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Railwayfleetreceives 169
domestically-made, renovated
wagons,locomotives

[ranianrailwayfleetreceived 169 new domestically-
made or renovated locomotives and wagons worth
3.52trillionrials (about $83.8 million) on Saturday
inaceremonyattended by seniortransportofficials,
[RIBreported.

Asthefirststage ofthe program for the renovation
ofthe country’srailway fleetin the currentIranian
calendaryear (started on March 21), 156 freight
wagons, threelocomotivesincludingtworenovated
onesandanewly made oneby MAPNA Group, aswell
as 10renovated passengerwagonsjoined the railway
fleet.

The unveiling ceremony ofthe mentioned fleet was
attended by the Transportand Urban Development
Minister Mohammad Eslamiand the Head of the
[slamic Republic of Iran Railways (known as RAI)
SaeedRasouli.

Asreported, the mentioned vehicles have been
manufactured and renovated by six domestic
companiesincludingWagon Pars, Arak Steel Company;,
and Wagon Kowsar Company.

Constructionand renovation of the freight wagons
havesavedthe countryover fivemillioneuros, whilethe
manufacturingandrenovation ofthe saidlocomotives
byMAPNAhascreatedjobsforover80people.
Therenovation ofthe passenger wagonsby domestic
companieshasalsocreatedjobsforover 132 people.
Earlierin May, Eslamihad announced thathisministry
planstorenovate 1,500 wagonsandlocomotivestobe
added tothe country’srailway fleetby the end of the
currentlraniancalendaryear (March20,2022).
Speakingonthesidelines ofan eventonthe occasion
ofthe National Productivity Day on May 24, Eslami
said: “Therenovation ofthe mentioned fleet will be
acceleratedifthe necessary fundsforthe programare
provided onschedule”

Commodities worth
$644,000 exported from
Kohgiluyeh-Boyerahmadin
Ql

Asannounced by a provincial official, commodities
valued at $644,000 were exported from Kohgiluyeh-
Boyerahmad province, in the southwestofIran, in
thefirstquarterofthe currentlranian calendaryear
(March21-June21).

Behnam Ahmadi, thedirector-general of the province’s
customs department, putthe weight ofthe exported
productsat428tons.

Hesaid the quarterly exportsshow 32 percentrisein
termsofvalueand42 percentgrowthintermsofwieght
yearonyear.

The official named Germany, Iraq, the United Arab
Emirates (UAE),and South Africaasthe mainexport
destinationsofthe products.
ThevalueofIran’snon-oilexportsreached $10.7 billion
inthefirstthreemonthsofthe currentIranian calendar
year,up 69 percentcompared to thelastyear’ssame
period, IRNAreported quotingthehead ofthe Islamic
Republicoflran Customs Administration (IRICA).
According to Mehdi Mir-Ashrafi, Iran exported 30
milliontons ofnon-oil commoditiesinthe mentioned
threemonths, registeringa38-percentrise compared
tothefigureforthelastyear’sQ1.

Meanwhile, some 8.4 million tons of goods valued at
$10.2 billion werealsoimported into the country in
thesaid period toregistera34-percentriseinterms of
value comparedtothelastyear’ssamequarter.
Intotal, the [slamic Republictraded 38.4 million tons
of non-oil goods worth $20.9 billion withits trade
partnersinthe first quarter of the currentIranian
calendaryear,up 25 percentand 50 percentinterms of
weightandvalue, respectively, Mir-Ashrafisaid.
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Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh

has said his country will return to the oil

marketinthe shortestpossible time after the

removal ofthe U.S.sanctions on the country’s

oilindustry, ISNAreported.

Speaking to
the press after
attending the
18th OPEC+

Niws ministerial

NEWS meeting, which
—m washeld online on
Friday, Zanganeh
said: “At this meeting,
Iannounced thatifthe
sanctions are lifted,
Iranian oil will return
to the market as soon
as possible; Thisisour
official decision.”
“I announced Iran's
position inthe meeting
and emphasized thatany
decision made in this
meeting will not affect
our plans. Wewillreturn
tothe marketwith atleast
anamountequal to the
pre-sanctionslevel,” he
added.
The official noted that
some OPEC members
are in disagreement
regarding their assigned
shares for the cuts in

o
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Iran to return to oil marketin shortest
possible time post sanctions: Zanganeh

the coming months and
discussions are ongoing
tosettletheissue.

The 181st meeting of
the OPEC conference
was chaired by Angola’s
Minister of Mineral
Resourcesand Petroleum
Diamantino Pedro
Azevedo.

In the Friday meeting
OPEC paid tribute to
Zanganeh for hislong-
lasting contribution to
the organizationandthe
oilmarket.

Iran has repeatedly
stated thatthe countryis
ready to comebacktothe
oil marketwith full force

after the removal of the
U.S.sanctions.

Earlier in June, the
National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) Deputy
Director for Production
Affairs Farrokh Alikhani
said that the company
has taken all the
necessary measures
andisready forboosting
oil output to the pre-
sanctionslevel withina
month.

“Precise weekly, monthly,
and quarterly planning
hasbeenmadetorestore
oil production to pre-
sanctions level, and if
sanctions are lifted,

most of the country's
oil production will be

restored withinamonth,”
Alikhani said.
“The average daily

production of Iranian oil
before there-imposition
of sanctions was 3.38
million barrels per
day, and the National
Iranian Oil Company
has planned to return
to the pre-sanctions
production in the first
stepifthe sanctionsare
lifted,and in the nextstep
toincrease production
capacity to more than
four million barrels per
day,” Alikhani explained.

the extension,an OPEC+ source said.

consensus during Thursday's meetings.

OPEC+ agrees new
oil deal but without
UAE agreement,

source says

OPEC+ agreed on Friday to add more oil
tothe marketfrom Augustand extend the
duration oftheir pactontheirremaining
production curbs forlonger, even though
the United Arab Emirates still opposed

All OPEC+ dealsrequire unanimous
approval. The rare development on
Friday means the UAE could still derail
the plan.Itwasnotimmediately clear
how the new plan would work.

The talks between the Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries,
Russiaand other producers, the alliance
knownas OPEC+, raninto asecond day
on Friday after the group failed toreacha

Underthenewdeal OPECwouldrelease
more barrels from August 2021 and
extend the duration of the output pact
totheend of2022 from its original April
2022 expiry.

The UAE saiditagreedtotheincreasein
outputbutthe extension was conditional
onrevising up its baseline, the level
of production against which cuts are
calculated, the source said.

TCCIMA to hold Iran-
Tajikistan business
foruminlate July

Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines,and Agriculture (TCCIMA) willhold an
[ran-Tajikistan business forumonJuly 27, the
chamberannounced onits website.

The eventtitled “Investigating Opportunities
for Trade Cooperation with Tajikistan” will

be held online and with the aim of boosting
[ranianbusinessmen’s knowledge of the Tajik
marketand elevatingbilateral cooperation
between the two countries.

The 14th meeting of Iran-Tajikistan Joint
Economic Committee was held in Tajikistan
inearly June.

Asreported, promoting economicrelations
was the major focus of the mentioned meeting
which was co-chaired by [ranian Energy

Minister Reza Ardakanian and Tajikistan’s
Minister of Energy and Water Recourses Daler
Juma.Speaking in the opening ceremony,
Ardakanian underlined the longhistorical,
cultural, and economicrelations between
thetwo countriesand said: “Considering the
will of the top leaders of the two countries,
theimplementation of approved agreements
requires serious determination [by the two
sides].”

NO 802

Solution: NO 801

Russia’s Energy Minister and
Iranianambassadorto Moscow
reviewed ways for further
expansion of cooperation of
thetwo countriesinthefields of
oiland energy.Russian Energy
Minister Nikolai Shulginov,who
is also the chairman of Iran-
Russia Economic Cooperation
CommissiononbehalfofRussian
government metwith Iranian
ambassadorto Moscow Kazem
Jalaliand stressed onthe need
for further development and
expansion of cooperationin oil

Iran, Russiareview ways for further
expansion of oil, energy cooperation

and energy fields.Shulginov
expressed hope thatbilateral
economiccooperationandjoint
projectsbetweenIranand Russia
will be promoted in energy,
transportation and nuclear
fieldsinthenewadministration
ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran.
Hereferredtothejointprojects
in oil, gas, energy, railway and
peacefulenergyfieldsandhoped
fordevelopingrelations during
newIranian governmentunder
President-ElectSeyyed Ebrahim
Raeisi.
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What's News

Iran
almostself-
sufficientin
production
ofhome
appliances

Iranian Industry,
Mining and Trade
Minister has said the
countryisontheverge
of  self-sufficiency
in the production of
various typesofhome
appliances, IRNA
reported.
“Despite the economic
sanctions, the
production of home
appliances in the
country has grown
significantlyand weare
onthevergeofachieving
self-sufficiencyin the
production of various
types in this field,
Alireza Razm Hosseini
said onSaturday.
Speaking at the
inauguration
ceremony ofawashing
machine production
line in Khorasan
Razavi Province,
Razm Hosseini said:
“over 13 million
home appliances
were produced in the
countryinthe previous
[lranian calendar]
year (ended on March
20),whichwasagreat
achievement for the
industry”

The official noted
that the growth in
the home appliance
industry shows the
surge of domestic
manufacturingin this
field,saying: “inthenear
futurethelranianhome
appliance market will
nolongerneed foreign
brands.”
Overthepastfewyears,
thelraniangovernment
has been following
a new strategy for
supporting domestic
productiontoneutralize
the impacts of the
U.S. sanctions while
reducing thereliance
ofthe economy on oil
revenues.The home
appliances  sector
has been one of the
pioneersinthisregard
and like many other
areas, the production
of home appliances
has witnessed a
significantrise in the
past two years.Back
in May, Iran’s Deputy
Industry, Mining, and
Trade Minister Mehdi
SadeqiNiarakisaid that
the country’s home
appliance industry
experienced 78-percent
growth in the past
Iranian calendaryear.
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Saudi Arabia
welcoming
talks with
Iran: FM
Farhan

Foreign Minister of
Saudi Arabia Faisal
bin Farhan Al Saud
said thathis country
welcomes holding
directtalks with the
Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Saudi Foreign
Minister Faisal bin
Farhan recently
addressed theissue
oflranand Palestine
in an interview
with the Italian
newspaper “La
Repubblica”.
Regarding
establishing
relations with the
Islamic Republic of
Iran, Saudi Foreign
Minister said his
country welcomes
talks with Iran but
Tehran mustprove
itscommitment to
ensuring security
and stability of
the region with
the facts, Al

Jazeera  quoted
the newspaper as
saying.

The Saudi minister
speaks ofregional
security as his
country has been
besieging Yemen
for more than six
years, launching
a full-scale war
and displacing
thousands of
families in Yemen.
The Saudi Arabian
foreign minister
called the stance
of Iran and Saudi
Arabiaontherecent
talks that began a
few monthsagoin
Iraq "positive" and
expressed hope that
these talks would
lead to thawing
relations between
the two countries
of Iran and Saudi
Arabia.

Earlier, Saudi Crown
Price Mohammad
bin Salman in
an interview
with Saudi State
Television said
that Saudi Arabia's
foreign policy
is based on its
interestsand Saudi
Arabia is working
to strengthen
the alliance with
all its partners
in the world and
is interested
in establishing
relations with the
Islamic Republic of
Iran.

=

Supply of COVID Vaccine Improving in Iran: President

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said the national vaccination program against the coronavirusis

gathering pace with the importofforeign vaccinesand developmentofdomesticones.

Speakingata Saturday meeting ofthe Coronavirus Fight National Headquarters, Rouhani said the
process ofimporting COVID vaccines from abroad and producinghomegrown vaccine continues to
improve.Iran has purchased 16.8 million doses of vaccine through the World Health Organization's
COVAX (COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access) program, while the delivery of alarge portion of those
vaccineshasbeen overdue, he noted.The presidentalso stressed the need for strict compliance with
the health protocols until atleast the end of the currentIranian year (March 2022), whether the

people havereceived vaccines ornot.

Observingthe protocols, vaccination, and hope are the three main factorsin the battle against the
pandemic, the presidentsaid, warning that disregard for the protocols willincrease the number of

towns categorized asred zones.

Swiss President congratulates Raisi

President of Switzerland Guy Parmelinin a message congratulated Iran’s President-

electSeyyed Ebrahim Raision hisvictoryinthe 13th presidential election, stressing

ever.

onstrengtheningbilateral cooperation between the two countries.

Swiss Presidentin the message wished success for Iranian President-elect Ebrahim
Raisiin hisnew position, expressed confidence thatgood bilateral relations between
Iran and Switzerland during the presidency of Raisi will be strengthened more than

He also stressed that Switzerland is committed to strengthening dialogue and

cooperation with Iranaimingatincreasing stability and prosperity in the region,

and considersitintheinterestofall.
Parmelinnoted that Switzerland would supportIran's efforts to strengthen dialogue

and global cooperation to promote peace and security.

Iran rejects any direct or indirectinvolvement
inattacks against US facilities in Iraq

Ambassadorand PermanentRepresentative

ofthe Islamic RepublicofIran to the United

Nations Majid Takht Ravanchi categorically

rejected the extremely arbitrary

interpretation of Article 51 of the Charter
ofthe United Nations by the United Statesin
justification of its unlawful military strike,

on 27 June 2021, againsttwo locationsin

Syriaand onelocationinIraq, condemning,

in the strongest terms, such unlawful

acts which violate the sovereignty of two

regional countries.

On several occasions
in the past, including

The Islamic Republic of arbitrary interpretation
Iran categorically rejects

of Article 51 ofthe Charter

. //v i Majid Takht
: Ravanchimadethe
ISFAHAN remarksinaletter
B3/ BY to the president
EYE ofthe UN Securlty
Council Nicolasde
Riviereinreaction
toanti-Iranianaccusations
of Washington.

Hereisthe full text of Majid

TakhtRavanchi’sletter:

Inthename of God, the most
Compassionate, the most
Merciful

Excellency,
[amwritingtoyouregarding
the letter dated 29 June
2021 fromthe Permanent
Representative ofthe United
States of America to the
United Nationsaddressed to
the Presidentofthe Security
Council (S/2021/614),
in which, once again,
unsubstantiated allegations
were levelled against the
Islamic Republicof Iran on
supporting the so-called

in my letters to the
President of the Security
Council (S/2020/81 and
S/2021/257),1have made
it crystal clear that the
IslamicRepublicoflranhas
notbeeninvolved, directly
orindirectly,inany armed
attack by any entity or
individual against United
States personnel orfacilities
inlraq.

Any claimtoattributetolran,
explicitly or implicitly, any
attack carried outagainst
American personnel or
facilitiesin Iraqis factually
wrong and void of the
minimum requirements of
authenticity and reliability,
thus completely baseless.
Accordingly, we firmly
rejectsuchallegationsand
consider themlegally null

the extremely arbitrary
interpretation of Article 51
ofthe Charter of the United
Nationsbythe United States
injustification ofits unlawful
military strike, on 27 June
2021, againsttwolocations
in Syria and one location
inlIraq.Iran condemns, in
the strongestterms, such
unlawful acts which violate
the sovereignty of two
regional countries.

Theargumentofthe United
States that such attacks
were conducted to deter
the Islamic Republic of
Iranandthe so-called Iran-
backed militia groups from
conducting or supporting
further attacks on United
States personnel or facilities,
has no factual or legal
ground, asitis founded on

ofthe United Nations. The
attacks by the United States
are conducted in flagrant
violation of international
law, particularly Article 2(4)
ofthe Charter of the United
Nations.
Therecentattemptby the
United States to accuse
othersintheregionto cover
up its own irresponsible
and destabilizingactivities
or distract attentions
from its unlawful and yet
adventuristic  military
practicesintheregion will
doomto fail.

Ishould be grateful if you
would have the present
letter circulated as a
document of the Security
Council.

Please accept, Excellency,
theassurances of myhighest

militiagroupsinlIraq. andvoid. mere fabricationaswellas consideration.
Biden Taps La“yer Stat.e.Depfelrtment sburea_u ofarms contr.ol, Atth.elr]une.16 Geneva.su.mmlt_,Blden and
verification and compliance, the White RussianPresidentVladimir Putin agreed to
Mallor y Stewartfor US Housesaidinastatement, Reutersreported.  begin "strategicstability" talksto "seektolay
Arms Control Post The United States and Russia in February  thegroundwork for futurearms controland

US President]Joe Biden said on Friday he
planned to nominate Mallory Stewart to
be assistant secretary of state for arms
control,akeyjobasWashingtonand Moscow
contemplate asuccessortothe New START
arms control treaty.

If confirmed by the Senate, Stewart, now
a senior director on the White House
National Security Council, would lead the

extended New START for five years. The
treaty, which first wentinto effectin 2011,
limits the United States and Russia to
deploying no more than 1,550 strategic
nuclear warheads each and imposes
restrictions on theland- and submarine-
based missilesand bombersto deliver them.
Historically, the assistant secretary of state
for arms control plays a central role in
negotiating suchaccords.

riskreduction measures."

Stewart, who previously worked in the
bureauand as a State Departmentarms
control attorney, was an architect of the
US-Russia Framework to eliminate Syria's
declared chemical weapons stockpile.
Syria, whichjoined the Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)
in2013, has said it fully destroyed chemical
weapons stockpiles declared to the agency.
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US withdrawal, maximum
pressure main causes of JCPOA

issues

The USunilateral withdrawal from the JCPOA andits
maximum pressure onlIranaretherootcausesofthe
current]CPOA related crisis, Chinese Foreign Minister
WangYisaid.

Inasweeping speech thattouched ontopics fromthe
global pandemicto counterterrorism, North Korea to
theIrannuclearissue and Taiwan, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yishowcased China'srising confidence
and assertivenessin global affairs while criticizing the
USanditsallies for grasping to an outdated Cold War
mentality, The Straits Timesreported.
Onthelraniannuclearissue, Wangsaid itis most
critical forthe USto makean earlier decision torejoin
theagreement, known as the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).

"The USunilateral withdrawal from the JCPOA and its
maximum pressure onlIranaretherootcausesofthe
currentlraniannuclear crisis," said Wang,adding, "As
the saying, goes, he who tied the bow should untie it."
Wang said the world must categorically oppose "bloc"
confrontation, citing US efforts in the Indo-Pacific
regionasanexample.

"It is the revival of the Cold War mentality and
regression of history. It should be sweptinto the
dustbin”, he said.

"Dreamingthe old dream ofhegemony duringthe Cold
Warwillnotsecureapromising future, still less build
backabetter world," said Wang.

LavrovUrges USto End
Plunder of Syria's Natural

Resources

Russia's Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrovsaid he does
notbelieve Daeshthreatsin Syriaand Iraqghave grown
significantly,and called on the US to stop plundering
Syria's natural riches and focus on fighting terrorists
instead.

“Asfor threats from Daesh, [donotthink thatthey have
grown seriouslyin Iraq orin Syria. Both countries
have prevented the realization and implementation of
caliphate plansdesigned by the Daeshterroristgroup,”
Lavrov told anews conference on Friday.“We firmly
supportthe governmentoflraqin its efforts towipe
outtheremaining pockets ofterrorists. We can say the
sameaboutSyria,”headded.Lavrovstressed that Russia
islegally providing supportto Syrians, while some
countriesare occupying Syria onthe pretext of fighting
terrorism.Russia, whichislegally presentin Syriaatthe
invitation ofthe Damascus government, isassisting the
country's security forcesand army troopsin defeating
terrorism, he said.“In Syria, terroristgroups other than
Daeshareactive. Atthetop ofthelistis Hay'at Tahrir al-
Shamanditsaffiliates,” the top Russiandiplomatsaid.
Lavrovwentontosaythatthe United Statesanditsallies
inthe military coalition purportedly formed to fight
Daesh should foremosteliminates threats,and stop the
occupationofalarge proportion ofthe Syriansoilaswell
aslootingthe country’snaturalresources.

Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has accused
Washington of plotting to assassinate him.

Venezuelan PresidentNicolas Maduroaccused the CIAand
the US military agencies of planning to assassinate him,
particularly wondering whether sitting US President]oe
Biden hassomethingto do withit, Sputnik reported.

"Did Joe Biden ratify Donald Trump's orders to lead
Venezuelainto civil war and kill us? Yesorno? I ask,"
Maduro stated during a speech ata military ceremony
on Friday. "Whatdid they do? Our sources in Colombia
assure us [...] thatthey have come to prepare a plan to
attackmylife and that ofimportant political and military
leaders[...] Did President]Joe Biden authorize the plan
toassassinate me and important political and military

leadersin Venezuela? Yes orno?"

He suggested thatit was the US Southern Command

Maduro says US planning his assassination

head Craig Faller and director of the CIA William Burns
who came to Colombia and Brazil earlier to finish
"preparations" fora"violent plan” to assassinate him.
In2019,Maduroaccused the former US president, Donald
Trump, of urging neighboring Colombiato participateina
plottokillhim and overthrow the Venezuelan government.
“Donald Trump has withouta doubt given an order to
killme and has told the government of Colombia and the
Colombian mafiatokill me,” Maduro said atthe time.
Atthe time, Maduro still outlined he was open for talks
with Washington, even though the United States did
notrecognize him as the Venezuelan president, instead
favoring oppositionleader Juan Guaido as an 'interim
president. According to Washington, the 2019 election
in Venezuela which saw Madurore-elected wasrigged -
somethingthatthelatter denies.

After
the 2019 election in

Venezuela, the US started to impose sanctions
against Caracas.InBiden's presidential tenure, Maduro
has called for relief of the sanctions - arequest that the
Bidenadministration has denied, with a State Department
spokespersoninsisting that the sanctions will remain
in placeaslongas “repression and corrupt practices”

continueinthe country.
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Iranowes security to Gen. Soleimani, his companions

Iran’sIRGC Aerospace Force Commander says the IslamicRepublicowesits security to Martyr General Qassem
Soleimaniand hiscompanionswho destroyedISILterrorismintheregion.

“Americanshavebeenneverour friend,and thatiswhywe donotnormalize relations with the United States",
Iran’s IRGC Aerospace Force Commander Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh said, adding, "Even this

normalization doesnotsolve the country's problems”

Elsewhereinhis remarks, Hajizadeh described ISIL terrorismasavirus coming from American think tanks,
sayingthatthe USregime hasbeenalways trying to make the entire Islamic world face the problem of takfiri

20000 Rials

and terrorists.However, by the timely decision of the Leader of the Islamic Revolution and the self-sacrifice of

the Shrine Defenders, especially General Qassem Soleimani, ISIL wasrestrained and destroyed, he stressed.
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maximum pressure
main causes of JCPOA LocalIraqisourceshave
. said a logistics convoy
ssues

belonging to the US
B troops was targeted in

Iran almost the city of Hilla on Friday.
self=sufficientin Therewere noimmediate

. reports of casualties,
P1'0(1110t1011 ofhome while details oftheattack
appliances o have yetto be released

by Iraqi media.Attacks
on US convoys in Iraq
continue as Washington
seeks todelay strategic

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:22:10 talks betweenIraqand

Noon callto prayer: the United States over the

13:07:49 withdrawal of US troops.

Evening callto prayer: After the assassination

20:34:53 of top Iranian general

1] Lt. General Qassem

Soleimani and his

Iraqi companions near

Baghdad airport in

early 2020, the Iraqi

parliament approved

piecelegislation calling

High: 38°¢ onforeigntroopstoleave
Low:285¢ the country.

"Theguidance and command of Martyr General Qassem Soleimaniand the sacrifice ofthe Shrine Defenders

Iran to return to oil marketin shortest
possible time postsanctions: Zanganeh

Three endgame scenarios loom large over

Viennatalks

After sixrounds of intensive talks to possibly revive the

2015 Irannucleardeal, negotiationsin Viennahave reached

akeypointthatcould lead to three possible scenarios

ranging from a full revival of the original deal to a complete

haltto talks, the Tehran Times can reveal.

When the sixth round of talks, aimed at
resuscitating the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA), ended more than aweekago,
itwas evidentfrom the Iranianand U.S. war of
words thatthe nextround would be the most
consequential round, though it will unlikely be
thelastone.

First, U.S.envoy to the Vienna talks Rob Malley
madeitclearthat Washington will notliftall the
sanctionsimposed by the Trump administration
againstIran. He even threatened towalk out of
talksiflran continuedtoinsist on getting the
U.S.toliftallthe sanctions. “Whatthey’ve asked
for-inprinciple, they’vesaid they wantall of the
sanctionsthatPresident Trump’sadministration
reimposed orimposed since 2018 to be lifted.
Andthat’salot. And we’ve said we're prepared to
remove those thatwe thinkweneed toremove to
bebackin compliance with the JCPOA.Butwe're

notgoingtoliftall ofthe sanctionsthatthe Trump
administrationimposed,” Malley told NPR.

“We wouldn’t be going back to Vienna if we
thoughtthatit'snotpossibletoreachadeal. Idon’t
thinkthatthiswindowisgoingtobe openforever.
Atsome point, we'llhave to conclude that thisis
notsucceeding. Butwe'renotthereyet,” henoted.
U.S.Secretary of State Tony Blinken reiterated
Malley’sthreatbyimplyingthattheballisinIran’s
court.“Therewill comeapoint,yes, whereitwillbe
veryhardtoreturnbacktothestandardssetbythe
JCPOA,"thetop U.S.diplomatsaid atabriefingin
Parisafter meetingwith French Foreign Minister
JeanYvesLe Drian. Healso called on Iranto make
“difficult” decisions to advance talks that could
revivethe]JCPOA.Le Drianreiterated the same call.
“It'sbeensixweekssincethe negotiationsstarted
again.Some progress was achieved, and we will
now be entering the mostdifficult times. It will
require some strongand courageous decisions
onbehalfofthe newIranianauthorities, butnow
isthetime,” hesaid.Iranhitbackatthe U.S.andits

Europeanallies by sayingthattheyare the ones
who should make difficult decisions, notIran.
Because Iranhad already made tough decisions
regardingthe]CPOA.

“So far, sixrounds of talks have been held with
the P4+1,and we are almost close to the final
stages. Thereisaseries ofissues thathave been
sufficiently negotiated and it is time for the
countriestodecide,’ [ran’stop nuclear negotiator
Seyed Abbas Araqchisaid.“The Islamic Republic
oflranhasalready made tough decisions. When
the United States withdrew from the JCPOA and
Irandecided tostayinthe]CPOA.ItwasIran’sbig
anddifficultdecisionthatled tothe preservation of
the]JCPOAso far. Nowitisthe turn ofthe opposing
parties,and according to the negotiations we
had, they mustdecide and reacha conclusion
ontherevival ofthe JCPOAinordertoreachan
agreement,” Araghchitold Iranian state media
after briefinglawmakers sitting on the National
Security and Foreign Policy Committee on the
Viennatalkslast week.The briefing took place
ahead ofasupposed resumption of talks last
week. Butthe talks were delayed duein partto
internal deliberationsinthe concerned countries.
Asregardslran, intensive discussionshave taken
placetodraftastrategyonhowtoproceed withthe
talksgiventhe Americanintransigence duringthe
sixthround duringwhichlittle progresswasmade.
To this end,anew committee has been formed
with members from various institutions such
aslran’s Supreme National Security Council, the
Majlis, the government, and representatives
ofthe new Iranian president-elect’s transition
team. The main duty of this committee is to
determine whether the outcome of the Vienna
talks goes in line with the stated policies of
Ayatollah Khamenei.The committee is also
tasked with overseeing the Vienna talks and
approve or disapprove of them. Asthe Vienna
negotiationsreachadetermining point, three
scenarioshave beenenvisaged for the end result
ofthe committee’sJCPOA deliberations. First,
the committee would approve the outcome of
the Viennatalksand corroboratearevival of the
JCPOA. Second, itwould disapprove the outcome
ofthetalksandrecommendanincreaseinnuclear
activities.

Another Florida Condo Tower Evacuated

over Safety Concerns

A-10story condominium complexin North Miami Beach

wasordered to close and evacuateitsresidents on Friday

after the building submitted a recertification report,

based onaJanuaryinspectionthatdocumented “unsafe

structural and electrical conditions.”

Crestview Towers in North Miami Beach
was builtin 1972. On Friday, North Miami
Beachauthoritiesorderedall theresidents to
evacuate by the evening, as the building was
notjudged safe for continued occupancy, RT
reported.

Thereasonbehind the order was the report
by an engineering inspector, dated January
11, that surfaced during a safety audit
ordered by city and county officials after the
June 24 collapse of the Champlain Towers
condominiumin Surfside, about seven miles
(11km) away.

The 11-page report, signed by Roberto
Barreiro, says Crestview is “[not] safe for the
specified use of continued occupancy” on
grounds of structuraland electricalissues with
thebuilding.

North Miami Beach city manager Arthur Sorey
[l ordered the evacuation on Friday, outofan
“abundance of caution,” until “a full structural
assessment can be conducted and nextsteps
are determined,” according to a city press
release.

Itisunclear how many residents are being
evacuatedin total, orhowlongthe evacuation
order will be in effect. The Red Cross is
reportedly assisting those who donothavea
placetostay.

Miami-Dade County authoritiesare currently
trying toinspecteverybuilding taller than five
storiesinadesperate effortto preventanother
tragedylike Champlain Towers.

Sofar, 22 people have been confirmedKkilled in
the partial collapse of the residential high-rise,
and 126 remain unaccounted for, with hope
diminishing with each passing day that they
mightbe found alive.Mayor Daniella Levine
Cavatold reporters on Friday that she signed
anemergency order to demolish the remains
of Champlain Towers once the rescuers are
finished and the engineers are ready, but that
could take weeks, she added.

Devastating house fire
claims life of Muslims in
Canada

Seven members of two related
Muslim families, including four
children, diedinan overnighthouse
fire Friday following Canada Day
celebrations.

According to Calgary Herald, the
blaze tore through the home in
Chestermere, justeast of Calgary, at
about2:30a.m.

Cpl. Tammy Keibel said aboyand a
girl,both 12,an eight-year-old girl,
and a four-year-old boy perished
in the fire. A man and a woman
both thoughttobe 38 yearsold and
another woman approximately age
35alsodied.

Anadultmanand four children were
ableto escape the blaze, Keibel said,

with EMS transporting the children
tothehospital.

The home was owned by Amjad
Kamal, the man who survived the
fire, neighbor Khaleel Bhatti told
Postmedia. Amjad, his wife, and
his five children were hosting his
brother Asad Kamal and his wife
and three children forabarbecue,
after which they stayed overnight,
Bhatti said.

According to Bhatti, Kamal woke
up to the fire and began working
torescue the childreninside; he
managed to save four of the kids,
includingone childasyoungas 1%.
Amjad survived the fire, but his
brother Asad Kamal and their wives,
Rafiya Kamal and Batool Rashid, all
diedintheblaze.

“It'svery devastating, it's very sad,”
Bhattisaid. “It'sadeepsorrowanda

deepmentalstress.”

AlbertaMLA Leela Sharon Aheer (C)
comfortsamanin Chestermere, AB,
eastofCalgaryonFriday,July 2,2021.
Aheeristhelocal MLA and joined
community members following
an overnight fire which severely
damaged ahouse and anumber of
residentsare deceased.

Calgary Imam Syed Soharwardy
with the Islamic Supreme Council
of Canada confirmed the families’
identities.

Hesaid both families were members
ofhiscongregation at Green Dome
Mosque in northeast Calgary, as
wellasthe Al-Madinah Chestermere
Islamic Centre.

“They were very nice people, very
down-to-Earth, good Muslims,”
Soharwardy said. “They were good
Canadians.”
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