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Inflationrateup 2%: SCI

The Statistical Center of Iran (SCI) announced that
theinflationrateinthe twelve-month period ended
on April 20, which marks the end of the second
Iranian calendarmonth of Ordibehesht, stoodat41
percent, risingtwo percentfromthe figure for the
twelve-month period ended on thelastday of the
firstmonth.

SClhasputthe country’s point-to-pointinflation
rateat46.9 percentin the mentioned month; it
means thatthe familieshave paid anaverage 0f46.9
percentmore for purchasing the same package of
commoditiesand services compared to the same
month ofits previousyear.
Thepoint-to-pointinflationratewas 2.6 percentless
thanthefigureforthe previousmonth.
Atthesametime, the point-to-pointinflationrate for
urbanhouseholdswasreportedtobe46.1 percent,
whichis 2.7 percentless than the figure for the
previousmonth.

Backin April, SClhad puttheinflationrateat36.7
percentintheurbanareasof Tehran provinceinthe
lastmonth ofthe pastIranian calendaryear (ended
on March 20). The center putthe figure at 35.8
percentintheruralregions ofthe province.

The SClannounced thattheinflationrate hasrisen
0.6 percentinthe country’surbanareasinthelast
monthofthepastyear.

The centerhasannounced thattheinflationrate
inthe twelve-month period ended on March 20,
which marks the end of the last month of the past
Iranian calendaryear, stood at 36.4 percent, rising
2.2 percentfromthe figure for the twelve-month
period ended onthelastday ofthe eleventh month
ofthatyear.

170idleindustrial units
revivedinTehranprovincein
ayear

A provincial official announced that 170 idle
industrialunits wererevived in Tehran provincein
thepastlranian calendaryear (ended on March 20).
Yadollah Sadeqi, the head of Tehran province’s
Industry, Mining,and Trade Department, said that
lastyear, 170 stagnantindustrial unitsreturned to
the production circuit following the efforts of the
taskforcesto facilitate production condition and
removerelatedbarriers.

He said that 220 meetings of the taskforce for
facilitatingthe production condition and removing
relatedbarrierswereheldlastyear, whichaddressed
theproblemsof1,200industrial units.

He also said that due to the difficult economic
conditions created by the sanctionsand the spread
ofthe coronavirus,some production units, especially
smallindustries, havebeen damaged,and promised
thatwiththe serious determination of officialsand
executivebodies, these problemswillbe solved.
AsannouncedbyDeputy Industry, Mining,and Trade
Minister MehdiSadeqiNiaraki, 1,500idleindustrial
unitshavebeenrevived in the country during the
pastyear.

Accordingto Niaraki,over 6,500 newindustrial units
werealsoestablished acrossthe country duringthe
mentionedyearwhich createdjobsforover121,000
people.

Touchinguponthe Industry Ministry’s plans for the
realization of the motto of the currentyear which
isnamed theyear of “Production: supportand the
eliminationof obstacles”bythe Leaderofthe Islamic
Revolution, theofficial said: “Intheyearthathasbeen
dedicated tothe productionsector by the Leader of
therevolution, the orientation of all government
organizations and executive bodies should be
towards supporting the country’sindustrialand
miningunits.”
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Indigenization of equipment saves Iranian

cgasindustry 19Smayear

The indigenization of the knowledge for

the production of equipmentand materials

neededinthe gasindustryissavinglran19%

million everyyear,an official with the National

Iranian Gas Company (NIGC) announced.

“Currently, more
than 90 percentof
adsorbents, more
than 95 percent
of catalysts, and

=

ISFAHAN
NEWS

NEWS

ETE over 90 percent

of solvents and
chemicals needed in the
gas industry have been
localized,” Head of NIGC’s
Production Coordination
and Supervision Directorate
Masoud Zardovian said.
Speakinginaseminaron
coordinating supply and
demandinthegasindustry
on Saturday, Zadovian
said: “We are now looking
to improve the quality of
products, and to facilitate
accesstothemwhilemaking
prices more competitive.”
Hepointed to the sustained
and safe supply of clean gas
for the consumers as the
major ax ofhis company’s
activities and said: “All
the major policies of the
company are defined and

determinedaccordingtothe
mentioned goal”

Goinghandinhand withthe
oilindustry, the Iranian gas
sector hasbeen enjoying

drastic  technological
advancesinrecentyears,
and numerous knowledge-
based companies, research
centers, and institutes have
become active to help the
industryreachits goals of
self-sufficiency.

The growth in the
mentioned sector is so
fast-pacingthataccording
to the NIGC Head Hassan
Montazer Torbati the
country’s gas industry will

become completely self-
sufficientby 2024.

The indigenization and
domestic production of oil
and gasindustryequipment
hasbeenalwaysamongthe
objectives of the Iranian
0il Ministry. However,
the issue became further
highlighted since the
re-imposition of the U.S.
sanctionsand Washington’s
determination for cutting off
the Islamic Republic’s ties
with the world advancesin
knowledge and technology,
especiallyinthe oiland gas
sector.

Inthe pastfew years, the

ministry hasbeenseriously
supporting knowledge-
based companies and
startups,and several events,
exhibitions,and panelshave
beenheld in thisregard to
encourage the mentioned
companies’ contribution
tothe country’soiland gas
industry.InJune 2019, NIGC
held areverse pitch panel
toaddress the industry’s
technological issues
and to benefit from the
capabilities and capacities
of the knowledge-based
companies and academics
activeintheindustry.
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Iranian drivers not
allowed to travel in
Turkmenistan

Chairman of Iran-Turkmenistan
Joint Chamber of Commerce Majid
Mohammadnejad says the borders of
Iran and Turkmenistan are open butthe
travels are done under certain conditions
with observing all sanitary protocols
announced by the Turkmenistan
governmentand Iranian truckdriversare
notallowed totravelinside Turkmenistan.
Speaking to ILNA, Mohammadnejas said
thatrailand road exports and imports to
and from Turkmenistan will be possible
ifthere are Turkmen carts and trailers
atthebordersand Iranian drivers and
their trailers are not allowed to enter
Turkmenistan’sland.

Onthetrend of Iran-Turkmenistan trade
after the outbreak ofthe COVID-19 virus,

he said after the pandemic, all the systems
intheworld faced challengesand crippled
with major problems and changes, and
regarding Iran and Turkmenistan trade
ties, he can pointto the closure of their
borders.

He added thatIran and Turkmenistan
borders were closed for 10 months
and they were reopened under certain
conditionand thetrade resumed.
Mohammadnejad wentonto say thatdue
tothelockdown in Turkmenistan and
the fourth wave ofthe virusin Iran, there
isnoexactdetails onthe amountofthe
road tradelike the pre-COVID-19 erabut
thethreeborders ofInchebron, Sarakhs
and Lotfabad are active and the trade
with Turkmenistan and other countries
continuelike the past.

Hereiterated that exports viarailway
system are active buttheroad trade has
beenstopped andthebordermarkets due
to thelack of traffic of trucks have been

almostidle.

Mohammadnejad noted that Iranian
drivers and their trucks and trailers
arenotallowed to enter Turkmenistan
and exports and imports to inside
Turkmenistan are carried out through
Turkmen trailersand carts.

He said Iran’s major imports from
Uzbekistan are carried out via the Lotf
Abad border while Iran’s exports to
Tajikistan are doneviathisborderbutdue
todispute between Turkmenistan and
Tajikistan, Iran’s exports to Tajikistanare
doneviaUzbekistan.

Earlier thismonth the Iranian Expediency
Council okayed the creation ofafreetrade
and industrial zonein Incheh-Borunin
Golestan province onthe border with
Turkmenistan. Incheh-Boronis one of
the key points along the Kazakhstan-
Turkmenistan-Iranrail corridor (north-
south).
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Siavash Arjmandzadeh, the
director general of ports
and maritime department
of southwestern Bushehr
Province, hasannounced that
the portisready for receiving
large-scale vessels with over
45,000 tons of capacity.

Mentioning the dredging
operations conducted in the
portoverthe pasttwo years,
Arjmandzadeh said: “The
access channel of Bushehr
port has become ready to
receive vessels with over

Bushehr Portready to receive large-
scale vessels

30,000 tons of capacity and
even higher.”"Noting that
one of the major policies of
Iran’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO) is to
enhance distributing basic
goods through differentports
ofthe country, Arjmandzadeh
said:” Facilitating distribution,
reducing costsand shortening
transportation route are
some of the benefits of
decentralization ofloading
and unloading ofbasic goods
inthe country’sports.”
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Commodities
worth $554m
traded at IME

inaweek
During the past
Iranian calendar
week (ended on
Friday), 861,793
tons of commodities
worth $554 million
were traded atIran
Mercantile Exchange
(IME).

According to a
reportby the IME's
International Affairs
and PublicRelations
Department, the
exchange traded
on its mineral and
industrial trading
floor,518,793 tons of
commodities worth
more than $350
million.
Onthisfloorthe IME
sold 399,269 tons
of steel, 1,120 tons
of copper, 680 tons
of aluminum, 120
tons of molybdenum
concentrate, 24
tons of precious
metals concentrate,
106,000 tons of
iron ore pelletsand
concentrate, 480
tons ofzinc, 100 tons
oflead, 10,000 tons
of spongeiron (DRI)
and 4 kgofgoldbars.
The next trading
floor was the oil and
petrochemicals
with 338,363 tons of
commodities sold on
itsboth domesticand
export pits, valued
at more than $200
million.
Commodities
traded on this floor
included 83,500
tons of vacuum
bottom, 88,868 tons
of bitumen, 80,255
tons of polymeric
products, 38,437
tons of chemicals,
43,000 tons of lube
cut, 3,691 tons of
base oil, 60 tons of
argonand 200 tons
of sulfur.
Lastbutnotleastwas
theIME's side market
with 4,423 tons of
commoditiestraded
onit.

Thevalue of trades
at Iran Mercantile
Exchange in the
previous Iranian
calendar year
(ended on March
20)rose 108 percent
compared to the
precedingyear.
Duringthe pastyear,
about3.5 quadrillion
rials (about $83.5
billion) worth
of  commodities
were traded at the
mentioned market.



Turkey once again shells northern Iraq

The Turkish army fired artillery shells atamountainous areanorth of Duhokin Iraqi
Kurdistan.

Shafaq News quoted witnessesas saying that Turkish forces presentin the north of Duhok
province, today fired artillery shells atthe Korzar mountain range overlooking Shiladze
districtin Amadiyah districtnorth of Dohuk governorate.

The witnesses stressed thatthe Turkish artillery attackshad caused fearand panicamong
theresidentsofthearea.

Earlierlast Saturday, heavy fighting broke outbetween PKK forces and the Turkish army
near Kista village of Kani Masi district of Amadiyah.

The Turkish army fired about ten artillery shells, causingwidespread firesin fields and
forests nearthevillage of Kista.

Chinaoffers to host Intra-Afghan Talks

During phone talks with Afghan National Security Advisor Hamdullah Mohib, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi offered to hold intra-Afghan talksin China.

"The Chinese sideis ready to facilitate internal inter-Afghan negotiations, including creating
conditions for holding the talks in China," the Chinese Foreign Ministry said in a statement,
Sputnikreported.

According to Wang Yi, the US decision to pull out forces from Afghanistan has created
uncertainty in the situation in the country."However, peaceis a general trend, fully consistent
with the fundamental and long-term interests of the Afghan people, and isalso the common
aspiration ofthe entire international community," the foreign minister said. The armed conflict
between the Afghan governmentand the Taliban continues despite the ongoing peace talks.
The confrontation unfolds amid the withdrawal of US-led foreign troops, which is expected to
completeby 11 September.
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Israel claims
Palestine
factionbehind
Lebanonrocket
attack

TheIsraeliarmy claims
that a Palestinian
factionisresponsible
for the attack on
northern occupied
Palestine from Lebanon
lastnight.

The Zionist regime's
Army spokesperson
Zilberman on Tuesday
rejected the possibility
of the Hezbollah
Resistance movement
beinginvolvedinrocket
fire from Lebanese
territory towards the
occupied Palestinian
territories.

A small Palestinian
faction,not Hezbollah,
isresponsible for the
attack on northern
[sraelfrom Lebanonlast
night, spokesperson
Zilberman said, Times
ofIsraelreported.
AccordingtoZilberman,
the attack, in which six
projectiles were fired
toward northernIsrael,
came from a town
north of Mount Dov,
also known as Shabaa
Farms, in southern
Lebanon and theIsraeli
artillery returned fire
toward the source of
thelaunch.According
tothereport, the Zionist
regime's army believes
thatrocketand mortar
attacks from Lebanon
are likely to continue
as Hamas continues
to defend Gaza.Three
daysago, as Lebanese
groups called for anti-
Zionistdemonstrations
in towns near the
occupied Palestinian
border, Tel Aviv sent
large-scale military
equipment to the
Lebaneseborder.

As clashes between
Zionist forces and
Palestiniansintensified
inthe Gaza Strip, there
were reports of an
explosion and rocket
fire on the Lebanese-
occupied Palestinian
borderon Monday.
Somereportsclaimthat
atleastfiverocketswere
fired from Lebanon at
theoccupiedterritories,
butall ofthemlanded on
Lebanese territories.
No group has claimed
responsibility for the
rocketattack.Following
that, the Israeli army
announced on Monday
that a siren had been
activated towarnofa
rocket attack in the
northern part of the
occupied territories
bordering Lebanon.

In separate letters to Ayatollah Seyed Ali

Khamenei, several Palestinian resistance

groups thanked the Leader of the [slamic

Revolution for his stances on supporting

the cause of Palestine, including those

expressedinarecentspeechontheoccasion

ofthe International Quds Day.

In their letters
and messages
on Monday,
five Palestinian
resistance groups
and movements
lauded the
position taken by
the Islamic Republic and
Ayatollah Khamenei on
supportingtheresistance of
the Palestinian people and
rejecting the recognition of
the Zionistregime.

The groups stressed
theirresolve to continue
anti-Israel  resistance
until the final freedom of
Jerusalemal-Quds, noting
that statements made by
the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution duringhis Quds
Day speech delineate the
roadmap to theliberation
of Palestine.

The Popular Front for the

NEWS

Resistance Groups Thank Leader for
Supporting Palestinian Cause

Liberation of Palestine
(PFLP), Fatah al-Intifada
group, Palestinian Popular
Struggle Front and the
Palestinian Forces Coalition
commended the role of
Iran as the axis of unity and
resistance among Muslim
countries.

They hailed the role of
Iran's top anti-terror
commander, Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani,
who was assassinated
alongside his companions
inaUSdronestrikeinIraq
inJanuary 2020, inkeeping
the Palestinian cause alive.
In his address on

the occasion of the
International Quds Day,
Ayatollah Khamenei said
Israelisnotacountry but
aterroristbase againstthe
people of Palestine and
other Muslimnations.
"Since the first day, the
Zioniststurned the usurped
Palestine into a terrorist
base.Israelisnotacountry,
ratheritisaterroristcamp
against the Palestinian
nationand other Muslim
nations," the Leadersaid.
Ayatollah Khameneiadded
thattheissue of Palestine
continues to be the most
importantand activeissue

for the Islamic Ummah
collectively.

"The policies of the
oppressive and cruel
capitalism have driven a
people outof their homes,
their homeland and their
ancestralrootsandinstead,
ithasinstalled a terrorist
regime and has housed a
foreign people therein," he
said.

"Fighting against this
despoticregimeis fighting
against oppression and
terrorism. And this is a
collective responsibility,”
Ayatollah Khameneiadded.

Iran maturedin
manufacturing advanced

aircraftengines

ChiefofStaffofIran's Armed Forces said
that with the efforts of its committed
specialists and scientists, Iran hasreached
maturity in utilizing thousands of aircraft,
UAVs and missiles with [ranian-made
engines.Accompanied by Iranian Minister
of Defense Brigadier General Amir Hatami
and Commander ofthe Islamic Republic of

Iran Air Force (IRIAF) Brigadier General
Aziz Nasirzadeh, Chief of Staff of Iran's
Armed Forces Major General Mohammad
Bagheriattended the Ministry of Defense
Air Force Organization and visited the
national engine productionline.Referring
totheimportance of the engine as a vital
and importantissueinthe field of aircraft
and missiles, Bagheri said, "Aircraft
engines are one of the mostimportant
partsthatfew countriesin the world are
ableto produce.”

"Iran, with the efforts of its committed

specialistsand scientists, hasreached a
maturity thathasbeenable to enter the
seriousfield of design and production of
advanced aircraft engines by relying on
internal capacities and operate thousands
ofaircraft, UAVs and missiles with Iranian
engines,"headded.

"Undoubtedly, increasing the country's
defense power is a key component of
strengthening and the aircraft engine
designand productionindustryisalso one
ofthe main components of thisissue," Gen.
Bagherinoted.

Zarif Bashes US’Support

for Israel

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zariflashed outatthe US government
for providing the Israeli regime with
fresh financial supportinthe massacre of
Palestinian civilians.In a post on his Twitter
account, the Iranian foreign minister said,
“As US-made munitions rain down on
innocent Palestinians, US gives another

$735Min ‘precision’ missiles to Israel to kill
more children with more precision.”“Then
US blocks the mildest possible UNSC
statement,” he noted.“The world is watching
aslsrael &itsenabler show theirugly faces,”
Zarif deplored.His tweet came after The
Washington Postreported thatthe UShad
rubber-stamped selling $735 million in
“precisionammunition” to the Israeliregime.
Washington lavishes $4 billionin militaryaid
onthe Zionistregime every year, something

thatobservers have called its rewarding
Tel Aviv forits deadly behavior towards the
Palestiniansand terroristactivitiesacross
theregion.Thelatestinstance of generous
armssupportcamewhile, sincelastMay 10,
theIsraelimilitaryhasramped upitsassaults
againstthealready Tel Aviv-blockaded coastal
sliver.The escalation has so farkilled a total
of212 people,including 61 childrenand 36
women. Some 1,400 others have also been
wounded from the strikes.

Iran’s envoy to the international organizationsin Vienna
denounced the Israeliregime’s acts of terrorism against
Palestinians asaseriousviolation of humanrightsand the
UN Charter, crimes againsthumanity, and a threatto world

peace and security.

Inanaddress to the 30th session of the United Nations
Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice,
held in Vienna on Monday, Kazem Gharibabadi strongly
condemned the Zionistregime’s attacks against Palestine and
called for animmediate end to all violent acts of the Zionist
regime, suchas the military strikes and terroristactivities.

He also denounced the Israeli regime’s massive and
systematic attacks on the Palestinian civiliansasabrazen
violation of human rights, of the goals and principles of

Iranian Envoy Raps Israeli Terrorist Acts as Crime against Humanity

acrosstheregion.

the UN Charter, a crime againsthumanity, and a threat to
international peace and security.

The ambassador also noted that silence on such Israeli
terroristactivities would be tantamount to encouraging
and tolerating terrorism, and stressed that the international
community muststand againstsuch brutality.

Gharibabadi highlighted Iran’s serious resolve and strong
commitmentto the fightagainstterrorism, saying Tehranhas
provedits majorroleinthe war on terrorismby assisting the
affected countriesand helping dismantle the terroristgroups

Since May 10, atleast 218 Palestinians, including 59 children
and 35 women, have died during a significantescalationin
theIsraeli military’s attacks against Gaza.
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Hamas chiefdiscusses
ongoing developmentsin

occupied lands

Inanewlettertothe Leader ofthe Revolution,
the Head of Hamas' Political Bureau described
thebrutal crimesofthe Zionistoccupiers against
Quds, the Sheikh Jarrah, Al-Aqsa Mosque, Gaza
and 1948 occupied territories.

In anew letter to the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
Head of Hamas' Political Bureau Ismail Haniyeh
described the brutal crimes of the Zionist
occupiers against Quds, the Sheikh Jarrah
neighborhood, Al-AqsaMosque, Gazaand the
1948 occupiedterritories.

"Given the escalation of the aggression and
crimes of the occupying regime against the
Palestinian people and sanctuaries, we
established extensive contacts with various
parties and asked them to prevent the
advancementofthe enemy's crimesand sinister
goals,and warned that these crimes would
certainlynotgo unanswered by the Palestinian
peopleand Resistance,” Ismail Haniyeh said in
hisletter.

"Theinsistence ofthe criminalleaders ofthe
Zionistregime on continuing their aggression
againstthenation, theland and the sanctuaries
ofPalestinerequired adecisive and legitimate
response throughresistance in the Gaza Strip,"
headded.

Hamas Chiefnoted, "Today, the criminal enemy;,
with the deadliest banned international
weapons, commits the mostbarbaric crimes
againstthe people of Gaza, as well as the most
heinous crimes against the demonstratorsin
Quds, the West Bank and the 1948 occupied
territories."

Z.arif Hails Pope’s Stances

on Palestine, Sanctions

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
praised Pope Francis foradopting constructive
stancesinsupportofPalestine and againstthe
unilateral sanctionsimposed by the USonIran.
Thetop Iraniandiplomatheld ameetingwith
Pope Francis, the head of the Catholic Church, in
the Vatican City on Monday:.

In the talks, Zarif presented a picture of the
conditions caused by the US" unilateral and
cruel sanctions againstthe Iranian people,
especiallyinthe field of medicine and vaccine,
and praised the Pope's constructive stances on
thesesanctions.

Zarifalso elaborated on the difficult conditions
imposed against the Palestinian people of
differentreligions,and thanked Pope Francis for
hispositionsinthisregard.

Inthe meeting, issueslike the common view
ofdivinereligionsregardingethical principles
inthe global community as well as supporting
theinstitution of family were also discussed,
accordingtothe Foreign Ministry’s website.
Zarifhastraveled toItaly after visiting Spain.

of othershavealso died in

the nearby Israeli-occupied Palestinian territory of
the West Bank, during the regime’s attacks on Palestinian
worshippersand protesters.
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Iran among world missile powers: Hatami
Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Ami Hatamisaid thatIranis undoubtedly

one ofthe world powersin the missile field.

Referring to the achievements ofthe Ministry of Defense in the field of ground combat,
Hatamisaid, "Today, we have gained various achievementsin various fields, which
arenotlimited to ground combat,and in the field of missiles, we are undoubtedly one
ofthe world powers, and in the field of UAVs, we are even better than the world's top

powers."

20000Rials

"The main focus of ouractivityisto achieve strategicweaponsinall areas,and we have
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General TAEA hasnoright
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Inﬂatlonrateup Iranian Parliament
%2: SCI Speaker Mohammad
Bagher  Ghalibaf
. R . stressed that the
170 idle llldllStI'laP International Atomic
unitsrevivedin Energy ~ Agency
Tehr . . (IAEA) has noright
ehranprovinee mn toaccessthe cameras
ayear footages ofthe Atomic
Energy Organization
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Morning call to prayer :

of Iran.Speaking at
an open session of
the Parliament on

04:23:50 Sunday, Ghalibafsaid,
Noon call to prayer : “We are determined
13:00:12 that the law on
Evening call to prayer: ‘Strategic Action Plan
to Counter Sanctions

20:20:40 and Protect Rights
of the People’ be

High:33°c
Low:18°¢

implemented at
specific times and
in accordance with
the ratifies, and the

Leaderhasrepeatedly
emphasized this
issue”.

achieved the main goalsin the field of ground combat. In the field of missiles, we have
areal capability thatthe armed forces can carry outtheir mission,” he added.

President: Iran to Continue Vienna'Talks
until Final Deal

India Battles Fatal Fungal Threatas
Coronavirus Deaths near 300,000

DoctorsinIndiaare fighting a fatal fungal infection

affecting COVID19- patients or those who haverecovered

fromthediseaseamidacoronavirus surge thathasdriven

the country’s fatalities tonearly 300,000.

The life-threatening condition, known
as mucormycosis, is relatively rare but
doctorssuspectthatthe suddenincrease
intheinfection could further complicate
India’s fightagainstthe pandemic.
Indiahasreported more than 26 million
confirmed cases of the coronavirus since
the pandemic began, with almost half
occurring in the past two months. On
Sunday, the Health Ministry reported
3,741 new deaths, driving India’s
confirmed fatalities to 299,266.
Italsorezported 240,842 new infections,
asdaily casesremained below 300,000 for
aweek. Thenumbersare almostcertainly
undercounts, with many caseslikely being
missed due tolimited testing.

Experts say new infections in India,
which had been rising steeply, may
finally be slowing. But there are some
earlyindications thatmucormycosis, also
known as “black fungus,” is fastbecoming
acause ofworry.

Mucormycosis is caused by exposure
to mucor mold, which is commonly
foundinsoil,airand eveninthe noseand
mucus of humans. It spreads through
therespiratory tractand erodes facial
structures. Sometimes, doctors have
to surgically remove the eye to stop the
infection fromreachingthe brain.

On Saturday, federal minister Sadananda
Gowdasaidnearly 9,000 caseshad been
reported in India so far, leading to a
shortage of Amphotericin B, thedrugused
totreatthe condition.

Gowda didn’t share the number of
fatalities, butlocal media have said more
than 250 have died because of the disease.
Health officials were working to alleviate

the drugshortage, which comesatatime
when the country is already short on
supplies of oxygen and other health care
needs, Gowdasaid, AP reported.
Mucormycosis has ahigh mortality rate
and was already presentin Indiabefore
the pandemic. Itisnotcontagious butits
frequencyinthelastmonthhasleftdoctors
shocked.

“It is a new challenge and things are
lookingbleak,” said Ambrish Mithal, the
chairman and head ofthe endocrinology
and diabetes department at Max
Healthcare, a chain of private hospitals
inIndia.

Mithal said the fungal infection preys on
patients with weakened immune systems
and underlying conditions, particularly
diabetes,and irrational usage of steroids.
Uncontrolled blood sugar can put
immunocompromised peopleatahigher
riskof contractingthe disease.

“Earlier [used to come acrossjustafew
caseseveryyearbutthe currentinfection
rateis frightening,” said Mithal.
Thelatestsurge of coronavirusinfections
inrural India has already taken a toll.
Now heath experts are worried that
over-the-counter medication, including
steroids, canincrease the prevalence of
mucormycosis.

SK Pandey, a medical officer at Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital in Uttar Pradesh
state’s Lucknow city, said thatunqualified
doctorswere giving steroids to patientsin
manyrural areas withoutgivingathought
whethertheyrequireitornot.

“This hasled toincrease in black fungus
casesinsmaller cities where the patient
hasnotevenbeenhospitalized,” he said.
India’s Health Ministry on Thursday asked
statestotrackthe spread of the condition
and declare it an epidemic, making it
mandatory for all medical facilities to
reportthe casesto afederal surveillance
network.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modion
Friday called the diseasea “new challenge.”

IslamicJihad Congratulates Ayatollah
Khameneion Palestinian Resistance Victory

The secretary general of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad

movementextended his congratulations to the Leader of

theIslamic Revolution on the greatvictory of Palestine in

its-12day war againstthe Israeliregime, lauding Iran’s

supportfortheresistance inthe war.

InaSaturday letter to Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei, Ziyad al-Nakhalah said thathe has
thehonorto congratulate the Leader onbehalf
ofhimselfand the Islamic]Jihad forcesas well
asitsarmed wing Quds Brigades on the victory
ofthe Palestinian people and their brave
resistance againstthe Zionistenemy.

He added that Ayatollah Khamenei’s
"constant, continued and open support" for
Palestinein all fields has "played the most
importantand leadingrole” in “Operation
Sword of al-Quds” and its subsequent
achievements.

"Despite the enemy’s (purported) military
upperhand, fighters oftheresistance entered
the battlefield with full power, strength,
braveryand courage,” he said.

Nakhalah said the Palestinian people and
resistance defeated the enemiesand revealed
the image of the Israeli regime which is
"weakerthanaspider web."

The Palestinian resistance official also
thanked the Quds Force of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) for standing
by the IslamicJihad forces for longand for

sincerely providing them with any capability,
know-how and assistanceleadingtosucha
bigvictory.

He especially commemorated the late
commander of the Quds Force Lieutenant
General Qassem Soleimani, who was martyred
near Baghdad airport,Iraq, onJanuary 3,2020
inadronestrike directly ordered by former US
president Donald Trump.
[sraellaunched abloody bombing campaign
on Gaza on May 10 after harassment
of Palestiniansin Jerusalem al-Quds and
attempts to steal their lands in the Sheikh
Jarrah neighborhood of the city.

The occupyingregime announced aunilateral
ceasefire on Friday, which was accepted by
the Palestinian resistance groupsin Gaza
with Egyptian mediation.According to Gaza's
Health Ministry, 248 Palestinians were
killed in the Israeli offensive, including 66
childrenand 39 women, and atleast 1,910
wereinjured.During the fighting, Gaza-based
resistance factions fired rockets into the
occupied territoriesinresponse to the Israeli
bloodshed.Inamessage on Friday, Ayatollah
Khamenei extended his congratulationsto the
Palestinian people over the historicvictory of
theresistance frontagainstthe Zionistregime.
The Leader said Palestine will become more
powerful and the wicked and usurpingregime
of Israel willbecome even weaker when faced
with prepared Palestinian youths and power
ofvaluableresistance groups.

EnvoySays UK Must
Take Responsibility for
Its Rolein Palestine

UK Palestinianambassador Husam
Zomlot called on Britain to take
responsibility for the situationin
Palestine duringaheated interview
on Channel 4 News.He agreed he
believe Britain held responsibility
for the Balfour Declaration Treaty of
1917anditsresulting consequences.
Whenasked by host Krishnan Guru-

Murthy what he thought Britain
should do to make amends, he said:
"Iwantaclear commitmentby the
UK government, notbywords, butby
deedsto fix this, to fix the mess that
was created here.""Numberone, the
recognition of the State of Palestine
— whatare they waiting for? This
islongoverdue, thisisourrightand
their obligation."He continued,
"Number two, enforce your law; the
UKlaw, which clearly stipulates that
exportinggunsand weapons,armsto

acountry thatviolates humanrights
isillegal —under yourlaw, under
international law. Arms embargo
immediately.""Number three, do
notimport settlement products.
It is illegal, and you as the UK
describeitasillegal."He also called
onthe UKtoback Palestine in using
international organizations such
asthe International Criminal Court
(ICC) tohold Israel to account for
itsactionsand prevent further war
crimes.
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