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CBI supplies $9.5b for
importofbasicgoods,
medicine in 6 months

Central Bank of Iran (CBI) has supplied $9.5
billion for importing basic goods as well as
medicineinthe firstsixmonths of the current

Iranian calendaryear (March 21-September
22),an official with the bankannounced.
Asreported by [RIB, Shiva Raveshi said the
governmentallocated $8 billion for the supply
ofbasicgoods and medicine in the current
fiscal year’sbudgetbill, all of which hasbeen
suppliedin the firsthalf ofthe year and $1.5
billion hasalsobeen supplied for theimports
of Covid-19 vaccine.

“The $9.5 billion thathas been provided this
year is almost equal to the total currency
provided for the imports of basic goods in
the previous calendar year (ended on March
20); thisshows that this year we performed
betterintermsof meetingtherealneeds ofthe
country,’ she said.

Raveshi pointed to the achievements of the
bank despite the difficulties created by the
U.S.sanctions, saying: “In the conditions of
sanctions and reduction of oil revenues, we
wereabletomeetthebasicneeds ofthe country
and even the necessary materials for the
productionunits, whichis considered asuccess
for the country and shows that the capacity of
the country'snon-oil exportsisincreasing.”
Backin August, the CBIhad announced thatthe
banksupplied about $15 billion forimporting
basicgoods, raw materials,and machinery as
wellasmedicinein the firstfour months of the
currentlranian calendaryear (March 21-July
22),%4.6billion of which was allocated for the
imports ofessential goods and medicine, which
was 70 percentmore thantheallocationinthe
previousyear’s same time span.

Iranian former President Hassan Rouhanihad
said inJuly thatenough basicand strategic
goods were imported into the country and
there are noworries over the supply of such
commodities.

Thevalue ofIran’snon-oiltraderose 47 percent
during the first six months of the current
fiscal year as compared to the same period of
time in the pastyear, the head of the [slamic
Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) announced.

Mehdi Mir-Ashrafisaid thatIran has traded
79.1 million tons of non-oil products worth $45
billion with other countriesinthe mentioned
period.

The officialannounced thatIran hasimported
19.1 million tons of non-oil commodities
worth $23.1 billionin the firstsixmonths ofthe
presentyear,witha37-percentgrowthinvalue
anda15-percentrisein weightyearonyear.
Accordingtothe IRICA head, out of the total
19.1 million tons of goods imported into the
country in the first six months of this year,
14.3 million worth $8.9 billion were basic
goods, which constitutes 75 percentofthe total
imported goods.
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Tensions between Iran and South Korea,

stemming from frozen Iranian assets,

are spilling over into other areas now, with

Tehran banning the importof South Korean

home appliances and Seoul blocking the bank

accounts of Iranian students.

According to
Anadolu Agency,
in a decree on
Wednesday, Iran’s

N E w s Supreme Leader

NEWS Ayatollah  Ali
S hameneibanned
the import of
electrichome appliances
from South Korea,
apparently on the request
of domesticproducers.
The move is seen in line
withthenew government’s
promise toboostdomestic
production. Iran haslong
been a major market for
Korean electric giants like
LGand Samsung.
This came amidstreports
that the South Korean
government has blocked
bank accounts of I[ranian
students and cancelled
their educational
scholarships.
Many Iranian students
presently based in South
Koreahave received emails
from their universities,
informing that their bank
accountshavebeenblocked
by the South Korean
governmentand they will
notbe gettingtheirmonthly
allowances.
“According to the Korean
government (order),allthe
bankaccounts belonging
to Iran people have been
blocked due to the financial
sanctions towards Iran
people, which have been
imposed by the Korean
government,” reads one of
the emails received by an
Iranian studentat Korea
University.
Accordingto the email, the
issue has beenraised with
the National Institute for
International Education
(NIIED), a branch of
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South Korea’s Education
Ministry that provides the
scholarships,but “since the
measure has been taken
by the government”, the
university “may not (be
ableto) solveit.”

Outrage

Inanother email received
by an Iranian student
in South Korea, the
international affairs office
atthe Seoul-based Korea
University wrote that “we
are afraid that the Korean
government stops all the
bank transactions on
Iranians,” asking them to
be “prepared for thelack of
yourbudget”.

“Itcannotbe solved by usor
NIIED as well becauseitis
the government’s decision,”
the mail read.

One of the Iranian
students who received
the email told Anadolu
Agency thatithas “come
asashocker”, alleging that
the governmentin Seoul
is “mixing politics with
educational and cultural
matters”.

“We tried to reach out
to university officials
for clarification on the
matter but they were not
approachable,” the student
said, wishing anonymity.
“One of our teachers said
itisIran’s faultasithasnot
maintained good ties with
South Korea”.

The issue has drawn
widespread anger and
outragein Iran, mostly from
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The third Iranian tanker
carrying fuel for Lebanon
has reappeared on a
satellite tracking system
in the Gulf of Suez,
TankerTrackers
reported.

The tanker Fortune has
beenidentified through the
Automatic Identification
System (AIS) that uses
transceivers on shipsand
is used by vessel traffic
services. TankerTruckers.
com tweeted the news
on Friday.The Lebanese

&%L;v

Iran, South Koreatensions spill over
into education, trade

theacademics.
“Thisisveryunfortunate,’
Raffaele Mauriello, a
professor at Tehran's
Allama Tabatabai
University wrote on
Twitter.

“We've been sending
students to South Korea
for some years now and
the results have been
very positive both for
the students and the
strengthening ofrelations
between the two countries

attheacademiclevel.”
Sayyed Mohammad
Marandi, a professor

at Tehran University
and a senior political
commentator, said Seoul
has begun to “target
students” after “preventing
Iran from purchasing
masks, ventilators, testXkits,
vaccines and equipment
to produce vaccines by
confiscatingIranian money
inKoreanbankaccounts.”

Frozenassets

Tensions between the
two countries have
dramatically escalated
inrecentyearsas Tehran
accuses South Korea of
blocking more than $7
billionin foreign exchange
reserves under the US
pressure.

Inaphonecall on Thursday,
Iran’s Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian
again raised the issue
with his South Korean
counterpart Chung Eui-
yong, criticizing Seoul for

notgiving Iran its money
back.

“Unfortunately, due tolack
of attention to theissue of
Iran's financialresourcesin
Koreaand the suspension
of trade between the
two countries and even
restrictions on the process
oftrade in humanitarian
items, Iranian people are
inadiresituation,” he was
quoted as saying by state
media.

Chung, referring to
longstanding relations
between the two countries,
emphasized the need to
resolve problems affecting
the bilateral relations, like
frozenassets. “South Korea
will continue to pursue
Iran’saccesstoitsassets,"
hesaidinhistelephonictalk
to Amir-Abdollahian.
SouthKorea's top diplomat
also expressed concern
over the banimposed on
imports of Korean home
appliances and called for
addressingtheissueinan
amicable way.

Theissue of frozen assets
has dominated discussions
between the officials of the
two countries in recent
years, including during
the visit of Korean Prime
Minister Chung Sye-Kyun
toTehranin April.

The visit came days after
the South Korean-flagged
vesselseized by Iraninthe
Persian GulfinJanuary was
released after three months
alongwithits crew.

has

Third Iranian tanker delivering fuel to
Lebanon nears Suez Canal

Hezbollah announced in
August that Iran will be
sending diesel and gasoil to
energy-starved Lebanon.
The first tanker anchored
at the Syrian port of
Baniyas and some ofits fuel
hasalready been shipped
to Lebanon by tanker
trucks.

While Hezbollah insists
thatthe some of the fuel
will be distributed among
hospitalsand other public
services, therest will be
sold.

&%w

Sunday,October3 , 2021, No. 886

%Jjg;u

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Iran’snon-
oil exports
to Iraq hits
28% growth

in H1
Secretary-
General of
Iran-Iraq Joint
Chamber of
Commerce said
thatIran'sexport
ofnon-oil goods
to Iraq in first
six months of
the currentyear
hit 28 percent
growth as
compared to the
same period of
lastyear.
Jahanbakhsh
Sanjabi Shirazi
broke the news
on Friday and
reiterated that
Iran’s export of
non-oil goodsto
neighboringlraq
inthe firsthalfof
the currentyear
(from March
21 to Sept. 22)
registered a 28
and 50 percent
growth in
terms of value
and weight
respectively as
compared to
the last year’s
corresponding
period.
Turning to
the volume
of products
exported, he
said that 13.9
million tons of
products, valued
at $3.8 billion,
were exported
to neighboring
Iraq from March
21 to Sept. 22,
showing a 28
and 50 percent
growth in
terms of value
and weight
respectively.
China and
Turkeyarelran’s
rivalsinthelraq
market, but
there are other
countries like
SaudiArabiaand
Jordan which
are planning
to increase
their share
of exporting
products to
Iraq, he said,
adding effective
steps must be
taken in the
field of getting
lion’s share
of exporting
products to this
neighboring
country.
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Anti-Settlement
Protesters
Attacked by
IsraeliForcesin
West Bank

Dozens of Palestinians
taking partinaweekly
anti-settlementprotest
in the occupied West
Bank were injured
after the protesters
wereattacked by Israeli
forces.
[sraelitroopsusedlive
ammunition and tear
gas to disperse the
protestersinthetownof
BeitDajan,nearthe West
Bankcity of Nablus, the
PalestinianInformation
Center reported on
Friday.

Atleastfive Palestinians
wereseverelywounded
by rubberbullets, while
51 others suffered
breathing difficulties
duetoinhalingteargas
duringtheclashes.

For several months,
Beit Dajan has been
witnessing clashes
every Friday between
Israeli troops and
Palestinians protesting
against the Israeli
seizure of Palestinian
land forthe expansion of
settlements.
Meanwhile, Palestinian
youths managed to
downanIsraelidrone
inthe flashpointtown
of Beita,south of Nablus,
according to local
Palestiniansources.
The Israeli drone
was firing tear gas on
Palestinian protesters
inthe town, the sources
added.

Since May, Beita has
seenintensified clashes
between Israeliforces
and Palestinians
protesting against a
settlement outpost
thathasbeenrecently
established on Sobeih
Mountain by settlers
under the protection of
Israeliforces.

The Palestinian
Red Crescent also
announced thatatleast
90 people sustained
injuries during clashes
inNablus.

Villages in  the
occupied West Bank
often hold Friday
demonstrationsagainst
land confiscations,
house demolitions,
and Israelisettlements.
Israeliforcesrespond
to the protests with
disproportionate
violence.

More than 600,000
Israelis live in over
230 settlements built
sincethe 1967 Israeli
occupation ofthe West
Bankand Eastal-Quds.

—

Amirabdollahian criticizes South Koreafornotreleasing

Iran's fund

The foreign minister of Iran denounced Bahrain’s move to hostthe Zionistregime’s foreign

ministerasabetrayal of Palestine.

“The Bahraini government’s welcoming of the foreign minister of the fake Zionist regime
isablatantbetrayal of the oppressed and resilient Palestinian people’s cause,” Hossein

Amirabdollahiansaid inaposton his Twitteraccounton Friday.

Iran only recognizes one country named Palestine with al-Quds asits capital, the foreign
ministeradded.Healso expressed confidence thatthe presence of Israelin the region would
resultinnothingbutinsecurity for Bahrainand the entireregion.Yair Lapid of Israel arrived in
Bahrain on Thursdayto open the Zionistregime’s embassyin Manamaand sign cooperation
dealswith the Arab country.He metBahraini King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifaand Crown Prince

and Prime Minister Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Press TVreported.

AURUS inbreach of NPT, damaging regional

security: EUMP

Referring to US-Australia nuclear
submarine agreement, Clare Daly says

providing weapons-grade enriched

uranium toanon-nuclear weapon state to

power military submarinesis aprovocative

actioninahighly contested region.

Trade talks
between Australia
and the European
Union have been

N E ws postponed as a

NEWS row with France
m_ over the so-
called AUKUS security
partnership deepens.
AUKUS is a security
pactbetween Australia,
the USand UK. Itallows
for greater sharing of
intelligence, but crucially
itgives Australia secret
technology to build
nuclear-powered
submarines, though not
equipped with nuclear
weapons.

Last month, Canberra
canceled a $37bn
($27.5bn) deal with
France to build a fleet of
conventional submarines.
Instead, it will build
at least eight nuclear-
powered submarines with
USand UKtechnology. The
decision angered Paris,
which called the deal a
"stabinthe back" by the
USand Australia.

Soon after the AUKUS
agreement was
announced, France
recalled itsambassadors
from both Canberra
and Washington.
The ambassador to
Washington will now
returnto his post, butitis
notcleariftheambassador
to Canberra will do the
same.

Analysts have described
AUKUS as probably the
mostsignificant security
arrangement between
the three nations since
World War Two. But

France considerstheIndo-
Pacificregion to be ofkey
strategic and economic
importance, with around
1.5m French citizens in
thearea.
AUKUS

R
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Navy Chief' Warns of Iran’s Crushing Response to Threats

Commander ofthe Iranian Navy Rear Admiral Shahram
Irani cautioned the enemies thatany wrong move will
drawaharshresponse from the Islamic Republic.

Speaking to Tasnim on Saturday, the Navy commander
said Iran will respond to hostile threats and measures
so harshlyand decisively thatit will make the aggressors
regret their move.Describing the Iranian Navy as a
strategic force that protects the country’s territorial
waters, Rear Admiral Irani said the Navy forces work
uninterruptedly to ensure the maritime security.

In commentslastmonth, the commanderreaffirmed Iran’s

NPT, damaging regional
security: EUMP
Toshedlightontheissue,
wereached out to Clare
Daly, Member of the
European Parliament.
Followingis the full text of
theinterview:

How do you see the effect
oftherecentsubmarine
deal between Australia
andthe US ontransatlantic
relationsand NATO?

[ don’t think there’ll be
any lasting effect on
NATO, unfortunately.
We've already seen that
the French ambassador
is heading back to
Washington, and Macron
and Biden had arelatively
amicable telephone
call last week - thisis a
temporary spat,and other
NATO members will have
no interest in seeing it
escalatebeyond that. The
NATO military-industrial
complex will march on,
sadly.

Cansuch trust-killingacts
motivate Europe to be
more seriousin gaining
strategic autonomy and
formation of a European
army?

Tobehonest, the powers-
that-be in Europe will
take any excuse to push
for a European army
-suchistheir obsessive
zeal with that dangerous
and destructive project.
We saw recently that
Ursula von der Leyen
used the US withdrawal
from Afghanistan as an
opportunity to push for
European militarisation -
whenit’s cleartoanyone

actionbyfoes

Defense Minister vows crushing response to any ignorant

Defense Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran Brigadier General Mohammad Reza

Ashtianion Friday warned foes againstany ignorant, unwise action.

atweet.

Enemies of the Iranian nation would definitely receive a crushing response and pay a
bigpricein case they commitanyignorant, unwise action, Defense Minister wrote in

And also the commander of the [ranian army's ground forces says the [slamic Republic
willnottolerate any change in the official borders close to the Iranian territory.

Brigadier General Kiumars Heidari’s remarks in an interview with the official news
agency IRNA, came as amajor Iranian military exercise started along Iran's borders
with the Republicof Azerbaijan on Friday and videos and photos posted on social media

show massive deploymentofIranian forces and military equipmentto the region.

with eyes and ears and
a brain that the West’s

whole ill-fated and
disastrousinvasionand
occupation of Afghanistan
isthe strongest possible
warning against military
interventionism thatyou
could possibly imagine.
So it’s no surprise to
see the French foreign
and defense ministers
comingoutand sayingthe
dealincreases the need
for European strategic
autonomy, and no doubt
it will be pressed into
service by Brussels as
an excuse to justify more
militarismatan EU level
too.

AUKUS in breach of
NPT, damaging regional
security: EUMP

Many believe the deal
will affect the non-
proliferation treaty
negatively. Whatdo you
think ofthis?
What'satstakehereisthe
provision of weapons-
grade enriched uranium
toanon-nuclear weapons
state to power military
submarines which will
engage in provocative
actioninanalready highly
contested region. The
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty allows for the
exchange of civilnuclear
technology, but only for
peaceful purposes-what’s
happening with AUKUS
could hardlybe called that,
soitwould appeartometo
beinbreach ofit.

How do you assess the
effect of such moves on
theregion's security and

enemies.

commitmentto countering hostile actions thatare aimed o
atupsetting security across theregion.
“Restassured that we will never allow other countries
tointend to upsetsecurity and calmin theregionina
belligerent format,” he stated.
Highlighting Iran’s activities to protect the maritime
security as a sovereign state, the Navy chief said
collaborations among the armed forces of countries, such
as themilitary competitionsin Iran, send a message that
free nations will vigorously fight offand humiliate the

stability?

More aggressive action
from the US towards
Chinaisthelastthingthe
world needs, and this
dealisclearlymeanttobe
read aggressively by the
Chinese. Tobehonest, the
Chinese foreign minister
putitwell when he said
thealliancerisks ‘severely
damaging regional
peace...and intensifying
the arms race’, as well
as demonstrating an
‘obsolete Cold War...
mentality’. This deal is
bad forregional stability,
and, in common with
all deals thatlead to the
proliferation of weapons,
bad forthe world.

France is going to send
back its ambassador
to Washington, does
this mean mending the
differences?

My understanding is
thatas well as the French
ambassador being sent
back to Washington,
the French president
Emmanuel Macron spoke
toJoe Biden by phonelast
week and agreed to try
and find a way forward.
It’s likely that after the
sturm und drang of the
past few weeks over
wounded French pride
that the whole thing will
now simmer down - the
USistoobigamarketand
too significant a part of
the Western imperialist
power bloc that France
issosupportive of for it
todream of cutting off or
undermining relations
withit.

NEWS

v

Iran Protests Attackon
Embassyin Baku

Iran has officially protested againstan attack onits
embassy buildingin the Republic of Azerbaijan, the
country’s envoy to Baku said.Abbas Mousavi said on
Friday that Tehranwill seriously pursue the case ofthe
Thursday nightattack onthe embassy untilaresultis
achieved.Followingthe attack onthe embassy and
Iran’s protest through official channels, the Republic
of Azerbaijan’s diplomaticpoliceand Interior Ministry
have “identified, arrested and interrogated four”
peopleinconnectionwith theissue, he noted.Earlier
inthe day, the Iranian envoy vehemently rejected
allegationsleveled by his Israeli counterpartagainst
theIslamicRepublic, saying the Tel Aviv regime would
neverbeabletoachieveits dreams for the West Asia
region, Press TVreported.

The comments cameafterIsrael'sambassadorto Baku
claimed thatIran oppressesitsreligious and ethnic
minoritiesand targetsJewsinother countries,and said
Israel, the United States and Azerbaijan “investin our
diversityandtolerance.”

Iran FM terms'Tel Avivas source

ofinsecurity for Bahrain, region
[ranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahianin
amessagereiterated the factthatthe Zionistregime
will only bring aboutinsecurity for Bahrainand the
regionaswell.The Bahraini government's welcome
for the fake Zionistregime's foreign minister is a
clearbetrayal of the aspirations of the oppressed and
resilient Palestinian people, Amirabdollahian wrote
in his Twitter account on Friday.We only know one
country called Palestine and its capital is Holy Quds,
headded.Undoubtedly, Tel Aviv will only bring about
insecurity for Bahrainand the region, he noted.Earlier,
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh
hasdeplored the Zionist Regime Foreign Minister's
Thursdayvisitto Bahrain.Criticizing Bahraini officials’'
movetowelcomethe Israeliregime's Foreign Minister
inManama, he said thattheregime's presenceisthe
source of tensionsand insecurity in the region.“Itis
unfortunate that Bahrain’srulersignore the Zionist
regime’s daily crimes against the oppressed but
resilient people of Palestine,” he added."This stain
willnotbe erased from the reputation of Bahrain's
rulers. The people of theregion will continue to oppose
the process of normalization of ties with the Zionist
regime," the [ranian diplomat furthersaid.

Iran Army Air Defense unveils
Hormuz Radar, Shams

Simulator

The Army Air Defense Force hasunveiled the'Hormuz'
Radar and 'Shams' Simulator on Saturday.In a
ceremony held on Saturday morningin Arm Defense
Force Research and Self Sufficiency Organization in
the presence ofthe Commander of Army Air Defense
Force Brigadier General Alireza Sabahifard 'Hormuz'
Medium Range Tactical Radarand 'Shams' Simulator,
whichisalong-range strategic system, were unveiled.
The purpose ofthe 'Hormuz' projectisto designand
buildamedium-rangeradardevice sothatinaddition
tofindingthe target's speed information, it can find
thetarget's distance with high accuracy and send
high-quality information to the air defense missile fire
control center.
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Shahab Hosseini wins award at Beijing Intl. Film

Festival

The Iranian actor Shahab Hosseinihas won the award for the bestsupportingactoratthe 11th
Beijing International Film Festival. The Iranian actor of Shahab Hosseinireceived an award for the
bestsupportingactor for “Any Day Now” film directed by Iranian-Finish director Hamy Ramezan
atBeijing International Film Festival.The film isabout Ramin Mehdipur, a 13-year-old boy and
his [ranian family,all of whom have beenlivingin arefugee centerin Finland.Justas Raminstarts

30000 Rials

toenjoy the school holidays, the family receives the terrible news theirasylum application has

beendenied. The Mehdipursfileafinalappeal, and they continue with their everyday lives, trying
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CBI supplies9.5Sbfor enemiesagainst
importofbasicgoods,  anyunwise
medicine in 6 months actions
Iranian Defense
Minister  warned
Iran, South Korea enemies of the
tensions spill over country againstany
intoed ti unwise and ignorant
mto caucation, actions.
trade o In a tweet on late
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Friday’ Brigadier
General Mohammad
Morning call to prayer : Reza Ashtiani wrote,
"Enemies of the
04:38:44 X .
Iranian nation would
Noon call to prayer: definitely receive a
iRt 1Y crushing response

Evening call to prayer:

18:03:02

WEATHER

and pay a big price
in case they commit
any unwise and
ignorantaction."His
tweetcameasIran’s
Army Ground Forces
started 'Conquerors
of Kheibar' military
drillsinnorthwestern
partsofthe countryon
Friday Morning.

tokeepapositiveattitude despite thelooming danger of deportation. As Ramin starts the new
schoolyear, every moment, every friendship willbe more precious than ever.

Defense Minister vows crushing
response to any ignorant action by foes

Qatar holds firstlegislative elections

Qataris gotothe pollson Saturday in the Gulf Arab state's

firstlegislative elections, to choose two-thirds of the

advisory Shura Councilinavote thathasstirred domestic

debate aboutelectoralinclusion and citizenship.

Thirty members ofthe 45-seatbody will be
elected, while the rulingemirwill continue
toappointthe remaining 15 members of
the Council, which will have legislative
authority and approve general state
policiesand the budget.

The Council hasno control over executive
bodies setting defence, security, economic
and investment policy for the small but
wealthy gas producer, which bans political
parties.

Thelegislative polls,approvedina 2003
constitutional referendum, come ahead
of Dohahosting the World Cup soccer
tournament nextyear. Critics have said
votingeligibility is too narrow.

Eighteen women are standing from
amongaround 183 candidates hoping
tobeelected atpolling stations across
30 districtsin the country, which has for
several years held municipal elections.
Campaigning has taken place on social
media, community meetingsand roadside
billboards.

The electionindicates Qatar's rulingal-
Thani family is "taking seriously the idea
of symbolically sharing power, butalso
effectively sharing power institutionally
with other Qatari tribal groups,” said
Allen Fromherz, director of Georgia State
University's Middle East Studies Center.
AVOTING'EXPERIMENT'

Qatar's deputy prime minister and
foreign minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman al-Thanilast month
described the vote asanew "experiment”
and said the Council cannotbe expected
from the firstyear to have the "full role of
any parliament".

Kuwait is currently the only Gulf
monarchy to give substantial powers to
an elected parliament though ultimate
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decision-makingrests with theruler,asin
neighbouringstates.

The huge number of foreign workers in
Qatar, the world's top liquefied natural
gas producer, means nationals make up
only 10% ofthe population of 2.8 million,
and eventhennotall Qataris are eligible
tovote.

The polls have stirred tribal sensitivities
after some members ofamain tribe found
themselvesineligible to vote underalaw
restricting voting to Qataris whose family
was presentinthe countrybefore 1930.
The foreign minister has said thereisa
"clear process" for the electoral law to be
reviewed by the next Shura Council.

"The Qatarileadership has proceeded
cautiously, restricting participation
in significant ways and maintaining
important controls over the political
debate and outcomes," said Kristin Smith
Diwan of the Arab Gulf States Institute,
Washington.

Butpopular politicsisunpredictable, she
said."Over time Qataris may grow to see
theirrole and rights differently as this
publicforumdevelops.”

Human Rights Watch (HRW) has said
thousands of Qataris are excluded. Small
demonstrations againstthe lawbroke out
in Augustled by Al Murratribe members.
HRW said Qatar arrested ataround 15
demonstrators and critics of the law.
A Qatarisource with knowledge of the
matter said on Friday two remain in
custody "forinciting violence and hate
speech".

Iran Deplores Silence on Israel’s Ethnic

Cleansingin Palestine

AnIranian envoy to the United Nationslashed outatthe Zionist

regime for embarking on ethnic cleansing in the occupied

Palestinian territories, saying the world is only witness to

horrendous crimes by the so-called flagbearers ofhumanrights.

Inanaddresstothe Third Committee ofthe 76th
Session ofthe United Nations General Assembly
General Debate on Friday, First Secretary of
[ran’s permanentmission to the UNMohammad
Qorbanpoorsaid Tehranstrongly advocates the
inalienableright of Palestinian people to self-
determination.

“The despoticlsraeliregime has embarked on
ethnic cleansingin the occupied Palestinian
territories. The verybasicrights of Palestinians
aretrampled upon onadaily basisand amida
deafeningsilence by supporters of the Zionist
regime- thisismostregrettable,”he deplored.
What followsis the text ofhis speech, released
byIRNA:

“Thankyou, Mr. Chairman,

Allow me at the outset to express my
government’s unwavering commitment to
the principles and purposes of the Charter of
the United Nations, including butnotlimited
to ‘respectfor human rights and fundamental
freedoms forall’as well as ‘non-intervening
in matters which are essentially within the
domesticjurisdiction of States’.

Humanrights, which connectusto one another
through auniversally shared set of rightsand
responsibilities, are the rightsinherentto all
humanbeingsregardless ofrace, sex, nationality,
ethnicity, language, religion or any other status.
Everyone is entitled to these rights without
any discrimination whatsoever. Moreover,
takinginto accountthe universality of human
rights and the fact that nobody, under any
circumstanceswhatsoever, can claim ownership
thereon, any forceful attemptto push countries
tohave asimilarinterpretation of the subject
would severely undermine the principles of
universality, objectivityand non-selectivityinthe
consideration of humanrightsissues.
Mr.Chairman,

The Islamic Republic of Iran enjoys averyrich
and long history with respect to civilization

and human rights. Besidesits international
commitments and obligations, my country has
consistently and continuously exhausted all
effortstopromoteaswellas protecthumanrights
and dignitiesbased onits principles.

We fervently believe inanonselective view of
human rights, which requires humanrights to
avoid politicization. Large scale humanrights
violations have become more ofaroutine habit,
theinstances of which canbe seenin Palestine
and the seemingly-unending war on Yemen. In
fact, those who preach to othersabouthuman
rights and portray themselves as pioneer
defenders ofhuman dignity notonly lack the
necessary resolve in their argumentbutalso
tread theline ofhypocrisy whenitcomes to their
own human rights commitments. They are the
main supporters of criminals in the occupied
Palestinian territories and the main sponsors of
sophisticated weapons which are used against
Palestinianand Yemeniwomenand children on
adailybasis.

The Islamic RepublicofIran strongly advocates
the inalienable right of Palestinian people
to self-determination. The despotic Israeli
regime has embarked on ethnic cleansingin
the occupied Palestinian territories. The very
basicrights of Palestinians are trampled upon
onadailybasisand amid adeafeningsilence by
supporters ofthe Zionistregime - thisis most
regrettable. Unfortunately, the worldiswitnessto
horrendous crimes by the so-called flagbearers
ofhumanrightsagainstindigenous peoples. The
latestrevelationsin Canadaprove that practices
tooccupy territories through ethnic cleansing
have eitherbecome normalized oraccepted.

Mr. Chairman,

We follow with serious concern the situation
of people in Afghanistan, particularly that of
those who are displaced inside and within its
neighboring countries, thatare in dire need of
international support, especially to effectively
combatthe COVID-19 pandemic. The situationin
Afghanistan clearly demonstrates the true face of
notonlythe USbutalso those who have invaded
the war-battered countrytwo decadesago under
the pretextof fighting against terrorism and
upholdinghumanrights.
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