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Iran, Iraqdiscuss
Shalamcheh-Basrarailway

Iranian and Iraqi roads ministers discussed
Shalamcheh-Basrarailway connection between the
two countries.

Inameeting with visiting [ranian Minister of Roads
and Urban Development Mohammad Eslami on
Sunday, Iraqi Minister of Transport Nasser Hussein
Al-Shibliemphasized the need for promoting quality
ofland, sea, air,and rail transportbetween the two
countries.

The two sides also stressed the possibility of
connecting the railway from Shalamcheh to Basra
provinceinlraq.

The prospect of joint cooperation connecting
Shalamcheh-Basrarailway was discussed between
thetwo sidesaswell.

[raqitransport minister said that his country is
ready to work on a transit system with the [ranian
sideaccording to the administrative instructions
for transit cooperation with neighboring countries
suchas Turkey, Syriaand Jordan, and even start of
cooperation with the Iranian side.

He went on toannounce plans to hold meetings to
resolveremainingissues and finalize anagreement
between the two countries.

During the meeting, he discussed residents of
Shattal-Araband cooperation of the two sidesin
facilitating navigation forits residents.

[ranian Minister of Roadsand Urban Development,
forhispart, pointed to the issue of transportation as
a"vitallifeline oftrade" and expressed readiness of
the Islamic Republic of Iran to supportand mutual
cooperation and strengthen relations between
two neighboring countries to improve quality of
transportation.

Turkey Cuts Gas Import

From Iran

Turkey’s natural gas import from Iran declined by
31%in 2020 compared toayearago. According
to Barq News, the latestreportissued by Ankara-
based Energy Market Regulatory Authority (EMRA)
indicates thatthe National Iranian Gas Company’s
exportto the neighbor dropped to 5.3 billion cubic
metersin2020.

Although daily supplies to Turkey should be atleast
25million cubicmeters on average, the figure was as
lowas 15mcm/dlastyear. NIGC's total gas exportto
Turkeyin2017 was 6 bcm.

On the other hand, Turkey’s gas imports from
Azerbaijan and Russiaincreased by 21% (toreach
11.5 bcm) and 7% (to reach 16 bcm) in 2020,
respectively. EMRA also said that Turkey boughtno
crude oil fromIranlastyear.The neighboring state
purchased close to 6 million tonsand 3 million tons
of crude fromIranin2017 and 2018 respectively.
According to EMRA, Turkey stopped buying Iran’s
electricityin 2018.Turkey is one of Iran’s major
trading partnersintheregion, whichhascomeunder
pressure from Washington to stop working with
Tehranunder USeconomicsanctionsagainstIran.
Accordingto thelatestdatareleased by the Turkish
Statistical Institute, the neighboring country's trade
with Iran has suffered a huge decline as the two
countries have been hithard by the coronavirus
plague since early 2020. US sanctions and the
coronavirus have dramatically shifted acommercial
relationship between Turkey and Iran that was
underpinned by visa-free travel and centuries of
tradeand culturalties.Theland crossingbetween the
two countries haslongbeenvital for Iran’s efforts to
access foreign goods, particularly under sanctions
that cutits economy off from much of the world. For
decades, Turkey boughtIranian oiland gas,and Iran
senttouristsand imported Turkish goods.
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Iran considering opportunities for
Asian extra-territorial cultivation

Iraniswillingto develop extra-territorial cultivation

in the Asian-Pacific countries as a well-known

customaryinthe Asian-Pacificregionto ensure food
securitybyadvancingagricultural products.

According to an
IRNAarticleabout
food security,
which  means
every citizen’s
easy access to
sufficient and
healthy food, is one of the
mostimportantconcerns
ofevery governmentand
policymakers around the
globe,includinginthe Asia-
Pacificcountries. Thereare
two ways to achieve that
objective --agriculture in
themainland or the extra-
territorialagriculture.

In other words, extra-
territorial cultivation,
which means plantingand
harvesting agricultural
products aimed at
ensuring food security for
thenationsand countries
food industriesinlands
beyond national borders
thatmayinvolve hectares
of agricultural lands
outsidethe country.
Rapid population growth,
water scarcity, worries
about the repetition
of the 2007-2008
raising food pricesand a
number of other factors
have encouraged the
Asia-Oceania  region
countries to getinclined
towards extra-territorial
cultivation.

According to the UN
predictions, the world
population in the year
2050 will be around 9.1
billion people. Meanwhile,
theaccelerating trend of
migration from villages
to cities and increased
income ofthe middle class
peopleleads to growing
demand for food products
and this can threaten the
world food security.
Countriessuchasthosein
Africa, south and central
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Asia, Latin America, Russia,
Ukraine and Australia that
havelots oflandsand water
foragricultural activities,
andareatthetop ofthelist
of destinations for extra-
territorial cultivation.
Agricultural  experts
believe extra-
territorial cultivation
has lots of privileges,
such as  lowering
the unemployment
rate, technological
development, boosting
trade, establishment
of new markets and
contributing to the
strengthening of economy
ofthehostcountry.

In Asia-Oceania region
countries and the Central
Asian countries due to
emergence of newly-
independentrepublics on
the path of development,
the path towards progress
isbeingpaved, becausethe
various capacitiesinthose
regions have attracted
the attention of many
countries thatare eagerto
have presence there and
developinteractions with
theplayersthere.

One ofthose enthusiastic
countries for launching
extra-territorial
cultivation projects
abroadisIran,thatisdueto
limited agriculturallands
and water scarcity that
hasincreased the Iranian
officials’ enthusiasm in
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expansion of relations with
those countries, and can
play a significantrolein
boosting those countries’
economiesand economic
transactions with Iran.
Amongthe Asian countries
China, Kazakhstan, India
and Malaysia are at the
top of active countries
interested in extra-
territorial cultivation.
Extra-territorial
cultivationinIran

ran is located across
the world drought belt,
has severe territorial
temperature differences,
itsannual precipitations
are one third of the
world average, has been
faced with numerous
droughts during the past
decades, has high water
consumptionrate, needs
diversity of food and
agricultural products,and
therefore extra-territorial
cultivation is one of the
strategiestosave Iran from
water crisis.

xperts believe extra-
territorial cultivation can
be one ofthe strategies for
replacingtraditional ways
of providing agricultural
products forthe nation.
he cabinet ministers in
the year 2007 ratified
a bylaw proposed by
the Agricultural-Jihad
Ministry in accordance
with Constitutional Article
137 for extra-territorial

cultivation to ensure food
security for the nation,
thatisstillinneed ofthe
Parliament’sratification.
uring President Ruhani’s
tenure the need toresort
to extra-territorial
cultivation has been
several times emphasized.
Various Iranian officials
have stressed the need
to be benefited from
this method, and the US
sanctions, too, have been
additionally necessitating
expediting measures to
start extra-territorial
cultivation, as a dire
nationalneed.

0% oflIran’s quite valuable
drinking water is now
used in agricultural
activities and therefore
extra-territorial activities
can also lead to ending
drinking water scarcity
inlran.

Yet, one of the
disadvantages of extra-
territorial cultivation is
thelossesthattheIranian
farmers will suffer from if
proper managementisnot
applied.

Therefore, all the details
of extra-territorial
cultivation need to be
studied by national
programsand planners for
encounteringfood security
so thatboth ensuring the
wellbeing of the farmers
andnational food security
willbeachieved.

Iran’s largest commercial
portto be constructed in
Oman Sea

Iran’slargest commercial portwill be constructed
inthe Oman Sea, Managing Director of Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO) of Iran Mohammad
Rastad said on Saturday.
The port will be set up in three phases with a
capacity ofbetween 100-200 million tons, Rastad
said, adding thatit will become the country's
largest commercial port.The port will be
established in the Mobarak mountain range of
Jask County, Hormuzgan Province, Iran, he noted.
The developmentand creation of commercial
portsare of prime importance, he stated, terming
itasastrategic step by the Ports and Maritime
Organization on the shores of Makran.
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What's News

European Firms
and Hamstrung
Gov'ts

Anew EU helpdesk for
European SMEs and
the slow progress of
INSTEXwereamonga
wide range of topics
discussedatthe Europe-
Iran Business Forumon
1-3March.

Ambrosetti Middle East
and Bourse and Bazaar
co-organized the major
online event,whichalso
covered the promising
business opportunities
inlran.

Ambassador Michael
Bock admitted that
INSTEX, withitsbarter
andinternal balancing
system,wasnotreallya
successstory. Ithadbeen
abletoestablishaviable
business model, good
personalrelationships
with STFlin Tehranand
expanded to a staff of
seven.

However, Bockinsisted,
INSTEX and STFI were
politicaltoolsinalarger
contextand could only
promote humanitarian
trade if there was the
samepolitical positionin
Tehran, Berlin, Parisand
London.Iranrejectedthe
small trades suggested
by EU.Major European
banks were also still
treatingINSTEX as semi-
poisonous, preferring
to mitigate its US risk
by conductingno Iran
business.
Dead-End
European Banks
Even when the Joint
Comprehensive
Plan of Action was
in place in 2016-17,

With

several restrictions
and decisions by
major European
banks continued

to keep European
business away from
Iran. President Trump
unilaterally ~ broke
US obligations under
JCPOAin2018.European
governments  then
designed regulationsto
protectand European
multinationals and
small- and medium-
sized enterprises
(SMEs) from possible
extraterritorial
US sanctions. The
multinationals had
the experience and
resources to perform
good due diligence on
partners,butmore often
conflicting business
interestsinthe US.SMEs
weremore free,butthey
often had difficulties
in understanding the
US-derived risks of
otherwiselegalbusiness
inEU.
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Anyforeign
intervention

inlIraq’s
internal affairs
detrimental

to the country,
entireregion:
President
Rouhani

Iran’spresidentdescribed
IraqasaMuslim country
anda friend of Iran which
has a very important
positionin the political
and security interactions
intheregion,and stressed
the development of
relationsand cooperation
between the two
countriesinall fields of
mutualinterest.
Inaphone conversation
on Saturday afternoon
with the Prime Minister of
Iraqg Mustafa Al-Kadhimi,
President Hassan
Rouhani preferred to
the potentials in Iran
and Iraq for cooperation
as two neighbouring
countries,and said, “The
developmentofeconomic
cooperation alongside
political relationsisvery
important”.

He continued stressing
thatthe security, integrity,
and peace in Iraq is a
priority for Iran,adding,
“We are againstany kind
of foreigninterventionin
Iraq’sinternal affairsand
we consideritdetrimental
to the country and the
entireregion”.

The president also
referred to the billions of
dollars of [ran’s money
illegally blocked inIragq,
which has not been yet
released despite the
promises of Iraqi officials,
stressing that Iran’s
assets in Iraq should
immediately bereleased.
The president said that
the presence of American
troops in regional
countries, includingIragq,
Causesinstability,adding,
“The Americans have
always had a destructive
role in the region, and
the acceleration of
implementing the Iraqi
parliament’s resolution
regarding  expelling
Americantroops fromthe
country can help establish
peace and stability in the
countryand theregion”.
Stating that regional
issues and problems
need to be resolved
by regional countries
themselves, Dr. Rouhani
emphasized Iran’s
readiness for cooperation
withregional countriesin
thisregard with the aim of
preserving security and
peace.

Iranunveils modern assaultrifle

Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami unveiled Sunday "Masaf" modernassaultrifle

and some other sportweapons designed by Iran.
Theunveiling ceremonywas held atalocal festival in Tehran.

Masaf (battle) isalight weapon with 51in 7.62 mm caliberwhose effective range is 800 meters for

daysightand 600 meter for thermal.

Inthe meantime, two Hoomak shotguns, Sorena-2 shotgun and Arta and Tooka air rifles were

amongthe Iranian-developed products unveiled.

Inarelated development, General Hatamisaid ata ceremony on delivering nine military planes, 10
choppersand tens of engines to the [ranian Armed Forcesin first March that the enemy was invain
to defeatIran through sanctions andrestrictions on buying [military] equipment; meanwhile, the
country conquered the enemy by relying on indigenous capability, building military equipment

and optimizing defense equipment.

IfZionists doadamn thing, Iran to raze Haifa, Tel Aviv

Iranian Minister of Defense said that Zionists should know thatifthey do a damn thing, Islamic
RepublicofIranwillraze Tel Avivand Haifa completely, referring to statement of Leader of Islamic
Revolution.Speakingin alocal ceremony held at Amphitheater of Imam Ali (PBUH) in Imam

Khomeini (RA) Township on Sunday, Brigadier General Amir Hatamisstated, “In today's world, power

isunderstood only by the language of force and if any country does not have power, it will remain
weak."Under theauspices of the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic Republic of Iran enjoys all different
dimensions ofpowerin theinternational arenaincludingregional powerandresistance-based power,
hesaid,adding thatthe Resistance groups are the result of the soft power of the Islamic Republic of

Iran and the Zionist regime has understood the utmost power of the Islamic Republic of Iran well.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Brigadier General Hatami pointed to the successive defeats of the Zionist
regime afterthe gloriousvictory of the Islamic Revolution and noted thatno one in the region wants

the Zionistregime and they (Zionists) have been forced to build awall around themselves.

Mohsen Pakaein:We should not procrastinate

in the West

Recentdevelopments againstlran's

nuclear programin Europe, backed by

the United States, arelargely duetolran's

firm stance ontheimplementation ofthe

Supreme Leader's statement that until

thelifting of sanctions is complete, We

will notreturn toour commitments. Only

when the United Stateslifts the sanctions

in practice and this issueis properly

tested, then Iranisready to fully fulfillits

obligations again.

After this firm
positionofours, as
wellasIran'spolicy

of suspending the

NEWS implementation
of the Additional
Protocolfornuclear

program, unfortunately,

Europe and the United States
againturned to pressure on
Iranwith miscalculation. First,
they announced that they
intended to passaresolution
againstIraninthe Board of
Governors of International
atomicenergyagency (IAEA),
butlrantooka firmstand on
thisissue, stating thatif this
happens, the situation will
become more complicated
and new measures may be
taken by Iran. Opposition
from some other powers,
such as Russia and China,
as well as some European
countries, including Austria,
led European countries to
withdrawal the proposed
resolutionagainstIran. This

approach ofthe Europeans
was alogical approachand
did notallow the situation to
becomemorecomplicatedand
theknotofthenucleardeal to
beblinded, butthisdoesnot
mean thattheyhave donea
satisfactoryactionforIran.

Iran will only be satisfied
whenthe sanctionsarelifted
altogether,and I believe that
retreating from this position
isanegative pointforIranand
willallowthemtotake further
steps and increase their
pressure onIranunder such
headingsashumanrights.

Iran's action to repeal the
Additional Protocol is a
logical and rational step
within the framework of the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty,and we have the right
under Article 36 of the UN
Security Council that if the
otherparty does not fulfillits
obligations, we will not fulfill

ourobligations. Thisisaright,
and so our workis perfectly
legal, and our demand is
perfectly acceptable to the
international community.
We were supposed toaccept
restrictionsinthe formofa
nucleardeal,and theotherside
wouldliftall sanctions,and our
financialrelationshipwiththe
world would be normal. We
implementedtherestrictions,
buttheothersidedidnotallow
ourfinancialrelationswiththe
worldtobenormalized,sowe
had therightto setaside our
corerestrictions.

Inthe currentsituation, the
US hegemonic spirit and
approachagainstiranshould
notbeallowed tobeusedagain
duringthenew USpresidency.
This approach has usually
been supported by several
European countries,and we
shouldnotallowthistohappen
again. Iran must continue to

stand firm, and we mustnot
backdown from our position
until the sanctionsarelifted,
following the policies of
the Supreme Leader. At the
same time, we should not
procrastinate with the United
States and Europe, because
the lifting of sanctions and
thesatisfaction ofIrandonot
seem to bea priority for the
Americans,and Mr. Biden's
administration currently has
otherprioritiesathome and
abroad. Iran officials in this
situationshould notactinsuch
away thatpeopleare waiting
outside and the country's
economyissuspended from
the decisions of European
countries and the United
States. We mustcontinue the
path ofeconomicresilience
and pursue our right-wing
demands, and this path
will definitely be in the best
interestofthe Iranianpeople.

Reactivationof JCPOA
Hingesof Removal of US
Sanctions: Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said the
2015nucleardealwould getrollingagain only
ifthe USliftsthe sanctionson Iranandall parties
to the multilateral agreement honor their
commitments.

Inameeting with Irish Minister for Foreign
AffairsSimon Coveney; heldin TehranonSunday,
Rouhanireiterated thatreactivation ofthe Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action asamultilateral
agreementdepends on the termination of the
USsanctionsand fulfillmentof commitmentby
allparties.

Thepresidentalsodeplored Europe’sinaction
and failure to honorthe nuclear deal,adding,

“The Islamic Republic of Iran has been
committed totheJCPOA and savingit,andisthe
onlyparty thathaspaidaprice forit”

He also reiterated that Iran will resume
honoringthe]JCPOA assoonasthe USlifts the
illegal sanctions and abandons the policy of
threats and pressures.Pointing to Ireland’s
membershipinthe UN Security Counciland
the European country’sevenhanded approach,
Rouhanisaid, “The Security Council should
have acted properly against the previous US
administration because ofits violation of the
(UNSC) Resolution (2231)."ExpressingIran’s
readinessfor cooperationwith theinternational
organizationsin the settlementofregional
crises, the presidentsaid the best way to work
with Europeanstoresolve the problemsatthe
bilateral, regional and internationallevelsis

“negotiations onthebasis of mutual respectand
theavoidance ofanythreatand pressure.”
Healso called forthe expansion ofeconomicand
tradetiesbetween Tehranand Dublin, sayingthe
two stateshave greatpotential invarious fields
thatmustbeemployed.Forhispart, Coveneysaid
Ireland,anon-permanentUNSC member forthe
nexttwoyears, canfacilitatetheimplementation
ofthe]JCPOA and the UNSC Resolution 2231.
Deploring the previous US administration’s
withdrawal from the nuclear deal asahistoric
mistake, the [rish foreign minister described
the]JCPOAasavaluableinternational agreement
contributing to peace.Ireland would do its
utmosttosavethe]CPOAandisreadytoplayany
possibleroleintheimprovementof situation
andtherestartofnegotiationsamongall JCPOA
parties, Coveneynoted.

Putin’s message for Iran’s Supreme
Leaderdelivered to Velayati

Russian ambassador to Tehran Levan Dzhagaryan
metwith senioradvisorto the Leader of Iran’s Islamic
Revolution in International Affairs Ali Akbar Velayati
and delivered a message from Russian President
Vladimir Putin for Iran Supreme Leader.

The letter was the response of Russian president
to Ayatollah Khamenei’s message that was taken to
Moscow by Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad

Bagher Ghalibafon February 8.

During the meeting, Velayati described Iran and Russia
asimportant friends and sustainable neighbors and
said, “Long history of commercial, economic, and
cultural relations are main factor for continuation of
strategic cooperationin differentfields”.

“Relations between Iran and Russia are strategicand
based on mutual respect,” he stressed.

Referring to some of regional and international
developments, Velayatisaid, “Regional relations and
developmentled to further cooperation between
Tehranand Moscow and the visits of officials from the
two countriesisimportantin the processofrelations
and strengtheninginteractions”.

He added that an example of the cooperation was
helpingresolve the humanitarian crisis in Syria and
Armenia-Azerbaijan dispute over Karabakh.
Levan Dzhagaryan, for his part, said, “Strengthening
mutual relations between Iran and Russia has helped
boostcooperation and that Moscow and Tehran have
taken effective steps for upgrading their ties”.

During the meeting, the officials also stressed

the expansion of relations in defense, oil, nuclear,
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China Says Hopes US Will
Remove 'Unreasonable’

Restrictions on Cooperation
The Chinese government’s top diplomat, Wang
Yi, said on Sunday that Beijing is willing to
communicate with the United States on the
basis of mutual respectand hopes Washington
willremove all “unreasonable” restrictions on
cooperationassoonas possible.

Lastweek US President]oe Biden singled outa
“growingrivalry with China” asakey challenge
facing the United States, with his top diplomat
describing the Asian country as “the biggest
geopolitical test” of this century.

State Councilor Wang, speakingathisannual
news conference, said differences between
Chinaand the United States mustbe managed
carefully and thatthe two sides mustadvocate
healthy competition not zero-sum finger-
pointing, Reutersreported.

The United States and China are atodds over
influence in the Indo-Pacificregion, Beijing’s
economic practices, Hong Kong, Taiwan and
humanrightsin China’sXinjiangregion.

The Biden administration hasindicated itwill
broadly continue a tough approach to China
taken by former president Donald Trump, but
dosoincoordinationwillallies.

Biden wants to signal a break with Trump’s
“AmericaFirst” approach by re-engaging with
allies and focusing on multilateral diplomacy,
while also recognizing the world has changed
since he served in the Obama administration
thatpreceded Trump.

Pope & Sistani meeting NO
to normalizing with Israeli
regime

Addressing Pope's visit with Grand Ayat.
Sistani, Ayatollah Bashir al-Najafi, one of the
Four Grand Ayatollahs of Najaf, said thelastnail
inthe coffin of the plan tonormalize relations
with the Zionistregimeis struck.

"Inthe meeting with Pope, the authority of
Grand Ayat. Sistani struck the lastnail in the
coffin ofthe plantonormalize relations with the
Zionistregime," he said.

Heunderscored that"Itisnotpossible fora
projectlike this to be verified by Najaf."
TheIraqi Ayatollahialso noted that "Interfaith
dialogue isnotnew and Ayatollah Sistani's
meeting with the Popeisanimportantstepin
thisfield."

Following the meeting between the Pope and
the supreme authority of the ShiitesinIraq,
Ayatollah Sistani's office said in a statement
thatthe meetingdiscussed the greatchallenges
facinghumanity inthe presentera.

Analyzing the released statement, Iraqi
media outletsreported thatthe statement
included seven "Noes":- Notosanctions,- No to
violence,-Noto oppression,- No to poverty,- No
tosuppressingreligious freedoms,- No to the
absence of social freedoms,- No tonormalizing
relations with the Zionistregime.

industrial,
agricultural, and trade fields

and reviewed the latestregional and international
developments.




Blood donated in Iran safestin world: official

Managing Director of Iran's Blood Transfusion Organization Peyman Eshqi said on Sunday
thatdonated blood in Iranis the safestin the world, adding thatalmost 2.1 million Iranians
donate blood ayear.Inaninterview with IRNA, Eshqi said thatIran's Blood Transfusion
Organization (IBTO) isatechnical, specialized organization and over 80 percent of its staff
consists of technical forces.In the meantime, he added, the IBTO isa cultural body that must
be familiar with culture, interests and motives of the people itis communicating with.Yearly
blood donationinIran exceeded 50 million blood units for the first time since the IBTO was

20000 Rials

established 50 yearsago, accordingto the official. Headded that over 2.5 million people come

toblood donation centersannually, but 2.1 million ofthem are eligible for donation.With arate
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fromtheirstancestoward Iran
and the drafted anti-Iranian
resolution, he said: "Thereis
nodoubtthatifthe resolution
was passed, the atmosphere
ofinteractionand cooperation
between Iran and the IAEA
and the political atmosphere
surrounding the JCPOA and
sanctions removal would be
completelyaffected forvarious
reasons."

of 25donorsper 1,000 people, Eshqistated, Iran'sblood donationis atthe global standard for
countries with middle or highincome,i.e.20-30 donors per 1,000.

F = Myh:zb:&‘gb@u“m‘%

®33 = =L 9l

Iranunvelils modern assault rifle

U.S ex-official: Iran and U.S must activate diplomatic

channels

Amemberof U.S National Security Departmentsays thatit

isintheinterestofboth countries-Iranand Unites states- to

find viable ways to solve problems thathelp both sides.

Howard Stoffer who is the Associate
Professor ofuniversity of New Haven
tells "I believe the Biden Administration
would like to find a way to improve
itsrelationship with Iran, butit must
conductthatexercise bearingin mind
how abetterrelationship would impact
onlIsrael,its other friendsinthe Middle
East.;"addingthat Biden Administration
will repairits relations with all parts of
theworld, allies, friendsand competitors.
HebelievesthatIfIranandthe U.S. could
reactivate the diplomatic channelsthat
were availablein the George W.Bush and
Obama Administrations;itis possible
thatthe U.S. could recognize thatIran
needs financial resources to respond
effectively againstcovid19.

You canread his fullinterview with ILNA
news agency as follows:

Q:How canthe Biden governmenthelp
Iran withoutlifting sanctions?
A:ItistruethatU.S.sanctionsonIran
have had a significant impact on the
economy of Iran and its oil exports.
One factor that you raise is allowing
enough funding for Iran to purchase
and distribute vaccines to fight covid
and inoculate the population from
this scourge. If Iran and the U.S. could
reactivate the diplomatic channelsthat
were availablein the George W.Bush and
Obama Administrations, itis possible
thatthe U.S. could recognize thatIran
needs financial resources to respond
effectively against covid. Suchanaction
may open the way for new discussions
aboutthe U.S.rejoining the JCPOA and
Iranagreeingto limititsactivitiesin some
ofthe Shia stateswhereinstabilitieshave
proliferated over the pastfouryears.
Itisintheinterestofboth countriesto
find viable ways to solve problems that

help bothsides. Itis possible thatcovid
may be the catalyst for such discussions
and could promote good will on both
sides to move forward with win-win
solutions.

Q: How other countries can soften Iran-
U.S.tensions?

A:One way forward mightbe the U.S.
encouragingitsallies and friends like
South Korea to provide support for
Iran to acquire covid vaccines that can
provide enough of several variants now
available from Europe, Russiaand China
toinoculate all of its citizens. Thatwould
be the kind of step thatdoes nottry to
address the wholebilateral relationship
atonce,butcould become afoundation
for rebuilding trust and openness to
discussthe more difficultand challenging
issuesthatconfrontthe U.S.and Iran.
Q:Did Bidenwaittoolongto engage Iran?
A:1believe the Biden Administration
would like to find a way to improve
itsrelationship with Iran, butit must
conductthatexercise bearingin mind
how abetter relationship would impact
onlsrael,its otherfriendsinthe Middle
Eastsuchas Saudi Arabia, the (Persian)
GulfStates,and Egyptamongothers,and
howareturntothe ]JCPOAwouldinturn
secure adifferentIranianapproach to
Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Yemen, and its
relations with Russiaand China as well.
The mosaicis complexbutcanbe done if
good willis expressed by all sides.

Q: How Biden can restore U.S. global
leadership after Trump’s retreat from
internationalinstitutions?

A: The Biden Administration will repair
itsrelations with all parts of the world,
allies, friends and competitors. It will
take time and it will build momentum
so thatthe more difficultissues, like
relations with Iran, will eventually be
assisted byamuch more global American
approachinitsdesire for multilateralism
and participation in international
organizations again.

Parl. wraps up budgetbill discussions

Theamendmenttothenewfiscalyear (2022-2021) was

bill on February 1 andreturneditto the

finalized by legislatorsin the Parliamenton Saturday.

governmentforrevision.

Thelawmakers finalized the amended
budgetbill for the upcoming new Iranian
year (starts March 21) after several
sessionsand debates overtheissue over
the pasttwo weeks.

Lastweek, Iranianlawmakers approved
therevenuessection in the next fiscal
year’s budget bill with 198 votes in
favor, two votes against while four MPs
abstained from voting.
Intheupcomingfiscal year, the operating
budget, including revenues derived
mainly from taxation and exports atthe
disposal of the government, hasbeen
projectedtostandat9,107 trillionrials.
Moreover, revenues earmarked for
ministries and governmentinstitutions
worth 950.73 trillion rials take the total
sum of the general budgetto 10,058
trillionrials.

Lawmakers approved the outlines of
the fiscal 2021-22 budgetrevised by
the government on February 16. The
approval came after the parliamentarians
had initially rejected the outlines of the

The operatingbudgethad beeninitially
projected to stand at 8,410 trillion
rialsinthe original bill, registering a
47% increase compared with the
currentyear’s budget (2020-21). The
governmentincreaseditto 8,546 trillion
rialsintheamendment.

Revenues earmarked for ministries
and governmental institutions were
projected to stand at 894 trillion rials
from 884 trillion rials in the first draft,
which took the total sum of the general
budgetto 9,440 trillionrials from 9,298
trillionrials.

The ceiling setfor the government’s total
budgetincreased from 24,357 trillion
rialsto 24,499 trillionrials.

The budget of state companies, banks
and for-profitorganizations had been
putat15,619trillionrialsinthe original
proposal. The governmentkeptthe figure
unchangedinthebudgetamendment.
Total taxearningshad beensetat2,515
trillionrialsin the firstdraft.

After therejection of the firstbill, the
governmentadded 250 trillion rials to
taxrevenuesintheamendment. (1USD=
242,800rials on Sunday,March 07,2021)

Iran's SllppOl'thI' rushed to help Iraq and Syria

. governments based on the
Iraq, Sy.l'labasedon principle of fraternity; this is
fraternity: FM manifested in the fight against

Iran's Foreign Ministry said
on Sunday that the country's
support for Iraq and Syria in
the fightagainstterrorism has
beenbased on the principle of
fraternity, noteconomicreturns.
In a press statement on the
remarks madeby the Secretary of
Iran's Expediency Discernment
Council Mohsen Rezaee in a
recentinterview, the ministry
said that they were personal
views of the interviewee and far
fromIran's stance.

"Inall cases and occasions, Iran

ISIS," the statementadded.

"Understanding the danger of
terrorism in the region, Iran
showed up at the request of
Iraq and Syria governments,"
according to the FM Public
Relations.Previously, Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zariftook to Twitter toreactto
his remarks, saying: "Iranian
polity is vibrant & officials
express diverse opinions But
those opinions should NOT be
confused with state policy."

"As Iran's FM & chief nuclear
negotiator, Iwill shortly present
our constructive concrete plan
of action—through proper
diplomatic channels," Zarif
added.

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Saaeed Khatibzadehalsoreacted,
stressing thatany issuerelated
to foreign policy would be
announced only by the Ministry
ofForeign Affairsand throughits
channels.Speaking to Financial
Times, Rezaee had suggested
that Iran's assistance to
neighboring countries struggling
with terrorism was done in
return for economicadvantages.
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