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Release of Iran's assets from
South Koreaatfinal stage

Release of Iran'sassets from South Koreaisatfinal
stage,according to Central Bank of Iran, saying
thatSeoul Governmentgotgreen-lightfrom Biden
Administration for stage-by-stagerelease.

South Korea froze seven billion dollars Iranian
assets with the Seoul banks following the US
sanctionsonIranreimposed since 2018 after
former president Donald Trump withdrew from
theJointComprehensive Plan of Action.

South Korean Foreign Ministry announced that
ithasreached anagreementwith Washington to
release partofthe funds.

Officials from South Korean FM and Central Bank
oflranannounced an agreement onthe amount
of money and its transfer mechanism after US
Treasury'sapproval.

Upon agreement, the release starts with $1b
accordingto CBI Governor Abdolnaser Hemmati,
partofwhich would be paid to the United Nations
tosettle $16marrears of Iran's membership fee.
Moreover, Iran and South Korea have agreed on
transfer of even more funds through the channel
provided by the Swiss Humanitarian Trade
Arrangement (SHTA), established in February
2020 after an okay from Trump administration.
CBIGovernoralsosaid thatIran has started talks
with other countries including Oman, Japan and
Iraqtorelease frozenassets.

Hammati had a meeting with South Korean
Ambassador to Tehranlast week convened at
therequest of South Korean embassy. In the
meeting,anagreementon transfer oflran’sassets
tospecified destinations as perthe CBI’s decision
onamountand the banks for delivery.

South Korean Foreign Ministry said the day after
this meeting thatIran's blocked assets would be
released after consultation with the US.

Inthe meantime, US State Secretary Spokesman
Ned Price confirmed the talks between Iranand
South Korea, but said the funds had yetto be
transferred.

The release of funds blocked in South Korea
bespeaksanewround ofIran'sdiplomacyinthe
international arena. Historically, Tehran and Seoul
have had friendly ties.Inrecentyears, however,
they were in challenge due to US sanctions and
Washington's pressure on Seoul.

Itishoped thattherecentdevelopments would
servetonormalize tiesbetween Iran and South
Korea.

Semi-finished steel exports
top d million tonsin 10
months

Iranian steelmakers exported more than 5.13
million tons in the ten calendar months to
February 18.

Accordingtothelatestdatareleased by the Iranian
Steel producers Association (ISPA), the exports
of semi-finished steel products witnessed an
11.77% decline compared with the corresponding
period oflastyear.

The exports ofbilletand bloom reached a total
0f3.94 million tons, down 4% compared to the
lastyear’s similar span.Iranian mills exported
1.21 million tons of slab during the period under
review,indicatinga 30% plungeyearonyear.
The country’s exports of finished products
reached 2.37 million tonsinthe 10-month period,
down 20% yearonyear.

Accordingto earlierreports, Iran’s semi-finished
steel outputreached 18.75 million tons during the
10 calendar months to February 19, registering
a 7% growth as compared to the same period of
lastyear.
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Pfizer; Vaccine with endless problems and

controversy

Countries suchas Turkey, the UAE, Bahrain,and

Saudi Arabiaare beingvaccinated because they

allowed human testing, but Iran did notallow

anyhumantestingtobe performedto protectthe

health ofthe people.

NEWS

The Pfizer vaccine
has caused a great
deal of controversy
and problemagainst
the coronavirus
sinceitsdistribution,
andtheside effects
ofinjectingthisvaccine have
caused fear and panic in
differentcases.

Many people whohave been
vaccinated have struggled
with a variety of illnesses,
includinghospitalizationand
evendeath.

Sofar,various mediaoutlets
havereported deaths due to
thePfizervaccine, eveninthe
United States.

The professor of Shahid
BeheshtiUniversity of Medical
Sciences stated that the
United Stateshad blocked the
importofmedicine for dying
Iranian patients for 3 years,
forexample: We hesitated, so
trustingtobuyavaccine from
the American company Pfizer
isjustoptimism.
"BecausemRNAvaccinesare
new, hesaid.
Ittakesatleastfouryears for
their effects to be identified,
he said: "More important
than the unknown effects of
mRNA"

It's a matter of Americans’
negligence.
Jamshidipointed outthatthe
Supreme Leaderalsorealized
from the very beginning
thatthe promises of vaccine
deliverywerefalse.

And explicitly saved Iran
fromthe whirlpool of Aerican
conspiracies, he continued:
Currently, an Iranianliving
in the United States is not
allowed to send even one
acetaminophentolrandueto
sanctions.
AprofessoratShahid Beheshti
University of Medical Sciences
said that if Iran wants to
import drugs from the
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American company Pfizer
right now, US government
sanctionswill preventit. The
USTreasury Departmenthas
forcedall countries to obtain
a license from the United
Statesbefore exportingany
pharmaceuticalitems orraw
materialstolran.
"Wewilluseall the science of
the daytomake the domestic
vaccine, so at least three
knowledge-based companies
are currently researching
mRNA technology," he said.
Butbecause this technology
isthefirsttobeusedinthe
world, itslong-term effects
areunknown.

Headded thatthe Pfizerand
Modern vaccines will lose
their properties because of
the mRNA formulabecause
itfocuses on only one gene of
thevirus,and ifthat specific
gene mutates, because the
Iranian vaccine is all the
genes of thekilled viruses.
[thas "Inactivated” inside,
sono genetic mutation will
interfere with the function of
thelranianvaccine.
Inshort,itcanbesaidthatthe
senior officials ofthe Islamic
Republic, and at the top of
themthe Supreme Leader, due
to their extreme sensitivity
tomaintainingpublichealth,
haveseriousdoubtsaboutthe
effectivenessand safety ofthe
Pfizervaccine and distrustof
the enemy,based on Previous
experienceshavebannedthe
importofthe Pfizervaccine.
oncernaboutthehealth ofthe
leaders ofthe countries that
injected Pfizer
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The body of news and
information that has been
published aboutthe dangers
of the Pfizer vaccine has
raised serious concerns
aboutthe health and future
oftheleadersofthe countries
that have injected the
Pfizer vaccine to fight the
Coronavirus.

Saudi King Salman bin
Abdulaziz and his son and
Saudi Crown Prince bin
Salman were among those
whoreceived the American
Pfizervaccineinmid-January
tosurvivethe Coronavirus.
SaudiArabiaalsoannounced
in a hasty decision in late
December that it had
approved the Pfizer vaccine
and started the vaccination
process  against  the
coronavirus byinjecting the
vaccineintotheSaudiMinister
ofHealth.

Thiswasatatime whenmost
countriesinthe world were
stillundergoingscientificand
researchprocessesinthisfield
and had notmade a definite
decision.
Itseemsthatwhile the Pfizer
vaccineinjectionhas caused
serious problems for many
peopleindifferent countries
oftheworld, SaudiArabiahas
notescaped theside effects of
usingthisvaccine.

In recent weeks, the Saudi
mediahasbeensilentonthe
processof publicvaccination
againstCoronainthe country,
anditisnotclearhowmany
Saudi citizens have suffered
ordied fromside effects due
totheinjection ofthe Pfizer

vaccineinSaudiArabia.
Therefore, itispossible that
Saudi Arabia has quietly
slowed down orstopped the
process ofinjectingthe Pfizer
vaccineintoitscitizens.
Interestingly, Saudi citizens
continuetobeinfected with
Corona, which shows that
the Pfizer vaccine has not
improved the situation of
the people of this country.
According to the official
Saudi state news agency, on
February 6,386 new cases
of coronary heart disease
occurred in the country.
The totalnumber of cases of
thevirussofarhasreached
369,961, of which 2,327 are
stillbeingtreated,and 401 of
themareincritical condition.
Also, withtheregistration of
283 new cases of recovery,
the total number of cases
of recovery has reached
361,237 people,and with the
registration of 4 new cases
of death due to coronavirus,
thetotalnumber of victims of
this crisishasreached 6397
people,and 45674 newtests
havebeenperformed.

On the other hand, some
Arabic-speaking users on
social media report that
the Saudi king is sick after
receivingthe Pfizervaccine.
Bin Salman, the 85-year-
old Saudiking, hasbeenthe
subjectof numerous media
reports, includingrumors of
hisdeath, due to gallbladder
inflammation, Alzheimer's
disease, and difficulty
speaking for a long time.
Publishedinvarious media.

Tehran-Baku-Moscowtradevol.increasing,
dynamic

Commenting on the significance ofregional cooperationand
Baku'sapproachtowardstheissue,amemberof Azerbaijan's
parliamentsaid thatincreasingIran, Russiaand Azerbaijan
trade volume shows how the approach is dynamic.Iran
recognized Azerbaijan'sindependencein 1991,and diplomatic
relations between the two countries were established in
1992.Both countries are full members of the Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) and the organization of
Islamic Cooperation(OIC).Iranand the Republicof Azerbaijan
share, toalarge extent, the same history, religion,and culture.
Utilizing the commonalities between the two countries,
relations between the two neighboring countries have
gradually butsignificantlyimproved since 2013.Nowadays
aftertheliberation ofthe occupied territories of Azerbaijan,a
new chapterisgoingtobeopenedintherelation ofallregional
countries, particularly between Tehranand Baku.
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Iranto
dispatch

J NEwW
commercial
attachés
totarget
markets by
late Mar.

Iran plans to send
five new commercial
attachés to different
target markets by the
end of the current
Iranian calendar
year (March 20),
an official with the
Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO)
announced.
According to Mojtaba
Mousavian,the TPO’s
deputyhead forexport
markets development,
the organization has
made the necessary
preparations to
dispatch commercial
envoys to Russia,
Oman, Azerbaijan,
Armenia,and China.
The official noted that
the TPO also plans to
dispatch commercial
attachés to Turkey,
India, and Pakistanin
thefirsthalfofthe next
Iranian calendaryear
(March 21-September
22).

“The attaché for
Turkey has been
selected and we
are waiting for the
confirmation of his
security clearance; for
Pakistanand India, we
have also considered
candidates whose
validation process
will be completed by
August,” Mousavian
explained.

The number of Iranian
commercial attachés
will reach 10 in the
first half of the next
Iranian calendar year,
he stressed.

He further noted that
some marketslike the
neighboring countries
plus China and India
are the top priorities
for dispatching
commercial attachés.
Syria, Kazakhstan,
and Lebanon are also
the next countries
to which TPO plans
to send commercial
attachés, the official
said.

According to
Mousavian, TPO has
sent 69 commercial
attachés to various
countries over the past
25years,and atbest,
even in one year, 25
commercial attachés
were presentat their
mission.
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Qatari M
meets with

E3 envoys to
discuss JCPOA

In a meeting with UK,
French, and German
ambassadors to Doha
on Friday, Qatar's
Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister
said that his country
supportsdiplomacyand
dialogue on the issue
ofIran’s nuclear deal,
JCPOA.

During the meeting,
Qatari Foreign Minister
Mohammed bin
Abdulrahman al-Thani
stressed the need to
activate talks with
the Islamic Republic
of Iran for returning
parties to JCPOA as
well as fulfillment
of commitments
under JCPOA through
diplomaticchannel.
Accordingly, the
latest developments
regarding the return
of diplomatic path and
activation of dialogue
as well as fulfillment
of commitments of
parties involved in
Iran’snucleardeal were
thoroughlyreviewed in
themeeting.
According  to a
statement released
by Qatari Foreign
Ministry, Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman
al-Thani stressed his
country'sserious efforts
in this direction and
Qatar's firm positionin
supporting diplomacy
anddialogue.

He emphasized that
Qatar is ready to
supportanyaction that
promotes stability,
security in the region
andinternational peace.
The US government
under former President
Trump withdrew from
JCPOAonMay 8,2018,
and imposed tough
sanctions againstIran
inaddition toimposing
suspended sanctions
undertheagreement.
Despite verbal
opposition to the US
withdrawal from JCPOA,
the European Troika
including Germany, UK
and France did notlive
up to their obligations
under JCPOA to make
up for the effects of the
USwithdrawal from this
landmarknucleardeal.
However, Islamic
Republic of Iran, in
response to theinaction
of European countries,
reduced its JCPOA
commitments in five
stepsinaccordance with
the provisions of JCPOA.
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Iranable to increase uranium enrichment to 60% in 24 hrs
"We have the capacity now,and as the law hasallowed us, we canincrease our Uranium enrichment
up to60% in 24 hours", the head of AEOI said, while referring to Leader's recent remarks
over Uranium enrichment."We halted the Additional Protocol implementation to the nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and restricted access to the country's nuclear sites within the
framework of a counteractive law approved by the [ranian Parliament", said Ali Akbar Salehi, the
head ofthe Atomic Energy Organization of I[ran (AEOI), while speakingina TV program.The head
of AEOI also called Parliament’s law, dubbed the Strategic Action Plan to Counter Sanctions, as a
golden opportunity, saying that were got the chance to launch 20% Uranium enrichmentin 24
hours.Hewentonto quote the Leader of the Islamic Revolution that “Iran will not change its stance
regardingits nuclear program, and that Tehran may initiate uranium enrichmentup to 60% based
onthedomesticneed of the country”,saying, “We have the capacitynow,and as the law has allowed

us, we canincrease our Uranium enrichmentup to 60%in 24 hours.”

plan.

Iran, or NAT'O; which one disturbs
regional security?

Secretary-General of North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) Jens Stoltenberg who

has recently "got worried" about Iran’s

actionsin the Mideastregionignores the fact
that NATO’s US-led acts atleastduring the
past20yearsincludingthe occupation oflraq

and warmongeringacts in Afghanistan have

beenthe main causes for regional insecurity.

to IRNA, Mr.

who made the
commentsinan
NEWS interview with
R the American
CNN networkon
Feb 23, referred toIran’s
regional acts, including
the deceasing trend of
itsJoint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA)
commitments, argued
that Iran’s moves have
increased worriesboth for
NATO and foritsregional
allies.
He, meanwhile, made new
claims onIran’s defense
and military capabilities,
without mentioning
Israel’snuclear threatfor
theregionand world, and
the military capabilities
ofotherregional counties,
arguingthatlran’snuclear
and missile programs are
worrying both for NATO
and for the world.
The NATO chief further
said that making
prejudgments about
Iran’s often-emphasized
“peaceful nuclear
program” thataccording
to him can together with
the county’s defensive
missileslead to the fatal
combination of nuclear
warheadsis the greatest
international concern
because it ignores the
Iranianleader’s emphasis
on religious ban for
nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass
destruction (WMDs).
According to numerous
International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)

People should observe protocols

eveninnormal COVID-19
conditions: Rouhani

Iran's President Hassan Rouhani said on Saturday thateven
ifthe country wasn't going to be hitby the fourth peak of
the pandemic, people should observe the protocols as the

Persian New Year eveislooming.

In the national anti-coronavirus headquarters meeting on
Saturday morning, Rouhanithanked all nurses and health
workers, referring to the national nurse's day.

He also pointed to the elevated activities like cleaning
housesand shopping by the people as New Year's eve is
looming,and said thatsocial distancingmightbe neglected
inthis condition and the nation would see its consequences

two or three weekslater.

He asked people to practice New Year-related customs
while observing health protocols evenifthe conditions

According |

Stoltenberg ‘

reports, Iran’s nuclear
activities have always
been peaceful and the
entire nuclear facilities
ofthe country have been
under close scrutiny
of IAEA inspectors.
Therefore, such claims
are quite baselessand in
line with propagations of
Iran’s enemies, especially
Israel.

In fact, Mr. Stoltenberg’s
claims are the exact
repetition of the hollow
propaganda by the
Zionist regime and
their American allies,
while Israel is the only
countryintheregionthat
possesses hundreds of
nuclear warheads and yet
finding faults with others
ascoveringveil onits own
criminal actsagainstmost
regional countries.
***Yieldingto Iran’srole
asaregional power hard
for West

NATO secretary general’s
remarksreveal what the
Westexpects from Iran,a
majorregional country, to
ignore the developments
in its vicinity and just
remainasilentobserver
oftheir decisions for its

neighbors, and most
probably, also for Iran.
Therefore, according

to Stoltenberg, Iran’s
fortification of its
defense capabilities,
including mainlylocally
manufactured missiles,

aimed at defending its
own nation against the

countless Western
threats, including the
Takfiristterrorist, Israel,
and other antagonist
countriesisawrongmove
thathas caused worries
for NATO and regional
countries.

***NATO, an occupier
force that intends to
remain eternally

Before making such
meaningless claims the
NATO sec gen had better
firstanswer the question:
Under the current
conditions that the
former Eastblocnolonger
exist, and the founding
members of NATO had
clearly announced that
itsestablishmentisaimed
at countering the East
blocthreats, whatis the
practicaluse of NATO?

Is Mr. Stoltenberg not
makingsuch phony claims
tojustify the huge budget
allocated to NATO by its
member countries?
Obviously, one ofthe ways
for justifying NATO’s
existenceis making wars
and disputesin various
parts of the world and
dispatching troops to
thoseregions. Thatishow
the Western coalition
forces,led by Americahas
alwaysjustified itslong
presencein Afghanistan
and then in Iraq. But
insecurity and aggressive

vaccines.

were normal and the fourth peak didn'tappear. -
The Presidentunderlined that thanks to the beginning

ofvaccination, conditions would improve for healthcare
workers, elderly people and those with underlying
conditions, and the government was focused on buying

Stating thatthe initial stage of vaccine development
resembles the firstdays when peopleand governments had
struggle providing masks, Rouhaniunderlined thatwealthy
countrieswantto have all the vaccines buttheir moral duty
isto thinks of the whole people of the world.

"Thisisapandemicand thatmeans thatevenifthe whole
residents ofa countryreceive the vaccine, the nationis still
vulnerable because of communications with other nations.
Therefore, aglobalimmunity is possible when the whole

worldisvaccinated," Rouhanisaid.

The Presidentreferred to the Khouzestan province which

isthe onlyregioninIran to experience the fourthpeakof people to receive, that's why people must observe
the pandemicand said thatthe onlyred-flagged citiesarein

moves of the terrosits
have always prevailed in
both countries.

It looks as if whenever
NATO enters a country
and occupies it, its first
mission is draining its
resources and facilities,
and until that missionis
notaccomplished there
is no exit possibility
for the NATO troops.
Presently 20 years have
passed since the entry of
the USand NATO forces
to Afghanistan, butthat
countryis still burningin
fire of war and terrorism.
The top NATO officials
have already claimed,
especially since 2014
whenitwasscheduled to
leave Afghanistan, that
they are there to train the
Afghansecurity forces.
Accordingto Stoltenberg
there are now 10,000
NATO personnel in
Afghanistan, who are not
intendingtoleave.

He says it is still too
early todecide aboutthe
departure of those troops
fromthat country.

When former uUs
President Donald Trump
had said itis time to pull
the US troops out of
Afghanistan, heridiculed
him, saying, “We have
all entered Afghanistan
togetherand willallleave
ittogether. Sodecisions
on exit must be made
together, notunilaterally”

Iran Government passes plan to save Gorgan Bay:
Jahangiri

Iranian Governmenthas passed aseven-year plan for conservation of the Gulfof Gorgan,
alsoknown as Gorgan Bay, First Vice-President Eshaq Jahangiri said on Saturday.
Jahangirimade the remarks speaking to reportersupon arrivalin the northern province
of Gorgan.
He said that the plan was passed in the government following a proposal by the
Department of Environment.
Jahangirisaid thatthe Governmentdecided tolaunch Inchebron Free Zone.

The Government plan for launching the new free zone has been approved by the
cabinetministers, he said, however noting thatdue to a disagreementbetween the
Parliamentand the Guardian Council, the Expediency Council has to decide about the

NEWS

Iran to Import AstraZeneca

Vaccine from South Korea

Iranis goingtoimportthe AstraZenecavaccine
for the coronavirus from South Korea, Health
Minister Saeed Namaki said.

Speaking atameeting with clericsin Qom on
Friday night, Namaki said Iran will be importing
the AstraZenecavaccine made in South Korea.
He said the vaccine hasbeen developed undera
jointresearchprojectandisbeingproducedin12
sitesacrosstheworld.

The minister alsonoted thatIran hasbegunto
vaccinate the elderlyatnursinghomes.

Officials say [ran will receive around 16 million
doses of vaccines through the World Health
Organization's COVAX program, import more
than 25 million doses from abroad, and produce
25 million other dosesinside the country.
Earlier this month, the chairman of the
Headquarters for Executing the Order of Imam
Khomeini, the institution that has developed
the first Iranian vaccine for COVID-19, said
the homegrown vaccine is one hundred
percenteffective against the mutated variant of
coronavirus found in the UK.

The RaziVaccine and Serum Research Institute
unveiled the second Iranian vaccine for the
coronavirus, administered via injection or
inhalation, on February 7.
Cov-Parsisavaccine based onrecombinant
proteinthatcanbeinjected orinhaled.

In comments atthe unveiling ceremony, Namaki
said Iranisgoingtobecomeamainhub of vaccine
productionintheworld in the coming months.

USinvasion on resistance

positions to face tough response
Reacting to US aggression on the resistance
positions on Iraqi-Syrian border, Deputy
Secretary General ofal-NujabalslamicResistance
Movement in Iraq said that US invasion on
resistance positions willbe responded harshly.
Nasral-Shammari on Saturday reacted to the
recent military invasion of the United States
againstthe positions ofthe Resistance movement
onjointbordersbetweenIraqand Syria, Al-Ahad
reported.

Accordingto the report, he clarified that US
airstrikes on some bases on common border of
Syriaand Iraqshowinability of the United States
toface theresistance groupsdirectly.

While describingthe USairstrikes on the Syrian-
Iraqiborderas ‘cowardly attack’, al-Shammari
stated thatthese attacks show that US policies
have failed.

The Deputy Secretary General of al-Nujaba
Islamic Resistance Movementalso addressed
the US officials, saying, "If you dare, instead of
targetingthe border points, fightdirectly with the
resistance groups.”

The United Stateslaunched anairstrike on Syrian
territory on Thursday evening. Iran, Syria, and
Russiacondemnedyesterday's US airstrikes.

region.

He also stressed that even there were
enough vaccines it could take months for all the

protocols.




Iran, Syria Weigh Plans to Promote Cultural Cooperation

The spokesman forthe Iranian Foreign Ministry visited Syria for talks on the enhancementofties
betweenthetwoalliesinthe mediaand culturalfields.

Duringhisrecenttrip to Damascus, Saeed Khatibzadeh held meetings with several Syria officials
and attended gatherings organized by think tanks and media centers.

Khatibzadeh held separate meetings with Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad, the minister
ofinformation, the minister of culture, and Syrian president’s political and media adviser
Bouthaina Shaaban, exploring avenues for the expansion of cultural and media cooperation
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and think tanks.
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between Tehranand Damascus.The [ranian spokesman praised the Syrian people’sresistance
againstterrorism, givinganassurance thatthe Islamic Republicwillkeep supporting Syriain the
course ofeconomicrevival.He also attended anumber of meetingsin Syrian academic centers

Iran able toincrease uranium enrichment

t0% 60 1n 24 hrs

UN Urges Warring Parties to Halt Fighting for

Vaccinations

The UN Security Council unanimously approved a

resolution Friday demanding that all warring parties

immediately institute a “sustained humanitarian pause” to

enable the unhindered delivery of COVID19- vaccines and

thevaccination of millions of people in conflictareas.

The British-drafted resolution, cosponsored
by 112 countries, reiterated the council’s
demand last July 1 for “a general and
immediate cessation ofhostilities” in major
conflicts on the Security Council agenda,
from Syria and Yemen to Central African
Republic, Maliand Sudan and Somalia.
Itexpressed concern thatan appeal for
cease-fires in all conflicts to tackle the
coronavirus pandemic, which was firstmade
by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
onMarch 23,2020, “wasnotfullyheeded.”
Britain’s UN Ambassador Barbara
Woodward, the current council president,
announced the result of the email vote

because the council has been meeting
virtually, saying the resolution “will help
bring vaccines to 160 million people in
conflictareas ordisplaced by conflict.”
“Thisisafirststep,” shestressed,and itwill
require further international efforts, AP
reported.

But Woodward said the large number
of cosponsors and unanimous council
approval are “astrong testament to the

international commitmentto seeing this
happen.”

“Obviously each of these situations will
require furthernegotiationsat countryand
evenatfieldandlocallevel,” she said. “And
we've asked the secretary-general toreport
backwhere they encounter barriersin this.”
Theresolutionadopted Friday recognizes
“thatarmed conflicts can exacerbate the
COVID-19 pandemic, and thatinversely
the pandemic can exacerbate the adverse
humanitarianimpactofarmed conflicts, as
well as exacerbatinginequalities.”
Italsorecognizes “the role of extensive
immunization against COVID-19 as a
global publicgood for healthin preventing,
containing, and stopping transmission, of
COVID-19 andits variantstrains, in orderto
bringthe pandemictoanend.”

The Security Council stressed that
“equitable access to affordable COVID-19
vaccines” authorized by the World Health
Organization or regulatory authorities “is
essential to end the pandemic.”

Italso stressed “the need for solidarity,
equity,and efficacy” in vaccinations.

And it called for donations of vaccines
from richer developed nations to low-
and middle-income countries and other
countriesinneed, including through the
COVAX Facility, theambitious WHO program
tobuyand deliver coronavirus vaccines for
theworld’s poorestpeople.

Iran to become major anti-corona vaccine

producer: Minister

Iranian Health Minister Saeed Namaki has said that the

Iranianscientists are working round the clock to producea

reliable vaccine and hopefully, the countrywillbecome one

ofthebiggestproducers ofanti-COVID19 vaccines.

Namaki made the remarksinameeting
with Ayatollah Seyyed Mohammad Saeedi,
custodian of Hazrat Masumeh Shrine in
Qom, onFriday.

He said that despite all foreign pressures
andsanctions, Iranhasbeen successful to
manufacture anti-COVID-19 vaccines.
The Health Ministry plans to vaccinate
vulnerable groups as of the upcoming
spring, he said, expressing hope thatthe
pandemicwould be contained, if people
observe health protocols.

According to the health minister, Iran
turned into a producer and exporter of
masks and gowns duringa 60-day period,

thanks to experience from Iranians’ eight
years of resistance to the Iraqi-imposed
war.

The health ministry seeks to control the
pandemicinprovinces suchas Khorasan
Razavi, Khuzestan and Mazandaran that
aretheredzonesintermsofthe outbreak
ofthe coronavirus.

Iran could decrease the amount of
foreign exchangesallocated to theimport
of medicines despite the fact that the
countryisfacinghardships concerningthe
pandemic; so, the health ministryistrying
todecline dependence on foreign products,
henoted.

Forhispart, Ayatollah Saeedipointedtoa
guideline by the Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed AliKhameneion payingattentionto
religiousteachingsand the need to obsere
health protocols, which will enable the
human-beings to pursue safe life.

Iraqipresident calls for
collectiveresolve tofight

ISIS terrorism

Iraqi President Barham Salih hailed
tieswith Iranasunique, saying that
that Iraqirelations with Iran are
helpful for prosperity of Iraqgipeople
and for the [raqi Government fighting
[SISterrorism.

Addressing a meeting of US
Brookings Institution, headded that
during the eraof Saddam Hussein,

Iraq had turned into a problem for
the region and the entire world.
Noting that all Iraq's neighbors
shouldrespectits sovereignty and
independence, he said thatstability
inlraqcanhelpthesituationin Syria,
whichisvery important. Stability
inIraqwillmeanless conflict with
Turkeyand Iran.Salih also called for
collectiveresolve with the neighbors
tofightterrorismand extremismand
participationtomodernize economic
infrastructures.ReiteratingthatIraq

iscommitted toliberatingits entire
territory from ISIS, he added that
regardless ofthe US government's
decision, Iraqis committed tofighting
[SIStobringterrorismtoanend.He
called forregional and international
co-operation to fight terrorism,
saying that without cooperation of
theneighboring states to counter
the challenge of extremismand the
terrorist groups throughout the
Middle East, the humanitarian plight
willnotend.

US declassifies reporton

Khashoggi murder

A US intelligence report that
was declassified on 26 February
suggeststhatthe Saudi crown prince,
Mohammed bin Salman, approved
anoperationinIstanbul to "capture
or kill" Saudi journalist Jamal
Khashoggi.

Thereport, provided by the Office of
the Director of National Intelligence,
states thatthisassessmentisbased
onthe crown prince's "control of
decision-making" in the kingdom,
aswellasonthe "directinvolvement
ofakeyadviser and members" of
Salman's "protective detail", Sputnik
reported.

"Since 2017, the Crown Prince
has had absolute control of the
kingdom's security and intelligence
organizations, making it highly
unlikely that Saudi officials would
have carried outan operation of this

nature withoutthe crown prince's
authorization," thereport's executive
summary says.

Thereport furtheralleges that the
crown prince "viewed Khashoggias
athreatto thekingdomand broadly
supported using violent measures if
necessarytosilence him."

The document'sauthorsalso write
that they have "high confidence"
thatthe sevenindividuals whose
namesare provided in the report
"participatedin, ordered, or were
otherwise complicitin orresponsible
forthe death ofJamal Khashoggi" on
Salman'sbehalf.

"We do not know whether these
individuals knew in advance that
the operation would result in
Khashoggi'sdeath", thereportnotes.
In 2019, Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman
reportedly said that he gets "all the
responsibility” for Khashoggi's
killingbecause "ithappened under

my watch", although he denies
orderingit.

US officialsrevealed that the Biden
administration will announce
sanctions and visa bans targeting
Saudi citizens over the Khashoggi
killing, although it will notimpose
sanctions targeting Salman.

Biden to announce significant
changesto US-Saudipolicy
USPresident]oe Biden on Friday said
that "significant changes" to policies
between the United Statesand Saudi
Arabia will be announced "today
and on Monday", with his comments
coming after the release of the
intelligence reportblaming Crown
Prince bin Salman for ordering the
Khashoggikilling.

"Ispoke yesterday with the king, not
the prince. Madeitclear to him that
the rules are changing and we're
goingtobeannouncingsignificant
changestodayand onMonday," Biden
told Univisioninaninterview.
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