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Iran planning to export

electricity to Oman

Iranian Energy Ministry’s Spokesman for Electricity
Industry Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi said the country
ispursuingaplan for exporting electricity to the
southern Arab neighbor Oman through the sea. “For
the countries that we share a water border with,
studies are underway thatneed to be completed
so thatthe two countries canreach aconclusion
on technical issues, and the plan for the export
ofelectricity to Omanis also at this stage,” Rajabi
Mashhadisaid.Accordingto the official, the Energy
Ministry’s priority planistohave electricity exchange
with all the neighboring countries that share land
borderswithIran,and this planis currentlyin place.
Regarding the southern Arab neighbors, Rajabi
Mashhadi said: “Technical talks have been held
between consultants and contractors and some
solutions have been considered, but no energy
exchange contracthasbeensignedyet.”
Mentioningthe electricity exports to Afghanistanand
Iraq, the official noted that exports to Afghanistan
andIraqare carried outasbefore. “There are good
capacitiesin the country for increasing exports to
Afghanistan, which has new demands to supply
electricity toitsindustries and increasing exports
tolraqisalsoamatter of negotiation,” he added.
“Currently, we have energy exchanges with both
countries within the contractual capacity, and we
have nothad any specific negotiations to increase
exports. Requestshavebeen made by both Iraqand
Afghanistantodo so,buthave notyetledtoanew
contract,” Rajabi-Mashhadireminded.Earlier this
month, the head of Trade Promotion Organization
oflran (TPO)’s Arab and African office announced
thatIranis planningto commence exports of gas
and electricity to Oman in near future.Referring
tothe developmentoflran’s trade program with
neighboring Arab countries, Farzad Piltan said, “We
are pursuingthe exports of gasand electricity as two
Iranian exportprojectsto Oman.”[ran has developed
intoanelectricity hub in the region, having power
exchanges with many ofits neighbors. “We are an
energy hubintheregionand seekto have electricity
exchange with all the neighboring countries,” Iran’s
Deputy Energy Minister Homayoun Haerisaid back
inJune2020.

Iranurges South Korea
to take practical actionin
releasingitsassets

South Korea must take practical action as soon as
possible toresolve the problems between the two
countries, including unfreezing Tehran's blocked
assets, Iran's deputy foreign minister says.South
Korean Deputy Foreign Minister ChoiJong-kan, who
was in Tehran asamember of the Prime Minister's
Office, metwith the Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi on Monday.Referringto the South
Korean Prime Minister's visit to Tehran, which is
unprecedented in the history of relations between
the two countries after the Islamic Revolution,
Araghchisaid "By exchanging staffatsuchalevel,
people expectamajor change inrelations between
the two countries. Therefore, South Korea must
take practical action as soon as possible toresolve
the problems between the two countries."He
continued "Theillegal action of South Korean banks
infreezingIran'sfinancial resources has caused
thelossofranian nation's trustas well as loss of
South Korea's status for the Iranian nation which
willnotbe easy to compensate."ChoiJong-kanalso
expressed satisfaction with hissecond visitto Iranin
the pastthree monthsas South Korea'sdeputy foreign
minister, stressing thatresolving problems and
strengtheningrelationsareamongthe top priorities
inbilateralrelationsand the developmentofrelations.
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Essential Goods Imports Hit12$
Billionin Fiscal 21-2020

Over 23 million tons of essential goods

worth 12§ billion were imported into

Iran during the lastIranian year (March

21-2020),according to the spokesman

of the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs

Administration.

NEWS

T billion pertained

to livestock and

“Thelion’s share
of this sum
amounting to
13.44 million
tonsworth $3.74

poultry feed. Thisvolume
accounted for 58% and
31% of the weight and
value oflastyear’s total
essential goodsimports
respectively,” Rouhollah
Latifiwasalso quoted as
sayingby IRNA.

Also known as necessity
goods, essentialgoodsare
products consumers will
buy, regardless of changes
inincomelevels.

The spokesman noted
that corn stood at 9.78
million tons worth $2.5
billion, soymeal reached
1.82 million tons worth
$793.94 millionandbarley
constituted 1.83 million
tons worth $457.32
million.

“Some 2.34 million tons
of oilseeds worth $1.25
billion,inadditionto 1.14
million tons of refined
edible, semi-solid, liquid
and unprocessed oils
worth $1.06 billion, were
imported during the
period underreview,” he

added.
Theimportsalsoincluded
14,798 tons of human
medicine as well as
medical equipmentworth
$1.64 billionand atotal of
451,000 tons of livestock
and poultry medicines
worth $64.16 million.
“Our food imports also
included 936,809 tons of
riceworth $868.53 million,
3.02 milliontons of wheat
worth $841.23 million,
more than 1.01 million
tons of unrefined sugar
worth $370.66 million,
64,822 tons of dried tea
leaves worth $329.12
million, 175,260 tons of
differentkinds of pulses
worth $144.04 million,
30,487 tons of frozen or
coldheavylivestockmeat
worth $133.27 million,
9,801 tons of butterworth
$51.46millionand 4,422
tonsoflightlivestockmeat
worth $29.17 million,”
Latifisaid.

the
imports
of essential goods for

According  to
spokesman,

industrial  purposes
and production mainly
consisted of51,415 tons
ofindustrial machinery
worth $510.8 million,
207,583 tons of different
types of paper worth
$190.1 million, 231,064
tons of paper pulp worth
$181.06million, 252,204
tons of fertilizers worth
$153.08 million, 9,074
tons of pesticides and
insecticidesworth $86.27
millionand 6,019 tons of
seeds of differentkinds
of plants worth $83.63
million.

The IRICA spokesman
concluded that 76,716
tonsofheavyvehicletires
worth $282.84 million
were imported over the
period.

ChinaTopsListof Imports
According to Mehdi
Mirashrafi, the head of

Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration,
Iranimported 3.5 million
tons of essential goods
worth $9.7 billion from
China, 5 milliontonsworth
$9.6billion from the UAE,
$4.3 billion from Turkey,
2.2milliontonsworth$2.1
billion fromIndiaand 1.2
million tons worth $1.8
billion from Germany in
theyeartoMarch 20.
Iran’s total foreign non-
oil trade stood at 145.7
million tons worth $73
billioninthefiscal2020-
21.

Exports accounted for
112 million tons worth
$34.52billionandimports
constituted 34.4 million
tonsworth $38.5 billion of
thesum.

Iran’s main exports
included gasoline, natural
gas, polyethylene, propane
and pistachio, with the
latter alone earning $1.2
billion.

Iran toinitiate mass
production of COVID
vaccines next week

Chairman of Executive Office of Imam
Khomeini's Order said on Tuesday that
Barekat Foundation will start mass
production of COVID-19 vaccines next
week from April 21.

Speaking to IRNA, Mohammad Mokhber
expressed satisfaction over the process
of mass production of COVIran Barekat

vaccines.
Firstphase of preparing the vaccine with
capacity of producing three million doses
hasended, Mokhbersaid.
Some 12 million doseshave been planned
for the second phase, he added, noting
thatmain partofcountry’s need will be
metby the products.
Asked whether Iran will export its
indigenousvaccine or not, Mokhber said
thatIran's priorityisthe domesticneeds.
He expressed hope that public

vaccination with home-made vaccine

willbeginas ofKhordad, the third Iranian
month whichwill starton May 22.

On December 29, 2020, Barekat

Foundation conducted human trial of
COVID-19 vaccine by injectingitto the
firstvolunteeratthe first phase.

In February, a member of national

anti-coronavirus committee Dr Minoo
Mohraztold IRNA that mass production
of COVIran Barekatvaccines willbe under
the highestinternational standards.
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What's News

Iran, Russia
firms tomake
Jjointinvestment
inproducing
medicines

Iran’s International
Naft Gas Prom Pars
Company (INGP Pars)
and Russian Transneft
company signed an
agreementoninvestment
inproducingmedicines,
biotechnology and bio-
engineering.

The Russian company,
according to the
agreement, commits to
investand transferlatest
technologytothe Iranian
companyandlocalizeitto
launchseveral projectsin
thoseareas.
Theprojectsagreedtobe
invested and launched
include:

1)  Production of
special medicines for
preliminary creation
of multiple-factor
immunity of the person
againstalarge number
of kinds of viruses,
including existing and
future strains of the
virus COVID-19 and
retroviruses.

2) Productionofantiviral
medicines to fight
againstalarge number
of kinds of viruses,
including existing and
future strains of the
virus COVID-19 and
retroviruses.

3) Production of the
latest Russian antiviral
vaccines against a
large number of kinds
of viruses, including
existing strains and
future strainsofthe virus
COVID-19, retroviruses.
4) Production ofvarious
importantmedications
withvarious natures of
aneffectagainstvarious
diseasesoftheperson.
5) Production of
biologicallyactive agents
whichhavegreatdemand
in the international
markets.

6) Creation of several

autonomousnetworksof
NO 737 m Solution: NO 736 m smallspecialized medical
clinics.

7 4 3 4 8 7 1 2 6 5 9 37 idle industrial units revived in Qom 7) Creation of a

. specialized  Iranian

6 |3 57 1|9 6 4|2 g 3| provinee

Asannouncedbyaprovincial cycleinthe presentyear. 1mplement.at10n of

9 2 5 2 9 6 5 3 8 1 7 4 official, 37 idle industrial As announced by Deputy several  investment
unitswererevivedinlIran’s Industry,Mining,and Trade programs.

5 6 1 8 9 6 '7 3 5 4 2 central Qomprovinceduring Minister Mehdi Sadeqi 8)Creat10nofaresearlch
the past Iranian calendar Niaraki, 1,500idleindustrial netwlorkofcommerc.lal
year (endedonMarch20).  unitshavebeenrevivedin medical laborat(')rles

3 4 2 5 1 8 9 7 3 6 Azizollah Qorbani, the thecountryduringthe past ‘.toforms'teadyreglonal
director general ofeconomic year. international research

7 2 6 3 7 4 2 5 8 9 1 affairs coordination office According to Niaraki, over busmess.. .
of Qom governorate, said 6,500 new industrial units 9) Yaccmatwp of all
8 7 9 1 4 8 5 6 3 2 7 thatrevivingtheseunitshas were also established Iranians against all
createdjobsfor 605 persons. across the country during e?ﬂstlng strains of the
8 6 2 3 4 7 9 1 5 Accordingtotheofficial, 35 the mentionedyear which VlrusCOVID-'19.
9 2 idleunitsarealsoplannedto createdjobsforover121,000 10)Lauth1ngseveral
3 7 5 3 2 9 1 4 6 8 comebacktothe production people. medicalclinicsinlran.
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Syrian Army
Begins
Clearing Raqqa
Province

of Daesh
Terrorists:
Report

Syrian military forces
have begun clearing
the countryside of
Raqga province of
Daesh (ISIL or ISIS)
remnants where they
are separatingareas
occupied by the army
from those controlled
by the Qasad Kurdish
militias (SDF forces).
Citing field sources,
Al-Mayadeenreported
on Monday that
the Syrian army is
preparingtolauncha
sweepingoperation
againstDaeshsleeper-
cellsinthe countryside
ofRagqaprovince.
The campaign aims to
prevent the Daesh’s
cells from "launching
anynew attacksinthe
area,” according to
the sources, who also
revealed thatmilitary
reinforcements from
the Russian military
police, the Syrian
army, and the Syrian
National Defense
troops have arrived
at Tabga Military
Airport, which serves
as a joint military
operations room for
the forces of Syrian
armyand the Russians.
The sources also
indicated that the
campaign aims to
sweep the two desert
cities of Rusafa and
Sufyan, as well as
Jabal Al-Bishri, in
conjunction with the
launch of preemptive
Russian and Syrian
raids on the rugged
Jabal Al-Bishriarea.
The campaign also
aims to "fully secure
the countryside
connecting the
governorates of Deir
Ez-Zur, Raqqa, and
Hama, and eradicate
any activity of Daesh
cells in the area,”
according to the
reports.

Terrorist attacks by
Daesh cells have
escalated in recent
months on the
axes of Deir Ez-Zur,
Palmyra, and Hama
countryside, as well
as attacking buses
and tankers as they
move through the
area'sroads, resulting
in casualties among
civiliansand the Syrian
military.
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Govt. spox:
Properretaliation awaits Zionists for

Natanzincident

Iran willretaliate properly to the Israelis’ bold act of terrorism
regarding the incident in a nuclear facility in Natanz, the
government spokesman said.Addressing his weekly presser
on Tuesday, Ali Rabieisaid Iran reserves the right to give the
proper response to the Zionistregime’s act of sabotage in the
Natanz nuclear facility inright time and right place.“We will not
allow the enemies to achieve their political goals through such
actsofterrorism,” he stressed.He added, “This terrorist move
shows the defeat of the enemies ofthe country'sindustrial and

Iran’s ambassador to the Vienna-based

international organizations said the uranium

enrichmentactivities atthe country’s Natanz

nuclear facility have not come toahaltdespite

arecentactofsabotage.

Inaninterviewon
Monday, Kazem
Gharibabadi,
whoisalsolran’s
ambassador to
the International
Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), said thatthe
damaged IR-1 centrifuges
have beenreplaced quickly

NEWS

political progressin preventing the Islamic Republic’s significant
developments on the one hand and successful negotiations to
lifttheillegal sanctions on the other."He reiterated Tehran’s call
ontheinternational community and the International Atomic
Energy Agency to address this nuclear terrorism properly,
stressing thatIran will firmly continue its path of development
inthe nuclear technology sectorin order to thwart the enemy
plots.Power at Natanz was cut across the facility Sunday, but
officials said there was no casualty or damage, nor was any
particular contamination or problem.Reactingto theincidenton
Monday, Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said,
"Theappallingincidentthattook place in Natanz was the work
ofthe Zionistregime, given whatit was repeatedly saying before

No Interruption to Enrichment in Natanz
Nuclear Site: Iran’s IA EA Envoy

and whatisstillbeing heard from
various sources these days."
"Gladly there was no human
or environmental damage, but

it could have certainly led to a
catastrophethatisacrimeagainst
humanity, whichisnotuncommon
inthe thuggish nature of the Zionist
regime," Khatibzadeh said.

The new act of sabotage

after
representatives from Iran, China, Russia and the European
Union gathered in Viennalastweek to discuss the US removal of
sanctions on the IslamicRepublic.

came

NEWS

Turkish bank calls for end of

US anti-Iranian prosecution
Turkey's Halkbankurges end of US prosecution
allegingIransanctionsviolations.

Accordingto Reuters, alawyer for Halkbank told
aUSappeals courtthatthe state-owned Turkish
lender was immune from US prosecution and that
anindictmentaccusingitofhelpinglranevade
Americansanctions should be thrownout.
Inarguments before the 2nd US Circuit Court of
Appealsin Manhattan, Halkbank’s lawyer Simon
Latcovich said the US government had no basis
toassertcriminal jurisdiction over the bank,and
thatthe bankwas “synonymous” with Turkey for
purposes ofimmunity.

Halkbank has pleaded not guilty to bank fraud,
moneylaundering, and conspiracy charges overits
alleged use of moneyservicersand frontcompanies
inIran, Turkey,and the United Arab Emirates to

with others capable of 50
percent more enrichment
capacity.

He added that the latest
generation of Iranian-
manufactured centrifuges
would alsobe setupinthe
nuclear facility in the near
future.

His remarks came just a
dayafteranactofsabotage
targeted the electricity
distribution network of
Ahmadi Roshan nuclear

uranium enrichment center
locatedincentral Iran.

Theattack caused ablackout
and the disruption of the
operations of this sensitive

nuclear facility which
hasbeenunderthe IAEA’s
safeguards and extensive
monitoring.

“The full responsibility
forthisactofsabotagelies
with the Zionist regime of
Israel and its supporters,”
Gharibabadi further said,

adding thatthe attack was
aimed at weakening the
morale and efforts of Iran’s
nuclear scientists, Press TV
reported.

“Experience has shown
that Iran has emerged
stronger than before after
such desperate acts of
sabotage,” he stressed.He
saidapartfromreplacingthe
damaged centrifuges with
more powerful onesanda
planto add new machines

to the facility, anumber of
other technical measures
arealsoplannedtobe taken,
in response to the Sunday
attack, that would be
reported to the IAEA this
week.Elsewhere in his
remarks, Gharibabadi said
that Iran had sent a letter
to Rafael Grossi, the IAEA’s
chief,askinghimto condemn
the act of sabotage against
the Natanz Fuel Enrichment
Plant.

evadesanctions.

Prosecutorsaccused the bank of converting oil
revenue into gold and then cash to benefit Iranian
interests and documenting fake food shipments to
justify transfers of oil proceeds.

Theyalsoaccused HalkbankofhelpingIransecretly
transfer $20 billion of restricted funds, with at
least $1 billionlaundered through the US financial
system.

Zarif Raps Actof'Sabotage at
Natanz Nuclear Sitein Letter
to UN Chief

Inaletter to United Nations Secretary-General

facility in Natanz, whichisa

Antonio Guterres, Iranian Foreign Minister

Iran Condemns EU's
Blacklisting of Officials

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesperson
condemned the European Union’s move
toblacklistseveral Iranian officialsand
institutions onacharge of “humanrights
violation”.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran strongly
condemns this move and considersit
invalid,” Saeed Khatibzadeh saidin a
statementon Monday.

“Such acts are committed by those who
claim to be supporters of, and falsely
preach (respect for) human rights
with political motives, but they have

added.

notonlyremained silentin the face of
violations of Iranian people’srights due
tothe United States’ inhuman and illegal
sanctions, butalso approved of such
violations," he said.

"Suchactsarerejected and will further
disgrace those who abuse lofty concepts
suchas humanrights,” the spokesman

“Inreaction to this EU move, the Islamic
Republicof [ran’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs suspends comprehensive talks
with the European Union, including
human rights discussion, and all
cooperation thereof, especially in the
domains of terrorism, narcotics and

refugees,” Khatibzadehnoted.

rights-related grounds.

“Inreactionto thismove bythe European
Union, the Islamic Republic of Iranis
considering (imposing) reciprocal
sanctions, which will be announced
indue time,” he said, according to the
Foreign Ministry’s official website.

His comments came after the European
Union announced it has imposed
sanctions ranging from travel bans
to asset freezes on eight Iranian
individuals, including the Commander
ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) Major General Hossein Salami,
and three prisons on baseless human

Mohammad Javad Zarif strongly condemned the
deliberate targeting of Iran’s nuclear facilitiesas a
“war crime.”Iran’s top diplomat sentthe letter to
the UN chiefon Monday,aday afterasabotageattack
targeted the electricity distribution network of
Ahmadi Roshannuclear facility in Natanz, whichis
auraniumenrichmentcenterlocatedin central Iran.
The attack caused a blackoutand the disruption
ofthe operations of this sensitive nuclear facility
which hasbeenunder the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)’s safeguards and extensive
monitoring.Zarifsaid in hisletter to Guterres that
thetimelyand professional containmentmeasures
adopted by the highly dedicated management
andstaffofthe NFEP and Iranian Atomic Energy
Organization averted what could have become a
human and environmental catastrophe.

Zarif:
Sanctions, sabotage not to provide US
withnegotiating tool

Emphasizingthatlranhasnoproblemreturningtoits commitments,
the Iranian Foreign Minister said thatsanctions and sabotage not
willnotprovide USwith negotiatingtool.

Mohammad Javad Zarifmade theremarksina joint press conference
with his Russian counterpartSergey Lavrovon Tuesdayin Tehran.
Zarifsaid thathe had serious and friendly talks with Lavrov on the
JCPOAto further cooperateinliftingsanctions.

Appreciating the strong position of the Russian Federation
againstthe sabotage in Natanz, he stressed the need for continued
cooperationbetween the two countries.

"It is also necessary for the United States to return to its
commitments withoutany delay and to liftall sanctions, and Iran
willtake action afterthe verificationaswell," headded.

"We have no problemreturning to JCPOA commitments, as the
Leadersaid, butthe Americans should knowthatneither sanctions
nor sabotage will give them the meanstonegotiate. These measures
will only make the situation more difficult for them," the Iranian
foreign minister stressed.

Referring to the cooperation between the two countries in the
field of countering coronavirus, Zarif said, "We hope that with the
agreementreached between the two countries, the production of
Sputnikvaccine will startin Iranand itwill be possible to buy more
ofthisvaccine from Russia to meetourneeds. Thisisagood ground
forwider cooperationbetween Iranand Russia."

Inresponse toaquestion abouttherecentapproachandactions
ofthe Europeans, he noted, "Inrecentyears, the European Union

hasshown thatitis graduallylosingitsrelevanceininternational
relations by failingto meetits obligations and succumbing to US
pressure. Instead of condemning the US move to posea terrorist
threattothefood and medicine security of 82 million Iraniansand
to take serious action againstthe enrichmentsite incident, they
simplyignoreditandatthe sametimeimposed sanctionson Iranian
military officials. These only make the European Union proveto the
worldthatithasnoplaceintheworld."
"The European Union s, in fact, following not only American
policies, butalso the mostextremist groups within the United States
andtheZionistregime, and thisisa greatshame for Europe," Zarif
highlighted.
The Foreign Minister described the EUactioninimposing sanctions
onanumber of Iranian officialsas destructive, saying, "We will deal
with thisaction. Yesterday, we announced some ofthe decisions of
the Islamic Republicregardingthisaction,and weare considering
sanctionsagainst Europeanswhowereinvolvedinthisillegalaction,
and wewill continue this process."

"Europe mustknowthatitisnotinamorally superior positionand
cannotpreach totheworld," Zarifnoted,adding, "A Europe in which
xenophobiaand anti-Islamism have created terrible conditions for
Muslims hasneitherareputationnora place to sanction Iranian
officials."

Referringto the claim of the dissident media that the activities of
the Natanz site would be delayed for 9 months, the Iranian foreign
ministersaid, "Whathappened in Nazanz makesit possible for [ran
tolegallydoanythingtoadvance nuclearprogresstocompensate for
thisterroriststupidity. In the near future, Nazanz will move forward
withmoreadvanced centrifuges."

Notingthatinvestigationsare underway aboutthe perpetrators of

the

Natanz incident, he

stressed, "Ifthe Israeliregime is responsible, it will be
responded.”
Zarifwentonto stress, "Ifthe Zionists think they can prevent the
lifting of sanctions againstthe [ranian people, they are wrong. Iran
willbe strongerbothin terms of negotiations and nuclearissues
afterthisincident.”
Headingahigh-ranking delegation, Lavrovarrived in Tehran on
Monday eveningupon the official invitation of Zarifand as part of
political consultationsbetween the foreign ministers of Iran.
AccordingtoIran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh,
the new round of talks between the top [ranian and Russian
diplomatsincludesvariousaspects ofbilateral relations, regional
issues, especially the latest developmentsin the Caucasus, Syria,
Yemen, and Afghanistan, cooperation between the two countries at
regionalandinternationallevels,aswellasimportantissuessuchas
JCPOA, countering US unilateral movesandillegal sanctions.




Iran Mission calls on EU to strongly condemn Natanz attack

Embassy of Iran to Belgium and Iran Mission in European Union called on the EU to strongly
condemn theattackasathreatto international peace and security.In atweet on Monday, Iran
Missionin European Union wrote, “The int'l community should nottake the recentattack on #Natanz
lightly.""The EUisrequested to strongly condemn thisattackasathreattoint'l peace and security and
asadeliberateactofterrorismagainstIran’sinternationally monitored civilian nuclear facilities," it

added.The spokesman for the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) Behrouz Kamalvandi
said on Sunday thatanincidenttook placeina partofthe electricity distribution network of
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6 National Center
No Interruption f';‘"' ?l‘lia;‘t“m
o o ee 010
to Enrichmentin s
. Ali Akbar Salehi, head
Natanz Nuclear Site of the Atomic Energy
B Organization ofIran, was
. present at a ceremony
Il'anplanmngto opening the National
exportelectricity to Center for Quantum
Oman Technology. He talked
o aboutprogresses made
CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN ?Y t}_le I-raman scientists
inthisfield.
Morning call to prayer : Calling quantum
05:10:16 technology “a very
111 importantfield” hesaid,
Noon call to prayer: “Today we experience
13:03:34 quantum in the fields

Evening call to prayer:

19:50:22

WEATHER

of computers, biology,

sensitive sensor
construction, and
simulation.”

Salehi,anuclearphysicist,
also said, “Today,
advanced countries are

investingbillionsin this
field,and Iranisthe only
leading country in this
fieldin WestAsia.”

Shahid Ahmadi Roshan facility in Natanz.In his reaction to the incident that occurred in Natanz
Nuclear Site, Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) Chief Ali-Akbar Salehisaid thatIranreserves
therightstoactagainstperpetrators ofthe Natanzincident.Natanzis a uranium enrichment center
located inthe city ofthe same name in Iran’s central province of Isfahan.
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Iran to initiate mass production of COVID
vaccines next week

Nikki Haley Says She Won't Run for US Presidentin
2024 If Trump Does

Nikki Haley, the former South Carolina governor and US'

United Nations ambassador, said she won't run for US

presidentas expected if Donald Trump makes another

White House bid, and will supporthimifhedoes.

"lwould notrunif President Trump
ran, and I would talk to him aboutit,"”
Haleytold reporters on Monday during
avisitto South Carolina State University,
Bloombergreported.

"That's something that we'll have a
conversation about, at some point, if
thatdecisionis somethingthathasto
bemade."

Trump has teased about another
presidential campaign and has
suggested he'll make a decision after
the 2022 midterm elections that will
determine which party controls the
Houseand Senate.

Haley, one of aboutadozen potential
Republican 2024 candidates, has

rebuked Trump over his false claims that
the Nov 3 election had been stolenand
forhisfieryspeechon]an 6 thatinspired
some of his supporters to march on
the US Capitol to stop the counting of
Electoral College votes for US President
Joe Biden.

She told Politico that she didn't think
Trump could run again. "He's fallen so
far," she said. "We need to acknowledge
heletusdown.He wentdown apath he
shouldn'thave,and we shouldn'thave
followed him."

Asked on Monday when shelastspoke
tothe former president, Haley said it
was after the election butbefore the Jan
6riot.

Haley said she "had a great working
relationship” with Trump and
"appreciated the way helet me do my
job"ashisambassadortothe UN.
"ljustwantto keep buildingon whatwe
accomplished,” Haley said.

reported.

and treatment centers, pharmacies,

Chamber of Guilds
Announces Business
Restrictions Amid
4th Covid Wave

Restaurants, food, ice-cream and
fruitjuice outlets in Covid-19 red
zones are only allowed to operate
takeaways and delivery during the
ongoing two-week coronavirus
lockdown.

According to a statement by Iran
Chamber of Guilds, shopping malls,
except specialized malls such as
those sellingtires, auto spare parts,
ironware and computers, aswell as
flower shopsinred cities, mustclose
duringthe period.

Businesses violating the Covid
containment measures will be
subject to governmental orders
requiring closure of their outlets
forupto 15 days, Fars News Agency

Iran’s 31 provincial capitals are
placed onredalert, asafourth wave
ofinfections is sweepingacross the
countryatan unprecedented pace
andthetotalnumber of infected cases
surged pasttwo million.

Tehran’s Grand Bazaar has been
ordered to close for two weeks
starting April 10, to contain the rapid
spread of infections.

According to Qasem Noudeh-
Farahani, the head of Tehran’s
Chamber of Guilds, aside from
Tehran’s Grand Bazaar, all non-
essential businesses, i.e., Group I,
[[Iand IV ofjobsare forced to shutter,
since the capital city has been
demarcatedasa“red zone”.
Notably, only essential businesses
categorized as Group [, including
bakeries, supermarkets, grocery
stores, car shops, chain stores, health

factories, transportation companies,
public parking garages, post offices,
internetservice providers, press,
nursery homesand printshops, are
allowed toremain openinredzones,
FarsNews Agencyreported.
1mBusinesses, 3mJobsatRisk

The Iran Chamber of Guilds recently
issued a statement expressing
concernsregarding the economic
implications of a new surge in
Covid-19 cases.

“Official figures suggestanincrease
inthenumber of new infections due
tothe decline in compliance with
Covid-19 safety protocols during
thelranian New Year holidays. More
citiesand counties are falling in the
high-riskred zone for coronavirus
transmission and widespread
closuresofbusinessesarelikely to
ensue,’ the statementread.

SCI: Q4 Graduates Unemployment Rate Reaches

%14.1

The unemploymentrate for university graduates stood at

%14.1inthe fourth quarter ofthelastIranianyear (Dec.,21

-2020March 20), postinga %1.5 year-on-year decrease,

accordingto thelatestreportofthe Statistical Center of

Iran.

Higher educationunemploymentrate formen
stood at 10% and thatof women was around
23.5%.

The share ofhigher education unemployment
from the total unemployed population was
38.8%in Q4, whichindicateadecline of0.2%
year-on-year.

The unemploymentshares of maleand female
graduatesfromthetotalunemployed population
stoodat26.4%and 71%,respectively, while the
share ofhigher education unemploymentfrom
thetotalunemployed population were 42.6%
inurbanareasand 24.1%inruralareas during
theperiod.

Iran’s overall unemployment rate, the
proportion ofjobless populationofages 15and
above, stood at9.7%in Q4,indicatinga 0.9%
decline compared with the same period of the
yearbefore.

Atotalof2,477,850 [ranians were unemployed
inQ4.Men'sunemploymentstood at8.4% while
therateforwomenhoveredaround 16.5%.Over
1.79 millionmenand 685,934 womenofages 15
andabovewerejoblessin Q4.

The unemploymentrate was 10.2% for urban
areas (1.96 million people) and 8% for rural

SCIput Q4 labor force participationrate—
the proportion of the population ofages 15
and above thatiseconomically active either
employed orlookingforjob—at40.9%or25.61
million people, registeringa 1.5% decrease
year-on-year.

The economicparticipationrates of menand
womenwere 68.5%and 13.3%respectivelyin
thesameperiod.

SCIreportsthat21.44 million menand 4.16
million women of ages 15 and above were
economicallyactivein Q4,i.e., they wereeither
employed orlookingforajob.

The services sector employed 50.4% of the
Iranian employed population (11.66 million),
2.3%lessthanthe correspondingperiod oflast
year,whereasindustrialandagricultural sectors
provided 33.8%and 15.8% ofjobsrespectively.
Over 7.81 million were employed in the
industrial sector,indicatinganincrease of2.1%
compared with the same period of the year
beforeand 3.65 million worked inagriculture,
postinga0.2%increase YOY.

The services sector consists of wholesaleand
retailtrade; restaurantsand hotels; transport,
storage and communications; financing,
insurance, real estate and business services;
aswellas community, social,education, health
and personal services.The sector employed
9.67 millionmenand 1.99 millionwomeninthe
three-monthperiod; over 6.88 millionmenand
927,211 womenwereworkingintheindustrial
sectorand 3.09 millionmenand 562,828 women
workedintheagriculturesectorin Q4.

areas (508,580 people).

President
Rouhani, FM
Lavrovhold talks
inTehran

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
metand held talks with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrovon
Tuesday.

Heading a  high-ranking
delegation, Lavrovwhoarrived in

Tehran on Monday eveningupon
the official invitation of Zarif, met
with Iranian President Hassan
Rouhanion Tuesdaynoon.
Earlier, Lavrov met his Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarifonthe JCPOA and other
matters.

According to Iran’s Foreign
Ministry Spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh, the new round of
talks between the top Iranian

and Russian diplomatsincludes
various aspects of bilateral
relations, regional issues,
especially thelatestdevelopments
inthe Caucasus, Syria, Yemen, and
Afghanistan, cooperationbetween
the two countries atregional and
international levels, as well as
importantissuessuch as]JCPOA,
countering US unilateral moves
andillegal sanctions.
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