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Heads of Russia, Iran
railways discuss North-
South Corridor

Oleg Belozyorov, President of Russian
Railways, and Saeed Rasouli, Head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Railways (RAI),
held talks on ways to expand cooperationin
completing the International North-South
TransportCorridor (INSTC).

Duringthe Thursday meeting, the twosides
highlighted the role of the international
corridorinspeedingup transportation
of commodities, and discussed methods
to remove obstacles in the way of
implementingtheimportantroute.
Russian and Iranian officials held several
talks to review construction of the
international project, whichis economically
importantforthe three countries of Russia,
The Republicof Azerbaijanand Iran.

Iran's Ambassador to Moscow Kazem
Jalali has said thatthe two sides agreed
upon utilizing a substitute route until the
170-kilomtere-long Rasht-Astararailroad
would be completed in the future. The
temporary substitute route would be a
combination of road, railway and ship
transportation, headded.

Experts are of the opinion that the
completion of the International North-
South Transport Corridor,whichis goingto
connectRussiaand Eastern Europeto India
and China through Iran, will help thrive
economy ofthe Islamic Republic.
Therailroad begins from Chinaand passes
from India to Pakistan and then Iran,butthe
only partthatisneeded to connect Russia
toFinland in Eastern Europe is the Rasht-
Astararailway, whichistobe constructed.

Importofbasicgoods via
Chabahar portup 71%:
Official

The Director-General of Sistan and
Baluchestan Ports and Maritime
Department General said thatimport of
basic goods and commodities through
Chabahar Portregistered a 71 percent
growthin currentyear (started Mar. 21,
2020).

Behrouz Aghaei made the remarks on
Thu. and reiterated that transit of goods
and importofbasiccommodities through
Iran’slargest oceanic portshowed a 95
and 71 percentgrowth inthe currentyear
respectively.

As one of the important ports in the
southeastofthe country,Chabahar Porthas
aspecial placeinIran’sexchangeswith other
countriesintheregion due toits strategic
locationand access tointernational open
waters, headded.

Chabahar portisalinkingbridge of regional
interactions, he said, adding, “This portis
anew hub for the exportofvarious Iranian
goods, sothatnotonly these goods enter
Chabahar from eastern regions of the
country, butalso products are exported
from northwest and central part of the
country through this excellentgeographical
location.”

He further noted thatthe importofbasic
goods and products through this strategic
port has registered a considerable 71
percent growth in the current year as
comparedtoayearearlier.
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manufacturing passenger, cargo wagons’

Iranian Transport and Urban

Development Minister Mohammad

Eslami has said that the country will

become independent in terms of

manufacturing passenger and cargo

\
M
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Wt

\
\

wagons. ’j
“Through the
hard work
and efforts of
the country’s
NEWS industrialists in
Ll L differentsectors
we have managed to
indigenize the technology p A i
formanufacturingmany made wagon brake themacropoliciesofthe andtheimportsofhigh-
parts, equipment, and system and wheels in Iranian governmentas quality equipmentand
machinery”,theminister early December 2020, ithasbeenemphasized partshavebecomemore
reiterated. Head of the Islamic by the general policies difficult.
“We must appreciate Republic of Iran of the Sixth Five-Year Asaresult, the domestic
these efforts for self- Railways (known as National Development manufacturingofparts
sufficiency and, by RAI)SaeedRasoulisaid Plan(2016-2021). and equipment, rail
strengthening our thatthelranianrailway In this regard, the tracks, wagons, and
industrialinfrastructure, industry has become railway industry has locomotiveshasbeenput
makelranoneofthemost completely self-reliant been strongly seeking ontheagendafor many
powerful and leading inmanufacturingfreight self-sufficiency after Iraniancompaniesand
countries,and increase wagons. the U.S.imposed anew self-relianceisnowbeing
ourrevenues’headded. Thedevelopmentofthe round of sanctions on witnessedinmany ofthe
Inanunveilingceremony railway sectorisoneof the Iranian economy mentionedsectors.
for the domestically-
40idle mines revived in .th.e province, v.vith a nominal capacity of 24 idle_srrllall-scal(-.:‘ mines. acrossthe co.untry.
. . million tons, which constitute three percent  Reviving 200 idle mines and settingup 25
in Sistan-Baluchestan ofminerals extraction capacityinthecountry. processingunits have been planned for the
Province The official said thatover 7,000 personsare currentIranianyear (ends on March 20,

Asannounced by a provincial official, 40
idle mines have been revived in Sistan-
Baluchestan Province, in the southeast of
Iran, since thebeginning ofthe currentIranian
calendaryear (March 20,2020).

MandanaZanganeh, the deputy governor-
general ofthe province for economicaffairs,
said thatthereare currently 384 active mines

workingin the mines ofthe province.
According to the available statistics, the
number ofactive minesin the countryismore
than 5,600 mines, from which an average
of 400 million tons of various minerals
are extracted annually, and the share of
construction materialsis estimated at 60 to
65 percent.

Currently, 257 mines are beingequipped as
partofacomprehensive program forreviving

2021).Lastyear, 146 mines were revived
throughoutthe country.

According to the information released
by Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Developmentand Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO), the most small-scale inactive
mines are located in Khorasan Razavi
Province and the least of them are located
inthe south of Kerman Province and North
Khorasan Province.

Domestic production
inmining sector saves
Irannearly $1b

Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development  and Renovation
Organization (IMIDRO) has announced
that domestic production and
indigenizing technology in the mining
sector has saved Iran nearly $1 billion
duringthe currentIranian calendaryear

(beganon March 20,2020).

The organization hasalso announced that
the domestic production policy followed
up by nine large mining companies
saved the country $350 million during
the firsthalf of the currentyear (March
20-September21,2020).

Thismonth lastyear, the previous head
of IMIDRO, which is the country’s major
state-owned holdingactive in the mining
sector,announced the organization’s top

10targetstobe followed up through some
programs for domestic production of
partsand equipmentused in the mining
sectoraswell asindigenizing required
technology ofthis sector.

The Ministry of Industry, Mining and
Trade had announced in the last August
thatit had a comprehensive plan for
domestic production of required parts
and equipment, and about $3.3 billion
wasallocated to this plan.
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Iranianports’ capacity

The capacity of Iranian ports
is expected to increase to
280 million tons by the end of
the current government's
incumbency (early August),
according to the head of the
country’s Ports and Maritime
Organization (PMO).Mohammad
Rastad putthe currentloading
and unloading capacity of the
country’s portsat 250 million
tons, IRIB reported.“We have
signed 300 contracts with the
private sector for conducting

development projects
including the construction of

46
tohit280mtonsby structures, equipment, and
August eveninfrastructure in ports,”

Rastad said.According to
the official the private sector
has currently invested over
160 trillion rials (about $3.8
billion) in the country’s ports.
Mentioning the restrictions
created by the U.S.sanctionsin
the country’sportsand maritime
activities, the official said: “In
all areas which were affected
by the U.S.sanctions we tried to
rely on domesticcapacitiesand
managedtokeepthe portsactive
and the country’simportsand
exportsafloat”
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Oilproduction
by Iranrises
62,000bpd
inJanuary:

OPEC

Iran produced 2.084
million barrels per
day (bpd) of crude oil
inJanuary, registering
a62,000-bpdincrease
compared to the last
monthof2020,according
to OPEC’slatestmonthly
report published on
Thursday.

Based on secondary
sources, Iran had
produced 2.022 million
bpd of crude oil in
December2020.
Thereportputaverage
[ranian crude output for
thelastquarterof2020
at1.992 million barrels
perdayindicatinganear
44,000-bpd increase
compared to the figure
forthethird quarterofthe
saidyear.
[ranianaverage crude oil
productionstoodat1.985
million bpd in 2020,
accordingtothereport.
Accordingtosecondary
sources, 13 OPEC
members produced a
total 0f 25.496 million
barrels of oilinJanuary,
up from 25.315 million
barrels in December
2020.
The country’s heavy
crude oil prices also
increased $5.18 in
January to register
a 10.5-percent rise
compared to December
2020,based onthe OPEC
report.
[ransolditsheavy crude
oilat$454.38 perbarrel
inthementioned month,
comparedtoDecember’s
$49.2 perbarrel.
The country’s average
heavy crude price
was $62.61 since the
beginningof2020upto
thereport’s publishing
date.
OPECBasketpricesalso
rose over 10 percentto
$54.38abarrelinJanuary,
up $5.21 from December
2020.
Initsreport, OPEC has
put the average global
demand foroilin2021
at96.005 millionbarrels
per day, which is 5.79
millionbarrelsmorethan
thefigurefor2020.
In addition to the
devastating impacts
of the coronavirus
pandemicon the global
oil industry which
resultedinthedrasticfall
inoil prices, the Iranian
oilindustryhasalsobeen
under pressure fromthe
U.S.effortstoisolate the
countrybyre-imposing
sanctions.
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ETEN
TRGCAchieves
Fixed, Mobile
Defense Power:
Commander

The modern tactics
employed in a war
game launched by the
IRGC Ground Force in
southwestIranattestto
its capabilities in fixed
andmobile defense onthe
ground, IRGC Commander
Major General Hossein
Salamisaid.Speaking to
reportersonthesidelines
of the drill, codenamed
“Payambar-e Azam 16
(The Great Prophet)”,
Major General Salamisaid
on Thursday thatthe drill
involvedacombination of
moderntactics tohitthe
enemy’s fixed and mobile
targets.
“The IRGC Ground Force
has obtained the offense
power with the use
of all systems and has
achieved the fixed and
mobile defense power
onthegroundagainstthe
enemies,’thecommander
added.
Themilitaryexerciseinthe
southwestern province
of Khuzestan involved
various IRGCunitssuchas
theinfantry,commandos,
special forces,armored
divisions,artillery, missile
and drone units, and
ground force airborne
troops.
Iran’s Armed Forceshold
routinemilitary exercises
throughouttheyear.
Iranian officials have
repeatedly underscored
thatthe country will not
hesitate to strengthen
its military capabilities,
includingitsmissile power,
whichare entirely meant
for defense, and that
Iran’s defense capabilities
will be never subject to
negotiations.
Yemenistarget
Saudiairbase
withballistic
missile

Yemeni armed forces
have reportedly fired a
ballistic missile at King
Khalid Air Base in Saudi
Arabia, inretaliation for
adevastatingwarled by
thekingdomagainstthe
impoverished country.
AccordingtoLebaneseal-
Mayadin TV, the Yemeni
armed forces issued a
statement  Thursday
evening announcing
amissileattack on King
Khalid Air Base in Saudi
Arabia.
The statement said the
ballisticmissile was fired
at the Khamis Mushait
regioninSaudiArabiaand
thatSaudidefense missile
systems were unable to
interceptthestrike.
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Biden adm. still to concludeits policies:
FM Zarif

Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammad Javad Zarif

emphasized thatthe Biden administration hasyetto conclude
itspolicies, butIran pursues clear-cut policies in respectofits
commitmentsunderthe 2015nuclear deal.

Zarif made the remarks in an exclusive interview with Phoenix
Chinese News and Entertainment Channel on Thursday, noting
thatIran would not take the first step to come back to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), butitis the United States,
who should showits compliance with the deal.

Referringto the factthatIran will return toits previous situation

Iran weighing importof Indian, Chinese

vaccines: Official

under the JCPOA if the USlifts sanctions, the foreign minister
warned the American authorities that they should be cautious
about Iranians’ reaction before taking any stance on the
international agreement.Asked about US Presidentjoe Biden'’s
remark that Washington will not take the first stop to come back
tothedeal, Zarifnoted, “Ibelieve thatthe Americans have notyet
concluded and finalized their policiesand because of thatreason
the White House will inevitably revise Biden’s stances several
times."Itis clear thatthe United States pulled out of the JCPOA; so,
thisisthe country, which should stop policies thatarein violation
ofthenuclearaccord and lift sanctions, he added.Answering a
question on the possibility ofa standstill in negotiations on the
JCPOA, the Iranian top diplomatsaid that Iran will not concede

its rights, emphasizing that
thereisnodeadlockinholding
negotiations.

He went on to say that the
American statesmen are
reviewingtheir policiesatthe
presenttimeandthereisaclear
choiceinfrontofthem, and that
President Biden is of the opinion
thathis predecessor Donald Trump’s
policies were wrong; so, the only path out of

the Trump policyislifting of sanctionsand suchasituation does not
need any step or concession fromthe Iranianside.

NEWS

Russiahopes for compromise
before Irandeadline

Iranis mullingimportoftwo kinds of COVID19-

vaccines from India and China in addition to Y
the import of Sputnik V from Russia and the P

co-production of the Russianvaccine inside the

county by the end of the [ranian calendar year
(March2021,20),ahealth official says.

Head of Iran's

ISFA“AN Health Ministry
N E w s Public Relations

NEWS Office Kianoush
o [ Jahanpour told
IRNA on Friday

that Iran is weighing
importof Bharat Biotech

Russiahopesthatthere maybe acompromise on
JCPOAbefore February 21, when Tehranis expected
to further easerestrictionsonitsnuclear program,
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov
said Thursday.

"There isn't a lot of time, considering that
on February 21, in accordance with the law
adopted by Iran, the country will take the next
step toward reducingits obligations, which were
accepted voluntarily. It would be good to find
some compromise thatwould help avoid further
escalation before thatdeadline,” Ryabkovtold a
press conference,according to Sputnik.

The priorityis toreverse US withdrawal from the
JCPOA aswell as US sanctions against Iran, the
deputy minister said.

"Itis probablyimpossible todoitall atonce, butit

and Sinopharm vaccines
respectively from India
and China as Tehran’s
attemptto overcome the
COVID-19 pandemic.

He noted that the
import of the vaccine
to the country requires
permission from the Food
and Drug Administration;
therefore, no vaccine
would be purchased
without such a
permission.

The Russian Sputnik Vhas
sofarattainedthelicense,
hesaid,addingthatsome

other companies have
sent their documents
to be evaluated by Drug
and Biological Materials
Qualification Commission
of Iran Food and Drug

Administration (IFDA).
China’s Sinopharm
Company has sent

most of its documents,
and its vaccine needs
to be approved by the
IFDA, Jahanpour said,
anticipating that one
or two foreign-made
vaccines would be allowed
tobeusedinlIran.

A dose of the Sputnik
V vaccine has been
delivered to the
laboratory of the IFDA
tobe examinedin terms
of its conformity to the
provided documents, he
mentioned.The SputnikV
isthe only vaccine, which
has been authorized in
Iran. The Islamic Republic
signed an agreement
with Russia’s Gamaleya
Research Institute to
importtwo million doses
ofthe vaccine, which will
beimported gradually.

The Ministry of Health
and Medical Education of
Iran has announced that
1.3 million Iranians will
getshots of coronavirus
vaccine until March 20.

Health staff, including
personnel of ICU and
then other healthcare
workforce, are the first
groups to get doses of
the COVID-19 vaccinein
Iran; old peopleand those
who are suffering from
underlyingand incurable
diseases are the next
groupsto gettheshots.

Parl. supports tightening
Iran-China strategicties:
Speaker

The Iranian parliament speaker sent
greetings for Chinese New Year to the
Chairman of the Standing Committee of
the National People's Congress and the
Chairman ofthe Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference.

The Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibafhas senttwo
separate messages to Li Zhanshu, Chairman
ofthe Standing Committee of the National

People's Congress, and Wang Yang, the
Chairman ofthe Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference, to congratulate
themontheadventofthe Chinese New Year.
Ghalibafreferred to his previous talks
with Mr. Li Zhanshu and said, "I would
like to stress the common belief of the
two countries' parliaments on the
developmentand expansion of friendly
cooperationinvarious fields, whichisone
ofthe strategic principles of foreign policy
inthe country."He further elaborated in
his message thatthe Iranian parliament

"supports any action to strengthen the
strategic relationship” between Iran
and China.Furthermore, the Iranian
parliament speaker said in his message to
Mr. Wang Yang that "l would like to stress
the common belief of the parliaments of
the two countries on the development
and expansion of friendly cooperation in
various fields, whichis one of the strategic
principles of foreign policy in the country.
Iam confident that through jointefforts
we will see a new chapter of shared
cooperation.”

TRGC wrapsup successful
wargame in southwestern

Iran

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
Ground Force has successfully completed
awar gameinthesouthwestern province
of Khuzestan.

Thedrill, codenamed “Payambar-e Azam
16 (The Great Prophet)”, came to an
end early on Friday after the military

exercisesachieved all their purposes.

The wargame involved various IRGC
units such as the infantry, commandos,
special forces, armored divisions,
artillery, missile and drone units, and
ground force airborne troops.

According to IRGC Ground Force’s
commander, Brigadier General
Mohammad Pakpour, the drill aimed at
assessingthelatestachievementsand

capabilities of the forces and equipment
and their operational power.

Iran’s Armed Forces hold routine military
exercises throughouttheyear.

Iranian officials have repeatedly
underscored that the country will
nothesitate to strengthen its military
capabilities, includingits missile power,
whichare entirely meantfordefense,and
thatIran’s defense capabilities will be
never subjecttonegotiations.

would be wrongto delay. We are openly telling this
to Americans," Ryabkovsaid.

To avoid arguments over who should act first, it
would bereasonable to plan simultaneous actions
of Washingtonand Tehran, Ryabkovadded.
Aftertheillegitimate US exit from the JCPOA in May
2018, the three European signatories to the deal
remained indifferentto makingup for Iran’slosses.
Amid the Europeans’lackofaction, Irantook 5
stepstoreduceits commitments to the deal while
vowingthatitwill reverse the courseas soonasthe
other partieslive up to their commitments under
theaccord.

The Iranian parliament passed abill, dubbed the
Strategic Action Plan to Counter Sanctionsin early
last December, settinga Feb. 21 deadline for Biden
toliftthe US sanctions. Otherwise, Iran will halt
implementing the additional protocol.

Producinglarge vesselson
IRGC Navyagenda: Tangsiri

The commander of the IRGC navy said the
production oflarge vesselsis on the agenda, and
the process of producing these vesselsis already
underway.

TheIRGCNavy Commander Rear Admiral Ali Reza
Tangsiritold MNA correspondentthatthe IRGCnavy
isconstructingequipmentand vessels ontheirown
fortheir own useinline with the guidelines of the
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolutioninnamingthisyear
asthe “The Year of Boosting Production oraLeapin
Production”,and his stressonthe supportforIranian
products.

Admiral Tangsiri also said that they are also
cooperating with the Ministry of Defense onjoint
projects,adding thattheir own projectsare going
ahead as planned and "fortunately that we have
made greatprogress.”

The commander of the IRGC Navy underscored
that "We have the production of large vessels on
theagendaandthesevesselsarebeingproducedin
differentnumbersandsizes," adding, "Wealsohave
been producing other equipment, some of which
cannotbementioned due to security reservations,

andyouwillhearabouttheminthe future."

Positive Views of US Republican
Party Slide since November: Poll

The USRepublican Party'simage among American voters
has ticked downward since the November elections,
accordingtoanew poll.

Thirty-seven percent ofrespondentsin the Gallup survey
said theynowhave a favorable view ofthe party, down from
43 percentin November. Positive views for the Democrats
Party, meanwhile, rose to 48 percent during the same time
period, an uptick from 45 percentin November, The Hill
reported.

The GOP's decline has mainly been caused by its own
members, the poll found. Just 78 percent of voters who
identified as Republicans now say they view the partyina
positive light, compared to 90 percentin November.
Thelasttime the Republican Party's favorability rating
dipped below 40 percent was in January 2019 during a
government shutdown amid gridlockin Congress over

agovernment spending bill and funding for former US

president Trump's requested border wall. The lowest =

Gallup has ever tracked the GOP's approval rating was
whenitfellto 23 percentin the fall of 2013 after a similar
shutdown over congressional debate of the Affordable Care
Actduring former President Obama's tenure.

The November elections handed Democrats the White
House and a slim majority in the Senate, while they
maintained control ofthe US House.

Republicansin both chambers have been divided over
whether to embrace Trump's unproven claims of an
election "stolen" from him and how much influence he
should have over the party moving forward.
Followingariotby Trump supportersatthe US Capitol on
Jan.6,10 House Republicansjoined Democratsin voting
toimpeach Trump on one article of inciting insurrection
againstthe government.

Duringthe firstday of his trial in the Senate on Tuesday, six

(o ALs we R

Republican
senators voted with Democrats

inthe upper chamber, saying they believe animpeachment

trial ofaformer presidentis constitutional.

The Gallup poll was conducted Jan. 21 through Feb. 2 with

amargin of error of 4 percentage points.
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IRGC chiefwarns enemies of Iran’s defensive

firepower

The commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC)
says theill-wishersand enemies of Iran should be afraid of the country’s
defensive might,a glimpse of which has been showcased in the recent
military drills.Major General Hossein Salami made the remarks on Friday
onthesidelines ofawargame,codenamed “Payambar-e Azam 16 (The Great

Prophet)”,whichwasheld by IRGC Ground Force in the southwestern province

20000 Rials

of Khuzestan.He said the Iranian armed forces have always kept their spiritof "authority, defense,

resistanceand aggression"againstthe enemies,adding, “The enemy should takealesson from the
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firepower showcased by the Iranian forces during ‘The GreatProphet’drill.”

Parl. supports tightening Iran-China
strategic ties: Speaker

Islamic Revolution abrilliant example of triumph over

imperialism: American professor

David Yaghoubian, a professor of history at California

State University San Bernardino, tells the Tehran Times

that the Islamic Revolution of Iranin 1979 serves as a

shiningexample forall people and movementsaround the

world who seek to maintain “hard-wonindependence and

sovereignty”.

By Amir Mohammad Esmaeili

Q:Howdid the IslamicRevolutionin Iran change
international politics?
A: The Islamic Revolution challenged the
conventional wisdomregardingrevolutionary
movements, which maintained thatreligion was
notanimportant or critical factorin modern
political struggle. The “neither Eastnor West”
stance of the [slamic Republicalso challenged
the Cold War-eranotion that there were only
tworecognized and “acceptable” political blocs
and powerfully illustrated how anon-aligned
nation could chartits own political and social
destiny while maintaining its sovereignty and
rights. Moreover, the elimination of the United
States presenceinIranand constantmeddling
inlranianinternal politics marked anew era of
anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist revolutionary
activism, which drew directinspiration from
Imam Khomeiniand the Iranian people.

Q: What is the significance of the Iranian
revolution?

A: The significance of the Iranian Islamic
Revolution, in essence, is thatitdemonstrated
(and continues to demonstrate) the limits of
imperialism and colonialism in the face of a
unified national movementseekingtoacquireand
maintain politicalindependence, sovereignty,and
theretention ofindigenousreligious, cultural,and
socialvalues. The Iranianrevolution servesasa
shiningexample ofanti-royalist, anti-imperialist
popularactivism, as well as the shortand long-
term advantages of national self-reliance for
peoples and movements seeking to maintain
hard-wonindependenceand sovereignty.

Q: What were the unique characteristics of the
IslamicRevolution?

A: Onthenationallevel, the revolution brought

together Iranians of all backgrounds to
collectively oppose the Pahlaviregime and its
American enablers, which rendered the Shah’s
military strength and U.S. backing essentially
irrelevant. Thus it is a brilliant example
ofindigenous popular will triumphing over
authoritarianism and imperialism. On a global
level, therevolution’s core message of Islamic
unity and anti-imperialism resonated deeply
outside ofIranand served asanarguablymodular
approach for othersocieties to emulate in their
quest forjustice, dignity, independence, and
sovereignty.

Q: Whatimpacts have the Islamic Revolutionhad
onWestAsiaand theIslamicworld atlarge?
A:In the context of the above response, the
example setby the [ranian people and Iran’s
revolutionary leadership understandably
struck fear deep into the hearts and minds of
despotickingsand tyrantsthroughout West Asia,
mostof whom sought assistance to maintain
theirabusive andillegitimate rule by forging or
further enhancingtheir militaryand intelligence
relationships with western governments, most
importantly the United States and the United
Kingdom. After Saddam Hussein and his Arab,
American,and Europeanallies and suppliers
learned the hard way that the [slamic Republic
of [ranwasbothimpenetrable and indivisible,
yetanother wave of shockand fearled the rancid
monarchies of the region to shortsightedly
doubledown ontheirinvestmentin foreignarms,
foreigntechnology, foreign advising, and foreign
“security””

Through the present they continue to investin
foreign “security” atthe expense (and in many
ways, in fear) of their own people, prohibiting
anyreal chance to forge genuine societal unity,
to develop a capacity for self-reliance through
diversification, or to assure the perpetuation
oftheir ruling systems. Regarding the latter, in
my view, itisnow only a matter of time before
their people collectively act to chart their own
destiny withoutdecrepitroyalist orimperialist
handsontheirshoulders,and the Iranian Islamic
Revolution can thankfully serve as both an
inspiration,aswellasaprovenroad map.

Encyclopedia of Tranian herbs, medicinal plants

unveiled

Anencyclopediaofherbsand medicinal plants endemicto

Iranwas unveiledinaceremony.

In this line, data related to 7,400
different plantsin the fields of botany
and ecology, pharmaceutical plants,
and edible plants have been gathered
inthe encyclopediaalong with some
9,000 pictures, ISNAreported.

In terms of pharmaceutical use, the
plantshavebeen categorized into 135
sections. Forinstance, thereare 73
plants effective inloweringblood sugar.
Some 2,300 species of medicinal plants
are cultivated across Iran, of which
1,738 species are endemic species,
Tarahom Behzad, deputy director of
the Forests, Ranges, and Watershed
Management Organization, has said.
Ofthe 8,425 speciesofherbsidentified
inthe country, 2,300 have medicinal,
aromatic, and cosmetic properties, he
added.

Iran earns some $500 million annually
by exporting medicinal herbs,
Mohammad Hassan Asareh, an official
with the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology said.

About $350 million of the revenue is

related to saffronand therestisrelated
toothermedicinal herbs, he noted.

A 10-year plan for the development
oftechnological activities in the field
of medicinal plants and the growth
of herbal industrial products was
prepared by the headquarters for
developing medicinal herbs.
Theplanisconsideredasaroadmapin
the field of medicinal plants industry,
accordingto the Vice Presidency for
Science and Technology.

According to this program, the most
important medicinal plants with
useful properties areidentified, then
knowledge-based, creative, and
technology companies thatare active
intheindustryare supported.
Inorderto determine the appropriate
indicators for control and expert
supervision in the process of
production of seeds and seedlings of
medicinal plantsand the development
ofrequired standards, the roadmap was
developed.

The main activities of the project
are carried out in three fields, one
of whichis theregistration of plant
geneticresources,indigenousandlocal
cultivars of medicinal plants.

Iran envoy: US must
takefirststep

Iranian Ambassador and
Permanent Representative to
the UN Majid Takht Ravanchi
on Tuesday said that the
US has violated the United
Nations Security Council
Resolution 2231 and the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
akaJCPOA ssoithasto take the
firststeptomendit.

Inaninterview with FRANCE 24
media, Takht Ravanchi stated
thatthe US must take the first

steptoreturntothe JCPOA.

He wentonto say thatitwasnot
Iranthathadleftthe negotiating
table of the nuclear deal
(JCPOA).

The commitment they made
to Iran was not fulfilled, he
said, adding thatIran had no
other option buttoreduce its
obligations under Article 36 of
the JCPOA.

Iran waited ayear after thatthe
USillegally withdrew from the
JCPOA, he said, noting that the
other participants to the deal
suggested thatIran would not

leave the deal aside.
Iraniansdonotbelievein the
US, hesaid, adding thatthe US
mustliveup toits obligations
toincrease the trustamongthe
nation of Iran.
Whenitcomestoreturningto
the JCPOA,itmeans thatthe US
musthonorits commitments, he
underlined.

The US hasviolated the United
Nations Security Council
Resolution 2231 and the JCPOA,
hesaid, noting thatitis crystal
clearwhatcountry musttake the
firststep.
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