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Attraction

SINETINS )
Kordolia: A
Unique Ancient
Underground
Cityin Heartof
Iran

TheKordoliaunderground
city,located in the town of
TiraninIsfahan province,
centralIran, is one of the
world’s most unique
subterraneancities.

The city measures more
than20squarekminarea,
datingbackto the Safavid
era.

“WhenKingAbbasIlI (year
1587) made Armenians
migrate tolsfahan,agroup
of them settled down in
the westernmost part of
Karvan county in Tiran
town and others dwelled
in Kordolia village,
beginning to getengaged
inagriculture and animal
husbandry,” says Mohsen
Mazaheri, the director
of the Cultural Heritage
Departmentof Tiran and
Karvantown.

Since then, bitterly cold
winter as well as the
temporary insecurity
gripping the area
prompted residents of
Kordolia village to dig
tunnelsundertheirhomes
toprotectthemselvesand
their cattle from freezing
cold.

All the tunnels contain
wide corridors and
labyrinthine chambers
whichare connectedtoone
anotherandtheyallforma
large underground city.
According to Mazaheri,
thelocal cultural heritage
department learned
about the existence of
suchasubterraneancityin
2016. After several visits
to the site, parts of the
underground city were
restored and fitted with
lights by the governor’s
office and other officials
and uponencouragement
bytheownersofthehomes
builton the ground ontop
oftheundergroundcity.
Availablerecordsaswellas
storiesrecounted by late
andelderlylocals suggest
the city has 80 entrances
andwasused to fight cold
and protectresidents and
their propertyas well as
their cattle.

Officials say three of the
entrances have been
restored.

“Therestored partis 400
meterslongand contains
40 chambers, measuring
around 2,500 square
meters,” saysan official.
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Varzaneh:
Safest Deserts OfIran
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Varzaneh is located 105km
southeast of Isfahan and 240km
away from Yazd.

It has a population of 14,000
sprawling over 23,000km~ at an
altitude of 1477m above sealevel.
Like mostparts of central Iran, ithas
aquitedry desertclimate.

Almost all of the year, it has the same
temperature of Isfahan city. The temperature
sometimes drops below zero in January
and February after midnight. Due to lack
of humidity, people feel less steamy and
disappointingweather in summer. Since there
ismuchless dustand almostno cloud in sky
insummer, ithasanideal areaaround for
stargazing. [f you travel in summer, avoid
visiting its desertfrom 11 in the morning
until 4 p.m.asthesandsareburninghot.Inall
neighborhood ofthe town, youwill see plenty of
Irandeserttraditional house and guesthouses.
Varzaneh was the last civilization on the
Zayanderud river since 5000 years ago. The
Zayanderud river ends at Gavkhouniwetland
whichis 30km east of Varzaneh. Within the
lands between wetland and Varzaneh, signs of
veryancientcivilization are unearthed. Further
investigations on some pots thathave been
discovered, confirms the fact that the district
ofVarzaneh hasbeeninhabited for 5,000 years.
Varzanehisfamousregionally and all over the
world forits spectacular desert, which ranked
asoneofthe mostaccessible deserts of Iran,
in particular for tourists coming to Isfahan
city. Many travellers like their desertclose to
civilization - that way they have food and water
easy toreach by car,and access to medical
centresinthe case ofany problem. Although,
Varzaneh desertisranked as one of the safest
deserts of Iran, it's only 15km away from its
sand dunedesert.

Women’s wearing:

The womenin Varzaneh wear white chadors
(afull-length fabricwrap, roughly semicircular
in form worn by women). Some believe that
peoplelivingin Zoroastrian era used to wear
white clothes and this tradition remained
unchanged up to the presenttime; others think
thatas cottonis produced and manufacturedin
Varzaneh, and the weatheristoohotinsummer;

people preferred to wear white clothes.

Handicrafts:

There are afew women in Varzaneh (the old
ones) who know how to make Sofre; a piece
of cotton texture (about 1sq meter) made of
colorful threads of cotton whichisused to keep
breadsafeand fresh.
0Old buildings
Masjed-e Jame (Jame Mosque):

The mosque and its 20-meter-high minarets
were builtc1100 - although the mosque was
largely rebuiltin the Timurid 15th century.
Thetile work (incorporating the name of Shah
Rukh, the son of Timur Lang) of the ivan (atall
vaulted portal or doorway, fully developed in
Seljuk architecture from the 11th century)
leading to the prayer chamber on the minbar
(astepped construction, often made of wood
orstone, situated near the mihrab withina
mosque, from which the Friday homily was
given) and the mihrab (aniche or panel, often
very decorative, showing the correctdirection
toalign oneself for prayer prostrations) is
splendid.Itis onthe mihrab thatthe date 1444
isrecorded, after the Koranicinscription (k3:
38-9). Thedifferentappearance of the north
ivanresults from 17th-century Safavid repairs.
Ghoortan 1000-year-old Fort
Have a shortvisitto Ghoortan Fort on the
bank of Zayande- rood river (90 kilometers
southeastofIsfahan, 12 kilometers west of
Varzaneh) and you’ll be one thousand years
backinhistory. Itisabout40000 square meters.
The fort was entered by two gateways. It has
fourteenround towers. Defense wallsare about
9meters high and 3 to 5 meters thick. The fort
ismade ofadobe. Four families areliving there.
Theold bridge:

It was built on Zayande-rood river in the
Deylamian and Seljuks era. Ithas ten arches.
Itis 67 meterslongand 6.5 meters wide. Each
archis4 meterswide.

GavkhooniWetland
From Varzaneh one could continue east for
25kms tovisit Gavkhooni wetland (longitude:
from 52°21°22" to 34" east, latitude: from
31°50°18" t0 33°43’50” north). The diversity
of the wetland environmentis sorich. The
mouthoftheriverislocated inthenorthandthe
northwest parts of the wetland. On the south,
thereisavastcoverage of salt whichis now
beingextracted and used.

Onthewestand south-westparts, thereisan

extended range of sand hills whichresultsina
totally differentinteresting panorama. Alarge
mountainrange encircles the land located on
the east. The Black Mountis on the edge of the
water.

*Gavkhooni wetland isa preserved ecosystem
inlran.Ithostsalarge numberofbirds who
migrate to this area during winter. Alarge
number of birds, most of which were geese
and flamingos, migrate to this area. Gavkhooni
wetland not only plays animportantrole in
reducing the severe heat of the area during
summer times, it is also considered very
important for the underground supply of
water and preventing the area from turning
intoadesert.

There are some attempts to introduce the
enormous potentials thisareahasinattracting
tourists. Not very far past, the area was the
settlement of alarge number of zebras who
became extinct due to the environmental
changes and uncontrolled hunting in the
region.

Differentspecies of birds and marine animals
stilllivein the area. By changing this wetland
toaninternational tourism destination,alarge
number of tourists will flood into the area
whichwould resultin attractinginvestment to
thisregionaswell.

From Varzaneh toward the southeast, driving
through a green panorama of cultivated lands,
agreatbigsand dune seemstoburstoutofthe
ground on theleft-hand side ofthe road. It was
5to 62 meters high and 45 km long. Its width
ranges from 1to 10 km.

Acuriousimpulse tells you, “Take your shoes
offand have fun.” You will simply disappear
over the top, and start slip-sliding up the
sloping face ofthe dune. Youwillmarvelathow
softand fine the sand is,and how pleasantly
coolitfeltbetweenyourrecently-liberated
toes. Whenyouarrive at the top your feet will
be greeted by slightly blowing sand and when
youreach the highest point on the dune, you
have the unique opportunity to survey the
surroundinglandscape. The hills have amore
varied character than what’s apparent. In
spring, due to seasonal raining, elsewhere in
thenearbyareaarea couple of smalllakes.
Everybody will be intrigued by the complex
patterns waves made on the dune - the wind’s
work-in-progress. While blowing, windsleave
surprising degrees of animationin these dunes.

WHERETO STAY

Espadana Hotel: Good Hotel
ByThe The River

The 3-star Espadana Hotelislocated inthe vicinity
ofthe spectacularZayandehrudriver. Thisactually
meansthatithasan easyaccesstothe magnificent
bridgesoverthisriver. The exactlocationisbetween
Si-o-Seh Pol Bridge and Ferdowsi Bridge, Ayineh
Khaneh Boulevard. Itis twenty-nine kilometers
far from Shahid Beheshti International Airport.
Inaddition, the Train stationistwenty kilometers
away. Zayadehrud Terminalisalso five kilometers
away.

IfIsfahanisyournextvacation destination, you
mustknow thatthere aretoo manybreath-taking
sightseeing. Because Isfahanisone of the most
culturaland historical cities of Iran. Si-o-Seh Pol
Bridgeisamazingly close to Espadana Hotel. Only
ahundred-meterwalkwilldo.Moreover, Naghsh-e
Jahan Square isinternationally famous forits
design and beauty. It has four eye-catching sites
around it. Therefore, you canvisitall fourwithina
four-kilometerdistance.Inaddition, thereare two
wonderful palacesthatare definitely worth avisit;
Chehel Sotoun Palace and Hasht Behesht Palace
thatislessthan fourkilometersaway. Furthermore,
VankCathedralisthreekilometers far. Accordingly,
ithas a dual significance for you in respect to
spirituality and historicity. Other must-see sites
are Menar]Jonban, Flowers Garden, Birds Garden,
Nazhvan Park, Natural History Museum,and many
others.

Thegeneral servicesthatprovide your comfortare
alobby, elevator; luggage room,and parking. Other
amenitiesarea 24-hourreception, shoe-shining
machine, dangeralarm, minibar,andlaundry. You
will also have a fresh breakfast every morning.
Because Espadana Hotelis B&B.Inaddition, you
can taste the unforgettable Iranian dishesin the
roofrestaurant. Plus, various snacks and drinks
areinthe cafe foryoutotry. Bringingkids with you?
the good news is Espadana Hotel is kid-friendly.
Accordingly, kids under fouryears ofage are free
of charges; butofcourse,in casetheydonotusethe
hotelservices.

Espadana Hotel rooms have numerous facilities.
Alltherooms feature a TV, Wi-Fi, telephone, safe
box,andrefrigerator. Moreover, thereisawestern
toiletand abathroomwith ashower; toiletries,and
slippers. Furthermore,aheaterandachillerare
there to make your favorite room temperature.
Additionally, A24-hourroomserviceisanother
pointyoushould takeintoaccount.

WHERETO EAT

Darian Persian Restaurant:
Aims'To Serve You Most
Delicious Iranian Cuisine

We offer authentic Persian Cuisine in great
ambience served in style. We serve Classic menu
everyday and on each day we serve one of the
sevenregional menusi.e. East, West, North, South,
Isfahani, Tehrani,and Shirazi delicacies.

Darian Persian Restaurantislocated onthe 3rd
floor of Isfahan City Center Malllocated south of
Isfahan (Esfahan) city. Itis one of the best Persian
Restaurantinthe city and serves delicious and
authenticIranian food. Darian boasts ofamenu
thatgoes farbeyond your typical fare. Besides the
classicalmenuwhichis served every day, we also
serve aauthenticregional cuisine from various
partsoflranoneachday.Soeach day ofthe week has
differentdishesto offer. The décor of the restaurant
istraditional whichisaperfectsettingforaleisurely
dinnerorabusinesslunch. Come here and enjoy
wonderful appetizers, kebabs, steaks and seafood
servedinstyle.




Russia welcomes foreign banks to join its money
transfer alternative to SWIFT

Official denies assigning Chabahar portto India
DeputyMinister ofRoadsand Urban Developmentand CEO of Ports and Maritime Organization (PMO)
Mohammad Rastad dismissed any claimbehind assigningof Chabahar PorttoIndia.

—r

Russiawelcomes foreign banks to join its money transfer alternative to SWIFT
Foreign bankswill soonbe able to become part of Russia’s money transfer network which
servesasanalternative to the traditional SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial

Telecommunication) system, a Russian official said.

“Non-residents will start connecting to us this year. People are already turning tous,” said First
Deputy Governor ofthe Central Bank of Russia Olga Skorobogatova, according to RT.

Earlier, the official said that by using the alternative payment system foreign firms would be
able to do business with sanctioned Russian companies.

Asof September, 416 Russian companies have joined the System for Transfer of Financial
Messages (SPFS), including the Russian Federal Treasury and large state corporations
including Gazprom Neft, Rosneft, and others, the Central Bank said.

Hepointedtothe Chabahar Agreementwhichisgoingtobe developed betweenIslamicRepublicofIran,
Indiaand Afghanistanandsaid, “with the coordination made in thisregard, members ofthis strategic

agreementwillbeincreased.”

Speakingonthesidelines of Coordination Council Meetingfor theimplementation of Chabahar Trilateral
TransitAgreement, hesaid, “accordingtothe estimates, more countrieswilljointheagreementin order
toturn ChabaharPortinto oneofthelargesttransitportsintheregion.”Today, itwas finally possible to
holdthe firstmeeting ofthe Coordination Council for theimplementation ofatrilateralagreementinked
betweenIran, Indiaand Afghanistaninthe shortesttime possible, Rastad maintained.“Fortunately, we
could hold thefirstsession of committee tofollowup the case, whichisgoingtobeheld in Chabaharin
thenexttwomonths,accordingtoArticle 10 ofthe Agreement,”he observed.
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[ ® [J [J [ What's News
SaudiArabiais violatingan OPEC
NEWS .
v + KeyChinese
agreementunder US pressure; Zangeneh banktohalt
Iran-EU dialogue on establishing transactions
special payments channel underway with Iranahead
Iranian deputy Minister of Petroleum, Amir Iran’s minister of petroleum of US sanctions

Hossein Zamaninia announced that expert-
level negotiations between Iran and EU on
establishing special payments channel are
underway.Amir Hossein Zamaninia said, “Iran
and EU are negotiating. Expert-level negotiations
between Iranand EU (Germany, UK and France)
on establishing special payments channel are

Bijan Zangeneh has said
Saudi Arabia bowed to US
pressure, andis violating the
Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC)
pact,reachedin]june,according
to which Saudi Arabia is not

A key Chinese bank
is preparing to halt
transactions with Iran
ahead of imminent
U.S.sanctions against
Tehran, according to

Reuters.
underway”.“We hope the special payments suppose toraiseits’ production. Kunlun, the largest
cl},annel would be established before.November conduitformoneyflows
4, headded.Iran and Europe are trying to work “In my opinion, this violation between ChinaandIran,

outthe special payments channel for maintaining
economicties with Tehranand for Iran’s oil, using
barterandlocal currenciesinstead of dollarsin
order to bypass US sanctions which go into effect
onNovember 4.

Iranian producers showcase

handmade goods, food in Amman

Atotal of 35 Iranian companies are showcasing
their productsin aten-day exhibition in the city
of Amman, Jordan.The fifth iteration of Iranian
products exhibition, organized by International
Promoters Company for Marketing & Exhibitions

has taken place under American
pressure on the Saudi rulers,”
Iran’s minister of petroleum Bijan
Zangeneh said on Tuesday in an
interview with Shananewsagency.

Zangenehreiterated Iran’s position
thatneither Saudi Arabia nor Russia
canreplace Iranian oil. “As [ have said
many times, thereisnoreplacement
forIranianoilin the market,” he said.
“Saudiand Russian oil production
isnow closetoits’highesthistorical

increased to its’ highestlevel by
388,000 barrels per day from May.
“Therefore, Russia cannotincrease
production furtherin the shortterm,

productionunder US sanctions.
“Bin Salman’s remarks can only
satisfy (US President Donald)
Trump.Nooneelsewill believe him,”
theIranian minister said then.

istelling clients thatit
will stop processing
payments from Iran
startingNov. 1, thenews
servicereported.

“We were told that
from Nov. 1 Kunlun
wouldnolongerreceive
paymentsfromIran,”an
executivewithaChinese
manufacturer  told
Reuters. "Thatbasically

(IPCO), kicked offon Wednesdayin Amman,which | level,andthetwo countrieshaveno \l/vithou.tinyestingin its’ upstream _ _ “Squdiand means.Iran Will have
will continue through Nov. 3. additional capacity to produce more mdu'stru-as.- Back in May, the. US withdrew — p o oil to §t01|)'1m.p0.rt1ng from
According to IPCO General Manager Raed Abu andreplace Iran’s oil,” headded. Iran.s mlmst.er of petroleum wroFe froma2015 m.ultllateral nucle'flr production C.hma. ChinaisIran'stop
Saadeh, the participating companies specialize | Theministersaid Saudi Arabiahad to hlS. S?‘Jdl counterpart _Khalld agreement ‘_’Vlth Iran and. said o owelose 01lbuyer§ndmostofthe
inhandmade carpets, foodstuffs, especially dairy | infactuseditsinventoriestorelease al-Fal}h inJulyto remlr_ld him that it WO.UId re-mtroduce. anti-Iran its’ highest transactions betwe.en
products, chips, nuts, leather products, accessories, about500,000 barrels per day (bpd) OPEC’s supply pact did not give sanctionsthathadbeenliftedunder historical level, the two countries

antiques and gifts.Iranian companies have been of more oil to the market between member cquntries the ri.ghtto raise the.accord.\./\/ashington II'einstatt.eda andthetwo are related to oil.The
active in the regional markets and exhibitions May and September. oil productionabovetheirtargets. seriesofunilateral sanctionsagainst countries have U.S.is set to reimpose
through the pastyears, showcasinga wide gamut Other OPEC members, meanwhile, SaudlAra_bl_a saidithasto usel.ts oil Fran in early August ar.1d wouldre- noadditional sanctions againstIran
ofgoodsand services had added only 105,000 barrels reservesifitwantsto coveroilloss imposeasecondbatchin November capacityto in early November
i ! o . — per day of extra oil in total during fromUSsanctionsonIran. whichwould primarily be meant to producemore following President

ranianpetro el.llll revenuesin the period, which means theyare ~Earlier this month, Saudi Crown  undermine Tehran’s oil exports. andreplace Trump's decision to
exceed expectations notcapable of producing more than Prince MuhammadbinSalmansaid US Treasury Secretary Steven Iran's oil” leavethe Obama-eralran

Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said

currentlevels, he said.

the kingdom was fulfilling promises

Mnuchin said on Sunday that

nuclear deal.The Iran

onTuesday the country’spetroleumrevenueshad | Asregardsnon-OPEC producers, tothe United Statestomakeupa  countries could win US consent for dealreducedsanctions
exceeded expectationsby 25%inthefirsthalfofthe | Zangeneh said, Russia’s oil shortfall in world oil suppllles someimports to continue 1.fthe.y on Tehran in exchange
currentfiscal year (started on March 21).Zanganeh production in September resulting from the loss of Iranian  reducetheirpurchasesoflranianoil. for the country's

added thathis ministrywould exertevery effort to
counteractthe outrageous US sanctions against
the Islamic Republic in various ways.He also

~
Z.ervo Iranian Oil Exports Outof

launched talks with other nations and already formulated

~

reductioninitsnuclear
abilities. Now that the
U.S.hasleftthe pact, it

stressed thatthe United States cannot stop Iranian the necessary mechanismsto foiltheUS attemptsat bringing has begun reimposing
oil exports by imposing sanctions on Tehran. Question: Minister Iran’s oil exports to zero with new sanctions. sanctions.

Warning that such restrictions will affect the Iranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh saidsince Saudi ~ “Ibelieve thatour (oil) exports could continue atasuitable In August, Washington
market’s stability, Zanganehsaid, aslongas the US Arabiahasacknowledged thatit cannotreplace thereduced leveland...Trump cannotreachhisobjective,” hetold reporters reimposedafirstround
targets Iran with sanctions, the volatility in the oil share ofthe Islamic Republicin global oil markets, the USplot ~ ataweekly press conference in Tehran on October 15. of sanctions against
marketwill continue.His words come in the wake to cutIran’s crude exports tozerois notgoing to happen. On May 8, US President Donald Trump pulled his country out Iran's  automotive
of claims by USally, Saudi Arabia, that Riyadh has “Saudi Arabia’s oil minister admitted to important facts  ofthenuclear deal knownas the Joint Comprehensive Plan of industry,aswellasgold

the capacitytoincrease outputto 12 million barrels
perday (bpd) from the current 10.7 million bpd.
However, in his Monday interview with the state
TV,Zanganeh said “as [ haverepeatedly said thereis
noreplacementfor Iranian oilin the market. Saudi
Arabiaand Russia’s outputis near their highest
level ever and they have no spare capacity to pump
moretoreplace Iran’s oil.”

yesterday and said it (Riyadh) could notreplace (lost) Iranian
oil” Zanganeh told reportersin Tehran on Tuesday evening.
The Saudiministeralso did notrule outthe possibility that oil
pricescouldincreasetoathree-digitnumber, Zanganeh added.
The Iranian oil minister further emphasized that cutting the
country’s crude exports down to zerois not possible.
Inrelevantremarks earlier this month, Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qassemi said the country has

Action (JCPOA), which was achievedin Viennain 2015 after
yearsofnegotiationsamongIranand the Group 5+1 (Russia,
China, the US, Britain, France and Germany), and announced
plans for new sanctions against Tehran.
The White House has also announced plans to getas many
countries as possible down to zero Iranian oil imports and
launch a campaign of “maximum economicand diplomatic
pressure” onlran.
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Robotic eventkicks offin Tehran
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Conference on Roboticsand
Mechatronics (IcRoM 2018)
started workin Iran University
of Science and Technology on
Wednesday.Achievements of
threeroboticfirmswillalsobe
putondisplayin the exhibition
which will be held on the
sidelines of the conference.
The conference focuses on
various fields like aerial
and underwater robotics,
bio-inspired robotics, cable
robots, cognitive robotics,
collaborative robotics,
control systems, humanoids,

systems, legged robots,
manipulation, mechatronics
systems, micro- and nano-
robots, modeling and
identification, motion
planning and learning,
opto-mechatronics, parallel
robotics, probabilistic
robotics, reconfigurable
robots, rehabilitation, robot
calibration, robot control,
roboticplatforms, service and
field robotics, social robotics,
telerobotics, vision systems,
visualrobotics and wheeled
mobilerobots.

andothermetals.Beijing
isfacinganincreasingly
tenuous situation as
the U.S. gears up to hit
Iran's financial and oil
sectorswithsanctions.A
businesswoman
speaking on the
condition ofanonymity
told Reuters that it is
unclear when Kunlun
willrestarttransactions
withIran.“Whetherand
when to resume the
servicesdependsonthe
international situation
after the sanctions
startonNov.5,” shetold
Reuters.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,186.5%
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Iran Free
Trade
Z.ones Plan
International
Bourse

stage, forging
interaction between
foreign investors and
their domestic peers,
proper distribution of
capital and directing
non-rial assets toward
businessesactive onthe
international level are
among the goals of the
international bourse,"
Bank was quoted as
saying by the Securities
and Exchange News
Agency.FTZs were first
authorized in 1993
in Kish Island, Qeshm
Island and Chabahar
Port. Later, Aras, Arvand,
Maku and Anzali were
added to thelist.Bank
had earlier said that
1,400 industrial units
were active inthe seven
zones.
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Iranraps UN
expert’sreport
forrelyingon
BBCnews

Iran’s delegate at the
UN Third Committee
criticized the UN expert
on freedom of opinion
and expression for having
trusted BBC news about
theIslamic Republic.
ZahraErshadi, the Iranian
diplomat speaking at
the Third Committee
(Social, Humanitarian
and  Cultural) on
Tuesday, reacted to
the report by the UN
Special  Rapporteur
on the promotion and
protection of therightto
freedom of opinion and
expression, David Kaye,
inwhichhehad criticized
Iran for restricting the
activities ofthe London-
based BBC broadcasting
company.She questioned
the reliability of a
broadcasting company
which is fed by British
authorities, saying
that Iran is the target
of a media war which
is planned, organized
and funded by hostile
governments.

The Iranian envoy also
questioned the role of
BBC and similar hostile
mediainpromotion and
defense ofhumanrights.

Iranto Unveil New Naval Achievement

Iran’s defense ministerannounced plans for unveiling a series of new homegrown military

products,includingamajorachievementin the naval industry.

Speakingtoreportersonthesidelines ofacabinetsessionin Tehran on Wednesday, Brigadier
General Amir Hatami said “multiple defense achievements” of the countryare going to be
unveiled as the Islamic Revolution will be celebratingits 40th victory anniversary in early
2019. According to the minister, one of the achievementsrelates to the naval industry.

Iranian military experts and technicians have inrecentyears made great headways in
manufacturing abroad range ofindigenous equipment, making the armed forces self-
sufficientinthe armssphere.Iranian officials have repeatedly underscored that the country
will nothesitate to strengthen its military capabilities, including its missile power, which
are entirely meant for defense, and thatIran’s defense capabilities will be never subject to
negotiations.Backin February 2018, Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei called for efforts to maintain and boostIran’s defense capabilities, hittingbackat

the enemies for disputing the country’s missile program.

Putin: Russia Surprised with Unfriendly

US Moves

Russian President Vladimir
Putin said thathis meetingwith
US President Donald Trump
in Helsinki was tough, but
useful, which is why Moscow
is surprised at Washington'’s
recentunfriendly steps toward
Russia.

“At the Dbeginning of our
conversation, I would like to recall
our meeting with the President
of the United States in Helsinki.
This was, in my opinion, a useful,
in parts even tough meeting and
conversation, but, ultimately,
constructive,” Putin said at the
opening of talks with US National
Security Adviser John Bolton in
Moscow, Sputnikreported.

The Russian president noted,
though, that Moscow was surprised
by Washington's unfriendly steps
stressing that "it is sometimes
surprising to see how the United
States is taking absolutely
unprovoked steps towards Russia,
which we cannot describe as
friendly."

Putinalsosaid thatitwould be useful
to continue the dialogue with hisUS
counterpartDonald Trump.
"Certainly it would be useful to
continue the directdialogue with
the US president, primarily on the
sidelines ofinternational events that
will take place soon, for example,
in Paris. Of course, ifthe American
sideisinterestedinthese contacts,”
Putinsaid.

In addition, Putin noted at a

Trump Calls Killing at Saudi Consulate

meeting with Bolton that he
intended to exchange views on
strategic stability, regional conflicts
and disarmament, and it "would
certainly be very useful," further
stressing thatboth officials "know
and talkalotaboutthe unilateral
withdrawal of the United States from
the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty."
"We recently heard about the
intention of the United States to
withdraw from the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, we
know aboutthe doubtsinthe [US]
administration aboutthe need to
extend New START, we hear about
theintention to deployindividual
elements of the missile defense
systeminspace,” hesaid.
Inhisturn, the US national security
adviser told the Russian president
that he considered it useful for
Russia and the US to find some
common points despite the existing

differencesrelated to the Russian
and the USnationalinterests.
Bolton voiced his hope thatall the
pressingissues of the Russian-US
agendawould be discussed during
thetalks. The senior official also told
the Russian presidentthat Donald
Trump would like to meet with him
onthesidelines of the upcoming
international meetingin Paris.
Prior to meeting the Russian
president, Bolton had a meeting
with Russian Security Council
Head Nikolai Patrushev on
Monday, during which the officials
discussed the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
(NPT), the Comprehensive Nuclear-
Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT), the Open
Skies Treaty, the Convention on
the Prohibition of Chemical
Weaponsand the Convention onthe
Prohibition of Biological and Toxin
Weapons.
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"itis
sometimes
surprisingto
seehowthe
United States
istaking
absolutely
unprovoked
steps towards
Russia, which
we cannot
describe as
friendly."

"Worst Cover-up Ever', Takes Steps to Punish
Saudi Arabia

USPresident Donald Trump on Tuesday ramped up hisrhetoricagainst Saudi Arabia
overthe death ofJamal Khashoggi, calling the kingdom’s efforts to hide the journalist’s
killing the “worstcover-up ever”,as Washington tookits first steps to punish Riyadh
overtheincidentthathastriggered global outrage.“They had avery bad original
concept,itwas carried out poorly and the cover-up was the worstin the history
of cover-ups,” Trump told reporters atthe White House, adding that “very simple.
Bad deal, should have never been thought of. Somebody really messed up”, The Hill
reported.Asked laterto clarify his comments, Trump stated that was condemning the
entire Saudi operation and notjustthe cover-up.

N

Rouhanicallson
Turkeytoconduct
impartial probeinto
Khashoggi’s murder
Iranian President Rouhanihas
called on Turkey to carry outan
impartialinvestigationinto Jamal
Khashoggi’'smurder; saying Saudi
Arabiawouldn’thave dared to
commitsuchacrimewithoutUS
backing.
Speakinginacabinetsession on
Wednesday, President Hassan
Rouhani described Jamal
Khashoggi’s murderashocking
incident, adding that Saudi
Arabiawould nothave dared to

commitsuch an organized and
premeditated murder without
supportfromthe United States.
[t seems that a tribe ruling a
country enjoys protection by
relying on the supportfroma
superpower that does not
allow international courts to
bringthem under question for
their crimesagainsthumanity,
Rouhaniadded.

He maintained that Yemeni
people would have not been
under Saudi-led airstrikesright
nowifitwerenotfor USsupport.
The president then called on
Turkish government to carry
outanimpartialand accurate
investigation into the brutal

murder of the Saudi dissident
journalistsothateveryaspectof
the crime, unprecedentedinthe
lastfewdecades,would become
knowntotheworld.

Rouhani maintained that the
stance of US, Europe, and other
countriesin the world toward
Khashoggi’s caseshowstheirtrue
stand onhumanrightsissues.
Hesaiditishard forthe world to
believe US claimsasadefenderof
humanrightswhenthe Western
country refusestotakeastance
againstKhashoggi’smurderdue
toa$450billion contractithas
signed with Saudi Arabia.
Rouhani said that more
reprehensible than the crime

andtheperpetratorsis thepower\
[US] thathas given Saudi Arabia
the couragetocommitthe crime.
Headded thatthe world today
is well aware of what kind of
regimesthe USsupports,aswell
asanother crime thatthe USis
goingtocommitonNovember4,
referringtotheimposition of US
anti-Iransanctions.
Rouhani further stressed that
Khashoggi’s case is a good
opportunity to shed more
light on the severe situation
of peoplein Yemen, Iraq, Syria
and Afghanistanwhoareunder
oppression with the help of
the money provided by those
criminals.
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UN: S.4 million war-hit Yemenis

need urgent food aid

The United Nations humanitarian chief says
the war on Yemen hasleftas manyas 8.4 million
peopleinthe Arabworld’salready poorestnation
inneed ofurgentfoodaid.Inall, 75 percent of
Yemen’s -22million-strong population needed
some sortofassistance, said the United Nations
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairsand Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mark
Lowcock.Remarkinginan analysis obtained by
the Associated Press (AP) on Monday, he said three
million Yemenis were malnourished, including 1.1
million pregnantwomen, “and more than400,000
severelyacutely malnourished children.”
Humanitarian officials “estimate that 3.5 million
to four million more people could become severely
foodinsecure in the months ahead,” the report
noted.If currenttrends continued, food needs
couldincrease “byasmuchas 62 percent,”itsaid.

FM spox explains Tehran’s
measures for securing return of
abducted guards

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram
Ghasemihastalked about the measures taken so
fartoensurethesafereturnof 12 Iranian border
guards that were abducted and crossed over
into Pakistanbeaterroristgroup.Inastatement
late Tuesday, Bahram Ghasemisaid political and
diplomatic measures were launched immediately
after 12 Iranian border guards were abducted
near the Pakistan-Iranborder point of Mirjaveh
on October 16. The guards were abducted by
the so-called Jaish ul-Adl terror group, which
is based in Pakistan, and are currently held
hostage in the neighboring country.Ghasemi
noted FM Zarif’s telephone conversation with his
Pakistani counterpart, the summoning of Pakistani
ambassador to the Iranian Foreign Ministry,and
the political meetings of Iranian ambassador to
Islamabad as part of the measures taken so far,
addingthat Tehran hasvoiced its deep concerns
and called on Pakistani governmentto take serious
and immediate actions for the release of the
Iranianabductees.

Anti-Regime Activist Deported by
Netherlands Arrested in Bahrain

Human rights activists say Bahraini officials have
arrested political dissident Ali Shuwaikh, whom
Dutch authorities deported earlier this month
after turning down his asylum request, as the
ruling Al Khalifah regime presses ahead with its
heavy-handed clampdown on pro-democracy
activistsin the Persian Gulfkingdom.The activists,
requesting notbe named, said Manamaregime
authorities detained Shuwaikh upon his arrival
from Amsterdam at Bahrain International Airport,
presstvreported.Meanwhile, Vice President
ofthe Salam for Democracy and Human Rights,
Yousifal-Muhafdah, said credible information
attests thatthe young Bahraini dissentis being
held atthe headquarters ofthe notorious Criminal
Investigation Department.

report

Rouhani: US Unable to Turn Nov. 4 into A Bitter Experience for Iran

The US governmentwould neverachieve
the objective of turning November 4 -
the anniversary of US Tehran embassy
takeover-into abitter experience for the
Islamic Republic, [ranian President Hassan
Rouhaniunderlined.

Addressing a session of the Supreme
Council of Cultural Revolutionin Tehran on
Tuesday, Rouhani played down concerns
aboutanewround of US sanctions thatis
goingto take effecton November 4.
“Today, the US government seeks to turn

Aban 13 (November4) into a bitter and
miserable experience for the Iranian
nation,” the presidentsaid.
Theresistingmorale of the greatIranian
nation and the Islamic Republic’s
courageous leadership, however, will
definitely defeat the US plots, Rouhani
stressed.

Everyyearon the 13th day of the Iranian
month of Aban, the Iranian nation holds
rallies across the country to mark the
anniversary of the US embassy takeover.

The former US embassy building in
Tehranisknown by Iraniansasthe “Den of
Espionage”.Meanwhile, the USgovernment
hasdecided to slap whatis calls crippling
sanctionsonIranon November 4 this year.

On May 8, US President Donald Trump
pulled his country out ofthe nuclear deal
known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), which wasachieved in
Viennain 2015 afteryears ofnegotiations
among Iranandthe Group 1+5 (Russia,
China, the US, Britain, France and Germany).

White House has
alsoannounced plansto drive Iranian oil
exportsdowntozeroandlaunchacampaign
of “maximum economicand diplomatic
pressure” onlran.
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Copper age potteries found in western Iran
Copperage potterieshave been found during the excavations conducted
inKhandan-tappeh site near Hamedan city in western Iran, head of
the speculation team said.“The site coversa4.5 hectareareaandis
thebiggest ofitskind in the area that contains copper age objects,”
said Reza Nazari-Arshad,according to the newsreleased by Research
Institute of Cultural Heritage and Tourism (RICHT).Khandan-tappehis
one ofthe mainancientmoundsin Bahar city near Hamedan, along with
Hegmataneh, and Zino-Abad archeological sites. The excavation project
aimsatdefiningtheborders ofthe archeological site to prepare programs to
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Economic prosperity to backin

Imam Ali square

"Strengthening and bringing back the
prosperity are two strategies in Imam Ali
Squaretosatisfy publicneeds," the director

of Imam Ali square project said.

"The construction of Jelo-Khan square atJameh
mosque and the surrounding projects are the
complementary plans of Imam Ali square project,”
Mahdi Rezaeisaid."Atask force hasbeen formed to
solve the problems ofthis project,"he added.
"Creatingurban public spaces with differentusages
like markets, attracting people's attention and
motivation to attend this square by introducing
the tourist attractions and capacities, and also
conductingresearchregarding people's views
toward Imam Alisquare are amongthe propounded
issuesinthistaskforce," he continued.

Ty o)

"1900 billion Rials have been spent to build this
construction project. According to predictions,
about 1400 billion Rialsis alsorequired to complete
the firstand second priorities of Imam Alisquare
project,"he continued.

Official denies assigning Chabahar
portto India

Value of vegetable, footwear
exports doublesin H1

According to the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration, the value of exports
forvarious types of vegetables and footwear
hasdoubledinthefirsthalfoflranian fiscal year
(Mar.21-Sep.22).

In the firsthalfofIranian fiscal year (Mar. 21
-Sep.22),the total weight of Iran’s non-oil
exports hitover 56 million tons, which shows
a3.27 decrease compared to the same period
lastyear. The total weight ofimportsin the
same period stoodat16.220million tons, which
indicatesa 9.3 percentdrop compared to last
year.

Value-wise, Iran exported a total of over 23$
billion goods, and imported 22.182$ billion,
whichregistered a positive trade balance of
940$ million.

According to the IRICA’s latestreport, Iran
exported 1.116 million tons of various types of
vegetables, plants, ediblerootsand tubersin the
firsthalfofthe currentlranianyear, generating
438$ millionrevenue. The figures show a %98
increase compared to the same periodlastyear.
Thereportputs the exportofvegetablesinthe
firstsixmonthslastyearat732,000 tons, valued
at221$ million.

Meanwhile, the country’s export of various
types of footwearreached 13,402 tonsin H1,
valued at 62$ million, indicatinga %3 increase
inweightand %54 increase in value compared
tothesameperiodlastyear.

Accordingto thereport, the footwear exports
stood at7,728 tons valued at40$ million last
year.

Artists' Mansion opened in

Isfahan

"Thereisn’t aspecial center for Isfa-

hani artists to communicate with
each other; we have to keep in mind
that Isfahan is proud of its artists,” Moham-
mad Eidi, the head of Cultural, Social, and
Sport Organization of Isfahan municipality

said.

Referring to "art" asamissing chaininthe
city, he said, "providing a space to bring
Isfahaniartists together is our concern
andithasbeenaddressedinthe meeting

with Isfahani masters and artists. Now with
openingup the "Artists' Mansion", we hope
thatthisaction will be the beginning ofthe
better and bigger events.l am optimistic
thatwe can turn Isfahaninto abestcity for
artloversasitusedtobeinthepast.
"Unfortunately, high levels of depression
among Isfahani peoplehasbeenreportedin
comparisonto othercities; buteven worse
due to thelack of waterin the Zayandeh-
roodriver,the depressionrateisincreasing,
soweneed theartist's helpin thisregard,”
Farideh Roshan, the head of cultural
commission of Isfahan city council said.
"The successful completion of an
activity highly depends on the skill of
theresponsible experts; in a historical
metropolislike Isfahan which is the cradle
ofIran's culture and art, there should be
more attention to allocating special spaces
forartists,” Roshan emphasized.

"Art and music are the mostimportant
elements thatcan help peoplein Isfahan
and save them from depression,” she noted.

Istmeeting of working group on
Caspian Sea status to be held in Baku

The first meeting of the working group on
the status ofthe Caspian Seais planned tobe
heldin November 2018 in Baku, Azerbaijani
Foreign Minister, Elmar Mammadyarov said
inaninterview with RIA Novosti.

"In order to effectively implement the
Convention onthe Legal Status ofthe Caspian
Seaandreview cooperation on the Caspian
Sea, the heads of state at the Summitin
Aktaudecided to establish aworking group
atthelevel ofdeputy foreign ministers -
plenipotentiaries of the Caspian states.
There are plans to hold the first meeting
ofthis group in Bakuin November 2018,"
Mammadyarov said.

The minister also noted thatthe heads of
state instructed to begin coordinating a
five-sided agreement on the method of
establishing directbaselinesinthe Caspian
Seatodetermine the territorial waters of
coastal countries.

Thisissuewillbethe mainagendainthenew
stage of negotiationsin afive-sided format,
Mammadyarovadded.

Heunderlined thatsigning the Convention
onthe Legal Status ofthe Caspian Seawasa
truly historic event, marking the goodwill of
the five coastal states.

"The mainssignificance ofthis document for
Azerbaijanisthatitdefines the sovereign
and exclusive rights of coastal states to use
therichnatural resources ofthe sea. Thus,
the Convention ensures the consistency
and safety of various projectsin the oiland
gasindustry,as well astheimplementation
of other economic activities atsea,” the
ministersaid.

In addition, Mammadyarov noted the
Convention determines territorial waters
and fishing zones, which are subject to
sovereignty and exclusive rights of coastal
states.

On Aug.12,the heads offive Caspian states
signed the Convention on the Legal Status
ofthe Caspian Seaatthe 5th Summitofthe
Heads of Caspian Statesin Aktau -ahistoric
documentfortheregion, workonwhichhas
been carried outfortwo decades,since 1996.
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