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Iran properalternative to
Suez Canal: Official

Anlraniantransportofficial believes thatrecent
blockage in Egypt’s Suez Canal showed the world
thatthey should find alternative routes suchaslIran,
which can playtherole ofanorth-south corridor for
globaltrade.

Mahmoud Ommati, Vice Chairman of the Board of
Directors ofthe Khorasan International Transport
Companies Association, told IRNA on Friday that
the Suez Canalhasbeenalong-term corridor for
transiting commodities as well asenergy between
Asiaand Europe, butthe one-weekblockage of the
Canallastmonthbyagiant250,000-ton container
shipseemstobeasignthatthe globaltrade needs
tofind substituteroutes.

Ommatiunderlined thatall countries are seeking
ways to transfer energy, especially oil, from the
Middle Eastregion to Europe faster, cheaperand
easier.

Iranhad beenamainroute between other Asian
countries to Europe, he said, adding that the
countryisalsoontheverge ofjoining the Eurasian
EconomicUnion (EAEU), whichincludes Armenia,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus and Kyrgyzstan; so,
suchanaccession will flourish the north-south
corridor.

Accordingto the official, the establishment of the
north-south corridor, which was agreed by Russia,
IndiaandIranin 2000, seemstobeanotherreason
thatthe Islamic country can play akeyroleasan
appropriate alternative to the Suez Canal.
Followingthe equipmentofocean portof Chabahar
insouthernIran by India, the Indians can transit
their goods through the Iranian portto Russiaand
the Russians can transfer several million tons of
their own shipmentsvialranto othernations, he
added.

Thelinkbetween Iranian portsin Persian Gulf, Sea
of Oman and Caspian Sea to Russian portsin Saint
Petersburgand northern Europe canbecometrue
by transportinfrastructure of [ran, whichisvery
interesting for energy dealersaswellasimporting
and exporting states, he noted.

The Suez Canal became operational around 150
yearsagoand turned into one ofthe mostimportant
and mostbusy waterways for shipsand containers.
The Canal hasreduced shipping voyage times
between Asiaand Europenearly 15 days.

Isfahan producing 2,100
tons of medicinal herbs

Isfahan province produces 2,100 tons of different
types of medicinal herbs in natural lands per
annum, a provincial official says.

Director General of [sfahan Natural Resources
and Watershed Management Department Abtin
Mirtalebitold IRNA on Friday that the value of the
medicinal herbsaccounts for 53.8 billion tomans
(2198969.9 dollars).

The director general pointto the fact that the job
creation of the sector standsataround 203,000
man-days.

Asafoetida, Ferula, Seidlitzia, celery, radish, sumac,
ofthyme, Mahaleb, caraway, artichokes and acorn
areamong the medicinal herbs, which are being
producedin 6.5 million hectaresin the province,
henoted.

Nearly 300 types of plantsare growingin natural
lands of Isfahan province of which 45 kinds
are proper for medicinal purposes and can be
profitable in both domestic and international
markets, he stipulated.
Isfahanprovinceislocated inthe central partofIran
and enjoys semi-arid and arid climates. Some 3.2
million hectares equivalentto 32 percent ofareas
ofthe provinceare desertlands.
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Govt. considers 190Smincentive
package to supportexports

Head of Iran’s Trade Promotion

Organization (TPO) has announced the

allocation of eight trillion rials (about

190.5$ million) for supporting export

activitiesin the currentIranian calendar

year (started on March 21).

%’%Qﬂ

The mentioned

fundinghasbeen
allocated to TPO
hSEAH‘ng in order to pay
exportincentive

NEWS facilities during
m— the currentyear,
TPOportal quoted Hamid
Zadboum as saying.
“The Trade Development
Organization of Iran has
considered the necessary
planning for the payment
of the mentioned
incentives to promote
exports and to support
the country’s exporters
in the current year/”
Zadboum explained.
As reported, after
the payment of the
mentioned fund to
TPO, the organization
will begin providing
the facilities to various
export-related sectors.
Mentioning the current
year’s motto which is
“Production: Support
and the Elimination of
Obstacles”, the official
underlined planning for

&,
7
i
]
the development and
expansion of non-oil
exports as well as the
promotion of export
cultureasthe TPO’s main
priority in the current
year.

Mentioning some of
the TPO’s programs for
supporting exportsinthe
previousyear, Zadboum
stated: “More than 500
exporters used export
incentives directly
and a large number of
exporters benefited from
suchincentive packages
indirectly.”

According to the official,
TPO managed to offer
facilities to more than 30
export-related sectors
including refrigeration,

mechanized

W
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warehousing, sorting
and packaging, export
terminals, and exhibition
centers across the
countryin collaboration
withthe TPO’s provinces’
export promotion
working group as wellas
the provincial industry,
mining and trade
departments.

Lastyear, the government
had allocated six trillion
rials (about$143 million)
for supporting export
activitiesinthe country.
National Development
Fund (NDF), the
Planning and Budget
Organization (PBO),
the Industry, Mining,
and Trade Ministry, the
Economy Ministry, and
the Agriculture Ministry

were tasked with drafting
the previous year’s
exportsupportpackage
which was mostly spent
on improving export

infrastructure.

To expand non-oil
exports during the
sanctions and the

coronavirus pandemic,
Iranian economic and
trade organizations
have been defining some
new strategies and have
been pursuing them
vigorously.

The major strategyis to
focusontheneighboring
countries and the trade
partners in the region,
and it is, in fact, one of
the top priorities of the
government for defying
the U.S.sanctions.

Commodities worthover
$270m exported from
Zanjaninayear

As announced by a provincial official,
commodities valued at over $270 million
were exported from Zanjan province, in the
northwestofIran, during the pastIranian
calendaryear (ended on March 20).
Mir-Hashem Seyed-Ahmadi, the director-
general ofthe province’s customs department,
putthe weightofexported productsatover
159 million tons and said the annual export
shows 21 percentand 26 percentgrowth, in
terms of valueand weight, respectively.

The official further announced that 452
million tons of products valued at $411.2
million have beenimported to the province

inthe previousyear, indicating 19 percent
growthintermsofworth,and 30 percentrise
interms ofweight, onanannualbasis.
Asannouncedbythehead ofIslamic Republic
ofIran Customs Administration (IRICA), the
value of[ran’snon-oiltrade stood at$73 billion
inthepastyear.

Mehdi Mir-Ashrafialso put the weight of
non-oiltrade at 146.4 million tons, and said
thatthe figure showsa25-million-tonannual
decline, whichistheresultofsanctionsand
coronavirus pandemic.

Iran’s non-oil export was 112 million tons
valued at $34.5 billion,and that ofimport was
34.4milliontonsworth $38.5billioninthe past
year, the official added.

Among the country’s non-oil export
destinations, China was the first, with

importing $8.9 billion worth of products,
Iraq was the second with importing $7.3
billion, the United Arab Emirates the third with
importing $4.6 billion, Turkey the fourth with
importing $2.5 billion, and Afghanistan the
fifthwithimporting $2.2 billion, Mir-Ashrafi
announced,and named gasoline, natural gas,
polyethylene, propane, and pistachioasIran’s
major exported products duringthe pastyear.
He further named Iran’stop sources of non-
oilimportsin the said time, as China with
exporting$9.7 billion worth of productstothe
Islamic Republic, the UAE with $9.6 billion,
Turkeywith $4.3billion, Indiawith $2.1 billion,
and Germany with $1.8 billion, respectively,
and mentioned corn, cellphone, rice, oil meal
and oil seeds, wheat, and raw oil as the major
importeditems.
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car on Thursday during
aceremony in the capital
city of Tehran attended
by President
Rouhani through video-

Inthe unveiling ceremony,
Iranian officials
including Tehran Provincial
Anoshirvan
Mohseni Bandpey were
taking part and the first
home-made subway carwas

Firsthome-made metro carriage unveiled by
Pres. Rouhani

Iran unveiled

its first
subway

inaugurated by President
Hassan Rouhani through
video-conferencing.
According to a report by
the Iranian authorities, the
completion ofthe projectto
produce the metro carriages
inside the country took 18
months and during this
period, the share of the
Iranian companiesin the
know-how knowledge of
designingand producingthe
metro carriagesrose from
the 25-30% to 85%.

Hassan
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What's News

IMF'sees
Iran’sGDP
growthat
2.9%in2021

The International
Monetary Fund
(IMF), in its latest
World  Economic
Outlook titled
“Managing Divergent
Recoveries”,predicted
a 2.5-percent real
gross domestic
product(GDP) growth
for Iranin 2021, up
onepercentfrom1.5
percentin2020.

The data presented
in the IMF report
indicatesthatlIran’s
GDP growth has
outpaced thatofWest
and Central Asia
whichisreportedtobe
-2.9percentin2020.
The fund has also
raised its forecasts
of global growth to
six percentin 2021,
seeingitmoderating
to4.4percentin2022.
According to the
report, the projections
for2021and2022are
stronger thanin the
October 2020report.
Theupwardrevision
reflects additional
fiscal supportinafew
large economies, the
anticipated vaccine-
powered recovery
inthe second half of
2021,and continued
adaptation of
economicactivity to
subdued mobility.
The international
body sees Iran’s
inflation (consumer
price changes) at
36.5percentin2020,
increasing 1.9 percent
from its previous
34.6 percentin2019.
The report sees the
country’s inflation
fallto 27.5 percentin
2022.

As reported, the
country’s current
account  balance
which was - 0.7
percent of the
country’sGDPin2020
isexpectedtoclimbto
1.2percentin2021.
Initspreviousreport
publishedin October
2020, IMF had
anticipatedreal GDP
growthof 3.2 percent
forlranin2021.

The international
body’sreportishighly
uncertain aboutthe
pathofthe pandemic,
the effectiveness of
policy support to
provide a bridge to
vaccine-powered
normalization,andthe
evolution of financial
conditions.
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Mine-clearance
mustbe

consistent with
UN Charter: Iran

envoy

Iran's Ambassador
and Permanent
Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
to the United Nations
Majid Takhat Ravanchi
on Thursday said that
mine-clearanceactivities,
whetherin the context of
peace-keeping operations
or otherwise, must be
consistent with the
United Nations Charter.
Takhat Ravanchi made
the remarks at the UN
Security Councilmeeting
that was held on mine-
clearance activities.
Takinginto accountthe
threat that mines and
explosive remnants of
war pose to the lives of
United Nations peace-
keeping personnel, the
Council must continue
to consider thisissuein
the mandates of peace-
keeping operations, he
pointed out.

However, it is evident
thatthe involvement of
peace-keeping forces
in mine-clearance does
notprovide any mandate
to the Council to putthe
subject of mine action
under its purview, he
added.

Due to the serious
humanitarian and
socioeconomic nature
of the mine action, it
remains under the
purview of the General
Assembly and it must
therefore continue and
upgrade its relevant
functionsincludinginthe
post-conflict situations,
TakhatRavanchistated.
Mine-clearance activities,
whetherin the context of
peace-keeping operations
or otherwise, must be
consistent with the
United Nations Charter,
particularly the principles
of full respect for the
sovereignty, sovereign
equality and territorial
integrity of all States,and
non-interferencein their
internal affairs, he noted.
To ensure that mine
action operations
contribute effectively
to sustaining peace
and socioeconomic
development of the
societies thatare facing
the challenges of mines
and explosive remnants
of war, enhanced
international cooperation
and assistance, upon
request, is a must. This
should therefore be a
key priority area for the
relevant United Nations
bodies, he furthernoted.
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Iran's 20% enriched uranium
reservesreach 55 kg: AEOI spox

The spokesman for the Atomic Energy Organisation of [Iran
(AEOI) said after implementing the law on strategicaction
toliftsanctions and usingadvanced centrifuges, theamount
of20% enriched uraniumin Iranreached 55 kg.

Referring to the law on strategic action to lift sanctions
anditsimplementation from February 23,2021, Behrooz
Kamalvandi stated that an important part of this law
was about20% enrichmentatthe annual rate of 120 kg,
which immediately took the necessary measures and the
enrichmentprocess began.

"Todate, 55 kgof20% enriched uranium hasbeen produced

and with this process, we canreach the set-goalinless than
8 months," henoted.

"The rate of uranium production with 20% enrichment
inIranis now much higher than before the JCPOA, and
according to statistics, we have 30% more uranium
production capacity with 20% enrichment than before the
nucleardeal," he said.

According to Kamalvandi, [ran now has an enrichment
capacity ofabout 16,500 SWU which was 12,500 SWU before
the deal.

He pointed outthatthe number of centrifuges may have
dwindled today, but the uranium production rate had
increased due to the use of new generation centrifuges

such as IR6, which have a
capacity of 8 times that of
first-generation centrifuges.
"If we sent 9 tons of our
material abroad at one
time, now we have 5 tons of
material, and we can say that
we will quickly geteverything
we wanted to revive what we
left behind because of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), and

we will quickly find ourselvesin asituation thatis
betterthan before the deal," he said.

Iran’s deputy foreign minister for political

affairs says Tehran will not reverse the

reduction ofitsnuclear comliance before the

USremovesallits sanctionsand returns tothe

landmarknuclear dealitabandoned under

former US President Donald Trump.

NEWS

—m of Iran’s nuclear

“Until the United
States removes
all of its sanctions
and returns to
the JCPOA, none

activities, especially in the
field of enrichment, will be
halted or even reduced,”
Abbas Araqchi said late
Thursday, according to
IRNA.

Araqchi’s remarks come
as intensive talks are
underway in Vienna
to lift the wunilateral
US sanctions on Iran
and revive the JCPOA,
commonly known as the
Iran nuclear deal, after the
former Trump government
almost wrecked it by its
withdrawal.

Back in May 2019, Iran
began to scale down
its nuclear compliance
under Article 36 of the
JCPOA, saying the move
was a response to the
US withdrawal and the
remaining parties’ failure
to protect Iran from US
sanctions.

Under alaw passed by the
Iranian Parliament last
December, the Iranian
administration started to
produce and store enriched
uranium witha20-percent

Iran not to reduce nuclear activities before
US removes all sanctions: Chief negotiator

purity level, breaking the
3.67-percentenrichment
parameter setby the 2015
nuclearagreement.

However, Tehran has
repeatedly saiditsmeasures
willbereversed assoonas
Washington removes its
illegal sanctions.

Araqchi: 20% enrichment
moving faster than planned
“Our 20% enrichment is
now moving even faster
than the speed envisaged
by the Islamic Consultative
Assembly (the Iranian
Parliament) inits law, and
20% enriched materials
arebeing produced now,”
Araqchisaid.

He asserted that the
process will continue
until an agreement on the
implementation of the
JCPOA is reached, under
which the US should remove
all ofits sanctions.

“As it has been stressed
many times, all of the
sanctions mustbe removed

inone step,” the top Iranian
negotiatoradded.
Araqchialsodeniedindirect
talks with Washington
through the European
partiestothe JCPOA, saying
the talksinvolve Chinaand
Russia in addition to the
Europeans.

“We are negotiating here
with all of the current
members of the JCPOA,
namely the three European
countries, Russiaand China,
as well as the European
Union, which is the
coordinator of the JCPOA,
and they, onthe otherhand,
aretalkingtothe Americans
and convey theresults ofthe
talks,” he said.

he senior diplomatnoted
thatthereare signs thatthe
Americans arereviewing
their positions and are
moving toward removing
allofthe sanctions.

“But we are not yet in a
position to judge, and
negotiations have notyet

been concluded,” he said,
adding thatthereisalong
path forward but the talks
are constructive.

Araqchi also said on
Thursday that the Iranian
negotiators are engaged
in talks over the removal
of sanctionsallatonce as
well as details of which and
how the sanctions would
belifted.
“Inourview,Americahasto
takeitsactionsinone step,
then we’ll verify, and then
Iran will follow with its own
actions,” hereiterated. “How
verification will happen
is another point of our
discussion.”

He made similar remarks
while speaking with Press
TV’s correspondent in
Vienna.

“The US mustremove anti-
Iran sanctions; then Tehran
would resume compliance
withthe JCPOA,” the deputy
foreign minister told Press
TVon Thursday.

Pres. Rouhani: US accountable
forhampering Iran’simports of
COVID-19vaccines

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said on
Thursday that Iran had difficulty with the
purchase of COVID-19 vaccines thoughithad
the money in foreignaccounts, the Iranian

assetswere blocked by the USadministration.
Helikened the USsanctionsonIrantoawarin
which all the chemical, microbial and nuclear
weapons are used against targetsincluding
both the residential and non-residential
constructions. “Weareoneofthefirstcountries
toplaceanorderontime. The United States

money foramonth ortwo. That'swhyourturn
inthe COVAX complexisalittlebehind,” he said.
Today, the anti-Iran media continues to claim
thatIran failed to deliver the vaccine to the
peopleinatimely manner, while the countries
thatwere able to provideacceptable vaccines
arelessthanthefigures oftwohands, Rouhani
said.

NEWS

Iranreleases seized South
Korean ship: Khatibzadeh

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman said that
following the completion of the investigation into
theviolating of the rules by South Korean ship, the
prosecutor ordered the ship'srelease.
Confirmingtherelease of seized South Korean oil
tanker, Saeed Khatibzadeh said that following the
completion of the investigationinto the violation
ofthe Korean ship and atthe requestofthe owner
and the Korean government for the release, the
prosecutor ordered the release of the ship.

The prosecutor ordered the ship'srelease because
the captain and the ship did nothaveabad record
inthefield of violatingrulesintheregion, he added.
The Islamic Republic of Iran, as a country with
long coastlinesin the Persian Gulfand the Sea of
Oman, emphasizes the full observance of maritime
regulations, includingregulations on environmental
protection, and monitors and follows up any
violationsin thisregard, Khatibzadehnoted.
Seoul's foreign ministry also confirmed Friday that
Iranreleased the South Korean oil tanker and its
captain, Yonhapreported.

The ship, with its captain and 12 other crew
membersaboard, leftthe portnear Bandar Abbas
onthe southern coast,ataround 6 a.m. (Iran time),
the ministry said. The crew members had been
released earlier buthave remained on the ship for
maintenance purposes.

The ministry said the captainand the crew members
remain safeand sound.

Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards Corps seized the
Hankuk Chemiand its 20 crew membersinits waters
onJan.4duetotheviolation ofenvironmental rules.
Yemeni drone targets Saudi
'Jizan' airport

The Air Force of the Yemeni Army has carried out
droneattacksagainstJizan Airportin Saudi Arabia
withanumberofdrones.

The Spokesman for the Yemeni Armed Forces
Brigadier General Yahya Saree said in a statement
that Yemeni Air Forces accurately hit Fighter Jets'
Hangers atJizan airport with Qasif K2 drones, Al-
Masirahreported.

The operation of targeting the enemy's FighterJets'
Hangers comeswithinthelegitimateresponsetothe
continuation of the aggressionand the siege on our
country,headded.

Earlier on Wednesday night, the Yemeni Air Force
targeted King Khalid Air Base in the Saudi city of
Khamis Mushait, some 884 kilometers south of the
Saudi capital Riyadh, in retaliation for the Saudi
regime’s ongoing military aggressionand blockade
againstthe country.
Yemen'’s Air Force has stepped up the retaliatory
attackson Saudi Arabiainrecentmonths, saying the
strikeswill continueaslongasRiyadh carries on with
itsairstrikesand blockade.

hasblocked usand delayed the transfer of our

‘Sanctions have no affected Iran’s

nuclear know-how’

Apolitical expertbelieves thatthe US-imposed sanctions
onthe [ranian nation have not affected their indigenous
nuclear know-how.

Hassan Beheshtipoor, an expertininternational relations,
told IRNA on Friday thatthe Americansacknowledge their
sanctions could notstop the nuclear program ofthe Islamic
Republic,becausethenuclearscience hasbeenindigenized
and the [ranian scientists have developed the knowledge
withoutdepending on foreign powers.

OnApril9,2006, [ranian scientists succeeded in producing
nuclear fuel cycle onalaboratory scale and the Islamic
Republicdeclared the country’s access to the technology
of enriching uranium as well as the establishment
of a complete chain of enrichment with home-made
centrifuges. Therefore, the Supreme Council of the Cultural
Revolution designated April 9 as the Nuclear Technology
DayonIranian calendar.

On the importance of nuclear technology and the

enrichmentofuranium, Beheshtipoor said that the
peaceful usage of the nuclear technology helps Iran
upgrade know-how, because the knowledge includes
different types of sciences such as physics, nuclear
physics, plasma physics, chemistry, electronics, computer
and so on, which are being used for producing medicine,
generating electricity and agriculture.

The analystemphasized thatthe Islamic Republichasnever
thoughtaboutmanufacturingatomicbombs, because such
away hasneverbeeninIran’snuclear doctrine.
Accordingto the expert, the mostimportantachievementof
thenamingadayafternuclear technologyisthatthe Iranian
nation believesitcanachieve whateveritwants, while the
enemies have always been busy to convince the Iranians
thattheyarenotable to generate knowledge by themselves.
The foes assassinated some Iranian scientists to stop
progressin the nuclear field, but they have never been
successfulinachieving such agoal, because other Iranian
scientists could continue the martyrs’ path, he noted.
Despite the fact that the Trump administration hita
hard blowtothe 2015 Iran nuclear deal, the currentUS

administration
may change the trend and find a
way to return to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA),headded.
He mentioned, if the US lifts sanctions and Iran can
verify the move, such a measure can create good window
to overcome the standstill remaining over the JCPOA
implementation.



JCPOA Joint Commission to continue work today

The European Union Thursdayissued a statementsaying thatthe meeting ofthe JCPOA Joint
Commission willberesumed in Vienna on Friday.

The]Joint Commission ofthe JCPOA will resume its workin person on 9 Aprilat10.00 CET in
Vienna.

TheJoint Commission will be chaired onbehalf of EU High Representative Josep Borrell by the
Deputy Secretary-General and Political Director of the European External Action Service
Enrique Mora. It will be attended by representatives of China, France, Germany, Russia,

the United Kingdom, and Iran.

Participants will take stock of the discussions held at variouslevels this week, including the
relevantexpertgroups, inthe view of a possible return of the United States and to ensure the
fulland effective implementation of the JCPOA by all sides.
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Famous Pakistani journalist terms General Soleimani

alegend

Asenior Pakistanijournalistand a popular TV presenter

e

H

news

Iranian
prisoners
transferred
home:

Official

Secretary oflran's High
Council for Human
Rights Ali Bageri Kani
on Thursday said that
Iraq has released 40
Iranian  nationals
who were held in that
country'sprisons.
Bageri Kani pointed
outthattherelease of
the prisoners followsa
recentvisitto Baghdad
by Iranian Chief
Justice Hojjatoleslam
Ebrahim Raeisi during
which some judicial
documents were
signed between the
two states.

Judicial diplomacy
will take any measure
neededto freelranians
from captivity in other
states or to extradite
them, he further noted.

praisingIran'sresistance against US coercion says martyr

General Qasem Soleimani, Commander of the Quds Force,

had played an excellentrolein fightagainstterrorisminthe

region,adding, we considerhimalegend and our hero.

policiesofthe West,led by the United States.
Lucmanadded Asian countries, especially Pakistan
andIran havemanysimilaritiesand commonalities
in culture and civilization, so they should use all
their capacities to develop economic, political,
culturalandartisticrelations.

Iran not to reduce nuclear activities before

US removes all sanctions: Chief negotiator

AnlIranianvessel was attacked in the Red SeaasIranand

the Westresumed nucleartalksin Viennatorevivea2015

nuclear dealbetween Tehranand major world powers.

Mubasher Lucmanwhoalsoruns Baaghi TV,aweb
portal, made the remarks duringameeting with
Jafar Ronas, head Culture Center of the Islamic
RepublicofIran,in Lahore, the capital of Punjab
province.

Theyboth exchanged views aboutthe existing
capacitiesandjointcooperationinvarious cultural
and mediafieldsbetweenIranand Pakistan.

Jafar Ronas praised Lucman’s Baaghi media portal
andsaid Culture Centerof [ranisreadyto cooperate
with the Baaghi mediainthe culturaland artistic
fields.Mubasher Lucman, called theland of Iran,
alongwith ancient Greece, the cradle of world
civilization,andsaid: ThesecretofIran'sresistance
to Westernand American coercion goes back
thousands ofyearsbecause the nation ofIran has
neverattacked other countriesbuthasalwaysbeen
attacked, so they know very wellhow to defend
theirindependence and maintain their national
dignity.He said that the expansion of strategic
relationsinall fieldsbetween the IslamicRepublic
of[ranand Pakistanand otherimportantplayersin
theregion, including Russia, China, Malaysiaand
Turkey,is the only way to confrontthe oppressive

Referringtotheimportance ofthe comprehensive
documenton Iran-China cooperation, he called
itimportantforregional securityand stability,as
wellasthedevelopmentand growthoftradeinthe
region.

Praisingthesacrificesof martyr Lieutenant General
Qasem Soleimani, the senior Pakistanijournalist
saidthecommanderofthe Quds Forcehasbecomea
heroandalegendwithhisbravery.“Heisnotamong
us,buthis pathwill continue,”he noted.

Thehead of Iranian Culture Centerin Lahorealso
expressed the position of the Islamic Republic of
IranamongthelslamicUmmahand theworldand
saidthe USregime hastried to force the Islamic
Republicto surrender through cruel sanctions
againstthehonorablepeopleoflran.

“Intheface ofits sinister demands, the Iranian
people,led by the Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Khamenei, havebeenableto continuetomovewith
dignityand honor;, whilestandingfirmandresisting
suchpressures,”headded.

Heannounced thereadiness of Khana-e-Farhang
todevelop media cooperation between the two
countries, including the presentation of various
multimediadocumentsaboutthe martyr General
Soleimani.

Seized Qil Tanker, the ship for maintenance purposes.
Captain Releasedby The captainand crew members are

. safe and sound, according to the
Iran: S. Korean Media

South Korea's Yonhap news agency
quoted a foreign ministry statement
assaying thatIranhadreleased a
seized oil tankerand its captain.

Accordingto the S. Korean ministry,
the ship leftthe port near Bandar
Abbason Iran's southern coastat
about 6 a.m. (Iran time) with its
captainand 12 other crew members
onboard. The crew members were
released earlier, but they stayed on

ministry.

InJanuary, the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps Navy has seized a
South Korean-flagged ship in the
Persian Gulf due to environmental
and chemical pollution concerns.
The IRGC Navy’s Public Relations
department said in a statement
thatthe South Korean-flagged oil
tanker, named HANKUK CHEMI,
had departed from Saudi Arabia’s Al
Jubail port.

The tanker, carrying 7,200 tons
of oil chemical materials has
been captured by the IRGC Navy’s
Zolfaqar flotillabecause of “repeated
violation of environmental
regulations”, the statement said,
addingthatthe creware from South
Korea, Indonesia, Vietnam and
Myanmar.

The oil tankerhad berthed atIran’s
southern portcity of Bandar Abbas
forlegal procedurestobe performed
by the Iranian Judiciary officials, it
noted.

Saudiand American media outlets claimed
thatIsraelwasbehind the attack. The Saudi-
owned Al Arabiyareported on Tuesday
nightthatan “Israeli commando” attached
“amagneticexplosive device” toan Iranian
vesselinthe Red Sea.

The Tasnim news agency confirmed the
attackand identified the vessel as “Iran
Saviz.” [tsaid that “the incidenthappened
afterthe explosion oflimpet minesattached
tothehull ofthe ship.”

Adaylater, Iran officially commented on the
issue. The Iranian Foreign Ministry issued
astatementon Wednesday confirming the
attack.

“The Iranian merchant ship Saviz sustained
minor damage inthe Red Sea off the coast of
Djiboutiataround 6:amlocal time on April 6,
2021,duetoanexplosion, the cause of which
isbeinginvestigated,” Saeed Khatibzadeh,
the Ministry’s spokesman said.

He said the vessel hasbeen deployed to the
regionin coordination with the International
Maritime Organization (IMO) andithasbeen
involved in ensuring maritime security.

“As already officially announced and
based onthearrangements made with the
International Maritime Organization as
therelevantauthority, the non-military
Saviz ship had been stationed in the Red
Searegion and the Gulfof Adenin order to
ensure maritime security along shipping
lanes and to counter pirates,” explained the
spokesman.

“The ship practically served as Iran’s
logistical station (for technical supportand
logistics) inthe Red Sea; so, the specifications
and mission of thisvessel had already been
officially announced to the International
Maritime Organization,” headded.
Irandidn’tpointthe fingeratanyone.But The
New York Times suggested that Israel was
behind the attack. “The Israelis had notified
the United States that its forces had struck
thevesselatabout7:30a.m.localtime,” the

Israel throws a wrench into Iran nuclear talks

American newspaper quoted a U.S. official
assaying. Although the official said that the
Israelis had called the attack a retaliation
foralleged earlier Iranian strikes on Israeli
vessels, butthe timing of the attack strongly
indicated alinkbetween the resumption of
nucleartalksin Viennaand Israeli efforts
to derail those talks. The Times implicitly
pointed to thislink, saying the attack came
asprogresswasreported on the first day of
the Vienna talks, which are aimed to revive
the 2015 Irannuclear deal, officially known
astheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) - the very deal thatIsraelhasbeen
workinghard tokill since 2015.

Therefore, Israel may have intended to send
amessage tothe Biden administration that
itwill do whateveritcan to preventarevival
ofthe JCPOA.Israel’smodus operandiin
thelatestattackalso suggestsachangein
Israel’'sapproach.Israelhasreportedlybeen
involved inashadowy naval war with Iranin
recentyears.

Several Western news mediareported that
Israel has been attacking Iranian vessels
carrying oil and other commodities since
atleast2019inabidtohaltlran’s economic
ties with other countries. These attacks
mostly wentunnoticed and Israel refused to
publicize them untilmostrecently.

The Israelis would often attack Iranian
commercial ships deep into the nightusing
helicopters equipped with machine guns
fromadistance of many kilometers,asource
familiar with the matter told the Tehran
Times.

The Israeli attacks were more of a
harassmentnature thananoperation meant
to inflict real damage, according to the
source.

The attack onthe Saviz, however,indicatesa
new modus operandi. First, itwasreportedly
donewithalimpet mine attached to the hull
oftheIranianvessel by anIsraelicommando.
Second, it was carried out early in the
morning,aclearindication thatthe attacker
wanted ittobe publicized. Leaking the news
oftheattackto Al Arabiyaand The New York
Timesleftlittle doubtabouttheintention of
theattacker.
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