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Khanat
Caravanserai:
AQajar Era
Manumentin
Tehran

The Khanat caravanserai
is one of the oldest
monuments in the
[ranian capital, Tehran,
datingbackto the Qajar
era.The caravanserai
used to host merchants
and travelersin the past.
The brick structure was
constructed towards
the end of the rule of the
Persian King Naseral-Din
ShahQajar (16]July 1831 -
1May 1896) by theside of
aroad on the outskirts of
Tehran.Itwasbuiltonthe
easternside of the then
Aminal-Soltan Square.
The caravanserai can be
seenonamap of Tehran
drawn by Najm al-Malek
backin1930.

By the time the rule of
Naseral-Din Shah Qajar
was half way through,
Tehranhadbeenenclosed
by afence constructed by
Safavid rulers in 1930.
Afterwards, the fence
was demolished and
replaced with a new
one in line with a city
development plan, which
saw Tehran expanded to
bring the caravanserai
within city limits.The
Khanat caravanserai was
the largest monument
locatedinthe old quarter
of the city in central
Tehran.The building’s
architectureisinspired
by Persian gardens.
The caravanserai hasa
surface area of 10,000
square meters. [t has a
total of 52 chambers,i.e.
13 chambersoneachside.
Khanat literally means
“chambers,” and the
reason the caravanserai
is named “Khanat” is
because it had a lot of
chambers.

The monument was
abandoned because of
ablazein1978,and was
reopenedin2010tohost
Nowruz ceremonies.
After the building
was reconstructed, it
turned into a traditional
restaurant featuring
performances such as
story-telling.

The outside of the
caravanserai was
converted into small
shops selling pulses,
medicinal herbs and
spices.Later on, theywere
used as storagerooms.
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Ali Qapu Palace (early 17th
century onward)

The Ali Qapu Palace stands on
the westside of the maidan (the
greatquadrangle at the center of
Esfahan).Meaning ‘Sublime Portal’
or ‘Lofty Gate’, it served as the
entryway to the vast complex of
royal gardens stretching north-
south along the Chahar Bagh
boulevard. Originally it was not
connected to the arcades built
around the maidan from 1590-95,
butin the manner of many Safavid
buildings, the plan was modified
astheneed arose,and the eastern
facade ofthe buildingwas extended
to allow it to open directly onto
the west side ofthe square. From
the elevated talar, or portico, the
Shahandhisretinue could observe
activities in the square. When the
occasion demanded, the party
could retire to the splendidly
embellished interior housing
sevendistinctfloors.Theinterioris
covered with paintings attributed
to Reza Abbassi, the court painter
of Shah AbbasI. He and his pupils
created naturalistic scenes which
included depictions of human and
animal forms—subjects usually
prescribed in Islamic art, but
commonly rendered during the
Safavid era with its rich tradition
of Persian miniature painting.It
isworth comparing this building
to the Chehel Soutoun pavilion,
whichisroughly contemporary.
Both buildings make use of the
talar portico and were used for
receptions and entertainment.
Atashgah Fortress (built 3rd-6th
centuries)

The Atashgah Fortress dates to
the era of the Sassanid Empire,
whichruled Iranand otherregions
for nearly 400 years before
being overthrown by the Muslim
expansioninthe mid 7th century.
The monument’s crowning feature
is the small circular tower at the

top of the hill (Maras or Marabin
hill). Itwaslikely used asabeacon
tower or a military watch post,
althoughitislocally knownasthe
Burj-i Gurban (Tower of Sacrifice).
On the southern flank of the hill
is a cluster of twenty buildings
invarious states of ruin. Several
of them are builtin the char taq
(four arches) floor plan which
is characteristic of Zoroastrian
fire temples that were commonly
found in the Sassanid empire. The
fire temples, or atashgahs, housed
sacred fires that were tended day
and night by priests who wore a
veil to prevent their breath from
contaminating the sacred purity of
thefire. Although the Zoroastrian
statereligion was supplanted by
Islam in the mid 7th century, it
would be several centuries more
before Islam largely replaced
Zoroastrianism and folk religions
amongthelocal population.
Chehel Sotoun (built1647,1706
onward)

Chehel Sotounisapleasure pavilion
builtby Shah AbbasII (r.1642-66)
inthe midstofalarge park. The
name ofthe pavilion, whichliterally
means ‘Forty Columns’, derives
from theillusion that the twenty
columns of the front portico are
doubled by the reflecting pool to
the south. The building was initially
constructedin 1647 and rebuiltin
1706 following a major fire. Since
the siteis aligned with the axis of
the maidan or central square of
Esfahan, it may have been partof
Abbas’ overall urban plan for the
city.The original core the of the
pavilion, atthe rear, was erected
with the somewhatnovel feature of
two iwans accessing the structure
from the sides. These opened into
alargetriple-domed chamber. The
nextphase of construction saw the
addition of two halls flanking an
open pond. This formed an iwan-
like ensemble at the front of the

building with a deep muqarnas
vaultdecorated with Venetian glass.
The final stage of construction
concluded with the addition ofa
talar, or portico, of twenty columns.
Since the twenty columns were
addedinthelastphase,thebuilding
may nothave acquired its present
name until that point (though the
word ‘forty’ also means ‘many’
in Persian, suggesting that the
term ‘forty columns’ should not
be interpreted quite so literally).
The moststartling feature of the
pavilionis the brilliantly painted
interior, whichin contrastto general
Islamicdesign featuresamultitude
ofhuman figures, including several
scenesofbattleand audiences held
by the Shah with rulersbordering
the eastern portion of the empire.
Hammam-e Ali Gholi Agha Bath
House (builtthe 18th century)
Bath houses have played an
importantritualroleinIslamsince
the earliesttimes, as cleanliness
is an essential prerequisite of
religious activities. The hammam
thus came to serve a pivotal role in
the dailylives of [ranian Muslims.
Asbothmenand women gathered
there daily (at separate times), it
becameaspace of social gathering
aswell. Servicesrendered there
might also include massages
and haircuts, including full-body
depilation for women to comply
with Islamic hygienic practice.
Mosthammams were located in
densely populated areas near
thelocal bazaar. Often they were
constructed on the grounds of
madrasas or hospitals supported
by a waqf (endowment for
financing religious institutions).
In present times, the use of
hammam has fallen off markedly
asindoor plumbingbecame widely
available. Many hammamsin Iran
areno longer used or have been
converted to museums or even
restaurants.

The Atashgah
Fortress dates
totheeraof the
Sassanid Empire,
whichruled Iran
and otherregions
fornearly400
Years before being
overthrown bythe
Muslim expansion
inthemid 7th
century.

WHERETO STAY

Isfahan Azadi Hotel: Nice
Hotel With Reasonable
Prices'To Stay In Isfahan

pricestostayinIsfahan? The 3-star Isfahan
Azadihotel may match your expectations.
While you are staying at this hotel, you can
easilynavigateamong mostfamous historical
sites of Isfahan with less than five minutes
drive.Naghsh-eJahan Square, Hasht Behesht
Palace,and Chehelsotoon Palace are some of
these places. With little more touring down
the city,you canreach Vank Cathedral and
Mount Soffeh. Shahid Beheshti International
Airportisabout 25 kilometers away.
Isfahanis one of the mosttouristiccitiesin
Iran. The former capital of Persiain Safavid
erahasalotto offertoits guests. Notonly
you canvisit some world famous sites like
Naghsh-e Jahan Square (UNESCO World
Heritage Site), but the city itselfhasalotto
offer. Cultural aspects ofthe city such asaccent
and lifestyle make Isfahan worth visiting.
Beingnear to tourists attractions in heart
of the city makes it much easier for you to
discover the beauty of Isfahan, the halfof the
world (astheysayinthe proverb).Also,it'sa
good choice forbusiness travelers as well.
Isfahan Azadi Hotel offers 38 differentrooms
such astwin, double, triple rooms, and suite
on four floors. So, it’s a suitable choice for
families. Not to mention that the hotel is
kid-friendly. Hence, children under the age
of 6 are free of charge (ifthey don’tuse the
service). The hotel has asafe box, 24-hour
reception,luggage room, wake-up call service,
and housekeepingservice. Also, Azadi Hotel
restaurantis onthe ground floor, where you
cantrysomelocal food. It’sa B&B hotel, so
enjoy fresh free breakfastevery morning.

As a 3-star hotel, Isfahan Azadi Hotel has
ahandful ofroom facilities and amenities.
Youwill find indoor fridge (with free water),
furniture, drawers, working desk, and closet
inyourroom.Also, every room has a private
bathroom thatis equipped with Western
toilet, free toiletries, shower, and sleepers.
Therearea TV setand phoneinyourroom
foryour convenience. Don’tforgetto use free
high-speed Wi-Fithroughoutthe hotel to
shareyour momentsin Isfahan.
Ifyouwantto be close to historical sites of
beautiful Isfahan while you are stayingin the
city,you can choose Isfahan Azadi Hotel.

WHERE TO EAT

Nobahar Restaurant

FerTarran,Apucarana, PR: Goodfoodand prices
Wewere stayingatahotelnearbyand had dinnerat
thisplacetwice. Thefood (traditional Iranian) isgood,
theserversare polite and mostofthe staff speaks
some English. Pricesarereasonable. Although there
isnothingspecialaboutthisrestaurant, itis handy,
tastyand clean.

Gazzagascoigne, Rome, Italy: Simple place,good food
Therestaurantislocated inthe crowded Chahar Bagh
Abbasi St, 10 minutes by walking from Nagsh-eJahan
Square.Itisinabasementwithmodern furniture,
good staff (niceand friendly) and good service (fast).
They offer amenu with many traditional Iranian
dishes (khoreshand soupsveryrecommended!),
lowprices.Itisnotanelegantrestaurantbutifyouare
looking forasimple/relaxingdinnerand traditional
food thisistherightplaceforyou!




Sukhoi to Reconsider Sales to Iran
The Russian company Sukhoi Civil Aircraft will get back to
theissue of selling Sukhoi Superjet 100 (SSJ100) jets to Iran
after reducing the share of US components in the plane to
under 10%, the firm’s president, Alexander Rubtsov, said on

Thursday.

Thetwo countries signed memorandums of understandingin
Aprilonthe sale 0f40SSJ-100sby 2022 butthe US decision to
reimpose sanctions on Iran made ithard for Russia to obtain
US-made components for the jets, Sputniknews.com reported.
“We have firmly decided to deny supplies ofjets to Iran under
the currentcircumstances when 22% ofthe [jet's] equipment
are produced in the United States ... When we reach the level

NEWS

Pak ex-envoy sees bright future
of Iran, Pakistan energyties

Former Pakistaniambassador to Iran says future of
Iran-Pakistan energytiesisverybrightastheIslamic
Republicwithits surplus energyresources canhelp
Pakistan overcomeits energywoesinamostfeasible
manner.

Inan exclusive interview with the Islamic Republic
News Agency (IRNA) Asif Ali Khan Durrani said
Pakistanalong with completing Iran-Pakistan (IP)
gas pipeline projectshould also purchase electricity
fromneighboringIran.

“With Iran we have permanentrelations and we
haveaproud history ofhaving strongrelationship,
boththe countrieshave always stood by each other,”
hesaid.

HesaidIranand Pakistan havebeen togethernotonly
onbilateralissues, butthey have beentogether on
regionaland internationalissueand there hasbeen
close coordinationbetween the two countries.
“Solcansaythatirrespective of governmentsin
Pakistanand Iran,wehavehistoricalrelationship,we
have commonality inreligion, cultureandlanguage,
[ can say with confidence thatrelationship has
flourished toasatisfactorylevel and we can expand
it furtherandin this regards sky is the limit,” the
analystsaid.

***No hurdlein expansion ofties with Iran

He was of the view that there is no hurdle in
expansion ofties with Iran and our foreign policy is
notchanged with the change of the governmentin
Pakistan. “Especially inneighborhood whenyouhave
history ofrelationship with Iran, [ don’tthink thereis
goingtobeany changein ourtieswithIran,”hesaid.
“Yes there will be a change for positive purposes
whichIcananticipate,” he said. Asif Durrani went
ontosaythereisnoreasonthatevenindifficult
circumstances both Iran and Pakistan would not
stand by each other.

***Iran-Pak cooperationin energy sectorimperative
forbilateral ties

The former diplomat added, ‘There have been
pressureson Iran-Pakistan (IP) gas pipeline project,
evenwhenwe were negotiatingand the agreement
wasnotsigned, there was the American pressure
butdespite that pressure we signed itin Chabahar
and I myselfwentto Chabaharand Iwas presentin
the ceremony’

“lam positive thatitis takingawhile but ultimately
wewill have Iranian gashere,” he said. The analyst
saidtheIPisavery doable option, very practical
option,and notonly gas but purchasingelectricity
fromIranisaveryfeasible option for Pakistan.
HesaidIranhassurpluselectricityand the countryis
alsoreadyto give 3500 MW to Pakistanso thisshould
benegotiated. “lam sure the new governmentwould
alsolookintothat,” he said.

HeaddedIranand Pakistanshouldhavegreatertrade
and give preference to each otherastradeisabig
source of prosperity.

oflessthan 10%, we will return to thisissue,” Rubtsovsaid at
apressconference during the BIAS-2018 airshowin Bahrain.
The SSJ100isatwin-engine plane made by Russia’s Sukhoi Civil
Aircraft Company. It can carryup to 98 passengersand fly ata
distance of upto 2,470 miles. The jetmadeitsmaiden flightin
May 2008, Financial Tribune reported.

The CEO of Iran’s flag carrier recently said Iran Airis open to
offers made by any planemaker that cansell airplanesto [ran
withoutbeingobliged to obtainlicenses from US Treasury’s
Office for Foreign Assets Control

“We will review any offer made by anyone who is capable of
meeting our demand for new airplanes ... We have held talks
with Russia’s Sukhoiand other non-European planemakers,”

Ministry of Roads and Urban
Development’snewsservice
quoted Farzaneh Sharafbafi
assaying.

The flag carrier hoped to
make progressinits fleet
renewal plans following
the lifting of sanctions
against Iran in early 2016.
Iran Air signed contracts
shortly after the landmark nuclear

deal for 80 Boeingjets, 100 Airbusjetsand 20+20 ATR
turboprops.

Officials Discuss Continuing Iran-
IndiaTrade Under Sanctions

Outgoing Indian ambassador
to Tehran, Saurabh Kumar, met
with president of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture Masoud Khansari
to discuss ways of continuing
Iran-Indiatraderelations under
reimposed US sanctions.

Duringthe meetingheld atthe TCCIM
headquarters, thetwosidesreviewed
workings of mechanisms devised
to conducttrade relations during
sanctions, TCCIM’s website reported
onWednesday.

After US President Donald Trump
unilaterally withdrew from Iran’s
nuclear deal with world powersin
May, he vowed to reimpose stringent
sanctions againstIran, the second
tranche of which came into effecton
Nov. 5 targeting Iran’s banking and
oilsectors.

During the meeting, Khansari
stressed that the US sanctions may
presentanewwindow of opportunity
for Iran-Indiaties, saying they must
focus on banking and financial
cooperation, Financial Tribune
reported.

Referring to the fact that the key
Chabahar Port, developingin close
cooperation with India, has been
exempted from US sanctions, the
TCCIM chiefsaid the two sides must
capitalize on this opportunity.
“Sanctions create many problems,
but they have also created this
opportunity for ustobeable to tap
into neglected capabilities and
capacities,” he said.

The private sector representative
alsopointed outthatIndiahasbeen
granted temporary exemption
to import Iranian oil, saying a

for the next six months from Iran
based onthe US exemption,and half
thatmoneywillbe wired to accounts
belonging to Iranianbanksin Indian
banksinrupees.

mechanism mustbe devised through
which Iran can import goods via
barter and also have access to third
parties.

Khansarisaid the Tehran Chamber is

conductingstudiesonregional trade
partners,includingIndia, to see how

Iran can, in turn, purchase essential
goods such as food, medicine and

much ofitsimportand exportneeds humanitarian trade goods thatare ~ Referring tothefact
it can meet through which country  exemptfromsanctions. that the Rey Chabahar
and how. “The money can also be used by ~ %ort, developingin
TheIndianambassadorprovidedthe theIranian EmbassyinIndiaor by close cooperation
private sector representative with  Iranian students studyingin Indian with India, hasbeen
alistofgoodsIrancanimportfrom universities,orbylranian companies exemptedfrom VS
India. investinginIndia,” the ambassador sanctions, the TCCIM
Thelist,hesaid,hasbeendevisedby said.The remaining half of the oil chief said the two sides
the Indian Embassy and categories money maybe exchangedintoeuros ™ustcapitalize on this
goodsbasedondollarvalue.Headded orother foreign currencies for Iran opportunity.

thatabout 1,000 goods suitable for
Iran-Indiatrade under the current
circumstances have beenidentified.

toreceive and transfer, Kumaradded,
noting that a mechanism will be
required to do thisifthe moneyis to

betransferred outofIndia.

The ambassador said based on
sanctionsregulations of the Office
of Foreign Assets Control of the US
Treasury Department, humanitarian
trade goods and other goods not
subject to sanctions should not
technicallyrunintoanytrouble.

“Fortunately, trade based on the
national currencies of the two
countries hasbecomeaclear and
transparentmechanism, so Iran can
meetaportionofitsimportantneeds
by usingIndia’srupee,” Kumarsaid.

He explained thatIndia canimport
300,000 barrelsof crude oil per day

/

Iran-Turkey Bilateral Trade Expected
to Get Boost Despite Sanctions

Tradebetween Iranand the neighboring Turkey stood ataround $8
billioninthe firsthalfof2018 and is estimated to reach $12 billion
by the fiscal yearend (March 2019), the chairman of Iran-Turkey
Chamber of Commerce said.Duringthedifficulttimes whenIran faced
sanctionsand when economicrestrictionsimposed on the country
weretightenedin 2012, Tehran-Ankaratradereached $22 billion. After
Iran’snuclear agreement with world powers, the figure dropped to

around $11 million. Butwith the [recent] reimposition of USsanctions
againstlran, commercial interactions between the two sideswill once
againexperience anuptrend,’ Reza Kamiwasalso quoted as sayingby
IRNA.Accordingto AnadoluAgency,in 2017, bilateral trade between
Turkeyand Irantotaled $10.7 billion, up nearly 11%year-on-year.In
thefirstninemonthsof2018, trade volume wasat$7.5 billion, Financial
Tribunereported.Turkeymainly exportsgold, steel profile, automotive
spareparts, fibreboard and land transportation vehicles to [ran while
itpurchasesraw petroleum materials, natural gas, plasticsin primary
forms, metals (otherthaniron) and organicchemicals fromIran. )
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Oilseeds
imports
volume at
22% growth
inseven

months
Islamic Republicof
Iran Customs Ad-
ministration (IR-
ICA) said thatim-
portsofoily seeds
into the countryin
the seven months
ofthe currentlra-
nian calendaryear
(March 21 - Oct.
21) registered a
considerable 22
percenthike.
Statistics show
that 10,450,000
tons of basic
goods, valued at
$5.343 billion,
were imported
into the countryin
the same period.
Corn, rice, oily
seeds, drugs and
medicine, edibles,
red meat, soybean,
barley, fertilizer,
sugar, lump sugar
and wheatwere of
thebasicproducts
thatwereimport-
edinto the country
inthe same period.
Corn is the table
topperin thelist
of basic goods
imported into
the country in
the same period.
In this regard,
4,766,000 of corn,
valued at$1.118
billion, were im-
ported into the
country, record-
ingasignificant21
percentgrowthas
compared to the
same period oflast
year.
Inthe same period,
1,788,000 tons of
oily seeds, valued
at $924 million,
were imported
into the country,
showing a signifi-
cant 22 percent
growth in terms of
value.

About90 percent
ofgoodsimported
into the customs
offices are dis-
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Aship carrying 72,000 tons of
bulk corn from Brazil arrived
and unloaded in Chabahar’s
Shahid Beheshti Port on
Thursday.

According to the director of
Sistan-Baluchestan Ports and
Maritime Organization, thiswas
thelargestvesseltoeverdockat
thissouthern Iranian strategic
port.

“Upon the completion of the
unloading phase, the cargo will
besenttolocal destinations,”
hesaid.

Abbas Azarpaykan, deputy
for Technicaland Engineering

Department of  Sistan-
BaluchestanPortsand Maritime
Organization, announced

that the country’s highest
marine control tower will be
constructed at Chabahar Port
in the near future, Financial
Tribunereported.

The firstphase of the strategic
Iranian port developed in
cooperation with India was
inauguratedby Iran’s President
HassanRouhanionDec.3.

charged in less
than three days,
IRICA added.
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Iran,
Kazakhstan
Agreeon One-
Year Visa
Tehran and Astana

agreed to issue one-
year visas for drivers
of Kazakhstan's
transportation
companies.

The agreement was
reached in a meeting
between senior Iranian
and Kazakh officials
on the sidelines of the
8th Iran-Kazakhstan
Consular Consultative
Meeting.

Duringthe meeting, the
twosidesalsounderlined
enhancing consular
cooperation between the
two countries.

The senior Iranian and
Kazak officials also
exchanged views on
protecting the rights
and interests of the two
countries' citizens.

In a relevant
development on August
12, Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani and
his Kazakh counterpart
Nursultan Nazarbayev

met in Kazakhstan
and conferred on
ways to increase

economic cooperation,
emphasizing the need
for both countries to use
national currencies for
tradeinstead of dollar.
Tehran and Astana can
take more effective
steps on the path
of development of
bilateral relations by
establishment of more
brokering ties and
using their national
currencies,” President
Rouhani said during the
meeting on the sidelines
ofleadersof Caspian Sea
littoral states' summitin
the Kazakh port city of
Aqtauon Sunday.

He also underscored
the necessity for
strengthening banking
relations between
the two countries to
further expand bilateral
economicties.

"The capacities of
Iran and Kazakhstan
in different sectors,
specially in the field
of transit, can be
complementary to each
otherasKazakhstan may
belinked to the Southern
waters through Iran,and
Iran canbe connected to
Chinavia Kazakhstan,"
Rouhanisaid.
Nazarbayev, for his
part, said that trade
ties between Iran
and Kazakhstan have
considerablyincreasedin
recentyears,adding that
his countryis determined
to further strengthen
theserelations.

Iran Parliament Preparing
Package to Counter US

Sanctions

The Iranian Parliament’s Economic Commission is
drawing up a package of measures to deal with the
sanctions the US hasimposed on the country after
withdrawing from the 2015 Irannuclear deal,alawmaker

said.

Speaking to Tasnim, Chairman of the Economic
Commission Mohammad Reza Poor Ebrahimi said
his commission has held several meetings with

representative of the Central Bank of Iran, Economy
Ministry, and insurance and shipping companies to
prepare the anti-sanctions plan.

Hesaid the package hasbeenfinalized with the assistance
ofthe Parliament’s Research Center and academicand
research centers.

According to Poor Ebrahimi, itincludes measures to
counter the US sanctions againstthe shippingindustry,
insurance companies and basiccommodities.

The US government imposed the second round of
sanctionson Iran on November 4.

On May 8, the US president pulled his country out of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the nuclear

deal that was achieved in
Viennain 2015 afteryears
of negotiations among
Iranand the Group 1+5
(Russia, China, the US,
Britain, France and
Germany).

The US had announced
plans to drive Iran’s oil
exports down to zero, but
backed off from its policy
and granted waiversto atleast8
countriesthatimportIranian oil.

Iran, Iraq canramp up trade to

208bn: Rouhani

Iranian President Rouhani
said Sat. that the current
economic transactions
between Iranand Iraq stands
atabout12$billion, which can
beboosted to 20§ billion with
further cooperation.

President Rouhani made the
remarksinapressconference
with his Iraqi counterpart
Barham Salih on Saturday in
Tehran, which was held after
their bilateral meeting earlier
thatday.

The Iranian president
maintained thatthe twosides
held talks on electricityand gas
swap, as well as cooperation
on petroleum products and

oilfield exploration and
extraction.
The Shalamcheh-Basra

railway is ready to come on
stream, and the Iranian side
isready to carry outits side
ofthe projecttogether with
the help of measures taken
by Iraq’s Ministry of Finance,
said Rouhani,adding thatthe
35km-railway will facilitate
transportforthe people ofboth
countries.

Rouhanisaid thetwo sidesalso
talked about environmental
issues, noting the duststorms
inwesternand easternborders
thatneed joint cooperation
toberesolved. He added that
Iraqi President Barham Salih
hasvowed to followup onthose

environmentalissues.
Wereached an agreement to
establish a free trade zone
between the two countries,
Rouhaniadded.

He further maintained thatthe

that the realizaion of these
two goalsrequires political
and economic measures and
reforms, as well as stable
conditionsintheregion.

Itistime forthe formation ofa

twosidesconferredonregional newregionalorderwhichcan  qg, rranian president
issues, sayingthetwobelieved beintheinterestofallregional  ,, intainedthat the
thatstabilityandsecurityinthe states,PresidentSalihstressed, two sides held talks
region will benefitall people, addingthatlraqattacheshigh onelectricityand

and thereisnoneed for foreign
interferenceinregional affairs.

significance to Iran’srole and
place in this new regional

gasswap, aswell

as cooperation on
The Iraqi president, for his order. petroleumproductsand
part, highlighted that Iraq He furthervoiced hope that g, isexplorationand
would never forget Iran’s theimplementationofjoint extraction.

supportindefeating terrorism
inthe country:.

After the military defeat of
ISIL, Iraq has ahead of itself
the twoimportant objectives
of ‘reconstruction’ and
‘strengthening of political
stability’,headded.
President Salih maintained

projects such as railway
connections between Iran
and Iraq could provide the
necessary condition for Iraq
to play amore active role in
the region, and allow other
countriesintheregionto form
relations based on mutual
interests.

/
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Presidentofthe Senate of Spain Pio Garcia-Escudero Marquez
said that Spain and other European countries are against
unilateral US sanctions on Iran which were re-imposed after
USwithdrawal from Iran Nuclear Deal (also known asJCPOA).
Making the remarksinaFriday meeting with Iranian Deputy
Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Seyed Abbas Araghchi
in Madrid, he maintained that Iran shouldn’t doubt the
determination of European countries to safeguard Iranian
interestand solve problems caused by US pullout from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Spainis fully aware of [ranian nation’s problems after US
sanctions, he said,addingthat EUis puttingitsall-out effortinto
minimizing the effect of sanctions.

Spainagainstunilateral US sanctions on Iran: official

Forhispart, Araghchiappreciated Spain’s constructive stance
towards JCPOA, adding thatthe two countries enjoy hundreds
ofyears ofrelations which have always been based on mutual
respect.
He wentonto say thatthe trading volume between Iran and
Spainreached some 2€billion during the lastyearand more
than 3,000 Spanish firms entered Iran’s market. However, US
hostile measures have negatively affected these economic
relations, he noted.
Iranbelieves thatthe parliaments of European countries can
positively cooperate with European governments inremoving
thebarriers for continuing bilateral economic cooperation
withIran.

/
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Iran calls for release of all border
guards

Iran Interior Ministrer Abdolreza Rahmani Fazli
called forreleasingall Iranian abducted border
guards.

'Iranis ready for establishing cooperation with
Pakistan for conducting operation to confront
outlaws inside Pakistan,’” Rahmani Fazli told
reporterson Saturday.

The Pakistan governmenthasso far maintained good
cooperation with Iran,headded.

Fourteen Iranian Basij (volunteer forces) and border
guard forceswere abducted by terroristsin Mirjaveh
border pointwith Pakistanin Sistan-Baluchestan
Province on October 15.

Five of the guards were freed on Thursday, IRGC
commander Major General Mohammad Ali Jafari
earliersaid.

Hesaid thehostagetakersaretryingtohaveanumber
oftheir political criminals released butbasically it
willnotbe wise for the Islamic Republicof Iran tobow
tothedemand.

Fazlialsourged the Pakistan governmenttoreinforce
security cooperationatborder points.

Referringto negotiations with his Pak counterpart,
he said Pakistani minister vowed to maintain security
cooperation.

Iranand Pakistan have joint committees onborder
security to performjointintelligence operationsat
commonborder points, hereiterated.

Iranurges UN Secretary General to

take stance against US

At the end of his mission in the UN on Friday,
Ambassadorand permanentrepresentative of the
Islamic Republic ofIran, Gholam Ali Khoshroohelda
meetingwith UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres.
Duringhis farewell ceremony, Mr. Khoshroo called on
Antonio Guterresto take an official stance againstthe
USlaw-breakingand there-imposition of sanctions
onlran.

During the meeting, they also discussed the most
importantregional and internationalissues.
Referring to US’ unilateral withdrawal from the
nuclear dealknown astheJoint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) and threatening member states
for cooperation with Iran, Mr. Khoshroo said, “Itis
unprecedented thata permanent member of the
UN Security Council penalize the other members
ofthe UN for remaining committed to the council’s
resolutions”.The Iranian envoy also described Saudi-
led attacks on Yemen as a profound humanitarian
catastrophe, calling for an end to the devastatingwar
and startof the process of political reconciliation
amongthe concerned parties Guterres, for his part,
stressed on the need for multilateralsmin the face
ofinternational challenges, hoping thatthe war on
Yemen cometoanendsoon.Atthe end ofthe meeting,
Khoshroo presented an Iran-made tableau carpet
featuring Guterres’ portraittothe UN secretary
generalGuterres welcomed the exquisite present,
admiringIran’sartsincluding painting, architecture
and carpetweaving.

report

US will be compelled to change bullying policy: envoy

Alireza Jahangiri, the
ambassador to The Hague, said that
the United States will be ultimately
compelled to change itsbullying policy
againstall countriesacross the world.
Speaking at Leiden University, the
oldestuniversity in the Netherlands,
on Friday, [ranian ambassador to The
Hague Alireza Jahangiri said the US’
unilateral withdrawal from the Iran
nuclear deal, known asthe JCPOA, as
well as the country’s violation of other
international commitments, have killed
trustinthe efficacy of diplomaticefforts,

Iranian
security.

and are considered a threatto global

“With the currentisolation of the United
Statesinthe world, and the country’s
repeated use of force and pressure
againstall other countries, the US will
be ultimately compelled to change its
bullying policy,” said Jahangiri.
Henotedthatlran,asone ofthe biggest
victims of chemical attacks, has an
activerole atthe Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW)in The Hague.

He wentonto add, “terrorist groups

in Syria, with help from the White
Helmets, have falsely incriminated
Syriangovernmentforces ofhavingused
chemicalweaponsinabidtocompensate
for their ownlosses. Such allegations,
evenbefore they could have achance to
beinvestigated and verified, have been
usedasapretextfor US’ unlawful attacks
onSyria.”

Jahangiri then discussed the grievous
humanitarian situation in Yemen,
sayingthesituationistheresultof Saudi
Arabia’sinsistence onthe wrong policy
of opting foramilitary approach, foreign

interference,
andalackofserious efforts by
the Westdue to their financial benefits
fromsellingweaponsto Saudi Arabia.
“If Iran’s proposals for a Yemeni-
Yemenisettlementhad been takeninto
account,we wouldn’'tbe witness to this
humanitarian crisisnow,” he added.
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Daily: Turkey Has Second Audio Recording of Khashoggi

The "hit-squad" sent from Saudi Arabia to murder Washington Post columnist Jamal
Khashoggiin Istanbul planned out their assassination methodically, contradicting key
findings from the Saudi public prosecutor's office, a Turkishnewspaper reported.

Abdulkadir Selvi, a columnistat Hurriyet, said Turkish authoritieshad a-15minute audio
recording where the Saudi team could be heard discussing and reviewing their plan, and
reminding each other oftheir duties."Thereis also evidence from the period after the killing.

Turkeyhastheinternational phone callsmade by the -15member Saudihitsquad,” he wrote.
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Isfahan Day to be registered nationally

Saying thatIsfahan Day will be registered on

thenational Iranian calendar, the head of social

affairs and environment commission of the

Islamic city council of [sfahan said, "All the

organizationsand institutions of Isfahan should

cooperate to hold Isfahan commemoration

day.

"Huge number of new generation have notvisited
Chehel-Sotoun palace, Naghsh-eJahan square,and
Takht-e Foulad yet," Kourosh Mohammadi said.
Referring to this point thatintroducing Isfahan to
Isfahanipeople should be apriority,he added, "For
this purpose, NGOs should cooperate more; Isfahan
hasthe oldest NGOs ofthe country,and we should not

ignorethis capacity.”

"Onthe occasion of [sfahan commemoration day,
170 programs will be performed in differentareas
ofIsfahan with the cooperation of cultural deputy of
Isfahan municipality; each ofthe programs should
be connected with one neighborhood tointroduce
Isfahan Day properly asitdeserves,”he continued.

"Isfahan has notbeen introduced properly, for
example; Takht-e Foulad in Isfahanis notbeen
known atglobal and even nationallevel; therefore.
Isfahan Day and itsintroducing should be changed
intoapermanenttrend,” henoted.

"If we were able to register the national day of
Isfahan,itwould beagood opportunity tointroduce
Isfahan to the world; surely Isfahan has this
potential," headded.

Parktoberenamed 'Isfahan'in St. Petersburg, Russia

Based on anagreementwith Russia, a park will

benamed 'Isfahan'in St. Petersburg, Russia's

cultural capital, said Iran's Ambassadorin

Moscow Mehdi Sanaee.

'"Thereis good cooperation between cultural
authorities in St. Petersburg and their
counterpartsinIsfahan, said Mehdi Sanaee in
avisittoamuseum in the Institute of Oriental
Manuscripts (I0OM) ofthe Russian Academy of
Sciencesto see the Farsimanuscripts.

Onavisitmade by Isfahan's governor-general
to St. Petersburg, they deiced to name a park

inIsfahan 'St. Petersburg' and vice-versa, said
Sanaee.

The Russian side has a very big role in the
cooperation, which, alongside the economic
and other collaborations, is very important for
Iranians,headded.

The three-day St. Petersburg International
Cultural Forum kicked off on Thursday with
the presence of several political and cultural
authorities from different countries and
international organizations.

Iran's Minister of Culture Abbas Salehi and
Ambassadorto Russia Mehdi Sanaee took part
inthe event.Salehimade aspeech onthesecond
day.

Moscow Points to US Attempts to Impede Russia’s Social, Economic Development

Washington hasbeen exertingunprecedented pressure
on Moscow inan effortto drive big Russian companies
from the marketand impede the country’s social and
economicdevelopment, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrovsaid,addressingameeting ofthe Foreign Ministry’s
Business Council on Friday."Clearly, competition on the
global marketis getting tougher and Russia will continue
tofaceunprecedented pressure,”he said, TASS reported.

"The objectiveis to drive big Russian companies from the

marketand eventually impede the country’s social and
economicdevelopment,” Lavrovadded.

"The United States has been working particularly hard
toreach thatgoal. Ultimatumshave become atrademark
feature of Washington’s policies, they are presented not
only to Russiabutto US allies as well," the Russian top
diplomatpointed out.According tohim, underthe current
circumstances, Moscowwill continue toboostcooperation
withits partnersandlike-minded countries.

Selviadded thatthe strongestevidence of the premeditated nature of the killing could be
heardinaseven minuteaudiorecordinghereported onlastmonth.
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Iran, Iraq canrampup trade to
208bn: Rouhani

Iran, Russia Pledge to Expand Cultural Cooperation

Iranian Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister Abbas
Salehiand Russian Culture Minister Vladimir Medinsky
voicedtheir countries' resolutenesstobroadenbilateral
culturalrelationsand cooperation.

The visiting [ranian minister met with his Russian
counterparton Friday morning after participatingin
theinaugural ceremony of an International Cultural
Forumin Saint Petersburg.Meanwhile exploring ways
toboostbilateral relationship, the two sides described
theinteraction created between the two countries as
"constructive".For his part, Salehi expressed special
thanks to the Russian government for holding Iran
Cultural Weekin Moscowadding, “We hope that Russian
Cultural WeekwillbeheldinIranin comingyear.”
Hepointed to St. Petersburgasacity familiar with Iranian
cultural community adding, “Undoubtedly, [ran and
Russiaenjoy high capacitiesand potentials tobroaden
their cultural activities.”

Salehi pointed to the age-old and longstanding
relationship between Tehran and Moscow adding,
“Inrecentdecades, new field of cooperation hasbeen
predefined between the two countries, based on which,

cultural MoUs and agreements have been signed
between the two countries.”

Culture Minister of Russian Federation Vladimir
Medinsky expressed his special thanks to the Salehi for
his participationin 7th Saint Petersburg International
Cultural Forumand said, “Russiaisready to expand all-
outrelationship with the IslamicRepublicof Iran.”
Iran’s culture ministeris scheduled to meet witha
group of Russian Iranologistsand professors of Persian
language and literature in Saint Petersburg on Friday.
Russian officialshave repeatedly voiced their country's
willingnessin different occasions to broaden bilateral
tieswithIran.

In late August, Russian Deputy Defense Minister
Alexander Fomin told his Iranian counterpartBrigadier
General Qassemi Tagizadehin Moscow thathis"country
isresolved tobroaden defense cooperation with Iran".
Before that, Chief of Staffof Iran's Armed Forces Major
General Mohammad Hossein Bageriand Russian Deputy
Defense Minister General Valery Gerasimovinameeting
in Tehran discussed expanding mutual cooperation,
especiallyinmilitary and defense fields.

Iran, Spain Confer on Bilateral Ties, N. Deal

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs
Seyed Abbas Araqchi and President of the Senate of
Spain Pio Garcia-Escudero metin Madrid, and discussed
ahostofissuesinareas of parliamentary and bilateral
cooperation, Iran nuclear deal, economic ties, and
regionaland Internationalissues.

Duringthe Saturday meeting between Araqchiand
Garcia-Escudero, the Iranian diplomathailed the growth
ofeconomicand commercial cooperation between
Tehran and Madrid, and said, "Thanks to Iran nuclear
deal, the volume of trade ties between Tehran and
Madridreached 2€blastyear."

The Iranian diplomatadded thatover 3,000 Spanish
firmshavealsojoined the Iranian marketin the post-
JCPOA period.

The deputy foreign minister wenton to say thatthe US
unilateral measures have affected trade activitiesinthe
world.

"[ranian parliamentis pursuing thisissue seriously,"
hesaidadding, "We believe that European countries'
parliaments will be effective in maintaining cooperation
with European governmentstoliftbarriers."
Garcia-Escudero, for his part, expressed condolences
overthelossof26innocentIraniansinthe terrorist

attack which happened on September 22 in the
Southwestern city of Ahwaz in Iran and slammed
terroristactsingeneral.

Spainiscompletely aware ofthe US cruel sanctionsand
also ofIranians' problems, he said.

The Spanish governmentand the EU supportIran
nuclear dealalsoknownastheJoint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) and isaimed to minimize the effects of
sanctions, hereiterated.

USwithdrawal from the JCPOA caused serious challenge
forsecurityinthe Middle East, he said, addingitwill also
affectotherareaslike Europe.
Garcia-Escuderounderlined the factthatlranisplayinga
majorroleintheregion, notingthat European countries
including Spainare againstsanctions and US walkaway
fromthe]CPOA.

He urged Iran not to hesitate about Europe's
determination and goodwill for solving problems
resulted by USwithdrawal from Iran deal.

Earlier on November 05, the European Union, France,
Germanyand Britainissued ajointstatementregretting
US' decision to impose new sanctions againstIran,
sayingthattheywill continue supportingthe European
companies engaginginlegal business with Iran.
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