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l Short New’s l

U.S. will not pun-
ish troops for kill-
ing Afghan civil-
1ans

In a new announcement that is
expected to trigger global outcry
and push calls for an independ-
ent international investigation, the
Pentagon says no U.S. military
personnel will be held accountable
for an August drone strike in Af-
ghanistan’s capital Kabul that killed
10 civilians from the same family,
among them seven children.

In two decades of America’s al-
leged “war on terror”, the United
States military has killed tens of
thousands of civilians, if not more
in war zones like Irag, Afghanistan,
Syria and Somalia among others.
The State Department every now
and again accepts responsibility
for the massacres, normally when
the killings are picked up by the
media but never does the Penta-
gon ever hold specific military per-
sonnel accountable, responsible
or punish any of them. The U.S.
military claims that it conducts
thorough investigations after it
kills civilians, but critics have
raised question marks about these
inquires.

One case has been reported as
an exception, which occurred in
2016, when the Pentagon disci-
plined around a dozen military
personnel for their roles in an air-
strike back in October 2015 on a
Doctors Without Borders hospital
in Kunduz, Afghanistan that killed
at least 42 people. But none of the
military personnel faced any crim-
inal charges for raiding a hospital
and murdering at least 42 civilians.
They were only disciplined. Some
received formal reprimands while
others were suspended from duty.
Speaking to reporters about the
August 29 attack this year in Ka-
bul, Pentagon spokesman John
Kirby says senior commanders
had made a number of recom-
mendations to Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin about the fatal drone
strikes, none of which include any
accountability measures for U.S.
army personnel. Kirby says Austin
accepted the recommendations.
An earlier investigation; again an
internal one, conducted by the U.S.
Air Force inspector general said
the strike was caused by execution
errors, interpreting information
that supported certain viewpoints,
and communication breakdowns.
The military previously called the
strike a “tragic mistake.” Critics
say accountability must be held
for those murdered in the strike
and the countless other civilians
murdered by U.S. airstrikes in Af-
ghanistan and elsewhere.

The military initially defended the
fatal August attack, in the days af-
terward, but ended up describing
it as a “tragic mistake”. None of
the military personnel involved in
the botched drone strike will face
any kind of punishment. Austin is
reported to have approved the rec-
ommendations from two top com-
manders. A subsequent high-level
investigation was reportedly con-
ducted into the atrocity and found
no violations of the law but
stopped short of fully exonerating
those involved, reportedly claim-
ing that was “commander busi-
ness.” Which essentially means
no severe punishment, otherwise
it would have been made public.
According to a Pentagon official,
speaking on the condition of an-
onymity to the New York Times,
Austin left the final word on any
administrative action, such as rep-
rimands or demotions (which are
in essence minor punishments in
comparison with the crime com-
mitted) to two senior command-
ers, General Kenneth F. McKenzie
the head of the military’s Central
Command, and General Richard
Clarke, head of the Special Oper-
ations Command. Both officers
found no grounds for penalizing
any of the army personnel involved
in the murder of the ten civilians.
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The value of exports from
South  Khorasan province,
in the east of Iran, rose 22
percent during the first eight
months of the current Iranian
calendar year (March 21-No-
vember 21), as compared to
the same period of time in the
past year, a provincial official
announced.

Hasan Rahimizadeh, the direc-
tor-general of the province’s
customs  department, said
that 606,392 tons of products
worth $512.641 million have
been exported from the prov-
ince in the eight-month peri-
od, also indicating 35 percent
growth in terms of weight year
on year. The official named

cement, ceramic tiles, light
hydrocarbons, gas oil, dates,
bitumen and rebar as the main
exported items, and Afghani-
stan, Irag, Pakistan and Turk-
menistan as the main export
destinations.

As announced by the head of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-

ovince mcreases 22%

CA), the value of Iran’s non-oil
trade rose 40 percent during
the first eight months of the
current Iranian calendar year,
as compared to the same peri-
od of time in the past year.
Mehdi Mir-Ashrafi has said that
Iran traded over 110.3 million
tons of non-oil products worth
$63.1 billion with other coun-
tries in the mentioned period.
According to the IRICA head,
the weight of trade in the men-
tioned period also grew by
43.5 percent in comparison
to the figure for the previous
fiscal year.

The official put the eight-
month non-oil exports at 83.7
million tons valued at $31.1
billion, with a 42-percent rise in
value and 10.5-percent growth
in weight.

Mir-Ashrafi noted that petro-
chemical products accounted
for 43 percent of the total value
of the exports in the said time
span, with 39.8 million tons
worth $13.3 billion of the said

products being exported to
foreign markets. He said ma-
jor export destinations of the
Iranian non-oil goods were
China, Iraq, Turkey, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), and Af-
ghanistan. The official further
announced that the Islamic
Republic imported 26.5 million
tons of non-oil commodities
worth $32 billion in the first
eight months of the present
year, with a 38-percent growth
in value and a 21-percent rise
in weight year on year.

The United Arab Emirates was
the top exporter to Iran in the
said period, followed by China,
Turkey, Germany, and Switzer-
land, he stated.

According to the IRICA head,
out of the total non-oil goods
imported into the country in
the first eight months of this
year, 20.3 million tons worth
$12.4 billion were basic goods,
which accounted for 38 per-
cent of the total value of the
imports.

Iran exported over 4.937 million tons of steel during
the first eight months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 21-November 21), which was 22 per-
cent more than the figure of the same period of time
in the past year. Khouzestan Steel Company posted
the best performance through exporting 1.117 mil-
lion tons of steel in the eight-month period, followed
by Mobarakeh Steel Company and Esfahan Steel
Company by exporting 814,724 tons and 766,630
tons, respectively. Rebar produced by Khorasan
Steel Company registered the highest export rise in

Barriers to foreion mvestment to
be removed PO head

pEme

Head of Iran’s Planning and Budget
Organization (PBO) Masoud Mirka-
zemi said the government has it on
the agenda to remove the barriers in
the way of attracting foreign invest-
ment, IRNA reported.

Stressing the need for the attraction
of domestic and foreign investment
to achieve a targeted eight-percent
economic growth, Mirkazemi said:
“barriers to attracting foreign invest-

ment will be removed.” Speaking in a
gathering of Iranian ambassadors to
neighboring countries on Wednesday,
the official said with the new chang-
es applied to the budget structure,
the duties of Iranian ambassadors in
other countries have become heavier.
According to the official, economic
growth of eight percent is one of the
goals of the Sixth National Develop-
ment Plan (2016-2021) and has also
become the focus of the 13th govern-
ment’s major economic programs.
Achieving this level of growth has
been repeatedly considered by mem-
bers of the government’s economic
team, Mirkazemi stressed.

Back in November, Iranian Finance
and Economic Affairs Minister Ehsan

NS

Khandouzi announced the govern-
ment Economic Coordination Head-
quarters’ approval of a roadmap pro-
posed by his ministry for economic
development.

According to Khandouzi, following
this roadmap, the government will
help increase productivity and im-
prove the business environment
through two categories of meas-
ures. First, removing barriers to the
production, and secondly providing
support for pioneering projects by
facilitating financing procedures like
foreign investment.

Pointing to the ways for financing
pioneering projects, the official not-
ed that the participation of foreign
partners and attracting foreign invest-
ment mainly from neighboring coun-
tries is one of the major ways through
which the government plans to fund
these projects.

Based on the latest data released by
the Iranian Ministry of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade, the ministry approved
74 foreign investment projects valued
at about $2.227 billion in the first six
months of the current Iranian calen-
dar year (March 21-September 22).

Steel exports rise 22% i 8 months vr/yr

the mentioned period, as 1,081 tons of the product
was exported. According to the Iranian Steel Produc-
ers Association (ISPA), Iranian exports of steel dur-
ing the previous Iranian calendar year declined 13.1
percent compared to the figure for the preceding
year. Based on the association’s data, the country ex-
ported nine million tons of steel in the previous year.
Over 2.839 million tons of steel products were
also exported in the mentioned year, registering an
18-percent decline year on year.

The Iranian Steel industry has been constantly devel-

TEDPIX gais 1500 pomes on
Wednesay -

TEDPIX, the main index of Tehran
Stock Exchange (TSE), gained
1,377 points to 1.293 million on
Wednesday.

As reported, over 5.572 billion se-
curities worth 45.361 trillion rials
(about $156.4 million) were traded
at the TSE.

The first market’s index gained
1,232 points and the second mar-
ket's index rose 2,070 points.
TEDPIX gained 9,000 points (less
than one percent) to 1.349 million
in the past Iranian calendar week
(ended on Friday).

During the past week, the indices
of Isfahan Refining Company, Sab-
zevar Pars Steel Complex, Social
Security  Investment Company,
and Barekat Pharmaceutical Group
were the most widely followed
ones.

In a meeting with the representa-
tives of over 30 major companies
active in the capital market, on No-
vember 1, to exchange ideas for re-
solving issues and developing the
economy, Finance and Economic
Affairs Minister Ehsan Khandouzi
said his ministry plans to make

oping over the past years against all the pressures
and obstacles created by outside forces like the U.S.
sanctions and the coronavirus outbreak that has se-
verely affected the performance of the world’s top
producers. The country is expected to climb to sev-
enth place among the world’s top steel producers by
the Iranian calendar year 1404 (March 2025).

The production capacity of the country’s steel chain
increased from 123 million tons in the Iranian calen-
dar year 1392 (ended in March 2014) to 230 million
tons in the previous year (ended on March 20).

the economy more predictable and
eliminate pricing systems that are
harmful to the capital market and
the stock exchange industry.

The official noted that the govern-
ment will follow new strategies to
compensate for the budget deficit
by making government assets
more productive and also by sell-
ing surplus properties.

“The task of the Economy Ministry
and the Securities and Exchange
Organization is to develop tools
and institutions in order to create a
transparent, efficient, and predict-
able market,” Khandouzi stated.
Meanwhile on November 22, The
SEO head said facilitation of the
activities of stock market institu-
tions like brokers will lead to the
development of the capital market.
“Facilitating the establishment of
brokerage firms and the ease of
licensing issuance for financial
institutions, as well as the strict
supervision of the SEO over the
activities of such financial institu-
tions, are the basis for the develop-
ment of the capital market,” Eshqi
stated.
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Iran, P4+1 contin-

ue talks in Vienna
Negotiators from Iran and the
P4+1 group of countries have
continued negotiations over the
past two days with meetings at
different levels and in different
formats. On Sunday, for the
first time during the seventh
round, the third working group
meeting was held with the par-
ticipation of experts from Iran
and the P4+1 group comprised
of Russia, China, and France,
Britain plus Germany.

Earlier, Mikhail Ulyanov, Rus-
sia’s envoy to the talks, stated
that a third working group on
sequencing held a meeting for
the first time since the talks re-
sumed in late November.

A constructive trilateral meeting
was also held among senior
negotiators of Iran, Russia and
China, during which the partic-
ipants discussed how to pro-
ceed with the talks, the Iranian
foreign ministry said.

Ali Bagheri Kani, deputy for-
eign minister of Iran who leads
the Iranian negotiating team in
Vienna, met with his Russian
and Chinese counterparts on
Sunday. “This afternoon | held
a constructive & fruitful meeting
with Russian & Chinese chief
negotiators,” Bagheri said on
Twitter. He added, “We shared
ideas about how to proceed &
also coordinated our positions
about several issues. We will
continue our intensive & se-
rious engagement to reach a
good deal.” Ulyanov also said
the trilateral meeting discussed
issues related to the ongoing Vi-
enna talks. “The delegations of
China, Iran and Russia held an-
other round of trilateral consul-
tations today on issues related
to the on-going Vienna Talks on
JCPOA,” the Russian diplomat
tweeted.

The Iranian foreign ministry
said in a statement that “yester-
day, a bilateral meeting was held
between head of the Iranian ne-
gotiating delegation Ali Bagheri
and Deputy Secretary General
of the European External Action
Service Enrique Mora. The top
Iranian negotiator and the heads
of the three European delega-
tions of the P4+1 (France, Brit-
ain and Germany) held another
meeting at the Coburg Hotel in
Vienna yesterday evening.”
Bagheri Kani met with the chief
negotiators of the E3- France,
Germany and Britain - at Vi-
enna’s Palais Goburg Hotel on
Saturday afternoon as talks
continued in the Austrian cap-
ital. The statement concluded
that consultations in Vienna will
continue on Tuesday.

On Tuesday, Bagheri Kani un-
derlined the possibility to make
a deal in Vienna. “Some actors
persist in their blame game
habit, instead of real diplomacy.
We proposed our ideas early, &
worked constructively & flexibly
to narrow gaps; diplomacy is a 2
way street. If there’s real will to
remedy the culprit's wrongdo-
ing, way for quick good deal will
be paved,” he tweeted.

Despite having presented two
draft proposals in the Vien-
na talks, Iran has received no
proposals from the other side,
the top Iranian negotiator said
on Sunday. During the current
round, Iran presented two draft
proposals regarding the nuclear
and sanctions removal meas-
ures that needed to be taken
by Washington and Tehran if
the 2015 nuclear deal, formally
called the JCPOA, is to be re-
vived.
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Russia urges talks to
avoid military esca-
lation

Russian  President Vladimir
Putin has told British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson of an
urgent need for talks to end
NATO’s military eastward ex-
pansion.

Putin also called for a halt to
the deployment of heavy of-
fensive weapons near Russian
borders, which the Kremlin
says has forced Moscow to
increase its own defensive
capabilities along its borders.
Russian officials have already
noted a legally binding treaty
offering firm guarantees that
NATO would not expand any
further east, or place offensive
weapons in member coun-
tries bordering Russia. Putin
told Johnson that Russia has
been already devising draft
documents on that matter and
negotiations should begin “im-
mediately.”

The Kremlin’s readout of the
phone conversation shows
Putin showed specific exam-
ples of “Kiev’s destructive line
on the disruption of the Minsk
agreements” as an “uncontest-
ed basis for resolving the inter-
nal Ukrainian crisis.”

Deputy  Foreign ~ Minister
Sergey Ryabkov says NATO
would face “dire consequenc-
es” if it continued to threaten
Russian security. He says a
“lack of progress towards a po-
litical and diplomatic solution
to this problem will lead to our
response being military and
technological”.

Canada apologizes
to its own military
amid sexual miscon-
duct

The Canadian government has
issued an apology for wide-
spread sexual misconduct in
the country’s military, saying
Ottawa has failed to protect
its own soldiers. The apology
was part of the settlement of
a lawsuit filed against the gov-
ernment on behalf of almost
19,000 both serving and retired
members of the army, as well
as civilian defense workers.
Defense minister Anita Anand
says “I am apologizing to you
on behalf of the government
of Canada. We must acknowl-
edge the pain and trauma
that so many have endured
because the very institution
charged with protecting and
defending our country has not
always protected and defend-
ed its own members”.

The statement of remorse
comes after several senior
officers faced sexual miscon-
duct investigations, including
the former chief of the defense
staff Jonathan Vance, who
tried to obstruct the probe.
The serving Chief of the De-
fense Staff, General Wayne
Eyre, noted in his remarks
that among soldiers, “trust
can mean the difference be-
tween life and death. And we
betrayed that trust.” A former
prosecutor with the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal has
been brought into Ottawa,
to help clean up a disastrous
culture of sexual assault and
sexual harassment. The pros-
ecutor has recommended that
investigations and prosecu-
tions in the military be hand-
ed over to civilian authorities
because of “serious mistrust
in the military justice system.”

NEWS +
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Iran’s higgest capital market support
center launched

Mofid Securities, one of Iran’s top broker-
age firms, has established the country’s
biggest support center to provide various
services to people active in the capital mar-
ket, Mehr News Agency reported. As re-
ported, the center was launched on Tuesday
in a ceremony attended by the Deputy Head
of Securities and Exchange Organization
(SEQ) Alireza Naserpour. Mofid Brokerage
support center is aimed at educating, sup-

porting, and solving technical issues faced
by stock exchange shareholders. Using ad-
vanced technologies, the center provides its
services through all communication chan-
nels, including calls, emails, comments on
social networks, and message boards of
online trading systems. As reported, four
trillion rials (about $13.4 million) has been
invested in this center which has created
direct jobs for over 600 people.

What 1s needed for sel

Source: hitps://daringtolivefully.com/self-awareness

-awareness fs nowing what makes
you tick. It's understanding your own
needs and desires, knowing what your
strengths and weaknesses are, and be-
ing able to accurately assess your emo-
tions. People who are self-aware know
who they are at their core.

The way in which researchers deter-
mine whether babies and animals are
self-aware is by putting a red dot on
their forehead while they’re asleep or
under anesthesia. They then place the
animal or baby next to a mirror. The
researchers then wait to see what
happens when the subject that they’re
studying wakes up and looks in the
mirror. If they touch the dot on their
forehead—instead of touching the dot
on the face in the mirror—then it's de-
termined that they're self-aware. This is
because the action of touching the dot
on their face suggests that they under-
stand that they’re looking at an image
of themselves.

Clearly, you would instantly recognize
yourself if you were to look in a mirror.
But how well do you really know the

person who's reflected back to you?
For instance, could you answer all the
following:

* How does this person think?

* What does this person find meaning-
ful?

*\What is this person passionate about?
e What are their interests? What do
they love to do?

* \What are their beliefs (both empower-
ing beliefs and limiting beliefs)?

* What are their values?

» What were they put on this earth to
do?

* What emotions do they feel most of
the time?

* \What are they feeling right now?
*\Why do they behave the way they do?
» Who are they underneath the socially
constructed self that they’ve created in
order to fit it?

» What impression do they create on
others?

Chances are, you can’'t answer most of
these questions. After all, most people
can’t. If you would like to become more
self-aware, a great way to do this is by

completing self-awareness exercises.
Below you'll find some self-awareness
exercises to help you to get to know
yourself better.

1. Apply Feedback Analysis.

The Jesuits are a religious order of
men within the Catholic Church. |
wrote about the founder of this order—
St. Ignatius of Loyola—-in my post, What
A 16th Century Priest Can Teach You
About Self-Improvement.

Whenever a Jesuit makes an impor-
tant decision, he writes down how he
reached his decision, and what he ex-
pects will happen. Then, nine months
later, he compares the actual results to
what he had anticipated. This method
allows the Jesuit to do the following:

* Notice what worked and what didn’t.
* Evaluate his decision making process.
* Notice any flaws in his cause-and-ef-
fect analysis and in how he’s reaching
his conclusions.

* Apply the feedback and make better
decisions in the future.

» The feedback analysis can also high-
light competencies that the Jesuit need
to develop further.

Increase your self-awareness by apply-
ing feedback analysis in your life.

2. Take Psychometric Tests.
Psychometric tests can help measure
a person’s skills, numerical or ver-
bal aptitude, or their personality type.
Although the results of these tests
shouldn’t be taken as gospel, they are a
good way to start learning more about
yourself and increase your self-aware-
ness.

3. Identify Your Strengths and Weak-
nesses.

One of the most important things you
need to know about yourself is what
your strengths are, and what your
weaknesses are. This will allow you to
focus on the first, and manage around

the second.

Take a moment right now and write
down the answer to the following
question: “What are your strengths?”
If you have trouble answering this
question, you can find out by taking
a strengths test. One option is the VIA
Character Strengths Survey (free), or
the StrengthsFinder test (not free).

In terms of your weaknesses, here are
three tips for identifying the areas that
need shoring up:

* Ask yourself which tasks you keep
avoiding.

e Think back to your failures. Is there
a common pattern to those failures?
What weakness are those failures
pointing to?

* Think back to every evaluation you've
received, whether at school or work. Is
there something that people keep tell-
ing you that you need to work on?

4. Ask People You Trust for Feedback.
you can never be sure of how you're
coming across to others until you ask
them. Therefore, if you want to become
more self-aware, ask a few people you
trust for feedback on your personali-
ty. Ask for both positive and negative
feedback, as well as for any advise they
may have on how you can improve.

5. Listen to Your Self-Talk.

Think of your thoughts as a river that
you’re swimming in. Every once in a
while, climb out of the river and sit on
the river bank. Then, observe the river.
Listen to it.

Write down what you hear the river
saying. Try to copy what you hear word
for word. If you do this two or three
times a day for a few days, you'll be
creating a record of what your self-talk
really sounds like. Then, read through
your notes and you’'ll become more
aware of what you say to yourself all
day long.

Reachmg a deal in Vienma not mpossible; professor
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6. Label Your Emotions.

Part of being self-aware is understand-
ing your emotions. How do you feel
right now? How many emotions have
you felt in the last 24 hours? What is
the most prevalent emotion in your life
at the moment?

A lot of people have a very limited vo-
cabulary when it comes to expressing
what emotions they’re feeling, and this
limits their ability to be fully aware of,
and to fully comprehend, what they’re
feeling. If you get better at labeling
your emotions, not only will you lead
an emotionally richer life, but you'll also
be able to respond more appropriately
to what’s happening around you.

7. Fill Out Self-Exploration Question-
naires.

One way to become more self-aware
is to ask yourself questions about
yourself. You can get started with the
Proust Questionnaire which will help
you to uncover your life outlook and
give you some insights into your inner
workings.

8. Question Your Automatic Thoughts.
Oftentimes, our automatic thoughts
are negative and irrational. People who
lack self-awareness will often accept
these thoughts as true, which distorts
their perception of reality.

A self-aware person, on the other hand,
is aware of the cognitive distortions
that they have a tendency to fall prey
to. This allows them to dispute irra-
tional thoughts and replace them with
better thoughts which more accurately
reflect reality.

9. Create a Bucket List.

What on earth does a bucket list have
to do with self-awareness? Simple!
Creating a bucket list can help you to
identify what you want to be, do, expe-
rience, and have in life. And knowing all
that will make you more self-aware.

.|
Budget bill shows promising

Arshin Adib-Moghaddam, a London-based
professor, says that reaching a deal in Vien-
na is a difficult task as the U.S. president is
caught up in domestic constraints, but it is not
impossible. “I believe it is incredibly difficult
to reach a deal, but it is not impossible. Un-
doubtedly, Europe wants this to happen, Pres-
ident Biden, too, but he is too caught up in
domestic constraints to act upon his instinct,”
Professor Adib Moghaddam tells the Tehran
Times. World powers are continuing private
talks in Vienna aimed at reviving Iran’s 2015
nuclear deal but disagreements between Iran
and the West have kept on spilling into public
view. In a tweet early on Tuesday, Iran’s chief
negotiator wrote that some counterparts still
“persist in their blame game habit, instead of
real diplomacy”.

Ali Bagheri Kani said “diplomacy is a two-way
street”, suggesting that the three European
signatories to the deal — France, Germany,
and the United Kingdom — and the United
States, which unilaterally abandoned the ac-
cord in 2018, lack the political will to reach
an agreement.

This came shortly after senior diplomats from
the so-called E3 said they still have not “been
able to get down to real negotiations”.
However, analysts expect the nuclear deal
talks in Vienna to lead to some sort of con-
Sensus.

“I retain my cautious optimism that the ne-
gotiations will continue,” Adib Moghaddam
notes.

Following is the text of the interview:

Q: What is your prediction about new rounds
of talks in Vienna to revive the JCPOA? Do
you see any flexibility? Some observers argue
there is no solution but a new deal.

A: | believe it is incredibly difficult to reach a
deal, but it is not impossible. Undoubtedly,
Europe wants this to happen, President Bid-
en, too, but he is too caught up in domestic
constraints to act upon his instinct. There is
a wall of mistrust between the United States
and Iran in particular, as | have discussed
in “What is Iran?”. | would have liked to see
some Track-2 diplomacy before the talks
started, much in the same way as it happened

during the Obama administration when there
were various communications channels that
aided and abetted the diplomatic process. |
retain my cautious optimism that the negotia-
tions will continue. As the minimum outcome,
we may have another round of talks.

Q: The Iranian side says Washington is
not ready to honor its commitments in the
JCPOA? Do you think U.S. exceptionalism
may prevent it from tolerating anything that
challenges its supremacy?

A: | think it is fair to say that the political elites
governing the United States have had a dis-
torted picture of world politics in general, in-
cluding the situation with Iran. But this may
be equally true for the counterparts. It has a
lot to do with the way elite circulation happens
these days — it is not always the brightest
minds who become politicians. But | think the
analytical reason why Biden can’t act upon his
instinct, which signals to him that a diplomat-
ic solution with Iran must be sought, is largely
rooted in his imperiled domestic standing in
the United States. Obama cleverly envel-
oped the JCPOA in a language of new U.S.
diplomatic activism and as such sold it as a
triumph. Biden hasn’t had that narrative that
would have allowed him to sell a success in
the JCPOA negotiations as a political advan-
tage, even to his constituency in the United
States itself. Q: We have seen some sort of
blame game between Iran and the U.S. and
its Western allies in the midst of the Vienna
talks. Why are the Western countries trying to
neglect the fat that it was Washington that quit
the JCPOA unilaterally?

A: It is brinkmanship and | have to say both
sides were wrong to start the negotiations
with maximalist demands and stand-points.
Again, the JCPOA negotiations required a
preliminary process to ease everyone into the
Vienna meeting. In many ways, the election of
President Raisi made this difficult for Iran, as
no one in Europe or the United States wants
to be seen to do business with him. This is
just a fact.

Q: Some say the JCPOA can never meet Iran’s
expectations because no one in the West is
ready to invest in Iran after Trump abandoned

the pact. Also, there is no guarantee that the
next U.S. administration won’t pull out of any
possible deal. What is the solution?

A: The solution would have been to paste
the JCPOA into a wider diplomatic dialogue
between the United States and Iran via the
European Union. The next Iranian President
may want to display this audacity in order to
secure both the national security of Iran and
the interest of Iranian citizens. The initiative to
change international relations and everything
related to it has to come from Iran.

Q: Apparently the Iranians and the Western
countries cannot understand each other’s log-
ic. The Iranian side is talking about guarantees
and ways of compensation for the economic
loss the Trump administration caused while
the Americans expect a rapid return to the
pact without any guarantee to not breach it. Is
there any ground on which both sides find a
common language? And how do you assess
Western conceptions of Iran as a great civi-
lization?

A: My work has always also been about the
gross misperceptions of Iran from the outside
and “What is Iran?” speaks to that point, too.
But perceptions and misperceptions are so-
cially constructed, which means that they can
be rectified. It is another fact emerging from
my research and exposure, that Iran misrep-
resents itself. Why would any Iranian wait un-
til the so-called “West” perceives the country
as a great civilization when the Iranian state
doesn’t enact that image or when the Irani-
an diplomatic missions and cultural attaches
have no real impact on the representation of
the country? How many exhibitions of Iran
as a great civilization have Iranian embassies
in Berlin, Athens, London, Madrid, Paris, and
Prague organized? | know that there are many
Turkish, Qatari, Emirati and Saudi events hap-
pening, but very rarely any Iranian ones, apart
from those that some of us organize as a part
of our cultural work, without any support, as
orphaned disciples so to say. The image of
I[ran must be created from within — alas, this
is not the case and it is probably one of the
biggest weaknesses of Iran in international
diplomacy.

sions for capital market: expert

A capital market analyst believes the national budget bill for
the next Iranian calendar year (begins on March 21, 2022)
indicates that the government has a more positive view on
the market for the upcoming year, IRNA reported.
According to Peyman Hadadi, the allocation of a separate
budget for the Capital Market Development and Stabilization
Fund shows that the government is taking the necessary
measures to provide stronger support for the market and to
ensure its growth in the future.

“The allocation of a budget line for the Capital Market Devel-
opment and Stabilization Fund is considered one of the most
important points of the [Iranian calendar year] 1401 budget
bill,” Hadadi said.

The expert also pointed to the imposition of tax on rival mar-
kets including the housing market as another important and
influential change in the next budget bill and said: “Taxation
of luxury cars and expensive housing, along with taxation of
bank deposits of legal entities, is also one of the important
issues that should be appreciated about the budget bill.”

He also mentioned the elimination of subsidized foreign
currency allocations and noted that this would create huge
changes in the market and will be the starting point for some
positive progress in some industries active in the market.
The elimination of subsidies on foreign currency is not only
beneficial for the country’s macro-economy but also has a
positive effect on the capital market transactions, the analyst
said. He further pointed to the reduction of taxes on man-
ufacturing companies and added: “The important action of
the government in reducing the tax on production units from
25 percent to 20 percent will largely offset the increase in
energy costs.”

Over the past 15 months, continuous fluctuations in the Ira-
nian stock market have led shareholders, experts, and schol-
ars to believe that the government should not interfere in
the stock market, saying the government’s pre-ordered and
unrealistic pricing of some state-owned shares is the main
reason for the capital market’s current downward trend.

In mid-November, Head of Iran’s Securities and Exchange
Organization (SEO) Majid Eshqi said the government was
following new strategies to improve the capital market in the
long term. “The government’s policy, in the long run, is to
avoid pre-ordered pricing. This policy has been repeatedly
stressed by the president and the government’s economic
team and has been placed on the government’s agenda,”
Eshqi said.
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