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Mofakham
Mansion:
One of
the Best
Qajarian
Mansionin
Northeastof
Iran

ArdestanJameh Mosque:
Development Of Islamic Architecture

Mofakham Mansion
is the largest and
most significant
architectural
monument of
Qajar period in
North Khorasan,
which is located
inthe northeast of
Bojnord City.
Along with other
monuments
including Mirror
House, Pavilion,
Springhouse, and
portal, Mofakham
Mansion lied in
a big garden in
Qajar dynasty all of
which constituted
Mofakham
GovernmentHouse.
The mansion
was built at the
instigation of Yar
Mohammad Khan
Shadlu, known as
Sardar Mofakham,
in1300s AH during
Nassereddin Shah’s
reign. [twas where
Sardar Mofakham
and his familylived
and hosted state
guestsand politics.
The building
was given to
Public Health
Administration by
Sardar Mofakham’s
heirstobeusedasa
hospital.

In August-
Septemberof1991,
the mansion was
given to the then
Cultural Heritage
Organization of
Bojnord. Itbecame
the Museum of
Anthropology and
Archaeology of
Bojnord County
after some slight
repairs and
modifications.
Mofakham Mansion
was registered in
thelistof National
Heritage under
the registration
number of 952.
The Mansion’s
spectacular
architecture with
its colorful tile-
work can absorb
youinthe world of
history.

-

The Congregational Mosque of Ardestan
is one of the most beautiful and best-
preserved [ranian mosques. Vestiges of
fourhistorical epochsare discernible here.
TheearliestbelongtoaSasanid fire temple,
remodeled to meetthe needs ofa Muslim
religious building,

This primeval mosque, which
consisted ofasingle domed sanctuary,
was built in the 10th century by
Omar ibn Abdelaziz, a governor of
Esfahan. During the late 10th and
11th centuries, it wasreconstructed
and executed on the “kiosk” plan. By
the Seljuk period, the mosque was
destroyed and rebuilt on anew, four-
eivan type of the floorplan used for
the firsttime in neighboring Zavareh.
Several otherhallsand chambers were
annexed to the structure under the
Safavid rulers. The mosque is greatly
reminiscent of the Congregational
Mosque of Esfahan (ppl12-120).
However, ithas preservedintact most
of its original Seljuk decorations,
while in Esfahan they were often
replaced by adornments of later
periods. The mosque has numerous
entrances, a feature typical of Iranian
congregational mosques, which could
always be accessed easily from the
trade Orresidential sections. Of the
mosque’s five entrances, the main one
islocated in the south-western corner,
The mosque hasarectangular stone-
pebbled courtyard, enclosed by rows
of arcades interrupted by an eivan
oneitherside of the Court. The south

eivan, the sanctuary with the main
mihrab the prayer hall bordering the
sanctuary, and the two-shelled brick
domedate from 1158-1160. The south
eivan, is particularly remarkable. Itis
decorated with animpressive number
of varied patterns elaborated in brick
and stucco. Its vault features the
unrivaled whirling arabesques made
ofbrickand whitewashed. The Tnolth
inscriptionround the eivan was made
in1160,atatime when the “kiosk”
mosque was converted into the four-
eivan mosque.

The south eivan also features an
inscription from the time of Shah Abbas
Idated 1615, the subject of whichisa
taxreduction for the Shiite inhabitants
of Ardestan. The south eivan leads
to the majestic sanctuary, where the
mosque’s main mihrab is located.
This mihrabisranked amongthe best
achievements of Seljuk plaster art.
Ithas sevenrows ofinscriptionsin
Kufic, Naskh, and Taliq, carved on a
background of stucco flowers and
arabesques. The sanctuary features
the mosque’s oldest historical
inscriptionin Tholth, dating from 1158
and giving the names of the founder,
Abu Taher, and the architect, Ostad
Mahmud Esfahani. The dome is over
19 m high, and its surfaceisadorned
with more than 500 ornaments. The
remains of plain plaster decorations
from the Buyid period can be seenin
the corridor, leading from the south
eivan to the hosseiniyeh. Two stucco
mihrabs arelocated in the backbays
of the prayer hall 6, bordering the

the main mihrab, buttheir decorations
are equally remarkable.

The north eivan, known as Soffe-ye
Safa,wasbuiltin 1540.Itis wider than
two other eivans, eastern, Soffe-ye
Arnir Jomleh and western, Softe-ye
Imam Hasan, which were builtin the
17th century. The northern eivan
has aninscription dated 1539, which
indicates thatthe place wasrepaired
and partly reconstructed under
Shah Tahmasb I Safavid. ‘The corner
between the north and westeivansis
marked by ashortSeljukbrickminaret.
In this corner, one can notice the
remains of the mud-brick walls, which
belonged to the Sasanid fire temple and
were incorporated into the primeval
mosque. Three-story arches pierce the
interior of the west eivan and connect
itwith the flanking prayer halls. This
eivanisseparated from the mosque’s
western corridor behind itby alattice
brick wall. The opposite east eivan,
surmounted with a halfdome, leads
toasmall sanctuary and a prayer hall.
This hall, perhaps more than any other
section, shows traces of the mosque’s
several renovation periods.

The madreseh, named after Hajj
Hossein Nur al-Din, was founded in
1659. Today, it is Occupied by the
local office of the ICHTO. Beside the
madreseh, the mosque’s structures
include a caravanserai, a well, a
hosseiniyeh, and a bathhouse. The
mosque also has a remarkable
collection of ancient tombstones
that were gathered here from
the graveyards in Ardestans

sanctuary. They aresmallerinsizethan environs.

Isfahan Museums Address IRR
Chrhel Sotun Isfahan Province, Isfahan< Imam Hossein Square 200000
Vank Church Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank ChurchAlley 200000
Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Imam square 200000
AliGholiAghahammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, Isfahan Province, Ostandari Street 150000
ContemporaryArtMuseum Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Ostandari Street 200000

Traveling to Kashan, one of the bestancient
citiesinlran? The 3-star Negarestan Hotel
canbeagood option for you to stay while
you are visiting the city of roses. The hotel
location makes this place even more worthy.
Itislocated at Amir Kabir Street, which
means, withinless than 5 minutes you can
getto beautiful Fin Garden. On the other
hand, Sialk Hills is close too. Also, if you
go further toward the north, you can visit
the old parts of Kashan with magnificent
historical houses.

Everyyear, thereis numerous number of
festivals and ceremonies held in Kashan
andvillages nearby. Most of these events
areheldinspringandrelated to rosewater
making process. Ifyou are lucky enough
tovisitthe city in thattime, make sure you
won’tmiss them. Apartfrom that, thecity is
full of beautiful historical houses. Justtake a
walkthrough Kashan old partsand you’llsee
Boroujerdiha Historical House, Tabatabaei
Historical House, and so many other places
ready towelcome you.

Negarestan Hotel offers facilities and
serviceslike internet workstation, minibar,
and parking. You can enjoy playingbilliard
inyour spare time. Moreover, there is a gift
shop where you can buy beautiful Persian
handicraftas souvenirs for yourloved ones.
Also,you canenjoy tastinglocal foodsatthe
hotel restaurantand treatyourselftoadrink
orsnackatthehotel coffee shop.
Allroomsinthe Negarestan Hotel have a
view of Fin Garden. So you have a fantastic
view. You will find an indoor fridge (with
free water), drawers, lampshade, working
desk, wardrobe, and closetin yourroom.
Also, there is a TV and phone for your
convenience.You canuseaprivate bathroom
with western toilet, toiletries, and shower
ineveryroom.Please note thatthe room
serviceisnotfreeatthishotel.

WHERE TO EAT

Traditional Architecture

of Khansar

Khansar,atown in central Iran near the city
ofIsfahan,ishometovarious historical and
natural attractions.

The name Khansar is made up of the two
Persian words Khan, which means ‘fountain’,
and Sar which shows the ‘abundance’ of
something.

Tourists visiting Khansar in central province
of Isfahan can enjoy its beautiful gardens
and the architecture of houses, which have
maintained their traditional style.

Near Khansar, thereis also avillage named
Vistwhoseresidents weave baskets named
Morvar usinga particular type of wood.




Iran Social Security Organization
head, his deputydiein car crash

Taghi Nourbakhsh, the president of the Social Security
Organization,and Abdolrahman Tajoddin, the parliamentary
deputy of the organization, died in a car accidentin a trip to

Gorgan late on Thursday.

Their car was hit by a truck near the Western entrance of
Gorganand both wereinjured and died laterinahospital.

The two officials were accompanying Iran’s Minister of Labour
and Welfare Mohammad Shariatmadariin the official visit.
Shriatmadariand provincial governor-general Seyyed Manaf
Hasehmihad immediately arrived in Hakim Jorjani hospital

NEWS

Dumaendorses agreementon
Iran-EAEU free trade zone

Russia’s State Duma on Thursday unanimously
endorsedanagreementon establishmentofafree
tradezone between Iran the Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU).

Inits Thursday’s opensession, the members ofthe
State Duma with the majority of votes approved
the agreementon the establishment of the free
tradezone, signed in the Kazakhstan capital city of
AstanaonMay17.

The volume of trade between Iran and EAEU
memberstatesin 2017 stood at 2.7 billion dollars.
Earlier, Iranian Ambassador to Russia Mehdi
Sanaeitold the Islamic Republic News Agency
(IRNA) that negotiations on the free trade
agreementstarted two yearsago and both sides
have finally agreed on alistof commodities that
aresubjecttoreduction or omission of tariffs after
lengthy discussions.

The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU, or
unofficially EEU, sometimes known informally
as the Eurasian Union (EAU), is a political and
economicunion of stateslocated in central and
northern Eurasia. The treaty aiming for the
establishmentofthe EAEU was signed on 29 May
2014 by theleaders of Belarus, Kazakhstan and
Russia,and cameinto force on 1 January 2015.
The Eurasian Economic Union has anintegrated
single market of 183 million people and a gross
domestic productofover 4 trillion U.S.dollars.
The EAEUintroduces the free movementofgoods,
capital, services and people and provides for
common policiesinthe macroeconomicsphere,
transport, industry and agriculture, energy,
foreigntrade and investment, customs, technical
regulation, competition and antitrustregulation.

US using dollar as weapon to
challenge EU sovereignty

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for the Political
Affairs Seyed Abbas Araghchi said that the US
governmentis usingits currency asa “weapon” to
challenge Europe’s national sovereignty.

He made the remarkinameeting, held on Iran-
[taly mechanism for political consultation, with
Secretary-General ofthe Italian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Elisabetta Bellonilate on Thu., Nov. 15, in
Italy’s capital Rome and said, “the United States has
turned its currencyintoa “weapon” andisusingit
to challenge the sovereignty of Europeannations.”
The two sides exchanged views in various
issues including bilateral cooperation in
political, economic and cultural fields, Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), regional
issuesin Mediterranean, Middle Eastand Persian
Gulf, latest developments in Syria, Lebanon,
Afghanistan, Yemen, situation of terrorism,
extremismand separatismin the region, transit of
drugs and crisis of refugees, etc.

officials.

Khalil Hanif, the director of provincial affairs at the ministry of
jobsandsocial security wasalsoinjuredintheaccident.
HadiHashemian, the head of Golestan Judiciary said the driver

hasbeenarrested.

Bodies of Nourbakhsh and Tajeddin were transferred to Tehran
for funeral procession on Friday morning, after aceremony in
Gorgan tocommemorate the two high-ranking officials.

Social Security Organization (SSO) is a social insurer
organizationinIranwhich provides coverage of wage-earners
and salaried workers as well as voluntary coverage of self-

employed persons.

to follow up closely the process of medical treatment of the

Anumber of Iranian officials,
including President Hassan
Rouhani,
Speaker Ali Larijani, fisrt
Vice President Es’hagh
Jahangiri, Chairman of
Expediency Discernment
Council
Hashemi
AEOI head Ali Akbar Salehi
have issued messages to express
condolencesto their bereaved families and the people of

Parliament

Mahmoud
Shahroudi and

Iran.

their

Gold,dollardown in Iran even
after US restored sanctions

In an interview with CNN,
Iranian Ambassadorto London,
Hamid Baeidinejad, said Iran
now has a lot of alternatives
tosellits oil seeing that other
countries are not willing to
comply with the US’demandsas
theyusedtobeinthe past.

Market figuresin Iran show the
prices ofthe US dollarand gold
-two key drivers of consumer
prices-havebeendeclining over
the pastweekin whatis seenas
aclear defiance againstearlier

predictions that sanctions
couldtriggerapriceshockinthe
country.

The pricesofthe USdollaragainst
the Iranian Rial saw a decline
ofaround 10 percent from the
closing hours of trading on
Saturday until Wednesday - the
end oftradingin the week.

The hard currency was traded
at Rials 144,000 on Saturday,
butwithdrew to aslow as Rials
130,000 on Wednesday,according
figures provided by bonbast.com
-akeyplatformthatprovidesthe
average marketfigures.

The drop in the price of gold
hasbeenwider. The price of the
precious metal saw aslide of at
least 13 percentover the same
period.

Each Emami gold coin - which
hasapurityrate of 90 percentand
weighs8.13 grams -

was traded at Rials 40 million at
the end of trading of Wednesday,
marking a decline ofabove 11
percent compared to Saturday
when it was traded at Rials 45
million.

Also, the price ofeach gram of gold

declined from Rials 0.68 million
on Saturday to Rials 0.65 million
on Wednesday, down around
four percent.The administration
of US President Donald Trump
launched the second wave
of sanctions againstIran from
November 5inwhich auniversal
ban onthe country’s oil exportsis
aprimary objective.

US officials have already said
the sanctions would be meantto
bring down Iran’s oil exports to
zero. However, Iranian officials
have repeatedly rejected the
feasibility of this, stressing that
international consumers cannot
afford tolose Iranian supplies.
Iranhasevendevised aninitiative
tosellits oilto individual buyers
in face of US sanctions thatban
states from purchasing the
country’s crucial fuel.

The initiative enables Tehran to
putits oilbarrelsup for the grabs
throughits Energy Bourse.So far,
tworounds ofauctions have been
held duringwhichacollective ofat

least 1.4 millionbarrelsof oilhave
beensoldtointernational clients.
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani
saidthe “oppressive” USsanctions
would only harm the Iranian
people, giving assurances that
the country will prevail over the
restrictive measures and will
continue tosellits oil.

“The Americans thought they
could completely cut Iran’s
oil exports, but they realized
themselvesinthe days [ahead of
thereimposition ofthe sanctions]
that this is neither practical
nor possible,” he told a cabinet
meetingin Tehran on Wednesday;,
referringtothe waiversthe UShas
granted to major buyers oflranian
crude after the sanctions against
Tehran snapped backinto place
onNovember 5.

Rouhani further emphasized that
the US sanctions will fail to affect
Iran’s oil sales, saying, “We have
so many ways of selling oil, and
thatwill render their sanctions
ineffective.”

US officials have
already said the
sanctionswould be
meant to bring down
Iran’soilexports
to zero. However,
Iranian officials
haverepeatedly
rejected the feasibility
of this, stressing
thatinternational
consumers cannot
affordto lose Iranian
supplies.

/

Maku combined-cycle power plant to be

inaugurated next week

ChiefExecutive of Maku Combined-Cycle Power PlantSamad Pashapour
said thatthe firstphase ofthe plant, with the production capacity of 80-
MW electricity, willbecome operational nextweekin the presence of
President Hassan Rouhani.With the studiesmadeinthisregard, 100to
150-megawattelectricity should be added to the capacity of the power
plantannually, he said,adding, “relevantequipmentand machinery of
thepower plantwereimportedintothe countryinlate2016."Installation

~

ofpartsand equipmentwas delayed foraperiod ofaboutseven months
duetotherainfalland severe climatic conditions,he maintained.Maku
Combined-Cycle Power Plantwill be putinto operationin cooperation
witha Chinese company, Pashapour observed.Elsewhereinhisremarks,
he pointed to the participation of foreign company inlaunching this
powerplantandsaid, “foreign companyhasprovided 70 percent credits
needed for constructingthis power plantwhile theremaining 30 percent
willbe provided byinternal financial resources ofthe power plant.”
CEO ofthe power plant putthe cost spent for launching the firstand
second phaseofthe powerplantat€40and-€30million, respectively.

NO 84

Solution: NO 83

\I
—

w o olo/NN|= o b
\CHE NN NG IS NNS, | ENREe WIS
N = olhlw oo N o
O N o|lw o= N o

AW =N~ N0 | O O

A NO|O OO |WwW (=N
- O N|O 00| ~|OT W
O~ N~ | W[IN |00 |©
0O WIN N O|O |~

US can’t cut off Iranian oil exports:
President Rouhani

Iranian president, Hassan
Rouhani said despite US
attemptstocutthelraniancrude
exports down to zero, Tehran
will continueits oil sales.“The
Americans thoughtthey could
completelycutlran’soilexports,
buttheyrealized themselves
thatthisisnotpossible”, Iranian
PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid
ataweekly cabinetmeetingon
Wednesday.Americahaschosen
the wrongpathinsanctioning
Iranandwillbedefeated, Iranian
PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid.

President Hassan Rouhani
remarks was a reaction to
waivers the US granted to the
major buyers of [ranian crude
oilafterre-imposingsanctions
againstTehran.He stressed that
Iran will manage to defeatthe
US restrictive measures and
continue its oil sales.Rouhani
further emphasized that the
US sanctions will fail to affect
[ran’soil sales, saying, “We have
so many ways to sell oil, and
thatwillrender their sanctions
ineffective.”
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What's News

EUpicked
Luxembourg
as hostfor
SPVonlIran

trade

The European Un-
ionhasreportedly
picked Luxembourg
tohostthe so-called
Special Purpose Ve-
hicle (SPV) which
the bloc has de-
signed to conduct
banking transac-
tionswith Iran after
the United States
restored sanctions
againstthe country
earlier thismonth.
Reuters quoted EU
diplomats as say-
ing that the main
European powers
- Germany, France
and Britain - would
soonraise pressure
on Luxembourg to
the same effect.
The decision, the
diplomats said, fol-
lowed Austria’s fail-
uretohostthe SPV.
Luxembourgwould
beagood candidate
tomanage the [ran
SPV given its expe-
rience settingup a
similar mechanism
duringthe 2009-12
euro zone financial
crisis.

Belgium would be
the next country
thatthe bloc would
talktoincaseanoth-
erhostwouldbere-
quired to be found,
thereportadded.
The EU proposed
the mechanism to
help protectthe eco-
nomic benefits for
Iran fromthe 2015
nuclearagreement
thatthe members of
the Security Coun-
cil plus Germany
sealed with the
country.

The SPVisakind of
clearing house that
could be used to
help match Iranian
oiland gas exports
againstpurchasesof
EUgoodsinaneffec-
tive barterarrange-
mentcircumventing
USsanctions, based
onglobaluse ofthe
dollar for oil sales,
Reuters wroteinits
report.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
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Russiaaccuses
USifusing
phosphorus

in Eastof
Euphrates

The US-led Coalition
has resumed
airstrikes east of the
Euphrates River in
Syria, and are using
white phosphorous
munitions, Russian
Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharovahassaid.
'The Americans have
resumed intensive
airstrikes  against
terrorist-controlled
settlements along
the eastern bank of
Euphrates, including,
according to local
residents, the use of
white phosphorus
munitions,' Zakharova
said, speakingatapress
briefingin Moscow on
Thursday.

Earlier, a Coalition
officials told Sputnik
that repeated Syrian
mediareports on the
use of cluster munitions
in eastern Syria were
'false,’ and that the
Coalition's operations
'conform to the Laws
of Armed Conflict." On
Wednesday, the Syrian
Arab News Agency
(SANA) accused the
Coalition of using
cluster munitions in
strikes on the towns of
al-Sha'afa and Hajin,
leading to civilian
casualties.

Last week, SANA
reported that the
Coalition used white
phosphorus in Hajin
in strikes earlier this
month. A spokesman
said thatthe Coalition
would investigate
reported civilian
casualties, butdid not
addressthealleged use
of white phosphorus.
The Coalition has
previously denied
the use of the type of
munitions.

White phosphorus
munitions are banned
under the 1977 First
Additional Protocol
to the 1949 Geneva
Conventions.

The US-Led Coalition
began a campaign of
airstrikes in Syria in
2014, following up
with ground-based
operationsin eastern
and southern Syria.
The Syrian government
has condemned the
Coalition's efforts,
stressingthattheyhave
notbeenauthorized by
the Syrian government
or the UN Security
Council.

US challenging Europeans’
national sovereignty:

Araqchi

The Iranian deputy foreign minister for political affairs
said on Thursday thatdollar hasturned intoaweaponsin
the hand of the UStoimposeitsillegitimate demands on
European partners, challenging European states’ national

sovereignty in practice.

US challenging Europeans’ national sovereignty: Araqchi
Abbas Araqchi who is currently in Rome to attend
ameeting on the Iran-Italy mechanism for political

consultation made the remarks ina meeting with Italian
Deputy Foreign Minister Elisabetta Bellonilate Thursday:.
During the meeting, both officials discussed range of
issuesincluding mutual political, economicand cultural
cooperation, JCPOA, Mediterranean developments,
Middle East and Persian Gulf as well as latest
developmentsin Syria, Lebanon, Afghanistan, Yemen,
terrorism, extremism and separatism in the region,
transitofdrugsand crisis of refugees.
Bothsidesalsounderlined the need for continuation of
constructive interaction to furtehr boostties based on
mutual respectas Tehran and Rome’s principled policy.
They also called for removing obstacles in the way of

Iran.

UpsetbyTrump's Iran waivers,
Saudis push for deep oil output cut

When US President Donald Trump
asked Saudi Arabia this summer to
raise oil production to compensate
forlower crude exports from Iran,
Riyadh swiftly told Washington it
would doso.

But Saudi Arabia did not receive
advance warning when Trump made
aU-turn by offering generous waivers
thatare keepingmore Iranian crudein
the marketinstead ofdriving exports
from Riyadh’sarch-rival down to zero,
OPECand industry sources say.
Angered by the US move that has
raised worries about over supply,
Saudi Arabia is now considering
cuttingoutputwith OPECanditsallies
by about 1.4 million barrels per day
(bpd) or 1.5 percentofglobal supply,
sources told Reuters this week,
Reutersreported.

“The Saudisareveryangry at Trump.
Theydon’ttrusthimanymore and feel
very strongly aboutacut. Theyhadno
heads-up aboutthe waivers,” said one
senior source briefed on Saudienergy
policies.

Washington has said the waivers are
atemporary concessionto allies that
imported Iranian crude and might
have struggled to find other supplies
quickly when US sanctions were
imposed on Nov. 4.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
said on Nov. 5 that cutting [ranian
exports “tozeroimmediately” would
have shocked the market. “Idon’t
wanttoliftoil prices,” he said.

A USsourcewith knowledge of the

matter said: “The Saudis were going
to be angry either way with the
waivers, pre-briefed or even after the
announcement.”

A US State Department official
said: “We don’tdiscuss diplomatic
communications.”

The US shift toward offering
waivers adds to tension between
the United States and Saudi Arabia,
as Washington pushes for Riyadh to
shed fulllight on the murder of Saudi
journalist Jamal Khashoggiin the
Saudi consulate in Turkey.

“The Saudis feel they were completely
snookered by Trump. They did
everythingtoraise suppliesassuming
Washington would push for very
harsh Iranian sanctions. And they
didn’tgetany headsup from the US
thatlIran will getsofter sanctions,”
said asecond source briefed on Saudi
oil thinking.

Saudi energy ministry did not

respond to a Reuters request for
comment.

Since the summer, Riyadh hasled
the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries, Russiaand other
producers to hike supplies by over 1
millionbpd to keepalid on pricesas
USsanctions wereimposed.

Brent oil had surged above 86$%
abarrelin October on tight supply
worries, but prices have since slid to
66%on concerns aboutoversupply.
Trump had wanted lower oil prices
before the US midterm elections
earlier this month. Washington gave
waiversin November to eightbuyers
to purchase Iranian oil for 180 days.
This was more waivers than were
initially expected.

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, akey Trump administration
ally, wants prices at 80% or more
for his economicreforms, sources
familiar with Saudi thinking say.

/

Thursday.

accordingto Sputnik.

N

Dujarric was asked to comment on pressreports quoting
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu as saying that
Turkey had initially chosen to work with Saudi Arabia, but
had now concluded thataninternational probe wasneeded,

'We saw the pressreports that something may be coming,’
Dujarricsaid. 'We have notreceived anything,and as we have
said, the secretary-general would need amandate froma UN

UN awaitsTurkeyrequesttoinitiate Khashoggikilling probe

The United Nations is waiting for arequestfrom amember
nation, most likely Turkey, before establishing UN-led
international probe of the murder of Saudi columnistJamal
Khashoggi, spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters on

legislative body to proceed with aninternational investigation.'
The New York Times quoted unnamed Turkish officials as
saying that Ankarawasweighingrequests foraninvestigation
by the human rights commission ofthe Organization of [slamic
Cooperation,aswellasforanindependentinquiry under the
UN secretary-general.

Earlier on Thursday, the United Statesimposed sanctions on
17 Saudinationals for human rights abuses related to their
rolesinthe October 2 murder of Khashoggiatthe Saudi Arabian
ConsulateinIstanbul on October 2.

Saudi Arabia eventually admitted that Khashoggihad been
murdered andindicted 11 people this week, butthe nation has
notindicated who gave an order to kill the columnist.

~

/

mutual ties and engagement
ofthe two countries’ private
sectors.

The Italian official, for
her part, said thatItalian
companiesare seeking to
continue theiractivitiesin
Iran, urging European states
forremoving impediments
in the way of mutual ties and
minimizingrisk of sanctions faced
by the European and [talian companies working with

NEWS

Iran, Russia underline expanding

cultural ties

The Iranian minister of culture and Islamic
Guidance and Russian culture ministerin ameeting
on Thursday called for promotion of Iran-Russia
relationsinvarious cultural domains.

Iranian Minister Seyyed Abbas Salehi met with
Russian Culture Minister Vladimir Medinsky after
attendingtheinaugural ceremony ofaninternational
culturalforumin Saint Petersburgand discussed with
him Tehran-Moscow cultural cooperation.
Appreciating the Russian government's assistance
in organizing Iran cultural week in Russia, Salehi
expressed hope that Russia cultural week would be
heldinIrannextyear.

Medinsky, for his part, expressed his country's
readinessto expandall outrelations with the Islamic
Republicoflran.

The Iranian ministeris scheduled to meetwitha
group of Russian Iranologists and professors of
Persianlanguage andliterature in Saint Petersburg
Friday.

The 7th Saint Petersburg International Cultural
Forum opened in the Russian cultural capital
Thursday, attended by the culture ministers of
various countries, senior political officials and
representatives ofinternational organizations.

St. Petersburg International Cultural Forum s a
unique cultural eventofthe world level, adiscussion
platform, which attracts annually several thousand
cultural experts fromall over the world.
Theforumisheld by the Governmentof St. Petersburg
with the supportofthe Ministry of Culture of the
Russian Federation and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs ofthe Russian Federation.

Cooperating with Iran a priority for
Rome: Italian M P

Presidentofthe Foreigner and European affairs
Committee ofthe Chamber of Deputies Marta Grande
says cooperating with Iranin West Asiais certainly
one ofthe priorities for the Italian government.
Inameeting with visiting Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister for political affairs Abbas Araqchi, Grande
said Europe is determined to work with Iran within
the framework ofthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) in the wake of the US exit from the
deal.

She also said that European states were working
onthe Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) for financial
interactions with Iran.Grande pointed outthat the
JCPOAwasnotjustanagreementbetween Iranand
the United Statesorbetween Iranandthe G1+5but
ratheraninternational deal manifesting the will of
the United Nations Security Council.

Duringhis one day visitto Italy, besides a working
breakfast with [talianreporters and researchers,
Araqchialso met with the Italian foreign ministry
secretary general, president of the foreign affairs
committee of the Senate and the Vatican foreign
minister, briefingthem onIran's stands onthe JCPOA
and situationaround cooperation with Europe and
Italy.

S. Africa, Europe reiterate preserving JCPOA, lifting sanctions

report

Theleaders of European Unionand South
Africainastatementatthe end of the
Seventh Joint Meeting in Brussels on
Thursday stressed the significance of
the JCPOA aswellastheneed forIran’s
benefitsfromdeal.

The statement signed by the President
ofthe European Council Donald Tusk,
President of the European Commission
Jean-Claude Juncker and South African
President Cyril Ramaphosaread, “We
welcome Iran’s continued commitment
to the fulland effective implementation
oftheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA),asc

the JCPOA to
commitment
We recall th

2231.

thirteen reports, and in line with its
obligationsunder the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.

'We call on the remaining parties to

workinganddeliveringonits goal,isakey
elementofthe global non-proliferation
architecture and asignificantdiplomatic
achievementendorsed unanimously by
the UN Security Council inits Resolution

onfirmed by the [AEA in

continue to honor their
sunder the Agreement.
at the JCPOA, which is

'We stress the importance of the
preservation and continued, full and
effectiveimplementation of allaspects
oftheJCPOA, whichincludes sanctions
lifting and the consequences arising
fromit,inthe interest of regional and
international peace and security. We call
uponlIranto playaconstructiveroleinthe
region and to refrain from any activities
whichareinconsistentwith UN Security
Council Resolution 2231,” Europa.eu
reported.Overthe pastmonths, EUhason to
several occasionsrebuked US for quitting
thedealandreinstating sanctions against

Currently, itis mulling
amechanism of Special Purpose Vehicle
(SPV) tohelp continuebankingand trade
cooperationbetween Iranand EU.

It also fulfilled Blocking Statute
help small- and medium-
sized companies to evade US
sanctions.




in Iran

US, S. Arabia, UAE, Israel Masterminding Terrorist Attacks

Commander ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Aerospace Force Brigadier
General Amir Ali Hajizadeh warned that the US, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Israel are
collaboratingin plots to fomentinsecurityinIran.

"The US, Saudi Arabia, the UAE and the Zionist regime are advancing three hostile projects
focused on economy, psychological operationsand stirringinsecurity in the country," General
Hajizadehtold reportersinthe Northern city of Qazvin on Wednesday.

5000 Rials

Headded thatthe threeintended to make Iraninsecureastheydid in Syriaand Iraq fewyears

Saturday,Novem-
ber17,2018, N0.93

Headlines
UpsetbyTrump's
Iranwaivers, B g
Saudis pushfor Responsibility
deepoiloutputcut ~ forIran’s
benefits from
Dumaendorses JCPOAlies with
EU:Araqchi
agreementon Iran- o .
The deputy foreign
EAEUfl'eetradezone minister for political
ﬂ affairsreiteratedIran’s
ArdestanJameh compliance with the
Mosque:Development Of L (_IPO?' sayinng?:t
. " irectresponsibllity
IslamicArchitecture for Iranian nation’s
benefits from the deal
lieswith the Europe.

Morning calltoprayer:

In a meeting with
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Kashan waiting for global registration
as hub of'textile industry

Kashan wasregistered nationally as the capital

oftraditional textile art,and the possible global

registration hasbeen the hope torevive thisart.

Kashanisone ofthe tourism hubs ofthe country; a
citywithanancientandrich history. The industry of
traditional textile, known as a forgottenart,isone
ofthe attractions of Kashan along the architectural
masterpiecesspecificto this city. The textile industry
isbeing destroyed due to the lack of necessary
technologyinfrastructures, highlevel ofimports and
alsoitstime consumingtraining process.

"Consideringthe capacities of Kashanin traditional
textileindustry and the existence of workshops and
active artistsin this field, this city isthe best option
for the global registration as the traditional textile

city," thedirector general of Isfahan cultural heritage,
handicrafts, and tourism organization said.
"According to the capacities of Isfahan's counties,
we try toregister a county nationally each year," he
emphasized.

-60seconds short film festival of Isfahan

The first -60seconds short film festival of

Isfahan hasbeen held since this October and

willlasttothe next April; the purpose of this fest

is putting various aspects and views together

aboutIsfahan.

The first -60seconds short film festival of
Isfahan hasbeen started since November 14
with the cooperation of Isfahan municipality.
This festival will be continued until next April.
"People can participate in this festival by
uploadingtheir -1minute films to Aparat,” the
director ofthe festival said regarding the details
ofthe festival.

"The festival will be juried in 2 parts; the first
partisthe publicvotes whichwillberegistered
onthesite,and the second partisthe-5member
jury committee who will choose 5 films as the
bestfilmsin April," Farid Salavati said.
Pointing to the goals of this festival, he said,
"Isfahan doesnotonlyhave the Zayandeh-Rood
River, Si-o-Se Poland Khajoo Bridges, there are

ey

‘ond Short Film Festival

many attractions in Isfahan. We wanteveryone,
even the foreign tourists to show their films
aboutIsfahan from differentaspects, even
those people who startabusinessin different
fields such ashandicrafts or café in Isfahan can
advertise their work, and also display anew
perspective of the city."

Enthusiasts can upload their films at www.
aparat.com/esfahan. The closing ceremony of
this festival willbe held in April,and the selected
filmswill be introduced.

Gold,dollardown in Iran even after
USrestored sanctions

Urbanism Weekin Isfahan

Iran's academy of urban planning will hold

the town planning commemoration week

in Isfahan for the first time on the occasion

of "World Town Planning Day" and "the

special day of Isfahan" with the cooperation

of universities and [sfahan urban planning

organizations.

"Town planning commemoration week willbe heldin
universities throughoutthe city and the centrallibrary
ofthe municipality,on November 22 to 29, focusing
onthesocial mission ofthe urban planners,” the head
of Departmentof Urban Studies and Planning of the
municipality of Isfahan said.

"The programs of the town planning commemoration
weekinclude holding a special workshop regarding

theresearch methods for architecture and urban
planning, special workshop to investigate the role of
creativity in solving the urban issues, photo contest,
talking with graduates of urban planning major,and
displaying the best works of urbanism in Isfahan
universities," Faryad Parhiz said.

"The town planning commemoration week will
be held with the presence of [ranian prominent
professors of architecture and urban planning,
Ghodratollah Nowrouzi, the mayor of Isfahan
metropolis, Fereydoon Allahyari, the head for Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization
ofIsfahan province, the head ofthe faculty of urban
planningand architecture of science and technology
university, Isfahan deputy mayor for architecture and
urban planning, the head ofurban planningengineers'
community,and urban authorities, along with various
contestsand workshops," he continued.

Digital marketing necessary to develop tourismin Isfahan

"The highestrate of tourism can be realized under
the shadow of digital marketing, but a major partof
advertisingand branding, depends on governmental
decisions,and undoubtedly the main stakeholders
should provide a careful and great planning,” the vice
presidentoftourism commissionand urbanbranding
ofIsfahan chamber of commerce said.
"Comprehensive assessment of tourism programs,
discussionsabout successful experiences, advertising
based onaudience studies haveasignificantimpacton
attractingtourists," Ali Karbasi said atthe marketingand
sellingtourism services conference.

"The major problemsregarding the country's tourism
are the weaknesses for Information accessibility,
electronic infrastructure, and using the modern
marketing. First of all, we should identify the
infrastructures, the target community and audience
tohavea correct program. Also we have to specify our
audiences; in which tourist categories (sports, nature,
shoppingand ...) they belong."We have limitationsin
terms of facilities and hosting tourists, but tourism
companies thatwork professionally should predictthe
tastes of tourists, and the target country as well; then
provide the special package.

Iranurges US to stop interveningin Syria

Washington must stop interventions and its dirty
terroristgame in Syria and hurting the Syrian people
with its wrong policies, Iran's special adviser to
parliament (Majlis) speakersaid on Thursday.
Inameetingwith the Syrian parliamentary delegation,
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian offered congratulations on
thevictory ofthe Syrian people and army and said, 'Itis
time thatthe Syrianrefugeesreturned to theirhomes.'
Thelranian official described asanewtrickthe US callon
Irantoleave Syriaasaprecondition for President Bashar
al-Assadto stayin power.

Tehran will continue to cooperate with Syriabased on

adefenseagreementsigned between the twosides, he
said.

He went on to say that the Zionistregime's prime
minister Benjamin Netanyahu hashitthe wall.
Following the Syria's victories in its fight against
terrorists, it willnotbelongbefore the Syrian people
andtheregionseetheliberation of the Golan Heights,
Amir-Abdollahiansaid.

Raqib Al-Hussein Deputy Head of the Syrian
parliamentary friendship group, for his turn,
appreciated Iran's supportin combating terrorismin
Syria.
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