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NEWS

Crude oil accounted for
biggest share of Iranian
exports to China

Thevalue oftradebetweenIranand Chinareached
$5.5 billion in the first five months of 2021,
registeringa 14-percentdecline compared to the
figure for the previous year’s same period.
Accordingto the datareleased by the Chinese
customs administration, the trade between the
two countries stood at 6.4 billion in the first five
monthsof2020.Iranian exportsto Chinareached
$2.5billioninthesaid period, seven percentless
than the figure for the same time spanin 2020.
Iranhad exported $2.7 billion of commodities to
ChinainJanuary-May 2020.Crude oil accounted
forthebiggestshare of [ranian exportsto Chinain
2020,accordingto the customs data.Theimports
fromthe Asian country stood at $3 billionin the
mentioned five months, 19 percentless than
the $3.7-billionin the previous year’s same five
months.Iran’strade balance with Chinawas $500
million negative in the said five months.The value
of Iran-China non-oil trade stood at $18.715
billioninthe pastIranian calendaryear (ended
onMarch 20),accordingto the spokesman of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA).Ruhollah Latifi put the weight of bilateral
tradeat30.128 million tonsand said that China
was Iran’s firstnon-oil trade partner in the past
year.Iran’sexportto Chinawas 26.585 million tons
worth $8.954 billion, and its imports from that
countrywere 3.543 milliontons valued at$9.761
billionin the previousyear, the official announced.
Pistachios, nutsand spices, mineraland industrial
raw materials, construction materials, methanol,
polyethylene, carpets, glassware, iron ingots, iron
products, dates, grapes, and fruits, along with
petroleum products were [ran’s main exported
itemsto China, Latifi stated.

He mentioned machinery and industrial raw
materials, medical equipment, cereals, yeasts,
paper,wood and boards, fabrics and yarns, auto
parts, allkinds of wires, sports equipment, data
processing machines, glasses, and all kinds of
yeastsand seeds as Iran’s majorimported items
from China.

Iran and China officially signed a document for
25-year comprehensive cooperationinlate March.

Gas Shortage Pushes Coal
PricestoTen-Year High

Tight natural gas supply and a rebound in
electricity consumption have combined to push
thermal coal prices to the highestinadecade and
insufficientrainfallin Chinahas contributed to the
trend.The price of export coal from Newscastle,
Australia — mostof which goes to Asia— has
gained 56% over the lastyear. European prices
have alsorisen, adding 64% since the start of
the year, Oil Price reported.Coal supply is also
experiencing a growing tightness because of
lowinvestmentin new production, partially the
resultofadrive toward lower use of the dirtiest
fossil fueland aboostinrenewable electricity
generation capacity.However, the latest price
trends suggest that this capacity still falls short
of meeting the demand for electricity in mostkey
markets.Coal prices are likely to remain higher
over the next few months due to the situation
with fundamentals.“Supply is shrinking and
it's probably shrinking faster than demand,”
Tom Price, the head of commodities strategy at
Liberum, said. “Everyone had turned their backs
onthese [thermal-coal mining] assets. Those
companies thathave clungontothemhavemadea
small fortune ontheminjustthe pastfew months.”
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Special attention to neighboring states
firststep todevelop tourism

Some prominent university professors have

urged the upcoming administration in Iran

toattach greatimportance to the tourism

industryin particular attracting tourists from

neighboring countries.

Avirtual scientific
seminar was held
on Monday in

N E W s Tehran to discuss

NEWS priorities of the
_EEEM  administration of
President-elect
Ebrahim Raisiin tourism
industry with the aim
of extending regional
cooperation especially
inthe Persian Gulfregion.
Participants stressed the
need for strengthening
oftourism diplomacyin
particular whenitcomes
to relationships with
neighboringstates.
Esmail Ghaderi, a
professor at Allameh
Tabataba'i University,
said in the webinar
thatlIran canattract 15
million tourists from
neighboring countries,
adding that good
managementcanbemore
effectivein development
oftourismindustry than

o

tourismattractions.

Tourism diplomacy can
helpresolve differences
Naser Rezai,amember
ofthe Research Institute
of Cultural Heritage and
Tourism (RICHT), said
thattourism diplomacy
along with official
diplomacy can be one of
the main tools toresolve
differencesamongstates.
According to the
academic, tourism
has never been a
priority of the Iranian
administrations; and
despite the fact that the
outgoingadministration
tried to pay more
attention to the industry,

tourismis notyetinits
bestposition.

JCPOA faded Iranophobia
Saman Khalilian, another
professor, said that the
Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA)
has helped declining
Iranophobia; thus, the
number of foreign
tourists traveling to
increased 2.7 percent
beforethe outbreakofthe
coronavirus pandemic.
Tourism consolidates
security, stability
Another academic, Ali
Rahimpour,emphasized
thattourismindustryis
notlimited toa particular
borderanditcanenhance

security and stability
around the globe.

Tourism can promote
job creation and help
countries to have a
sustainable income,
he said, adding that
protection of natural
resources is another
advantage oftheindustry.
He further noted that
change of political
approach, de-escalation,
joint venture with
neighboring countries
and confidence-building
with other governments
areamong the bestways
to pave the ground for
boosting tourism.

HousingpriceinTehran
cityrises 3% inamonth

Averagehousingpricerosethree percentin
Tehran City duringthe pastIranian calendar
month of Khordad (ended on June 21),
compared toits previous month, according
toareportbythe Central BankofIran (CBI).
The housing price inthe capital city also
experienceda56.6-percentriseascompared
tothesamemonthinthepastyear.

The CBIreportputtheaverage price for one
square meter ofaresidential unitat296
millionrials (about$7,047) inthe capital city
inthe mentioned month.

Asreported, thenumber ofreal estate deals
increased 29.6 percentin the pastmonth
fromits precedingmonth.

The housing market in Tehran was the
second-highestreturning marketinIran
among the country’s four major marketsin
the previousIranian calendar year (ended

onMarch 20) with 85 percentannual growth.
Theinformation obtained from Kilid website
(which is a major platform for housing
trades) indicated that the housing price
indexin Tehran grew by 85 percentinthe
previous Iranian calendar year (ended on
March 20) compared toits precedingyear.
The highestmonthly priceincrease of 12.5
percentoccurredinthe Iranian calendar
month ofMordad (July 22-August21,2020),
while the biggest monthly price decrease
occurredin Azar (November 21-December
20,2020)withadecline of 8.1 percent.
Lastmonth, the head of Iran’s Property
Advisers Unionsaid housing pricesin the
countryshould decreaseatleast 25 percent
inorder for people to be able to afford to
purchase.

Mostafa Gholi Khosravi noted that the
closure of real estate agencies due to the
coronavirus pandemichas caused some
problemsin this market, calling for the re-

openingofthe agenciesin compliance with
health protocols.

The official also stressed the need
for establishing a market regulation
headquarters for the housing sector to
monitor the activities of dealers and real
estateagenciesinordertobalancetheprices.
HousingpricesinIranhave been constantly
rising over the past year due to various
internaland external factors.

Coronavirus has been reported to be a
major factor affecting the housing pricesin
Iranasthe pandemichas stoked concerns
aboutlosing one’s savings and more people
entered the housingmarket.

“Peopleare turning to the housing market
inorder to protecttheirsavingsin the face
ofrisinginflation. No one sees housingas
ashort-term consumer commodity. Even
real consumersview purchasingahome
asalong-terminvestment,” Mehdi Soltan-
Mohammadji,ahousingexpert, said.

NO 799

Solution: NO 798

products

technology

During  the

meeting  of

knowledge-based
creative companies with
Armenianbusinessmenand
technologists in Yerevan,
the two sides explored
avenues to improve joint
technological products.

Asreported, Iran's VP for
Science and Technology
Sorena Sattari leading a
delegation comprised of 50
Iranian companiesattended
the held business forumin

Tehran, Yerevan toimprove joint technological

Armenia.The Iranian VP,
duringhisvisit, is scheduled
totake partinaspecialized
meeting between Iranian
companies and 120
Armenian companies in
various technological
fields, a specialized
meeting between 15
Iranian companies and 40
Armenian companiesinthe
field of communication and
information technologies,
and also to visit Armenian
technological centers and
infrastructures.

second
business
Iranian
and
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What's News

‘Housing
and Utilities’
Inflation
Surges Past
27 Percent

Theaveragegoodsand
services Consumer
Price Indexof“housing
and utilities” (water,
electricity, natural
gasand other fuels) in
the 12-month period
endingJune 21, which
marks the end of the
third Iranian month
ofthefiscal 2021-22,
increased by 27.1%
compared with last
year’s corresponding
period.

The CPI of the group
stood at 222 for the
monthunderreview,
indicatinga 1.4%rise
compared with the
monthbefore.

The CPI of “housing
and utilities”, which
hasthebiggestimpact
ontotalinflationrate
with 35.5%, registered
a year-on-year
increase 0f28.5%.
Apartfrom “housing
and utilities”, the 12
groups of the basket of
consumer goods and
services purchased by
households surveyed
by SCl include “food
and beverages” with
26.64%,tobacco" with
0.59%, "clothingand
shoes" with 4.78%,
"healthand treatment”
with 7.14%, "furniture,
home appliances and
their maintenance"
with 3.93%,
“communications”
with 2.87%,
"transportation”
with 9.41%, "leisure
and culture" with
1.65%, "education”
with 1.86%, "hotels

and  restaurants”
with 1.44% and
"miscellaneousitems

and services" with
4.18%.

The overall average
goods and services
Consumer Price
Indexinthe 12-month
period ending June
21lincreased by 43%
compared with the
corresponding period
of the year before,
latestdatareleased by
the Statistical Center of
Iranshow.

This is for the 10th
consecutive month
that the annualized
inflation hasbeenon
therise.
SClhadputtheaverage
annual inflation rate
for the preceding
Iranian month, which
ended on May 21, at
41%.
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Iran Reaffirms
Supportfor
Syriain Waron
Terror

Senior adviser to
the Iranian foreign
minister for special
political affairs Ali
Asghar Khajiassured
Syriathat Tehran will
continue to assistthe
Arab country in the
fightagainstterrorism
and in the post-
war reconstruction
process.

Khajion Monday held
ameeting with Syrian
President Bashar al-
Assad in Damascus,
where they discussed
ways to promote
cooperation between
the two countriesin
variousareas.
TheIranian diplomat
said the high turnout
ofthe Syrian people
in the country'slast
month presidential
election, which led
to Assad'slandslide
victory and winning
his fourth seven-year
term, conveyed a
clearmessage oftheir
strongwill.

Khaji also gave an
assurance that Iran
will continue to
support the Syrian
government  and
people in the battle
againstterrorism.

He reiterated Iran's
readiness to play
an active role in the
reconstruction of
Syriaand to support
its economy in
different sectors in
away thateases the
burdens of the unjust
Westernblockade on
the Arab country's
people.

For his part, Assad
congratulated
the successful
presidential election
in Iran earlier this
month, which dealt
a new blow to all
forcesthatare trying
to target the Islamic
Republic's security
and safety, Press TV
reported.

In the meeting,
Assad and Khajialso
exchanged views
about strategic
relations between
Syria and Iran and
underlined the
importantrole played
by the two countries’
joint committees
to enhance
cooperation in all
areas, particularly in
the economic sector
to serve common
interests of the two
nations.

=

Iran's chemical defense power should be improved

Head ofIran's Passive Defense Organization Brigadier General GholamrezaJalali called for affiliated

[ranian organizationsto do theirbestforimproving the country's chemical defense power.

He made the remarks addressing the Fourth National Conference on Chemical Defense held

simultaneous with the chemical attack on Sardashtand Halabja.

"Ifthoseinvolvedinthe chemical bombing of Sardashtand Halabjahad been sentencedin courts, we

would have notbeen witnessing the use of chemical weapons by countries today," he said.

He added thatalthough human rights and respect for human life are discussed across the world,
chemicalweaponsare unfortunatelyused to secure the interests of thearrogant power. "This proves

thatthe international conventionshavenodeterrentpower;" Jalaliunderscored.

He criticized the westerners for their support for use of chemical weapons across the globe, despite
the slogans for the protection ofhuman rights."Itis very important to produce equipment that

protectsusagainstchemical threats,and we need to have strongindustriesin this field," he said.

PutinSigns Bill on Raising Age of Purchasing Hunting Weapons to 21

Russian President Vladimir Putin signed abillincreasing the minimum age of purchasing hunting

weaponsand longbarreled guns for self-defense purposes from 18 to 21 and also introducingnew

grounds forrefusingtoissue licenses.The documentwas published on the official legalinformation

portal on Monday, TASSreported.The age increase won’t concern individuals, who served orare

servinginthe army, members of state military organizations, having military ranks or special ranks

orjusticiary class ranks.In the previous version of the law, the minimum purchasing age of 21 only

concerned civil firearms.However, indigenous small-numbered peoples, professional huntersand
staffof private security firms and otherlegal entities with special tasks will preserve the right to buy

hunting weapons since theage of 18. Besides, individuals above 18 will be able to purchase smooth-

borebarrels orlong-barreled huntingweapons for doing sports.The bill also imposes additional
grounds forrefusingtoissuelicenses for buyingweapons. Earlier, thelist of such reasonsincluded

outstanding convictions for premeditated crimes or grave crimes with the use of weapons.

In his recent remarks on the state of

negotiationsin Viennato revive the JCPOA,

the US Secretary of State Antony Blinken

said thatthere are still some fundamental

disputes.

According to Al-
Jazeera, the US
Secretary of State
in new remarks
on Tuesday on
the status of the
Vienna talks to
revive the Iran nuclear
deal (JCPOA) said that
indirect US talks with Iran
in Vienna have removed
some obstacles [to revive
the JCPOA], but there are
still some fundamental
disputes.

Without mentioning that
the US was a party that
violated its obligationsin
the JCPOA, Antony Blinken
claimed thatnow the ballis
inlran's court.

According to Anthony
Blinken, itisup toIranto
decide whetheritisready
toreturntoits obligations

=

NEWs

Some fundamental disputes remained in
Vienna talks: Blinken

under the JCPOA.

Earlier, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman said
thatlranhasneverleftthe
JCPOA anditisthe United
States that must make its
decisiontoreturntoit.
"The Islamic Republic
of Iran has never left the
JCPOA, it is the United
States that must make
its decision and return
to the deal by lifting
illegal sanctions and
effectively fulfilling its final

commitments,” said Saeed
Khatibzadeh regarding
the remarks made by the
US and French foreign
ministers that they are
waiting for Iran's decision
toreturntothe JCPOA.

"The United States and
the Europeans know
best that Iran made its
decision when, despite the
US unilateral withdrawal
from the JCPOA and the
imposition of illegal and
oppressive  sanctions

on the Iranian people,
and Europe'sinaction, it
keptthe JCPOA alive and
remainedinthedeal,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the head of
Iran'snegotiating teamin
Viennatalks onreviving
theJCPOA Abbas Araghchi
said thatthere have been
enoughrounds of Vienna
talks so far, urging the
JCPOA parties for making
their tough decisions to
revitalize the deal.

Next Iranian Admin May
Take Over JCPOA Talks:

discussmore clearlyaccordingtotheminthe

nextround ofthe negotiations.”

The spokesman also said that if Iran’s

ontheagenda ofthe talks willmean thatno
agreementhasbeenshapedinpractice.
Lastweek, Rouhani said the mainissuesin

Spokesman

Theadministration of [ranian President-elect
Ebrahim Raeisiwillhandle the negotiations
ontherevival ofthe 2015 nuclear deal if
Tehran’sdesirable demands are notmetuntil
end ofthe outgoingadministration’sterm, the
spokesman for the governmentsaid.
Incommentsataweekly press conference on
Tuesday, Ali Rabiee said Iranhas made clearits
stancesinthe Viennatalks ontherevival ofthe
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, adding
thatthe negotiationshavereachedapoint
whereall parties should make their decisions.
“Wehave made and declared our decisions
and arewaiting for the othersides, including
the United States of America, to announce
their political decisions so that we could

demands are notmetuntil the end of tenure
of President Hassan Rouhani, the next
administration will take over the case at the
discretion of the top decision-makersin the
[ranian establishment.

“If our views are fulfilled, there won’t be
evenamoment of delay (in concludingan
agreement), butifthe demandsarenotmet,
the continuation of negotiations will be
deferred to the nextadministration,” Rabiee
said.

He further explained thatagreements have
beenreached onthe removal of sanctions on
themainsectorsoflran’'seconomy,suchasthe
energy, bankingandinsurance sectors.
However, the spokesman said, the failure
toachieve a consensus onall of the topics

the Viennatalkshave been settled and thatit
was possible tohave the sanctionslifted right
away.

Henoted thatthe nextadministration will
haveamucheasierjobinrunningthe country,
since hisadministration has handled the
situation under anunprecedented economic
war and while facing the problems in the
importofmedicine and foodstuff.

Ebrahim Raeisi, the incumbent Judiciary
Chiefoflran, haswonthe June 18 presidential
electionbyalandslide.

In his first press conference after winning
theelection, Raeisitookaswipeatthe US for
violatingtheJCPOAand atthe Europeanstates
for failingto honor their commitmentsunder
thenucleardeal.

Iran’sambassador to the UN denounced the Zionist regime for
committingthe mostsystematicand gross violations of the rights
ofchildreninthe Middle East, describing the barbariclsraeliacts
asclear manifestations ofgenocide, war crimes and crimes against
humanity.Addressinga UN Security Council meeting on “Children
and Armed Conflict” held in New York on Monday, Majid Takht
Ravanchi called for the punishment of the Israeli officials for the
fundamental breach of normsand principles ofinternational law.
Thefollowingisthe full text of the [ranianambassador’s speech:

“Protection of children, particularly girls, in armed conflictsisa
fundamental moraland humanitarian principle and every effort
mustbe made to ensure thatitis fully respected by all parties in
all conflicts.Nevertheless, itis highly alarming thataccording to
annualreportofthe Secretary-General on childrenand armed
conflict, “In 2020, the situation of children in armed conflict
was marked by a sustained high number of grave violations.”
Unfortunately, many of such violations have occurred in our
neighborhood from Afghanistan to Yemen to Palestine.The most
recentexample of suchviolations in Afghanistanis a cowardly
terroristattackthattookplace,on8May 2021, infrontofthe Sayed
Al-Shuhadaschoolin the community of Shi'ites of the Hazara
minority in Kabul, killing 85 and injuring 147 others, mostly

[t ]
Iran UN Envoy Raps Israel as Biggest Violator of Child Rights

schoolgirls.

This and other deadly terroristacts in Afghanistan, mostly
committed by Daesh, targeting certain religious and ethnic
minoritiesaswellaswomenand girls, underscore the continued
need for combatingterrorismaswellasbrining the perpetrators
ofthesereprehensibleactstojustice.

In Yemen, in 2020 the United Nations verified the killingand
maiming of 194 by the so-called Coalition to Support Legitimacy
in Yemen, as stated by the Secretary-Generalin hisannual report.
Nonetheless,on22June 2021, Yemeni children marchedacrossthe
countrystatingthatin more thansixyears,asaresultoftheattacks
bythatCoalition, over 3,500 Yemeni children were martyred, more
than4,000 wereinjured, thousands were orphaned, and millions
weredisplaced fromtheirhomes. Theyalso expressed their strong
dissatisfaction with the United Nations for not properlyreflecting
initsreports of such grave violations of the rights of Yemeni
children.Yet, the mostsystematicand grossviolation of the rights
ofchildinthe Middle East continues tobe committed by the Israeli
regime. Accordingto the annualreportofthe Secretary-General,
in2020, the United Nationsverified 1,031 cases of grave violations
against 340 Palestinian children, includingkilling 11, maiming 324
anddetaining361,aswellas 30 attacks onschoolsand hospitals by
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Biden reiterates anti-Iranian

claims in meeting with Rivlin
The USpresidentreiterated hisanti-Iranian claims
duringameetingwith the head ofthe Israeliregime
in Washington.

Accordingto thereport, Joe Biden told Reuven
Rivlinthataslongasheisthe President, [ran will
neveracquireanuclear weapon.

These claims come while Tehran has repeatedly
announced thatithasnointention tobuild nuclear
weaponsasithasbeenbannedbyareligious Fatwa
ofthe Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Khamenei.

The US Presidentalso noted that Washington
is committed to maintaining the security of the
Israeliregime,adding thathe waslooking forward
to meeting with the new prime minister, Naftali
Bennett.

Reuven Rivlin expressed satisfaction with Biden's
remarks againstIran, saying that Israel hasno
greater friend than the United States.

Elsewhere in his remarks during the meeting,
Bidenreferred tothe USattackon Monday morning
onthe PMU positions on the Iraqi-Syrian border
and said that he personally ordered the recent
attacks on positions of PMUin Iraq and Syria.

Iraqipresidency condemns
USairstrikes on PMU

positions

Inastatement, the Iraqi presidency condemned
the US attack on positions of Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Unit (PMU), callingitaviolation of
Iragisovereignty and national security.
TheIraqipresidency stressed ina statement that
Iraq condemnsthe targeting ofabase on the Iraqi-
Syrianborder.

The statement called theattackaviolation ofIraq's
sovereignty and national security, saying that this
attackundermines national efforts to achieve
securityand stability in the country.

Through diplomatic efforts, Iraq strongly supports
dialogue and contacts with various parties to
ensure the security, stability and sovereignty of the
country, the statementread.

On Monday, the US Department of Defense
announced that US warplanes had launched
airstrikes on positions in the Al Bukamal region
onthelraqi-Syrian border.The aerial attacks
by the USwarplanes have sparked widespread
condemnation onthe partofIraqiresistance forces,
the Armed forces of Iraq as well as political figures.
The new round of US attacks on Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU) or Hashd Shabi cameas
political partiesand groups continue todemand the
withdrawal of Americans from Iraqisoil.

[sraeli
forces.

Onlyinits 11-day brutal and all-out war on Gaza in May
2021, Israeliforceskilled 253 Palestinians, including 66 children.
Thisincludes 13 members of an extended family who have been
killedand buried inthe rubble of their own home-- many of whom
were children, one as youngas six months. Israeliforces also
destroyed 30 health facilitiesand around 50 schools.
These barbaric acts are clear manifestations of genocide,
war crimes and crimes against humanity, materially breach
fundamentalnormsand principles ofinternational law; and entail
international responsibility ofthe Israeli regime, whose officials
mustthereforebebroughttojustice for committing such heinous
crimes.
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'Kulbarf wins four awards at Latin American Film Festival

[ranian feature 'Kulbarf' directed by Milad Mansouri, won 4 awards at the Latin American Film Festival.
"Kulberf" haswon the BestDirector Award, the Best Film Award, Best Feature Film Actor and Best Feature

SupportingActoratthe Latin American Film Festival.

The movie was nominated in 11 categories of the Latin American Film Festival: Best Feature Film
Screenwriter (Milad Mansouri), Best Feature Film Director (Milad Mansouri), Best Feature Film Actor
(Hossein Soleimani), Best Feature Film Cinematography (Mehdi Rezaei),and Best Feature Film Actress
(DenizMotevaseli), Best Feature Film editing (Emad Khodabakhsh), Best Feature Supporting Actor (Hossein
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Japan

extradites
3 Iranian
prisoners

Japan handed over three
Iranian prisoners to the
IslamicRepublicon Tuesday.
The Embassy of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in Tokyo
informed in a tweet that
the first group of Iranian
prisonershavebeenhanded
overtothe countrytoserve
their sentencesinIran.An
agreementonthetransfer of
prisonersbetweenIranand
Japanhasbeenimplemented,
accordingly."Thanks to the
cooperation ofthe Ministry
ofJustice and the Consular
Deputy of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs oftheIslamic
Republic of Iran and the
Ministries of Foreign Affairs
andJustice ofJapan,alsodue
tothe effortsand follow-up
measure taken by Iranian
Embassy in Tokyo, this
morning (Tuesday) three
Iranian prisoner leftJapan
for Tehran."

Mebhri), Best Feature Supporting Actress (Mahtab Servati), Best Feature Sound Design (Hossein Ghourchian)
and Projectdesign (Farhad Asgari, Maryam Mirbagheri, Mohammad Reza Mirbaghert).

"Kulberf" is the first feature film by Milad Mansouri, who was previously nominated for 6 awards at the
Bulgarian Film Festival in hisfirstinternational appearance.

Housing price in'T'ehran city rises
%3 in amonth

Death'Toll Climbs to 11 in Florida Condo

Collapse, 150 Missing

Search-and-rescue teams pulled two more bodies from the

concrete and steel rubble of a partially collapsed Florida

condominium tower on Monday, bringing the death toll to

11with 150 peoplestilllisted as missing four days after the

disaster.

Pouringrainandslabs of cementhampered
round-the-clock efforts to pick through debris
leftfrom the unexplained cave-in of nearly half
ofthe 12-floor; 156-unitbuilding, in what may
endupasthedeadliestunintentional structural
failurein US history.

No survivorshavebeen pulled from the ocean-
frontruins of the Champlain Towers South
condointhe town of Surfside, near Miami,
sincethefirsthoursafterthe buildingabruptly
crumbled into a heap early on Thursday as
residentsslept.

"We have people waiting and waiting and
waiting. Thatis excruciating," Miami-Dade
County Mayor Daniella Levine Cava told an
afternoonnews briefing on Monday, referring
tofriendsand family members of the missing.
"Theyare coping with the news thatthey might
nothaveloved ones come outalive and still
hoping thatthey will," the mayor said. "Their
loved ones may come outasbody parts.”
Rescue crews, including experts sentby Israel
and Mexico, were using cranes, dogs and
infrared scannerstoidentify signs oflifein the
ruins, although hope was diminishingastime
wore on.

What caused the 40-year-old high-rise to give
way remained under investigation, butinitial
attention focused on structural deficiencies
identifiedina2008 engineer'sreportreleased
by surfside city officials.

The condo association president warned
residentsinan April 2021 letter thatvisible
concrete deterioration in the parking garage
beneath thebuildinghad "gotten significantly
worse overtheyears," alongwithroof damage,
and urged them to pay some $15 million in
assessments needed make repairs, The Wall
StreetJournal and USA Today eachreported
onMonday.

Theletter's author, Jean Wodnicki, survived

Thursday's collapse, the newspapers said.
Asdarkness fell over the site on Monday, more
than 100 people gathered somberly, some
holding candles, ashortdistance from where
one crane stood illuminated against the night
sky. Awoman led the group in a meditation,
and someone sounded agong. Behind them, in
enormous letters, the word “HOPE” had been
inscribedinthe sand.

Somerelatives of the missing have provided
DNA samples to officials for use in positively
identifying remains. Family members were
permitted to visit the site on Sunday.
Miami-Dade Assistant Fire ChiefRaide Jadallah
said workers have found voids large enough to
keepvictimsalive.

"Not to say that we have seen anyone down
there, butwe've notgotten to the verybottom,"
hesaid.

Jadallah said searchers have heard some
sounds, such as tapping or scratching that
could possibly be made by a survivor, though
heacknowledged they could also be caused by
shifting metal.

The 2018 engineer's report found severe
concrete erosioninthe underground parking
garage and major damageinaslabbeneath the
pooldeck. Thereport'sauthor, Frank Morabito,
wrote thatthe deterioration would "expand
exponentially"ifnotrepaired.

Ross Prieto, then Surfside's top building
official, metresidents the following month
afterreviewingthereportandassured themthe
buildingwas "in very good shape," according
tominutes ofthe meetingreleased on Monday.
After the meeting, Prieto emailed the town's
manager to say it "wentvery well ... All main
concerns over their forty year recertification
processwere addressed.”

Fourth Major Australian City Ordered into
Virus Lockdown

Brisbane on Tuesday became the fourth major Australian

city ordered intolockdown, as officials told residents to

stayathome for three days over concerns abouttherapid

spread of COVID19-.

About 10 million Australians willbe inlockdown
once the latest order comes into force from
Tuesday evening.

"Theseare tough decisions," Queensland state
Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk said. "We are
havinglockdownsin major cities because the
overseasarrivalsare bringing the virushere."
Residents of Perth in Australia's west woke to
afour-day snap lockdown Tuesday morning,
joining Sydney and Darwin residents, with
therulesapplying from midnight Monday into
Tuesday and lastinga minimum of four days.
Justthree positive cases have been diagnosedin
Perthsince the outbreak was detected butlocal
health officialshavelong taken a highly cautious
approach toany coronavirus clusters.

"We know the risk COVID presents and we
know from around the world that the Delta
strainisanother new beastthat we can't take
any chances with," Western Australia state
Premier Mark McGowan said in alate-night
press conference Monday, AFP reported.
Australia has been broadly successful in
containing virus clusters, butis now battling
flare-ups ofthe highly contagious Deltavariant,
which firstemerged in India, across the vast
continentnation.

Under pressure over his government's
response, Prime Minister Scott Morrison

announced vaccines willbecome mandatory for
aged careand quarantine hotel workers, while
the AstraZenecajab will be available to people
agedunder 60 who signanindemnity form.
The conservative government has been
criticized over a sluggish vaccine rolloutand
failing to improve the leaky hotel quarantine
system, while refusing to release data on how
many Australians have been fully vaccinated.
Almost 7.4 million vaccine doses have been
administered to date, withless than five percent
ofadultsreported to have received bothjabs.
Morrisonacknowledged growing frustrations
butplaced the blame on disruptions caused to
Australians'lives by the pandemic.

"We've gotto hangin there. We don'thave a
choice. The pandemicisstillupon us," he said
late Monday.
Australiahasrecorded atotal ofjustover 30,000
casesand 910 deathsinapopulation ofabout25
million since the pandemicbegan.
Thelargestcurrentoutbreakisin Sydney, where
130 people have tested positive for COVID-19
since adriver for aninternational flight crew
was diagnosed in mid-June, with the city's
residents now under stay-at-home orders for
two weeks.

Asmall clusterlinked toan outback gold mine
sent Darwinintolockdown after exposure sites
were found for the firsttime in the city, which is
hometoalarge Indigenous population feared to
bemorevulnerable to COVID-19.
Inalllocked-down areas, people are generally
required to stay athome except for essential
work, exercise, to buy groceries or for medical
reasons.

US base in Syria comes

underrocketattack

The US military has confirmed a
rocketattackagainstone ofitsillegal
basesinSyria.

Therocketattack took placein the
eastern Syrian province of Dayr al-
Zawr on Monday, Reutersreported
citing “sources”in the province. The
reportnamed the exactwhereabouts
oftheincidentas the proximity of

Syria’s Omar oilfield, which is
controlled by the US-backed Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF) militant
group.The attack came less than
24 hours after airstrikes ordered
by US President Joe Biden target
facilitiesreportedlybelongingtolragi
resistance groupsonbothsidesofiraq
and Syria'scommonborder.

“At7:44Plocaltime, US Forcesin Syria
were attacked by multiple rockets.

There are noinjuries and damage
is being assessed,” Coly. Wayne
Morrotto, spokesman for Operation
Inherent Resolve, meanwhile, said,
PressTVreported.The operationis
the codename fora US-led offensive
targetingIraqand Syriasince 2014
under the pretext of fighting the
Takfiri terroristgroup of Daesh. The
Iraqi parliamentand Damascus have
bothruledthe operationasillegal.
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