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Irantoopen $5.6boil &
petrochemical projects amid

sanctions

TheIslamic RepublicofIranis going to inaugurate oil
and petrochemical projects worth 5.6 billion dollars
despite the fact that the country has been suffering
fromtheharshesteconomicsanctionsinthe pastthree
years.

The Iranian oil industry has never stopped
development projects even when it was targeted by
unprecedented USbans. The embargo hindered Iran
fromaccesstofinancial resourcesand state-of-the-art
technologies, butthe Islamic country could develop oil
and gasfieldsand accomplish petrochemical projects.
The administration of President Hassan Rouhani
prioritized the oiland gasindustry; so, the production
of gasfromthe South Pars Gas Field and West Karoun
sawa2.5and 5 timesincrease respectively.

President Rouhaniplans toinaugurate three oiland
petrochemical projects via video conference on
Monday.

Azar Oil Field is one of the projects, which has been
developedatacostofover 1.4 billion eurosand enjoys
aproduction capacity of 65,000 bpd crude oil. The oil
fieldis one ofthe most complexfieldsinIran.
Atthefirststep ofthe early production of the Azar Oil
Field, Iran wanted to produce 30,000 bpd. The drilling
ofall 20 wells with a total depth of 88 kilometers has
beenaccomplished. Thefirstoil rigin the Azar Oil Field
was setup around eightyears ago.

Securing nationalinterests, creatingjob opportunities
for the Iranian workforce, thriving economy of Iran as
wellas developinginfrastructureinIlam provinceare
among the main objectives of implementing the oil
project. The Azar Oil Field islocated near the border of
IraqinsouthwesternIran.

Kangan Petro Refining Complex is another project
tobeinaugurated on Monday, which is the biggest
petrochemical feed supply unitandisexpected tobring
$1billion profit perannum.

[ranian firms carried out the projectfrom engineering
to construction of all units. The Kangan Petro
Refining Complexhas provided 3,500 people withjob
opportunities duringthe construction period and 622
othersduringinaugurationtime.

The development of the Ethan Recovery Unit of the
complexinitiatedin 2016 and the second phase of the
projectisscheduled tobe operationalin 2022.

The vicinity of the Kangan Petro Refining Complex
toPhase 12 of South Pars Gas Field distinguishes the
projectfrom otherrefineries.

Moreover, Kian Petrochemical Company in Asaluyeh
county,southern Iran, is the third project, which will
become operational on Monday.

Iran’s steel ingotimports up
67% in 10 months

Statistics showed thatimportof steel ingot (billet,
bloom and slab) into country in first 10 months of
currentyear (from March 21,2020 toJan. 19,2022)
registered a 67 percentgrowth as compared to same
periodlastyear.

According to the statistical tables of [ranian Steel
Producers Association (ISPA),5,000 tons of steelingots
wereimported into the country from March 21,2020
toJan.19,2021, therate of whichhit3,000 tonsinlast
year’s corresponding period (from March 21,2019 to
Jan.19,2020).

Earlier, the Ministry of Industry, Mine and Trade had
announced thatmore than 95 to 98 percent of steel’s
requirementis metin the country.

According to the statistics, 4,000 tons of steel ingots
(billetand bloom) wasimported into the countryin
the first 10 months ofthe currentyear (from March 21,
2020toJan.19,2021),showinga 100 percentgrowth
ascompared to thelastyear’s corresponding period.
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Outlook of ASEAN-Iran economice

cooperation

Alookinto the foreign policy ofthe Islamic Republic

of Iran shows that Tehran has always tried to

expand itsrelations with different Asian countries,

includingtheall-outties with member states of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).

After the end ofthe
Cold War and the
formation of new
regionalismin the
internationalarena,
various countries
includinglrantried
toboost their cooperation
withregional organizations.
10 member states of the
ASEAN signed documents
andacceptedIran'saccession
to the Treaty of Amity and
CooperationinSoutheastAsia
(TAC); therefore, the country
has got the opportunity to
benefitfrom capacities of the
fiftheconomicpowerhouse of

NEWS

theworld.
The ASEAN has always
underlined the need

for expansion of social
collaborations,improvement
ofsocio-cultural tiesamong
member statesaswellas the
designation of strategies to
resolveregional problems.
Regional trade among the
ASEAN’smemberstatesstood
at10-15percentinthe 1970s,
whichincreasedto 25 percent
inthe middle of the 2000s.
Thegrowth ofreal GDP ofthe
member states wasreported
around 5 percentbetween
2016 and 2019, while the
indexwas 2.7 percentinthe
European Union and 2.9
percentinthe United States
between2017and2019.

Theexpansionoftieswiththe
Asiancountriesisinline with
theIslamicRepublic’s Look
Eastpolicy; then, thereport
aimstoaccess the strategy
concentratingonthe ASEAN’s
memberstates.

***ASEAN; globe's fifth-
biggesteconomy

Statistics prove that the
economic  bloc  could
showcaseasuccessful pattern
ofintra-regional trade. The
ASEAN is considered the
fifth greatesteconomyinthe
worldand willtake the fourth
positionby 2030.

The member states of the
Association host over 650
million population, which
isone ofthe mostimportant
marketsonaglobalscale.
One of the significant
measures of the economic
blocduringthe fouryears of
tenureofformerUS President
Donald Trump was the
rejection of severe economic
protectionism and the
emphasis on multilateralism

intradeties.

The ASEAN has welcomed
cooperation with other
economic powers such as
Australia, Japan, China, South
Korea,and India.
***Investment in energy
infrastructure

The fast economic growth
ofthe Southeast Asiaregion
in the last two decades
helped the increase of
investment, improvement
of job opportunities as
well as the promotion of
communications,innovation,
and political stability.
Experts  believe that
investmentin energy sectors
seemstobenecessary from
nowtill2040.
**[ran'smembershipin TAC
Given the fact that the
association enjoys vast
capacities, theaccessionofthe
IslamicRepublictothe Treaty
of Amity and Cooperation
inSoutheast Asia (TAC) has
provided the country with
an opportunity to develop

cooperationwiththemember
statesofthe ASEAN.
Inotherwords, the signing of
the TAChas paved the ground
for Iran to utilize capacities
ofthefifth greatesteconomy
blocoftheworldinorderto
expand its own economic
exchanges.

The TAC has 35 members
amongthem Morocco, Egypt,
Chile, Norway, Brazil, and
Britainare the newestones.
Someimportantunionssuch
asthe European Unionare
keen onusing the economic
capacitiesoftheassociation.
Iran can develop its
infrastructureand increase
exporttothe member states.
The Islamic Republic can
alsoprovide the ASEAN with
the energy resources they
need.Itis expected thatthe
lifting of the US sanctions on
Iranwill pave the way for the
improvementof economic
cooperation between the
ASEAN member states and
[ran.

Oil pricesclimbafter
progressonhuge U.S.
stimulus bill

Oilpricesrose more than $1 on Monday on
optimismin the global economy thanks to
progressinahuge U.S. stimulus package
and on hopes forimproving oildemand as
vaccinesarerolled out.Brentcrude futuresfor
Mayrose $1.07,0r1.7%,to $65.49 perbarrel
by 0042 GMT. The April contractexpired on
Friday.

U.S.West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude

futuresjumped $1.10, or 1.8%, to $62.60
a barrel. “Oil prices are recovering this
morninginline with mostriskassets on
thebackofthe U.S.stimulusbill passing the
Houseandas centralbanks continuetosabre
rattle toward off market-implied financial
tightening,” Stephen Innes, chief global
markets strategistat Axi, wroteinanoteon
Monday.U.S.House of Representatives passed
a$1.9trillion coronavirus relief package
early Saturday. Democrats who control the
chamberapproved the sweepingmeasureby
amostlyparty-linevoteof219to212andsent
ittothe Senate, where Democratsplanned a

Americans.

legislative manoeuvre toallow themto pass
itwithoutthe supportofRepublicans.More
positive news onthe coronavirusvaccination
front and signs of an improving Asian
economyalsoboosted prices.AU.S.Centers
for Disease Controland Prevention advisory
panel voted unanimously on Sunday to
recommend Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19
shotforwidespreaduse,and U.S. officials said
initial shipments would starton Sunday.

J&] expects to ship more than 20 million
dosesbytheend ofMarchand 100 millionby
midyear,enoughtovaccinatenearlyathird of
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Indiato Supply More Mobile Harbor Cranes
to Chabahar Port

India will supply four more mobile harbor cranestoIran's
Chabahar Portbythe end of June thisyear,agovernmentofficial
said on Friday.
InJanuary, Indiasupplied Chabahar Portaconsignmentoftwo
mobileharbor craneswithatotal contractvalue of $25 million,
Press TrustofIndiareported.
Located in Sistan-Baluchestan Province on the energy-rich
Iran'ssouthern coast, the portisbeing developed by India,
Iranand Afghanistan toboosttradeties. "For Chabahar, the
available cranesareinsufficientfor conductingportoperations.
Two more cranesare standing forloadingnearthe portnear
Venice, Austria, which will reach by March end to this port.
Twomorewillreach byJune end,” India’s Ministry of Ports,
Waterways and Shipping (MoPWS) Additional Secretary
Sanjay Bandopadhyayasaid duringabriefingon Maritime India
Summit2021tobeheld from March 2-4.
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What's News

Iranjoins
marine tourism
club

Iran joins the club
of countries with
marine and coastal
tourism, after Tourism
and Roads & Urban
DevelopmentMinistries
sign memorandum of
understanding. Iran's
geographic position
between tow waters
gives the country a
great marine tourism
potential.

Iran's Ministry of
Cultural Heritage,
Handicraftsand Tourism
hasadoptedapolicyin
recentyearstodiversify
tourism in line with
potentialsinthisarea,
including ecotourism,
rural, agricultural,
coastal, and mining
tourism

Ministers of Tourism
and Roads & Urban
developmentsigned an
agreement, inline with
the Supreme Leader's
guidance on marine
developmentand using
[ranianislands' capacity.
Leila Azhdari, asenior
official in the Ministry
of Tourism, told IRNA
thatothergovernment
agencieslike Portsand
Maritime Organization,
Environment
Organization and
Ministry of Interiorwere
activelyparticipatingin
theplan.

Many private investors
are eager to enter the
area, butare confused
due to lack of legal
framework, she said,
addingthattherecent
agreementwould pave
the way to remove the
obstacle.

Minister of Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Ali Asghar
Mounesan said that
the agency was ready
to afford required
equipmentandlaunch
new paths between
coastline and islands
andalsobetweenislands
themselves.

He also pointed to
constructing marine
hotels in both North
and South of Iran and
preparing conditions
forinternational cruises
toshowupintheregion.
Minister of Road and
Urban Development
Mohammad Eslami
underlined that the
agency planned to
develop small-sized
ports and tourism
ports and also lead
them towards third-
generation ports to
pavetheway formarine
tourismtoblossom.
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Araghchi:
Iran,
Azerbaijan
enjoy great
capacities to
boostmutual

ties

Iran’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi
saystheIslamicRepublic
and the Republic of
Azerbaijan enjoy great
capacitiestoboosttheir
bilateral relations in
differentfields.

"We believe that our
good neighborliness
with Azerbaijan
has created good
capacities for extensive
communication,”
Araghchi said in
an international
conference which is
underway in the central
city of Qom to address
the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

The Iranian diplomat
also referred to the
Nagorno-Karabakh
issueas one of the most
complex crises in the
Caucasusregion, saying
that Iran has always
beenagainstany threat
posed to countries’
sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

The deputy Foreign
Minister stated that
while the international
community, including
the Minsk Group, has
failed toresolve decades
oftheterritorial dispute
between Baku and
Yerevan, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has a
very good capacity in
relation to the countries
of the region and can
help addresstheissue.
He said The Islamic
Republic of Iran
prepared a plan to
resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict
and presented it to
the officials of the two
countries.

“The cessation of
hostilities, the return of
the occupied territories
to Azerbaijan and the
establishment of transit
routes between the
countries of theregion
and the establishmentof
human communication
routes were among the
most important axes
of this plan.”Referring
toIran’s supportto the
territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan, the diplomat
said, “The signing of
the Khodaafarin Dam
by Iran and Azerbaijan
showed Iran's serious
opposition to the
occupation of Armenia
inNagorno-Karabakh."

=

Karabakh liberation should lead to deeperregional unity

Head of Iran's [slamic Seminaries referred to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflictbetween Azerbaijan
and Armenia and expressed hope thatthe liberation of the disputed region will lead toa deeper
regional unity.

Ayatollah Alireza Arafi made the remarks while addressing aninternational conference aboutthe

Karabakhregionin the central city of Qom on Monday.

"Holding thisinternational conferencein Qom, as one ofthe main bases of Islamic thoughtand as
the city thatfounded the Islamic Revolution, has a special meaning and thatis our greatreligious
figureshaveaposition onimportantissues ofthe Islamicworld,” the Seminary head said.

“The discourse of the [slamic Revolution in the circle of the Islamic Ummah is based on unity,
convergence and resistance,” he said, adding, “Courage against the aggressors of the [slamic
Ummah and the oppressors and bullies is one of the pillars of the discourse of the [slamic

Revolution.”

'Selfreliance’ of Iran Armed Forces defeated enemy

pressures
Iran Armed Forces were able to defeatthe enemywith three strategies of relying on domestic

power, optimizing defense equipment,and buildinghome-made weapons, the [ranian Defense

Minister stressed.Ina ceremony attended by top military officials, [Iran Armed Forces were

handed over 9 military planes, 10 helicopters,and dozens of overhauled jetengines by the

Aviation Industries Organization (IAIO) of the Ministry of Defense.Speakingin this ceremony;,
Iran’s Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatami spoke aboutthe military sanctions
againstlraninthepost-revolutionaryyears, sayingthatIran Armed Forces, evenunder pressure
stood on their own feetand became self-reliantinall defense areas.

Inthisregard, the construction of various weapons and defense weapons tailored to the needs
ofthe day,aswell as the rebuildingand redesign of existing military equipmentbecame the two

mainstrategies ofthe Ministry of Defence and Armed Forces Logistics, Hatami said.

Lifting sanctions isn't as simple as it
sounds; Expert

"President Biden took swift steps to

increase trustinthe USand oninternational

organizations, "a Special Adviser to the

Foreign Affairs Select Committee of the UK

Parliament.

Guney Yildiz, IPC-
Stiftung Mercator
Fellow at German
Institute for
International and
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Security Affairs
e (SWP-Berlin) says

thatthe USisexpectedtofocus
less onthe Middle Eastand
moreon SoutheastAsiainthe
near to mid-term future. He
believes but there will also
be significant continuity
betweenthe TrumpandBiden
administration on foreign
policy files such as China.
Guney Yildizisaresearcher
andjournalistbasedin London
withafocus on Turkey, Syria
and the Kurdsin the Middle
East.

Q: How will President-elect
Joe Biden change U.S.foreign
policy?

A:  With the Biden
administration, there will
be significant changes
concerningthe USapproach
tointernational agreements
and institutions such as the
Paris Agreementand World
Health Organisation (WHO).
Transatlantic  relations
and Western multilateral
arrangements willimprove
as well. The US policy on
Russiawillnotbe astolerant
as it was under the Trump
administration. Biden
administrationis expected
to have amore constructive
approach toagreements on
Iran'snuclearissues.

So there will be substantial
changes in these areas
compared to the Trump
era. However, there will also
be significant continuity
betweenthe Trumpand Biden
administration on foreign
policyfiles suchas China. The

Khatibzadeh to ES3:

Language of accusations, threats not

effective against Iran

Addressing European signatories to JCPOA, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry Spokesman asserted that the language of accusations
and threatsisnotalanguage thatworks againstIran.

Speakinginaweekly press conference on Monday, the Iranian
Foreign Ministry Spokesman answered some questions over

recentdevelopmentsatthe internationallevel.

Answering a question over Tehran’s position over Europe's
offer for directtalks with the United States over the nucleardeal,
Saeed Khatibzadeh said, “We have declared the position of [ran
explicitly, clearly and completely, butno change hasbeen made

init.”

"We do nothave any bilateral talks with the United States, and
there willbe no changeinIran's policies until the United States

correctsitswrongpolicies", he stressed.

The path that the United States must take is to compensate
for the wrong policies of the previous US administration, but
unfortunately, to date, there hasbeenno practical change in this
anti-Iranian policy and maximum sanctions, he underlined.

If United States seeks to return the table of JCPOA, it mustlive

USdisengagement from the
Middle East or West Asia,
whichstarted underthe Bush
and Obama administrations,
willalso continue. The USis
expected tofocuslessonthe
Middle East and more on
Southeast Asiainthenearto
mid-term future.

Q: Biden vows to restore
alliancesin the firstforeign
policyaddress. Canherepair
USrelationswiththeworld?
A: Leaders of European
countries and the US say
thatthere willbe noreturn
to a pre-Trump era in
transatlanticrelations. Still,
President Biden took swift
steps to increase trust in
theUSandininternational
organizations.Since theworld
and especially the US allies
need USleadership totackle
amultiplicity of geopolitical
problems,itwon’tbe difficult
for Biden to restate the US
leadershipagain.Itisunclear
whether the USwould want
to step backinto the driving
seatoftheimplementation
of Western policies in many
conflictareas.

Q: Will Biden return to the
agreementwith Iran?

A: Biden made it clear that
he wants to return to the
JCPOA agreementwith Iran.
Before doing so, he must
negotiate with the US allies
in Europe and the Middle

East.Intheend,itwillbethe
USadministration thatcould
steer the policies of their
partnersintheregionbackto
acceptingnegotiations fora
dealwith Iran. The countries
thatsigned the JCPOA dealin
thefirstplacecould trytolimit
the US desire torenegotiate
the agreement. However,
the USallies would likely try
to take the opportunity to
negotiate anew deal rather
thanacceptingthe old one.
There couldbe some friction
betweenthose countries that
wouldwantto take the dealas
originallymadeandthosewho
wouldlike to renegotiate by
broadeningitsscope.

Q: Will Biden easily lift
sanctionsagainstlran?
A:No.Bidenadministration
will most probably try to
renegotiate the nuclear
deal beforelifting sanctions
againstIran.Indoingso, the
USwould wantto expand the
agreement's scope beyond
Iran’snuclear program. So, it
ispremature to expect Biden
toliftthe sanctions against
[rananytime soon. However,
the change ofadministration
inthe USwouldstillincrease
thepossibility of de-escalation
ofthe tensionbetween Iran
and the US. Thiscouldbe good
news for the Iranian economy
because it will make the
country's political prospects

up toits commitmentunder Resolution 2231, and such a thing
doesn’tneed any renegotiation, he said and added, “Positive
actionswillbe responded positively, however, ifwe see different
behavior from Europe and the United States, our response will
alsobedifferent.”
Addressing European signatories to the nuclear deal, the [ranian
topdiplomatsaid, “Keepin mind thatthe path thathasbeentaken
before and the path of cooperation works better than any other
ways, the language ofaccusations and threatsisnotalanguage
thatworksagainstIran, ifthey return to their commitment, Iran
willrespond immediately.”
RegardingIran's cooperation with Europe and Borrell, he said,
"The path ofdiplomacyhasalwaysbeen openand there hasbeen
no changeintheJCPOA Joint Commission meetingand the US, as
the violater ofthe nuclear deal, must fulfill its obligations then
returntothetable."
Tehran strongly rejects Israeliregime's PM accusations
Reacting to the baseless accusation of the Zionist regime’s
prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu againstIran over nuclear
weapons, Khatibzadeh said, “Zionist Regime is the root of many
troubles, insecurities,and problemsin the West Asianregion, but
theIslamic RepublicofIranis closely monitoring such moves.”
The spokesmanalsorejected the baselessaccusations of Tel Aviv

morestable.
Q:IsEuropehopingtorevive
thenucleardeal with Iran?
A:European countries have
beenopenabouttheir desire
tokeepthenucleardealalive
evenafterthe USwithdrawal
fromtheagreement. However,
inthis game, Europe cannot
determinethe courseofevents
despite the US position. Now,
withthe Bidenadministration
expressing desirestogoback
tothenegotiation table with
Iran, I expectthat Europewill
also support these efforts.
However, it’s unlikely that
western countries would go
backtothe same deal without
negotiating Iran‘s regional
policies and the nuclear
program.

Q:Willthenuclear deal survive
orwillanotherdealbeformed?
A:Itisunlikely thatthe USand
itsallieswouldwanttogoback
tothesamedeal. Althoughthe
new USadministrationand
the European powers were
against former President
Trump‘s withdrawal from
the JCPOA deal, they are now
more critical of the original
agreement. The central
Western objection to the
original deal was that the
agreement dealt only with
Iran’s nuclear programand
did not focus onregulating
[ranian militaryand political
activityacrossthe Middle East.

NEWS

Rezaei:

'Iran defended Azerbaijan, Nagorno-
Karabakh with allmight'

The Secretary of Expediency Council Mohsen Rezaei said
Iranhasdefended Azerbaijanand Nagorno-Karabakh with
allitsmight."Thousandsof [ranianmenhavebeen martyred
toliberate Azerbaijan from the clutches of thetsars,and the
proofcanbefoundinthe Bakucemetery,"hesaidaddressing
aninternational conference about the Karabakh region
inthe central city of Qom on Monday."Azerbaijan is not
only ourneighbor; We areanation in two countries," he
added, "Weand the people of Azerbaijanareanation with
acommon culture and religion.""Thousands of Iranian
men have been martyred to liberate Azerbaijan from
the clutches ofthe tsars, and this can be seen in the Baku
cemetery.""Unfortunately, the Armenian government,
underthepretextof defendingthe Armenians ofKarabakh,
attacked the area; However, the governments thatincited
ArmeniatoattackitleftArmeniaaloneafterward," Rezaei
noted.He informed that "In the 1990 war, Iran spent
$43 million on the Karabakh immigrants and our Azeri
brothers."Expressingregret that During the time of Mr.
Heydar Aliyev the relationsbetween Iranand Azerbaijan
were somewhat damaged, he said. "Our main taskis to
createaspecialautonomousregion of Nagorno-Karabakh
belongingto Azerbaijan; Armenia mustalso hand over
theremainingterritories," he said. The conference which
started on Monday morningisattended by seniorreligious
and political figures, including Abbas Araghchi, the deputy
Foreign Minister, Mohsen Rezaei, Mohsen Rezaei, the
secretaryof[ran's State Expediency Council, and Ali-Akbar
Velayati, a senior advisor to the Leader of the [slamic
Revolution.

TAEA Board of Governors Meeting,

sceneforverifying Biden’sfrankness

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of
Governors Meetingbeginsand it seemsits main focus will
be Iran-world powers nucleardeal, related consultations,
and ways for safeguarding the international agreement.
Yet, no solution will work before US behavior reforms,
terminationofsanctions,and West'sabidingbyitsfull [CPOA
commitments.The [AEA Board of Governors Meeting that
will continuetilltheend oftheweekisthe firstmeetingofthat
UNorganizationeversincethenewUSadministrationled by
JoeBidenhastaken chargeatthe White Houseandtherefore,
the USbehavioratIAEAishighlyunderthe scrutiny ofallits
members.Themeetingisactuallythebestsceneforverifying
theclaimsmadebythenewUSadministrationonrespecting
diplomacy, multilateralism,and Washington’s behavior
modificationin dealingwith other countries.Iran’srecent
agreementwith the IAEA duringthe UN nuclearwatchdog
chiefRafael Grossi’s Tehranvisitwasanothersign ofIran’s
goodwilland constructive approach for cooperation with
theIAEA and once again proved that despite the West's
breachingofallits commitments and obvious violation of
theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) termsand
conditions, Tehranisstillthe bestkeeperofthatinternational
agreement.

against
Tehran for an explosion that

happenedinanIsraelishipintheregion.

The corrupt Prime Minister ofthe Zionistregime resorts to these
projections only for the benefit ofhimself, he added.

Inthe defense doctrine of the Islamic Republic of Iran, nuclear
weapons have never had a place, and unfortunately, it is the
Westerners and the United States thathave turned ablind eye to
the stockpiled weaponsand nuclearbombs of the Zionistregime.
Hailing Iran-China cooperation




Zarifwarns IAEA Board of Governors over probable wrong move
Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif on Monday warned the IAEA Board of
Governorsover any probable wrong move.
Zarif made the remarks speaking on the sidelines of Majlis National Security and Foreign
Policy session,inreactionto US attempttoissuearesolution againstIran with the [AEA Board
of Governors.
Henoted thatsuch an attemptwith the Board will further confuse the currentsituation.
“Wehope thatreasonwill prevail, otherwise we will have solutions,” Zarif said.
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Lifting sanctions militaryaircraft,
isn't . 1 it helicopters
Isntassiumpicasi The Ministry of Defense
sounds; EXI)el't has delivered dozens of
5 aircraft, helicopters,and
R . . jetenginesto the Islamic
0il prices climb RepublicofIran Air Force
afterprogresson (IRIAF) in line with the
5 . planstoboostthe force’s
huge U.S. stimulus combat power
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CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

4 The Army Air Force
received 10 helicopters,
nine military aircraft
and tens ofjetengines on

05:09:10 Monday, in a ceremony
Noon call to prayer : attended by Defense
12:15:24 Minister Brigadier
i General Amir Hatami,
Evening call to prayer: IRIAF  Commander
18:18:52 Brigadier General Aziz
Nasirzadeh, Commander
: of Army Ground Force
L A Aviation Second
Brigadier General Yousef

Ghorbani.

Thedelivered equipment
has been overhauled
by the experts at the
Ministry of Defense.

Western media have reported thatthe USisseeking to presentan anti-Iranresolutionin the
upcoming meeting of the [AEA Board of Governors.

Head ofthe Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI) said on Sunday thatifthe [IAEA Board
of GovernorsissuesaresolutionagainstIran, Tehran will reciprocate
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Iran to open 3.68b oil & petrochemical

projects amid sanctions

Russian Sputnik VCOVID Vaccine Effective against
UK, S. African Variants

Russia's Sputnik V vaccine is showing strong signs

of effectiveness against new mutations of COVID19-,

researcherssaid.

The results of the trial in Russia testing the
effectiveness of revaccination are expected to
showapositive effect on protection against UK
and South African strains ofthe virus,and willbe
published soon.

Denis Logunov, deputy director of the centre
which developed the jab said: '(A) recent
study carried out by the Gamaleya Centerin
Russiashowed thatrevaccination with Sputnik
Vvaccine isworking very well against new
coronavirus mutations, including the UK and
South African strains of coronavirus.
Lastmonth Vladimir Putin ordered areview by
March 15 of Russian-produced vaccines for their
effectiveness against new variants spreadingin
different parts ofthe world.

Itcomesafter the Russian president green-litits
approval for mass-useinthe countrylast August
before any human trials had beenrigorously
analysed.

The 68-year-old has played down suggestionshe
should getthe vaccineimmediately to encourage
publictakeup, tellingjournalists that 'Idon't
wantto monkeyaround'in frontof cameras.
The jabwastoday beingrolled outin countries
including Mexico, Paraguay and Venezuela.
Results ofthe trial are expected to be published
soon, butthiswasthefirstindication ofhowthe
testsaregoing. No further details were available

So-called viral vector shots - such as Sputnik
V and a shot developed by AstraZeneca -
use harmless modified viruses as vehicles,
orvectors, to carry geneticinformation that
helps the body build immunity against future
infections.

Therevaccinationused the same Sputnik Vshot,
based upon the same adenovirus vectors. The
trialindicated this did notimpacteffectiveness,
Logunovsaidinastatementto Reuters.
Somescientists have raised the possiblerisk that
the body also developsimmunity to the vector
itself, recognizingitasanintruderand tryingto
destroyit.

But developers of Sputnik V disagreed this
would pose long-term problems.

'We believe that vector-based vaccines are
actually better for future revaccinations than
vaccines based on other platforms,' Logunov
said.

He said that the researchers found that
antibodies specific to the vectors used by the
shot - which could generate an anti-vector
reaction and undermine the work of the
shotitself- waned 'as early as 56 days after
vaccination'.

This conclusion was based onatrial ofavaccine
against Eboladeveloped earlier by the Gamaleya
Institute using the same approach as for the
Sputnik Vshot.Vector immunity is notanew
issue buthas come under renewed scrutiny
as companiesincluding Johnson & Johnson
anticipate regular COVID-19 vaccinations,
like annual influenza shots, may be needed to

Bidenready to'consider' lifting Venezuela

sanctions: report

Biden would reportedly consider the move only if it sees

certain steps made by Venezuelan President Nicolas

Maduro.

Economicmeasures which crippled the
Latin American state's ability to sell oil
and appeared to exacerbate its economic
crisis were introduced by the Trump
administration in an attempt to force
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro to
resign, Sputnikreported.

The administration of US PresidentJoe
Biden isin "no rush” to lift Venezuela
sanctions, an anonymous source in the
White House told Reuters. According to the
newsagency's source, Washington would
consider the move only ifitsees certain
steps made by Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro.

"If the regime undertakes confidence-
building measures thatshow thatthey're
ready and willing to engage in real
conversations with the opposition [...] if

they'reready to take serious steps, thenwe
will consider the alleviation of sanctions”,
the source claimed.

Atthe sametime, the source clarified that
Maduro won'tbe able toachieve the goal
oflifting sanctions by simply imitating
the negotiation process, while actually
trying to buy time to "consolidate power"
and drive divisionin the oppositionranks.
Reuter's source claimed thatthe current
US sanctionsregime does not prevent
Venezuela from receiving humanitarian
aidand added thatall failures toacquire
economicassistancelie entirelyin Caracas.
The Biden administration will
reportedly try to modify the Trump
approach toward Venezuela, which to
date had failed to reach its stated goal
of removing democratically-elected
Venezuela President Maduro from power.
The White House reportedly seeks to
include other countriesinto the sanctions
regime instead of, as was performed by
the previous administration, actingina
unilateral manner.

yet.

combatnew variants of the coronavirus.

Iran won'thand overdata
to TAEA until sanctions

Spokesman for Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI)
Behrouz Kamalvandisaid on

Monday thatIran willnothand over
datato[AEAuntilthe USsanctions
werenotlifted.

Hemade theremarksinbriefing to
theparliamentNational Securityand
Foreign Policy Commission hearing.

Kamalvandi said that some
representatives had questionsabout
theagreementbetweenIAEOandthe
International Atomic Energy Agency
and thathe gave explanation on the
issueinthehearing.

The spokesman said that the
agreementwith [AEAwas compliant
toparliament'slegislation requiring
the government to halt Additional
Protocoland inspectionsbeyond the

IAEA Safeguards Agreement.
Headdedthatlran gave three-month
moratorium to end the voluntary
acceptance ofthe IAEA Additional
Protocoland [AEA agreed thatIran
would save nuclear information by
itselfuntil three monthslater and
then, if sanctions were lifted, the
information would be handed to the
IAEA; otherwise, allthe information
wouldbe deleted.

Some Local Beijing

Communities

Some Local Beijing Communities
StartGiving Elderly COVID-19 Shots
TEHRAN (Tasnim) - Some local
communities in Beijing, China, have
started giving COVID-19 vaccine
doses to people older than 60,
even as the city’s disease-control
authorities publicly advises this
age group againstinoculation.In
some countries, includingthe United
Statesand Britain, people olderthan
65areamong top priority groupsin
their COVID-19vaccinationrollouts,
astheelderly have a higherrisk of
death and hospitalization after
contracting the virus compared to
younger adults.China’s vaccination
program, under which 40.5 million
doses had been administered as

of Feb. 9, excludes those ages
above 59 and those younger than
18, with Chinese vaccine makers
citing less complete clinical trial
data for minors and the elderly.
According to notices from staffers
of afew communities in Beijing’s
central Dongchengdistrict, seen
by Reuters, residents older than
60 can go to designated sites to
gettheir shots, withoutdisclosing
which the four China-developed
vaccines would be available. The
vaccinations are not mandatory.
However,anarticle published online
by the Beijing Center for Disease
Prevention and Control on Sunday
categorized these older than 60
as unsuitable for vaccination, in
line with national guidelines.
[tis unclear why the Dongcheng
districtwastelling the elderly to be

vaccinated.The city is not fighting
the spread ofany COVID-19 cluster.
Beijinglastreported alocal case on
Jan.29.Chinais due to kick off its
annual meeting of parliamenton
Friday, when thousands of delegates
fromacross the country will gather
in Beijing.The information office
of Beijing Municipal People’s
Government didn’t immediately
respond to a faxed request for
comment.China has four locally
developed vaccines approved
for general public vaccination,
including two from China National
Pharmaceutical Group (Sinopharm),
one from Sinovac Biotech and
one from CanSino Biologics Inc
(CanSinoBI0),allof which have been
used insmaller-scale vaccination
programmes before clearance for
wideruse.
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