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Omanstilleyeing Iran gas
importfromseabed
OmaniOiland Gas ministersaid thathis countryis
eyeingtoimportgasfromtheIslamicRepublic of
Iranthrough seabed provided thatIran'snuclear
standoffisdetermined.

Mohammad bin Hamad Al Rumhi on Wed.
reiterated thathis country intendstorevivea
contractinked sixyearsagoforimportinggasfrom
Iran'sSouth Pars GasFieldin orderto expandthis
gaspipelineupto Yemen.

Turningto Irannucleartalk,akaJCPOA, whichis
ongoinginthe Austrian capital of Vienna, Omani
oiland gasministersaid thatiflran’snucleardeal,
JCPOA, isrestored, his countrywill revitalize the
programsenvisioned forimportinggasfromthe
IslamicRepublicofIranthroughthesaid pipeline.
Inaddition, Omanismullingoverdevelopingand
expandingits gaspipeline networkto Yemen, he
added.

He went on to say that there are many
opportunitiesinorder to take advantage of this
giantprojectoptimally.

Omanismonitoringand watching JCPOA talks,
whichisongoinginVienna, very closely, hesaid,
adding, “But, we wantto make sure thatifJCPOA
isimplemented, itwillbe sustainableand willnot
besubjecttothe future political conflictbetween
IslamicRepublicoflranand the United States.”
"Ifthereisnothreatofpossible USsanctionsonthe
projectinthe futureand/orifgassupplyisstable
and guaranteed, we canimportmoregasfromthe
IslamicRepublicoflIran,"heunderlined.

Tehran, Moscowstress
expansionoftradeties

Iran’s Ambassadorto Moscow Kazem Jalaliand
AdvisertothePresidentofthe Russian Federation
AntonKobyakov,inameetingon Tuesday, stressed
theneed forexpansion ofeconomicand cultural
cooperationbetween the two countries.
AsIRNAreported, Kobyakovwhoisthe deputy
chairman of St. Petersburg International
Economic Forum (SPIEF 2021)’s organizing
committee, metwithJalalitodiscussthe presence
of Iranian economic representatives in the
mentioned eventwhichisscheduled tobe held
duringJune 2-5.

Inthis meeting, Jalaiannounced thatan Iranian
delegationwillbeattendingthe SPIEF 2021.
Hefurtherstressed the need forholdingthe 16th
meetingofthe Iran-Russia Economic Committee
and called forremoving therestrictionimposed
onthetradebetween the twosides dueto the
coronavirus pandemic as a prerequisite for
further expansion oftradeties.

Kobyakov for his part welcomed the presence
oftheIranian delegation atthe St. Petersburg
International Economic Forum and stressed
theneed toimplementthe two countries’joint
economicprogramsduringtheyear.

Healso called for the establishmentofan Office
ofJoint Economic Projects asamechanism for
expanding economicand trade cooperation
betweenthetwo countries.

Kubiakov expressed hope thatthe removal of
obstacles caused by the Covid-19 pandemicwould
soon pave the way for Iranian businessmen to
travel to Russia.

Alsoon Tuesday, Jalalimet Andrei Rudenko, the
deputy foreign minister of Russia on CIS Affairs,
to discuss current developmentsinthe South
Caucasusand Iran-Russiacooperationinthisarea.
Onanotheroccasion, Jalalihad ameeting with
Mikhail Petrakov,head ofthe Russiandelegationto
themultilateral negotiations overthelegal status
ofthe Caspian Sea.
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Iran trade with P1+5 slumped by %019 in

past4years

The spokesman of Islamic Republic of Iran

Customs Administration (IRICA) says some
38.6mtonsofgoods worth 24$b were traded
betweenIranand the P1+45 countrieslastyear

thatIran’s share of exports to those countries
is 28m tons and worth 0f9.83$b while the
country’simportsstoodat 10.54m tons worth
14.16%b which shows 14 and 19 percent
slumpsin termsof weightand value.

According to
ILNA, touching
upon on the
exports of
Iranian goodsto
the P5+1 states,
Seyed Ruhollah
Latifi said thatlastyear
Iran exported 26.95m
tons of goods worth
$9.07b to China which
accounted for 96 percent
oflran’s total exports to
the P5+1 statesinterms
ofweight,and 92 percent
intermsofvalue.

Headded thatbefore the
U.S.pulloutofthe JCPOA,
China by purchasing
35.13m tons of goods
worth $9.1b was Iran’s
top trade partner which
accounted for 98 percent
oflran’s total exportsin
terms of weightand 91
percentinterms ofvalue.
Headded thatthisnotion
thatthe U.S. pulloutfrom
the JCPOA could reduce
the share of the U.S,,
UK, France, Russia and
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Germany in favor of China
and Russia is not right
because Iran’s exports to
Chinahavealso declined
lastyear by 8m tons but
itsoared $50m in terms
ofvalue.

Latifi went on to say that
Russia was the second
destination for Iranian
goods with 1.05m tons
inweightand $504min
value which accounts
for 3.7 percentoflran’s
exportsintermsofweight
and 51.1 percentinterms
of value which shows
100 percent growth in
terms of weightand 72.5
percentintermsofvalue
comparing to the pre-
U.S.withdrawal fromthe
JCPOA.

"Iran’s exports to France

lastyearwere 2,911 tons
valued at $8.76m, and
the amount of exports
tothe UKwas 7,293 tons
and worth of $13m, to
Germany were 39,197
tonsworth $233mwhich
allindicateIran’s exports
to these countries have
slumped comparing to
the post-JCPOA".

On the exports to the
U.S., hesaid that4 years
ago and before the U.S.
pullout of the JCPOA,
Iran’s exports to the U.S.
werearound 3,554m and
worth of $132.3m that
the figure fell to 66m tons
and worth of $136,539
lastyear.

Ontheimports from the
P5+41 country, he said
Iran’s totalimports from

those five countries stood
atover 10.5mtonsworth
of$14.1b. He added that
the value ofthe imports
lastyear slumped by 29
percent comparing to
the pre-JCPOA era due
to the country’s policy
of banning imports of
the luxury goods.Latifi
added thatlastyear China
with exporting 3.5mtons
of goodsto Iran was the
major exporter to Iran.
[ts value stood at $9.8b
which accounted for
33.7 percent of Iran’s
total trade with those six
countriesHe added that
despite increasing the
weightofexportstoIran,
Germany’s exportsto Iran
slumped by 40 percentin
terms of value.
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Electricity consumption
up7,000-8,000 MWin

2 months onyear

Iran’s deputy energy minister for electricity
affairsannounced that power consumption
in the country has risen 7,000-8,000
megawatts (MW) since the beginning ofthe
currentlranian calendaryear (March 21),
as compared to the same period of time in
the pastyear.

“We have started a warm year, Homayoun
Haerisaid,adding, "Inthe firsttwo months of
thisyear, the average positive temperature
was four or five degrees, so the use of cooling
equipmentwasstarted earlierand duetothe
drought, agricultural water wellswere used

earlier. Due to the decrease in rainfall, we
will experience areduction ofabout 3,000
to 3,200 MW of electricity generation from
hydropower plants.”

“We hope that with the help ofthe people
and the executive bodies, especially the
governorates, we will spend the summer
with the least difficulty and cover the
shortage of electricity generation. We
predictpeakload consumption thissummer
toreachmorethan 60,000 MW” the official
stated.

Therisingtrend of electricity consumption
inIranhascreated serious concernsabout
power outage in the summer peak period.
On Monday, Mohammad-Hassan
Motevalizadeh, the managing director of

Iran's Power Generation, Distribution,and
Transmission Company (known as Tavanir),
warned, “This year, we will have a difficult
peak period”, and called for the people’s
cooperation sothatthis period canbe passed
withoutoutages.

Mentioning three major factors creating
some severe condition in terms of power
supply in this year, the official last week
explained, “This year, we are facing three
issues.First, there wasaverysevere drought
during which we saw areduction in the
water supply of the country's hydropower
plants toless than half. In this way, we lose
the generation of about 4,000 megawatts
(MW) of electricity from hydropower
sources.”
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The Central Bank of Iran
unveiled
‘Centralized Database for
Loans and Commitments’
knownbyits Persianacronym
Samat, planned to enhance
the CBI's oversight ofloans

Hemmati,
the CBI head, said he was
hopeful that the platform
wouldimprove banks’ (often

process, whichissaid tobe
the root cause of financial

New Rules Tighten Oversight of
Banks’ Lending Procedures

corruption.

"The platform will assist the
central bank make more
efficientpoliciesasitwould
provide important data,"
Hemmati was quoted as
sayingbythebank’swebsite.
Banks from nowonmustget
a special code from Samat
before paying loans. "This
would give the CBlaccessto
information on guarantors,
collateraland the credibility
ofthose wanting to take out
loans.”

the

lending
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What's News

Greenhouse
areatobe
doubled
inArdebil
provincein2
years

The area under
greenhouse farming
will be doubled in
Ardebil province,
inthe northwest of
Iran, in two years,
according to a
provincial official.
Khalil Nikshad, the
head oftheprovince’s
Agriculture
Department,alsosaid
thatthe greenhouse
areaintheprovinceis
anticipatedtoreach
350 hectaresbythe
end of the current
Iranian calendaryear
(March20,2022).
He further
announced  that
permits have
beenissued for the
establishmentof70
greenhousesinthe
province.

Due to the water
shortageand drought
crisis in different
partsofthe province
and the 80-percent
decreaseinrainfall
inrecentmonths,itis
necessarytodevelop
greenhousesinthe
province, the official
noted.
Inthelastfouryears,
the development
ofgreenhouseshas
taken a growing
trend, so that 15
hectares of active
greenhouseshasnow
reached more than
115 hectares, the
head oftheprovince’s
Agriculture
Department
underlined.
Whiletheagriculture
sector plays a
significant role in
the promotion ofthe
[ranian economy,
drought in recent
yearshasprevented
this sector from
beingdeveloped as
expected.

To tackle this
condition, the
Agriculture
Ministry has taken
some  measures
and defined some
programs, such as
theimprovement of
irrigationsystems.
One of the major
programs that
the ministry has
defined and is
seriously pursuing
isthe development
of  greenhouses
throughout  the
country.



Iran to stand by Syria for reconstruction: Minister

Iranian Defense Minister Brigadier General Ami Hatami voiced Iran’s support for the
reconstruction of Syria.“The Islamic Republic of Iran will stand by the Syrian people and
government with all might to preserve territorial integrity of Syria and cooperate in
reconstructing the country,” Hatamisaid on Wednesday in a meeting with the visiting Syrian
delegation led by deputy trade minister Ebrahim Sho’ayb and deputy industry minister
Jamalal-Amar.Economic centers of the Iranian Defense Ministry, as well as private sector of
the country, areready forany sort ofhelp and cooperation regarding reconstruction of Syria
and meeting the country’s needs, he added.Elsewhere, Hatami strongly condemned the
unforgivable crimes of the occupying Zionistregime in killinginnocentwomen and children.
Inspired by the resistance of the Syrian people during the war against Takfiri-terrorist
groups, thatwere backed by the Zionistregime, Palestinian people not only foiled the plots

Russian FM, US secretary of state todiscuss JCPOA:
Ryabkov

Ryabkov,inaninterview with a Russian television networkabout Lavrovand Blinken's meeting
nextweekin Iceland, said "This will be the Russian Foreign Minister's first face-to-face meeting
with US Secretary of State Anthony Blinken; However, they have already spoken by telephone."
Headded "Forthisreason, the agenda of the talks is comprehensive and will include bilateral
issuesandinternational issues."Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrovand US Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken have agreed to meet nextweek on the sidelines ofameeting of the Nordic
Councilin the Icelandic capital, Reykjavik, the Russian Foreign Ministry said on Wednesday.
Onbilateral relations between Russia and the United States, Ryabkov said thatrelations have
recently been decliningand that this trend mustbe stopped.He added: As far as international
issuesare concerned, the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the situation in the Middle East, and the
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of Zionistsbutalso turned the dream of the ‘river to the sea’ to anightmare.

process of negotiations on Iran's nuclear program will be discussed.

Saudi Foreign Minister‘Hopeful’ over
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Talks with I

Parliament a S ramn Ceasefire still elusivein

Speaker Keeps Israel-Gazafighting

Up Effortsto Saudi Arabia’s foreign minister said the Israell.Jolmbar.d.ed Gaza with air strikes and
kingdom s "hopeful” afterexploratory talks Palestinian militants kept up cross-border

Rally Support : _ : rocket fire, with no firm sign on Wednesday of

. with Iran, inarare commenton delicate . . . e .
for Palestine any imminent ceasefire despite international

Speaker of the
[ranian Parliament
Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf has
stepped up efforts

discussions whose details have been closely

guarded.

m

The official-level
meetings aim to

callsto end more thanaweek of fighting.

Accordingto Reuters, Israelileaderssaid they
were pressing on with an offensive against
Hamasand Islamic]ihad, butanIsraelimilitary
spokesman acknowledged that with an

to coordinate plans ISH“'IAN restore rlelations estimat'ed 12,000 misiiles anq mortarsinthe
with his counterparts N E w s seve{)e(iflveye;:s groll(lpts tGe;za ?rsenal, they still have enough
in other Muslim ago between the rocketstofire".

nationsto supportthe NEWS twocountries. Two Thaiworkerswerekilled and seven people
Palestinian nationand _IEEZEM  ‘Wehaveinitiated werewounded inarocketstrike on Tuesday on
take collective action some exploratory / anIsraelifarmjustoverthe Gazaborder, police
against the Israeli talks. Theyareatavery early ~‘ said. Hamas, which rules the Gaza Strip, and

regime’s crimes.
The senior Iranian
lawmaker has had

stage butweare hopeful,”
Faisal bin Farhan told AFP
in Paris on Tuesday, where

10.Asked aboutthereason
for changein Saudi Arabia’s
approachtolranandwhether

relationsandtheregion.
“Iranand SaudiArabia,astwo
important countriesinthe

relations with it.“At the
end of the day, Iran is a
neighboring country. Allwe

Islamic]Jihad claimed responsibility.
Rockets were also launched early on
Wednesday, with sirens sounding in the

he is participating in two i . ) coastal city of Ashdod, south of Tel Aviv,and in
se-vizlreg cokntactsf internlz)ationalgumm%ts it is serious in talks, the regionandtheMuslimworld, askforistohaveagoodand communit};es closer to the Gaza border. There
WIt. the Speaxers o “If (the Irani ' spokesmansaid oneshould canenteranew chapterof distinguishedrelationship S
parliamentsin Muslim (the Iranians) can see ¢ he other side’s interacti 4 " ith Iran” Moh dbi werenoreports of damage orinjuries.
i - h that their interest is in a 0CUS O the other side's Interactionandcooperation - withiran, Mohammed bin Gazamedical officials say 217 Palestinians
cou.ntrles it ' drelationship with thei actionsinstead oftryingto toachieveregional peace, Salmanhadsaid.Diplomatic : . . .
region and beyond in goodrelationship with their lthei ‘onbehind bili ddevel lations b b have beenkilled, including 63 children, and
d tion ofanew neighbors, Icanbehopeful” €V theintentionbehind stability,and development relations between Tehran more than 1,400 wounded since the fighting
condemnationo . S . . them.“We have always byadoptingconstructiveand and Riyadhsoured following ’ . o
wave of Israeli attacks Faisal said,addingagainthat L ) ) , began on May 10. Israeli authorities say 12
hat have killed theywere“atan earlystage”. welcomedsuchnegotiations. dialogue-basedapproaches,” theJanuary 2016 execution conle have been killed in Israel including two
that 2%‘831) 11 edmore Earlier this month Iran’.s Letuswaitforthe outcome thespokesmansaid. of Shiite cleric Sheikh Nimr Ic)hilgren ’ 5
t-an alestinians . . ' ofthetalks,” hesaid,adding “Bypresentingproposalsand al-Nimr,anoutspoken critic S .
sincelastweek. Foreign Ministry spokesman b . : . Israel said its aircraft attacked homes
s . thattherecenttalksbetween initiatives for dialogueand of the Saudi monarchy, in . .
On Tuesday, said bilateraland regional . e . . . . . belonging to several Hamas militants that
. ’ . Iranian and Saudi officials cooperationinthePersian Saudi Arabia. Riyadh cut
Qalibaf held issues have been on the were used as command centres or forweapons

separate telephone
conversations with
Speaker of Kuwait's
National Assembly
Marzouq Al Ghanim,
Palestinian National
Council Speaker Salim
Zanoun, President
of the Consultative
Assembly of Oman

agenda in recent talks
between Tehranand Riyadh,
addingthattiesbetweenthe
two sides will bein good for
bothnationsand theregion.

“Rapprochement and
(restoring) the relations
between the two Muslim
countries in the Persian
Gulf is in the interest of

featured discussions on
bilateralandregionalissues.
Khatibzadeh expressed
hope that with the change
inthe atmosphere, the two
countries willmove toward
meaningfulunderstanding
intheirbilateraland regional
relations.Last month,
Khatibzadeh reacted to
the recent remarks made

Gulfregion, including the
Hormuz Peace Endeavour
(HOPE), theIslamicRepublic
oflranhasbeenapioneerin
thepathofamityandregional
cooperation,and welcomes
thechangeinSaudiArabia's
tone,”Khatibzadehadded.

Earlier, the Saudi crown
prince had told the Saudi-
owned al-Arabiya TV that

tieswith Tehranafterwards,
responding to attacks
by angry protesters on its
embassy in the Iranian
capital.Saudi  Arabia’s
military campaign against
Yemen as well as the death
ofhundreds of Iranian Hajj
pilgrimsinadeadly crush
in Saudi Arabia’s Mina
in September 2015 had

storage. Israeliartillery shelled targets in the
southern Gaza Strip, witnesses said.

Nearly 450 buildings in the Gaza Strip have
been destroyed or badly damaged, including
six hospitals and nine primary-care health
centres, since the current conflictbegan, the
United Nations humanitarian agency said.
Some 48,000 ofthe 52,000 displaced had gone
to 58 U.N.-runschools.

Israel said more than 3,450 rockets had been

i idbin Hi both ti d th 1 h itf] fallingsh
Shelthha,hdbmHllal 0. Pa tons ar.l ¢ by Saudi Crown Prince the kingdom viewed Iran preparedthegroundforthe aunchedatit romnga,some a ln.gs ortand
al-Maawali, Speaker of region,” Saeed Khatibzadeh ; hbori O _ othersshotdownbyitsIron Domeair defences.
he National Assembl said speaking at a press Mohammed bin Salman as a neighboring country deterioration of tensions It put the number of militants it has killed at
theNa , Y . about Tehran-Riyadh and aspired to have good betweenTehranand Riyadh.
ofthe Islamic Republic conferencein TehranonMay around 160.

of Pakistan Asad
Qaiser, Speaker of

Salient progress madein

of Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action

to the expert-level meetings held over the

Hamasbegan firing rockets nine days ago in
retaliation for whatitsaid were Israelirights

Algeria’s Council of the (JCPOA) and said, “This is a meetin . . . . abuses against Palestinians in Jerusalem
: . . , gthat pasttwoweeksinvariouslevelsinAustrian . .

Nation Salah Goudj 1}' ViennatalksonJCPOA: its negotiations will take more than two  capital Viennaandreiterated, “The situation guﬁﬁifr}:e ?g;sélﬂiﬂzaﬁz?&io;ﬁiﬁi?i:;che
Speaker of the Council A]'aghchi weeksandaconclusionwillbereachedand ~ was very tense. We held various meetings y &

of Representatives
of Irag Mohammed
Rikan Hadeed al-
Halbousi, and Speaker

Deputy Foreign Minister for the Political
Affairs said thatsalient progress hasbeen
made innuclear talks which is ongoingin
the Austrian capital Vienna and there are

delegations will return to the capitals for
consultations.”
Good and salient progresshasbeen madein
thelasttwoweeksand afewkeyissuesremain

atalllevelsbilaterally and multilaterally

between different delegations atthe expert

level. During these discussions, we tried to
conclude, resolve, or reduce differences on

sensitiveissue ofJerusalem, Hamasalso posed
achallenge toits mainrival, West Bank-based
President Mahmoud Abbas, who last month
cancelled aparliamentary electionin which the

i . o . . . " roup appeared likely to make gains.
ofthe Grand National somekeyissues thatneed tobedecidedin thatneedfurtherinvestigationand decision-  issuesofdisagreement: groupapp ey 5 .
Assembly of Turkey : o : : L . -, The currenthostilities are the most serious
the capitals. makingin the capitals, he said,adding, “We  Effective steps have been taken for writing - .
MustafaSentop. between the militantgroup and Israelinyears,

Inthetalks,the Iranian
Parliament speaker
called for consultations
among the leaders of
[slamicparliamentsto
condemnand prevent
the Zionist regime’s
atrocities that have

targeted civilians,

medical centers and . . . L .
evenjournalists. USlawmakers on Tuesday sent an anti-hate bill to US  "Together, these steps will make a significant difference
Palestinian resistance President]oe Biden's desk thataimsto preventviolence toaddresshate crimesinAmerica--notonly during this
movementsinthe Gaza against Asian Americans, following an alarmingrise pandemic, butforyearstocome,” Pelosisaid onthe House
Strip havekeptup their in attacl.<s including murders during the coronavirus ﬂoo.r,AFPreported. . .
armed response to the pandemic. White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki tweeted that Biden

Israeli attacks that,
since their onset on
May 10, havekilled213
Palestinians, including
61 children, 36
women,and 16 elderly
people.Atotal of 1,442

Hemadethe remarksbefore holding the Joint
Commission ofJoint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) on Wed.

He pointed to today’s Joint Commission

hope thatthiswillhappeninthe nextfewdays,
sothatwe can conclude onthoseissues when
we come to the nextround of talks.”

Elsewhereinhisremarks, Araghchipointed

negotiations."

thedraftt, hesaid,adding, “Nowisthe time to
continue ourvisitinthe capitalsand reacha
final consultation, so thatwe can continue the

andinadeparture from previous Gaza conflicts
have helped fuel streetviolenceinIsraelicities
betweenJewsand Arabs.

The House of Representatives passed the COVID-19 Hate
Crimes Actwith a strongbipartisan vote of 364 to 62, weeks
afteritcleared the Senate withnearly unanimoussupport.
Biden backs the legislation, which will speed up reviews
of COVID-related hate crimes against Asian Americans
and PacificIslanders, expand publicawareness about the
problem, and provide state and local governments with

guidance on how to combathate crimes.

____News |
US Congress Passes Bill to Fight Rise in Anti-Asian Crimes

"looks forward to signing thisimportantlegislationintolaw
atthe White Houselater this week."
Morethan 6,600 incidences ofanti-AAPI discrimination and
violence were reported between March 2020 and March
2021, Pelosisaid.
Seniors have been attacked and businesses vandalized,
while videos have shown Asian Americans getting stabbed,
beatenup and otherwise confronted in public spaces.

serving
asemergencyresponders

and health care providers.
The worst attack came in March in Georgia, where a

othershavealsobeen :
wounded during the House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said itwas criticaltosenda "These attacks are even more shamefulinlight of the Zl-year-old ma-nwasa.rres.ted and charge@mthg rpurder
assaults unified message on the importance of strengtheningthe heroism of our AAPI community during the pandemic,” ©feightpeopleincluding sixwomen of Asian origin who

nation's defenses againstanti-AAPIviolence.

Pelosisaid, noting thelarge numbers of Asian Americans

worked atmassage parlorsinand around Atlanta.




Iran's 76th naval flotilla dispatched to intl. waters

On Wednesday, the 76th [ranian navy flotilla, consisting of the Alborz destroyer and the Khark
helicopter carrier, were dispatched to international waters soas to carry out their missions.
Speakingatthe see-off ceremony of the 76th naval fleet who will carry out missionsin the
international waters, the Deputy Commander of first ImamatZone of Iran's Army Nay, second rear
Admiral AmirJalil Moghaddam said, “Today, the Islamic Republic of Iran, with all its might, is present
ininternational waters to protectthe interests and resources of the country.”

“Currently, onenaval group in the Northern Indian Ocean and anotherin the Red Seaare protecting

20000 Rials

theinterests of the Islamic Republic of Iran and its shippinglines against the aimful insecurities of
globalarrogance", he said.Today, in spite of the shortcomings and oppressive sanctions of the global
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arrogance, Iran’s Armynavy is shining through turning threats into opportunities.

news
overTalks with
Iran Lebanon’s
O FMCharbel
Irantrade with Wehberesigns

P1+5 slumped by
%19 inpast4 years

Lebanon's Foreign
Minister Charbel Wehbe
submitted hisresignation
o toPresidentMichel Aoun

on Wednesday following

Omanstill cyeimng thetensionscausedbyhis

Irangasimport criticisdm ofjaudiﬁrabia.

OnWednesday, Lebanese

from seabed o Foreign Minisi’er Charbel

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN Wehl?e ViSite(_j Lebanon’s

President Michel Aoun

Morning call to prayer : and  submitted his

04:26:59 resignation to him,
Alnashrahreported.

Noon call to prayer: Accordingto thereport,

2:59:53 Lebaneseforeignminister

Evening callto prayer: issaid to have resigned

20:17:49

High:34°c

Low:18°¢

followingtensionscaused
by his criticism of Saudi
Arabia.

Wehbe’s resignation
cameafter hisinterview
with Al-Hurra Network
aboutsomecountriesthat
created and financially
supported ISILterrorist
group.

Salient progress made in Vienna talks
onJCPOA: Araghchi 5

Palestine Inspired by Syrian Resistance:
Iran’s Defense Minister

Defense Minister of [ran Brigadier General Amir Hatami

hailed the Palestinian nation foradvancesin the struggle

againstlIsrael, saying they have been inspired by the

Syrian people’sresistance and fight against Takfiri

terroristgroups thatbenefitted from the Zionists.

Inameeting with the deputies of Syria’s
minister of Internal Trade and Consumer
Protection and minister of Industry,
held in Tehran on Wednesday, General
Hatamicondemned the Israeliregime’s
unforgiveable crime of massacring
defenseless childrenand womenin Gaza.
The Iranian defense minister said
the steadfast and persevering people
of Palestine have been inspired by the
resistance and fortitude of Syriansin the
war against Takfiri terrorist groups that
received supportfromthe hegemony and
the Zionistregime.

Notonly have Palestinians thwarted the
usurpingandillegitimate Zionistregime’s
objectives,butthey have turned the Israeli
dream of controlling regions from the Nile
tothe Euphratesinto the nightmare of
maintaining the terroristregime’s military

base after a transition from the “stone
Intifada to the missiles Intifada,” Hatami
added.

The defense minister further highlighted
Syria’s “strategic significance and role” in
the axis of resistance, stressing thatIran
will doits utmostto help protect Syria’s
territorial integrity and participate in
the process ofreconstruction of the Arab
country.

“The Defense Ministry’s economic
organizations stand with Iran’s private
sector activists for any cooperation and
collaborationinthereconstruction of the
friendly and brotherly nation, Syria, and
in the fulfillment ofits needs, and it will
spare no effort on this course,” Hatami
underlined.

The Syrian deputies, in turn, praised Iran’s
unmatchedroleinsupportingtheir country
thatresulted in the victory of resistance
over terrorism.

They also expressed hope that Iran’s
economic, trade and industrial cooperation
would help Syria in the process of
reconstruction in the same way that
Tehran’sassistance helped Syriadefeatthe
common enemiesinthe military arena.

China Says US Threatening Peace as Warship

Transits Taiwan Strait

China accused the United States on Wednesday of

threatening the peace and stability of the Taiwan Strait

after a US warship again sailed through the sensitive

waterway thatseparates Taiwan fromits giantneighbor.

Ansarallah playing a Velayati and Abdessalam
kevrole in progress of discussed thelatestregional
y . progres developments,aswell asissues
Yemeni movement: of mutual interest.
Velayati Hailing therole of Ansarallahin

Advisor to Iran's Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei said on Tuesday
that Ansarallah has been
playingakeyrolein progress
ofthe popularmovementofthe
Yemenipeople.

Ali Akbar Velayati made the
remarks during a phone
conversation with Ansarallah
spokesman Mohammed
Abdessalam.

the fightagainstthe plots ofthe
enemies ofthe “Greatpeople”
of Yemen, Velayati wished
furthervictories for Ansarallah
Movement.

He once again voiced Iran's
support for the Axis of
Resistance, saying Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei
urges the need for the
expansion ofbilateral ties.
Velayati, who is also the
secretary general of the World

Forum forIslamic Awareness,
said thatthe forumis goingto
hold avirtual meetingin the
near future to be participated
by Ulemas and freedom-
seekers from the Muslim
world.

The Ansarallah spokesman,
for his part, appreciated
the stances taken by the
Islamic Republic of Iran to
defend the Islamic Ummah,
the Palestinian people in
particular.

Abdessalam  said that
Ansarallahis confidentabout
Iran’s support for the Axis of
Resistance.

The US Navy's 7th Fleet said the Arleigh
Burke-class guided missile destroyer USS
Curtis Wilbur conducted a "routine Taiwan
Straittransit” on Tuesdayinaccordance
withinternational law.

"The ship's transit through the Taiwan
Straitdemonstrates the US commitment
toafreeand openIndo-Pacific. The United
States military will continue to fly, sail,
and operate anywhere international law
allows,"itsaid, Reutersreported.

A spokesman for China's Eastern Theatre
Command expressed strong opposition
and condemned the move, which comes
amid heightened tensions between the
two powers.

"The USactions sends the wrongsignals to
Taiwanindependence forces, deliberately
disrupting the regional situation and
endangering peace and stability acrossthe
Taiwan Strait,” he said.

Chinese forces tracked and monitored the
ship throughoutits voyage, he added.
Chinabelieves Taiwan's democratically
elected governmentisbenton a formal
declaration ofindependence fortheisland,

aredline for Beijing.

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen says they
arealreadyanindependentstate called the
Republicof China, its formal name.
Taiwan's Defense Ministry said the US
ship had sailed in a southerly direction
through the straitand the "situation was
asnormal”.

The US Navy hasbeen conducting such
operations every month or so.

The United States, like most countries, has
no formal diplomaticties with Taiwan but
isitsmostimportantinternational backer
and amajorseller ofarms.

Military tension between Taiwan and
Beijinghave spiked overthe pastyear, with
Taipei complaining of China repeatedly
sending its air force into Taiwan's air
defensezone.

Some of those activities can involve
multiple fightersand bombers.

China has said its activities around
Taiwan are aimed at protecting China's
sovereignty. Taiwan's government has
denounceditasattemptsatintimidation.

Vienna talks to
conclude with Iranian
peoplevictory

President Hassan Rouhani says
talksin Viennatorevive the Iran
nuclear deal will end with the
victory of the Iranian nation.
Speaking on Wednesday in the
meeting ofthe cabinet, President
Hassan Rouhani said that the
entire world is watching Iran’s
elections, saying, "We mustall

workhard for holding a glorious
election with ensuring people’s
health.”

Stating that the first step was
for the candidates to enroll, he
said, "The second step is the
announcement of candidates
by the Guardian Council, and it
isvery important that this step
encourages peopleand doesnot
slowthemdown.”

Rouhani also said that the
government has had a heavy

responsibility in a very
complicated situation that is
unprecedented foratleast 100
years,adding, "This government
hasmanaged the country withthe
lowest oilincome, while nobody
thoughtthatthe country’sbudget
wouldberealised without oil”.
“If we do not speak of the
country’s conditions in these
years, we have distorted the
history,” continued President
Rouhani.
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