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Iran’s flights atairports

‘doubled’ in currentyear:
CEO

ChiefExecutive of [ran Airportsand Air Navigation
Company (IAC) said thattotal flights of airports
running under IACin firsttwo months of current
year (March-May) registereda 100% hike.
Siavash Amir-Makribroke the news on Tuesday
andreiterated that flights ofthe country recorded
a100 percent growth in the first two months of
the currentyearas compared to the months ofthe
previousyear.

He putthe totalnumber of flightslaunched in the
firsttwomonths ofthe currentyearat48,735.
Inthis period,about 3,637,000 passengers were
transported atairports of the country, showinga
considerable 75 percent hike as compared to the
lastyearinterms of dispatching and admitting
passengers.

Elsewhere in his remarks, Amir-Makri pointed
to the transport of passengersin foreignand
international flights and stated, “Statistics on flight
and transportation of passengersin foreign and
international flights show 100 percenthike inthe
firsttwo months ofthe currentyear”

Iran, Vietnam to open new
chapterintech coop.

Iran, and Vietnam are to hold a technology and
trading meeting next month to improve their
technological cooperation.

Iranian and Vietnamese knowledge-based
companies active in the fields of medical
equipment, energy, [T, and artificial intelligence
(Al) aretotake partintheevent.

The meetingwould be held online from June 26 to
July 21 by International Affairs and Technological
Exchange Center affiliated to Iran’s Vice-
Presidency for Science and Technology. Those
interested in participatingin the meeting can
registeruntil June 21.

Vietnam exceeded Chinain economic growth in
2020and canbeagood destination and market for
Iranianknowledge-based companies to offer their
productsand interact with Vietnamese companies
and economicactivists.

The country has setrecordsin annual economic
growthintherecentdecade, so thelateststatistics
showithasexported 60 billion dollars ofgoodsand
services to the United States.

Vietnam is the next destination for Iranian
knowledge-based companies working on medical
equipment, energy, IT, and artificial intelligence
(AI) to find away of cooperating with Vietnamese
counterpartsin the upcomingvirtual meeting.
Vietnam’s marketis thirsty for new technologies
and products, butthey cannotafford their needs
from European and American markets because of
high costs.

Among energetic Asian economies, Vietnam
enjoys a growing economy with high potential.
Companies and investors from all over the world
areincreasingly seeking to enter this country.
Long-time growth, high population, political
stability,and young human forces are the most
importantfactor to convince Iranian companies
tointeractwith Vietnam.

Recognizing this, [ran’s Vice-Presidency for
Science and Technology has partnered with
Behbood Tajhiz Behin Andish Co (BTBACO) to
provide knowledge-based companiesin Iran with
an export marketto extend theirsales overseas.
Interaction with Vietnam would connect Iran
to ASEAN free trade region, expanding the
playground for [ranian companies to be active in
thevastregion of Southeast Asia.
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Sirik power planthighlighting Iran-Russia
energy cooperation

In August 2016, Iran had signed a

memorandum ofunderstanding (MOU) with

Russia forimplementinga-1,400megawatt

power plant project in Iran’s southern

Hormozgan Province.

Technopromexport
pledged to invest
upto€1.2billionin
the project of Sirik
N E w s power plant.
NEWS The construction
_EEEEM  of the mentioned
thermal power
plantstarted in February
2017; however, it came
to a halt due to some
administrative and funding
problems from the Russian
side.
Afteryears of postponing,
eventually, the Russian
side came to the conclusion
thatthe contractor [for the
project] should bereplaced.
On this basis, a new
contractor was selected,
which was also approved
by Iran.
Once fully operational, the
Sirik project would add
some 12 terawatt-hours
(TWh) of power to Iran’s
currentgeneration capacity.
Inlast September, Iranian
Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanianhad announced
that Russia has changed
the contractor that was
supposed to work on the
Sirik power plantand the
new contractor was goingto
startworking onthe project
inthe comingweeks.
The construction operation
ofthe power plantthen was
started on June 10 with the
order of President Hasan
Rouhaniandinaceremony
attended by the energy
minister.
The project is to be
completed in 55 months
usingaRussiangovernment
loan and by Russian and
Iranian contractors and
thenwillbe handed over to
the Iranian employer.
As stated by the managing
director of Iran’s Thermal
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Power Plants Holding
Company (TPPH), Iranand
Russia, astwo neighboring
countries, along with the
expansion of strategic
relations, are always trying
to remove obstacles to
improving economic and
trade cooperation, one of
whichisthe development of
bilateral cooperationinthe
field of energy, especially
the construction ofajoint
power plant.

In a situation where the
electricity industry is
facingaserious shortage of
financial resources for the
developmentofelectricity
generation projects due to
theinadequateincreasein
electricity sales tariffs and
oppressive sanctions, the
use of different methods
of providing resources
to advance the projects
envisaged in this sectoris
of particular importance,
Mohsen Tarztalabnoted.
Implementing the plan
to build Sirik power plant
using foreign financial
resources has been the
most economical way of
financing this plan due to
the prevailing economic
conditions in the country,
lack of available resources
for government to spend
on construction projects
andlackofdirectaccess to
foreign exchangeresources,
the  official further
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Iran traded 9.1 million
tons of non-oil goods

explained.

Based on the Sixth Five-
Year National Development
Plan (2016-2021), every
year 25,000 MW should
be added to the country’s
power generation capacity,
of which 3,700 MW should
be generated by the thermal
power plants, he said,
adding, “Inthisregard, one
ofthe ways provided in the
development planlaw to
generate such capacity is
touseandattractdomestic
and foreign financial
resources.”

Tobuild nearly 4,000 MW of
new power plant capacity
each year, €3.5 billion in
resourcesareneededinthe
power generation sector
alone. This is important
while all the revenue
sources of the thermal
power generation company
arelessthan one-sixth ofthe
required resourcesin the
budgeteachyear.

For this purpose, after
fouryearsofnegotiations
and consultations, it was
decided to provide about
85 percent of the 1.4
billion-euros needed for
the construction ofthe Sirik
power plant,ie 1.2 billion
euros will be financed by
the Russian side and the
restfromthe government's
internal resources,
Tarztalab stated.
Explaining the benefits

of using foreign financial
resources, he said: "Using
foreign financial resources
has several benefits,
including the entry of
new financial resources,
maintaining the sovereign
role ofthe government, not
considering investment
risk, full knowledge of
how to implement the
project, complete and
centralized technical and
financial control,adherence
to the technical and
implementation system of
the country, timely payment
of project costs, completion
ofthe project with minimal
deviation fromthe schedule
compared to similar
projects, compliance with
international standards
from the conclusion
of the contract to the
implementation,inaddition
tojob creation.
Benefiting from the foreign
funds through various
methods can contribute to
the economicdevelopment
of the country, the official
underlined, and said,
“For example, in the field
of "capital”, the foreign
financier brings financial
resources to the host
country, and given thata
large partoftheseresources
is spent domestically, it
increases productivity,
employmentand incomein
thesociety”

Iran's Non-OQil Trade With Neighbors
Hit $5 Billion in T'wo Months

two monthsunderreview.
Thisiswhileimportsstood
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worth  $5.02 billion
withits 15 neighboring
countries during the
first two months of the
currentfiscal year (March
21-May 21).Latest data
released by the Islamic
Republic of Iran Customs
Administration show
Iran’s non-oil exports to
these countriesamounted
to 6.59 million tons worth
$2.18 billion during the

at2.56 million tons worth
$2.83 billion, thanks to the
resumption of business
activities in some of the
regional countries.

Iraq, Turkey, Afghanistan,

Pakistan, Russia,
Oman, Azerbaijan,
Turkmenistan, Kuwait,
Qatar, Kazakhstan,

Armenia, the UAE, Bahrain
and SaudiArabiaarelran’s
15 neighboring countries.
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What's News

Oilindustry
accounts
for80% of
Iran’snewly
indigenized
products

[ranian Vice-President
for Science and
Technology Sorena
Sattari has said that
80 percent of the
productsthatarebeing
produced for the first
time in the country
are related to the oil
industry.

Speaking at the
opening ceremony
of the Oil Industry
Innovation and
Technology  Park
on Monday, Sattari
stressed thesignificant
role of knowledge-
based companiesand
startupsinindigenizing
the knowledge for
the production of
new equipment and
products, saying:
“The governmentwill
support research on
newequipmentandthe
private sector invests
onthemassproduction
ofthefinal products.”
“The Petroleum
Industry Research
Institutecanbeagreat
platform [for working
ontheindigenization
of equipment and
products], but one
cannot expect a
researcher at this
institute to producea
finalproduct,”hesaid.
"The condition must
be prepared for
startups to thrive,"
the official said,
adding: "Technology
companiesprovidethis
opportunity.”
According to Sattari,
mostoftheinvestment
needed for the
expansion of work
onnew technologies
must be provided by
the private sectorand
notthegovernment.
“The private sector
needstoinvest10times
moreonsuch projects
comparedtothebudget
thatthe government
hasspentonthispark,’
he stressed.The Oil
Industry Technology
and Innovation
Park, established
ona32-hectareland
near Tehran, is a
governmentalandnon-
profit organization
that aims to develop
oil industry-related
technologies in
collaboration with
universities, research
and development
institutes, and private
companies.
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Resistance nottogive up militaryoption against

Americans

The Secretary-General of Asa'ib Ahlal-Haq Sheikh Qais Khazaliemphasized thatthe Resistance
groups willnotgive up themilitary option against American unless US forceswithdraw from
theregion.On Monday, Sheikh Qais Khazalireiterated thatthe Resistance groups willnotstop
launchingmilitary optionagainstAmerican forces exceptwith theirwithdrawal from Iragand

will continue theirattacks againstUS forces,according to Alsumaria News.

“Weallhave prepared ourselves forall the challenges and opportunities facingaheadand one
should donotthinkthatweareafraid ofthreats” he said, adding thatthe decision to escalate
the conflicthasbeen madein practice and Americans should be confidentthat "weare fully
prepared torespond.”"He then pointed to the victories gained by Iraq’s Popular Mobilization
Unit(PMU),alsoknownas Hashd al-Sha’abi,and said thatall the conflictsthat Hashd al-Sha’abi

hasenteredintohaveresulted innothingbutvictoryand success.

space

Russiandiplomat criticizes US stance on arms racein

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister said on Tuesday thatthelack of desire among Washington
andits Western allies towork on the prevention ofan arms race in space causes concerns.

Thelackof desire among Washington and its Western allies to work on the prevention ofan
armsrace in space causes concerns, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov said

inaninterview published Tuesday, TASS reported."We balance on the verge of anarmsrace

inspace. Currently, atotal of 30 countries have signed bilateral agreements with Russianot
to deployarmsinspace first. ltisnotaboutcountry Xbeing able to develop space weapons
andbecomethefirstin this field one day. If Russia has signed up 30 times with someonein the
international communitynottobe thefirstinthisfield, thenitistruetoitswords," hesaid."’And
thelack of desire amongthe US and its Western allies to do anything in this field causes

troubling thoughts. We mustputa cap on this beforeit’s toolate," Ryabkovunderscored.

=z NATO adopts tough line on China at Biden’s
debut summit with alliance

African
Journalists
Urge Gov'tsto
Condemn Israel
for Targeting
Media

African  journalists
called on the African
Unionand governments
to condemn Israel's
deliberate targeting of
journalists and news
mediaand holditlegally
accountable for crimes
committed against
mediaworkers during
its recent attacks on
Gazaand elsewherein
occupied Palestine.
African governments
wereurged "to stand on
therightside ofhistory"
by unequivocally
condemning the
humanrightsviolations
committed by the Israeli
government. The search
for permanentsolutions,
said FA] President
Sadiq Ibrahim Ahmed,
required governmental
interventions, the
Middle East Monitor
reported.

In a two-day African
Journalists Leadership
Conference which took
placein Accra, Ghana,
earlier this month
and which was held
less than a week after
Israel ended its brutal
bombing campaign of
thebesieged Gaza Strip
where it destroyed a
building that housed
the Associated Press
news agency and
several other media
outlets, the Federation
of African Journalists
(FA]) condemned the
"total impunity" that
Israel enjoyed in its
killing ofjournalistsand
destruction of media
offices "underthebogus
pretextofself-defense."
The destruction of the
Al-Jalaa building was
widely regarded as
an attempt to silence
journalists covering
Israel's military attacks.
In less than a week,

Israel bombed the
offices of at least 18
mediaoutlets.

Conference delegates
also condemned the
pressure that Israel
was exerting on news
media organizations
"to sack and censor
Palestinianjournalists
who are advocating
for media freedom
and protesting against
the violations of the
rights of Palestinians."
Associated Press was
found to have fired
22-yearoldjournalist,
Emily Wilder, for her
pro-Palestine views.

NATO leaders warned on Monday that

China presents “systemic challenges,”

takinga forceful stance towards Beijingin

acommunique atJoe Biden'’s first summit

with analliance that Donald Trump openly

disparaged.
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The new U.S.
president  has
urged his fellow
NATO leaders to
stand up to China's
authoritarianism
growing
military might, achange of
focusforanalliance created
todefend Europe from the
SovietUnionduringthe Cold
War.

The language in
the  summit's final
communique, which will
set the path for alliance
policy,came a day after the
Group of Seven (G7) rich
nationsissued a statement
on humanrightsin China
and Taiwan that Beijing said
slandereditsreputation.
"China's stated ambitions
and assertive behaviour
presentsystemicchallenges
to the rules-based
international orderand to
areasrelevanttoalliance
security," NATOleaders said
inthe communique.

Biden also told European
allies that the alliance's
mutual defence pact was
a "sacred obligation"
for the United States - a
marked shiftintone from

his predecessor, Trump,
who had threatened to
withdraw from the alliance
and accused Europeans of
contributing too little to
their own defence.
"Iwantall Europe to know
that the United States is
there," said Biden. "NATO s
criticallyimportanttous.”
Bidenstopped atthe NATO
headquarters' memorial to
the Sept. 11,2001, attacks
on the United States by al
Qaedamilitants,whenNATO
triggeredits Article 5 for the
firstand only time. Under
thearticle, thealliance treats
anattackon one member
stateasbeinganattackon
all.

Lateratanews conference,
Biden, who will meet
Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Wednesday in
Geneva, said China and

Russia were trying to split
the transatlanticalliance
and that, while he was not
seeking conflictwith Russia,
NATO would respond
if Moscow "continued its
harmfulactivities".
Hedescribed Putinastough
and bright.

"Russiaand Chinaareboth
seekingtodriveawedgein
ourtransatlanticsolidarity,"
Bidensaid. Healso pledged
to support Ukraine in
its conflict with Moscow,
although he was non-
committal on whether Kyiv
could onedayjoin NATO.
"Wearegoingto putUkraine
inaposition that they will
be able to maintain their
physical security,” Biden
said, without giving more
details.

While there are still
differences in strategies

on how to deal with China
across the West, Biden said
NATO was united under
U.S.leadership. "America
isback," he said, seeking to
reassure Europeansthata
Trump-like populistwould
not be back in the White
Housein fouryears.

"The leadership of the
(U.S.) Republican Party is
fractured and the Trump
wingofthe partyis the bulk
ofthe party,butitmakesup
asignificantminority ofthe
Americanpeople".

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel, atherlast summit
ofthealliance before she
steps down in September,
described Biden's arrival
as the opening of a new
chapter.Shealsosaiditwas
importanttodeal with China
asapotential threat, while
keepingitin perspective.

summer.

Iranto Emerge as Major
COVID Vaccine Producerby

Summer’s End: Minister

[ran’s minister ofhealth said the country will
become one ofthe world’s biggest producers
ofthe coronavirus vaccine by the end of

Incomments after openinganew hospitalin
the central province of Isfahan on Tuesday,
Saeed Namakisaid Iran willbe knownasa
major producer ofthe coronavirusvaccinein
theworldbythe end of summer.

Healsonoted thatthe distribution of the

firstIranian vaccine for the coronavirus,
the emergency use of which hasjustbeen
authorized, would beginacross the country

today.

The minister further deplored foreign
vaccine sellers for the failure to honor their
commitments, saying Iran’s efforts have
resolvedaseries of problemsas theimportof
the COVIDvaccineto Iranhasresumed.

In comments on Monday, Namaki said the
emergency-use authorization has been
granted for COVIran Barekat, thehomegrown
vaccine for the coronavirus named after the
pharmaceutical group thathas developedit.

The ministeralsonoted thatthe emergency
use ofanothervaccine developed jointly by
Cubaand the Pasteur Institute of [ran will be
authorized nextweek.

The COVIranvaccine has gone into three
stages of clinical trials, the last of which
involved 20,000 peopleinthe cities of Tehran,
Bushehr; Shiraz, Karaj, Mashhad and Isfahan.
[ran has already granted emergency use
authorization to Russian-made Sputnik V
vaccine, Covaxin made by India’s Bharat
Biotech, Oxford/AstraZenecadeveloped
by Russia’s R-Pharm Group, and the
AstraZeneca-SKBiomadein South Korea.

Demolition of More Palestinian Homes in Al-Quds on Israel’s Agenda

Israel plans to destroy more than a dozen Palestinian
homesatanareaintheoccupied East]Jerusalemal-Quds
neighborhood of Silwan, as the Tel Avivregime continues
with its land expropriation policies irrespective of
international outcry and UN Security Council resolutions.
Fakhri Abu Diab, member of the Defense of Silwan Land
Committee, told Palestine’s official Wafa news agency on
Monday that 17 houses belonging to Palestinian familiesin
al-Bustan neighborhood will be demolished by the end of
nextmonth.

Abu Diabadded thatIsraeliofficials have issued demolition

orderstoresidents of 98 buildings.

Henoted thatthe Jerusalem municipality has notified the
families affected to evacuate and demolish their houses
themselves.

The municipality has warned the Palestinians that failure
todo sowould mean the families would have to cover the

demolition costs.
Since 2005, residents of al-Bustan have received warnings
todemolish nearly 90 homes under the pretext of building
withoutapermit, in favor ofasettler organization thatseeks
toturnthelandintoapark.
According to Palestinian NGO Grassroots al-Quds, both
home demolitionsand court-ordered forced displacements
aretactics used to expel Palestinian residents.Last month,
Amnesty International sharply criticized the planned
eviction of several dozen Palestinian families from their
homesin Silwan neighborhood as "anotherillustration
of Israel’s criminal policy of forced displacement of
Palestinians.”
Deputy Director for the Middle Eastand North Africain
the London-based organization, Saleh Higazi, said the
Israeliregimeis "fanning the flames of the latest upsurge
inviolence and perpetuating the same systematic human
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Americannavy aircraft
carrierenters South China

Sea

A US aircraft carrier group led by the USS
Ronald Reagan has entered the South China Sea.
Accordingto Al-Jazeera, the USS Reagan enters
the South China Sea, as partofaroutine mission,
the US Navy said, ata time of rising tensions
between Washington and Beijing, which claims
mostofthe disputed waterway.
Thecarrierisbeingaccompanied by the guided-
missile cruiser USS Shiloh and the guided-
missile destroyer USS Halsey, the US Navy said
onTuesday.

Chinafrequently objects to USmilitary missions
in the South China Sea, saying they do not
help promote peace or stability,and the latest
mission comes after China condemned the
Group of Seven (G7) nations for a statement
criticizing Beijing over arange ofissues.
“Whileinthe South China Sea, the strike group
is conducting maritime security operations,
whichinclude flight operations with fixed and
rotary-wingaircraft, maritime strike exercises,
and coordinated tactical training between
surfaceand airunits,” the US Navy said.
Chinahasramped up its military presence in
the South China Seainrecentyears, including
buildingartificial islands and air bases, where
it has installed missile systems and other
equipment.

The South China Seahasbecome one of many
flashpointsin the testy relationship between
Chinaandthe US.

NATO States Must Decide If

They Want to Make Friends

in Earnest: Russia

NATO member countries should make up
their mind regarding their policies towards
Moscow,iftheyreally donotwanttobeincluded
inthelists of unfriendly states, Russian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharovasaid.
NATO’s summitin Brussels on Monday urged
Russia to remove the Czech Republic and
the United States from the list of unfriendly
countries.

"IfI gottheir message right, NATO hasin fact
expresseditswishtomake friends, hasn’tit? The
logicissimple:arequestforbeingremoved from
thelistofunfriendly onesimpliestheywishtobe
consideredasfriends," Zakharovawrotein her
Telegram-channel, TASSreported.

"And they did so despite our behavior that
they continue toregard as ‘irresponsible and
dangerous’? Timeisripe for them to make up
their mind: either they stop thinking up spy
stories, which they use asapretexttoimpose
sanctions, or feel no surprise the momentthey
seethemselves onthelists ofunfriendly ones,"
Zakharovasaid.

rights

violations against

Palestinians" by continuing to pursue the Jerusalem
al-Quds District Court’sdecision onapendingappeal against
the ordered eviction.He argued that the measure follows
massive outcry over planned expulsions from Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhoodinoccupied East]Jerusalem al-Quds, where
protestsagainstthe decisionled toIsraeliviolence against
Palestiniansand the 11-day war on the Gaza Strip.




Iranianfilmmakerawarded by UNESCO

MehdiFalamarzifrom Shiraz, southernIran, received anaward from UNESCO office in Iran for making the movie
‘3cc’inthe FirstRegional 100-Second Water and Energy Film Festival. The FirstRegional 100-Second Waterand
Energy Film Festival washeld online by the Ministry of Energy of Iranin cooperation with the UNESCO Tehran
Cluster Office tocommemorate World Environment Day 2021 in Tehran.Shortmovies from Iran, Afghanistan,
Tajikistan,and Turkmenistaninthe categories documentary,dramaand animation were shownin the festival.
Falamarziwonthehonorable mentionand cash prize for his film ‘3cc. The pivotal slogan of the Festival was "100
Secondsfor Waterand Energy" to demonstrate theimportance ofenergy under the global status quoand with

20000 Rials

respecttotheenvironment.Thefive themesofthe Festivalwere (1) the environmentalvalue of waterand energy,
(2)theeconomic,social,and cultural values of waterand energy, (3) climate change, water,and energy, (4) therole
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ofthemediain promoting optimal waterand energy consumption management,and (5) accesstosafe drinking
waterandsustainable energy.
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Demolition of More NEWS
Palestinian Homes news
inAl-Qudson —c—
Israel’s Agenda NATOlez.aders
stressrevival of
Iran’s flights at JCPOA
airports ‘doubled’in Theleaders of NATO
. member states on
currentyear: CEOQ Monday  backed

o talks on reviving

Iran, Vietnam to the JCPOA in a

. statement, without
open new chapterin mentioning  US
tech coop. illegal withdrawal

o from the nuclear
deal or European
countries' failurein
their commitment

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:15:48 totheinternational
Noon call to prayer : agreement.
13:04:07 The leaders of 30
1 member states of
Evening callto prayer: the North Atlantic .
20:33:01 Treaty Organization &
(NATO) issued a
joint statement

on Monday and
supported the
Vienna talks on the
revival ofthe Joint
Comprehensive
Plan of Action
(JCPOA).
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Wildfires rip through US State of Arizonain
summer heat

noincreaseinsize forthefire for thelastfour
days, however, anew fire, called Gravel Fire,
wasreported near the scene on Sunday.

Another new wildfire, dubbed Cornville
Fire,wasalsoreported on Sundayabout 160
kilometers north of Phoenix, capital city
of Arizona, and scorched 1,200 acres as of

Multiple wildfires were burningin the US state of Arizona

as of Monday, and the authority warned of very high

fire danger this week due to hot temperatures and

thunderstorms.

Iran to Emerge as Major COVID Vaccine
Producer by Summer’s End: Minister

Children Orphaned by COVIDI19-Facing
Uncertain Futurein India

“Weare providing RS1,500 ($20) per month
to each child who has lost their parents
besidesfree educationand freerationsforthe
family,” Raj Kumar, director of Bihar’s social
work department, told Arab News.

He added thata “widow is also getting $6

Despite Indian governmentassurances to provide free
foodand educationto children orphaned by the COVID19-
pandemicacrossthe country,amajority continue to face
anuncertain future afterlosing one or both parents amid

thesecond wave of the pandemic.

Arizona already saw two massive fires from
early this month, including Telegraph and
Mescal fires, which burned down more than
160,000 acres (674.5 square kilometers) of
forestand grassland.

Accordingto InciWeb, aninterstate incident
information system, Telegraph Fire, which
started onJune 10in Pinal County,less than
1 mile fromthe 250-person community Top-
of-the-World, was estimated at 88,589 acres
(358.5squarekilometers) with 74 percent
containmentas of Monday, Xinhuareported.
"Active fire activity burning in timber with
grass and under-story, brush and timber
with litter and under-story, has warranted
numerous evacuation statusalerts." InciWeb
reviewed thefire, whichwaslisted asone ofthe
biggestwildfiresinthe state'shistory.
Meanwhile, Mescal Fire, which started on
June 1,spreadto72,250acres (292.4 square
kilometers) with 88 percent containment, the
InciWeb said Monday,adding therehad been

Monday,accordingto the InciWeb.

One outbuilding was destroyed in the blaze
andseveral other structures were threatened,
atweetfrom Arizona State Forestry said,
adding evacuations were prompted by the
wildfire.

"The fire continues to move to the east/
northeast with fire activity expected to
increase astemperatures warm up. Extreme
temperatures and dry winds, along with
rugged terrain will challenge firefighters
today," InciWeb said Monday.

Arizona State Forestry also said inanews
release on Saturday thatcritical fire weather
would have the potential for "rapid fuel
ignition and fire spread with very erraticand
extreme fire behavior."

Therelease said the state had already seen
208,190 acres (842.5 square kilometers)
burned in 848 wildfires this year,compared
to 138,443 acres (560.3 squarekilometers)
burnedin 902 wildfires over the same time
periodlastyear.

Chinese Scientist onaninnocentscientist,"shetoldthe ~ Yunnan.

at Centerof Virus USdaily, AFPreported. Shiisanexpertinbatcoronaviruses,
K USPresident]oe Bidenlastmonth and some scientists have said she

Controvery Denies Lab ordered intelligence agencies couldhavebeenleadingso-called

Leak'Theory to investigate the origin of the "gain-of-function” experiments

The Chinese scientistatthe center
of theories that the coronavirus
pandemic originated with aleak
fromher specialized labin the city
of Wuhanhasdenied herinstitution
wastoblameforthehealthdisaster.
"Howonearthcanlofferupevidence
for something where there is no
evidence?" Dr. ShiZhengli told the
New York Timesinrare commentsto
themedia.

"I don't know how the world has
cometothis, constantly pouringfilth

pandemic, including the lab leak
theory.
Theleakhypothesishadbeenfloated
earlier during the global outbreak,
including by Biden's predecessor
Donald Trump, but was widely
dismissedasaconspiracytheory.
Butithasgainedincreasingtraction
recently, fueled by reports that
threeresearchers from the Wuhan
Institute of Virology became sickin
2019 aftervisitingabat caveinthe
southwestern Chinese province of

in which scientists increase the
strength of a virus to better study
itseffectsonhosts.Accordingto the
New York Times,in2017 Shiand her
colleaguesatthe Wuhanlaboratory
publishedareportonanexperiment
"inwhich they created new hybrid
bat coronaviruses by mixing and
matching parts of several existing
ones—includingatleastonethatwas
nearlytransmissibletohumans—in
order to study theirability to infect
andreplicateinhumancells."

Inarecentreport,the National Commission
for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) said
that 3,621 ophans hadlostboth parents to
the disease, while morethan 26,000 hadlost
oneparent.

“Wearestillin the process of compiling data,
butlookingattheinitial figure,itlooks grim,”
anNCPCR official told Arab News.

“The challenge is toreach outtothemand
extend all support,” headded.

Shainza Sadat, 12, lost her mother to
COVID-19 in the third week of Aprilin the
capital city, New Delhi, after her family failed
to find hospital bed space.
“Lifeisdifficultnowin my mother’sabsence,’
Sadattold Arab News, adding: “Everything
isestablished. Our main supportsystem has
gone.”

Her father Anwar said thatsince his wife’s
death, “the family was withoutan anchor”
Headded: “The pandemichasjolted us.It’s
noteasytoraisea12-year-old daughter
single-handedly without her mother’s
support.”The second wave of the pandemic
across Indiaearlier this year claimed more
than 300,000 livesand wreaked havocacross
townsand villagesinthe country of 1.3 billion
people.Afterlosing their father to COVID-19
latelastyear, Shatrudhan Kumar, 13, and his
seven-year-old brother, from the Jehanabad
districtin the eastern state of Bihar, alsolost
theirmotherto the diseasein April.
“I'wantto study, butnowit’sachallengetolive
withoutany support,” Kumar told Arab News.
“Wearelivingwith ourrelatives,buthowlong
canwe depend onthem?”

The Bihar government has registered
48 cases of children losing both parents
and 1,400 cases of single parent deaths to
COVID-19.

everymonth and free rations for the family.”
However, Bihar-based child rights NGO
center, DIRECT, questioned the figures
claimed by the government, and is now
seeking “higher compensation for the
victims.”

“Ibelieve the figure of the children withouta
single parentorany parents mustbe double
of whatthe governmentis saying,” Suresh
Kumar, director ofthe NGO, told Arab News.
“The situation is bleak in rural areas.
There are children whose parents have
died due to COVID-19, but they don’t have
proofto show that theylost their parents
to the virus,” Kumar said, adding: “As
aresult, they are not getting the benefits
announced by the government.”On May
29, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced welfare measures for children
whohadlosttheir parentsto COVID-19.Part
ofthe measuresrequires the government
to take care of children’s education, with a
$14,000 corpus created for each child, which
they can avail after turning 23.However,
officialsand NGOs worry that children left
without parents now face the double threat
ofneglectand vulnerability to exploitation
and human trafficking.Sonal Kapoor of NGO
Protsahan, based in the capital, questioned
the government’s narrative of supporting
“orphans ofthe pandemic” while “ignoring
thelarger question."According to Kapoor,
who works for vulnerable children facing
rights violations, an overwhelming majority
of orphaned children are being forced into
childlabor."Among the children in distress
cases thathave erupted and we are working
tosupport, fewerthan 5 percentare children
who havelostparents, butthe remaining 95
percentare facing severe cases of child labor,
child hunger and even sexual exploitation
within families,” Kapoortold Arab News.
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