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Iran’s foreign trade toreach
$60bnbyyearend: MP

Mohammadreza Ebrahimi, an Iranian Member of
Parliament, said on Thursday thatdespite efforts by the
USand some otheradversary countries tostop Iran's
foreigntrade,itis expected thatthe volume of Iran's
foreigntrade willreach $60 billion by yearend.
Referring to Iran’s $2.5 billion trade deficit in
transactions with other countries, the lawmakersaid,
"Our efforts have to be focused onreturning to the
previous conditions."Ebrahimi said that the country
is going through a tough economic period, butis
stillmaking progress despite all the difficulties.The
lawmaker; however, complained that some 90 percent
ofthe country's foreign trade isbeing made with only
12 maintrade partners, saying thisisnotsomething
good.

New Pelletizing plant
launched in Bandar Abbas

Thefirstphase ofapelletizing plantwithaproduction
capacity of 2.5 million tons per year came on streamin
the southern portcity of Bandar Abbas, Hormozgan
province,on Thursday.The project wasinaugurated by
President Hassan Rouhanivia videoconference, with
othersenior Industries Ministry officialsin attendance.
According to Khalil Qasemi, head of Hormozgan
Industries, Miningand Trade Organization, the first
phase of Maad Koush Iron Ore Pelletizing Company
hasbeenimplemented byaninvestmentof23.2 trillion
rialsand has created 360 directjob opportunities.The
pelletizing unitis part of atwo-phase project witha
total capacity of 5 million tons of pellets perannum.lran
extracted 64.27 million tons ofiron ore during the past
Iranian calendaryear (ended on March 19,2020).Inits
outlookplan fortheIranian calendaryear 1404 (2025-
2026) Iran has envisaged production of 55 million
tonsof steel perannum, and to achieve this target the
countryrequires to extract 160 million tons ofiron ore
concentrates.Asannounced by the Industry, Mining,
and Trade Ministry, production ofiron ore concentrates
inlranreached 47.306 million tonsin the previous
Iranian calendaryear (March 2018-2019), registering
afour-percentrise compared to the precedingyear.

Iran's Biggest VCIF Makes

Debutat Iran Fara Bourse

Iran Fara Bourse, Tehran's junior equity exchange,
on Tuesday hosted the biggest venture capital fund
(VCF).The VCF comprises 2.4 million units with a
nominal value of 1 millionrials each, putting the total
value of the fund at 2.4 trillion rials ($10 million),
IFB'swebsitereported. VCFisaform of private equity
and a financing instrument thatinvestors provide
to startup companies and small businesses thatare
believed to have long-term growth potential, or to
companies thathave grown quickly and appear poised
to expand.Venture capital generally comes from big
investors, investment banks and diverse financial
institutions. VCFsin Iranlargely operate in fintech,
nanotechnology, health and pharmaceuticals.The
fund'sticker onIFB'sbulletin board is "Pishgam". Its
focus will reportedly be oninvestmentin startups
thatare developing their businesses, which are said
tobelessrisky compared withinvestmentin fledgling
businesses.The investment would range from 100
to300billionrials subjectto the type and scale of the
business,accordingto the VCF's managers. “Investors
have to subscribe foraminimum 1,000 units worth 1
billionrials, 20% of the sum must be reimbursed at
the subscription phase,” according to Sina Hassanali-
Zadeh, the VCF’'sinvestment manager.Currently, there
are 13 VCFsoperatinginIran's capital market. As per
[FBregulations, 100 billionrials arerequired to setup
aVCF, 10% of which should be putupinitially. These
fundsbynatureare notopen-ended fundsand mustbe
disbandedinlessthansevenyears.
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MPs Finally Approve Outline of Fiscal
22-2021 Budget Bill

Lawmakers finally approved the outlines

ofthe fiscal 22-2021 budgetrevised by

the government on Tuesday with 211

votesinfavorand 28 against, while six MPs

abstained fromvoting.
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parliamentarians
had rejected the
bill’s  outlines
on Feb. 1 and
returned it to the
government for
revision, IRNA
reported.

This followed the radical
decision  of  Majlis
Joint Commission—a
commission comprising
representatives of
all parliamentary
commissions responsible
for reviewing budget
bills as well as five-
year development
plans proposed by the
government before they
are puttoavote by MPs—
toincrease the exchange
rate forimporting essential
goods from 42,000 rials to
175,000rials per USdollar.
The commission had given
itsgreenlighttothe outlines
ofthebudget, butincluded
the above decision as an
amendment.The prices of
essentialimports mustbe
setinaccordance with the
exchange rates of the so-
called secondary FXmarket,
known by its Persian name
Nima, the commissionsaid.
The government,
however, believes that
such a measure would
deal a huge blow to the
country’s economy.At the
end, the exchange rate
for subsidized imports
of essential goods has
remained unchanged
(42,000rials perdollar) in
the seven-pageamendment
ofthebudgetbill submitted
by the governmentto the
parliamenton Monday.
According to Mojgan
Khanlou, a senior official
with the Plan and Budget
Organization of Iran, the

governmentisallowed to
gradually discontinue the
allocation of subsidized
forex for importing
essential goods during
the first half of the fiscal
2021-22. Parliament’s
work on the fiscal 2021-
22 budget bill began
amid increasing tensions
between lawmakers and
the government; each
fundamental change
in the bill by Majlis
Joint Commission met
with the criticism of
the government and of
President Hassan Rouhani.
The parliamentary move
to initially reject the
outlines of the bill was the
beginningofaseriouslegal
challenge: it’s not clear
whether the lawmakers
casttheir vote againstthe
government’s version of
thebill or against the draft
prepared by the joint
commission. Parliament
Speaker Mohammad Baqger
Qalibaf said the former
proposition is true, but
accordingto the precedent
ruleand standards as well
astheparliament’sinternal
bylaw, thelatter proposition
isdeemed true, hence the
government, as it had
announced, isnotobliged
tosubmitarevised budget.
Other Changes

Ahandful of other changes
have been made to the
figures regarding the

_
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government’sresources, tax
revenues and repayment
of debts. However, the
projected sales of oil,
the exchange rate for
subsidized imports and
the exchange rate of US
dollar have remained the
same as they were in the
originaldraft. The operating
budget (includingrevenues
derived mainly from
taxationand exportsatthe
disposal ofthe government)
had been projected to
stand at 8,410 trillion
rials ($32.33 billion atthe
market exchange rate of
260,080rials perdollar) in
the originalbill, registering
a47% increase compared
with the current year’s
budget (2020-21). The
governmenthasincreased
the nextyear’s operating
budget to 8,546 trillion
rials ($32.85billion) in the
amendment, Tasnim News
Agencyreported.Revenues
earmarked for ministries
and governmental
institutions have been
projected to stand at 894
trillionrials ($3.43 billion)
from 884 trillion rials
($3.39 billion) in the first
draft, which takes the total
sumofthegeneralbudgetto
9,440 trillionrials ($36.29
billion) from 9,298 trillion
rials ($35.75 billion) of the
firstdraft.

The ceiling set for the
government’s total budget

hasincreased from 24,357
trillionrials ($93.65billion)
to 24,499 trillion rials
($94.19billion).

The budget of state
companies, banks and for-
profit organizations had
beenputat 15,619 trillion
rials ($60.05 billion) in
the original proposal.
The government Kkept
the figure unchanged in
the budget amendment.
The share of the National
Development Fund of [ran
from oil resources (crude
oil, gas condensates and
natural gas exports) has
been set at 20% (in the
eventofexporting 1 million
barrels of oil per day). Ifthe
government manages to
exportmore than 1 million
barrels per day of crude oil
and gas condensate, NDFI's
sharewillincrease to 38%.

The governmentis obliged
topay 14.5% of oilrevenues
to the National Iranian Oil
Companyand 14.5%earned
from natural gas exports
to the National Iranian Gas
Company. Total tax earnings
hadbeensetat2,515trillion
rials ($9.67 billion) in the
firstdraftofthe budgetbill.

According to Mohammad
Khodabakhshi, the deputy
head of Majlis Plan and
Budget Commission, the
government has added
250 trillionrials ($961.24
million) to taxrevenuesin
theamendment.
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What's News

Corona
vaccine
transactions
canbe
conducted

through
SHTAif
needed: SECO

During the Trump’s
administration's
maximum pressure
campaign, Swiss
humanitarian trade
arrangementchannel
was established
to facilitate legal
trades with Iran.
For discussing SHTA
currentsituationand
further details, we'd
asked Antje Beartschi
foracommentary.
AntjeBeartschiishead
of communications
in Switzerland's
State Secretariat for
EconomicAffairs SECO.
Askingaboutwhether
there have been any
talks withthe new U.S
treasury team about
SHTA, Beartschi said,
“The competent
Swiss Authoritiesare
regularly in contact
withthe U.S. Treasury
Department.”

Canthe companiesstill
use thischanneltodo
permitted trades with
Iran? Ifyes, what are
the general terms to
beeligible to use this
channel?
AccordingtoBeartschi,
TheSHTAisfunctioning
and progressing.
Companies  based
in Switzerland
(headquarters  or
a subsidiary) that
supply agricultural
commodities,
food, medicines or
medical devices to
Iran are eligible for
participation in the
SHTA.
“Furthermore,
interested companies
must provide
information about

NO 706 Solution: NO 705 m theirbusinessactivities
and their business
4 3 8 . initiatethe procedurestartingFeb. partners in Iran to
8 1 3 Clearanceof Non 13 lSNAreEorted. 4 the State Secretariat
2 9 9 Essential Goods From Following the re-tanking of the for EcoPomic Affairs
Customs Allowed national currencyinearly 2017, (SECO):

As buying Corona

the government introduced nan :
vaccine is a major

stringentruleslike banning the

Importers of goodsincluded in
GroupV of customs categories, i.e.,

non-essential goods,areallowed importsof1,339itemscategorized concern forthe Iranian
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thattheyhad completed banking deemed “non-essential”and have bu.y vaceines tbrough
3 4 importregistrationand foreign domesticcounterparts,inamove thischanneloris ther.e
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9 1 According to Mehrdad Jamal amidUSsanctions.IRICAstopped possibleinthe future?
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Administration, the customs €70 millionworth ofthemhad o Wiss
clearance of Group IV goodsisnot ~ arrivedatthecountry’sports.The exporterscan con.duct
3 2 subject to time limitationsand administrationhadallowed the these transactions
importers have beenallowedto clearanceof GroupIVproductson through. t}.le SHTA
Beartschisaid.

certain conditions from Feb.

kn N wl=h~ ol o~
N Oon o |w oo N~ A~ ©
N o~ Ol o N[ w N
— © ol w o|lN N A
ko A NN = oo o o»
i01cw N[o N Alw 2 o
O w =N OO

N N Ao o wl|om

o o glh O 2NN




AR

|

Saturday ,February 20, 2021, No. 723

=
ISFAHAN
NEWS

Israeli PM
finally receives

much coveted
call from Biden

A month after taking
office, US President Joe
Biden has finally called
the Israeli regime's
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who had
awaited long for the call.
In a series of tweets,
Netanyahu's office
claimed that “the
conversation was very
warm and friendly
and continued for
approximately one
hour,” adding that they
specifically talked about
the so-called Abraham
Accords-the US-brokered
normalization deals.
Accordingtothe Press TV,
Netanyahu's office added
thatthe two sides noted
their personal ties of
many years and said they
“would work together to
continue strengthening
the steadfast alliance
between Israel and the
us”

Asked byreportersabout
the call, Biden said it was
a“good conversation”. He
did not further elaborate
ontheissuesbroughtup
duringthe call.

The White House later
provided a readout of
the call, which said Biden
affirmed his personal
history of steadfast
commitmentto Israel’s
security.

“Together, the
leaders discussed the
importance of continued
close consultation
on regional security
issues, including Iran,”
the readout said. “The
president emphasized
USsupport for the recent
normalization ofrelations
between Israel and
countriesinthe Araband
Muslimworld.”
Netanyahu enjoyed a
warm relationship with
former US President
Donald Trump. He was
Trump’s third call after
taking office on January
20,2017.

Earlylastyear, Netanyahu
described Trump as the
“greatestfriend thatlsrael
haseverhadin the White
House.
However, the [sraeli prime
minister had a strained
relationship with former
President Barack Obama,
partly because Obama
signed a multilateral
nuclear agreement with
Iranin 2015. Biden was
vice president when the
deal, officially known as
theJoint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA),
wasinked.

=

COVID Vaccination Alone Not
Enough, Sanctions Must End:
Iran UN Envoy

Iran’sambassador to the United Nations said the
rollout of COVID-19 vaccines would not suffice to
tackle the pandemic across the globe, calling for
the termination of the unilateral and inhumane
sanctions againstthe nations.Addressinga meeting
on the equitable distribution of vaccines againstthe
coronavirusin the UN Security Council on Wednesday,
Majid Takht Ravanchi emphasized thatthe vaccination
programs mustbe coupled with other measures to
help the developing countries.

1A KA director general to visit Iran on

Aboveall, unilateral sanctions mustend immediately
and theinhumaneblockade onregionslike Yemenand
Gazamustbelifted, headded.

The envoy also noted thattheillegal US sanctions have
frozen Iran’s foreign assets and have impaired the
country’s ability to supportthe companiesand private
sectors hitby the coronavirus pandemic.

In order to tackle the pandemic, itis necessary to
assistthe developing countries, produce a sufficient
supply of vaccine and distribute it to all nations
in afair manner, and terminate the sanctions, the
ambassadorsaid.Coronavirusis the common enemy
ofhumanity thataffectsall people regardless of their

race and nationality, Takht
Ravanchiadded, urging
collective cooperation
and solidarity amongall
nations to overcome the
challenge.The meeting
was organized to discuss
the role of the Security
Council, Member States and
the United Nationsin ensuring
thatvaccines are made available

equitably in places affected by conflictand insecurity.
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International Atomic Energy Agency, will pay

avisittoIran nextweekto discuss “technical”

>

issues, Iran said on Wednesday.

“IAEA DG travels
to Tehran
on Saturday
for  technical
discussions with
the AtomicEnergy
Organization
on how to continue
cooperation in the light
of new arrangements
and development. As

NEWS

| | attack Hadiforcesin

\bu southern Yemen

Armed elements affiliated with the UAE in
southern Yemen attacked forces of the ousted
president Hadi who were going towards the
eastern Yemeni province of Marib.
Accordingto sources familiar with the matter
armed elements affiliated with the so-called
"Southern Transitional Council” attacked a
convoy of military vehicles belonging to ousted
president Hadi government forces in the Al-
Mahfadhregionin Abin province.

According to the sources, Hadi troops were
moving towards Marib province, where theyare
fighting the advancing Yemeni Army forces and
popular committees.

Inthe attack, three members ofthe Hadiforces
were wounded and taken to Ataq Hospital in
the center of Shabwa, and the rest ofthe forces

already announced, art.
6 of the new law will be
implemented as of Feb 23,
Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran's
Ambassadorand Permanent
Representative to
international organizations
inVienna, saidinatweeton
Wednesday

Gharibabadiwasreferringto
anlraniannuclearlaw that
will gointo effect next week.
Thelaw, which was passed
by the [ranian Parliament
some two months ago,
includesother thingsas well.
The nuclear law, officially
called “Strategic Action to

Lift Sanctions and Protect
the Nation’s Rights,”
stipulates that the Iranian
government should take
certain nuclear measures
suchasraising the level of
uranium enrichment to
20% and suspending the
voluntary implementation
ofthe Additional Protocolin
few monthsifthe Western
parties failed to honor
their obligations under
the 2015 Irannuclear deal,
formally called the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).

The sixth article of the

law clearly stipulates that
if the remaining parties
to the JCPOA - Germany,
France, China, Russia and
the UK- failed to facilitate
Iran’s oil exports and
the return of Iranian oil
revenues in two months,
the Iranian government
would be obligated to stop
inspectionsbeyond the IAEA
safeguards, including the
voluntary implementation
ofthe Additional Protocol,
whichallows unannounced
andintensive inspections of
nuclearsites.

Iran resumed nuclear

enrichmentto 20 percenton
January 4.

On Monday, Gharibabadi
said Iran will implement
the nuclear law obliging
the  government to
halt implementing the
Additional Protocol on
February23.

“Act of Parliament will be
executed on time (23 Feb)
and the [AEA has been
informed today to ensure
the smooth transition to a
new courseinduetime. After
all, goodwill brings about
goodwill!” Ambassador
Gharibabadisaidinatweet.

continued their way towards Mairib.

The advances ofthe Yemeniarmy and popular
committees towards the strategic city of Marib
in eastern Yemeninrecentdayshave caused fear
among the ousted governmentand the Saudi-
American coalition.

Iran Police Using Advanced
Devices to Protect Borders:

Commander

The commander of the Iranian Border Police
said new smartinfrastructures are employed for
maritimeborder protection, includingadvanced
opticaldevicesand drones.
Speakingtoreportersinlran’s southernport
city of Bandar Abbas on Wednesday, Brigadier
General Ahmadali Goodarzi said the country’s

boundariesare under constantsurveillance with

Nearlys5,000US
National Guard Troops
toStayin DC

Thousands of US National Guard troops
will remain in Washington, DC, in early
Marchamid concernsover followersofthe
far-right QAnon conspiracytheory,some of
whomhold outhope former US president
Donald Trump will be returned to office
March4.

“Some ofthese peoplehave figured outthat
apparently 75yearsago, the presidentused
tobeinaugurated on March 4. 0K, nowwhy
that'srelevant, God knows,atanyrate,now
theyarethinkingmaybe we should gather
againand stormthe Capitolon March4....

date.

Thatis circulating online," House Armed
Services Committee Chairman Adam
Smith (D-Wash.) said duringa Wednesday
hearing,accordingto CNN.

Smith added that there would not
necessarily be specificunreston March 4
butthatthere were concerns around the

“Stufflike thatcirculatesallthe time.Does
itmeanit'sgoingtohappen? Probablynot,
butifyouwanttohelp, tellthemnottodo
that. Tellthem thatthe electionis over.]Joe
Bidenwon,” Smith said. “Itwasafreeand
fair election, and let's get to work. That
toowould help reduce the, well,Idon't
know, fear or paranoia that people feel
thatrequireseverythingthatwe're seeing

aroundhere”, The Hillreported.

throughMarch 12.

circumstanceshavechanged.”

Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Homeland Defense and Global Security
RobertSalesses said Wednesday thatthe
Capitol Policerequested the 4,900 troops

"The number was based on different
missions that they would, the National
Guard memberswould, be supporting,
response force, perimeter, security, those
kinds of mission sets," he said. "We're
working with them. As you know, the
currentrequestendsonMarch 12. We're
tryingto determine withthemiswhatisthe
rightlevel of security thattheyneed from
the National Guard consideringthatthe

new equipment,includingadvanced nightvision
and thermal imaging cameras.

He noted thatthe Border Police forcesin the
coastal province of Hormozgan are going to
receive small drones for border protection.

The commander also unveiled plans for
close cooperation with the border guards of
neighboring countries.

In October 2019, Iran’s Defense Ministry said it
would supply the Police forces with advanced
defense products.

In 2016, Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei called onthe Police
to constantly boost capabilities and match them
torapidadvancesinscience and technology.
Iran’s Police Force is in charge of ensuring
security inthe cities, ontheroads and alongthe
borders.

‘Wildly Unfair’: UN Boss Says 10
Nations Used 75% of All Vaccines

The United Nations chiefsharply criticized the “wildly unevenand
unfair” distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, pointing outthatjust 10
countrieshaveadministered 75 percentofallvaccinations.
Addressingahigh-level meeting of the UN Security Council on
Wednesday, Antonio Guterressaid 130 countries have notreceived
asingle doseofvaccine.’Atthis criticalmoment, vaccine equityis the
biggest moraltestbefore the global community,” he said.Guterres
called foranurgent Global Vaccination Plantobringtogether those
withthe powerto ensure fairvaccine distribution -scientists, vaccine
producersand those who can fund the effort-toensureall peoplein
everynationgetinoculatedassoonaspossible.
Thesecretary-general further called onthe world’sleadingeconomic
powersinthe Group of 20 to establishan emergency task force that
should have the capacity to bring together “the pharmaceutical
companiesandkeyindustryandlogisticsactors”.

Guterres said a meeting on Friday of the Group of Seven top
industrialized nations “can create the momentum to mobilize the
necessary financialresources”

Reporting fromthe UNheadquarters, AlJazeera’s diplomatic editor
James Bays said there wasabroad agreement over the potential
future problemsinthe fightagainstthe pandemicdue tothe uneven
distributionof vaccines.

“Rich countriesare vaccinating people butmany other parts ofthe
worldarenot. You're nevergoingtogetrid of COVID-19ifyouhaveit
spreadinginsome parts ofthe world and potentially mutating,and
potentiallyin the future makingvaccinesnotwork,” Bays said.
“Lessthan 1 percentof COVID-19vaccinesso fargloballyhave been
administered in the 32 countries currently facing the mostsevere
humanitariancrises.”

UKForeignSecretary DominicRaab, whose countryholdsthe Security
Council presidency this month, urged the UN’s most powerful
body to adoptaresolution calling for ceasefiresin conflictzones
toallowthe delivery of COVID-19 vaccines.The UK said more than
160 million peopleareatriskofbeing excluded from coronavirus
vaccinations because theylive in countries engulfed in conflict
andinstability, including Yemen, Syria, South Sudan, Somaliaand
Ethiopia.“Humanitarian organizationsand UN agencies need the
fullbackingofthe counciltobeable to carry outthejobweareasking
themtodo,” said BarbaraWoodward, the UK’sambassadortothe UN.
Woodward said ceasefires have previouslybeen used to carry out
vaccinations, pointingtoatwo-day pauseinfightingin Afghanistanin
2001 thatenabled 35,000 healthworkersandvolunteerstovaccinate
5.7 million childrenbelowthe age offive againstpolio.

Thirteen ministers were scheduled to address the meeting on
improvingaccesstoCOVID-19,includingnew United States Secretary
of State Antony Blinken.On Tuesday, Mexican Foreign Minister
Marcelo Ebrard said Mexico would stress the importance of equal

access
forall countriesto COVID-19
vaccinesatthe councilmeeting.

Hewassharply critical that countries wherevaccinesare produced
have high vaccinationrates, while Latin American countries have
problemsobtaininganyjabs.

The World Health Organization’s COVAX programme, an ambitious
projecttobuyanddeliver coronavirusvaccinesfortheworld’spoorest
people, hasalready missed its goal of beginning vaccinationin poor
countriesatthe sametimethatshotswererolled outinrich countries.
Numerousdeveloping countrieshaverushedinrecentweekstosign
their private dealstobuyvaccines, unwillingto wait for COVAX.
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India's Bharat Biotech Pursues COVID-19 Vaccine Approvalinover

40 Countries

India's BharatBiotechisinthe process of filingregulatory documents forapproval of its COVID-19
vaccine, COVAXIN, in more than 40 countries, the company said Wednesday."We have submitted
ourdocumentationin Braziland other countriesand awaittheirapproval. We planto exportseveral
million dosesto Brazil," the company said inan emailed statementto Reuters. "Pricing of COVAXIN
forinternational markets will be based upon supply timelines, purchase commitments and
procurementvolumes,”itadded.Bharat Biotech, whichlast Tuesday had said itmay export
doses of COVAXIN to Braziland the United Arab Emirates by the end of the week, did notname other
countriesand did notgive exactfigures on dosesitexpectsto export.The companyhasalso entered
intoanagreementwith USdrugdeveloper Ocugen Incforthe commercialization of COVAXINin the

United States, which has seenthe mostnumber ofinfectionsin the world.

Iran’s foreign trade toreach 60$Sbn
byyearend: M P

What’s behind Biden's Snub of MbS

Most U.S. sanctions have been counterproductive:

Hippel

Iran warned Washington on Tuesday that the window

torejointhe 2015 nuclear deal won’tremain open foran

indefinite time.

By Mohammad Mazhari

Iranian authorities expectthe White House
to swiftlylifteconomicsanctions that former
PresidentDonald Trumpillegallyimposed on
the country afterwithdrawingthe U.S.fromthe
2015nuclearpact (the Joint Comprehensive
PlanofAction)in 2018, as partofacampaign
called “maximum pressure” againstIran.
However, Frank von Hippel, the former
assistantdirector for National Securityin the
White House Office of Scienceand Technology
Policy, believes that the sanctions failed to
achievetheirgoals.

TheU.S.madeanumber ofseriousanddifficult-
to-forgive mistakesinits foreign policy since
theend of WorldWar II. Onewas the overthrow
ofIran’s elected Prime Minister Mohammad
Mossadeghin 1953. Otherswerethe Vietnam
War and the overthrow of the governments
of Guatemala and Chile. Among the most
recentwas President Trump’s decision to
take the U.S.outofthe JCPOA.“There may be
some U.S.sanctions unrelated to the JCPOA
thatwillbekept,butmostU.S.sanctions have
been counterproductive by strengtheningthe
political power ofthe hard-linersinIranwho
donotwanttonegotiate overanything,” Hippel
tellsthe Tehran Times.

Accordingto Hippel, Americanhard-linerslike
sanctions forthe samereason. “So,in general,
[thinkthatsanctionsare counterproductive.”
ThelIranian Parliamentvoted on December
linfavorofabill called “Strategic Action to
LiftSanctionsand Safeguard Interests of the
Iranian People,” which tasked the government
tosuspend more commitments under the
JCPOA.

Iranian lawmakers consider the move as
anopportunity given to the Western side to
facilitate Iran’s oil sales and normalize its
bankingtieswiththe world intwomonths.
Confirming the failure of the American
campaign to cripple Iran’s economy, the

American physicistsaysthat “inmostcases, [
think U.S.forcingcompaniesinothercountries
tojoinin U.S.sanctions by forcing them to
choosebetweenthe U.S.and Iran’s marketis
notagoodidea”

Somepolitical observersbelievethat America’s
pressure policies against other countries
heraldadecline of U.S.hegemony,asitlackssoft
powerandisbeingforcedtoresorttosanctions
pressuretoimposeitswill.

“The U.S. made a number of serious and
difficult-to-forgive mistakes in its foreign
policy since the end of World War II. One was
the overthrow ofIran’selected Prime Minister
Mohammad Mossadegh in 1953,” Hippel
says,adding, “Others were the Vietnam War
and the overthrow of the governments of
Guatemalaand Chile. Amongthe mostrecent
was President Trump’sdecisiontotakethe U.S.
outofthe]JCPOA”

Besidestheinternational crisesthatthe Trump
administrationleftfor]oe Biden, the U.S.today
facesmultipledomesticproblemssuchasracial
discriminationandinternal division.

“The U.S.isinvery serious troubleinternally
butlhope we will be able to deal with our
problems ofpolitical division and inequality;”
Hippelnotes.
HopingthattheU.S.canplayaleadingroleinthe
world,the Americanacademicemphasizesthat
theU.S.shouldnotunilaterally try toimposeits
willonother countries.

“We canplayaleadingrolebutwe should not
actunilaterally againstother countries,” Hippel
suggests.

While Iranianauthorities are highly skeptical
ofthenewU.S.administration’sdesiretorejoin
theJCPOA and liftthe sanctions, Hippel, who
now teaches at Princeton University, argues
thatthe Biden administrationis serious to
renter the deal butitneeds to move more
rapidly.

However,some observerssay thatthenuclear
dealisdead since Trump pulled Washington
outofthe pact. Theyalso say some European
countriesarenow tryingtoimpose new terms
onthe deal,amove that can complicate the
situationduetoIran’srefusaltorenegotiate the
termsofthedeal.

Inaregion whererespect, orthelack ofit,isas powerful as

aphysical punch, US President]oe Biden's press secretary

justlanded a sharpjab onthejaw of Saudi Arabia's heir

apparent.

When answering a question Tuesday
aboutwhen Biden would talk to the desert
kingdom's Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman, known as MbS, Press Secretary Jen
Psakireplied: "We've made clear from the
beginning that we're going torecalibrate our
relationship with Saudi Arabia."

"And partofthatis goingbackto engagement,
counterpartto counterpart. The President's
counterpartis King Salman, and [ expect
that, in appropriate time, he would have
a conversation with him. I don't have a
prediction of the timeline on that," she said,
CNNreported.

Whether strict protocol or intended
diminution of MbS's ranking, the move
reflects Biden's public disapproval of the
ruler in waiting whom the CIA concluded
would have known of plans thatresultedinthe
killing of Washington Post columnistJamal
Khashoggiin October2018.

Onthe campaign trail, Biden said he would
treat Saudi Arabia asa "pariah." His NSA
pick, Avril Haines, says she will make public
areporton Khashoggi's brutal murder at
the hands of Saudi agents inside the Saudi
consulateinIstanbul, Turkey.

Psaki may have also been diplomatically
indicating an end to the cozy and corner-
cutting relationship which MbS enjoyed
under former President Donald Trump. The
unpredictable prince often bypassed the State
Departmentthrough phone callsand dinners
with Jared Kushner, Trump's son-in-law and
specialadviser onthe Middle East.

ThatMbS hasbeen put onnotice so publicly
will be an embarrassmenthe can'thide, but
itdoesn'tmeanhewon'tbeinonBiden's calls
withthe King.

MbS is the power behind the monarchy and
the vision shaping the country's future. To
assume that MbS won'tknowwhat Biden says

tothe Kingor won'thelp shapereplies would
be anunderestimation ofhis sway.
Astarkrecentexample of MbS's powerbehind
the throne played outlate mid-November
lastyear. Israelisourcesleaked that Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had met with
MbS in the kingdom, marking a massive
diplomatic shift. Multiple Saudi ministers
denied it publicly and privately. Experienced
Saudiwatchers believe this was because
MbShadnottold his father about the hugely
sensitive visitand needed to cover his tracks.
Butperhapswhatinterests President Biden
isnottheimpactthe diplomatic putdown
willhave inside the kingdom, buthow it will
resonate around therestofthe world.
Acentral theme of his maiden presidential
foreign policy speech earlier this month was
theupholdingofhumanrights,and the power
thatflows fromit.

"Defending freedom. Championing
opportunity. Upholding universal rights.
Respectingtherule oflaw. And treating every
personwithdignity. That'sthe grounding wire
of our global policy. Our global power. That's
ourinexhaustible source of strength," he said.
With that strength, Biden plans to harness
the help ofallies to contain China, his biggest
foreign policy challenger.

"We'll confront China's economic abuses,
counterits aggressive, coercive action to
pushbackon China'sattackonhumanrights,
intellectual property, and global governance,"
he continued.

Asoutlined by Australia's ex-Prime Minister
KevinRuddinarecentForeign Affairsarticle,
Biden will use his "Democracy Summit" this
year to focus on Chinainan effortto crimp
Beijing's growing power.

Little surprise then that getting tough on
Saudji, afriend and relative minnow in the sea
of challenges he faces from China, has sprung
soreadily from Biden's playbook.

Telling the Saudis that he'd no longer
back their war in Yemen, including selling
precision-guided bombs thathelped make
thatmilitary campaign possible, was one of
Biden's first foreign policy shakeups. He said
he'd only supportthem diplomatically.
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