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IRISLshipping
operationsup43%in >
months yr/yr

Head ofIslamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines
(IRISL) Mohammadreza Modares Khiabanihas
said maritime transportation conducted by
IRISLfleetinthe firstfive monthsofthe current
Iranian calendaryear (March 21-August 22)
hasincreased by 43 percent compared to the
previousyear’s same period.

“During the first five months of the current
year, the revenue from foreign maritime
transportationreached about $431 million
toregistera 100-percentgrowth compared to
the same period of the previous year” Modares
Khiabanisaid atthe IRISL's annual general
assembly on Saturday.

The official stated that sanctionsrestrictions
along with the outbreak of coronavirus
pandemic had a negative impact on the
country’s shipping performance during the
previousIranian calendaryear.

He described the sanctions as adebilitating
factorinthe way of IRISL activities, saying that
"sanctions have madeitdifficultfor usto supply
parts for the vesselsand also have significantly
increased insurance costs."

“IRISL has conducted 21 percent of the
country'stotal maritime transport this year,
and fortunately, during these five months, not
only the shipping performance of the IRISL
hasimproved compared to the previousyear,
butalso the situation of the group (IRISL)
hasimproved much compared to [the Iranian
calendaryear] 1398 (ended in March 2020),”
hesaid.

Accordingto the official, the share of [RISL in
the country’s total maritime transportation
was 18 percentinthe previousIranian calendar
year.

He furtherreferred to the situation of the IRISL
shippingfleetand noted that IRISL currently
has 150 active vessels, of which 32 are bulk
carriers, 30 are containervessels, 22 are cargo
carriers of general goods, 18 are service and
passenger vessels, two are Roll-on/roll-offand
threebarges.

The Islamic Republic of Iran Shipping Line
Group, commonly known by its businessname
IRISL Group, isashippingline based inand
owned by Iran.

Thevessels owned by the group are manned
by 6,000 personnel who work under the
Iranian flagin the Caspian Sea, Persian Gulf,
international watersand various ports of the
world.

‘Nextyear’s budgetbill

will notface any deficits’
The head of Iran’s Planning and Budget
Organization (PBO) has said the national
budgetbill for the next Iranian calendar year
(startsin March 2022) hasbeen prepared
in away thatitwill not face any deficits, IRIB
reported.

According to Masoud Mirkazemi, the circular of
thebillhasbeen finalized and isready to be sent
tothe president's office for reviewing.
"Experts and decision-makers in preparing
and drafting the [[ranian calendaryear] 1401
budgetbill have tried to have amacro view and
tomake sure thatthe decisions made by them
will have positive effects for the entire nation
and notjustacertain group,” Mirkazemisaidin
the 14th meeting ofthe budgetbill preparation
headquarterson Saturday.
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Thevalue oftrade between Iranand Turkey rose

by 2.5 foldsin the firsthalfofthe currentIranian

calendaryear (March -21September 22), as

compared to the same period of time in the past

year,aboard member of Tabriz Chamber of

Commerce announced.

e Reza Kami
‘%"’JA" put the six-

month trade
ISFAHAN between the

NEWS
SN while the figure
for the same

time span of the past

year was nearly $2

two neighbors
at $4.7 billion,

billion.
The amount of trade
between Iran and

Turkey is increasing,
even the amount of
trade between the two
countries in the first
sixmonths ofthis year
isalmostequal to the
total tradelastyear, he
underlined.

He said Iran exported
commodities worth
$2.3 billion to Turkey
and imported products
valued at $2.4 billion
fromthe countryinthe
first half of this year,
while the figures were
$581 millionand $1.12
billioninthe same time
span of the previous
year.

The head of Iran-
Turkey Joint Chamber
of Commerce has
stated thatthe value of
bilateral trade between
the two countries is
forecasttoreach $10
billion in the current
Iranian calendar year
(ends on March 20,
2020).

“Official Turkish
statistics show that
Iran-Turkey trade has
beendeclining sharply
since the second
quarter of 2019, and
the downward trend in
trade with this country
has continued until
the second quarter of
2020. Butsince then,

Organization of advertisement:
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32274505.
Fax:031-32274507,32274511
Lithography and printing:Samim
Isfahan subscribers Office:
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ithasbeenontherise
and hasincreasedinthe
firstquarterof2021 for
the third consecutive
season; In a way, we
have witnessed a
53-percent growthin
trade value between
the two countries”,
Mehrdad Sa’adatstated.
He mentioned gas
and petrochemicals,
raw materials and
agricultural productsas
themajor goodstraded
betweenthe twosides.
The value of trade
between Iran and
Turkey rose by 53
percent in the first
quarter of 2021 from
the first quarter
of 2020, Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (TCCIMA)
reported, based on
the official statistics
released by Turkey.
The report put the
worth of the two
countries’ bilateral
trade at$986 millionin
the firstthree months of
thisyear.

Ofthe mentioned figure
about $505 million
was related to Iran's
exports to Turkey and
about $481 million
was related to Iran's
imports from this
country. Meanwhile,
in the first quarter of
2020,Iran'smaintrade
with Turkeywasrelated
toIran'simports from
this country, while
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duringthefirstquarter
of 2021, Iran's trade
balance with Turkey
was positive.
Duringthefirstquarter
of2021,Iran'simports
from Turkeyincreased
by about 29 percent
compared to the same
period last year, and
duringthe same period,
Iran's exports to this
countryincreased by 87
percent, which caused
Iran's trade balance
with Turkey from minus
$104 millionin the first
quarterof2020reacha
positive $24.4 million
in the first quarter of
2021.
Aspreviouslyreported
by the head of Iran-
Turkey Joint Chamber
of Commerce, Iran has
exported $2 billion of
commodities to Turkey
in2020.

Putting Iran’simports
from Turkey at $2.254
billionin 2020, Sa’adat
said, “Iran-Turkey
trade declined highly
in 2020, while we had
experienced anannual
bilateral trade of $15
billion,and meanwhile
our target is to reach
$30billion”.

Different factors led
to decline in trade
between the two
neighbors in the
previous year,among
themthe U.S.sanctions
and the coronavirus
pandemic were the
mostoutstandingones,

henoted.
Saying that Iran-
Turkey Joint Chamber

of Commerce is
looking foraroadmap
to improve trade
transactions between
the two sides, Sa’adat
said, “In this regard,
last year, the issue of
trade ethics between
the two countries
was addressed and
some indicators were
selected in this field,
because if we want to
improve the volume of
trade and achieve the
goals, we must take
actionto solve theroot
problems.”
“Preliminary studies
have shown that many
problems arise from
business ethics that
need to be addressed
inorderto alleviate the
problems thattraders
are struggling with,
and this issue was
addressedlastyear,and
we hope forafavorable
outcome” headded.
During the 27th
meeting of Iran-
Turkey Joint Economic
Committee, which was
heldin Ankarain mid-
Septemberlastyear, the
two sides investigated
different ways of
reaching the targeted
$30-billion bilateral
trade and reiterated
thatreachingthis figure
ispossible despite the
pressures of the U.S.
sanctions.

said.The

initiative
domesticor foreign buyers.
The plans were presented
to lawmakers and are
pending theirapproval, he
said.It’sunclear whether
the plansrely on the ailing
2015 nuclear deal being
restored and U.S. sanctions
onlranbeinglifted.Tehran’s
oil exports are effectively
embargoed by Washington
and sales have plummeted
since 2018, when then-
President Donald Trump
withdrew from theaccord.

Iran plans to sell oil in exchange for
investmentand goods

Iran plans to offer oil and
gas condensate to “any
investor” in exchange for
either goods or capital
investmentin the Islamic
Republic’s sanctions-hit
energy sector, the country’s
minister
ministry would welcome
investmentinboth Iran’s
upstreamand downstream
industriesin exchange for
oil or condensate, Javad
Owji said in comments
shown on state TV, without
specifying whether the

is aimed at

JM/Q’
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Iran’s foreign
debtfalls
3.3%: CBI

Thelatest datareleased
by the Central Bank of
Iran (CBI) show thatthe
country’s foreign debt
stood at $8.84 billion
at the end of the fifth
Iranian calendar month
of Mordad (August 22),
down 3.3 percent from
$9.142 billion at the end
ofthe previous year, IRIB
reported.

From the total foreign
debt, $6.36 billion was
mid-termandlong-term
debtswhile $2.48 billion
was short-term debts, the
dataindicated.

Iran’s external debts
stood at $8.744 billion at
theend ofthe firstquarter
of the current Iranian
calendaryear (June 20),
down 4.35 percent from
$9.142 billion at the end
ofthe previous year, IRIB
reported.

Some $6.733 billion of the
total foreign debtin the
mentioned period was
mid-termandlong-term
debtswhile $2.011 billion
was short-term debts.
External debt is the
portion of a country's
debt that is borrowed
from foreign lenders
including commercial
banks, governments, or
international financial
institutions. Theseloans,
including interest, must
usually be paid in the
currency inwhichtheloan
was made.

Foreign debt as a
percentage of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP)
istheratio between the
debt a country owes to
non-resident creditors
anditsnominal GDP.
Backin January, Deputy
Minister of Finance
and Economic Affairs
Mohammad-Ali Dehgan
Dehnavi had said the
country’s foreign debts
werevery insignificant.
“Currently, the volume
of Iran's foreign debtis
extremely small dueto the
existingrestrictions,” said.
The official noted that
using foreign debts could
beapositive opportunity,
meaning that the
government can borrow
from abroad and invest
inside the country.
According to Dehnavi
mostofthe government’s
debts are internal.
Having external debtsis
important globally, butit
isnotcurrentlyimportant
forIransince the country
has almost no foreign
debts.
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President
Raisi
felicitates
Iranian
wrestlers
onworld’s
runner-up
title

In a message
congratulating
Iran's Greco-Roman
wrestlers on winning
the world’s runner-
up title atthe World
Championships in
Norway, President
Ebrahim Raisi
emphasised, “This
powerfuland hopeful
presence was another
sign ofthelongsteps
of a dynamic and
capable nation to
conquer the summits
ofhonourand meritof
the worthy and lively
young people of this
region and showed
the real position of
our country's ardent
heroesintheworld”.
President Ebrahim
Raisi’s message is as
follows:

Inthe Name of Allah,
the Most Beneficent,
the Most Merciful
The historical and
lasting excellence
of our country’s
wrestlers and
winning the title
of runner-up with
four gold and two
bronze medals in
the World Wrestling
Championship
in Norway 2021,
doubled the
happinessofthedear
nation ofIran.

This powerful and
hopeful presence
was another sign of
the long steps of a
dynamicand capable
nationto conquer the
summits of honour
and merit of the
worthy and lively
young people of this
region and showed
the real position of
our country's ardent
heroesintheworld.
Appreciating and
thanking the hard
work of the staff
and coaches of the
national wrestling
teams, I praise the
greateffortsofall the
dearwrestlers of the
country and I pray
to God Almighty for
thehonourand pride
ofthe heroic nation
of Iran in all sports
fields.

Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi
President of the
Islamic Republic of
[ran

—

Yemen, Persian Gulfissues part
of Iran-Saudi Arabia talks

Stating thatIran and Saudi Arabia have held 4 rounds of
talks, Saeed Khatibzadeh said that bilateral and regional
issues, especially the Persian Gulfand Yemen were among
the mostimportantissues discussed during the talks.
Speakingin his weekly press conference, Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh answered
questions onawide range of topics.

Yemen, Persian Gulfissues part of Iran-Saudi Arabia talks
Answeringa question aboutIran-Saudi Arabia talks in the
Iraqi capital of Baghdad, Khatibzadeh said, "Baghdad has
beenagoodhostto date,and thereisnoneed to change the

Tehran-Baku ties should notbe affected by

location ofthe talksaslongas possible. The two countries
arediscussingmore seriousissues."

"Iran has always pursuedits policy and believes that talks
betweenregional actorsand Iranand Saudi Arabia canbe
one ofthe pillars of peace and stability in the Persian Gulf
region," headded.

"Iran and Saudi Arabia have held four rounds of talks in
Baghdad and bilateral and regional issues, especially the
Persian Gulfand Yemen were among the mostimportant
issues discussed during the talks," the Iranian diplomat
noted. "The fate of Yemen will be determined by the Yemeni
peopleand their will. WhatSaudiArabiahasto doisstop the
war and the cruel siege and the conditions thathaveled to

media hype: Iran FM

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic

Republic of Iran Hossein Amirabdollahian

has said that media propaganda should

not have a negative impact on Baku-

Tehranrelationship, noting thathis Azeri

counterparthasthe opportunity to visit

Iran.

z ») B Amirabdollahian
4y made the remarks
|SH“'IAN in an interview

with Russia's state-
run TV network,
underlining thatas
foreign minister of
Armeniavisited Tehran
onrecentdays, Azerbaijan
Republic's FM can also
travel to the Iranian
capital.

NEWS

NEWS

o

heargued.

L time.
One of priorities of

Iranian government's
foreign policyis focusing
on neighboring states,
including northern
neighbors, the foreign
minister said, adding that
Azerbaijanand Armenia
are considered two good
neighbors of the [slamic

Republic.
Iran cannot collaborate conolitics
with one neighbor geop :

against the other one,
because Tehran pursues
abalanced foreign policy
and that means the
Islamic Republiciskeento
arrange therelations with
Azerbaijanand Armenia

based on mutualinterests,

The Iranian top diplomat
underlined thatheisready
tovisitthe capitals ofboth
neighboring statesindue

Pointingto his talks with
his Azeri counterpart,
Amirabdollahian
thathe had afriendly and
frank discussion with
Jeyhun Bayramov on the
sidelines ofthe UN General
Assembly in New York,
expressing concernabout
foreigninterventioninthe
regionaswellas change of

The foreign minister
also wenton to say that
presence of terrorist
elementsintheregionis
animportantissue, which
has been raised during
diplomatictalks between
Azeriand Iranian officials,

human tragedy."

Healso expressed hopethatlran
and Saudi Arabiarelations will
contribute to the peace and
stability in the Persian Gulf
region.

Iran, Azerbaijan should not
allow third parties to affect
relations
The FM spokesman also spoke about
therelationsbetween Iranand the Republic of Azerbaijan,
sayingthatthe two countries have always pursued alogical
procedurein theirrelations.

NEWS
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US, UK Warn of Security

adding that in recent
weeks, Baku has vowed
to embark on cleansing
the border areas from
terrorists.

Emphasizing culturaland
religious commonalities
between Azerbaijan and
Iranasbigassetstohelp
manage political issues,
Amirabdollahian ruled
outforeignintervention
and media hype, which
attempt to portray an
unrealisticimage of the
situation.

As to Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov's
proposition forresolving
dispute in the Caucasus,
the Iranian FM stated
that there are various
plans for the Nagorno-
Karabakh crisis, including
343 format, which was
suggested by Russia.
Moscow suggested

Caucasus,

Turkey,and Iran.

said pointed out

relations.

fields.

the establishment of
a new format in the
comprising
three Caucasian states -
Armenia, Azerbaijan, and
Georgia - and their three
big neighbors - Russia,

Amirabdollahian further
recent
remakes made by Azeri
officials, saying thatIran
sees such harsh remarks
asunconstructive, noting
that both neighboring
states can find ways to find
abrilliant path for future

Elsewhereinhisremarks,
he referred to his talks
with Lavrov on mutual
andregionalissues, saying
thatboth sides stressed
Moscow and Tehran
should do their best to
expand cooperationinall

ThreattoTop Luxury Hotelin
Kabul

The United States and Britain have advised their
citizens torefrain from staying in Kabul hotels,
especially the Serena Hotel, due to increased
security risks."Because of security threats at
the Serena Hotel, we advise US citizens to avoid
travellingto thehoteland the surroundingvicinity",
the US Embassy in Afghanistan said in a security
alertonOctober 11, Sputnikreported.All Americans
whoareatornear the Serena Hotel should leave
immediately, the missionadded."Inlight of the
increasedrisksyouareadvised notto stayinhotels,
particularly in Kabul (such as the Serena Hotel)",
anupdated foreign travel guideline by the British
governmentread.The Serena Hotel, popular with
business travelers and foreign guests, earned
notoriety as atarget for terroristattacks by the
Taliban.In 2008, asuicideattack on the luxuryhotel
killed six.In2014, anattack perpetrated by teenage
terroristfighters claimedninelives. The mostrecent
attack,inMarch 2020, whenarockethitthe outskirts
ofthehotellefttwo peopleinjured.

Gen. Baghericondemns
terrorattackin Afghanistan's

Kunduz

Chiefof Staffof Iran’s Armed Forces Major General
Mohammad Bagheri strongly condemned the
terrorist attack in a mosque in Kunduz city
in Afghanistan on Monday.Issuing a statement
on Monday, Major General Mohammad Bagheri
condemned the terroristattack ona Shia Sayed
Abad Mosque in Afghanistan’s northeastern city
of Kunduz and expressed his condolences to the
families of martyrsand called for severe punishment
of perpetratorsofthisheinous crime.This greatand
heartbroken tragedy that caused sorrow and grief
among Muslimnationsinthe world emphasizesthe
importance of unity, amity, security and stability
inthe Islamicworld, especially in the friendly and
neighboring country of Afghanistan, he said.
Condemningthe terroristactin Afghanistan’s

Iran Assures Lebanon
of Unflagging Support

Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian reaffirmed Tehran’s
continued support for the Lebanese
resistance and the Arab country’s
security and sovereignty.

Inaninterviewwith Lebanon’s Al-Manar
television network during his stay in
Beirut, Amirabdollahian voiced Iran’s

readinessto provide Lebanon with all
kinds ofaid despite the hard economic
conditionsthatlranisexperiencing.

He also noted that the Lebanese
governmentitself must officially ask
Tehran to ask for the aid, emphasizing
thatlranrespects Lebanon’s sovereignty.
Amirabdollahian said Iran supports
Lebanon’sresistance to preserve the
Lebanese security and sovereignty,

continue.

issues, Al-Manarreported.

leaderinLebanonandtheregion.

underscoring that this support will

The Iranian top diplomatpointed to his
recentmeetingwith Hezbollah Secretary
General Seyed Hassan Nasrallah, adding
that Iran refers to the Nasrallah’s
viewpoints while dealing with regional

Hesaid Nasrallahis the greatestpolitical

Kunduz province, he added, “I express my deep
condolences to the bereaved families of victims
of thisincidentand wish speedy recovery for the
injured.”Itis hoped that officials in Afghanistan
will take necessary measuresin punishing the
perpetrators ofthis brutal crime in Afghanistan, he
noted.

Anexplosionoccurred near Eid Gah Mosquein Kabul
on Friday which killed and wounded many people.
Three peoplehavebeenarrested in connection with
theattack.

Close Iran-Pakistan cooperation in region’s interest: Senior

Iranian M P

Head of the parliamentary friendship group of the Islamic
RepublicofIran and Pakistan in Majlis (Iranian Parliament)
says that strengthening of ties between two neighboring
statesisintheregion'sinterest.

Ahmad Amirabadi-Farahani, duringan exclusive interview
withIRNA soonafterhisarrivalin Islamabad on Monday said
thatcontinuity in the parliamentary visits between Iran and
Pakistan has taken the bilateral ties to anewlevel.

Hesaid thatgood efforts have been made for the relationship
between the two governments and the two nations. The
Parliamentary Friendship Groupisan active group between
thetwo countries, to which Chinahasrecentlybeenadded.
Therepresentative ofthe people of Qom in Majlis said that
parliamentary exchanges between the two neighborsand
strengthening of these interactions will definitely expand
thepolitical, economic, trade,and border relations between
Iranand Pakistan.

**The nations of Iran and Pakistan stand united against
common enemies

Amirabadi-Farahanisaid further strengthening of Iran-
Pakistanrelationsisintheinterestoftheregion.
Consideringthe efforts of the enemies of peace intheregion,

includingthe Zionistregime's efforts for divisionand tension
intheregion, hesaid thatboth neighbors canwork closely to
counter the conspiracies of the common enemies.
Headdedthereisastrongbond between Iran and Pakistan
and the nations of the two countries will not allow
conspiraciesagainstcommon enemies.
The head of the Iran-Pakistan Parliamentary Friendship
Group in the parliament added at the moment, some
elements seem to be creating differences between the
nationsand governments of theregion.
“We believe this trip will be very useful and the meetings
we will have in Islamabad and Karachi will show deep ties
between the two nations,” he said.

Close Iran-Pakistan cooperationinregion’sinterest: Senior
[ranian MP

**Regional and Afghan developments
Amirabadi-Farahaniadded that certainly, in this trip, the
developmentsin the region, including the situation in
Afghanistan, will be followed and taken into consideration.
Relationsbetween the parliamentsand governments of [ran
and Pakistan haveled toagood consensus and exchange of
views on Afghanistan.

H e

expressed hope that

any positive change thatis going to happen will
definitely benefit the nations of the region, as well as Iran
and Pakistan.
Amirabadi-Farahaniadded thatincreasing the official
crossings of the two countries and developing neighboring
border provinces are importantissues that are always
pursued by the friendship group.
Hestressed thathe expected thatduring this visit, in addition
to the meetings with Pakistani officials, bilateral relations
andjointinteractions would increase and grow.




Tehran supports agovernment in Afghanistan in which all groups
Regardingthe USpresenceinthe West Asian region, Hossein Amir-Abdollahianstated thatthe withdrawal of the

Americansfromtheregionisdefinite.

Inanexclusiveinterview with Lebanon's Al-Manar on Sunday night, regarding the US presence in the West Asian
region, Hossein Amir-Abdollahianstated thatthe withdrawal of the Americans from theregionis definite.

Also, referringtothebravery of Martyr Lt.Gen Ghassem Soleimani, the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of
[ranstated thatMartyr Soleimaniwasanationaland aworld heroinfightingterrorism.

Inthisinterview, the Iranian Foreign Minister alsoreferred to the military drillinthe northwesternregion of Iran

30000 Rials

andsaid: "The message ofthis exerciseis peace and friendship for the neighbors and preventing the presence of
Zionistsand Takfirisin theregion."Hossein Amir-Abdollahian emphasized thatIran's policyisto preserve good
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Iran todispatch
1 P
talks B medical aids to
Afghanistan’s
Iran-Turkey Kunduz

-6month traderises

by 2.5 folds

The Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran to Kabul
0 announced sending of some
medicinesand medical aids to

If'a.ll P lanstosell help the injured and families of
oilin exchange for martyrsoftheterroristincident
investment and inamosque in Afghanistan’s

goods
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Kunduz province.Following
o therecentexplosioninKunduz
Mosque in Afghanistan, the
Islamic Republic of Iran said
that it will send medicine

04:44:58 and medical items to Kunduz
Noon call to prayer : province to help the injured
11:49:45 and families of victims of

Evening call to prayer:

17:51:45

WEATHER

this tragic incident.Iranian
Embassyin Kabulinits Twitter
accounton Mondaywrote, “An
Iranian-flagged plane carrying
humanitarian aid including
medicineand medical items
willfly from Tehran to Kunduz
in Afghanistan today to hand
over these humanitarian aids
to theinjured and families of
victimsofthisterroristattack.”

neighborliness,addingthatIranhasinformedthe Republic of Azerbaijan thatthe presence ofterroristsand the
Zionistregimeinthiscountryisnotintheinterestofpeaceinthe Caucasusregion.

Tehran-Baku ties should not be affected
by media hype: Iran FM

Tens of Thousands Take Partin Pro-European
Demonstrations across Poland

India, China'T'rade Blame for Break Down in

More than 100,000 Poles demonstrated on Sunday in

supportofEuropean Union membership afteracourtruling

thatparts of EUlaw are incompatible with the constitution

raised concerns the country could eventually leave the bloc.

Politicians across Europe voiced dismay
attheruling by Poland’s Constitutional
Tribunal on Thursday, which they saw as
undercutting the legal pillar on which the
27-nation EU stands.

Accordingto the organizers, protests took
placeinover 100 towns and cities across
Poland and several cities abroad, with
80,000-100,000 people gatheringin the
capital Warsawalone, waving Polishand EU
flagsand shouting “We are staying”.

Donald Tusk, aformerhead ofthe European
Council and now leader of the main
opposition party Civic Platform, said the
ruling Lawand Justice (PiS) party’s policies
werejeopardizing Poland’s futurein Europe,
Reutersreported.

“We know why they wantto leave (the EU)
..sothatthey canviolate democraticrules
withimpunity,” he said, speakingin front
of Warsaw’s Royal Castle, surrounded by
thousands of protesters flanked by police
vansflashingtheirlights.
PiSsaysithasnoplansfora“Polexit”.

Butright-wing populistgovernmentsin
Poland and Hungary have found themselves
increasingly at odds with the European
Commission overissues suchasjudicial
independence.

“Just as Brexit suddenly became a fact,
somethingno-one expected, the same thing
can happen here,” said Janusz Kuczynski,
59, standinginastreetin Warsaw’s historic
districtleading up to the Royal Castle.
Welcoming the courtruling on Thursday,
Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki
said each member state mustbe treated
withrespectand the EU should notbe only
“agroupingofthosewhoare equaland more
equal”.

State-run TVP broadcaster, which critics
say focuses heavily on presenting the
government’s point of view, ran anews
ticker thatread “protestagainstthe Polish
constitution” duringits coverage of Sunday’s
events.

Speakersatthe demonstrationsincluded
politicians from across the opposition,
artistsand activists.

“Thisis our Europe and nobody is going
to take us out ofit,” said Wanda Traczyk-
Stawska, a 94-yearold veteran ofthe 1944
Warsaw Uprising against Nazi German
occupiers.

BorderTalks

Talks between Indian and Chinese military commanders to

resolveaprotracted standoffonastretch of disputed Himalayan

borderhave broken down, with both sides blaming each other on

Monday for the failure to make progress.

Thousands of Indian and Chinese troops
have beenlocked in a high-altitude face-
offinIndia's Ladakhregionsincelastyear,
despite the two militaries holding more
thanadozenrounds oftalks to diffuse the
situation.

On Sunday, commanders met for the 13th
time, with Indian officials emphasizing that
the confrontation had been triggered by
"unilateral attempts of Chinese side toalter
thestatusquo",India's defense ministry said
inastatement, Reutersreported.

"During the meeting, the Indian side
therefore made constructive suggestions
forresolvingthe remaining areas butthe
Chinese side wasnotagreeable and also
could notprovide any forward-looking
proposals,”theministrysaid,addingthatthe
meetingdid notlead toaresolution.

In February, both sideshad agreed to pull
back troops from some areas around
Pangong Tso, a glacial lake at 14,000
ft (4,270 meters), after prolonged

negotiationsbetween military commanders
and diplomats ofthe two sides.read more
"The Indian side continued to insiston
unreasonable and unrealistic demands,
whichmadethe negotiations moredifficult,"
said Long Shaohua,aspokesperson for the
Chinese People's Liberation Army's Western
command, accordingtoanotice posted on
the command's WeChataccount.

Long said he hoped India would not
"misjudge the situation" and would work
with Chinato maintain peaceinthearea.
Deployments by the two sides were
enhanced after clashesinJune 2020, when
20Indiansoldierswerekilled when soldiers
foughtwithironrodsandstonesin Ladakh's
Galwan Valley.

Chinaalso suffered an unspecified number
of casualties, in the first combatlosses for
both countriesontheborderin45 years.
Buttroopsremainin close proximity in
otherparts of Ladakh,an arid snow desert
that straddles a part of the 3,500 km-
longborderbetween the nuclear-armed
neighbors.

The two countries, which foughtaborder
warin 1962, have over-lapping claims to
large areasofterritoryalongthe frontier.

Russian researcher recentmeeting of [ranian Foreign
. Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian
describes Iran- and his Russian counterpart
Russiastrategic Sergey Lavrov.
agreementofhigh Prltc_hm beheve?d that Irap and
SR Russia, astwo big economies of
Slgmﬁcallce Eurasia, have great capacities

Stanislav Pritchin, a research
fellow at Institute of Oriental
Studies ofthe Russian Academy
of Sciences, said thatthe strategic
partnership agreement to be
signed between Iran and Russia
was ofhigh significance.

In an interview with IRNA on
Monday, Pritchin noted that the
agreementwasdiscussed in the

for economic cooperation which
have failed toberealized for many
reasons.

The strategic partnership
agreementwouldbeindeedaroad
map for expansion of strategic
cooperation between the two
countries in the long run and
Tehranand Moscow would adjust
theirtiesinaccordance with the

agreement, the Russianresearcher
opined.

Heunderlined thatthe previous
Tehran-Moscow 20-year
agreementsignedin 2001 could
nolongerserveasabasistoexpand
tiesand thetwo sidesrecognized
thenecessitytoreviewand update
theagreement.

Iran and Russia can cooperate
in such important areas as
science, technology, industry,
heavy machinery, power plants,
railroad modernization, train
car manufacturing, energy,
and underground resources
explorations, the expertstressed.

1.76 min Affected
Dueto Flooding
in China's Shanxi;
17,000 Houses
Collapse

More than 1.76 million people
havebeenaffectedasofnowdueto
the severerainfalland floodingin
China's Shanxiprovince on Sunday.
Citingother mediareports, Global
Times reported that a total of
120,100 have been relocated,
2,849,600mu (189,973 hectares)
of cropshavebeen damaged, and
more than 17,000 houses have

collapsedinthearea, Asian News
International reported.

From October 2 to October 7, the
provincial average precipitation
was 119.5 millimeters (mm). The
average precipitation in Taiyuan,
Shanxi's provincial capital, in
the period was 185.6 mm, Global
Timesreported.

In comparison, the average
monthly precipitation of Taiyuan
inOctoberfrom 1981to2010was
around 25 mm. Other cities like
Linfen, Luliangand Xinzhou saw
average precipitation ofless than
50 mm in October in previous
years.

Accordingtoreports, four traffic
police officersdied asaresult of
alandslide in Shanxiprovince on
Tuesday.

The scope of flooding in
Shanxi may have exceeded the
devastatingrainstormsin Central
China's Henan Province in the
summer which had killed more
than 300 peopleasofearly August
buttheimpactislesssofar;disaster
reliefexperts said, noting thatthe
frequency of extreme weatherhas
becomeatrendinrecentyearsand
changesinstrategyareneeded to
tackle extreme weather events.
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