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Fruit Exports 20 Times More
Than Imports

Iranimported 380,009 tons of fruitworth $267.71
millionand exported 7.88 milliontonsworth $5.52 billion
duringthe 11 monthsto Feb.18,says Rouhollah Latifi, the
spokesperson ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran Customs
Administration.

“Exportshavebeen 20 timeshigher thanimportsboth
interms of weightand value,” he was quoted as saying
byILNA.

Notingthatimports oftropical fruitshave declined over
the 11-month period, the official said, “Atotal of 345,026
tons ofbananasworth $234.52 million were imported
duringthe period,indicatingan 18% decline compared
withlastyear’s similar period. Coconutimports stood
at2,181tonsworth $1.39 million, registeringa 51%
decrease year-on-year. Pineapple imports hovered
around 4,696 tons worth $4.08 million during the
period, whichshowsa30%decline YOY. Atotal of 22,787
tons of mangos worth $16.99 million were imported
duringtheperiod,down 35% compared withlastyear’s
correspondingperiod,”hesaid.

Tropical Fruit Production

Atotal 0of 165,000 tons of tropical fruits, including
mangoes, bananas, sapodilla, guavasand papayas, have
beenproducedinlransincethebeginningofthe current
Iranianyear on March 20,2020, Agriculture Ministry
official, ZahraJalili-Moqaddam, said recently.

The provinces of Hormozgan, Sistan-Baluchestanand
Kermanaretropical fruitproductionhubsinIran.
“Atpresent,land under tropical fruit cultivationisnot
high. Yet,asstipulatedinthe Sixth Five-Year Development
Plan (2017-22),these orchards should be expanded
to12,500hectares.Indoingso, we willbe able tomeet
the greater partof domestic demand through local
production,” shesaid.

Iran'sdevelopmentplansoutline government strategies
forthenextfiveyears.

“Imports oftropical fruitsto Iran costasmuchas $500
million annually,” Mohammad Mehdi Boroumandi,
another official with Agriculture Ministry, told IRNA.
Referring to the favorable climatic conditions of the
southeasternprovince of Sistan-Baluchestananditsgreat
potential for the growth of tropical fruits, the official said,
“Weintendtoachieveself-sufficiencyin the production
oftropical fruits by extending supportto farmersand
expandingorchards.”

BananaMostPopular Tropical Fruit

Bananaaccounts for the highest volume of tropical
fruitsimportedinto Iran mainly because Iranians are
marginally aware of mango and pineapplebuthaveno
exposuretosapodilla, guavaorpapaya.

According to Boroumandi, a total 0£ 92,947 tons of
bananaswere produced on 4,838 hectaresinthelast
Iranianyear [March 2019-20], which was sufficientto
meet20% of domesticdemand for thistropical fruit.
“Domesticdemand forbananasstandsat550,000 tons
annually, of which 450,000 tons are supplied through
importsand 100,000 tonsvialocal production,” he was
quotedassayingbyIRNA.
“AccordingtodataoftheIslamicRepublicofIran Customs
Administration, lastyear’sbananaimports hovered
around 457,225 tonsworth $308 million. The provinces
of Sistan-Baluchestan, Hormozgan, southern Kerman,
Farsand Bushehrare producers of bananain Iran.
Notably, the southeastern province of Sistan-Baluchestan
accountsfor99.8% ofthe country’sbananaoutput.”
“Sistan-Baluchestan Province hasthelargestareaunder
banana cultivation with 4,835 hectares. A total of22.3
hectaresofplantationsinsouthernKerman, 12 hectares
inFars, 10 hectaresin Hormozganand 2.3 hectaresin
Bushehrhavebeendedicated to banana cultivation,”
Jalili-Mogaddamtold IRNA.

Morethan 60,000 tons of bananashave been harvested
inSistan-Baluchestan Provincesofarinthe currentfiscal
year (started March 20,2020),alocal official, Ardeshir
Shahraki, said recently.
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Carmakers, Armed Forces Expand Tech

Ties to Overcome Sanctions

Iran’sarmed forces are expected to play an

increasingrolein auto industry by helping

curb theimpactof US sanctions on the key

sector.

After the US
reimposed
sanctions against
Iran, foreign
automotive firms
pulled out of the
country. The
armed forces, along with
local tech firms, have filled
up the void left behind
by foreign suppliers’
withdrawal from the [ranian
market.

Iran’s Army, Defense
Ministry and the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps’
Aerospace Forceareleading
the effort, the Persian
economic daily Donya-e-
Eqtesad Reported.
Sharing their modern
technologies, the armed
forces helped Iran Khodro
(IKCO) and SAIPA, Iran’s
majorautomakers,andlocal
parts makers toboosttheir
output.

The assistance helped
boost the manufacture of
high-tech componentsand
upgrade machinery and
industrial skills.

Earlier, speaking to Fars
News Agency, Deputy
Defense Minister for
Legal and Parliamentary
Affairs Brigadier General
Reza Talaei-Nik said, “Our
supportwill continue to fill
the technological gapsin
the domestic auto sector
andimprove the qualityand
volume oftheir production.”
Backingthemilitary'srolein
the auto sector, the Iranian
Parliamentisdevelopinga
planto further expand their
operation. The plan calls
for the establishmentofa
newauto production facility,
whichwouldbeentirely run
by military forces.

The proposalisstill in the

NEWS

early stages of development
and thereisno assurance
that it will be approved
by the Guardians Council.
However, efforts are being
made to incorporate
military technology in
the domesticautomobile
industry.

Thanks to the limiting US
sanctions, the domesticauto
industry faced difficulties to
stayafloatinthe pastseveral
years.
Therialhaslostabouttwo-
thirds ofitsvalueand prices
of almost all goods have
soared to unprecedented
highs. The greenback was
trading at 248,000 rials
in Tehran on Wednesday,
though it hardly fetched
42,000rialsayearearlier.
With the imported raw
materialand parts gradually
runningout, parts makers’
problemsbegan.

The outdated machinery
and knowledge in these
companies failed to feed the
auto production lines and
disrupted theindustry.
Toliftthe pressure off the
sector, Iranian authorities
decided to transfer the
know-how and capabilities
ofarmed forces to the auto
industry.

Overview

Inlate September 2020, the
Iranian Army’s Air Force
launched an initiative to
strengthen relations with
the major automaker SAIPA
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for sharing technologies,
bolstering domestic auto
production and reducing
foreigndependency.
Commander of Iran Air
Force Brigadier General
Aziz Nasirzadeh said the
army is willing to offer its
knowhow and technological
capacitiesto the automotive
sector for designing and
manufacturing high-tech
componentsand engines.
Nasirzadeh said the result
of the collaboration will
benefitbothsides.

“The army would like to use
the capabilities of SAIPAand
itssubsidiary parts makers
to produce special engines
for drones. Inreturn, the
army would help the
automaker develop high-
techauto components that
are currently imported,”
hesaid.

The air force chief said
in case the projects are
implemented judiciously,
the US sanctions thathave
troubled the automotive
sector will be easily
overcome.

Also in May 2020, the
commander of IRGC’s
Aerospace Force said the
force can provide Iranian
automakers with advanced
technologies so that
they can overcome their
shortcomings and reduce
their reliance on foreign
firms.

Brigadier General Amir

Ali Hajizadeh also told
reporters that IRGC’s
Aerospace Force is ready
to offer consultations
to Iranian carmakers to
addresstheirshortcomings
inthefield oftechnologyand
car parts production.

He noted that reliance
on local capabilities and
domestic  knowledge-
based companiesisthekey
tosuccess.

“IRGC does not plan
to take the helm of the
industrial sector and start
manufacturing cars, butour
goal is to extend help and
[provide carmakers with]
consultations,” headded.
The Defense Ministry has
also steppedinto support
domestic automakers to
curb their reliance on
foreign parts.

In early June 2019, the
ministry started sharing its
technological capabilities
with IKCO and SAIPA.

With the ministry's
support, the production of
homegrown substitutes for
keyimported car partswas
placed ontheagenda.
Inanintegrated move, the
ministry signed a deal with
local car manufacturing
company  SAIPA in
December 2019 to bolster
collaborationinresearch
and development, design,
technical monitoring, safety
standards and localization
of parts.

3 Ocean Liners Berth Together
at Shahid Bahonar Port

Three oceanliners weighingmore than40,000 tons docked
simultaneously at Shahid Bahonar Portin the southern
province of Hormozgan, according to the manager of Shahid
Bahonarand East Hormozgan Portsand Maritime Bureau.
“Thisisthefirsttime after 12 years that three heavyweight
oceanlinershaveberthed at Shahid Bahonar atthe same
time with the purpose of exporting Iranian goods,” Hamid
Reza Mohammad-Hosseini Takhti was quoted as saying by
IRNA on Saturday.
These vessels will carry commodities, including steel,
foodstuff, minerals and construction materials, to export
destinations.
Shahid Bahonarisone ofthe mostactive portsin southern
Iraninboth passengerand freighttransportation. The port
enjoysastrategic position due toits proximity to the Persian
Gulflittoral statesand the Iranianislands of Qeshm and Kish.
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Work Beginson
2 Desalination
Plantsin
Southern
Qeshm Island

Construction of two
desalination plants
in Qeshm Island,
Hormozgan Province,
has started toimprove
water supply to rural
areas,managingdirector
of the Hormozgan
Waterand Wastewater
Companysaid.

“Partsof Qeshminthe
Persian Gulf, especially
the west of theisland,
arefacingseriouswater
shortages,” Amin Qasmi
said,and added thatthe
project to desalinate
and provide 31,000
plus rural population
in18yvillages safe water
willhelpalleviate water
stressintheregion, the
Energy Ministry news
portal Pavenreported
himassaying.

The desalination units
aretocomeonlinebythe
end ofthe yearand will
eachhavea capacity of
3,000 cubicmetersaday,
headded.

“Carried out by the
private sector, the
project is estimated
to cost $6 million. The
investoris Tana Energy
Group, one ofthe main
companies involved
in desalination in the
southern province,” he
said.

One achievement of
the company is the
construction of a
100,000 cubic meter
desalination plant in
Bandar Abbas, which
produces quality water
to the Hormozgan
Waterand Wastewater
Company, Qasmisaid.
Foundedin2010, Tana
Energy Groupisactivein
waterand power, oiland
gasandrailtransport.
Accordingtothe official,
constructionofanother
desalination planthas
startedinBandar Abbas.
Witha capacityof 3,000
cubicmetersperday,the
plantwill supply water
t0 10,000 peopleinfive
villages.

In the past five years
desalination capacity
in Hormozgan has
increased six fold, he
recalled. “The present
annual 48 million cubic
meter capacity was 8
mcmin2015”.

Likein other provinces,
undergroundresources
are depleting in
Hormozganandtapping
into unconventional
waterresources,namely
seawater,hasbecomea
compulsion.
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Iranurges IAEA
tostayimpartial

Iran's Foreign Ministry
spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadeh on Monday
urged UN nuclearwatchdog
to observe impartiality in
commenting on technical
issues about Iranian
nuclear programto ensure
cooperation with Iran,
adding that Tehran has
provided the IAEA with
required accessunder the
Safeguards Agreement.
"MonitoringIran's nuclear
activitiesistechnicalissue.
Iranhasprovided required
access under the IAEA
Safeguards Agreement. We
gave otheraccessesin the
framework of Additional
Protocol which was halted
with a parliamentary
legislation. We made also
athree-month agreement
opening a diplomatic
window," Khatibzadehsaid.
Asked about the next
meeting of the Joint
Commission ofthe JCPOA,
the Khatibzadeh said that
the timingisnotscheduled
yet.

Referring to the tripartite
meetingin Doha on Syria,
Khatibzadeh said that it
wasaninitiative to help the
AstanaProcess,as Russian
foreign minister said [ran
would supportanyinitiative
thathelpsthe Syrianpeople.
Khatibzadeh said that
whetherthe sabotageattack
on the Iranian ship last
weekinthe Mediterranean
should be determined by
the General Staff of the
Armed Forces. However, he
added thatthe geographical
location puts the blame
on the occupying Israeli
regime.

Underlining that the
Zionistregime has carried
out sabotage operations
anytime the region began
to see a relative peace,
the spokesman said that
when the perpetrator was
determined, all options
wouldbeonthetable.
Hesaid thatIran hasasked
the Iraqi government to
reveal the perpetrators
behind the missile attack
onErbilairportlastmonth,
suggesting [sraeliregime's
involvement.

The spokesman
recommended thatthe UK
government must avoid
politicizing the legal case
against Nazanin Zaghari-
Ratcliffe and let it move
forwardinitslegal path.
Healsotouched onremarks
by the White House
national security advisor
ontheindirectdiplomatic
talks between Iran and
the US, saying that Tehran
has neither direct nor
indirectnegotiations with
Washington.

=

New Phases of Coronavirus Vaccine Human Trials Beginin Iran
Iranian researchers on Monday started the second and third phases of clinical trials with a

homegrownvaccine for the coronavirus.

Around 300 volunteersare goingto getthe ‘COV Iran Barkat’ vaccine in the second phase of clinical
trials.During the third phase, the Iranian vaccine will be injected to 20,000 volunteersinsix different
cities, officials said.None of the 56 people thathave received the homegrown vaccine in the first
phase has shown any symptoms.In February, the Headquarters for Executing the Order of Imam
Khomeini, the institution thathas developed the vaccine, said the first stage of human trials has
produced promisingresults as the vaccine is one hundred percent effective against the mutated
variantofcoronavirus found in the UK. The foundation noted that three companiesin Lebanon, Syria
and Venezuelaarealso willing to purchase the Iranian vaccine.Officials say Iran will receive around
16million doses ofvaccines through the World Health Organization's COVAX program,import more

than 25 million doses from abroad, and produce 25 million other doses inside the country.

Saudi-led coalition claims intercepting a Yemeni drone

The Saudi-led coalition claimedithad intercepted and destroyed a drone launched by the Yemeni

Armyand Popular Resistance Committees.

operations.

Iran categorically rules out involvementin

Iraqattacks

Iran's Ambassador and Permanent

Representative to the United Nations

Majid Takht Ravanchi categorically ruled

outanyinvolvementin attacks on US

Citing the aggressor coalitionin Yemen, Saudi Arabia's state television claimed on Monday that
the Saudi-led coalition had intercepted and destroyed adrone launched by the Yemeni Army and
Houthimovementin southern Saudi Arabia.Accordingto Al-Quds Al-Arabi, Saudi Arabia's official
television claimed thatthe drone intended to attack the southern Saudi city of Khamis Mushait.
While the Yemeniarmy drone unitand Yemeni Popular Resistance Committees have always
targeted military targets deep in Saudi territory, the Saudi coalition claimed that the drone was
aimed atcivilians and civilian areas.Yemeni forces have "otyetreacted to the report.

The Yemeniarmyhasrepeatedlywarned the Saudi coalition of continuing siege and attack against
the Yemenination, vowingtoretaliate the hostile actions of the coalition with missile and drone

basesinlraq.
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In his letter to
UN Secretary
General Anténio
Guterres, Takht
Ravanchitermed
airstrikes
Iraqi
forces as violation of
Iraqi sovereignty and
international law.
The full text of Iranian
envoy'sletterisasfollows:
[ am writing to you

regarding the letter
dated 27 February 2021
from the Permanent

Representative of the
United States of America
to the United Nations
addressedtothePresident
of the Security Council
(5/2021/202),inwhich
through the use ofthe term
"Iran-supported non-State
militia groups”, attempts

Islamic Republic of Iran of
supporting such so-called
"non-state militia groups”
in Iraq, which is hereby
categorically rejected.

As has been made clear
on previous occasion
(S/2020/81), the
Islamic Republic of Iran
has not been involved,
directly or indirectly,
in an armed attack by
any entity or individual
againstthe United States
inIraq,and accordingly,
firmly rejects any claim

explicitly or implicitly
ofany attack carried out
against American forces
inlIraq, such attribution
iscompletely unfounded
and unsubstantiated, thus
legally nulland void.

The Islamic Republic
of Iran condemns the
unlawful military strike
ofthe United States forces
against Iraqi forces the
Syrian-Iraqi border on
25 February 2021. Such
dangerousactswhich have
wrongly been justified

arbitrary interpretation
of Article 51 ofthe Charter
of the United Nations
violate the sovereignty
of regional countries
are clear manifestation
of gross violations of
international law and
practice, only serve the
malicious interests of
terrorist groupsinsuch
countries, hence mustbe
halted.Ishould be grateful
if you would have the
presentletter circulated as
adocumentofthe Security

were made to accuse the

to attribute to Iran,

based on an extremely

Council.

U.Sand EUwillreacha
diplomatic agreement with
Iran; Expert

Daniel Lacalle, a famous Spanish
economisttold ILNA news agency thatit
isverydifficulttokeep JCPOA asitisright
now.

Speakingto ILNA news agency, Lacalle
stressed "Butthereisawidespreadbelief
thatthenewadministrationinthe United
Statesand the European Union willreach
adiplomaticagreementwith Iran."

"We willlikely see arenewed diplomatic
effort if John Kerry is nominated as
foreignsecretary.Ibelieve thatdiplomatic
negotiations will likely start fromanew
perspective fromboth sides.”

Answeringto question abouttherole of
the International Atomic Energy Agency
inmaintaining the nuclear deal, he said
thatthe International Atomic Energy
Agency has provenitsindependence on
numerous occasions.l donotbelieve
that there is any compromise to its

independence. All governments try to
convince the IAEA of their position, but
that does not mean there is pressure
or thatthe agency falls under political
pressure.

The economicanalystadded "The best
way forboth countriestoreduce tensionis
tohaveaclearunderstandingthatthereis
nomilitary or civilian threatagainstthem.
"Tensions can be reduced quicklyifthe
United States perceives thatthe threatis
gone," hesaid.

Opening Kosovo embassy
in Al-Quds contradicts

withintl. laws

While strongly condemning the
opening of Kosovo Embassy in the
"occupied territories”, Palestinian

Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas)
spokesman said that this move is in
conflict with international laws and
regulations.

Hazem Qassemreacted to the opening of
Kosovo Embassy in Al-Quds on Monday
and condemned it strongly, Alnashrah

reported.

According to the report, Hamas
spokesman reiterated that recent
action of Kosovo leaders in opening
theirembassyinthe occupiedlands and
territoriesis againstinternational laws
andresolutions.

Pelosi Blames Border Crisis on
Biden Inheriting ‘Broken System’

from Trump

US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Sunday acknowledged
the crisis surrounding the surge of children crossing
the southern border — but blamed it on the Biden
administrationinheritinga “broken system” from former

president Donald Trump.

“The facts are these: there are more children. About 600,
700 more children,unaccompanied children, coming over
theborder. Thisisahumanitarian challenge to all of us,”
Pelosi (D-Calif.) said on ABC News’ “This Week.”

“Whatthe administration hasinherited is a broken
systemattheborder,and theyare workingto correctthat
inthe children’s interest,” she said, The New York post

reported.

ButSen. Bill Cassidy (R-La.) said blame for the crisisatthe
borderrestssolelyin US President]Joe Biden’slap and said
the president’s policiesare inviting migrants to make the

dangeroustrektothe US.

Asked by “Fox News Sunday” host Chris Wallace whether
Bidenisresponsible fortheincrease in migrantsand the
number ofapprehensions, Cassidy said, “Empirically, it’s

entirely.”

“When people think they can getin, theybegin sending
their unaccompanied child across Mexico, where she
may bekidnapped and trafficked,” Cassidy said, alleging
thatimmigration officials told migrantsin Spanish that |,
theborderwas “open.” ‘
“There can be no equivocations when it comes to
someone whois thinking ofjoininga caravan,” he added.
More than 29,000 unaccompanied minors crossed the
borderin February,accordingto figures from US Customs
and Border Protection, and the numbers of people
apprehended atthe Mexican border totaled more than
100,000lastmonth —a 28 percentincrease from January.
The one-month total of children arriving at the border
isnearlyashighasthe number ofkids forall oflastyear.
The stream of migrants coming to the border has
overwhelmed federal immigration authorities so
much that Biden authorized the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to “help receive, shelter and
transportthe children” over the next 90 days.
Pelosipraised the move to involve FEMA.

“I'm so pleased that the president, as a temporary
measure, has sent FEMA to the borderin order to help
facilitate the children going from one —the 72-hourissue

NEWS

Western states hoard
COVID-19 vaccines three
times more than what they

need: Zarif

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
said on Monday that the Western states hoard
COVID-19vaccines three times more than what
theyneed.

He said that the western states must give up
discrimination in providing the public with
health servicesatatime whentheyare exposed
todeadly threatofcoronapandemic.

The foreign minister said thatall the people are
equalinthe face of thiscommon human pain.

“If one country becomes vulnerable to the
threatof corona pandemic, the entirety of the
international community will suffer from the
same vulnerability,” Zarif said.

“We cannotbuy security for ourselves at the
cost of making others insecure. We cannot
build a future for ourselves by putting pressure
on others. [ wish COVID-19 would at least
teach us thislesson tounderstand thatinan
interconnected world, we are all boarding the
sameboat.”

He stressed the need toactindiscriminately in
distributing the vaccineamongthe poorandrich
nations.

Referringto Iran’s difficulties caused by the US
tough sanctions to provide medical supplies
fromabroad, Zarifsaid thatthe Iranian scientists
successfully managed to produce COVID-19
vaccines as they already manufactured missiles
domestically.

Yemenis target depth of Saudi
soil with3 UAVs

The Spokesman for the Yemeni Armed Forces
Brigadier General Yahya Saree said the forces
targeted the Saudi soil with 3 UAVs on Monday.
Thedroneunitofthe Yemeni Army and Popular
Resistance Committees once again targeted
the depths of Saudi territory with three drones,
Almasirahreported.

The Spokesman for the Yemeni Armed Forces
Brigadier General Yahya Saree made the
announcement today, saying that "A [new]
operation against military positions at Abha
International Airportin the city of Abha, the
center ofthe Asirregionand the King Khalid Air
Base in Khamis Mushaitwas successfully carried
outbythree K2 Qasef UAVs."

"This operation was carried out within the
framework of ourlegal right to respond to the
crimes ofthe aggressors and the continuation
oftheir siege against Yemen," he added, noting
thatthe targeting was carried out with great
care.

where they are cared

forastheyare transferred into family homes or
homesthatare safe forthemtobe,” she said.
“So this, again, is atransition for whatwas wrongbefore
towhatisright,” Pelosiadded.
Biden hasbeen criticized by Republicans for rolling back
many of Trump’s immigration regulations including
the “Remain in Mexico” policy thatrequired Central
American asylum seekers to stay in Mexico while US
courtsreviewed their claims.




Zarif Urges Regional Cooperationfor Afghan Peace

Foreign Minister of Iran Mohammad Javad Zarif called for collective efforts by regional countries to ensure peacein
Afghanistan.
Inameetingwith the Pakistani primeminister’s special representative for Afghanistan, held in Tehran on Sunday; the
topIraniandiplomatstressed theneedtoestablishand preserve peacein Afghanistan.

Healso emphasized the necessity of regional cooperation for ensuring peace in Afghanistan and preserving the
achievementsofAfghanpeople.
Forhispart, the Pakistani envoy expressed satisfaction with his meetingsin Tehranand expounded on his country’s

20000 Rials

stancesonthe developmentsin Afghanistan.

Mohammad Sadiqvisited [ranwithapoliticaland security delegationtohold negotiations aboutthe Afghanissues.

Tuesday , March 16, 2021,
No. 742

Headlines
Western states hoard ISFAHAN
COVIDI19-vaccines NEWS
. EWS
three times more thz.m T
what theyneed: Zarif  Allflightsfrom
. Iraqsuspended
Ff-lut Exports 20 dueto UK
Times MoreThan variant: CAO
Imports Civil Aviation
5 Organization of Iran
Carmakers,Armed (CAO) in a statement
announced that all
F?Pces ExpandTech flights of [ranian and
Ties to Overcome Iraqiairlines from Iraq
Sanctions were suspended for a

period of one week
effective as of Mar. 14
duetothe UKCOVID-19
variant.

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

04:51:25 Due to the outbreak
Noon call to prayer: of a new type of UK
12:11:54 coronavirus and in
| order to observe
Evening call to prayer: necessary precautions
18:29:20 and protect health of
citizens, effective

WEATHER

measures have been
takeninthisregard, the
statementadded.
Also, all domestic
airlines are obliged to
inform passengers of
the case timely, CAO
announced.
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[ranmaintainsthattheefforts for peacein Afghanistanmustincludeintra-Afghannegotiations with the participation
ofall Afghangroupsandin compliance with the Constitution.

New Phases of Coronavirus Vaccine
Human Trials Beginin Iran

MeK and Chaharshanbe Suri: A terrorist cult
trying to alter Iran’s cultural traditions

Popular culture or folklore around the world is part

of cultural traditions of nations thatare passed down

from generation to generation, and its preservation

leads to continuation of identity componentsamong

peopleofaland. Anintangible heritage of nations, popular

culture canbe considered asakind of culturallink between

differentgenerations. Therefore, any attemptto destroyand

contaminate of popular cultureis anaction againstculture

and traditions ofanation.

Popular culture or folklore around the world
ispartofcultural traditions of nations thatare
passed down from generation to generation,
andits preservationleadsto continuation of
identitycomponentsamongpeopleofaland.An
intangible heritage of nations, popular culture
canbe considered as akind of cultural link
betweendifferentgenerations. Therefore,any
attemptto destroy and contaminate of popular
cultureisanactionagainstcultureandtraditions
ofanation.Chaharshanbe Surihasbeenapart
ofthe culturaltradition of Nowruzcelebrations
forthe pastseveral centuries, althoughithas
undergoneseveral changesthathave changedit
toagreatextent. However, forseveralyearsnow,
anlranianterroristcultbasedin Tirana,Albania,
named Mojahedin-e Khalq (MeK),hastried to
deviatetheeventinlinewiththeir political goals
throughintroducingaviolentapproachonit.

Chaharshanbe Suriis the gatewaytospringand
there-emergenceofnature, buteveryyear,afew
daysbefore the festival, the MEK encourages
itsterrorcellsinIrannamed “rebel centers” to
createunrestand setfire totownsandvillages.

The MeK, which had notyetsucceededinits
call for destructionandviolencein Iran, this
year,inan effortto manipulate the spiritofthis
culturaltradition, hastried toalteritfromaone-
nightfestival to five-nightsaimingto "expand
the battlefield" in Iran, Habilian Association
reported.

The Mojahedin-e Khalq cult, whichhasbeen
usingviolence to achieve its goals, seeks to
compensate forits failures through turning
traditional ceremoniesthatare partofpopular
culture into means of provoking violence.
Thereisno doubtthattheleaders ofthis cult
alsoknowverywell thatsuch actions which
canleadto hurtinginnocentcitizensarenot
acceptablein the eyes of the international
publicopinion; therefore, they are doing their
besttokeep thewholeworldinthe darkabout
theirtrueintentions. Thisis why the message
thatthis group sent for Chaharshanbe Suri,
like their previous message where theirleader
threatenedthelivesofcitizensand government
employees,was deliberatelybroadcastonlyin
their Persian mediaandnotin otherlanguages
so that they could continue to conceal the
truthand deceive asignificantnumber oftheir
supportersincludingformer foreign officials.
TheMojahedin-e Khalq Organizationisasymbol
ofviolenceand dogmatismin ourworld today.
Ifthis cultisnotstopped forits currentovert
aggression and the crimesithas committed
sincethe 1980s,itwill continue to perpetrate
acts of sabotage. To ensure security and
maintain peace, the international community
muststanduptoalltheseterroristand extremist
groups.

Global Arms Trade Plateauing amid
COVIDI9-

International trade in major arms haslevelled off over the

pasttwo five-year periods, with the exception of the Middle

East,wheretherehasbeenasharpincrease, the Stockholm

International Peace Research Institute SIPRI hassaidina

freshreport.

Nevertheless, global arms trade has
remained close to the highestlevel since
the end ofthe Cold Warin the early 1990s,
whenthe Soviet Union collapsed. Whether
therehasbeenabreakintrendsonthe
global arms market, SIPRI'sresearchers
arestill hesitantto say.

"Itistoo early to say whether the rapid
growth of arms transfersin the lasttwo
decadesisover, Pieter Wezeman of SIPRI's
research programme for weapons and
military spendingin the city of Solna, told
nationalbroadcaster SVT.

SIPRI, however, did not rule out the
coronavirus pandemic possibly affecting
the statistics foran entire five-year period.
"The economic effects of the COVID-19
pandemicmay, for example, cause some
countries to re-evaluate their arms
importsinthe comingyears. Atthe same
time, however, several countries have
signed majorarms contracts inthe midst
ofaburning pandemic”, Wezeman said,
Sputnikreported.

With 96 client states, the US remains the
world'slargestarms exporter, increasing
its global share of arms exports from 32
to 37 percent. Almosthalf (47 percent)
of USarms transfers wentto the Middle

East.Substantial increasesin transfers by
three of the top five arms exporters (the
US, France,and Germany) were largely
offsetby declining Russian and Chinese
arms exports, SIPRInoted.
Onemajoroutlieristhe Middle East, which
clearlywentagainstthe trend and greatly
increased its arms procurements by 25
percentduring the same period. The spike
ismostly due to major acquisitions by
Saudi Arabia (up by 61 percent), Egypt
(upby 136 percent) and Qatar (upby 361
percent).

"Ongoing wars in Yemen and Libya,
rivalries between countriesin the Persian
Gulfregion, threatsagainstIran,andrising
tensions overoiland gasreservesin the
Mediterranean areimportantdrivers of
demand for weaponsintheregion"”, Pieter
Wezeman commented.

Based in the Swedish capital, the
Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute was foundedin 1966 to provide
data, analysis,and recommendations for
armed conflict, military expenditures,and
arms trade as well as disarmament and
arms control. Theirresearchisbased on
opensources andisdirected atdecision
makers, researchers, the media, and the
public.

To avoid statistical glitches, the
researchers compare five-year stretches.
Thismodel hasbeeninuse since 1981,
when the superpowers were locked in
the Cold War and armed themselves to
unprecedented levels.

communications between Armenia

Aliyevsays Azerbaijan
ready to startrelations

with Armenia

Azerbaijani President pointed out
that opening of communications
with Armeniawillbeintheinterests
of the entireregion, giving a fresh
impetusto cooperationand opening
new possibilities.

Baku is ready to open

communications with Yerevan,
which will be a starting point for
putting an end to the conflict in
Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev said on
Sunday ata meeting with visiting
OSCE Chairperson-in-Office and
Swedish Foreign Minister Ann Linde,
TASSreported.

"We already started the process
ofnegotiations on the opening of

and Azerbaijan. That was part of
the statement which was signed on
November 10. Negotiations already
had several rounds, differentlevels
and I think that this particular
issue can be a starting point for
completely turning the page of war
and leavingitto the history," he was
quotedassaying onthe presidential
website.

Merkel’s CDU suffers
worstelectionresult
since 1949

Preliminary results from the
German state elections show that
the Christian Democrats, led by
AngelaMerkel, have had theirworst
results since World WarII.

The odds on the Greens providing
Germany’s next chancellorinstead

of AngelaMerkel’s conservative bloc
justimproved, Bloombergreported.
With Merkel due to step aside after
September’s general election,
her Christian Democratic Union
slumped to its worst results ever
intwo regional ballots on Sunday,
asvotersvented their frustration
over the government’s handling of
the pandemicand the slow pace of
vaccinations.

The Greens were the bigwinners
of the night, cementing their
decade-long hold on power in
Baden-Wuerttemberg with a third
straightvictoryinthe western state.
They also performed solidly in
neighboring Rhineland-Palatinate,
where they govern with the Social
Democrats -- who remained the
strongest party -- and the liberal
Free Democrats.
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