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NEWS

Iranplanningto startpower,
gasexportstoOman

Head of Trade Promotion of Iran's (TPO) Araband
African officeannounced the countryis pursuing plans
tocommence exportsofgasand electricity to Oman.
Referringtothe developmentoflran'strade program
withneighboring Arab countries, Farzad Piltan said,
"Weare pursuingthe exports of gasand electricity as
twoIranianexportprojectsto Oman."Healsoinformed
thatIranhasplansto develop trade relations with
Omanand Qatar. "As an example, nextyear we plan
tohold ajointeconomic commission between Iran
and Omaninthe presence of officials from the Iranian
industryinMuscat," hesaid."The follow-up committee
ofthe 18th meeting of Iran-Oman Joint Commission
was held virtually this year,and we hope to be able
tohold this committee nextyear to follow up on the
understandings reached between the two countries
invariousfields," Piltanadded.He further explained
that, "The mutual agreementsinclude facilitation of
maritime transport, bankingrelations between the
two countries, facilitation of trade between the two
countries, the establishmentofbusiness centers and
marketingoffices for companies,aswellasthe exchange
oftrade delegations."The officialnoted that the most
importantprojectsontheagendaoflranand Omanare
gasexports,whileelectricityexportfromIrantoOmanis
alsoonagenda.Headded thatIranisseekingthe signing
ofatraderoadmaptoachieveaspecificgoalinthe next
threeyearsineconomicandtraderelationswith Oman.
The Iran-Oman gas pipeline projectis expected to
connectlraniangasinfrastructureto Omani consumers
and LNGplantssothatthe sultanate canre-exportthe
gas.Accordingtoprojections,anestimated 28.3 million
cubicmetersof gas perdayistobe exported to Oman
throughadirectpipeline bypassing the United Arab
Emirates.Inrecentyears, talkshavebeenunderwaywith
Omanforexportinggastothe Arabnation.

Can Iran's Chabahar porttake

theplaceof Suez Canal?

The Calcutta-based Indian magazine Habal Al-Matin
haspredicted thatthe connection of Chabaharportto
the Black Seaviarailwayswill decrease the significance
ofthe Suez Canal.The fact that the Islamic Republic
plansto develop Chabahar Free Trade Zone and the
Makran coastinthe future,has convinced many experts
tobelieve that the establishment ofarailway from
Chabahar portin southeastern Iran to Russiaand
Germany will makeitpossible for the portto take the
place ofthe Suez Canalineconomicand tradeactivities.
Anyblockage ofthe Suez Canal will bringabout great
losses to the international economy, butiftrading
vesselsunload their shipmentsat Chabaharportand
dispatch the commodities through the railway to the
BlackSea, the process of deliverywilllessennearly 15
daysandthe costswill decrease.

Director-General of Chabahar Free Trade Zone
Organization (FTZ) Abdul Rahim Kordi pointed to the
possibility that Chabahar can take the place of the Suez
Canalin global trade, which shows Iranian officials'
outlookofthefuture oftheport.

Referringto the construction ofalogisticcityinthe
Chabahar region, Kordi said that apart from the
developmentofrailways, the twoimportantelements
ofhighwaysandairtrafficplayakeyrolein transiting
goodsthroughthevastcountry.

Accordingto the official, certain countries, including
China, tried to circumvent Iran, butthey will reach the
pointthattheyhave noway other than pay attention
totheimportantgeographicalsituation of the country,
because Iranisthe safestand shortestrouteinthe
region.

TheSupreme LeaderoftheIslamicRevolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei attached importance to the
Chabaharregionand Makran coast, which should be
developed, Kordiadded.
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Iran oil production toreach December
2016 levelunhindered

While OPEC+ had agreed to cut oil
production to keep marketbalanceandis

now easingthe cutinaphased manner; Iran

isexemptfrom making cuts untilitreaches

December 2016 productionlevel -namely

near 4 millionbarrels per day,as confirmed
by Iranian officialsand OPEC+ fellows.

The Tehran-based
Persianlanguage
newspaper "Iran”
cited source
in the country
saying that Iran
won't enter any
production cut deal with
OPEC fellows until its
production reaches pre-
sanctionslevel.
Organization of Petroleum
Exporting  Countries
(OPEC) and non-OPEC oil
exportingstates convened
a meeting on Thursday
and agreed on maintaining
productionlevel in March
and ease output cut deal
previously agreed uponin
aphased manner during
next 3 months.According
totheagreement, OPEC+
members would increase
production by 350,000
barrels per day in May,
350,000 bpdinJune and
400,000 bpdinJuly.
SaudiArabia which cutits
production voluntarily
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by 1,000,000 bpd per day
has announced thatitis
goingto ease thereduction
in next three months by
250,000bpd, 350,000 bpd
and 400,000 bpd until it
reaches pre-cutlevel by
July.The agreement was
welcome by the market as
oilpricereached 65 dollars
abarrel, afterithad fallen
tobelow 64 since aslow
recovery in demand and
Iran's reportedly rising
exports.Reuters has
previously reported that
Iran's oil exports to China
set a record this month
reaching pre-sanctions
level. The report claimed
that China imported
1,000,000 barrels of
Iranian oil in March,

despite admitting that
there was no definitive
figure forthe exports.

Iran newspaper cited
sources within Iran saying
that Reuter's reports
of Iran's oil export were
not always correct and
credible.However, the
sources confirmed that
Iran was exempt from
OPEC+ production cutdeal
until its output reaches
levels before the United
Statesimposed sanctions
onlran's oil exports.

They also said that
those members of OPEC
which increased their
petroleum production
in absence of Iran must
prepare room for Iran's
comeback.Saudi Arabia's

Energy Minister, Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman, said
inthesidelines of OPEC's
Thursday meeting that
Iran would be exempt
from OPEC+ production
cutuntilits outputreaches
December2016level.

This means that Iran
doesn'tneed to cut output
untilits productionreaches
over 3.72 millionbpd and

near4 millionbpd.
Iran's Oil Minister Bijan
Zanganeh said after

the meeting that Iran,
Libya and Venezuela
are currently pumping
under their traditional
productionlevel because of
USsanctions pressure and
theyhave toresume output
totheirhistorical right.
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Issuance ofindustrial unit
establishment permits
increases 40%

Accordingto the latest datareleased
by Iran’s Industry, Mining and Trade
Ministry, duringthe first 11 months ofthe
pastlranian calendaryear 1399 (March
20,2020-February 18,2021),36,162
permitshavebeenissued forestablishing
newindustrial unitsin the country, which
marked a 40-percentincrease year on
year.

The unitsare predicted to create jobs for
810,178 persons, indicating37.6 percent
growthyearonyear.

Duringthe said period, also 6,491 licenses
wereissued for the commission of newly
completed industrial units, indicatingan

increase of seven percent compared to
the same period of 1398.As previously
announced by the ministry, the issuance
of permits forsettingup industrial unitsin
the countryincreased 16 percentin 1398.
Mostoftheissued permits wererelated
tothe foodindustries; and Semnan, Qom,
and Khorasan Razavi were the provinces
receivingthe highestnumber of permits.
According to Asghar Mosaheb, the
actinghead of Iran Small Industries and
Industrial Parks Organization (ISIPO),
preventing the inactive status of the
industrial units is a major plan of ISIPO,
while lack of liquidity, problems in
terms of supplying raw materials and
machinery,and absence of marketare the
mainreasons making the unitsinactive.

ISIPO’s Previous Head Mohsen Salehinia

had said that providingliquidity is the
main issue for many of the country’s
production units, so based on the
arrangements made, these units can
receive part of their needed liquidity
through bankfacilities.

"Currently, the share of the country's
production and industrial units in
receiving bank facilities is about 31
percentanditisnecessarytoallocate a
larger share of banking facilities to the
country's production and industry," he
had stated.

Strengthening domestic production
to achieve self-reliance is the most
importantprogram thatlIranisfollowing
upinitsindustry sectorinabid to nullify
the effects of the U.S. sanctions onits
economy.
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Bushehr province accounts for
one sixth of Tran’s annual non-oil

Asannounced by a provincial official, Bushehr province,
in the southwestofIran, accounted for one sixth of the
country’snon-oil trade in the pastIranian calendaryear
(ended on March 20).Behrouz Qareh-Beygi, an official
with the province’s customs department, said that 24.564
million tons of products have been exported from Bushehr,
and 482,000 tons of commodities have beenimported
tothe provinceinthe previous year.As announced by the
head of Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA), the value of Iran’s non-oil trade stood at $73 billion
inthe pastyear.Mehdi Mir-Ashrafialso put the weight of
non-oil trade at 146.4 million tons, and said thatthe figure
showsa 25-million-ton annual decline, which is the result
of sanctionsand coronavirus pandemic.
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What's News

IMF should
respond to Iran’s
legal request:
CBIgovernor
The governor of the
Central Bank of Iran
(CBI) said that the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) should
respondtoIran'slegal
request.

Abdolnaser Hemmati
said, “We expect the
International Monetary
Fund to respond to
Iran's legal request
as soon as possible,
withoutdiscrimination
orintrusionorpressure
fromthe United States”.
Hemadetheremarksin
avirtual meeting held
on Thursday on the
sidelines of the 2021
Spring Meetings of
the World Bank Group
and the International
MonetaryFund.
During the meeting,
whichwas participated
bythegovernorsgeneral
of the central banks of
the MENAP region,
the CBI governor said
since the outbreak
of the coronavirus,
the economies of all
countries, especially
developing countries,
have been severely
damaged,andlIranisone
of the countries most
affected bythe epidemic
intheregion.
Referring to U.S.
sanctions against the
country;hesaid: "Despite
the sanctionsimposed
bytheU.S.and the policy
of maximum pressure,
Iran has been able to
overcome the problems
and take appropriate
measures,butlike most
developing countries,
it needs financial
resourcestoimplement
itspolicies.”"
Hemmatisaid thatthe
International Monetary
Fundhassofarprovided
more than $100 billion
inloansto 85 countries,
adding, "The fund has
lentnearly $16 billion
tothe countries of the
MENAPregion,butlran,
which was one of the
firstcountriestorequest
emergency funds, has
notbeen provided any
facilities, whilereceiving
nologicalreasoninthis
due”

Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani
has called on the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) to defy U.S.
resistance and grant
the country the $5
billionloan which Iran
requested to relieve
the economicpressure
causedbythe pandemic.
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Venezuela
claimsUS,
Colombia
behind border

raids: Report
Somesourceshave claimed
aseriesofattacksinwestern
Venezuela'sborderregion
are work of dissident
factions from Colombian
FARC, which renounced
armedstrugglein2016.
Somesourceshave claimed
aseriesof guerrillaattacks
in western Venezuela's
border region are work
of dissident factions
from Colombian FARC,
which renounced armed
strugglein2016and hasten
deputies in Congress but
Defense Minister Vladimir
Padrino Lopez denounced
"misinformation” by media
andNGOs.

Venezuela's defense
minister has accused the
USand Colombiaofbacking
paramilitaryincursionsthat
havelefttwo soldiersdead,
Sputnikreported.

General Vladimir Padrino
Lopez accused the US
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA), the Pentagon and
Colombian President Ivan
Duque of being behind
the series of cross-border
infiltration that have
been confronted by the
Venezuelanarmed forces.
The general accused
unnamed Colombian
paramilitary groups of
“drugrunning, extortion,
kidnapping, human
trafficking, sexual child
exploitation, smuggling,
illegal mining...and the use
ofantipersonnelmines.”

In the latest incident on
Thursday, two sergeants
were Kkilled in a clash in
theborder state of Apure.
Several Colombian gunmen
werealsokilled and others
captured.

“The  aforementioned
groups have the backing
of  the Colombian
government and of the
Central Intelligence Agency.
As such, their incursions
into Venezuela should be
considered asanattack by
IvanDuquewho...iscreating
acriminal corridor onthe
borderunderthe advice of
the USSouthern Command”
Padrino Loépez said,
referringtothe USmilitary's
forcesin Latin America.
Several journalists have
claimed the attacks were
carried out by breakaway
factions from the former
Revolutionary Armed Forces
of Colombia (FARC), which
hastransformeditselfsince
the2016 peaceaccordsinto
the Common Alternative

Revolutionary Force
political party —which has
thesameacronym.

=

President Rouhani regrets two provinces were exposed to

fourth wave of corona pandemic

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani on Saturday regretted thattwo provinces were

exposed to the fourth wave of COVID-19 pandemic.

Addressingthe national anti-COVID19 committee meeting, Rouhani said coronavirus
has putheavy pressure on people but people and the medical staffstood against the

pandemic.

He described Iran's national power as an honor, saying the Iranian nation by their

resistance passed natural and foreign problemsand disease as well.

Earlier, Rouhaniexpressed hope for great Iranian nation to achieve victories in the new

yearinterms of overcomingthe US economic warfare by resistance and solidarity.

He added thatnew Iranian year will be abetter year with regard to fighting COVID-19

pandemic.

Iran, Afghanistan discuss mutual cooperation at border point

Iranian deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and International Affairs Mohsen Baharvand met with

Afghan deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Mirwais Nabat Dougharoun-Islam Qalaborder

point.In the meeting, the two sides inspected operations to renovate and refurbish the border

crossing between the two countries and discussed border affairs, including cross-border travel.
The two diplomats agreed thatoperations to rebuild and renovate the border crossing should

continue full steam ahead withoutaffectingborderandlegal issues, and that suchissues should

bereviewed and settled only by the two countries’jointborder commission.Theyalso exchanged

views on the significance of developmentand a trade balance between the two countries as well

astheneed tomake efforts to regulate trips to and from the two countries by Iranian and Afghan

nationals.Amongother topics discussed were the necessity of intensifying the campaign against

human trafficking, drug smugglingand international terrorism, facilitatingaid operations by both

sidesintimes of natural disasters and emergency, as well as other mutualissues.

Iran-China Comprehensive Deal and the Asian

identity

The Western world is concerned about

therise of Asiain the international arena

and such aconcernhasitsrootsinthe

Westerners' historical phobia from the

cooperation between the two civilized

nations of China and Iran, an academic

believes.

Abolfazl Olamaie-
Far,aprofessorat
the International
Relations Faculty

of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs,

—m wrote for Iran

newspaper on Saturday that
China and Iran signed the
comprehensive document
atthe time when the United
States and its European
allies are hardly hit by
COVID-19 pandemic and
the Western societies are
facing severe consequences
of mismanagement in
containing the pandemic
aswell as the bitter taste of
negative economicgrowth.

So,Olamai-Far mentioned,
one day after the signing of
the deal between Beijing
and Tehran, US President
Joe Biden said he has been
concerned aboutthe deal for
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oneyear. Westernworld'sdeclinein fight unilateralism and

According to the academic,
Britain called for observinga
treaty ofamity between China
and Iran, which had been
signedaround 100 yearsago;
then Londonannounced that
the then British government
would stop providing Iranian
nationals with consular
services.

Olamai-Far argued thatall
these examples and other
cases show the West's
phobia of expansion of ties
between Chinaand Iran has
alonghistory,addingthatthe

global economy exacerbated
the phobia.The forecasts
demonstrate thatthe Eastern
Asiaregion's market share
willincreaseto 6.32 percent
in2025,henoted,addingthat
therise of Asiaand the change
of balance will not limit to
economicarena, buttheywill
expand to political, cultural
andotherareas.

Thus, the expansion of
intelligent  cooperation
between the western
and eastern powers of the
continent will pave the

forecastsofsomereputable ground for formation
think tanks prove the fact of an "Asian identity,"
that the expedition of the which 1is expected to

totalitarianism in today's
world, hesaid.

The Iran-China
Comprehensive Deal has
triggered sensitivity of the
Western states, who are
repeatingthe bitter historical
experiencesofimposingtheir
own will on other nations,
Olamai-Far said, noting
thatthe deal willnothinder
Iran from signing similar
accordswith other countries,
because the Islamic Republic
is pursuing expansion
of cooperation based on
respecting dignity, prudence
and interest to secure win-
winrelationships.

Police chiefvows safe

electionsin Iran

Iran's Police Chief Brigadier General
Hossein Ashtari said on Saturday that the
policearewell-prepared for the upcoming
elections, saying the country will have no
security problemin thisregard.

Speakingtoreporters, Ashtarisaid thatthe
policeareresponsible for safeguarding the
elections process.Iran's 13th presidential
electionisslated for June 18.Registration
for presidential election will take five days,
butseven days are set for the Municipal
Councilsand by-election of the parliament
and Assembly of Experts.

According o Election Office, candidates for
sixth round of municipal council election
forthecitiesand villages, first mid-term for
11thround of parliamentary by-election
and second mid-term for fifth round of
Assembly of Experts canregister on March
10 (forcities), April 5 (for villages), March
28and April 2 respectively.

Chinaurges US toliftall
illegal sanctions against

Iran

Stating thatthe US unilateral withdrawal
from the JCPOA is the root cause
of the tension in the Iranian nuclear
situation, the Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson urged the US to lift all
illegal sanctions againstIran.
"Iraniannuclear situationisata critical
stage," said Hua Chunyingatherregular
press conference.
"Chinahasallalongtakenajustposition

and played a constructive role on the
issue. We will take an active partin the
JCPOAvideo conference to consolidate
the consensus on preserving the JCPOA
and discuss aroadmap for the US and
Iranianresumption of complianceina
synchronized, reciprocal manner, and
work fortheJCPOA to getbackontrackat
anearly date," sheadded.

"l want to stress thatthe US unilateral
withdrawal from the JCPOAistheroot
causeofthetensionintheIraniannuclear
situation. We welcome the willingness
ofthe US side to return to the JCPOA.

The pressing tasknow is for the US to
liftallillegal sanctions againstIran and
long-armjurisdiction overathird party.
Thisisaninherentrequirementofthe
return to the JCPOA. On this basis, Iran
should resume fullimplementation ofthe
nucleardeal,” Chunying noted.

"China will work with other parties
to advance the political settlement
process of the Iranian nuclearissue,
and at the same time resolutely
safeguard its legitimate rights
and interests,” the spokesperson
highlighted.

Z.arif: No Iran-US Meeting in Next

JCPOA Joint Commission Session

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifruled
outthe possibility of any direct meeting with the US
representatives atan upcoming meeting of the JCPOA

Joint Commissionin Vienna.

Following the 18th meeting of the JCPOA Joint
Commission that was held via videoconference on
Friday, the participants decided to proceed with the
talksin Viennanextweekto continue the consultations
and define the measuresrelating to the termination of

USsanctions.

Foreign Minister Zarif said in a poston his Twitter
accounton Friday night that “Iran and EU/E3+2
agreed toresume in-person talks in Vienna next

Tuesday”.

“Aim: Rapidly finalize sanction-lifting & nuclear

Resolution2231.

measures for choreographed removal ofall sanctions,

followed by Iran ceasing remedial measures,” he
added, stressing that there will be no meeting with
the Americansinthe upcomingsession.
“NolIran-USmeeting. Unnecessary,’ Zarifunderlined.
In comments after the Friday’s videoconference,
Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi said
the Vienna meeting “will be attended only by the
currentpartiestothe JCPOA."
"The USwillnotbe presentatany meeting attended
by Iran, including the meeting of the JCPOA Joint
Commission, and thatis definite," headded.
The JCPOAwassignedin 2015 between Iran and the
Group (5+1) and endorsed by the UN Security Council

beenlifted by the deal.

However, US President Donald Trump unilaterally
pulled Washington outofthe nuclear dealin May 2018
and reinstated the anti-Iranian sanctions that had
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Gen. Soleimani terror case sent to

Iran-Iraqjoint committee

The head of the Iranian Judiciary's High Council for
Human Rights says the case in connection with the
assassination of anti-terror commander, Lt. General
Ghassem Soleimani, hasbeensenttoajointcommittee
withIraq.

“The process of investigating the case of the
assassination of Martyr Soleimani is to be followed
as seriously and quickly as possible in the form ofa
jointcommittee between the Islamic Republicof Iran
andIraq,” Ali Bagheri-Kanitold Mehr News Agency on
Saturday.

Notingthatthe Tehran International CourtofJustice
isresponsible for following up this case, the judiciary
official said, “We have started another processin
cooperation with the Iraqis... Since this crime took
placeinIraqand the citizen of that country were
targeted and martyred in the terroristact, the Iraqi
sidehasthe authority to pursue this crime.""There s
another way of pursuing the case jointly, which was
addressed and discussed during the Iranian Judiciary
Chief’svisittoIraq,” Bagheri-Kaninoted.He said, "In
thisregard, ajoint committee hasbeen formed, and
the Deputy Attorney General of Iraq and the Deputy
Prosecutor of Tehran are committed to pursue the
case.”US terrorists assassinated General Soleimani,
the commander of the Quds Force of the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), along with Abu
Mahdial-Muhandis, deputy head of Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU), and their companions by
targeting their vehicle outside Baghdad International
Airporton]January 3.The cowardly act of terror was
carried outunder the direction of US President Donald
Trump, with the Pentagon taking responsibility for
the strike.General Soleimaniis viewed by the world's
freedom-seeking people as the key figure in defeating
Daesh, theworld’s mostnotorious terroristgroup, in
the Middle Eastbattles.

Washington has to remove

inconsistent sanctions withJCPOA
Washington has to remove those sanctions that
areinconsistent with the JCPOA ifIranis prepared
toreverseitsretaliatory measures toreduce its
commitments to the deal, claimed Robert Malley, the
USspecial envoy to Iran.

"[t'sbeen many years since the United States has
had thatkind of engagementwith Iran. It's going to
beindirect. Butwe have seen the product of several
years in which the Trump administration had tried
toimpose maximum pressure on Iran, withdrawing
fromthedeal, tryingto getIranto surrender”, claimed
Malley in an interview with PBS' Judy Woodruff.His
remarks came after Washingtonannounced thatitwill
participate inthe nextJCPOA Commission meetingin
Vienna."So, our goalis to see whether we could agree
onaroad map backto compliance for bothsides", he
claimed.The United States knows that, in order to get
backinto compliance, it's going to have to lift those
sanctionsthatareinconsistent with the deal thatwas
reached with Iranand the other countriesinvolved in
thenucleardeal, healso claimed.

the remaining

European parties have failed to fulfill their
commitments to the accord and compensate for
Washington’s absence, [Iran moved in May 2019 to

scalebackitsJCPOA commitments.




Removal of US Sanctions First Stepin RevivingJCPOA: Iranian

DeputyFM

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchimadeitclearatan online session ofthe Joint Commission
oftheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action thatthe verifiable termination of the US sanctions on Tehran
isthefirstand foremoststepinrestoringthe 2015 nucleardeal.The 18th meeting of the JCPOA Joint
Commission was held via videoconference on Friday, April 2.The webinar was chaired on behalfof EU
High Representative Josep Borrellby the Deputy Secretary Generaland Political Director ofthe European
External Action Service Enrique Mora.The meetingwas attended by the representatives of Iran, China,

20000 Rials

Russia, France, Germany, and the UK at the level of deputy foreign ministers and political directors.

Participantsin the meeting, inline withacommuniquéissued by the Foreign Ministerson December 21,
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2020, discussed the prospectofafullreturn ofthe United States to the JCPOA and expressed readiness to
addresstheissueswithapositive outlookand collective efforts, the Iranian Foreign Ministry reported.
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Z.arif'to visit
Central Asiain
coming

Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad
Zarif is traveling to
four Central Asian
countries for a 4-day
trip beginning on April
5,accordingto Foreign
Ministry spokesman.
Spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh tweeted on
Friday that Zarifwould
travel to Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan
and Turkmenistan
on April 5-8 to
discuss mutual and
regional cooperation.
Khatibzadeh said
that expansion of
ties with Central Asia
and civilizational,
historical, and cultural
commonalities with
regional states have
always been a priority
forlIran.

Iran oil production to reach
December 2016 level unhindered

US: Biden Lifts Sanctions on International

Criminal Court Officials

China-Iran partnership reasonable, beneficial:

University professor

US President]Joe Biden on Friday lifted sanctions and

visarestrictions on officials of the International Criminal

Court, reversing

another foreign policy move by former US

PresidentDonald Trump.

The Biden administration move will please
human rights activists as well as many of
America’salliesin Europe,agroup Bidenis
determined to reconnect with in the wake of
souringrelationsunder Trump.

Still, the Biden administration, like other
Republicanand Democraticadministrations
inthe past, remains wary of the ICC, whose
jurisdiction the United States does not
recognize.Justweeksago, the USslammed the
ICCfor moving toward investigating Israel’s
treatmentofthe Palestinians, notingthatIsrael
alsodoesnotsubmittothe court’sjurisdiction.
The Trump administration had imposed
the penaltiesin partbecause of ICC efforts to
investigate actions ofthe USand other parties
in Afghanistan.

“We continue to disagree strongly with the
ICC'sactionsrelating to the Afghanistanand
Palestinian situations,” Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said in a statement that
announced an end to the sanctions. “We
maintain ourlongstanding objection to the
Court’s efforts to assertjurisdiction over
personnel of non-States Parties such as the
United States and Israel. We believe, however,
thatour concernsaboutthese caseswould be
betteraddressed through engagement with
allstakeholdersintheICCprocessratherthan
through theimposition of sanctions.”

The Trump administration in September
2020imposed economicsanctions ontop ICC
officials, including Chief Prosecutor Fatou
Bensouda. The sanctions froze any US assets
Bensoudamayhave had.

Earlierin 2020, Trump authorized the use
of such sanctions againstthe ICC,and also
declared the situation anational emergency,
callingthe courta“threat” tothe US.

The previous year, the Trump administration
had revoked Bensouda’s US visa, citing
her efforts to investigate alleged crimes in
Afghanistan. [talso said itwould banvisas for
otherslinked to the court, though it gave few
details, Politicoreported.

The decisions astounded human rights
activistsas wellas some governments. Dozens
of countriesrebuked the Trump moves, issuing
astatementthat, whilenotnamingthe US, said
“any attempttoundermine theindependence
ofthe courtshould notbe tolerated.

Friday’s announcementnoted that Biden
had revoked an executive order issued by
Trump thatoffered alegal basis toimpose the
sanctions onthe ICC officials.

Among those pushing the Biden
administration to liftthe ICC sanctions was
Rep. [lhan Omar, a progressive Democrat
from Minnesota. Omar lauded Friday’s
announcement.

“The staff of the International Criminal
Courtare publicservants who dedicate their
life to enforcing the most heinous crimes
imaginable,” shesaidinastatement. “Ifweare
tolive up to ourvalues of respect for human
rightsand democraticnorms, United States
shouldbeleadingthe pursuitofinternational
justice, notblockingit””

Mohsen Nasri, Faculty Member in Isfahan University, said

on Saturday thatIran-China cooperation plan will help

expand tieswith Chinaisreasonable and beneficial.

Nasri, apolitical sciences professor, said
that the 25-year cooperation plan for
Iranand Chinaisnotbinding; ratheritisa
generalagreementon expandingtiesand
communicationin differentsectors.
That'swhyno detailshave been publicized,
he said, adding thatitisreasonable not
toreleaseall aspects and details of and
importantplan.

He underlined thatreports claiming the
cooperation planrequired Chinese military
forcespresenceinIranwere false, stressing
thatmilitary cooperationbetween Iranand
Chinaisinmilitary practices as they have
already carried outseveral drills.

Nasri blamed the United States and
Western countries on making misleading

information on the cooperation plan to
challenge Iran-China cooperation.

He said that Iran should expand
multidimensional ties with non-western
world powersinorder to preventbeing
dependent on the west and the dollar
system thatrisks beinghitwith sanctions
by the USand Europe.

In 2015, the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Chinaissued ajointcomprehensive
strategic statement between the two
countries, and the two sides agreed to
conclude a comprehensive cooperation
plan.

Iran-Chinalong-term cooperation plan
envisaged the capacitiesand prospects of
bilateral cooperation between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and China in different
fields,includingeconomicand cultural.
Foreign Ministers of Iran and China
exchanged the text of the 25-year
cooperation planlastweek.

MBS Tryingto Eliminate
Political Rivals: Former
Intelligence Official

The PublicInvestment Fund of Saudi
Arabia filed a lawsuit in Boston
against the country's former top
intelligence official accusing him of
embezzling publicfunds,according

toareport.The Kingdomaccuses
Saad Al-Jabri of buying luxury
condominiums in Boston with a
portion ofthe money he embezzled.
Thelawsuitdemandsthatjabrireturn
the $29 millionwithwhich he bought
the Boston condos, the Boston Globe
reported.Onhispart, Jabri"says the
condoswerealegitimateinvestment

andthatSaudiArabia'scurrentCrown
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman is
simply tryingto eliminateapolitical
rival under the guise of an anti-
corruption purge,” the Boston Globe
reported.The condosarelocatedina
luxurybuildingnear the Ritz-Carlton
Hotelin Downtown Crossing, and
theyare currentlybeingrented out.

AEOI Chief: Nucleardeal

stand-stillgettingresolved
Head of the Atomic Energy
Organization ofIran (AEOI) said here
onFridaythatthe emerged stand-still
inJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA)isbeingresolved.

Ali Akbar Salehiadded: Now thetalks
on nuclear deal have entered the
technical phase,havingleftbehind the
initial controversial debates, which
meansresolving of the former halt,
whichispromising.
Hemadethecommentinaninterview
with the social network Club House,
adding: Ithasbeenagreed thatasof
nextweektechnicaltalkswillbeginin
Vienna, after which the pivotalissue
ofthelegaland political aspects ofthe
JCPOAwillbe dealtwith.

The Iraniannuclear chiefsaid that
duringthe Friday session the ground
was paved for entering the political
andlegalaspectsofthejob.

“Presentlywehave takenanumber of
steps forward, since the unjustifiable
discussion that they had initially
started, orwehad started,isnowleft
behind, and thisis very promising,”
said Salehi.

Hefurtherreiterated thatthe stand-
stillisgettingresolved,and apparently
thatinitial total halt (onbeginning
the course ofnegotiations) almostno
longerexists,andaslalreadysaid, itis
verypromising.
“Whenwewillenterthetechnicaltalks
phase,itmeansthattheissueisbeing
governedandsothat‘afteryou; noyou
first’discussionisbeingleftbehind,”
said Salehi.

Salehisaid thatsome peopleinside
the country (and evenabroad) argue
thatwhy atall we need the nuclear
energy. “But if we will study the
history of the nuclear technology
before therevolution, we will notice
thatatthattime Iranwasadvised to

haveitsfirstnuclearplant,suchasthe
Bushehr facilities, in 20 to 30 years
and thatsuggestion was notonly for
the economic concerns, butalso for
the country’sneedtohaveareliable
energybasket.

“The nuclear discussions have
unfortunately been strongly
politicized and everyone views it
asapolitical, rather than scientific
issue. Thatis while currently 400
nuclearreactorsareactivearoundthe
globenow, producing390 gigabytes of
electricity,” said the AEOI chief.

He added that 109 more nuclear
plantsarebeingdesigned and 329
othernuclearreactorsare proposed
tobedesigned; “Therefore, the world
ismoving towards that direction.
Chinais currently constructing 47
nuclear power plantsand dozens of
otherreactorsand Canadahas said
thatbytheyear2050theyneedtohave
increased theirnuclear products.
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