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Banon Chicken ExportsTakes
Effect

Thedirector general of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration’s Exports Departmenthas
communicated aban on chicken exports to customs
officesthroughoutthe country.

AsperAli Akbar Shademani’s directive, chicken exports
have beenbanned startingMarch 10 and will continue
untilfurthernotice.

The measure hasbeen taken following the shortage of
chickenmeatinthe country, IRNAreported.

Habib Asadollahnejad, the deputyhead of Iran Chicken
Farmers Union, said, “To our knowledge, the Ministry
of Industries, Miningand Trade had ratified the ban
onchicken exportsnearly five monthsago in October,
yet officials from the body concerned have only
communicated thedirectivetoIRICAafewdaysago.”
This means, the official told ILNA, that the product’s
exportshave continued allthe while, despite turmoiland
soaringpricesinthe domesticmarket.

“Onereason may be thatthe price ofeach kilogram of
chickenintheneighboringmarketsisat$1.5,whichisa
lotmorethanpricesinthelocalmarket. Thishastempted
brokersand smugglers tobuy chicken produced with
subsidized poultryfeed and sell themillegally toregional
andneighboringcountries.”

Abbas Tabesh, thehead of Iran Consumerand Producer
Protection Organization, said thereis surplus chicken
meatproductioninall Iranian provinces, whichmeans
the governmenthasto take extreme measures against
middlemenand smugglerswho cause disruptionsinthe
domesticmarket.

Steel Heavyweights Register
Growthin Upstream Output

Theupstream steelindustryregistered growthin the
production ofiron ore concentrate, pelletand direct
reduced iron duringthe first 11 months ofthe current
fiscalyear (March 2020-February 2021), latest data
released by the [ranian Mines and Mining Industries
Developmentand Renovation Organization show.
TheIMIDROreporttakesintoaccountthe outputofmajor
producers, hencetheoverall productionshouldbehigher
thanthefigures quoted here.

IronOreConcentrate

Atotal of46.1 milliontons ofiron ore concentrate were
produced during the first 11 months of the fiscal year,
markinga 6% increase compared with the same period
oflastyear.

Accordingto IMIDRO, Golgohar Miningand Industrial
Complexhad the highestshare ofthe outputwith 15.48
milliontonsthatis4%higherthanthe same period ofthe
lastyear.

ChadormaluMiningand Industrial Complex came next
with10.5milliontons (up 18%YOY), followed by Middle
EastMinesand MiningIndustries DevelopmentHolding
Company with 5.83 million tons (up 22% YOY) and
Goharzamin Iron Ore Company with 4.09 million tons
(down2%YoY) of outputduringthe 11-month period.
Othermajorproducersincluded Iran Central Iron Ore
Company with 3.85 million tons (down 11% YQY),
National Development Companywith 2.30 milliontons
(up4%YOY) and Opal Parsian Sangan with 2.18 million
tons (down 22%YOY).

SabanourMiningand Industrial Development Company
recorded the highestincreaseiniron ore concentrate
production duringthefirst 11 monthsofthe fiscal year.
The company’soutputincreased by 29%to 1.34 million
tons.

Iron ore concentrate outputduring the 11th Iranian
month (Jan.20-Feb.19) amounted to4.535 million tons
toregistera7% growth compared with the same period
oflastyear. Golgohar Miningand Industrial Complexwas
theleadingproducerduringthemonth, solelyaccounting
for 1.6 million tons ofthe monthly output. Chadormalu
Miningand Industrial Complex cameafterwith 977,722
tonsofmonthlyoutput.
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China appears to be becoming a major

importer oflranian oil, as Iran’s production

levels look set to soar thanks to better

relations with Biden’s U.S.

Overthelastyear,
Chinaimported
an average of
306,000 bpd of

N E w s crude oil from

NEWS Iran, totaling
_EEEM 73 nillion
tonnes. Most of these
imports, 75 percent,
came indirectly via
Malaysia, Oman, or the
United Arab Emirates.
Asdemandincreases, this
March, Chineseimports
oflranian oilare expected
toreachlevelsof856,000
bpd, anincrease of 129
percent in February.
The sudden influx of
Iranianoilisreported to
have caused congestion
in ports as tankers are
offloaded.
Chinaisdrawn to Iranian
oilthankstoitslow costs,
often priced atbetween
$3 to $5below the Brent
benchmark.
Imports from Iran have
decreased substantially
across Asia, particularly
to China, India, Japan,
and South Korea, since
2018 following the
sanctions imposed on
the country under the
Trump Administration.
However, China’s uptake
ofIranian oil overthelast
few months suggests this
trend is likely to change
under the new Biden
Administration.
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Imports never
completely stopped
from Iran to China, but
they certainly decreased.
However, according to
EmmaLi,aRefinitivcrude
flows analyst, “Volumes
started to surge from
thelastquarterof2020,
with Shandong province
as the top receiving
region which indicates
independent plants are
themain consumers”.

India has also begun
importing Iranian oil,
under the assumption
thattrade with Iran will
resume. This comes as
The National Iranian
0il Company (NIOC)
attempts to foster new
partnerships across
Asia, toboostits export
potential asitrampsup
national production.

A government official in
India believes Iranian
supplies will return
to the market within
three to four months.
With expectations for
developing additional
partnerships following

Iran’sJuneelections.

China’sinterestinIranian
oil goes hand in hand
with the comprehensive
strategic partnership
between the two
countries. The initiative
expectstrade between
thetwo countriestoreach
$600 billion over the
nextdecade.Inaddition,
China’s Belt and Road
initiative (BRI) attempts
to strengthen regional
political, economic, and
strategicties, withafocus
ontheenergyindustry.
In recent energy deals
with China, Iranhasbeen
allowed to complete
financial transactions
in foreign currencies,
such as Euros, to avoid
beingtied inwith the U.S.
dollarand imposed U.S.
sanctions.
Atpresent,[ranprovides
just three percent of
China’s total oil supply.
However, greater
collaboration between
the countries across a
variety of industries

could encourage a
stronger energy deal
as the force of the U.S.
sanctions on Iran
gradually subsides.
Chinalookstoremainthe
world’s top oilimporter,
with an oil demand of
around 12 million bpd.
Thismakesitan essential
partner for oil-rich
nationsto establishlong-
termtradelinks. Despite
a drop in demand in
response to the Covid-19
pandemic, China’s oil
importsincreased by 32
percentinJanuary.

This reflects a trend
across the entire Asian
region, whichis thought
to haveincreased its oil
imports by 7.5 percent
between December and
January.
Itseemsthatafteryears
ofdifficultrelations with
Iran, Chinaand the Asian
region will soonresume
theirenergy partnerships
withthe oil-richnationas
itintensifies production
tomeettheincreasein
demand.

Iran'shotelsfacelowdemand
before Nowruzholiday

Iran's hotels have faced $3 billion damages
sincethestartofthe Coronavirus outbreak until
February 2021, said the head of the [ran Hotel
Association."Thehotel reservations werelittle.
Theaveragehotelreservation for the Nowruz
holiday (startsMarch21,2021) waslessthan 15
percentduetothe Coronavirus situation,” said
Jamshid Hamzehzadeh.

"The demand for hotel reservation is

considerable in some cities such as Kish for
Nowruzholidaybutother citiesareinthe same
level. Mosthotelshavebeen shutsince the start
ofCoronaviruswhileothersarehardlymanaged
tosurvive,"he pointed out."Two-third ofhotels'
staffhadbecomeunemployed and unfortunately
manyhasnotreceived unemploymentsalaryyet.
The price ofhotelsin Tehranhasnotincreased
yetandit'sthe sameaslastIranianyear (started
March 21,2019)," noted the head of Tehran
Hoteliers' Association."Ithasbeenannounced

Faroukh Mehr.

thathotelsin Tehranshould provide 50 percent
discountto tourists thatvisitfrom March 19 to
April 3,hotelsarealso permitted to raise their
discountifdesired, Reservation demand for
Tehranhotels forNowruzhasbeenalmostzero.
Allhotelsfacedlossesduringcoronavirusspread
and manyhoteliers continued tomanagehotels
byloanorsellingassets, evenifthe situationis
proper, the economiccondition of people would
notallow traveling," added Mohammad Ali
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Iran-Made Car Quality
Improves

Iran Standards and Quality Inspection Company has
releaseditslatestreportonrankinglocally-made cars,
whichindicateaslightimprovementin vehicle quality.
ISQI'swebsite hasreleaseditslatestreportonthe quality
ofdomestically-produced cars. The vehicles were surveyed
duringtheIranian month ending Feb. 18.

The quality watchdogis a private enterprise working on
contractwith the Ministry of Industries, Miningand Trade.
Therankingwas published on ISQI’s website.
Thereportclassifies the carsin five price ranges, from the
cheapestcosting 870 million rials ($3,515) to the most
expensive costingaround 10 billion rials ($40,400). The
company quotes the vehicles’ factory price, while the
vehiclesare sold inthe open marketatamuch higher price.
The vehicles are then ranked from one, representing the
lowest quality, to amaximum of five stars.
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Rimdanborder
crossingto
improvetrade
corridors

An Iranian official
believes Rimdan
border crossing plays
an effective role in
improvingtrade routes
betweenIranand other
countries,whichcanalso
connect China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC)toRussia, Central
Asiaand Europe.
Abdol Rahim Kurdi,
managing director of
Chabahar Free Trade
Zone, told IRNA on
Tuesday that Rimdan
border crossinghasnot
only connected Iran
to Pakistan, ithasalso
linked the Chabahar
regioninsoutheastern
Iran to China and
Pakistan.

Pointingto the factthat
Chinaand Pakistanare
developinganeconomic
corridor,which connects
Kashgar in western
China to Gwadar in
southwestern Pakistan,
KurdinotedthatRimdan
isthegatewayinto Asian
economies.

The border crossing
is considered an
important bridge
between the transit
points of Chabaharand
Gwadar, which is also
the strategic border
between the two
neighboring countries
of PakistanandIran, he
argued.
Accordingtothe official,
populations on both
sides of the border
are a giant capacity
for expansion oftrade
exchanges, economic
prosperity and
preservationof security.
The Supreme Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
described the Makran
coast as a hidden
treasure; so, the
government officials
and economicactivists
havebeeninterestedin
investing in Chabahar
region, henoted.

In a bid to prepare a
development  plan
for Chabahar Free
Trade Zone, Iranian
authorities have given
utmostimportance to
Pakistan'svast market
becauseofitspopulation
and strategicsituation,
Kurdiadded.

One ofthe objectives of
thedevelopmentproject
isthatthe potentials of
the Chabahar region
should be used to pave
the ground for Iran's
serious presence in
Pakistan's markets, he
stated.



Yemenis Liberate Most Parts of Ma’rib

Major parts of Ma'rib governorate, including Ma'rib dam, are now in the hands of the Yemeni armed
forcesand supportinglocal tribes as Yemen’s army continuesitsliberation operationsin the strategic
governorate.

Military experts say the Yemeniarmy holdsits fire off the city to preserve thelives of the civilians and
theinfrastructure, however, the battles continue around the city and many terrorists are retreating.
Yemenisapproachingthe seventhyear ofwarand siegeimposed by the Saudi-led coalition, which has
lefttens ofthousands of civilians, includingwomen and children, dead.
SaudiArabiaisabouttoloseitslaststrongholdinnorthern Yemen, amid terroristgroups’inability to
confrontthe Yemeniarmybacked by the Yemenitribes, bothlooking forward to cleaning the city from
terrorists.Lastweek, Leader of Yemen's Houthi Ansarullah movement Abdul-Malik al-Houthi said the
country’sarmyand Popular Committees are fightingin Ma'ribagainstthe US-Saudiaggressionas they
haveturneditintoamain frontfortheaggression.

Rouhani hails CBI efforts in face of sanctions amid pandemic
President Hassan Rouhani expressed gratitude to the Iranian authorities and people, especially
the Central Bank of Iran, for their efforts to overcome the coronavirus pandemicin the face of US
sanctions."With the efforts made by officials and the nation's resistance, the country has well passed
the difficult condition of sanctions and economic war;” Rouhani said in asession with the officials
ofthe Central Bank of Iran on Tuesday.The president expressed special thanks to the CBI governor
and authorities who have been strugglingin the face of the inhumane sanctions imposed by the
United States againstand Iran that prevented the country from purchasing coronavirus vaccine.He
underlined thatsuchrelentless efforts should notbeignored and no one should distort the facts of
the country'shistory in the face ofthe economic war.Rouhaninoted that the governmentis doingits
besttoliftthe sanctionsand willnotmiss asingle moment."[tis difficultto move in this directionand
ithasits own challenges,” he said butassured thatthe situation will be way betterin the next fiscal
year,whichstartson March21.
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Iranurges USto
pull outtroops

from Syria

Saying that the only
solution to resolve the
Syrian crisisisapeaceful
approachinaccordance
with international law,
Majid Takht-Ravanchi
stressed that US forces
occupying parts of Syria
should withdraw it
immediately.
In a statement read
before the United Nations
Security Council on the
“Middle East: Syria -
Political”onMonday,Iran's
Ambassadortothe United
Nationsnotesthat"inthe
pasttenyears, the Syrian
people have suffered
greatly from the Syrian
conflictthatalso hashad
adverse consequences
on the peace, security,
and stability of the entire
region. This cannot
and must not continue
indefinitely", IRNA
reported.
"Atthe 10th anniversary
ofthe start of the Syrian
conflict, all effortsmustbe
made to end the fighting.
In this context,anumber
of key principles are of
paramount importance
andmustbeobserved fully,
effectively,andingood faith
byall",hesaid.
This crisis has no
military solution and
must therefore be
settled peacefully and
in full conformity with
international law,
particularly the principles
enshrined in the UN
Charter.
The conflictcannotand will
notend withoutensuring
the full sovereignty, unity,
and territorial integrity of
the Syrian Arab Republic.
This can, in no way, be
compromised.
Neitherthe Syrian people
will acceptthe continued
occupation of their
territory or violation
oftheir sovereignty, nor
must the international
community accept this,
asitruns counter to the
cardinal principles of
internationallaw.
We once again call for the
immediate withdrawal
of all foreign forces
presentin Syria without
the permission of its
Government, particularly
USforcesthatcontinue to
occupy parts ofthe Syrian
territory.
In this context, we
condemn the unlawful
military strike on the
Syrian-Iraqi border on
25February2021. Such
unlawful acts escalate the
already tense situationin
theregionand hencemust
stop.

Asthe Biden Administration has failed
tomeetelection promises concerning
the United States' return to the 2015
nuclear deal, pro-Zionistlobbiesin the

Congress have taken the opportunity

to propose plans to make it difficult for

the administration to come back to the

international accord.

Since President
Joe Biden has
taken power in
the White House,
he underlined
theneed torejoin
S nuclear
deal, also known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA), but
members of the two main
parties in the Congress
showed differentattitude
towards the move, from a
welcome gesture to total
disapproval.
Some experts believe that
Biden is dragging his feet
because he requires the
main senators' approval for
his proposed nominees for
important positionsin the
cabinet.
BobMenendez, Senator from
NewJersey,is one of the key
playersin the Senate, who
has ruled out any attempt
to come back to the nuclear
deal. Hehastried togetin the
way of rejoining the JCPOA
evenifsuchastrategy might
lead to a military conflict
between the United States

and Iran.

] Street, a pro-Zionistnon-
profitliberaladvocacy group
based in Washington, has
reported thatthe American

Israel  Public  Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) hasbeen
behind a letter written by
70 democraticlawmakers,
whourged President Bidento
avoidreturningthe UStothe
JCPOA.Politico,an American
political journalism
company, alsoreported in
early March thatitis possible
thatBidenadoptsaharsher
stance againstIranbecause
he is afraid of annoying
Menendez.

In 2015, Menendez
disagreed with the Obama
administration on the
JCPOA. At the same time,
the Obama's Department of
Justiceissued anindictment
againstMenendezon charges
of corruption; however, the

ATPACbehind anti-JCPOA plotsin
US

Zionistlobby supported the
senatorand he wasacquitted.
Benjamin Netanyahu, Israeli
Prime Minister visited
Washingtonin 2015, when
he addressed the Congress
without meeting the then
US President Barack Obama
inthe White House inabid
toshow hisresentmentto
the Obamaadministration's
attemptto cooperate with
fiveworld powersto strikea
dealwithIranonitsnuclear
program.New York Times
has also written that Bob
Menendezisademocratic
politician, but he could
attractpro-Israelvotersfrom
both political partiesin the
United States.Biden wants
torejointhe JCPOA, buthe
knows this move will make
the pro-Israel lobby very
angry and that Menendez is
much more powerful than
theliberal pro-Israellobby.

Theright-wing pro-Israel
lobby, including Jews and
Christians, are the ones
who attempt to portray
the Islamic Republic as a
threat to the security of
the United States.Despite
the fact that the Biden
administration is keen on
pursuing a diplomatic
solution in dealing with
Iran and plots of certain
republican and democrat
elements in the Congress
have not been successful
yet, thisis obvious that the
Zionistlobby and Netanyahu
himself do not spare any
effort to get in the way of
diplomacy.Mark Dubowitz,
CEO of the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies,
warned markets that they
would suffer from biglosses
ifrepublicans can take back
Congressor the White House
inthe comingyears.

Iranunveils another
COVID-19 vaccine,
Fakhra

Phase one of a clinical trial for another
Iranian COVID-19vaccine, Fakhra-named
after the martyred nuclear scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh - kicked off, with his
sonreceivingthefirstdose.

Organization of Defensive Innovationand
Research,adepartmentiniran's Defense
Ministry, which was previously led by Dr.
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, has developed the
vaccine. Dr. Fakhrizadeh was assassinated
onNovember 28.

The Fakhravaccine Project Manager Dr.
Karimi said in the unveiling ceremony
thattheeffortsoftheagencyleadingto the

developmentofthe vaccine started with
manufacturing COVID-19 testkits and
level-3 portablelaboratories.

Hesaid thatresearchand development
forthe Fakhravaccinebeganin December
2019, by collecting 35,000 samplings
of the virus, from which 30 samples
appropriate forinitial vaccine seeds were
isolated and cultivated.

Virus identification tests were then
carried outand the final vaccine candid
entered thetrial production phaseinJune
2020,accordingto Karimi.

Healsosaid thatthe vaccine then moved
forward with other phasesincluding
animal testsand was finally giventoIran's
Food and Drug Administration which after
some modificationslicensed the vaccine

tomove with the clinical trial.

Inthe ceremony, Iran's Health Minister
Saeed Namaki also gave a speech,
promising thatIranwould soonbecomea
worldleaderinproducingthe COVID-19
vaccine.

He underlined that Iran has managed
to produce several vaccines for the
Coronavirus, despite US sanctions
pressure preventing the country from
affording vaccines produced in other
countries.

COVIran Barakatand Razi CovParsare
otherlIranianvaccinesinthe clinical trial
phase,inaddition to Soberana-02 which
isajointproductof Cubaand Iran. There
arealsoseveral othervaccinesinthe early
stages of development.
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Yemeni drones pound airbase in
southwest Saudi Arabia

Yemen'’s military saysithaslaunched yetanother
successful drone attackagainsta Saudiairbase in
retaliation to Riyadh’s ongoing military aggression
and blockade againstthe war-tornimpoverished
country.

Spokesman forthe Yemeni Armed Forces Brigadier
General Yahya Saree broke the news on Tuesday,
sayingthe attacks targeted King Khalid Airbase in
the southerntown of Khamis Mushaitearlier today.
Hesaid theretaliatory attackwas carried out with 3
drones, Qasef-2k,and the hitwas accurate.

The drone attack comes inresponse to continued
US-Saudiaggression, military escalation, siege, the
Yemenispokesman said.

SaudiArabia and its regional allies, chiefly the
United Arab Emirates (UAE),launched awaragainst
YemeninMarch 2015 torestore the government of
former President Abd Rabbuh Mansour Hadi, who
resignedin 2014 and then flee to Riyadh.
Accordingto the UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the war has killed
almosta quarter of a million Yemenis, caused
outbreaksofdisease, turned Yemeninto the world’s
worsthumanitarian crisis and brought the poor
Arab country to the verge of famine.

Iran’s Top General: Capacity
Developed for Annihilation of

Zionist Regime

Capacities have been developed forthe destruction
and elimination of the Zionistregime, Chief of
Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces Major General
Mohammad Hossein Bagerisaid.Inacongratulatory
message tocommander of the [slamic Revolution
Guards Corps on the Guardians’ Day, Major
General Bageripraised the IRGC for courageous
confrontation witharrogantand hegemonicforces,
saying “no poweris capable of defeating the dear
guardians (IRGC forces)”.

Highlighting the regional and extra-regional
enemies’ fear of the [slamic Republic’s growing
powerin West Asiaand the Mediterranean coasts,
the top general said, “Before entering the second
step of the (Islamic) Revolution, the capacities for
theannihilation of the Zionistregime and, by God’s
grace, the elimination of the fake, child-murdering
and odious regime from the political geography of
theregionhavebeenprepared.”

Major General Bagerialsonoted thatthe IRGC forces
have developed such great power that they are
capable of offense and resistance at the same time.
TheIRGCforces canstrike the hubs ofthreatand the
enemies’ campin due time, withadesirable scope,
onany scale,and with any degree of severity, he
added.A few weeks ago, the spokesperson for the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps warned the Zionist
regime thatitwill definitely getits comeuppance for
criminal actions againstthe Iranian nation.

In February, Iran’s ambassador to the United
Nations dismissed the Israelirhetoric of military
actionagainst Tehran, saying the Islamic Republicis
ready foracrushingresponse to any threat.

Londoners Continue to Protest
against Police after Murder of Sarah

Everard

Protesters angry at men’s violence against women
and heavy-handed policing in the wake of the murder
of Londoner Sarah Everard protested outside police
headquarters, parliamentand UK Prime Minister Boris

Johnson’s office on Monday.

Everard, 33, was abducted as she walked home in south
London on March 3 and a police officerhasbeen charged
with herkidnap and murder, provoking anational debate
over how British society deals with male violence against

women.

Protesters gathered outside parliamentin Westminster,
where lawmakers started debating a bill on Monday that
opponents said would give police too much power to
restrict peaceful protests, days after police were criticized

for using excessive force atavigil for Everard, Reuters

reported.

you?”

in handcuffs.

The protesters briefly blocked traffic on nearby
Westminster Bridge before gathering outside
New Scotland Yard, the headquarters of London’s
Metropolitan Police, and moving on to Johnson’s
Downing Street office.
Holding signs reading “Educate your sons” and “End
violence againstwomen”, protesters stood oppositealine
ofpolice outside New Scotland Yard, chanting “Sisters
united willneverbe defeated” and “Who protects us from

Political focus has shifted onto London’s Metropolitan
Police after officers tried to disperse a vigil for Everard on
Saturday, sayingitbreached COVID-19lockdownrules.
They scuffled with mourners and dragged women away

Monday’s protest proceeded for several hours without

-
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same heavy-handed

police tactics, following widespread criticism of
Saturday’s eventsand calls for the Met’s chiefto resign.

“They came with flowers, you came with force,” read one

protester’s sign.
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Hassan Zabikhash
told IRNA that the
ban on UK flights that
hasbeenin place for
three months was
extended for two
weeks, despite the
Persian New Year
holidays.

Iran put a ban on
UK flights late in
December due to
the new coronavirus
variant detected in
the UK. The ban was
o once extended until
mid-February.
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Z.arifrecalls Halabja tragedy, westernbackers

Iran's Foreign Ministerrecalled the tragedy of Halabja chemical attacksin the Iraqi Kurdish region,
those supplied Saddam'sregime with chemical weapons,and the West's silence over the crime.
Inatweet, Mohammad Javad Zarifwrote: "March 16isthe 33rd anniversary ofthe chemical carnage
inHalabja.Some carenottoremember—thosein the westwho provided Saddam with the deadly
chemicals.""Over 5,000 innocentcivilians were gassed to death. Still, want to talk about 'malign
regionalbehavior'? Shameless,"headded.
The Halabja attack was part of the Al-Anfal Campaign in northernIraq. The attackhasbeen
recognized asadistincteventofgenocide conducted againstthe Kurdish people by the Saddam
regime.The chemicalbombing of Halabjawas one ofthe mosthorrificand inhumane crimes
committed by the Ba'athistregimeinIraqonMarch 15,1988.Committingthe crimeagainsthisown
nation,Saddamaroused the surpriseand hatred of the international community.
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Biden's top diplomat calls for deeper Japan ties,

as China, North Korea cast shadow

U.S.Secretary of State Antony Blinken on Tuesday called

fordeepereconomicand security ties with Japan,asheand

Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin seek to use their first trip

abroad to strengthen Asian alliances in the face of China’s

assertiveness.

Their visit to Tokyo and Seoul is the first
overseas outing by top cabinet members
of President]oe Biden’s team and follows a
virtual summitlastweek oftheleadersthe
United States, Japan, Australiaand India - the
Quadalliance.

Issuesontheagendarange from freedom of
navigationinthe Southand East China Seas
and semiconductor supply-chain security, to
North Korean nuclearissue and the military
coupinMyanmar.

“Wereally come toreaffirmthe factthatthe
allianceisaswe’dlike to say the cornerstone
of ourpeace,securityand prosperity,” Blinken
saidinremarksto U.S.embassy staffin Tokyo.
“The economicrelationship between the
United States and Japan is, as you know
very well, one ofthe strongestin the world,”
Blinken told a group ofJapanese business
leaders.

He said the pandemic had exposed
vulnerabilities in global supply chains
for critical products, including medical
equipment, supplies, semiconductors.

The countries needed to work together to
build secure and resilientsupply chains for
the future, he said.

North Koreaislikely tobeinsharp focusafter
the White House said Pyongyanghad so far
rebuffed efforts from the United States to
engageindialogue. North Koreawarned the
new U.S.administration against “causinga
stink” ifitwants peace, North Korean state
mediareported on Tuesday.

Atthe openingofthe bilateral meeting with
theJapanese foreign minister Toshimitsu
Motegi, Blinken said he wanted to work with
Japanandallies onthe denuclearisation of
NorthKorea.

DEFENCETIES

Japanese Defence Minister Nobuo Kishi said
atthestartofhisbilateralmeetingwith Austin
thathisvisitsentastrong message “about
the U.S.commitmentto thisregionand the
robustness ofthe Japan-U.S. alliance.”
Kishisaid the two would discuss China’s
movementsin the Eastand South China Seas
and “specificinitiatives thatJapanand U.S.
should work on to enhance their capabilities
todeterandrespond.”

Inresponse, Austin said the alliance was
“the cornerstone inaddressingtoday’s and
tomorrow’s challengesasweworktogetherto
uphold the Free and Open Indo-Pacific.”

The conceptof Free and Open Indo-Pacific
isamajor priority for Tokyo as it seeks to
curb China’s activity in the Eastand South
China Seas.Followingbilateral meetings,
both Austin and Blinken were due to meet
with their counterparts forajoint session of
“2+2” talks and were expected to address
some otheritemsraised during Quad suchas
maritime, cyberand economicsecurity.
Analysts also expect Tokyo to seek U.S.
supportfortheupcoming Tokyo Olympicsand
follow-up talks on other subjects thatfigured
atthe Quad summit, suchasthe commitment
toboost COVID-19 vaccine suppliesin Asia
and climate change.

Inhisremarks to Tokyo-based U.S.diplomats
Blinken said the summer Games “involve
planning for several differentscenarios,”and
added that “whenever and however, Team
USA endsup competing,itwill be because of
you.”

The secretaries are expected to make a
courtesy call on Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga, whois setto visitthe White
HouseasthefirstforeignleadertomeetBiden
inApril.

Both officials will leave Tokyo for Seoul on
Wednesday and hold talks with counterparts
inthe South Korean capital until Thursday.
From there, Austin will fly to India while
Blinken will fly to Alaska, where he will
bejoined by the national security adviser
Jake Sullivan for meetings with Chinese
counterparts.

China has approved a new COVID19- vaccine for

emergency use, one thatwasdeveloped by the head ofiits

Center for Disease Control, addingtoitsarsenal.

Gao Fu, the head of China's CDC, led the
development of a protein subunit vaccine
that was approved by regulators last week
foremergency use, the Chinese Academy of
Sciences’ Institute of Microbiology saidina
statement Monday, AP reported.

It is the fourth such vaccine to be given
emergency use approval. Chinahasapproved
four vaccines developed by three Chinese
companies for general use.

The vaccine was developed jointly by Anhui
Zhifei Longcom Biopharmaceutical Co. Ltd.
and the Chinese Academy of Sciences. The team
finished phase 1 and phase 2 clinical trialsin
October oflastyearandis currently conducting
thelast phase oftrialsin Uzbekistan, Pakistan
and Indonesia, accordingto the statement.
Thevaccine wasapproved for use in Uzbekistan
onMarch 1.

The protein subunitvaccine is similar to many
ofthe othervaccines thathave beenapproved
globally in thatittrains the body to recognize
the spike protein that covers the surface of the
coronavirusvaccine, although the difference
liesin how it tells the body to recognize the
protein. Scientists grow aharmless version of
theproteinin cellsand then purifyit, beforeitis
assembledintoavaccineandinjected.

China Approves A Fourth COVIDI19-Vaccine
for Emergency Use

Thereis no publicly available informationin
peer-reviewed scientific journals about the
clinical trial data showing efficacy or safety.
A spokesperson for the company said that
the data could notbe shared at this time but
thatthe company was actively providing the
information to health authorities.

China has been slow in vaccinating its
population of 1.4 billion people, despite having
four vaccinesapproved for general use. The
latest numbers, according to government
officialsatapressbriefing Monday in Beijing,
isthatithasadministered 64.98 million doses
ofvaccines.

China has targeted what it considers key
populations for vaccination thus far, namely
health care workers as well as those who
work atthe border or customs, and specific
industries the government has selected. A
second group, which has notably been absent
thus farincomparison to many other countries,
hasbeentheelderly and those with pre-existing
conditions.

The vaccines have previously been limited
to adults 18-59 years old, as officials cited
alackof clinical trial data for those who are
older, although the governmentappearstobe
signaling the limits are now being setaside.
“We will promptly carry out mass vaccination
ofrelevant populations,” Li Bin, a vice chair on
the National Health Commission, said Monday.
China's official Xinhua News Agency reported
overtheweekend thatin certain neighborhoods
in Beijing,local health centers started to offer
thevaccinestothoseaged 60andolder.

Venezuelan Vice President Delcy
Rodriguezsaysher countrywillnot
approve the AstraZenecavaccine
againstthe coronavirusbecause of
concerningsideeffects.

"Venezuelawillnotgive permission
tothe AstraZenecavaccineduetothe
side effectsthathave occurred with

Venezuelanottoallow thisvaccine.Ordersfrom President

// [Nicolas] Maduro," Rodriguez said
useofAs . eneca ataMonday press conference, as
coronavaccine: VP

quotedbythe NTN24 TV channel.

Multiple countries, including
France, Germany;, Italy, Portugal,
Denmark, the Netherlands, Iceland
and Norway have temporarily
suspended the wuse of the
AstraZenecavaccine after citizens
reported side-effects, particularly

blood clots, from getting the shots,
Sputnikreported.

The UK-Swedish pharmaceutical
giantAstraZenecasaid on Sunday
thatit had found no evidence of
increasedriskofblood clots fromits
COVID-19vaccineafter conducting
areview of safety dataof over 17
millioninoculated peopleacross
the European Unionand the United
Kingdom.
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