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Attraction
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Iranseen
growthin
tourists by
21%infirst
halfofyear

“Paying attention to
the tourismindustry
has led to growth in
tourists by 51% in
the first six months
ofthe year,” the vice-
presidentand thehead
of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts, and
Tourism Organization
ofIransaid.

“During the trip to
Isfahan, seven tourism
and residential
projects will be
inaugurated which
will cost 630 billion
Rials,” Ali Asghar
Munesian said on the
sideline of his trip
to Borkhar County.
Pointing to the new
handicrafts, he said,
“New handicrafts are
combination of art
andspecial techniques
that are useful and
effective to create
enough jobs, and
bring prosperity to the
deprived areas.”The
lastyear’s handicraft
exports grew by 16%,
and thisyear we have
seen good results in
thisregard.”
“Establishing
permanent
handicrafts markets
is an important
part of the Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts,
and Tourism
Organization’s
programs, and paying
attention to this
matter will provide
the adequate context
for job creation,
and also help the
economy of the
country to develop,”
he continued.

The vice-president
and the head of
Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts, and
Tourism Organization
of Iran has visited
the handicrafts of
inlaid turquoise
and marquetry,
the process of
hand printed cloth
production, the
minaretofthemosque,
and the historical
inscription of Sin city
in Borkhar County
during his trip to
Isfahan.

Isfahan:Home'T'o

Professional Painters

Isfahan has maintained its position
as amajor center for traditional
craftsin Persia. The crafts of Isfahan
encompass textiles, carpets,
metalwork, woodwork, ceramics,
painting, and inlay works of the
variouskind. The workis carried out
in differentsettingsincluding small
industrial and bazaar workshops, in
thehomes of craftsmen and women,
andinrural cottage industries.

Qalamkaror the craftofwoodblock printing on
cottontablecloths,bedspreads,and curtains
hasbeenaspecialty of Isfahan for the last two
centuries. Indianimportshad dominated this
branch ofthe textile industryin the pre-1800
period. Impoverishmentand insecurityinthe
18th century had created a situation where
domesticoutputhad to compensate for the
shortfall in imports. As a result, there was
aninitialincreasein the outputofthe textile
industryingeneral,and of galamkarin particular,
duringtheearly partofthe 19th century,when
securityreturned to [ran. However; this period
ofgrowth did notlast, for after 1840 domestic
qalamkar production suffered a structural
decline, albeitless sothanall otherbranches
oftextile crafts, due to theimportoffabrics of
cheaperandbetterquality.

Inthe 1870s the guild of the galamkar makers
had four connectingbazaarsand between the
bazaars, there were five caravanserais and
timc¢aswith 284 shopsand offices, butnoteven
halfoftheirnumber have remained because
thetrade had declined sharply due to foreign
competitionandlack of demand athome. The
reasonwas thatthe Isfahan outputof qalamkar
wasnotcomparablein quality and price with
British and later Russianimports. Production
could initially only survive by importing
unbleached fabrics from GreatBritainand India
thatwere then printedinIran. Thisdelayed the
inevitable decline ofthe craftfor some time, but
thelackofinnovation, continued inferior quality,
and the use of chemical dyes meantthatby the
beginning of the 20th century the crafthadall
butdisappeared.In 1920 there were only 46
CitsazleftinIsfahan, where oncetherehadbeen
hundreds.

Government supportseems to have helped

anothershort-livedrevival ofthislabor-intensive
craftinthe 1920s,justbeforeitdeclined to the
verge of total extinction. The craft of galamkar
wasrevived again after World War Il thanks
tothe US Aid program and demand from the
international market.Inthe 1950sinIsfahan
and Najafabad, therewereaboutthirty qalamkar
workshopswithanannual production of40,000
pairsofdraperyand 10,000 tablecloth pieces.
Supported by the Handicrafts Organization,
the number of workshops and guild masters
multipliedinthebazaarinthenexttwentyyears
andnew productsand techniqueswere putinto
practice. Theimplementation ofanti-pollution
lawsinthe 1970sled to another slowdown of
the qalamkarindustry,butasaresult, better
dyes were developed and production was
standardized. Limitation onimports after the
1979 Revolutionresuscitated theindustry,and
qalamkarresurfaced as perennial favoritesin
thebazaar of Isfahan. The mainfirminvolvedin
the qalamkarmanufactureisthe CitsazCompany,
exportinglarge quantities of merchandise.
Metalwork.Isfahan’s prominencein decorative
workonmetal objects continuestoday,achieving
thehigheststandardswithinthe countryinthe
pastcentury. Therevival of theartinIsfahanhas
achieved partly thanks toan exodus ofartisans
fromKermanand Yazd. ThemetalworkinIsfahan
ismainly embossingand engraving (qalamzani)
onvariousmetalssuchasiron,copper,brass,and
nickelalloysaswellasgold andsilver.
Newmarketdemandsinthe second halfofthe
20th century encouraged Isfahaniengraversto
shifttheireffortstosilver objects. Inthe 1950s,
chiselworkin silver was practiced by more
than 800 skilled craftsmenin 110 workshops,
whiletherewere 86 silversmith shopswith450
workers makingutensils, vases, mirror framing,
andtheliketobe carved orincised by engravers.
Unlike other crafts, that of goldsmiths (zargar)
didnotsufferverymuch decline, as they were
able to compete effectivelyin both price and
product with any foreign import; they also
adapted and changed their outputinline with
marketconditions.In 1920 there werestill 160
goldsmithsinIsfahanaswell asan unknown
number ofrelated craftsmen such as gold-and
silver-wire drawers. This number compares
favorably with the 500 workersin 169 shops
employed by the goldsmith industry in the
1950s, the mostnotable of which weressituated
inthe Armenian quarter of Julfa. Amorerecent

developmentinthe metalworkofIsfahanisthe
production oflarge-scale coppersheetsforuseas
aninteriorwalldecorationinpublicand private
buildingsinthe city,and in Tehran. However, the
production of copperpotsand pansisindecline.
Katamkari or katamsazi. This most typical
of Persian wood-inlay work has been a
specialty of Shirazand Isfahan since the time
oftheZand dynastyin thelatterhalfofthe 18th
century. Duringhisvisitto Persiain 1811, Sir
William Ouseley writes thatkatam “ensured a
considerable profittomanyartists of Shirazand
Isfahan”. By 1877, the industry had declined:
Tahwildarreportslow qualityand poor sales,so
muchsothatEuropeanartifactcollectorssought
old katam pieces,and exports were limited to
AnatoliaandIstanbul. However, inlay work was
slowlybutsurely falling out of favor; mainly due
tothe changingtastes of the elite who wanted
fashionable Europeanimplementsratherthan
traditional Persian ones. Because the elite was
themain marketforhigh-qualityinlay work, this
hadserious consequencesforthe craftsmenwho
didnotadapttheirproduct.Like Tahwildar,inthe
beginning ofthe 20th century, Radimsky opined
thatthe quality ofworkleftmuchtobedesired.As
aresult, the craftdwindled,and by 1920 only six
masterinlayworkersremainedinIsfahan.
Theindustrybegantoflourishagainwhen Reza
Shahawarded high wagesto masterkatamkars
forthe decoration of the wallsand furniture of
Tehranpalaces.

Butthedominantposition of Isfahanwaslargely
duetothemigration ofthe Shirazimaster, Golriz,
tothecity wherehetaughtatthe Honarestan
for 36years, re-establishingthe craftin Isfahan.
Inthe 1950s Isfahan had about 100 katam
craftsmen working in 40 workshops; the
numbershadincreased to 256 craftsmenand
81 workshopsby 1975. Accordingto another
estimate, there were some 50 mastersand 300
skilled workers engaged inthe katam industry
justpriortothe 1979 Revolution.Inadditionto
commercial production, Isfahaniartists have
decorated several Shi‘ite mausoleums with
katamdecorationsand coverings, either through
royal benefactions, commissions by wealthy
patronsorattheirown costasanactoffaithand
devotion.Katamisalsowidelyusedindecorating
musical instruments, the prominent maker of
whichatthe outsetofthe Pahlavierawas Yahya,
an Armenian from the Julfadistrictwholater
moved tothecapital.

Jey Negin Hotelis a 2-star new hotel. Itislocated
atJey Streetand nearto] Terminal in the eastern
parts of [sfahan. Although the hotelis far from
historical touristattractions of the city, Isfahan
International Exhibition Center isabout7 Km
away fromit. Hence, this can be agood choice
for business travelers. You can reach tourists
attractions of Isfahan like Si-o-se pol, Hasht
Behesht Palace, Khaju Bridge, Vank Cathedral,
and Naghsh-e]Jahan Squareinabout 25 minutes.
Thereis afamous Persian proverb which says
"Isfahan Nesfe Jahan”, this means Isfahanis the
half ofthe world. Well, itis kind of true. Isfahan
was the Capital of Safavid Dynasty for decades. As
aresult, the citybecame one of the bestexamples
of unique Persian-Islamicarchitecture. You can
find the bestkind ofthis patternin Naghsh-e Jahan
Square.Itisone ofthelargestsquaresinthe world.
Onevery side of it, you can see a masterpiece.
Gheysarieh Gate inthe north part (economical
side), Sheikh Lotfollah Mosqueinthe east (science
side), Shah Mosque in the south (religious side),
and Ali Qapu Palace inthe west (governorside).
Negin]ey Hotel has 20 rooms on three floors. You
can choose between double, twin, triple rooms,
and suite with a capacity of four. Asyou can see,
thehotelis suitable for families and individuals.
These advantages are coupled with the kid-
friendly facility of the hotel. Hence, children under
theage of six can stay in the hotel for free. Also, the
hotelhasaspacious parkinglot (with a capacity
0f200).

You will find indoor fridge (with free water),
furniture, closet, tea maker, working desk, and
wardrobeinyourJey Negin Hotel rooms. Also,
the hotel has IPTV which you can enjoy. Thereis
aprivate bathroom with shower, toiletries, and
Western toilet. Moreover, don’t forget to share
your memorable adventuresin Isfahan with your
friends and family, using high-speed Wi-Fi.
Ifyouarelookingforacleanandneatplace to stay,
far from the bustle of the city center, Jey Negin
Hotelisasuitable place for you. Bookyour room
inadvance here on Apochi.com. We speak your
language. So, ifyou have any question feel free
toask.

WHERETO EAT

Keryas Restaurant: Fantastic
View And Very Nice Food

7 R“f"’%“‘
KeryasisthefirstInternational luxuriousrestaurant
inthehighesttowerinthe centeroflsfahan with360
degreeview. The windowsin Keryas opentoall of
themonumentsin the city. In Keryas you have this
chancetodelveintotheworld ofrelaxation.InKeryas
guestsaresatisfied by differenttasteswiththebest
quality of the food whichis served with fantastic
garnish. ExpertstaffworkinKeryaswhoknowallthe
insand outs ofhospitality very well; they welcome
theguestsfriendlyand speak English fluentlyaswell.
Dinana-L: The bestrestaurantyou have ever seen
inIsfahan
Ifyouare searching for the mostluxuriousrestaurant
in Isfahan, I recommend you to choose Keryas. The
foodis fantastic and the view is awesome. You will
miss the chanceifyoudonotgo there.

Gobetr, Ascona, Switzerland: Fantastic view
Fantasticview and very nice food. The staff was
friendly too. The price was very good too.I canreally
recommend it.




Iran's Exports Via Land Borders Up %l7,
Imports Down %8

%
Some 3.71 million tons of oil and non-oil commodities were exported from Iran via 4
land borders duringthe firsthalf of the current Iranian year from March 21 to Sept. 22, I S FAHAN
which showsa %17 increase compared with the similar period oflastyear.According
to Director General of Road Maintenance and Transportation Organization of [ran's A A
Information and Communication Technology Bureau Hossein Motevalli Habibi,
Bazargan Border Crossingin the northwestern West Azarbaijan Province accounted
for %26 of all exports during the six-month period—more than any other Iranian
land border. The Road Maintenance and Transportation Organization is affiliated to
the Ministry of Roads and Urban Development.Bazargan was followed by Milakin the
southern Sistan-Baluchestan Province and Dogharoun in northeastern Khorasan Razavi
Province with %14 and %11 shares oftotal exportsrespectively.

Iran’s Power Generation Capacity Nears
S0, 000 MW

Iran’s nominal capacity to produce electricity hasreached nearly 80,000 megawatts
(MW) following the connection ofanumber of power plants to the country’s national
grid over the past weeks.Since the beginning of the currentIranian year (March 21),
Iran’s overall nominal capacity to generate electricity hasincreased by 1,005 MW.With
the cominginto service of several new power plants, the capacity reached 79,665 MW
inthe month of Mehr (September 23 - October 22).Speakingtoreportersata press
conference in Tehran back in February, Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardekanian
highlighted the country’s self-sufficiency in the area of power generation and said the
[slamicRepublicisthe top producer ofelectricity in the Middle East.About 90 percent of
power generation equipment, even complicated partslike turbines and generators, are
currently manufactured inside the country, the energy minister said at the time.

Monday,October 22,2018, No.74
=
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Iranian lawmakers, Brazilian

officials discussisues of interest
Members of Iran-Brazil parliamentary
friendship group metwith Brazilianauthorities
in Brasilia on Saturday in the framework of
expansion of parliamentaryties.
AccordingtoaSundayreport, the Iranian three-
member group metwith the Brazilian Secretary
of Government Carlos Marun, Minister of Labor
Vieirade Mello,and Deputy Minister of Sport.
Inthe meeting, they discussed differentissues
including: how to use parliamentary ties to
expand trade and commerce, exporttechnical
and engineering, expand cooperationin medical
fields,and enhance sportrelations, including
Brazil'shelpto Iraniansoccerand Iran'shelpto
Brazil's weightliftingand martial arts.

The possibility of cooperation with Brazil's
Cruzeiro soccerteamand Iranin differentage
categories wasalsodiscussed.

The Iranian delegation also met with the
Speaker of the Brazilian Parliament Rodrigo
Maiain Riode]Janeiro,and also made a visitto
the western state of Rondonia to meet Governor
Confuacio Aires Moura, traders and industry
owners.

US attempt to zero Iran oil export

to harm nations: Expert
AleadingIndianstrategistbelievesthatthe US
demand for cutting importofthe Iranian oil to
zero will adversely affectthe economies of the
developingand under-developed nations.
Ashok Dharwhois the Director of the Kolkata
branch of one of India’s top most think tanks
called ‘Observer Research Foundation (ORF)’
made theremarks.

Commenting on ‘India’sbold move to continue
oilimports from Iran in November despite
theimposition ofthe US sanctions on Iran oil
industry from Nov. 04,2018’,the analyst said:
“Itis amatter of great satisfaction that the
Government of India has engaged with the
USAtomakeitunderstand the complexity and
enormity of India’s dependence onimports
of crude oil from Iran and see crude imports
continuing.

‘Indiahasawell-runrefining sector with some
refineriesbeingamongstthe world’sbestas per
Nelson complexityindex, Dhar said.

‘While some can process a diverse basket
of crudes with deep secondary processing
capability, refining margins of some are
adversely affected by change in crude diet
and plan and have technical processing
limitations. In an international regime
of free, transparent and open trade, such
restrictions are unnecessary and affect
the development needs of the developing
and under-developed economies,” he
stressed.

UK Preserving Iran Humanitarian
Tradein Faceof US Sanctions

High-level meetingsin London were
held tomaintainand develop Iran-UK
trade ties,and amajor focus was on
preserving humanitarian trade to
Iran threatened by inconsistencies
in US policies in administering
unilateral sanctions.

ThelatestIran-UKtrade development meetings
were held atthe Londonresidence of [ran’s
Ambassador to Britain Hamid Baeidinejad.
UKtrade envoytoIran, Lord Norman Lamont,
and former foreign secretary, Jack Straw, were
among keynote speakers.The meetings also
included aroundtable discussion onlatest
developments in Iran-UK trade relations
attended by businessanalystsand experts.
Thereimposition of US sanctions againstIran,
after US President Donald Trump unilaterally
withdrewin May from Iran’s nuclear deal with
world powers, threaten humanitarian trade
with Iran due toambiguities concerning their
scopeand objectives. Thatis why humanitarian
trade, which mustbe ethically and technically
exempt from sanctions, wasamain focusofthe
London gatherings, Financial Tribunereported.
‘Excessive’ Reliance on Sanctions

Lord Lamontsaid the USisrelying on sanctions
excessively,whichhave mostly targeted average
Iranians. He pointed outthatthe sanctions may
createacrisisinterms of humanitarian trade.

“The British government has secured the
guarantee from the governmentin Washington
thathumanitarian trade items will be exempt
fromsanctions,” the trade envoy said, adding
that the British government continues to
interactwith the Office of Foreign Assets Control
ofthe US Treasury Departmenton thisissue.

But the British official maintained that US
banking sanctions against Iran continue to
poseaserious threatto humanitarian trade,
including exports of medicine, food and
agricultural products to Iran. He pointed to
measures adopted by the European Union to
maintaintieswith Iran,includingthe creation of
aspecial purposevehicle (SVP),and expressed
hopethatitwillbe able to maintain ties without
havinganything to do with the US.Healso said

itbecomes more vital than ever for Iranian
bankstoupgrade themselves tobetter conform
to European standards.Lamont said itis a
“major step” for the UK toalignitselfagainstits
longtime ally US concerning the nuclear deal,
referringto the dealasalandmarkagreement
thatmay serveasaplatformto conduct further
negotiationsinthe future.He saiditisimperative
forIrantobeableto continuebenefiting fromits
oil exports, stressing that Saudi Arabia will fail
tofullyaccountforthe gap created by declining
oilexportsfromIran,and said Europeannations
arenegotiatingwith Asian counterpartstokeep
buyingIraniancrude.“Evenasthe USsaysthese
sanctionsare supposed tobethe moststringent,
sanctions notbacked by Europe cannotbe the
moststringent,’ Lamontsaid.

/

Central Bank of Iran Governor Expects
Additional Forex Allocation for Imports

The central bank governor said volume of foreign currency trade
inthe secondary marketamounted to€7.3 billionin the pasttwo
months. Abdolnaser Hemmati predicted that this amount would
accelerate because the governmenthas bestowed more power on
the Central Bank of Iran to offer forex from petrochemical exports
and othernon-oil exportersin the secondary market, the regulator
reported onits website on Saturday.

Secondarymarketdealsare made through the Forex Deals Integrated
System, an online system locally known by its acronym Nima.
Through the systemimporters declare their currency needs and
exporters offer their foreign currency earnings while banks and
exchangebureausactasintermediaries.

IranTrade

Since the beginning of the current fiscal in March, more than $27
billionwasallocated forimports of 25 basicand necessity goods by
the CBland $9.5 billion through was sold through Nima. Hemmatisaid
underthe prevailingeconomicconditionsidentifyingand prioritizing
the “genuine” importneeds are crucial to which the Ministry of
Industries, Mining, and Trade along with other relevant ministries
mustpay closeattention.

N

Inhisbelief, notofferingrial earnings gained from exportsto Iragand
Afghanistanisunacceptableand stressed thatrial exports too should
returntothe cycle of country’s economy, Financial Tribunereported.
The Central Bank of Iranrequires all exporters to repatriate their
currency earnings within three months oruse them toimportnew
goods. Exportersobjectthatthe three-month deadlineisnotenough
and thatitshould notinclude earnings disbursedinlocal currency.
Trade balance showed a $940 million surplus during the firsthalf
ofthe currentfiscal (March 21-September 22). Exports totaled
$23 billion to register 13% increase compared to last year’s
correspondingperiod, whileimportssawa$3-billiondeclineto $22.1
billion, the head of Iran Export Confederation Mohammad Lahooti
toldapressbriefingon Saturday.

Lahootisaid China, Iraq, the UAE, and Afghanistan were the top five
exportdestinations during the six-month period, IBENAreported.
Lessthan $7 billion wasinjected into Nima during the sex months,
hesaid.

Iran’s exports to Europe have declined noticeablyin H1. He put
exportsto Germanyat$134 million.

Lahootisaid thevalue of registered importorders was€56.5 billion
duringthe period underreview; however the figure does notreflect
therealimportsor currencyallocation butthat demand forimport
hasbeenincreasing, twice higher compared to the same period last
year.
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Iran-Russia Non-Oil Trade Sees

Over SO Percent Hike

Irantraded 956,662 tons of $118.16 million,up 17.63%
non-oil commoditiesworth and 20.77% in volume and
closeto$751.38 millionwith value respectively year-on-
Russia during the firsthalf year. RussiawasIran’s 21st
of the current Iranian year exportdestinationduringthe
(March21-Sept.22). period.

This marks a 25.7% and The above figures account
81.21%growthinweightand for 0.38% and 0.51% ofthe
valuerespectively compared tonnage and value ofIran’s
withthecorrespondingperiod total exports overthe period
oflastyear; latestdatareleased respectively, Financial
bythelslamicRepublicoflran Tribunereported.

Customs Administration Iranmainlyexportedapples,
show. fresh and frozen tomatoes,
Iran’sexportstoRussiastood pistachio and kiwi to Russia
at212,605 tons worth over duringthesix-month period.
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What's News

o Italian Firms
Keep Doing
Businessin Iran
[talian investment
companies remain
activeinlIran,despitethe
unilateral USsanctions,
saysthehead of Trade
Promotion Section of
theItalian Embassyin
Iran."Wehavereceived
a great number of
requests from Italian
companiestoinvestin
Iran and the embassy
tries to facilitate
them,” said Augusto Di
Giacinto in a meeting
withthe chairmanofthe
chamber of commerce
and  businessmen
of Iran’s northern
Mazandaran Province.
The Italian official
noted thatsmall family-
owned businesses
constitute over %90 of
Italian productionand
industrial companies
thatcankeep working
inlranduringsanctions.

oIranSigns
MoUwith
Germany
on'Training
Managers

Iran Small Industries
and Industrial Parks
Organization  and
the German Society
for International
Cooperation (known
by the German
abbreviation GIZ) have
signed amemorandum
of understanding on
a manager training
program.The program
entails executives from
Asia, Eastern Europe,
North Africaand Latin
Americalearningabout
German companies
and how they work
and build up business
contacts in Germany
beforereturninghome
withnewideas fortheir
own companies. Forthe
German companies, the
program often marks
the startoflong-term
businessrelations.To
date, morethan 13,000
executives from 19
countries have taken
part in the manager
training  program
initiated by the German
Federal Ministry for
Economic Affairs and
Energy.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE

1,186.5%




Iran, Russia, India study ways of boosting
cooperation

Delegations from Iran, Russiaand India metin Moscow on Sunday conferring on the
threats ofthemodern world and hurdlesin expandingregional cooperation between
theneighboringstates.

Iran Rejects Allegation of Interference in US
Elections as Delusional

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qassemidismissed as “baseless” Washington’s
claimabout Tehran’s efforts toundermine US elections, saying that such assertions are
rooted in “akind of unknown delusion.”“The Islamic Republic of Iran’s principled policy is
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Late welfare
forpilgrims
of Imam
Hussein(AS)

currency in
Iran, have greatly
increased the costof
commuting in Iraq.
Officials, having seen
problems, thought of
atraveler's currency
And this wandering
traveler's currency
hasalsowandered the
pilgrims. Arba'in has
avery high statusin
Islamic culture and
hasunique value and
importance. Many of
thenation's scholars
emphasized on the
welfare of the pilgrims
and they have said
thatthe government
should do everything
in its power for the
pilgrims' well-being.
This plan should have
beendonealongtime
ago.
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Rouhaniproposes
newministerial
picksto Parliament
[ranian PresidentHassan
Rouhanihas submitted
thelistofhisnominees
for four ministerial posts
tothe Parliament.

In a letter read to the
Parliamenton Sunday by
Ali-Asghar Yousefnejad,
the spokesman for
presiding board of the
Parliament, Rouhanihas
proposed new picks for
labor, economy, industry
androad ministries.
Accordingly, Mohammad
Shariatmadari  has
been suggested for the
Ministry of Cooperatives,
Labor, and Social
Welfare, which has
beenrunby acaretaker
minister since the
impeachmentofMinister
AliRabiei on August8 by
the Iranian Parliament
over mismanagement.
Farhad Dejpasand, the
ex-deputy head of Iran’s
Budget and Planning
Organization, hasbeen
proposed to take therole
ofeconomy minister.
Reza Rahmani, the
deputy minister of
industry and trade, is
suggested for ministerial
roleinthe same ministry.
And,Mohammad Eslami
hasbeen proposed for
Ministry of Roads and
Urban Development.

non-interference inthe domesticaffairs of other countries,” Qassemisaid in a statementlate
on Saturday.“The US officials’ attempts to accuse the Islamic Republic of Iran of interference
inthe US congressional elections are basically false and misleading, and probably rooted in
akind ofunknown delusion,” he added.Qassemi further emphasized that the White House
has soughttolevel accusations againstother countries with “specific domestic political
purposes”and each dayitadds the name ofacountrytoits delusionallist.US intelligence and
law enforcementagencies on Friday claimed that foreign governments continued to try to
influence US elections, including the upcoming midterm congressional vote in November,

withoutprovidingany proof.

Inthe second and last day of a trilateral meeting organized by the Russkiy Mir
Foundation, the participants discussed means of enhancing strengthening and
broadening cooperation between Russia, Iran and India.lranian Ambassador to
Russia,as well as Chairman ofthe Political and International Research Institute of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Seyed Kazem Sajjadpourrepresented the Islamic Republic.
Addressingthe meeting, Iran's Ambassador to Russia Mehdi Sanaei stressed the
importance of coordination and trilateral collaborations between the three states

saying conduction ofjoint projects should be facilitated.

Leader agrees to 500S$Smn withdrawal
for pharmaceuticals

Iran’s VP Es’hagh Jahangiri
said Sun. that Leader of
Islamic Revolutionhasagreed
to the withdrawal of 500$
million from Iran's sovereign
wealth fund to support
pharmaceutical companies.

“500$ million will be withdrawn
from the National Development
Fund, and exchanged into
rial to support domestic
pharmaceutical companies.
Leader approved the measure
last week, and there’s no
problem,” said Iranian Vice-
President Es’hagh Jahangiriata
ceremony marking the National
ExportDay on Sunday.

Talkingaboutthe US’ withdrawal
from the Iran nuclear deal and
there-imposition of economic
sanctions, Jahangiri said the
second batch of sanctions,
although notdue until Nov. 5,
seems to have already affected
the oil, banking and transport
indicators, which make the
country's main sources of

revenue.
“A number of countries have
already yielded to Trump’s
[pressure] and stopped
buying our oil, but we haven’t
been sitting around, doing
nothing about it. We have
found workarounds to export
our oil against US’ wishes,”
stressed Jahangiri.Jahangiri
had previously said that Iran

had found new clients forits oil,
addingthatnegotiationshadalso
been held with old clients to find
ways around the sanctions. He
had also maintained that even
if sanctions cutlIran’s oil sales

“500$ millionwillbe
withdrawn fromthe
National Development
Fund, and exchanged
intorialtosupport

-

World slamming Saudi
journo>s murder

Severalinternational bodies and organizations havelashed out
atthe murder of Saudijournalistand called for identifyingand
punishingthoseaccountable for the crime.

According to Palestine Today, the United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said on Sunday heis “deeply troubled”
by the confirmation of the criticjournalistJamal Khashoggi’
murder by Saudi Arabia and called for the punishmentofthose
involvedinthe crime.

Agnes Callamard, the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial
executions, also said in a tweet on Saturday, <Saudi Arabias
explanation for the arbitrary execution of Jamal Khashoggi
isjustnotplausible,» urging for «<a trustworthy, impartial and
transparentinvestigation.»

Inthe samevein, the Amnesty International issued a statement
on Saturday, saying the Saudiauthorities> claims<that Khashoggi
died asaresultofa ‘fist-fight’inside the consulate are not
trustworthy», saying only anindependent probe will ensure
uncovering the mysterybehind murdering the Saudijournalist.
Condemning the murder, UNESCO also urged the relevant
authorities to<bringits perpetratorstojustice.

Christophe Deloire, secretary-general of Reporters Without
Borders, warned against compromise with Saudi Arabia

domestic pharmaceutical
by half, the country wouldbe  companies. Leader
stilleconomically safebecause  gpprovedthe measure
itissellingits crude oilhigher lastweek, andthere’sno
thanthe pricetagithassetinits  problem,”
annual budgetplan.
~

regarding the crime, saying <a compromise policy would result
ingiving a dicense tokill> to a Kingdom that putsinjail, lashes,
kidnapsand evenKkillsjournalists who dare to investigate and
launch debates.»

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia Freeland said in
astatement on Saturday, <We reiterate our call for athorough
investigation, in full collaboration with the Turkish authorities,
and a full and rigorous accounting of the circumstances
surrounding Mr. Khashoggi>s death.»

Inastatementreleased on the official website of the European
Parliament, Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the
European Union for Foreign Affairsand Security Policy said, <The
emerging circumstances ofJamal Khashoggi’s death are deeply
troubling, including the shocking violation of the 1963 Vienna
Convention on Consular Relationsand particularlyits Article 55.»
Earlier, Germany, France, Britain and several other countries
had denounced the crime, calling for transparent probe into the
murder ofthe Saudijournalist.

The 59-year-old Saudi investigative journalist vanished on
Octobersecond after entering the Saudi Consulate in Istanbul to
collectdocuments for his forthcoming marriage.

After 18 days of silence and rejecting claims that Khashoggiwas
killed, the Saudigovernmentfinallybowed down to international
pressureand claimed the prominentjournalistwasKkilled inafist-
fightinside Istanbul consulate.
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Western Iran border working

nonstop: Governor

Due to the startof the Shiarituals, Arbaeen
walk, in the western borders Shalamcheh,
Chazabeh, and Mehran, in order to smooth
the way for the exports, Parvizkhan border
terminal will be open 24 hours aday, said the
Qasr-e Shirin governor.“2,000 vehicles have
crossed Parvizkhan border in thelasttwo
daysto exportgoods,” said Morad-Ali Tatar
“Arrangements with the customs and border
guard have been made for -24hour incessant
exports,”headded. Parvizkhan border terminal
islocated in Kermanshah Province, western
Iran, sharing border with Iraqi Kurdestan
Region. Theborderisin charge of over %54
ofIran’s exportsto Iraq.Tatar also reported
thatover4.9m tons of goods worth 226.3$m
have been exported to Iraqvia Parvizkhan and
Khosraviborders since the beginning of the
currentIranian calendar on March 21. Some
1200-800vehicles departfor Iraqi Kurdistan
Region through Parvizkhanborder and another
500 vehicles cross Khosraviborder to export
goodstoIraq. Arbaeen pilgrimage or Arbaeen
walkis widely recognized as the singlelargest
annual peaceful gatheringin the world where
people swarm together and walk towards
the shrines of Imam Hussein (AS) in Karbala,
Iraq, to pay tribute to him.Millions of devotees
undertake the journey thatis marked with
prayers, mourning ceremonies and acts of
charity.

Russiasays US withdrawal from
Nuclear Forces Treaty ‘very

dangerous’

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei
Ryabkov said that US decision to pull outofthe
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty
(INF) with Russiaisa “very dangerousstep”.
Ifthe US continues to withdraw unilaterally
fromagreements, then Russiawilladoptarange
ofretaliatory measures, including military
ones,hewarned."We are treating with concern
and condemnation the United States' new
attempts to force Russia to make concessions
inthe sphere ofinternational security and
strategicstability viablackmailing. The Russian
side hasrepeatedly said that the US side has
noreasons foraccusing Russia of allegedly
violating this treaty. After allthese years, they
have failed to substantiate their fanciful claims
by clear explanations why they are doing this,"
Sputnik quoted himas saying on Sunday.Earlier,
Donald Trump announced the country's exit
from the INF treaty due to alleged Russian
violations.The 1987 INF Treaty prohibits
the development, deploymentand testing of
ground-launched ballistic or cruise missiles
withrangesbetween 300 and 3,400 miles.

Trump: Democrats Want Americato Become Venezuela

The US president warned during his
Nevadarally that “radical socialism” and
“openborders” policies would turnthe US
into Venezuela.

Trump made his remarks at the latest
Republican Party and Make America Great
Againrallyin Elko, where he supported the
regional candidate. He focused on warning
ofthe consequencesaDemocraticvictory
would have forimmigration policy ifthe
party prevailed during the midterms and
managed to capture control ofthe House
and Senate.
“DemocratswantAmericatobecome —it’s
noteventheywantitbutthat'swhat'sgoing
tohappen — Venezuela,” he said, Sputnik

reported.

Healsomade special remarks about the
caravan of 4,000 asylum seekers from
the Central American states of Honduras
and Guatemala which was makingits way
towards the US-Mexicanborder.
“Democrats wantthe caravan, they like the
caravan,” he said, accusing Democrats of
wantingto give welfare and health careto
illegalimmigrants.

Trump recently slammed Democrats via
Twitter, accusingthem ofbeingan “angry
ruthless unhinged mob determined to
getpower by any means necessary.” He
alsourged Americans to vote for “jobs not
mobs.”

"Thenew platformisradical socialismand
openbordersthatleadto crime,” hesaid,
referring to the Democrats’ policies, that
would beimplied ifthey are to take the
Senate majority.

Earlier, before the rally, Trump tweeted
the Democratsare “being obstructionists”
towards the immigration policies and
suggested that if they were to come
together with Republicans to write up
thenewlaws, itwould take “lessthan one
hour”

Senate Minority Leader Charles 'Chuck’
Schumer (D-NY) and House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) earlier
released ajointstatement where they

accused
the US president and
Republicans of distracting attention away
from problems posed by the US health
caresystem. “The presidentisdesperate
to change the subject from health care to
immigrationbecause he knowsthathealth
careisthenumberoneissue Americans
careabout,” Pelosiand Schumer stated.




Diplomatic Source: US Withdrawing from
INF Treaty to Pursue Unipolar World

The mainreasoningbehind the US decision to withdraw from the In-
termediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty is Washington’s dream
aboutaunipolarworld,asourceinthe Russian Foreign Ministry said on
Sunday.“‘Russiahasrepeatedly exposed the US course onundermining
the INF Treaty. Washington wanted to make this step for many years,
intentionally and gradually eroding the contractual base,” the source said.
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NewspaPe" 5000Rials “Atthesametime, thisdecisionisinline with US course on withdrawing from
L \pisfana? internationallegal agreements thatimpose equal obligations onall partnersand
\{ml‘i‘? Monday,October 22,2018, make the conceptoftheir ‘exceptionalism’ vulnerable,” the source told TASS.
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Wastewater suitable toirrigate

green space

"The quality standards of wastewater are not

yet accepted perfectly, but it is suitable to
irrigate the green space. By considering the
drought conditions, there is no way except using waste-
water toirrigate the green space throughout the city,"
an expert in environmental pollution said.

"Research studies, takingadvantage fromthe experts'
opinionsand monitoring water, soil, and pests are
the mostimportant factors effecting the quality of
soilresources for plantsand green spaces,” Ardeshir
Khosravisaid.

"Inorder to have control over the quality of the soil
resources and plant more, we need monitoring
programsincertain time intervals; these controls
shouldbe carried outby ateam ofexperts," headded.
"Using wastewater in the green space ofthe fruitand
vegetable marketis only for maintaining the greenery
ofthe environment, we require more studies in this
regard todevelop the greenspace," hesaid regarding
theimpact ofusing wastewater for the green space of
the fruitand vegetable market.

Saying that observing the standards and the

continuous monitoring are necessary actions, he
noted, "Investigation and monitoring ofboth soiland
water should be carried out simultaneously and itis
suggested thathigh waterrequirement plants should
bereplaced with droughttolerantplants.”

The seminar of "investigating the reason for
sudden dying of plants in the green space of the
fruit and vegetable market of Isfahan, and the
quality examination of wastewater and its effect on
physiological disorders ofthe plants” washeld in park
and green space organization.

H1 Exports From Golestan Province Rise %62 to 137Sm

More than 185,000 tons of commodities worth
around 137$ million were exported from the
northern Golestan Province during the first half
ofthe currentIranian year (March -21Sept. 22),
which showsa %57 and %62 growth in weight
and valuerespectively compared with the similar
period oflastyear.

Accordingto Director General of Golestan Customs
Offices Ebrahim Hosseini, rebarand iron, dairy
products, tomato paste and polystyrene were the
main exported goods from the province over the
period, IRNAreported.

Themain exportdestinations were Turkmenistan,
AfghanistanandIraq.

Hosseinisaid thatclose to 37,000 tons of goods
worth 15$ million wereimported into the province
during the same period, registeringa %15 decline
invalue compared with the corresponding period
oflastyear,according to Financial Tribune.
Mostafa Sedaqat, the head of Golestan Veterinary

General Office's Public Relations told Financial
Tribune earlier thisweek thatshrimp producedin
thenorthern province hasreceived Iran Veterinary
Organization’s permitto be directly exported to the
European countries.

“After many inspections and audits over the past
months, IVO experts verified that Golestan’s
shrimp meets the European Commission’s
standards and can be exported directly to EU
member states,” the official said.

Prior to this, the official noted that shrimp
producedin the province used to be exported
underbrandsbelongingto southern provinceslike
Hormozgan.

“Gomishan Shrimp Farm in northwest Golestan
is the only site producing farmed shrimps in
the province. This huge facility has made
infrastructural renovations and raised the bar on
hygienicconsiderationstobeableto meetthe EC
standards,” headded.

Leaderagrees to 500$Smn
withdrawal for pharmaceuticals

Iran among 9 top satellite-building
countries: Space Agency head

Barari, Head of Iran Space Agency, said Sun. thatthe
IslamicRepublicoflranisamongthe top 9 countries
inbuilding satellites, nextto US, Russia, Canadaand
some European countries.

Barari said thatIran ranks firstin the Middle East
regioninscientificauthority,adding thatthe country
held the 14th place in the world in aerospace
engineeringin2016,and improved its ranking to
11thin2017.He expressed hope thatthis scientific
authority could one day become a technological,
industrialand economicauthority as well.
Accordingto him, in the period from 2006 to 2015,
Iran became one of the first nine countries in the
world thatcompleted a full space technology cycle.
Talking aboutthe Space Agency’s projects, Barari
noted the Amir Kabir University of Technology
Satellite Project, saying the satellite is in the
launchingstage.

He described the satellite as being 50cm to 60cm
in each dimension, capable of reaching 500km in

height.

The AUT satellite is equipped with four
cameras on different wavelengths, capable of
storing information and allowing simultaneous
communicationamong45 users,headded.

Barari maintained that four colleges, 16 university
professors,aswellas 110 PhD and postgraduate
studentswereinvolved inthe AUT satellite project.
He further putthe total costofthe projectatnearly
1.2$ million.

Syria suitable market for Iran's goods

Chairman of Tehran's Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Minesand Agriculture said thatgiven the
factthatexporttariffs for Syrian exports to the Arab
countries arezero, this country can be the source of
Iranian goods.

Masoud Khansari made the remarks on Saturday
atthe first Iranian-Syrian trade summit while
expressing his satisfaction with the process of
resuming the two countries'interactions.

'Forthe firsttime, the Syrian business delegation has
cometolran,’ headded.

“Syriahasbeeninvolved in many wars before, sowe
hopewe canplayakeyroleinthe currentsituationin
the Syrian markets,” Khansari further said.
Khansarireiterated that studies show thatwe can
cooperate with the Syrianside, and Iranhasamore
activeroleinthe exportofgoods.

Secretary of I[ran-Syria Cooperation Headquarters
Hassan Danaeefaralso said atthe firstIranian-Syrian
trade summitthateightyearsago few thoughtthat
the Syrian army and its supporters would achieve
thisvictory.

He stated thatthe westerners and somereactionary
states of the region thought that sovereignty
would change in Syria, butnone of those ambitions
were achieved with plans and measures.The first
vice presidentadvisor called the volume of trade
exchanges between the two countries as limited,
and said, "Why do we have about 160$ million
in economic transactions despite the extensive
political relations between the two countries?
“Whywe don'thave ajointbankand why have'ntthe
Syrianand Iranian companies registered in other
countries?” He continued.
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