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Iran’s envoy meets with
OPEC chieftodiscuss oil
market

Iran’s permanentrepresentative to Vienna-
basedinternational organizationsmetand held
talk with Secretary-General of Organization
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC)
to discusslatestdevelopmenton global oil
market.

Inatweeton Tuesday, Kazem Gharibabadi
wrote, “I Had a fruitful consultation today
with #0OPEC SG #HEBarkindo. We reviewed
thelatestdevelopments on international oil
marketand OPEC.”

Iran’s envoy meets with OPEC chiefto discuss
oilmarket

The meeting comesas observers are awaiting
Iran'sreturn to the oil market. Speaking after
the 17th virtual meeting of the Oil and Energy
Ministers of OPEC+ on June 1, Iranian Oil
Minister Bijan Zanganeh the meeting was
under theinfluence of Iran'simminentreturn
tothe market.

Zanganeh told the Iranian state TV that the
OPEC+ meetingdecided nottoincrease the
production despite a prospect of a better
economicsituation in the future months. He
further confirmed thatIran, Venezuelaand
Libyawere still exempted from the production
restrictions.

Iran, OPEC Discuss
Global Oil Market

Iran’s ambassador to the Vienna-based
international organizationsand the secretary
general ofthe Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) held talks about
thesituationin theinternational oil market.
Inapostonhis Twitteraccount, Iranian envoy
Kazem Gharibabadi said he held “fruitful
consultations” on Monday with OPEC Secretary
General Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo of
Nigeria.

“Wereviewed the latest developments on
international oilmarketand OPEC,” theIranian
ambassador noted.

Last week, OPEC and allied producing
countries, a grouping known as OPEC+,
confirmed planstorestore 2.1 million barrels
of crude per day of oil output, balancing fears
thatcontinuing COVID-19 outbreaksinsome
countries will sap demand againsttherising
need for energy in recovering economies
around the globe.

The cartel decided to stay the course atearlier
meetings toraise production by 2.1 million
barrels per day from May to July. The group
plannedtoaddback350,000barrels perdayin
Juneand 440,000 barrels perdayin July.

Southeast Iran produces
over 100 tons of medicinal
herbs annually

Iranshahr - acityin southeastern Iranian
province of Sistan-Baluchestan - produces
more than 100 tons of different types of
medicinal herbsayear, an agricultural official
said on Tuesday.Iranshahrhas over 80 types of
medicinal herbs, Majid Fayyazi, head of office
ofagriculturein the city, told IRNA.Iranshahr
isappropriate for planting and producing
typesofherbs, Fayyazinoted. He underlined
thatinvestmentin the area can create job
opportunitiesand bringeconomicboost.Iran,
duetoitsgeographical position,isthe house of
differenttypesofherbsproperformedical use.
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Visa waiver golden opportunity for Russian,
Iranian tourism sector

Minister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism

and Handicrafts Ali Asghar Munesan has

described visa waiver for group tours as a

golden opportunity for Iranian and Russian

touringagencies.

%JJL" In a Monday

¥ meetingin Moscow,
ISFAHAN Mounesan  and
NEWS

Head of Russia’s
NEWS Federal Agency for
_EEEE  TourismDoguzova

Zarina Valeriyevna
finalized ajoint plan to put
into practice a visa-free
agreement, whichwassigned
inMarch 2017.Tehran and
Moscow’s decisiontoliftthe
visarequirement for tourist
groupsbecame effectiveas of
June 7.Mounesan, whoisin
Russiato signthe document,
wrote on his twitteraccount
that the signing of this
documentwith Ms.Dugozuva
facilitated international trips
between the two countries
uptotheendoftheyear2023
for the two states’ touring
agencies.Theagreementon
lifting the visarequirement
forthe two countries’ tourist
groupswasinitially signed on
March28,2017,butinorderto
implementit,arrangingajoint
actionplanwasneeded.
Accordingtothisagreement,
groups of fiveto 50 Iranian or
Russiantourists cantravel to
eachother’scountrieswithout
requiringanyvisa.Itisworth
mentioningthatthetrips will
happen of course after both
countries can overcome the
spread of the coronavirus
pandemic.

Shushtar HydraulicSystem
Before the emerge of the
pandemic, morethan 60,000
[raniantouristsvisited Russia
annuallyand 36,000 Russians
visited Iran, said Mounesan,
expressing hope that after
lifting the visarequirement
and gettingrid ofthe corona
disease,thenumberoftravels
willincrease, keepinginmind
theclosedistancebetweenthe
two countries.

Earlier, the Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad

Javad Zarifand his Russian
counterpart Sergei Lavrov
signed aprotocol to ease the
visarequirementbetween
thetwo countriesinMay2019.
Mounesan furthersaid that
Omanand Chinaareamong
the countries that the visa
requirementhad beenlifted;
so, the number of tourists
toand fromthose countries
increased noticeably, but
afterthe corona pandemic
thetrend halted.Elsewhere,
Munesan said inameeting
withanumber ofIranianand
Russian tourism activists
on Monday that the tourism
capacitiesin Iran are truly
uniqueintheworld.
Mounesanaddressed thetwo
countries’ tourismactivists
that besides the unique
tourism and sightseeing
capacitiesin highly civilized
andbeautifulIran, exemplary
security of the country, and
hospitality of the Iranians as
apartoftheir characteristic
provide an attractive
combination for the tourists
fromaround theglobe.

In addition to the unique
historical monuments,
diversified cultural sites,
and pretty and original
handicrafts, there are
beautiful landscapes in
northern parts of Iran,
including dense forests, high
mountains,roaringriversand
the beautiful desertsin the
central parts of the country
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thatcanbeattractive forany
tourist, the Iranian minister
said.The minister of cultural
heritage, tourism and
handicraftsadded thatthere
are 700 state-runand private
museums and their cultural
and historical richness is
unmatched in the world,
addingthatthereareover350
nobleaboriginal handicrafts
inhandicraftsfield.

He also referred to the
different fields of tourism
provided by the government,
such asecotourism, health
tourism, agricultural tourism
and miningtourism.
Duringtherecentyears, 400
hotelsand 2,000 residential
unitshave been constructed
inIranianvillages, soalong
with other tourism fields,
the groundisalso paved for
tourisminIranianvillages.
Inrecentyears, therehasbeen
asharpriseinthe number of
Iranian tourists travelling
to Russia, particularly to
Moscowand SaintPetersburg.
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova said on Oct 16,
2020 that visa waiver for
Iranian tourist groups will
take effectin the near future,
noting thatIran and Russia
signed anagreementon visa
waiver for touristgroups on
March27,2017.
Shealsosaid thatasperthe
agreement, tourist groups
are allowed to visit Russia

for15days.In2017, [ranian
President Hassan Rouhani
and his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putininked avisa-
free agreement for tourist
groups.Last February,
Iran’s tourism ministry
announced at the 27th
Moscow International Travel
& Tourism Exhibition (MITT),
which was held from March
17 to 19, that the ministry
would follow up the bilateral
agreement.Head ofthe Iranian
Tour Operators Association
Ibrahim Pourfarajsaidin 2020
thatamajority of potential
Russiantravelersareunaware
of vast tourist attractions
existingineverycorneroflran.
Thefactisthatlran's political
and economicrelations with
Russiaare consideredasgood,
butthishasnothingtodowith
attractingtouristsbecausethe
Russiantouristsneed tomake
uptheirmindstocometolran
fortourism, hesaid.

Iran expects to benefit
from its numerous tourist
attractions such asbazaars,
museums, mosques, bridges,
bathhouses,ancientschools,
mausoleums, churches,
towers, and mansions, of
which 24 beinginscribed on
the UNESCO World Heritage
list.

Basedonthe 2025 Tourism
Vision Plan, Iran plans to
increasethenumber oftourist
arrivals from 4.8 millionin
2014t020millionin2025.

Blockchain

Iran tohold 1st Intl. Blockchain

Conference
"Ist Intl
Conference on Cyrptocussrency
and the World Economy' is
scheduled tobe held in August
2021.Iranian Innovation and
Technology Cluband the National
Commission for UNESCO are to
runthe event.The conferenceisto
beheld on August5-6,2021.The
Head of Iranian Innovation and
Technology Club Peyman Sarhaddi
said this conference will create a
suitable platform for cooperation
and knowledge transferamong
professors, elites,and researchers
in the field of blockchain

innovation and technology.It
willalso create acommon space
for providing comprehensive
and effective solutions based
on knowledge and analysis of
economic opportunities on a
nationalandglobalbasisforbetter
management of organizations.
The conferencewillfocusonthree
major aspects of 'blockchain,
science and development’,
'applications of blockchain in
technology and industry' and
'blockchain and economics
of financial and international
markets!
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What's News

Russians
studying
useof
Sputnik
Vamong
pregnant
ladies

Experts are
researching the
possible use of
Russia’s Sputnik
V vaccine among
pregnantwomen,
conclusions can
bereachedinafew
weeks.

Russian Health
Minister Mikhail
Murashko said
in an interview
with TASS at the
St.  Petersburg
International
Economic Forum
(SPIEF) that: "As
for embryotoxicity
among pregnant
women, research
was conducted.
We tested patients
who gotvaccinated
against COVID-19,
and there were
patients who were
pregnantand did
not know that
[while  getting
the vaccine shot].
Rightnow, we are
analyzing all data.
And Ithink we will
be able to make
conclusions in
the next couple of
weeks."

The minister
pointed out that
soon, researchers
will begin to
analyze the safety
of inoculation of
children.

The St. Petersburg
International
Economic Forum,
organized by the
Roscongress
Foundation,
was held on June
2-5. The event
included forums
touching on Small
and Medium-
Sized Enterprises
(SME), other
discussion panels
suchasthe Healthy
Society and Drug
Safety forums as
well as the SPIEF
Junior session.
SPIEF-2021 was
hosted in aface-to-
face mode with all
anti-coronavirus
measures in
effect. TASS was
the official photo

hosting agency
and information
partner of the
event.
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NATO Secretary
General Says He
Discussed Russia

during Meeting
with Biden

NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenbergand US
President]oe Biden have
discussed the relations
with Russia during a
meetingin Washingtonon
Monday, the NATO chief
told reporters after the
talks.

"Wealsodiscussed Russia.
We agree on the dual-
trackapproach: we need
deterrence, defense and
dialogue with Russia,"
he said in response to a
question by TASS.He did
not give a direct answer
when asked to specify
whether there will be a
NATO-Russia Council
sessionintherun-uptothe
upcoming NATO summit
in Brussels. "Dialogue
with Russiaisnotasign of
weakness. We are strong,
we are united, and then
we can talk to Russia, and
we need to talk to Russia
partlytostrive forabetter
relationship,"hesaid."But
evenifwe don’tbelievein
abetterrelationshipwith
Russia,weneed tomanage
a difficult relationship
with  Russia. Arms
control, transparency,
riskreductions - all these
issuesareimportant,” he
stressed."l welcome the
extension of the New
START agreement. NATO
allieshave been and still
are on the forefront of
global arms control and
nuclear arms control.
We (Stoltenberg and
Biden - TASS) discussed
the importance of arms
control and also talking
with Russia," the NATO
chiefadded.He welcomes
the factthat Biden would
meetwithleadersof NATO
states before meeting
with Russian President
VladimirPutin.Stoltenberg
said on Monday that
NATOis currently holding
contacts with Russia
in order to convene the
NATO-Russia Council
at the ambassadorial
level. Earlier on Monday,
Russian Foreign Ministry
Spokeswoman  Maria
Zakharova said on her
Telegram channel that
Moscowisreadytodiscuss
de-escalationand conflict
prevention with the
alliance, but noted that,
withoutthe involvement
of military experts, this
sortofdialogue would be
meaningless. Thiswasher
response to Stoltenberg’s
claimthatRussiaprovided
noresponsetotheproposal
to hold a NATO-Russia
Councilmeeting.

China Readyto Activate Dialogue with Russiaon Korea:
Foreign Ministry

Special Representative ofthe Chinese Government on Korean Peninsula Affairs LiuXiaomingoffered
toactivate dialogue with Moscow onthe normalization of inter-Koreanrelations duringa phone call
with Russian Deputy Foreign Minister [gor Morgulov:"Recognizing the cooperation on the Peninsula
issueasamajorcomponentofthe China-Russiacomprehensive strategicpartnership of coordination
foranewera, Liureaffirmed China's willingness to enhance communication and coordination with
Russiainajointefforttomaintain peace and stability on the Peninsula,and play constructiveroles
inpromotingthe political settlementofthe Peninsulaissue," astatement published on the Chinese
Foreign Ministry’swebsite read, TASS reported.Forhis part, Morgulov "expressed the readiness of
his countrytostrengthencoordinationand cooperationwith Chinathroughbilateraland multilateral
channelstomovethe Peninsulasituationtoamore positive direction."

“Americais back™: Brussels upbeaton

USpursuingbasingagreements with Afghanistan’s neighbors
The United States is pursuing basing options with Afghanistan’s neighbors after US
troops withdraw from that country but there is nothing to announce at present, a Defense
Department spokesperson said.US mediareported on Sunday that Biden administration
officials are in discussions with Pakistani officials to secure bases close to Afghanistan for
future operations. The CIA had used a base in Pakistan to execute drone strikes against
militants but was expelled out of the facilityin 2011 as bilateral relations soured, Sputnik
reported."While we have no basing agreements to announce, we know that Afghanistan’s
neighbors share our desire to counter the scourge of global terrorism," the Defense
Departmentspokesperson said on Monday.The United States will continue to pursue options
with partnersand allies in the region, the spokesperson said.The Defense Departmentis
evaluatingnew basing options together with the State Departmentand the US intelligence
community, the spokespersonadded.
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US Takes Two Steps toward

eve of Biden’s Kurope trip

U.S.President]oe Biden’s trip to Europe this

week will signal that multilateralism has

survived the Trump years, and setthe stage

for transatlantic cooperation on challenges

from Chinaand Russiato climate change, the

chairman of EU summits said.

"America is back,"
European Council
President Charles

N E W S Michel said, using

NEWS the motto Biden
_EEE  has adopted after
former President Donald
Trump pulled Washington

out of several multilateral
institutions and at one point

%&Qi

Limiting Gun Violence

The US]Justice Departmenton Monday proposed
cracking down on accessories that can be used
to convert pistolsintorifles and released model
legislation to help states prevent guns from
gettinginto the hands of the mentally ill, as part
ofabroader push toreduce gunviolence.The
two measures are partof a series of steps the
Biden administration previously pledged to
take, as mass shootings have continued to plague
the United States.In 2021 alone, the country
has had 254 mass shootings, according to data
compiled by the Gun Violence Archive.“The Justice
Departmentis determined to take concrete steps
toreduce the tragic toll of gun violence in our
communities,” Attorney General Merrick Garland
saidinastatement, Reutersreported.The proposed
rulesreleased on Monday would regulate so-called
stabilizing braces, which can be used to convert

threatened to walk out of
NATO.

"Itmeansthatwe haveagaina
verystrongpartnertopromote
themultilateralapproach...a
bigdifference with the Trump
administration,” Michel tolda
group ofreportersin Brussels
lateonMonday.

Michel and the chief of the
European Union’s executive,
Ursula von der Leyen, will
meetBiden onJune 15. That
will follow a summit of G7
rich democracies in Britain

andameeting of NATO nation
leadersinBrusselson June 14.
Michel said the idea that
"multilateralismisback" was
morethanaslogan,itwasa
recognition that a global
approachisneededtoresolve
issues, whethertheybe supply
chains for COVID-19vaccines
orfairer corporate taxesinthe
digitalage.

He said the three-day G7
meetingin Cornwall, England,
couldbean "importantturning
point" that shows serious

political commitmentbehind
governments'pledgesto "build
back better" following the
economicdevastation of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Itwould alsobeanopportunity
to address pressure felt

by liberal democracies,
said Michel, who expects a
discussion at the G7 on the
need for the West to take a
more proactive approach to
defendingitsvaluesintheface
of China's rise and Russian
assertiveness.

Michel said he spoke for

90 minutes with Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
Monday, telling him Moscow
mustchangeitsbehaviourifit
wantsbetterrelationswiththe
27-nationEU.

TheEUand Russiadisagree on
awiderangeofissuesincluding
human rights, Russia’s
intervention in Ukraine and
Moscow’s treatment of jailed
Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny,
and Michel said thatrelations
betweenthemhadreached a
lowpoint.

Final Decision
onJCPOAto
Be Bindingfor
NextIranian
Administration:
Spokesman

The administration of the next
[ranian president will have to
abidebythefinaldecisionthatthe
establishment will make about
the 2015 nuclear deal following

the ongoing negotiations on
revival of the agreement, the
spokesman for the government
said.Speaking at a press
conference on Tuesday, Ali Rabiee
saidhonoringthe commitments
andrespectinginternational law
and regulationsisafixed policy
of Iranthatwould notbe subject
to any change under different
administrations.“Thenuclearfile
isanational dossierthatisbeing
advanced with consensusinthe

Islamic Republic,isunrelated to
thedomesticdevelopments,and
isbeing pursued by the governing
organizations,” he explained.

Rabiee emphasized that any
decision made by the Islamic
Republic’s establishment with
consensus about the JCPOA
negotiations and its results
will be respected by the next
administration.Asked about the
latestdevelopmentsinthe Vienna
talks for the revival of the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action,
he expressed hope thatthe final
round of negotiations would be
heldsoonandthetalkswouldyield
results.“Weare strongly opposed
tothenegotiationsbecomingtalks
ofattritiontothe sameextentthat
wearenotinahurryinthetalks.
Ourfocusisonthe conclusion of
thetalksintheremainingtime,”
the spokesman stated, adding
thathewould notspeculateonthe
possible options fornow.

pistolsintorifles, under the federal National
Firearms Act. The Justice Department saiditis
concerned that people have been able to purchase
them without going through abackground check
and withouthavingto abide by any registration
requirements.The Justice Department previously
unveiled aseparate proposal toregulate so-called
ghostguns which canbe self-assembled athome
and which have also allowed people to skirt federal
regulations.

Iran, UN diplomats discuss
currentdevelopmentsin
Afghanistan

Special Representative of UN' Secretary-General
in Afghanistan Jean Arnault met with Iranian
Foreign Minister’s special envoy for Afghanistan
Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian in Tehran on
Monday.Jean Arnaultheadingadelegation arrived
in Tehran tomeetwith Iranian officialsand discuss
Afghanistan’sissues.During the meeting, the
two sides discussed current developments in
Afghanistanincluding Afghan peace processand
the security situation in the war-torn country.
Pointing to the fact thatIranregards peace and
security in Afghanistan as its own peace and
security, Taherian stressed, “We supportintra-
Afghan dialogue, owned and led by Afghans
themselvesand we arereadyto cooperate in paving

the way forintra-Afghan dialogue”.

National Council of Canadian Muslims ‘Beyond Horrified’ by Deadly

Islamophobic Attack

Police in the Canadian province of Ontario said a driver
intentionally struckafamily because they were Muslim, killing
four peopleand seriously injuringanine-year-old boyin what
hasbeendenounced asan “actofunspeakable hatred” and
Islamophobia.

The victims, all members of the same family, were hit on
Sunday evening while waiting to cross a streetin the city of
London, about 200km (124 miles) southwest of Toronto,
Canadiannews outletsreported on Monday.

Police said the victims were two women aged 77 and 44, a
46-year-old mananda 15-year-old girl. Anine-year-old boy
was seriouslyinjured andisrecoveringin hospital.
“Thiswasanactofmass murder perpetuated against Muslims,”
London Mayor Ed Holder said. “Itwas rooted in unspeakable
hatred.”

The attackwas the worst against Canadian Muslims since a
man gunned down six members ofa Quebec City mosque in
2017.Holder said it was the worst mass murder his city had
everseen.

Sunday’s attack came amid rising concerns about
Islamophobic attacks in provinces across Canada and
widespread calls for authorities to tackle racism, hate-
motivated violence,and the prevalence of far-rightgroups.
A20-year-old suspectidentified as Nathaniel Veltman was
arrested, police said in a statement. He was charged with four
counts of first-degree murder and one count of attempted

murder.

Veltman was arrested in amall parkinglot withoutincident
while wearingabody-armor-type vest, police said. Thereisno
evidencehehadanyaccomplices.

“Thereisevidence thatthiswasaplanned, premeditated act,
motivated by hate,” Detective Superintendent Paul Waight of
the Londonpolice departmenttold reporters. “Webelieve the
victims were targeted because of their Islamicfaith.”
Eyewitness Paige Martin told reportersablack truckblasted
pastherandranaredlight,and then she cameuponthescene
and saw “chaos”. Firstresponders were running to help, a
police officer was performing chest compressions on one
person,and three other people were lying on the ground.
Afewdozenpeoplestood onthe sidewalkand several drivers
gotoutoftheir carstohelp. “Ican’tgetthe sound of the
screams out of my head,” Martin said.Zahid Khan, a family
friend, said the three generations among the dead were a
grandmother, father, mother and teenage daughter. The
family had immigrated from Pakistan 14 yearsagoand were
dedicated, decentand generous members of the London
Muslim Mosque, he said.“They werejustoutfortheirwalk that
theywould go outfor every day,’ Khan said through tearsnear
thesite ofthe crash.

Afundraisingwebpage said the father was a physiotherapist
and cricket enthusiast and his wife was working ona PhD
in civil engineering at Western University in London. Their

daughterwas finishingninth grade, and the grandmotherwas
a“pillar” ofthe family, the page said.

The family saidinastatementthe publicneedsto stand against
hate and Islamophobia, AlJazeerareported.

“This young man who committed this act of terror was
influenced by a group thathe associated with, and the rest of
the community must take a strong stand against this, from
the highestlevelsin our governmentto every member of
the community,” it said.By late evening on Monday, a steady
stream of mourners was seen arriving near the scene of the
attack, dropping offflowers and saying prayers. One placard
read, “When doesitstop? Enough."Avigilhasbeen organized
atalocalmosque on Tuesday nighttoremember the victims.
London, which hasabout400,000 residents, has alarge
Muslim community and Mayor Holder said Arabicis the
second-most-spokenlanguage after Englishin the city.The
teenage girlwho waskilled “will be deeply missed by fellow
studentsand staffat Oakridge Secondary School”, the school
saidinastatement.Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said he was “horrified” by whathe described asan “act of
hatred”, and said his thoughts were with the victims’ loved
ones, including the youngboy who survived.“To the Muslim
community in London and to Muslims across the country,
knowthatwe stand withyou. Islamophobiahasno placeinany
of our communities. Thishateisinsidiousand despicable-and
itmuststop,” Trudeau tweeted.



Iranin compliance withJ CPOA: Zarifto Blinken

Inareactiontotherecentremarks of US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif stressed thatIranisin compliance with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).“Itremainsunclearwhether US President]oe Bidenand Secretary of State Antony
Blinken are ready to bury the failed ‘maximum pressure’ policy of Trump and Mike Pompeo,
and ceaseusing Economic Terrorismasbargaining ‘leverage’’ Zarifwrote on his official Twitter
account.“Iranisin compliance with theJCPOA. Justread paragraph 36. Time tochange course,” he
added.Zarif’stweetcameas Blinken claimed on Monday thatitremainsunclearif Tehraniswilling
totake stepstoreturnto compliance with the Irannuclear deal.'Spotted Yellow' tells the story of
Roya,ayounggirlwithayellowspotonherface. Onedayshefeelsthesigns ofareal giraffeinherlife.
Andhernormallifeisslowly changing.
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that a large number
of Russian troops and
heavy weapons werestill
stationed near Ukraine’s
border despite Moscow’s
announcementofatroop
withdrawal, a statement
saidasReutersreported.

Final Decision on JCPOA to Be Binding for
Next Iranian Administration: Spokesman

Experts atoth MSTF Meeting Say Science Must
Produce Vision in Society

The 5th Science Promotion Meetingwas held in [ranian

capital on Mo

nday by the Mustafa (PBUH) Science

and Technology Foundation where Indian and Iranian

expertsinscience communication gathered and shared

theirthoughts.

Duringthe 5th Science Promotion Meeting,
prominentfiguresinthe sphere of science
communication delivered speeches on
Reflection of Science News in Mass Media.
The moderatorinitiated the discussion
by pointing to the existing gap between
science and media and how this gap has
been formed.

Mohammad Khodadi, press deputy of the
minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance, as
thefirstspeakersaid “mediaisthe factory of
dataproduction.”

“The media and science are rapidly
progressingand affecting each other,” he
continued.

“Nowadays we are confronted with an
unlimited amountofdata,” headded.
Referring to this phenomenon as “an
eruption of data” around the world,
Khodadi stated that thishas made some
forms of crisislike the flow the fake newsin
thesociety“Science belongstoall spheres of
asociety,” heasserted.Zahra Ojagh, head of
the Media Studies departmentat Institute
for Humanities and Cultural Studies, talking
aboutthe gapbetween science and media,
pointed outthat “this gapis prevalentall
around the world, notjustin developing
countries.”She talked aboutthe approach
of media towards science, stating that
scienceis oftenregarded and appreciated
as“asolutionto problems,” notasameans
towardsanewworldview.

The socialrole of science must come to the
fore more than before, Ojagh continued.
There are differentreasons behind the
existing gap between science and media,
she said, adding thatwhen the audience
ofscience become producers of scientific
content, pseudoscience happens and
exacerbates the situation.

“Science cannotbe treated merely as a
fantasy;itshould beimplemented in the
mindsofevery one ofus,” she highlighted.
She also hinted at the different
approachesindifferent countries towards
science, stating that “the perception of
policymakers from science” is the chief
cause of such differentapproaches.
Gauhar Raza, member of the National
Institute of Science Communication
and Information Resources of India,
commenced his speech by saying that
the gap between science and the society
was extremely wide in the 16th and 17th
centuries.

From the 17th century onward, people
started to thinkaboutthe worldand science
more seriously, he continued.

Weneed more people havingan expertise
intranslating the language of scientists for
common people.
Emphasizingthatthereisaproblem with
media whenitcomesto communicating
science to people, he said science must
compete with other realms like politics,
sports, culture, and movies.

“Science is often defeated in this
competition,” he noted.

Statistics and facts do not appeal to
common people, he continued, adding that
“itis onlyamid facing natural disasters that
the society getsinclined toread science
news.”"Withouthaving “a comprehensive
perspective towards the whole system,”
we cannot effectively transfer science
to the society, he maintained.Science
communication in most countries is
notdone effectively, he said, noting that
many newspapers still do not have a
scientific section.Pointing to scientific
and nonscientific data, he said “the less
tendency people show towardsreceiving
andreading science news, the harderitis
totransfer science to the society.”“When it
comes to science news, we should figure out
theneeds of people; thatto whatextentthey
need toreceive science news, so thatwe can
mainly targetthose needs,notmore.”

Moscow Blacklists Nine Canadian Officials
for Spurring Anti-Russian Policy

Russia hasblacklisted nine Canadian nationals, involved

inshaping and conductinganti-Russian policy, banning

them from entering the country, Foreign Ministry

Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova said in acommentary

on Monday:.

"Inresponse to unlawful sanctions
imposed by the Canadian government
against nationals of the Russian
Federation on March 24,2021, under
the far-fetched pretext of the alleged
persecution of Russian national Alexey
Navalny, convicted forillegal actions,
adecision was made to indefinitely
ban entry to Russia for the following
persons with Canadian citizenship,"
the commentary said, TASSreported.
The list includes David Lametti,
Minister of Justice and Attorney
General of Canada; Anne Kelly,
Commissioner of the Correctional
Service of Canada; Brenda Lucki,
Commissioner ofthe Royal Canadian
Mounted Police; Marci Surkes,
Director of Policy for the Prime
Minister; Dominic LeBlanc, Minister
of Intergovernmental Affairs; Jody
Thomas, Deputy Minister of the
Department of National Defense;
Michael Rouleau, Vice Chief of the
Defense Staff; Brian Brennan, Deputy
Commissioner ofthe Royal Canadian
Mounted Police and Rear Admiral Scott
Bishop, Commander of the Canadian
Forces Intelligence Command.

The spokeswoman emphasized that
the official Canadian authorities
continue to support initiatives
directed against Russia "displaying
inappropriate and counterproductive
activity in supporting the ultra-
nationalistic regime in Kiev and
Russophobic forces in the Baltics,
groundlessaccusations againstour
country of ‘aggression aimed’ at
Ukraine,aswell as attempts to meddle

in Russia’s internal affairs.” Such
destructive actions by Ottawa, as the
diplomat pointed out, "negatively
reflectonthe prospects ofrestoring
full-fledged interstate dialogue and
establishing interaction between
Russiaand Canadaasneighborsviathe
North Pole."

Atthe sametime, Moscow isstillready
to build constructive relations with
Canada despite the Russophobic
attitudes cultivated by a certain part
ofthe Canadian establishment, the
spokeswoman noted. "The Russian
sideremainsopen,whenandiftheyare
ready in Ottawa, to the development of
ourrelationsbased on the principles
of mutual respect with an emphasis
on cooperation in such spheres of
objectively coinciding interests as
the Arctic,and regional and business
connections. In Russia, Canadian
people areinvariably viewed warmly
and with good feeling despite the
‘Russophobic’ moods cultivated by a
partofits political class and certain
‘groups ofinfluence’,” the diplomat
concluded.

On March 24, the Canadian
government slapped sanctions on
nine high-ranking Russian officials
over the situation around Russian
blogger Alexey Navalny. Therestrictive
list includes Russia’s FSB chief
Alexander Bortnikov, First Deputy
Chief of Staff of the Presidential
Executive Office Sergei Kiriyenko,
Director ofthe National Guard Viktor
Zolotov, Chief of the Presidential
Domestic Policy Directorate Andrei
Yarin, Deputy Defense Ministers
Alexei Krivoruchko and Pavel Popov,
Plenipotentiary Representative of
the Russian Presidentin the Siberian
Federal District Sergei Menyailo, head
ofthe Federal Penitentiary Service
Alexander Kalashnikovand Prosecutor
General Igor Krasnov.
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