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Attraction

I
Kan; The
Jewel of
Tourism
in Western
Tehran

There are many
small villages on
the outskirts of
Tehran which have
now been turned
into districts, such
as Kan, which has
keptits old fabric,
trees, gardens, back
alleys, and historic
sites.

Many of these are
to be turned into
touristattractions
on the outskirts of
western Tehran,
such as  Haj
Mohammad-Ali
Bridge.

Little villages
around Tehran,
such as Vanak
village, Tajrish,
Kan, and Sulughun,
were once lush
villages that were
taken over by
the  expanding
capital. The
remaining parts
are peaceful green
hamlets always
welcomingthetired
inhabitants of the
polluted city who
crowd in on these
little oases at the
weekends for their
attractions.

The local council
for district 5
in Tehran has
announced “Kan”
asthe tourismpole
of western Tehran,
and said, “The high
potential ofthis old
area, includingits
lush, hundred-year
old trees, shrines,
and other historic
buildings, the
tourism office of
Kanisendeavoring
to restore these
sites and register
them as the
country’s national
heritage.”
“Kan”isanold part
of Tehran with an
adobe vernacular
architecture and
metal gabled roofs.
The beautiful
houses and back
alleysofthisancient
district are now
exposed to possible
damages due to
merciless urban
expansion.
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Rig-eJenn, Desertof Spirits

To the south of Semnan lies
Rig-eJennbetweenthe Great
Desert and Kavir National
Park. Due to high sand dunes,
vastswamps, and scarcity of
water, the desert challenges
even the avid trekker with
the mostarduous hike. The
desertisnotagood place for
beginners. Even seasoned
trekkers must plan carefully
before setting foot on the
desert.

A couple ofhours away from
Tehran, thereisagreatplace
that no Words to describe
its beauties. The captivating
beauty of the Rig-e Jenn
located in the central desert
of Iran can surprise you
with the presence of so
much interesting life in an
apparently dead place.ltwas
nottraveled by the old caravan
travelers, who believed it
isaplace where evil spirits
live. Even today some in
the neighboring towns and
villages believe this. Sven
Hedin, the famous desert
explorer avoided this area
inhis 1900s explorations to
Iranian deserts.To the south
of Semnan lies Rig-e Jenn
betweenthe GreatDesertand
Kavir National Park. Due to
high sand dunes, vastswamps,
and scarcity of water, the
desertchallenges eventheavid
trekker with the mostarduous
hike. The desertisnotagood
place for beginners. Even
seasoned trekkers must plan
carefully before setting foot
onthedesert.Caravans dared
nottravel alongthe Rig-e]Jenn,
believingittobeaplace where
evil spirits and “jinn” dwell.
Eventodayinthe neighboring
towns and villages some still

hold this belief. Sven Hedin,
the famous Swedish desert
explorer avoided the area
during his 1900s travels to
Iranian deserts and in the
1930s, Alfons Gabriel only
managed to crossthe southern
‘tail’ of the desert on his way
from Ashin to Aroosan. The
rough terrain and harsh
conditions have limited
successful passage toonly a
handful of individuals.The
desertconsists of sand dunes,
dry riverbeds, crystallized
saltflowers, salt planes, rare
vegetation here and there
and a hard and often dried
and cracked mud surface.It
hasbeen by trialsand much
error to finally find a feasible
path through Rig-e Jenn. A
successful desertcrossingwas
finally achieved in 2005 by Ali
Parsa. Evenin spite of using
thelatestmodern equipment
and aids, such asjeeps, maps,
aerial photos,laptopsand GPS
devices,somenotso modern
modes of transportation such
as camels had been utilized
to avoid unpredictable
conditions such as mud
sinkholes, appearingin the
middle of the uninhabited
desert.Rig’e Jennreceived its
name from the beliefthatthe
area was haunted by spirits
and the devil. Thisbeliefwas
strengthened by, and probably
originated from the fact that
perhaps many had entered
thedesertand neverreturned.
Sometimes the notorious
winds of Rig-e Jenn howl
ominously, sounding like a
supernatural wail thattriggers
eventhe mostrigid skeptics’
imagination.

Caravans dared not travel
alongtheRig-eJenn, believing
it to be a place where evil
spiritsand “jinn” dwell. Even

today in the neighboring
towns and villages some still
hold this belief. Sven Hedin,
the famous Swedish desert
explorer avoided the area
during his 1900s travels to
Iranian deserts and in the
1930s, Alfons Gabriel only
managed to crossthe southern
‘tail’ of the desert on his way
from Ashin to Aroosan. The
rough terrain and harsh
conditions have limited
successful passage toonly a
handful ofindividuals.

The desert consists of
sand dunes, dry riverbeds,
crystallized salt flowers, salt
planes, rare vegetation here
and there and a hard and
oftendried and cracked mud
surface.

Ithasbeen by trialsand much
error to finally find a feasible
path through Rig-e Jenn. A
successful desertcrossingwas
finally achieved in 2005 by Ali
Parsa. Evenin spite of using
thelatestmodern equipment
and aids, such asjeeps, maps,
aerial photos,laptopsand GPS
devices,somenotso modern
modes of transportation such
as camels had been utilized
to avoid unpredictable
conditions such as mud
sinkholes, appearingin the
middle of the uninhabited
desert.

Rig’eJennreceived its name
from the beliefthatthe area
was haunted by spirits and
the devil. This belief was
strengthened by, and probably
originated from the fact that
perhaps many had entered
thedesertand neverreturned.
Sometimes the notorious
winds of Rig-e Jenn howl
ominously, sounding like a
supernatural wail thattriggers
eventhe mostrigid skeptics’
imagination.

Caravansdared
nottravel alongthe
Rig-e Jenn, believing
itto be aplace where
evil spirits and “jinn”
dwell. Eventoday
inthe neighboring
towns and villages
some still hold this
belief. The desert
consists of sand
dunes, dryriverbeds,
crystallized salt
flowers, salt planes,
rarevegetation here
andthere and ahard
and oftendried and

cracked mud surface.

WHERETO STAY

Safir Hotel: Relax within
modern architecture in
historic Isfahan city

Looking foraniceand clean hotel in Isfahan?
Safir Hotel Isfahan isrun very professional
teaminthebestlocationinIsfahan city center.
Relax within modern architecture. At the
sametime, youareinthe historicIsfahan city.
Guests willlove being so near Isfahan city
attractionsincluding Hasht Behesh palace,
Chaharbagh Blvd. These include Jahan
Square and the traditional art market. The
multilingual staff can thus tell you more
about Esfahan sights and activities. Make
earlyreservations to avoid the holiday rush.
Online bookings are also available. The
mostnoteworthy frontdesk welcomes your
inquiries. Experience unmatched Persian
hospitality. Do this without having to pay
an expensive price. The Safir Hotel Isfahan
provides foryoureveryneed.

There are sixty especially relevantrooms
atthe Safir Hotel Isfahan. There are double
rooms, triplerooms, suitesand apartments.
Extraguests can getan extrabed. Eachroom
featuresasit-down toilet. Also abathroom
and bathtub. There are double glazed
windows and spacious bedrooms. Room
amenitiesinclude satellite television, clock
and radio. Enjoy 24-hour room service.
Thereisadirectdial phone, refrigerator and
bathroom. There are also dry cleaningand
laundry services.Indulgeinacomplimentary
breakfast every morning. Make room
reservations based onyourroom preferences
and services thatyou expect from Safir hotel.
Getconnected in the internet cafe in the
lobby. You will also love the view from the
restaurantatthe top floor. The Safir Hotel
Isfahan facilities include a parkinglot for
guests. Relaxin the Jacuzzi while the family
checks outthe shops. Thereisalsoagym
and sauna toworkout. Hostameetingin the
conference hall. Stay up to date with work
usingthebusinessservicesinthehotel. There
isalsoataxiservice foryour convenience.
Around the hotel are touristsites including
Sio Se poland Khajoo Bridge. Also Niyasar
Cafeand Chehel Sotune palace. Take the whole
family on an Isfahan tour knowing you can
come home to thisluxurioushotel.

WHAT TO EAT

Beryani, Most Famous
Traditional Food In Isfahan

Beryaniisone ofthe famous Iranian dishes
made especially in the central Iranian
province of Isfahan. The food hasbecome
known around the world and has many fans
amonglranians.

Beryaniis considered as the most famous
traditional food in Isfahan. It is the only
specialty in Isfahan, which is cooked and
sold in special unique restaurants, and is
notusually served along with other foods.
Therefore, one can say the dishis of great
importance to the people of Isfahan.
According to literary and historical texts,
Baryaniisaspecial food whose history goes
backtoabout400yearago.

Nowadays Isfahanis and tourists know
Beryaniasadishrichinfatand aspecialty for
lunch made fromlamb and lungs.




Uphold multilateralism and
promote common prosperity

A By: Chinese Ambassador to Tehran Pang Sen

Sincetheinternational financial crisisin 2008, the world
hasbeen undergoing major changes. Anoticeable and
worrying phenomenonistheresurgence ofunilateralism,
populism, protectionism, and isolationism, writes

Chinese Ambassador to Tehran Pang Sen.

Voices against globalization is gathering momentum.
Some countries have turned more inward-looking.
Regional integration has slowed down and suffered

NEWS

Iran, Iraq sign MoU on civil

aviation coop.

Iran and Iraq have signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) toincrease the number
of weekly flights between the two countries.
The MoU was signed on Monday (Oct. 29) in
Baghdad by Vice President for Aeronautical
and International Affairs at Civil Aviation
Organization of Iran Morteza Dehghan and
Civil Director General of Iraqi Civil Aviation
Authority Ali Khalil Ibrahim.
Aspertheagreement, weekly flights from Iran
toIraqwillrise from90to 120.

According to Secretary of Iran's Aviation
Companies Association Maghsoud Asadi
Samani, who was presentatthe meeting, Iran
isseekingto gain the permission for unlimited
number of flights to the neighboring country.
During the meeting, two documents were
also signed between the two countries on
cooperationinair trafficexchange, search and
rescue operations.

The two sides discussed promotion of
cooperationinthe areaofairtransportand
facilitating the launch of flights.

Regardingthe debts of Iranian airlines to Najaf
Airport, Asadi Samaninoted that Civil Aviation
Organization has held talks with the Central
Bank ofIran to pay the dues in exchange for
therevenues from power supply to the Arab
country.

Russian-Indian Deal on S-400
Supplies Signed in Rubles:
Deputy Prime Minister

The Russian-Indian contract on supply of
S-400 air defense systems has been signed
in the Russian national currency, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister Yury Borisovsaid on
Wednesday.

“The contractis signed inrubles,” the official
said.

Moscow isintending to use national currencies
inits defense cooperation dealsinstead of
relyingon US dollars, Sputnikreported.

In early October, Moscow and New Delhi
concluded a contract on the deliveries of
Russia’s S-400 missile systems to India worth
over $5 billion. The deal was signed during
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s two-day
visitto India.

The United States voiced its concern over the
Indian plans to purchase the S-400 systems,
pointing outthatsanctions over the deal could
notberuled out.

The S-400 Triumfsystemisanext-generation
mobile air defense system, whichis capable of
destroyingaerial targets atan extremely long
range of up to 400 kilometers (almost 250
miles).

setbacks.

The international situationis facing more instability
and uncertainty. The international system and order
established in the aftermath ofthe Second World War are
experiencing severe challenges. Debates and concerns
about global governance and future development
intensified. Variousideasand proposals have surfaced.

Inthe face of profound changesin currentinternational
situation, we need to ask ourselves, multilateralism or
unilateralism, whichis the right option to address the
complex global challenges and promote the security
and welfare of mankind? History has proven thatthe
continuous expansion and interconnection of human
activitiesisanirreversible trend. With advancement of

industrial revolutions and rapid developmentofscience

and technology, especially the information technology
today, the flow of people, goods, and information across
the globe hasreached anunprecedented scale, resulting
intheincreasing globalization and interdependence of
nations. While greatly promoting the development of
the world, globalization also produced compleximpacts
ontheinternal governance, stability, culture, interests
and external relations of various countries. The benefits
from globalization and the attitude towards it differ
among nations. Chinabelieves no country can address
the multiple challenges facing mankind single-handly.
Countries need to work togetherinaresponsible spirit
sothatcommon interests could be preserved.

Iran’s oil exports harderto track as
sanctions loom

Accordingto Saudi Energy Minister
Khalid al-Falih, no one has any
ideahowmuch oil Iran will be able
to exportafter new US sanctions
against the Islamic Republicto kick
offonNov. 4.

Butmore precisely, Iran’s shipment
figures - crucial to oil markets - are
already a mystery, Reuters news
agencyreported.

Iran’s oil exports are becoming
harder to measure as ships switch
offtracking systems, oil industry

sources say, addinguncertainty [
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oIran
exportsfirst
consignment
of rice since

1979
Iransold 74 tons of rice
to Canada, marking
the first export of the
crop since the victory
of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution.

The Tarom Hashemi
type was shipped in
three consignments
by the private sector,
commercial director
of Mazandaran
Agriculture  Jihad
Department Soleiman

scaring off buyers. The prospect
of more oil heading into storage
could make number-crunching
eventougher.

Amid pressure from US President
Donald Trump to cool the price of
oil, thelack of exportclarity adds
to the challenge for other OPEC
members, chiefly top crude supplier
Saudi Arabia, to make up for falling
Iranian shipments.
Iranisthethird-largestproducerin
the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries and estimates
ofitscrude exportsin Octobervary
by more than 1 million barrels per

day (bpd). Thatamountis enoughto
cover the oildemand of Turkey and
move pricesinthe 100-million-bpd
world market.

While the Saudi minister may have
beenreferring to whathappens
after sanctions kickin, therange
of estimates of how much Iranis
exportingnowisalready widening.
“Alarge setofnumbers estimating
Iranian October first-halfexports
have been thrown to the market
theselastfew days, ranging from
1 million bpd to 2.2 million bpd,
whichisamassive spread,” Kpler,a
dataintelligence company, said.

According to Refinitiv Eikon data,
Iran exported 1.55 million bpdin
the firstthree weeks of October,
higher than the 1.33 million bpd
seeninthe firsttwo weeks of the
month.

Iran’s oil exports
arebecoming

Kpler putIranian exportsat1.85 harderto

million bpd inthe first 24 days of smh;;c;s;:ur;:;

October.Anindustry source who  ggttraching

also tracks the exports estimated  systems, oil

asimilarvolume of 1.8 millionbpd  industrysources
say

inthefirsthalfof October,including
vesselsnot showing on satellite
tracking. Asecond sourceinitially
agreed and later trimmed his figure
to 1.65 million bpd through Oct. 22.

Hatamnejad told the
Islamic Republic News
Agency (IRNA).

The Tarom Hashemi
cultivar is especially
valued foritsaromaand
Hatamnejad saidithad
beenselected for export
inview ofits nutritional
valueand distincttaste.
While the volume is
relatively minuscule in
globaltradeterms,itisa
significantwatershedin
the country’slong-term
food security program.

NO 73

While a fresh wave of US sanctions with
the purpose of driving Iranian oil exports
downtozeroislooming, the White House
is still far from that target, as Tehran
was still selling up to 1.9 million barrels
perdayofcrudein September,aleading
business website reported.

In a report on Tuesday, CNBC said
the US government appears to be far
from the purpose of pushing Iran’s oil
exports down to zero as the Trump
administration’s new sanctions against
Tehran are going to take effect on
November 4.

Although Iranian oil exports dropped by
about800,000 barrels per day from their
2018 peak, Iran wassstill sellinglots of 0il
in September, the reportsaid, noting that
China and India, the two biggestbuyers
ofIranian crude, are widely expected to
keep purchasing crude from the Islamic
Republic.

KReport: US Far From Zero Iran Qil Exports Target

Just days before a White House deadline
fortheIranian oil customers, the USis still
alongway fromachievingits stated goal
ofzeroingoutlranian oil sales, CNBCsaid.
According to estimates by investment
banks, tanker-tracking firms and the
International Energy Agency, [ran was
sellingroughly 1.7 million to 1.9 million
bpd of crude oil and condensate, a super
lightformofoil, in September.
Alongwith Chinaand India, countrieslike
Turkey, Italy, Spain, Greece and Japan have
alsokeptpurchasinglran's crude.
Indiaimported nearly 600,000 bpd from
Iranin September, the reportssaid, noting
thatthe Indian governmentis allowing
staterefinerstouse Iranian tankersand
insurerstoimportIranian crude.Indiais
alsoseeking sanctions waivers.

On May 8, US President Donald Trump
pulled his country out of the nuclear
dealknown asthe]oint Comprehensive

Plan of Action (JCPOA), which was
achievedinViennain 2015 after years of
negotiations among Iran and the Group
145 (Russia, China, the US, Britain, France
and Germany), and announced plans for
new sanctions against Tehran.

The White House has also announced
plansto getas many countries as possible
down to zero Iranian oil imports and
launch a campaign of “maximum
economicand diplomatic pressure” on
[ran.

Iranian officials have underlined that the
USplanto cutthe country’s crude exports
tozeroisnotgoingtohappen.

Earlier this month, Iranian Oil Minister
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said the Islamic
Republic’s oil exports cannotbe stopped,
adding that that no country has “the
capacity to provide areplacement for
theIranian oilinthe world’s demanding
market.”

Solution: NO 72

Iran Non-Qil Trade SurplusTops
9208 Millionin7 Months

EghtesadOnline:Iran posteda
foreign trade surplus of$926
million for the seven-month
periodendingOct.22,thehead
of Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration said.
Foroud Asgari added that
Iran’s non-oil foreign trade
from March 21, the beginning
ofthe currentfiscal year, to
October 22, which marks the
end of Iranian month Mehr,
stoodat$53.5billon,

Non-oil exports hit 67.36
million tons worth $27.22
billion in the seven-month

period, indicatinga 13.35%
rise compared with the same
period oflastyear.

Imports of 18.92 million tons
ofnon-oilgoodsworth $26.3
billion during the period
showan 11.7% decline year-
on-year.The exports mainly
included gas condensates,
liquefied propane, light oils
exceptgasoline, methanoland
polyethylene while imports
constituted field corn, auto
parts, riceand soybeans, IRNA
quoted the customs chiefas
saying.

~

Riceismostly produced
in northern Iran, in
Mazandaran and
Gilan provinces on the
Caspian coast. Annual
production stands at
around 2.2 million tons

and one million tonsis
imported.
Mazandaran, with

230,000 hectares of
paddy fields, produces
aboutone million tons
of rice a year, or 42
percentofthe country’s
total.

Accordingto secretary
ofIran Rice Association
Jamil Alizadeh Shayeq,
irregular imports by
some profiteers are
becomingaheadache
forlocal farmers.

The country is also
facing the problem
of continued rice
cultivationin provinces
grapplingwithdrought,
such as Isfahan and
Shiraz.

Last year, the
government banned
rice cultivation outside
Gilanand Mazandaran
but officials say some
farmersdonotobserve
theregulation.
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Trump’s claim
tozero Iranoil
exports pipe
dreams

He stressed thatalthough
Arab countries comply
withthe US, they are aware
of Trump’sintentions and
know that he will soon
demand much money
from them.Qatari media
al-Jazeera expert Fatima
al-Samadi, for her part, said
thatthe USsanctionshave
targeted Iranian people.
Sheadded thatchangesin
[ran’srevenueswillnotaffect
[ran’spresenceintheregion,
but may rather motivate it
to expand it. “I thinkIran’s
presence in the region is
consideredtobeaspartofits
nationalsecurity,’ sheopined.
Turkishuniversity professor
Recep Yorulmazsaidin the
meetingthatbanninglran’s
oilexportswould adversely
affect energy-consuming
economies like China. He
stressed that Turkey needs
Iran’s oil and opposes the
imposition of any kind of
sanctionsonthis country.
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Iranian MP
Says EU Office
in'Tehran Still
Viable

Anlranianlawmaker said
the European Union’s
request for opening an
office in Tehran could
be granted if Europeans
provide practical
economicsupportforIran
inthe face of US sanctions.
Speaking to Tasnim,
Chairman of the Iranian
Parliament’s National
Security and Foreign
Policy Commission
Heshamtollah
Falahatpisheh said the
conditionsare setfor the
EUtoopenalong-awaited
office in Iran provided
thattheylaunch economic
cooperation with Iranin
practice.

“Today, Europeans are
standing with Iran in
the political arena, and
if such backing results
in cooperation in the
economic sphere as
well, I believe that the
conditionsare setforthe
openingofthe EU officein
our countryinthe current
situation,” he explained.
Hailing Europe’s political
confrontation with the
US in support of Iran,
Falahatpisheh said the EU
office would be opened if
Europe alleviates Iran’s
concernsin practice.

Iran rejects Pompeo’s claim on its

economy

Foreign Ministry hasrejected US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo’s
claim onthe status of the country’s economy, saying Iran’s economy
haskeptanover%8growththroughoutalltheyearsfightingterrorism
intheregion.Inastatementon Tuesday, Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Bahram Ghasemireacted to the claim made by US Secretary

of State Mike PompeothatIran’seconomyisindeclineduetoitspresenceinthe

adding “such remarks are merely made out ofa populistagendaand are ablatant fallacy. Fighting
terrorismintheregionand protecting peace, stabilityand security on ourbordershaverendered the
US’ anti-Iranian plotsineffective,and thishas caused them much concern.”[ran’seconomy haskeptan
over8percentgrowth throughouttheyearsoffightingterrorismintheregion, headded.

region,

in Denmark.

Denmark’s anti-Iran allegations
‘peculiarly timed’

Iranian Ambassador to London Hamid Baeidinjead said
Denmark’s allegations of sudden Iranian involvementin
supposed assassination plotare “peculiarly timed”.“Allegations
ofsudden Iranianinvolvementin supposed "plots" are peculiarly
timed. Given growing Iran-EU engagement, our European partners
should be vigilant. US and its regional clients are desperate for any

distraction from theirmoral & political failures,” wrote Iranian Ambassador to London
Hamid Baeidinjead on Tuesday.His remarks were in reaction to “biased reports that
accused Iran of plotting an unsuccessful attemptto assassinate an opposition figure

Europe Warns Iran Sanctions

Threaten Dollar Dominance

European diplomats are
warning that enhanced US
financial sanctions againstIran
run therisk of forcing the restof
the world to create alternative
banking systems that could
undermine the long-time
dominance of the USdollar.

Theissue hascome up as the Trump
administration considers aggressive
sanctionsaimedatexpellingIran from
the international banking system.
As the deadline for sanctioning
Iran’s oilindustry approaches, the
spotlight has shifted to the Society
for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication, an entityled by
representatives of major banks from
the world’s 10 largest economies
thathelps banksaround the world
communicate with each other on
transactions.

The United States doesn’t control the
globalgroup,butTrump could threaten
to ban those board members from
workinginthe US financial system
if they help Iranian banks defy US
sanctions.

But that possibility is also raising
questionsabouthow the world might
react.One western diplomatsaid the
move could be enough toaccelerate
talks aboutthe need foralternative
systems that don't rely on the US
dollarand US policy,amovethatcould
eventuallyend up hurtingthe USdollar,
Financial Tribunereported.
“Atthemoment, sanctionsare effective
because of US financial dominanceas
theglobalreserve currency — forcing

ChinaorRussiato establish theirown
SWIFT system,whichisnotinanyofour
interests,” theunnamed diplomattold
the Washington Examiner.

“Whatis going on with SWIFT could
alsobeapplied to Russia or China,”a
Europeandiplomatsaid. “And then
whatisgoingtohappentothefinancial
systemasawhole?”

Despite those warnings, many Iran
hawksinthe USare eagerto pressure
SWIFTtostopdealingwithIran.
Putin’s Position

Russian PresidentVladimir Putinhas
stoked fears thatthe US dollar would
beweakenedifitwenttoohardagainst
[ran.“Weare seeingwhatishappening
withthe sanctionsthatare essentially
illegalrestrictions,” Putinsaid during
a July diplomatic summit in South
Africa. “Ibelieve thisisabigstrategic
mistake ontheirbehalfbecause they
areundermining confidence in the
dollarasareserve currency. Thisisthe

bottomline.”

The US Treasury Departmentwarned
in May thatsuch sanctions would be
imposed, meaningthatafailure toput
pressure on SWIFT would amount
to a climb-down from their most
intimidating posture. The question of
whether Trump will force SWIFT to
targetIran could become a proxy for
the debate over whether he’ll flinch
if Europe defies the Iran sanctions,
accordingtothesanctionshawks.

“If the Americans back down on
pressuring SWIFT to disconnect
Iranian banks becauseit's too hard,
it's too dangerous, too risky, they
don'twantto threaten things of that
magnitude, then the Europeans
will say,” the Iran sanctions expert
predicted, “If Trump won'tdare to
threaten sanctions against board
members of SWIFT, why would they
ever threaten sanctions against a
centralbank of Europe of China or of
Russia?

The United
Statesdoesn't
controlthe
global group,
but Trump could
threatentoban
those board
members from
workinginthe
US financial
systemifthey
help Iranian
banks defy US
sanctions.

/

Arbaeen trek, amarch towards unanimity

A By: Maryam Qarehgozlou

Onceagainpilgrims of differentcolors, raceand
religionssetoffonalong, peacefulmarchtoshow
the world the overwhelminglove they have for
the third Shialmamandall the virtueshe stood
for.Overthepastfewyears,solemnprocessionof
mournersfromavariety ofethnicbackgrounds
beginalongtrekdayspriorto Arbaeen, the40th
days ofImam Hossein (As) martyrdominthe
battleofKarbalain 680 AD, torevisittheirpledge
of support to the grandson of prophet
Mohammad (PBUH).The trek symbolizes ofa
peaceful utopia where no one is hungry or

homeless.Peopleare givingaway freefood and
drinks, offeringtheirhousestothe pilgrims,and
pilgrimsthemselves are treating one another
likebrothersandselflessly regardless of their
social class, race, color; religion, etc. Thousands
ofmawkibs, stalls providingfree of charge foods,
beverages,accommodation,and medicines,are
setup along the way to Karbalaand the holy
shrines as many believe that taking care of
pilgrimsofImamHossein (AS) and servingthem
isareligiousduty.Arbaeen pilgrimageisalarge
congregation of people and notjustaspecific
group of people, everyoneiswelcomed tojoin.
Toddlers, elderlies,even people with disabilities

onwheelchairs participateinthe march. Imam
Hossein'slove seemstohaveredrawnall cultural
boundaries and even after some 1400 years
fromhismartyrdominthehands ofthe tyrant
Umayyad forcesis nowasymbol of universal
compassionand freedom.

Whilethe gatheringisreligiousinessence many
nonreligious peoplealsodotake partinit. And
that'swhy despite mediablackoutespecially
inthe Westnow over 20 million people whose
heartgoes outto Imam Hossein and hisloyal
companions,andinbetter wordsto peaceand
justice,attend one of the biggest gatherings of
theworld.

/

NEWS

Iran’s Zarifarrives in Pakistan
to pursue fate of abducted guards

Iranian Foreign Minister, Mohammad Javad
Zarif stressed thathe hastraveled to Pakistan
topursue the fate of [ranian border guards
abducted and taken to the Pakistani territory.
Mr. Zarifarrived in Islamabad on Wednesday
at the head of a political and military
delegation.

Speakingtothe mediauponhisarrivalinthe
Pakistani capital, [ranian top diplomat said,
“Iran and Pakistan are great neighbors but
unfortunately,anumber of Iranian border
guards abducted and taken to the Pakistani
territory weeks ago and because of that
itisnecessary to hold constant talks with
Pakistani officials to witness the safe return of
theborder guards”.

“That is why Iranian authorities are
in constant touch with their Pakistani
counterpartsand [ have traveled to Pakistan to
further intensify efforts for the safe recovery
oflranianborder guards,”headded
Answeringaquestion, Mr. Zarif said Pakistani
officialshave promised Iranian authorities to
dotheirbestefforttosecurethe freedomof12
Iranianborder guards abducted by terrorist
groups.

Thebilateralrelationsand the mostimportant
regional and international developments
would alsobediscussed during the visit.

FM Zarifis to hold meetings with Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan, Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi. Heis also expected
tohold meeting Pakistan Army Chief General
QamarJaved Bajwa.

US calls for ceasefire, peace talks

in Yemen

US Defense Secretary James Mattishas called
foraceasefirein Yemen and the startof peace
talksinthe next30days.

According to Ankara-based Anadolu News
Agency, Mattis said Tuesday duringaspeech
atthe US Institute of Peace in Washington,
DC.that US wants “to see everybody around
apeacetablebased onaceasefire,basedona
pullback fromthe borderand thenbased on
ceasingdropping ofbombs.”

"We have gotto move toward a peace effort
here,and we can't say we are goingto do it
sometimein the future. We need to be doing
thisinthenext30days,” headded.

Following Mattis’ remarks, US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo released a statement
sayingitwas “time to end this conflict, replace
conflict with compromise, and allow the
Yemenipeople to heal through peace and
reconstruction.”Pompeo called on all sides
tosupport UN Special Envoy Martin Griffiths
infinding a peaceful solution.He also called
forthe cessation ofhostilities from both the
Houthiside and the Saudi-led coalition

report

US Seeking Psycho War against Iran: Spokesman

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman
Bahram Qassemideplored recentanti-
Tehranremarksby US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo and said Washington is
plotting to wage a psychological war
againsttheIslamic Republic.
Inremarks released on Tuesday night,
Qassemi dismissed as “deceitful”
Pompeo’s claim thatIran’s economic
growth has slowed down due to the
“country’s presence and campaign
againstterrorism”intheregion.
“Campaigning againstterrorisminthe

find a pretextand prepare the ground

region and safeguarding peace, stability
and security of [ranian borders, which
have neutralized the US officials’ anti-
Iran plots and made them worried, are
notanew policyand plan,” he stated.
Iran’s economy has seen an over 8
percentgrowth throughoutthe years of
combatting terrorismin theregion, the
spokesmanadded.

“Using the tool of economic terrorism
and cruel and illegal sanctions, the US
officials are seeking to cover up their
crimes againstthe Iranian peopleand

for wagingapsychological war...on the
Iranian people,” Qassemiwenton to say.
Inrecentyears, the Middle East has
been plagued with Takfiri terrorist
groups like Daesh (ISIL or ISIS), which
are believed to have been created
and supported by the Westand some
regional Arab countries.The terrorist
groups, which claim to be Islamic but
whose actions are anything but, have
been committing heinous crimes not
only againstnon-Muslims but mostly

against
Muslimsintheregion.
Iraqand Syria have beenamong the
countries gripped by terrorism.
Iran,acloseally ofthe two countries, has
supported theirlegitimate governments
in their campaign against foreign-
backed militancy and terrorism.




Trial of  economic disrupters commence
Thefirstopentrial session of five economicdisruptersaccused
of disturbing the foreign currency system of the country
began on Wednesday.The defendants are in charge ofillegal
trading of more than 151 million dollars by abusing 1028 of
the Iranian citizens’ national identity cards. The courtis being
held at Tehran’s Judicial Complex for Economic Affairs.The first
trail session ofillicit mobile cell phone importersand another group
ofeconomicdisrupters were held late August. The currency brokers and a gang of
Vahid Mazlumin, who hasincurred damage to the country’s economy and is known
asthe King of Coin, was held on September 8 and the defendants were sentenced to
deathand prison.
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Launching Isfahan beautification

committee onthe

"Launching a committee to beautify Is-
" fahan has been put on the agenda with

the cooperation of the municipality,
government organizations, and private institutions
and NGO:s," the head of development, architecture,
and urban planning commiission of Isfahan Islamic

council said.

"Lessthan 5 monthsleftto Nowrouz,and especial
programs under the title of beautification in
Isfahan and all cities of the country are
implemented each year on the occasion of
Nowrouz,inorder to startthe New Year freshly,"
Shirin Toghyanisaid.

"We should provide the required space for guests
and touristsanditshould notbelimited to Fadak
garden and Najvan forest park; ifwe fulfill the task
thenumber oftourists throughoutthe city will be
increased and the appearance of Isfahan will be
more beautiful,”" sheadded.

Emphasizing on this factthatusing the experts’
opinions from other cities of the country can be
effective in thisregard, she said, "Taking more

agenda

advantage from others' experiences can attract
tourists from other countries. If we only use the
abilities of Isfahani experts, the works will be
repeated.”

Pointing out that this year we should take
advantage from the maximum capacities
and the interaction of related institutions,
she added, "Creating more attractions
in historical textures to familiarize tourists
with the background of these spaces
is among the programs that are on the
agenda."

Tehranurges UN

Iran-Afghan waterissue

The United Nations should getinvolved in the
waterrightissue between Iran and Afghanistan,
said Iran's vice president and head of the
Department of Environment.

'Afghanistan avoids allocating the officially
agreed water right due to US pressures and
interferences, which hasendangered health and
economy ofthe peopleinIran, said Isa Kalantari
inameetingwith UN Resident CoordinatorinIran
UgochiDaniels.

Referring to the crisis created for Sistan basin
southeastern Iran andits 500,000 dwellers,
Kalantarisaid, 'Iran, however, has been bound
to ethical principles and good neighborliness
and has hosted more than 2.5 million Afghan
migrants.'

to help address

'All the legal Afghan immigrants have the same
rightsasIranians, he stressed.
ElaboratingonIran's waterissue, he said thatthe
problemin Iranis much more serious than most
parts of the world.

The UN official, for his part, said that UN's
priorityis to promote de-povertization, public
welfare, healthy environmentand sustainable
development.

Referring to the US sanctions on Iran, she said that
thesanctionsarenotaproblem only for Iran, they
arealsoachallenge forthe UN.

She also said thatunilateralismis one ofthe most
important problemsin the world.

Iran: Tenancy Costs Rise %11.8

Costsofrentingaresidential unitacrossall
urban areas increased during the second
quarter ofthe currentfiscal yearthatended on
Sept.22,accordingto the latest datareleased
by the Central Bank of Iran. Based on the latest
figuresdisclosed on the official website of the
monetaryregulator, theresidential rentindex
ofallurban areasacrossIranreached 118.8
during the second quarter of the currentyear,
upby %3.6 and %11.8 compared with the first
quarter of the currentyear and the second
quarterofthe yearbeforerespectively.

Ayearbefore, theindexstoodat106.3inQ2,
whichwashigherby%1.7 and %7.4 compared to
Q1and Q2 ofthefiscal 17-2016.

Duringthe 12 monthsup to the end ofthe current
year's Q2,theurbantenancyindexindicated a
rise 0f%9.9 compared with the precedingyear's
corresponding period, according to Financial
Tribune.

From a six-month perspective, the index
registereda%710.8 hike compared to the firsthalf
oftheyearbefore.

Major Cities

In major cities across Iran, the residential rent
indexreached 119 duringthe second quarter, up
%3.8and %11.9 compared with the first quarter
ofthe currentyear and the second quarter of the
year before respectively.

The tenancy index stood at 106.3 during the
second quarter of the year before in major cities,
whichwas%1.8and %7.3 higherwhen compared
with the first quarter of the year before and the
second quarter of the fiscal 17-2016 respectively.
CBldataindicate thatduringthe 12 monthsup
tothe end of the first half of the current fiscal
year,therentindex grew by %9.9 in major cities
compared with lastyear's corresponding period.
Duringthe firsthalfofthe currentyear, the index
inmajor cities signaled ayear-on-yearincrease
0f%10.9.

Tehran, Arak, Ardabil, Urmia, Eslamshahr,
Isfahan, Ahvaz, Bandar Abbas, Tabriz,
Khorramabad, Rasht, Zahedan, Zanjan, Sari,
Sanandaj, Shiraz, Qazvin, Qom, Karaj, Kerman,
Kermanshah, Gorgan, Mashhad, Hamedan and
Yazd are considered major citiesin the CBI data.

Medium Cities

Inmedium-sized cities, the tenancyindexreached
117.8 duringthe second quarter of the current
year. The figure was higher by %2.8and %10.1
compared with the currentyear's Q1 and the
previousyear's Q2 respectively.

Duringthe Q2 of the previous year, the index
stoodat107,indicatingarespective increase of
%1.8 and %8.2 when compared to the previous
three monthsand the three monthsofthe second
quarter ofthefiscal 17-2016 respectively.
Duringthe 12 monthsup to thisyear's Q2, the
residential rentalindexindicated a %9.3 increase
inmedium-sized cities.

According to CBI, the index for this category
showed a hike of %9.6 during the firsthalfof the
currentyear onanannual basis.

CBI's data consider Ilam, Abadan, Babol,
Bojnourd, Boroujerd, Bandar Anzali, Bandar
Bushehr, Birjand, Torbat Heydarieh, Jahrom,
Khoy, Dezful, Rafsanjan, Zabol, Saveh, Sabzevar,
Saqgez, Semnan, Shahreza, Shahr-e Kord,
Kazeroun, Kashan, Gonbad-e Kavus, Maragheh,
Malayer, Mahabad and Yasuj as medium-sized
cities.

Small Cities

Acrossthe smallcities of Iran, theresidential rent
indexreached 120.8 duringthe second quarter
ofthe currentyear, which was %3.2 and %12.9
higher when compared to the first quarter of the
currentyear and the second quarter of the year
before.

Duringlastyear'sQ2,theindexhad stoodat107,
up by %1.4 and %8.3 when compared with that
year'sQl andthe previousyear (fiscal 17-2016)'s
Q2.

Insmallcities, theresidential tenancyindex grew
by %11inthe 12 monthsup tothe end ofthe sixth
month ofthe currentfiscal year. During the initial
halfofthe currentyear, theindex showcased a
year-on-yearrise of %12.

Abhar, Ardakan, Eqlid, Aligoudarz, Ahar;, Borazjan,
Boroujen, Bam, Behbahan, Behshahr, Takestan,
Tonekabon, Tueyserkan, Chalous, Khalkhal,
Darab, Damghan, Dogonbadan, Dehloran, Sarab,
Sonqor, Shirvan, Qaen, Golpayegan, Lahijan, Maku
and Minab are considered small citiesin CBI's
categorization.

The central bank usesthe fiscal 17-2016 as the
baseyear forall calculations.
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