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NEWS

Iran's power plants output
capacityrises 12-fold

The output capacity of Iranian power plants have
risen 12-fold since the beginning ofthe Islamic
Revolutionandreached over 85,000 MW.
Thefigurewas 7,024 MW 42 yearsagoand wasonly
abletosupply partofthe country'sneeds.
Inadditiontoreplacingdomestic expertsinthe
power plantindustry, good efforts were made on
investmentinthissector.

Earlier, Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian
said that80% ofrefineries’ fuel has transformed
togas.

After US,Russiaand]apan, Iranis the 4th country
thatusesgasasfuelforrefineries,headded.
Hehailed 85,000 MW capacity of power plantsin
Iranasagreatachievementcompared with thatof
43yearsago.

Some 582 thermal power plants have sofarbeen
builtin 129 powerplantsinIran.

Ardakanianalso praised achievementsin solar
power plant field, saying it has now 900 MW

capacity.
Solarfarms’installed
capacity stands atnearly

900MW

Iran’sinstalled capacity of solar farms stands at
nearly 900 megawatts (MW), according to the
Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian.

Highlighting thatmany good strides have been
takeninthis field in the country over the recent
years,theministersaid thatthesignificantincrease
inthe capacity ofthe country’s power plants,which
istheresultofthe efforts of domesticexperts, can
meetallthe electricity needs of the country, while
boostingIran’selectricity export.

Theshare ofsolarpowerplantsin Iran’srenewable
electricity generation capacity has reached
49 percent,according to the datareleased by
Iran's Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency
Organization (knownasSATBA).

Renewables, includinghydropower, account for
seven percentoflran’s total energy generation,
versusnaturalgas’s90 percentshare.
Overall,inthenextfouryears,Iranisaimingfora
5,000 MW increaseinrenewable capacity tomeet
growingdomesticdemand and expanditspresence
intheregionalelectricitymarket.

According to SATBA, the number of small-scale
solar power plants across the countrywhich are
used by households or smallindustries is also
increasingnoticeably as Iranian householdsand
smallindustriesareembracingthe newtechnology
withopenarmsandinvestorsalso seem eager for
morecontributioninthisarea.
Iranisalsoplanningon expandingits presencein
theregion’srenewable energymarket.
Accordingto the energy minister, the country has
greatpotentialsinthefield of renewable energies
and can have asignificantrolein developingthe
region’smarketforsuch energies.

“Relying on the high potential of renewable
energy sources, including solar, wind, biomass,
geothermal, etc,, the Energy Ministry has planned
goodmeasuresinordertoimplementnewpolicies
for creating positive changesin the development
ofthe country’srenewable energy sector,” the
ministersaid.

Backin December 2020, Mohammad Satakin,
whoheadsIran's Renewable Energy and Energy
Efficiency Organization (SATBA),said the capacity
ofthe country’srenewable power plantswas going
toreach 1,000 MW (one gigawatt) by the end ofthe
currentgovernment’'sincumbency (August2021).
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Iran’s petchem production capacityrises

13.9mtons

The capacity of Iranian petrochemical

productionincreased by 13.5 milliontonsin

the previous Iranian calendaryear (ended

onMarch 20) following the inauguration of

12 new petrochemical projectsacross the

country.

With the
inauguration of
the mentioned
projects  which
were definedunder
the framework of
the petrochemical
industry’s second leap, the
country’stotal petrochemical
production capacityhasnow
reached 83.5 million tons.
According to the National
Petrochemical Company
(NPC), the second leap of
the petrochemical industry
isgoingtoberealized in the
current Iranian calendar
year (started on March 21)
toboostthe country’sannual
petrochemicalrevenuesupto
$25billion.

Thethirdleap oftheindustry,
whichisaimedtoincreasethe
revenues fromthe mentioned
sector to $37 billion, is also
planned to take placein the
Iranian calendar year 1404
(beginsinMarch 2025).
According to the Iranian

NEWS

President Hassan Rouhani,
the country’s petrochemical
production capacity has
nearly doubled over the past
eightyears.

“The petrochemical
production capacity is
expectedtoreach 100 million
tonsinthe currentyear and
this shows thatalotofwork
hasbeendone.therevenues
from the petrochemical
industry have helped us
duringtheyears ofeconomic
warandsanctions,” Rouhani
said earlier.

The president noted that
17 petrochemical projects
worthabout$12billion were
planned to be inaugurated

acrossthe countrytorealize
the second leap of the
industry, of which 12 were
put into operation in the
previous yearand the rest
willgooperationthisyear.

Takht]Jamshid Petrochemical
Complex in Khuzestan
Province, Miandoab
Petrochemical Complexin
West Azarbaijan Province,
Kaveh Petrochemical
Complex in Bushehr
Province, Lorestan
Petrochemical Complex
in Lorestan Province, and
Middle East Kimiaye Pars
ComplexinBushehrProvince
were among the projects
inaugurated during the

previousyear.

The petrochemical industry
playsacrucialroleinIran’s
non-oil economy, as the
petrochemical export is
the second-largest source
ofrevenue for the country
after crude oil. Petrochemical
exports already constitute
nearly 33 percent of the
country’snon-oil exports.
Iran has been highly
developing this sector
over the past few years
as the development of the
giant South Pars gas field
(Iran shares with Qatarin
the Persian Gulf) hasbeen
supplying more feedstock to
thepetrochemical units.
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IMIDRO identifies 1,700 new
promising mineral zones across

Iran

Head of the explorations department of
the Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Developmentand Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO) hasannounced the identification
0f1,700 new promising mineral zonesacross
the country, IRNAreported.

Accordingto Ali Asgharzadeh, the mentioned
regions coveratotalareaof110,080square
kilometers.

The official noted that IMIDRO carried out
reconnaissance and prospecting operations
onover478,343 square kilometers ofland
duringthe previous Iranian calendar year
(ended onMarch 20), of which 66,000 square
kilometers have been handed over to the
private sector to be explored.

Noting that the necessary licenses for
explorationmustbeissued for IMIDRO by the
Industry, Miningand Trade Departments of

the provincesinwhich the minesarelocated,
Asqarzadehsaid: “So far,IMIDRO has applied
forexplorationlicenses for 492 regions with
anareaof32,120 squarekilometers.”

“Some 63 explorationlicenses for various
mineralssuchaslead and zinc, gold, copper,
iron, coal, brine, etc. have beenissued for
IMIDROanditssubsidiaries,and exploration
operations are being pursued inlicensed
areas,” hesaid.

“Also, licensing processes are underway for
30 zones, and discovery certificates have
beenissued for fourregions,”headded.
Backin May 2020, the Iranian Industry,
Mining, and Trade Ministry had signed a
trilateral memorandum of understanding
(MOU) with IMIDRO and the Geological
Surveyand Mineral Explorations of Iran (GSI)
forexpansion ofthe country’s mining sector.
Development of cooperationin the fields
of exploration, extraction, and processing
of minerals, utilization of capacities,
experiences, and abilities of each sector,

and attracting more investment from the
country’s private sector and cooperativesin
thisindustry were some of the main goals of
thesigned agreement.

IMIDRO is a major state-owned holding
company active in the miningsectorinIran.
The companyhas 55 operational subsidiaries
activeinsteel,aluminum, copper, cement,and
mineral exploitation fields.

The company is currently collaborating
with major mining companies across the
country including Khuzestan Steel Company,
Mobarakeh Steel Company, Golgohar Mining,
and Industrial Company, Chadormalu Mining
and Industrial Company, and also Iran
Minerals Productionand Supply Company.
Due to the significantrole of the mining
sectorinthe country’s non-oil exports, the
Industry, Mining,and Trade Ministry hasbeen
pursuingoperational targets in the mining
sector’s three major areas of exploration,
extraction,and processing over the past few
years.
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Copper concentrate production
rises 6%in 11 months

Production of copper concentrate in Iran rose six percent
duringthe 11 months from March 20,2020 until February
18,2021 (whichwasthe first 11 months ofthe pastIranian
calendaryear),as compared to the same period of time inits

Asreported, over 46 million tons of copper concentrate was
producedinthesaidtimespan.

Usedasraw materialsin coppersmelting, copper concentrates
have a copper contentofabout 30 percentby weight. The
remainder consists mostly of sulfur and iron. Copper
concentratesaremade mostly fromsulfide ores.
Theperiodical reportsand statisticsindicate thatIran’smetals
sectoris progressingbothin terms of production and export
despitethelimitationsimposed bythe U.S.sanctions.

The country’s copperindustryis moving forward noticeably, as
someoutstandingprojectsareimplemented.
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Annual

natural gas
consumption
rises 8%

Head of National
Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC)’s Dispatching
Departmentsaid the
country’s natural
gas consumption in
the previous I[ranian
calendar year
(ended on March
20) increased eight
percentcompared to
the preceding year
(1398).

Some 233 billion cubic
meters of natural gas
was consumed inthe
country during the
previous year while
the figure stood at
216 billion cubic
metersin 1398,IRNA
reported, quoting
Mohammadreza
Jolaeiassaying.
According to Jolaei,
of the total gas
consumption in the
previous year, 122
billion cubic meters
was consumed
by domestic,
commercial,and non-
majorindustries, 24
billion cubic meters
wasthe share ofmajor
industries and 66
billion cubic meters
was allocated to
power plants.

The official noted that
during the pastyear,
the consumption by
domesticsectorand
power plants hitnew
record highsbut NIGC
managed to prevent
any major blackouts
evenduring the peak
consumption periods.
The country’s power
plants received an
average of 167 million
cubic meters (mcm)
ofgasperdayin1398,
which reached 181
million cubic meters
perdayintheprevious
year,indicatinga 5.1
billion increase in
the power plants’ gas
consumption.
According to Julaei,
some 262 billion
cubic meters of gas
wasinjected into the
national gas network
in the previous
year, registering
a six-percent rise
comparedto 1398.
Mentioning
the average gas
consumption during
the current Iranian
calendar month
(started on March
21),theofficial putthe
figure at 606 million
cubic meters for
Saturday.
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Iran Urges
France

to Honor
JCPOA, Stop
Abiding by

US Sanctions

Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said he has
called on France to
fulfill its obligations
under the 2015
nuclear deal and
refuse to obey the US
sanctionsasthe]JCPOA
Joint Commission is
going to convene in
Vienna.

In a post on his
Twitter account on
Saturday, Zarif said
he had a telephone
conversation with his
French counterpart
about the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA).

“In a telephone call
with French FM Jean-
Yves Le Drian today
[ urged France to
show a constructive
stance onthe JCPOAin
next week’s meeting
in Vienna,” the top
Iranian diplomatsaid.
“I called on France
to honor its
commitments under
the accord, and to
ceaseabidingbyillegal
sanctionsimposed by
the US,” henoted.
Following the 18th
meeting of the JCPOA
Joint Commission
that was held via
videoconference on
Friday, the participants
decided to proceed
withthetalksinVienna
nextweek to continue
the consultations
and define the
measuresrelating to
the termination of US
sanctions.

The JCPOA was signed
in2015 between Iran
and the Group 5+1
and endorsed by the
UN Security Council
Resolution2231.
However, then-US
president Donald
Trump unilaterally
pulled Washington
out of the nuclear
dealin May 2018 and
reinstated the anti-
Iranian sanctions that
had been lifted by the
deal.

As the remaining
European parties
have failed to fulfill
their commitments
to the accord and
compensate for
Washington’sabsence,
Iran moved in May
2019 toscale backits
JCPOA commitments.

=

Iran-China cooperation plan, serious warning to US:

Qalibaf

Iranian Parliament (Majlis) speaker Mohammad-Bager Qalibafsaid on Sunday that the
roadmap for Iranian 25-year cooperation with China was a serious warningto the United
States.He said thatthe documentmade the USlearn thatthe international relationsare
changingrapidly to the detriment of the country so thatitisnolongerinaposition to
imposeamodel, program, oragreementunilaterally onindependentstates.Noting that
theworldisnotlimited to the West, and the nextcenturyisthe century of Asia, the Iranian
speakersaid, highlighting the roadmap as strategic. He proposed thatthe same models
canalsobepursued forimprovement of strategic relations with other countries, the
neighboring countriesin particular. Qalibafsaid thatthe roadmap only draws a general
outlines forrelations between the two countries and future plansare needed to turn the

documentinto tangible economic cooperation and cooperationin many otherareas.

Iraqi Resistance's decision to expel US absolutely certain

Emphasizingthe need to expel US troops from the country, a spokesman for the Asa'ib Ahlal-Haq

Iraq.

movementin [raqsaid thattheresistance will be continued until the end ofthe US occupation of

Inreaction to US efforts to maintain its military presencein Iraq, the Spokesman for the Asa'ib
Ahlal-Haqg movement]awad al-Talabawi said that US efforts to stay longerin Iraq are completely
rejected.The decision of the Iraqi Resistance to expel the Americans from Iraqi territoryis quite
decisive, headded.Theresistance will be continued until the end of the US occupation of Irag, he
stressed,addingthat Resistance operationsagainstthe occupiers willnotstop untilall USmilitary
basesinIraqare closed.Earlier, Kataeb Hezbollah's Spokesman Jaafar al-Husseini said, "In our
view, strategic talks with Washington are worthless. These talks will ultimately be ofnouse."

"Parliamentarians, as well as the Iraqi people, have made their decision against the Americans

foralongtime. They oppose the presence ofthe American occupiersin the country,"headded.

Iran-Chinadeal non-binding: Academic

An Iranian university professoris ofthe

opinion thatthe Iran-China -25year

Cooperation Program or Comprehensive

Strategic Partnership is not a new

phenomenonininternational relations,

makingclear thatitis non-binding.

Ali Omidi
told IRNA in
an exclusive
interview on F
Sunday that |
NEWS such strategic

G agreements have

been common since 2000
and thatmany statessuchas
Chinaand Russiainked such
accordsinabidtodevelop
long-term partnership with
other countries.

This kind of strategic
partnership contract
is completely different
from strategic treaties in
legal terms, the academic
noted, adding that such
a memorandum of
understanding is non-
binding for both sides;
thus, parliaments of the
signatories should not
approveit.

The United States signed
strategicagreements with
Saudi Arabia and certain
European states, which
differ from whathas been
exchanged by ChinaandIran,

hesaid.

Beijing and Tehran have
paved the way for future
collaborations based onthe
cooperation program, he
mentioned, noting that the
accordisoflowvalueinterms
oflegal standards, whileitis
very importantconcerning
its political impact; so, the
two sides are bound to
implementitbased onmoral
valuesandpoliticalinterests.
Ifone side does not comply
with the principles of the
agreement, both sides
can stop cooperation, he
said, warning thatsuch an
unsuccessful process can
create negative impact for
future relations, which can
alsobe an alarm for other

states when it comes to
cooperationwith the country
non-complying.
According to the professor,
lack of public knowledge
on the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership as
well as attempts made by
certain Western foes such
asthe United States caused
misinformationand furor.
China has to procure oil
and gas to develop its
infrastructure, he noted,
adding that Iran has also
its own priorities and
policies; so, both sides try to
cooperate, observing win-
winsituation.

Given the Iran-China 25-
year Cooperation Program,
Beijingisgoingtoinvest400

billion dollars in Iranian
oil, gas and transport
sectors, which seems
perfect opportunity for the
developmentofthe Islamic
country, hesaid.

The  document was
exchanged by Chinaand Iran
on March 27, during a visit
by Chinese Foreign Minister
WangYito Tehran.

The agreementdates back
toan official visitby Chinese
President Xi Jinping to
Tehranin2016,duringwhich
the Islamic RepublicofIran
and the People's Republic
of Chinaissued a statement
raisingthelevel of relations
between the two countries
to comprehensive strategic
partnership.

USbiggestviolator ofhuman
rightsinworld

The Syrian Foreign Ministryissued astatement
on the United States' annual human rights
report,saying that Americans are the biggest
humanrightsviolators onaglobal scale.The
Syrian Ministrysaidinastatementon Saturday
that as usual, the report includes lies and
allegationsaboutalleged violationsinalmost
allcountries ofthe world, butthereportshows

racismand blatantinterferenceintheinternal
affairsof countries thatare notsubordinate to
the USadministration, SANAreported.

The Foreign Ministry added that when the
reportdealswith the Syrian Arab Republicand
countriesthatdonotagree with the policies
ofthe United States of America, such as the
Russian Federation, Cuba, China, Venezuela,
Iran, and Belarus, the reportgoes farin the
delusionsandliesrevealed by the people of
these countriesand alarge percentage ofthe

world publicopinion.The Ministry wenton to
say thattheallegations containedinthereport
aboutthe Syrian ArabRepublicarealltakenfrom
thereportsofterroristorganizationsand their
supportersintheregionand the world,adding
thattheauthorsofthereportspretendtoforget
crimes committed by the USadministrations of
seriousviolationsknowntothewholeworldand
inthe United States of Americaitself, including
unilateral coercive measures whichviolatesall
humanrights, especially the righttolife.

Iran Willing to Enhance
Ties with Senegal

Iran’sw president expressed hope for the
promotion of relations with Senegal in
various fields.President Hassan Rouhanion
Sunday sent a message for his Senegalese
counterpart Macky Sall to congratulate the
WestAfricannation onits Independence Day.

Inthe congratulatory message, the Iranian
president hoped for the expansion of
relationsand closer cooperation between
Tehran and Dakar in all fields of mutual
interest considering the determination of
the two countries’ top officials.Rouhani
also wished the “friendly and brotherly”
Senegalese nation prosperity.

Inameeting with Senegal’'sambassadorto

Tehranin February, the Iranian president
hailed Senegal asamajor country thatcould
become the gateway to Iran’s relationship
with other African nations.

Stressing the need forinteraction between
Iranian and Senegalese state-runand private
sectors, Rouhani said the two countries
can work closer in scientific, cultural,
technological and academicfields.

NEWS

FM Zarifto meet with Uzbek
officials for bilateral talks

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
will visit Uzbekistan on Monday, April 5, to discuss
mutual ties between the two countries.
Referringto Iranian Foreign Minister's visit to
Tashkent, capital of Uzbekistan, Uzbek Foreign
Ministry announced that process of political
and economic cooperation and issuesrelated to
transportand investment willbe among the topics
whichwillbe discussed during the visit.
Accordingly, currentbilateral cooperation between
Iranand Uzbekistan, prospects of this cooperation
inpolitical, economic, investment, transportation,
logistics areas as well as otherissues of mutual
concerns will be discussed during the visit of the
Iranian foreign minister to Uzbekistan.

Foreign Minister Zarifisalso scheduled to travel to
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstanand Turkmenistan to meet
with officials of these countries.

Earlier; Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadehannounced Zarif’s visit to four Central
Asian countries and tweeted that Foreign Minister
Zarif is scheduled to visit four Central Asian
countries from April 5 to 8 including Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan
and his visit will focus on bilateral and regional
cooperation.

On Mar. 28, Iranian Foreign Minister traveled to
Tajikistanin order to visit with Tajik officials for
bilateral talks and also to participate in the ninth
session of Heartof Asia - Istanbul Process (HoA-IP).
Inaddition to holding talks with the president
and foreign minister of Tajikistan, Zarifalso met
and held talks with some officials attending the
conferenceincluding Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani.

Iran waiting for 'practical action'
not'empty promise’'

The incomplete empty promise of lifting the
sanctions does not meetthe needs of the Iranian
nation,and Iran's people and officials are waiting
for practical actions, the Speaker of Iran's
Parliamentsaid.

Americans should know thatIran's main strategy
forlifting sanctions is to nullify sanctions, said
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf on Sunday.

He wentonto say thatfollowing Iran’s measure to
reviveits nuclearindustry,itisup to Americansto
lift sanctions onIraninapracticaland complete
way.The incomplete empty promise oflifting the
sanctions does not meetthe needs of the Iranian
nation, he said, adding thatthe Iranian people and
officials are waiting for practical action tolift the
sanctions.Fortunately, the parliament’s new law
onlifting sanctions changed the unilateral game
in favor of Iran, he said, explaining that today if
sanctions remain in place, this will lead to the
progressoflran'snuclearindustry.

Talks with US in Vienna Qut of
Question: Iranian Deputy FM

Iranisnotgoingto hold any talks with US representatives
directly orindirectlyatan upcomingsession of the JCPOA
Joint Commissionin Vienna, Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister

Abbas Araqchisaid.

TheseniorIranian diplomattold IRINN on Sunday thatIran
willnothold any negotiations with the US in the upcoming

meeting ofthe JCPOA partiesin Austria.

Followingthe 18th meeting of the JCPOA Joint Commission
thatwasheldviavideoconference on Friday, the participants
decided to proceed with the talks in Vienna next week
to continue the consultations and define the measures
relating to the termination of US sanctions.“We’ll have no
directorindirecttalks with the US,” Araqchiunderlined,
sayingIranwill be holding negotiations with the JCPOA Joint
Commissionand the Group 4+1 tolay down its conditions

and demands forareturntothe JCPOA.

“Our demand is that the US should first carry outall of
its JCPAO commitments and liftall of the sanctionsithas

2231.

imposed (on Tehran), then we will verify (the removal of
sanctions) andreturn (to the deal),” he explained.
Araqchialsonoted thatthe negotiations between Iran
and the Group 4+1 will be “totally technical and about
the sanctions that mustbe lifted, the measures thatIran
would take” and the arrangements for the removal of the US
sanctions thatmustbe verified.

The Iranian deputy foreign ministeralso madeitclear that
Iran will notapprove any step-by-step plan or proposal.
“From our viewpoint, there is only one step. All of the US
sanctions thatwerere-imposed after Trump’s withdrawal
(fromthe ]JCPOA), or have beenimposed recently, or have
beenrelabeled mustbe defined and the US mustremove
them, then we will verify and return to our commitments.”
Araqchi explained that the final step to be taken by Iran
and the other partieswill be discussed onlyin the technical
negotiations between Tehranand the Group 4+1, namely
Russia, China, the UK, France and Germany.
The]JCPOAwassignedin 2015 between Iran and the Group
5+1andendorsed by the UN Security Council Resolution

However,
then-US president Donald

Trump unilaterally pulled Washington out ofthe nuclear
dealin May 2018 and reinstated the anti-Iranian sanctions
thathadbeenlifted by the deal.

As theremaining European parties have failed to fulfill
their commitments to the accord and compensate for
Washington’sabsence, Iranmovedin May 2019 toscaleback

itsJCPOA commitments.




France calls on Iran to be 'constructive' at nuclear talks in

Vienna

French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian has called on Iran to show a constructive stance in
talkstobeheldin Viennanextweek.Followinga call with his Iranian counterpart Mohammad
Javad Zarif on Saturday, Le Drian said in a statement, “l encouraged Iran to be constructive in
the discussions thatare setto take place. They are meantto help identify in the coming weeks
the steps thatwillbe needed in order to return to full compliance with the nuclear deal known
astheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action”.He claimed that France would be pragmatic and
demandingin the negotiation process.Zarif, for his part, urged France to show a constructive
stance on the JCPOA in next week’s meeting in Vienna and called on France to honor its
commitments under the accord, and to cease abiding by illegal sanctionsimposed by the US.
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Trump Calls for US Republicans to Boycott
Companies amid Voting Law Controversy

widespread voter fraud tainted the 2020
Former US president Donald Trump on Saturday calledon  ¢lection amid the pandemic, when mail-in

UK: Benefits Outweigh Risks for AstraZeneca
despite ¢ Deaths

April, with 5.2 million people now having
Britain'smedicinesregulatorisurgingpeopleto continue  received two jabs.

Republicansand conservativestoboycottsweepingnumber  ballots were widely used. However, these

of companiesamid controversy surroundingnew voting  claimshavebeendisputed by federal and state
laws. elections officials.

taking the AstraZeneca coronavirusvaccine, despite  The relative success of the country's

revealing thatseven peopleinthe UKhave died fromrare  vaccinationprogram hasbeen credited for
helpingto sharply reduce new coronavirus

blood clots after getting the jab.

Inastatementreleased late Saturday evening,
the former presidenttookaimat Democrats
for playing"dirty" and boycotting companies
that"inany way (offend) them." “Foryears
the Radical Left Democrats have played dirty
by boycotting products when anything from
thatcompanyis done or stated inany way that
offends them. Now they are going big time
with the WOKE CANCEL CULTURE and our
sacred elections,” Trump said in a statement
onSaturdayreleased by Save America PAC, The
Hillreported.

Hethen called for Republicansto "fightback"
alleging that "we have more people than they
do,"and urged conservatives to boycottspecific
companiesincluding Coca-Cola, Delta Airlines
and Citigroup.

“It is finally time for Republicans and
Conservatives to fight back— we have more
people than they do— by far! Boycott Major
League Baseball, Coca-Cola, Delta Airlines,
JPMorgan Chase, ViacomCBS, Citigroup, Cisco,
UPSand Merck.Don’tgobackto theirproducts
until they relent. We can play a better game
thanthem,” hesaid.

The call comes as companies have publicly
condemned Georgialaw SB 202 and other
votinglegislation proposed in other states
throughoutthe US.

Many Republicans have supported these
efforts after Trump and his allies alleged

Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp (R) signed SB202 into
lawlastmonth.

Major League Baseball this week moved the
All-Star Game out of Georgiain protestofthe
law, the furthestaction acompany has taken
againstlaw.

Trump directly called for aboycott of MLB
hoursafteritwasannounced.
Amongitsrestrictions, SB 202 limits the use
ofballotdrop boxesand imposed new photo
IDrequirements for absentee voting. Italso
prohibitshandingoutfood and waterto people
within 150 feet ofa polling site, including to
those waitinginlinetovote.

Democrats and critics of the law say it
amounts tovoter suppression, particularly for
communities of color.

Delta Airlines CEO echoed this criticism, telling
employeesinamemo “it's evidentthatthe bill
includes provisions thatwillmakeitharder for
many underrepresented voters, particularly
Blackvoters, to exercise their constitutional
righttoelecttheirrepresentatives.”
Executives at Citibank, which Citigroup owns,
also publicly opposed the law, throwing their
supportbehind 72 Blackbusinessleaderswho
called on companies to push backagainstthe
legislation.

Georgiawas one ofahandful of swing states
that US President]oe Biden won narrowly in
2020 over Trump. Biden’s win was the first
time a Democrat won the Peach state since
1992.

Removing Ansarullah
fromterrorismlist US
'deceptive' game

The Chairman ofthe YemeniSupreme
Revolutionary Committee stressed
that the US' decision to remove
Ansarullah from the so-called
terrorismlistis'deceptive'asthesiege

againstYemenisstillinplace.

The chairman of the Supreme
Revolutionary Committee of Yemen,
Mohammad Alial-Houthi, strongly
criticized the US policy towards the
country.

Despite all US claims terrorism,
aggression, and siege in Yemen
continue, hesaid.

Althoughthe Americansclaimthathe
hasremoved Ansarullahfromthelist
ofterrorists, the siege of the Yemeni
nationstillstanding, henoted.

The United States only claims thatit
seekstoresolve the humanitarian
crisisin Yemen, he said,adding that
however, Washington plays with
wordstodeceive others.

The Medicines and Healthcare Regulatory
Agency, or MHRA, said it wasn't clear if
the shots are causing the clots, and thatits
“rigorousreview into the UKreports ofrare
and specifictypesofblood clotsisongoing.”
Though the agency said late Friday that
seven people had died as a result of
developingblood clots, itdidn’t disclose
anyinformation abouttheiragesorhealth
conditions.

Intotal, MHRA said ithad identified 30
casesofrareblood clotevents outof18.1
million AstraZeneca doses administered
up to and including March 24. The risk
associated with this type of blood clotis
“verysmall,”itadded, AP reported.

“The benefits of COVID-19 vaccine
AstraZeneca in preventing COVID-19
infectionand its complications continue to
outweigh anyrisksand the public should
continue to gettheirvaccine wheninvited
todoso,” said Dr.June Raine, theagency’s
chiefexecutive.

Concerns over the AstraZenecavaccine
have already prompted some countries
including Canada, France, Germany and
the Netherlandstorestrictits use to older
people.

The UK, which hasrolled out coronavirus
vaccines faster than other European
nations, is particularly reliant on the
AstraZenecavaccine, whichwas developed
by scientists atthe University of Oxford. It
hasalsobeenusingthe vaccine developed
by Pfizer-BioNTech, of which the agency
hasnotseenanyreportedblood clotevents.
Figures Saturday showed thatthe UK has
givenafirstdose ofvaccine to 31.4 million
people, oraround 46% ofits population, a
much higherrate than therest of Europe.
Delivering second dosesis the priority for

infectionsinthe UK after awinter surge,
paving the way for a modest easing of
lockdownrestrictions on gatherings.

On Saturday, the UKrecorded another
3,423 infections, slightly up onthe previous
day's six-month low of 3,402. It also
recorded only 10 coronavirus-related
deaths, itslowest daily total since early
September.

Despite the improved coronavirus
backdrop, the UKhasrecorded Europe’s
highest COVID-related death toll, with over
126,500 deaths.

In France, which hasrestricted use of the
AstraZenecavaccine to people over 55,
the family of a 38-year-old woman who
died after suffering post-vaccination
blood clotsin the brain filed a criminal
complaintin Toulouse on Saturday seeking
amanslaughterinvestigation.
Sheisamong four peoplein France who
died after sufferingblood clotsin the weeks
after gettingan AstraZenecavaccine shot.
France’snational medicine safety agency
saysitisinvestigating those cases and
eightother cases of severeblood clottingin
people who survived.

MHRA's view about the relative benefits
ofthevaccine is shared by the European
Medicines Agency. Ithassaid a causal link
between unusual blood clots in people
who have had the AstraZenecavaccine is
“notproven, butis possible,” and thatthe
benefits of the vaccine outweigh the risks of
side effects. The World Health Organization
hasalsourged countries to continue using
thejab.

Adam Finn, aprofessor of pediatrics atthe
University of Bristol, said the “extreme
rarity” of the blood-clotting eventsin the
contextofthemillions ofjabsadministered
in the UK makes the decision very
straightforward.
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