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Attraction

SINETINS )
Troglodyte
Village of
Kandovan

Modern-day cave dwell-

ers carve elaborate
homes out of volcanic

debris.

Tucked away in the
remote northwest
corner of Iran is
a village where
residents live as
modern-day cave
dwellers. Current
residents of
Kandovan, a tourist
village in the province
of East Azerbaijan,
claim thattheirvillage
ismorethan 700years
old. It was created,
they say, when those
fleeingthe advancing
Mongol army took
to the caves to hide.
The homes are known
as “karan” in the
local Turkic dialect,
aword thatroughly
translates as the
plural of beehive.

The Kandovanvillage
has an unusual look
that resembles a
gigantic termite
colony more than it
doestraditional caves.
The structures were
formed by ash and
debris from Mount
Sahand when the
now-dormantvolcano
erupted sometime in
thelast11,000 years.
Over the course of
thousands of years,
theashhardened and
was carved out by
the elements. In the
surrounding region,
the ash blanketed
the land in a more
traditional pattern.
Over the years, the
people of the village
have expanded their
residences. Now,
most cave dwellings
range from two to four
stories complete with
living areas, astorage
room and an animal
shelter. Many have
porches, windows,
doors and stairwells
carvedintotherock.
The caves are some
of the most energy
efficient homes on
Earth, with the rock
providing adequate
insulation to keep the
interiors comfortable
throughoutthelong
cold season. The
homes also remain
coolinthe summer.
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Isfahan : Half'the World

Isfahan was once one of the
largest and most important
citiesin Central Asia, positioned
asitisatthe crossroadsofthe
mainnorth-south and east-west
trade routes thatcross Central
Asia. The city was the splendid
capital of the Seljuqand Safavid
dynasties, and is renowned
forits beauty, which has given
rise tothe [ranian saying that
“Isfahanishalfthe world”.

Commerce has always been central
tothe growth of Isfahan, to the extent
thatthe Safavid Shah Abbas(1588-
1629) effectively re-routed the Silk
Road through Isfahan and made the
city his capital so thathis empire would
enjoy a trading monopoly. By the
seventeenth century, the city attracted
notonly European merchantsbutalso
missionaries and mercenaries, as it
became areligiously tolerant center of
mercantile and diplomatic activity in
which merchants and travelers froma
variety of culturesand religions rubbed
shoulders.

Isfahan first rose to international
prominence as the capital of the great
Seljuq Empire (1038-1194) which
stretched from Central Asia to Syria.
The Seljugs had ahuge impacton the
culturaland architectural development
ofthe city,and the consolidation of their
empire wasalso significantin unifying
aterritory thathad been competed for
by diverse ethnic groupsin central Asia
for centuries; mainly, Arabic, Turkish,
andlocal Iranian peoples. Under the
Seljugs,anew, uniquelyIranian, eastern
Islamic architecture emerged in the
city,and in particular, the traditional
mosquelayout (broughttoIranin 749 by
itsfirstIslamicrulers, the Abbasids) was
replaced by anew design, based around
fouriwans (vasthalls,openatoneend),as
represented inthe GreatFriday Mosque,
the Masjid-i Jami. The Seljuq Turks
excelledinthedesignofverylargevaulted
spacesandinthe decorativearticulation

WHERETO STAY

Tooba Ap Hotel: Good Location
, Good Price

Tooba AP Hotel has been builtin 1998. They
renovateditin 2014. Thisa 1-starapartmenthotel.
Itisintheheartofthe cultural city, Isfahan. There,
you canreach so many historical sightswhichare
withinawalking distance. Hasht Behesht Palace
isonly 900 meters away so thatyou canreach
therein 10 minutes on foot. Si-o-Seh Pol Bridge is
also 850 meters away and youwill getthereinless
than 15 minutes. Moreover, youcanwalkalongthe
beautiful Zayandehrud River whenever you want.
Other close places to mentionare Ali Qapu, Chehel
Sotoun Palace, Flowers Garden, Takhte Foolad
Cemetery,and Vank Cathedral.

Itisa3-floor building with a total number of 12
units. The total number of bedsis 45. The hotel
offerssuites with different capacities of two, three,
and four people. Soyou can have abudget stay at
theunits.

Keepinmind thatitdoesn’thave arestaurant.
Butithas cateringfacilities so that you can cook
whatever you want. Additionally, you can order
food fromrestaurantsaround. Note thatitdoesn’t
have aparkinglot,butyou canusethe free parking
near thehotel. The parkingis open from 8a.m.to
11 p.m.Tooba AP Hotel features facilities like a
24-hour front desk, room service, laundry, lobby,
taxiservice, fax, photocopying, and printer. There
isaprayingroom, too. Each unithasafridge, TV,
telephone, air condition, local and western toilet,
bathroom, kitchen facilities, and slippers.Italso
hasan elevator. Remarkably, prices include the
breakfast.

ofbuildingsinsideand outusing complex
brick patternsand promoted the custom
oforganizingimportanturbanbuildings
aroundanopen,alargerectangulartown
square, knownasamaidan.

The Seljugsalsointroducedlarge domed
chambers into mosques in Iran. The
domed chamber was known in the
western [slamic mosques (Damascus,
Cordoba, and others), where itusually
served asamaqsura,aspacereserved
for the sultan and his court in the
prime positionin front of the mihrab
(thenicheindicating the direction of
prayer toward Mecca.) The Seljugs built
unprecedentedlylarge examplesofthese
domes, the first of which was inserted
inthe GreatFriday Mosque atIsfahanin
1086-7.

The Safavid Empire (1502-1736) sawa
further developmentofIsfahan,although
the city was not chosen straight away
astheimperial capital. Shah Abbas],
whoreigned from 1588to 1629, made
the decision to move the capital from
Qazvin to Isfahanin 1590, motivated
both by the city’s enormous economic
potentialand position atthe crossroads
oftrade and by concerns for security,
givenits centrallocationatasafe distance
fromtroubled borderlands. Favorable
historical associations also setIsfahan
apartfrom other Iranian cities - as the
Seljuq capital,itassociated Abbaswithan
illustrious dynasty of the past.

The Safavids were a local, Iranian
dynasty. Itwas notuntil thereign of Shah
AbbasIthatthe city wasrenovatedina
style thatbroke with Seljuq tradition,
with the construction of many of the
monuments and buildings for which
Isfahanisrenowned today. Wealth and
labor were used to build bridges, roads,
and caravanserais to encourage and
facilitate trade. The imperial household
was transferred there and followed by
merchantsand artisans who relocated
alongwiththem.

Atthe center of the new city,amagnificent
new maidan (city square) was
constructed, some 510 by 158 meters,
named the “Design of the World” Maidan
(Maidan-i Nagsh-iJahan).Its design

united all of the facets of the Safavid polity
into one spatial diagram: worship (the
Shah Mosque), commemoration (the
Mosque of Sheikh Lutfallah), sovereign
administration (the Imperial Palace),and
trade (Qaisariya Bazaar).

AbbasI's designers differentiated the
new city from the old historical center
by organizing the street patterns on
grids that were not oriented toward
Mecca. The old and new maidans were
connected by the winding covered street
ofthe Great Bazaar, which ran for two
kilometersand was covered by high stone
and brick vaults by the order of Abbas
[.Englishand Dutch traderslived near
thebazaar,asIsfahan washome to one of
the EastIndia Company’s warehouses.
Where the Great Bazaar metthe new
maidan, a group ofbuildings were built
constituting the Qaisariya Bazaar (thatis,
theImperial Bazaar; builtand maintained
by the emperor). They housed imperial
manufactures (wholesale silks and
fine textiles, goldsmiths, silversmiths,
jewelers), the state mint, a hospital,
publicbath,and a caravanserai. Unlike
the shopsofthe Great Bazaar, these were
arranged onaregular grid and aligned
withthenewcity. Theirimportancetothe
regime wasrepresented by the Qaisariya
Gateway tothe square; no otherimperial
bazaarinthe Safavid realmhad sucha
monumental entrance.

Anumber of major religious buildings
werealso constructed in Isfahan in this
period; including the Mosque of Sheikh
Lutfallah (1603-1619), conflating the
style ofamausoleumand amosque, and
the Imam Mosque (1611-1666) which
hasatowering 170-foot high-domed
chamber. Unprecedented use of color
dominatesthe decoration ofthe entrance
gateways, domes, minarets,and some
interior spaces of these buildings. The
use of polychromatictile as a surface
ornamentwas known in other periods
ofIranian history, butitwas the Safavids
who established colorful tiling as the
mostsalient characteristic of [ranian
architecture, and this decorative style
reacheditszenithinIsfahan.

Atthecenter
ofthenewcity,
amagnificent
newmaidan
(city

square) was
constructed,
some510 by
158 meters,
namedthe
“Design of

the World”
Maidan
(Maidan-i
Nagsh-i
Jahan).

WHERETO EAT

Sofreh Khaneh Sonnati: On Of
Best Restaurants In Isfahan

If you are visiting Shah square -which one would
definitelydowheninIsfahan-thisplaceisthebestoption
forhavinglunch ordinner. The menu consists of Kebabs.
AbgooshtisaPersian cuisine, whichyoumightwanttotry
andthisplacewillgiveyouagood one.Therearenotables
hereandyouhavetositonabedlike setting, whichmight
be alittle uncomfortable for some, butthe ambiance
(paintings,mosaics,and music) willkeepyousooccupied
sothatyouwillnotnoticethetime passing!
keepinggrace: Greatambiance, tasty food

Ifyouare notnecessarily the intrepid traveler type,
but still feeling quite adventurous food-wise, this
place providesanideal balance. Located inside the
Grand Bazaar, Sofreh Khaneh is popular withlocals
and welcoming towards foreigners. The ambiance is
amazing. Itwas fulland noisy when we stopped by for
lunch. The outdoorseatingareais perfect, whereyoucan
siton one ofthe charpoy-like “bed” for your meal, with
Lotfollah Mosque minaretin thebackground. Themenu
isextensive - the chicken fasenjanisheavenly,and the
kebabisastepup fromregularvariety. We tried the dizi
forthefirsttimehere-whenitcameinapotwithamallet,
theharried waiter waskind enough to demonstrate the
rightwaytoeat.

Travellingwithteen, Oslo, Norway: the Lovely
atmosphereinthebeautifulbazaar

Thiswasone ofthe placeswithalotofatmosphere, view,
culture, and beauty. Sittingin the traditional settings
inthemiddle of 1001 nightsbazaarand amonglovely
Iranian people.Itis popularamongboth touristsand
locals.Good food, butthe beauty of this placeisthe main
reasonitwasanunforgettablelunch. Come early since
thereisaqueueatlunchtime. Enjoy!




Trump Tactic to Sanction Swift May Not Work
The Trump administration abandoned the Iran nuclear deal this
year and is reimposing sanctions. The sanctions leave western
companies and banks with a stark choice. Ifthey do business with
Iran, theylose access to the American marketand financial system.
Notsurprisingly, businesses and banks have been cutting ties with
Iran or shelving plans to invest there. But one important financial
link to the country remains: the financial messaging service that
playsacrucial role in moving money around the international

banking system.

Themessagingserviceisrunbya Belgian cooperative called Swift.
Theservice, whichis owned and used by banks around the world,
playsacentralrolein the flow of moneyacross the globe.

NEWS

Iransigns $7mndeals on herbal

medicines with Uganda, Kenya

CEO ofan Iranian knowledge-based company active
inproduction ofherbal medicines said the company
has signed two agreements amounting to 7$ million
with Ugandaand Kenya.

Hojjatollah Zabihi, the CEO of a knowledge-based
herbal medicines production company, told Mehr
News on Monday that his company has signed a
5$ million agreement with Kenya, and a 2$ million
deal with Uganda for production of Iranian herbal
medicines.

The agreements were signed during the recentvisit
of Vice-President for Science and Technology Sorena
Sattari to the two East African countries. Sattari
was accompanied by a high-ranking delegation
comprised of officials and heads of 70 knowledge-
based companies.

Zabihi said thatunder the agreements, the company
willlaunch five production lines for five different
products in Kenya and Uganda. He added that
three production lines were for ointment, syrup
and capsule, while the other two were for animal
products.

Iran will produce the raw materials for these
production lines for ten years and exportthem to
these two countries, headded.

According to him, two Iranian knowledge-based
companies will take care of the production and
packaging of the medicines. The technical know-
how will be transferred to Uganda and Kenya after
twoyears,headded.

Iranian envoy calls for boosting

Tehran-Damascus economicties
Ambassador of the [slamic Republic of Iran to Syria
Javad Torkabadi expressed Tehran’s readiness to
enhance economictieswith Damascus,and called for
studyingthe conditionsand capacities ofboth sides.
Hemadetheremarksinalate Sunday meeting with
Syriantradersandbusinesspersonsin Damascus.
Torkabadireferred tothe historicaland friendly ties
between the two countries, saying Iranianand Syrian
investorsturned anew pageintheirrelations during
Damascus’sinternational expo, which was held two
monthago.“Thetwosidesneedtodrawdiscreetplans
togetmoreacquainted with eachother’spotentialsina
bidtoexpand mutualeconomicties,”headded.
TheIranian envoy pointed to the upcoming meeting
by Iranianand Syrian investorsin Tehranasagood
opportunity for cementingbilateralrelations.
Earlierthismonth, senior Iranianofficialsalongwitha
numberofcompaniesfromthe private sectorattended
the4th International Trade Exhibition for Rebuilding
SyriainDamascus.

Duringtheevent, Syria’s Electricity Minister Mohamed
ZuhairKharboutlicalled for strengthening cooperation
withIraninthe powersectorsayinglraniancompanies
arealwaysapriorityand the Islamic Republicwillhave
thelion’sshareinreconstruction projectsinthe war-
torncountry.
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effectafter Nov. 4.

Accordingtothe New York Times, because the next wave of United
Statessanctions target financial messaging, Swift now findsitself
under pressure from Washington to disconnect from Iran. Butit
hasnotdone soyet—andtimeisrunning out. Those sanctions take

The Trump administration now has to weigh some tough choices.
[tcould takeahard-edge approachand impose penalties on Swift
orthe banksand people connected to the entity. But that could
unsettle the major financial institutions that own and rely on Swift.
Theimportance ofthe messaging service ishard to overstate. Swift
connectsmorethan 11,000 banksacross more than 200 countries,
and thereis no otherentity that could quickly step in and take its
place, according to Financial Tribune.

Donald Trump’s national security
adviser and arecycled neocon, John
R. Bolton, has taken a hawkish
approachtothe Iransanctions. Last
month, hesaid executivesatentities
like Swift needed to ask whether
doingbusinessinIranwas “worth the
risk.”The European Unionistrying to
maintaintrade and financial connections
with Iranandis actively trying to frustrate
the US’Iran policy. Swift may fear thatrelations with the bloc may
deteriorateifitbowsto Washington. The European Union isworking
onits own payments system to supporttrade with Iran.

Forex Rates Decline Continues in
Tehran Market

The currency marketin Tehran
stabilized further on Sunday
with the USD exchange rate
dropping below the support
level of 140,000 rials. The
greenback was traded for
138,000 rials on the open
market to post the fourth
straight decline. The Euro
changed hands for 160,000
rials--down from 162,400 at
the outsetoftrade.

The benchmark Bhar Azadi gold coin
fetched 43 millionrials ($311) down from
the previous day’s 44 millionrials. The
new bearish climate for foreign exchange
ratescome ontheheelsof somerelatively
positivenewsabouteconomicand political
prospectsdespitethe USsanctionsslated
forNov.4approach.

Newpowersgranted tothe Central Bank of
Iranbythe EconomicCoordination Council
ofthe Heads of the Three Government
Brancheslastmonthtointerveneinthe
forexmarketand CBI'sdecisiontoallow
currency exchange houses to sell hard
currencyupto€5,000toanyonewantingto
buy,aresaid tobeamongpositivemeasures
liftingthe market.

Positive signs from the Guardian Council
thatitislikelytoapprovetheremainingbills
related tolran’s Action Planwith theinter-
governmental Financial Action Task Force
issaid tobeanother factor behind bearish
currency rates,according to Financial
Tribune.

Lawmakers on October 7 passed a
landmarkbill thatallowsIrantojointhe

UN convention thataims to cut terror
financing. The measure, whichwas fiercely
opposed by hardline groups, was passed
by 143 votes to 120 and was the last
piece oflegislation sent by the Rouhani
administration to bring the countryin
line with global standards on countering
the financing of terrorism and money
laundering.

The judiciary has also intensified its
crackdown on illegal activities and
“disruptions”isthe currency marketand
shutmore thanadozen foreign exchange
ratewebsitesinrecentdays.

On Sunday, judiciary spokesman
Gholamhossein Ejei said 196 people
suspected ofundermining the economy
and currency marketin Tehranhad been
arrested.

Thesenior clericwarned those active in
illegal currency trade thatthey would be
prosecuted and face the full force ofthe law.
Therialhitaseriesofrecordlowsand
blowsagainstthe USdollarontheunofficial
marketin the pastsix months, with the

exchangeratereachingashighas 190,000
rialslatelastmonth.

US President Donald Trump’s decision
to withdraw from an international
agreementto curbIran’snuclear program
resulted in new sanctionsimposed on
Iran’sfinancial, auto, aviation and metals
sectors. The US State Departmenthas set
Nov.4 asadeadline for Iranian oil buyers
to completely cuttheir purchases toavoid
sanctions.

President Hassan Rouhaniallocated a
significantportion ofhisaddress on the
occasion ofthenewacademicyearatthe
Universityof Tehranon Sundaytoeconomic
issues, sayingthathe’snotinterestedin
“speechtherapy”insolving the county’s
problems, butbelievedininstillinghope
insociety. Rouhanisaid after the 1979
IslamicRevolution up untilnow, there has
notbeenamorehostile USadministration
towardIranthanthe current White House
occupant. Headded thathis government
remains committed to providing basic
goodsatsubsidizedrates.

Thejudiciary
hasalso
intensifiedits
crackdown
onillegal
activitiesand
“disruptions”
isthe currency
market and
shut more
thanadozen
foreign
exchangerate
websitesin
recent days.
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18 petrochemical projects underway
in Chabahar, Qeshm

Asenior energy official said the governmentis planning to
launch 18 GTX units to convert natural gas to propylene in
Chabaharand Qeshmregionsinabid toincrease the share of
petrochemical productsinthe country’svalue-added chain.
Speakingto Shana, AliMohammad Bossaghzadeh, the director
in charge of projects atthe National Petrochemical Company
(NPC),said some 30 projectsin the petrochemical sector are
currently under construction throughoutthe country with the
aim of completing the petrochemical value-chain.

More than halfofthe projects are based near the southern
strategicportof Chabaharnearthe Seaof Omanand on Qeshm
Island in the Persian Gulf.“Completion of the petrochemical
value-chain is one of the main policies of the National

~

Petrochemical Company, and thisissue hasbecome more
prominentinrecentyears,” the official said.

Headded thatinline with this policy, NPCis trying to diversify

productsinnew projectsand make sure thereisaproduction
chain forend-useritems.Moreover, the officialadded that 10
propane dehydrogenation (PDH) units to convertnatural gas
to propane and polypropylene were being builtin Assaluyeh
and Mahshahr, in southern and southwestern parts of the
country, respectively.
NPC’s projects director further added that many of the
projects, including Lordegan Petrochemical Unit, Olefin
Projectin Illam, Miandoab Petrochemical Plant, Kaveh
Methanol Unitand Phase 1 of Bushehr Petrochemical Plant
areover 90% complete.The developmentofsuch projectsare
vital for fulfilling Iran’s desire to expand the petrochemical
industry.
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Organic Crop Production to Be
Piloted in 4 Provinces of Iran

Fourprovinces ofKhuzestan, Fars,
[sfahan and Zanjan have been
selected for the pilot production
oflicensed organic produce, an
advisortotheagriculture minister
said.“Having great potential in
growingorganiccrops, thepresence
ofknowledgeable farmersinthese
provincesandthetechnical support
lentbyagriculturalunionstothem
are the three reasons why these
provinceswereselected forthe pilot
productionoforganicfood,” Saeed
Saadatwasalso quoted as saying
by IRNA. According to unofficial
estimates, more than 40,000

hectares ofagriculturalland have
beendedicatedtothe productionof
organicfoodinIran.

Farmers who grow organic
produce don’t use conventional
methods to fertilize and control
weeds.Examplesoforganicfarming
practices include using natural
fertilizers to feed soil and plants,
andusingcroprotationormulchto
manageweeds.Iranproduces many
organicproducts,includingbutnot
limited to nuts, barberry, raisins,
pomegranate, olive oil, sunflower
oil, sesame oil, rice, lentil, grains,
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What's News

+Czech
Republic
Lookingto
Strengthen
Iran Business
Ties

High-level private
sector officials of
Iran and the Czech
Republic have met
in Tehran to discuss
bilateral commercial
tiesdespitethelooming
reimposition of US
sanctions.

The Czech
representatives
maintained that they
aim to expand their
economic relations
with the Islamic
Republic.

Chairman of Czech-
Slovak-Iranian
Chamber of Commerce
Jan Kavan, who was
accompanied by the
Central  European
nations'ambassadorto
Iran, Svatopluk Cumba,
metwith the president
of Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture
in Tehran, the official
newswebsite of [CCIMA
reported on Saturday.
During the meeting,
ICCIMA  Chairman
Gholamhossein Shafei
said many Czech
products, especially
glassand crystal goods,
areverypopularamong
Iranian consumers,
Financial Tribune
reported.
"Butit'san utter shame
thatwe seeanumber
of [Czech] companies
cuttingties with Iranian
counterparts after the
US exit from JCPOA,
as this runs counter
to the commitments
they made in their
contracts,” he said,
referring to the formal
name of Iran's nuclear
deal with world
powers, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

The top private sector
representative said
ignoring  contents
of contracts leads
to erosion of trust,
something that will
hamperbusiness and
bilateral ties in the
future.
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EUSiding
with Iran
against US:
President
Rouhani

... He further pointed
tohisrecentmeetings
with EU leaders
on the sidelines of
the United Nations
General Assembly in
New Yorkand said the
prime minister of “an
important European
country” told him
that five years ago,
anymove by the EUto
side with Iranagainst
the United States
seemed impossible
because the EU and
the US were close
allies.“Such an
issue that seemed
impossible has
become possible
today, and the
European Union has
stood againstthe US,”
Rouhanisaid.

t%'»d/g;;

|SFAHAN

NEWS

NEWS

Britain Renews
Supportfor
JCPOA

British Ambassador
to Tehran Rob Macaire
voiced his country's
support for the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action, and said that the
UKistrying to make sure
thatthe Islamic Republic
isalsobenefiting from the
JCPOA.

"London is trying to
reassure that Tehran will
enjoy the deal’s benefits,
speciallyin the economic
arena,” Macaire saidina
meeting with Governor
General of Fars Province
Esmail Tabadarin Shiraz.
Britain's envoy
underlined Britain will
continueits support for
thenuclear deal because
it believes it should
remain committed to
whattheyhave signed.
“We have been making
every effort to enhance
ourrelations with Iran
since the Britishembassy
in Tehran wasreopened,”
hesaid.
Inarelevantdevelopment
inlate September, Iranian
President Hassan
Rouhani and British
Prime Minister Theresa
May inameetingin New
York discussed mutual
cooperationand theJoint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

President Rouhani: US defeated
against Iran righteousness,

prudence

[tiscommon knowledge thatlegally and politically
speaking, the US has been defeated by breaking
international commitments and Iran was victorious, said

Iran's presidenton Sunday.

'Their final goal is to delegitimize the Islamic
Establishment. And they have started with amental war
and an economicwar to delegitimize us,' said President
Hassan Rouhani, speaking at a ceremony marking
beginning oftheacademicyearinIran.

SayingthatIran can pass throughthe situation with unity
and solidarity, President Rouhanisaid, 'We can defeatthe
USinmany fields; some maysay, 'That'sjustarhetoric. How
canyoudefeatthe US with suchapowerand politicaland
economicleverageall around the world?"
'have a question for them: Has the US been politically
victorious againstIraninthe pastfew decadesorhasit
beendefeated?'
Sayingthatonlyafew countries have supported the US exit
fromtheJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),also
known asIranDeal, headded, 'The conservative onesjust
express sorrow, the more explicitones say the US made
amistake, and the mostexplicitones say the US violated

Greater determination required
to improve domestic economy

OnWednesday, October 10, the
headsofthe threebranches
of [ranian governmentwere
received by the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneiinameetingon
economicissues.

A By Meysam Mousaei*

Inthe meeting, Ayatollah Khamenei
urged the members of the Supreme
Council of Economic Coordination to
make prudent, effective and decisive
decisions aboutthe mainissuesand
serious challengesfaced by the domestic
economy.

Theleader stressed thatserious and
practical decisions arerequired to be
takentosolveanumber ofkey problems
besetting Iran’s financial system
suchasthoseregarding the country’s
banking system, amount ofliquidity,
employmentandinflationratesand the
budgetplanningprocess.

To this end, Ayatollah Khamenei
said, using the ideas and solutions
proposed by Iranian economists and
those involvedin the private sector of
Iran’s economyisa principle. Iranian
state officials are required to take the
guideline seriously.
Alargenumberofthe country’s present
problems do not stem from economic
issues. The solution to these problems
should be soughtin otherareas. The
causes ofthese problems cannotbe
addressed even by the three branches
of the Iranian government as they
arenotamong theirresponsibilities.
For instance, creating hope and
pessimismin the societyand country’s
businessatmosphereisamissiontobe
accomplished by factors farbeyond the
prerogatives ofthe threebranchesofthe
[raniangovernment.

thelaw.'

'US President Donald Trump
intended to exploit the United
Nations Security Council to
harm Iranand prove his policies
against Iran; what response
did hereceive? All the other 14
members ofthe UNSC defended the
JCPOA, and hence, Trump failed.'
'The US president, whose country hosts

the UN, issuesvisas for the other countries officials who
enteritandisalsotherotatinghead ofthe UNSC, left the
councilempty-handed.’

Given the existing condition of the
domestic economy, out of the main
problemsbesettingtheIranianfinancial
system, thereis onlyalimited number
of challenges that can be addressed
by these three main bodies of power.
Nevertheless, these problemsand the
solutions to them are not unfamiliar
tothe officials of the three branches of
theIranian government. Forinstance,
the governmentiswell aware thatitis
required to combat corruptionand it
canmanage toachieve successin this
regard with the assistance ofthe other
bodiesin case firm determination is
demonstrated tothisend.

Or it is crystal clear that when the
countryisundersanctions, taxincomes
earned from speculativeactivities,such
asarbitrageand transactionsin foreign
currency market,arerequiredtoreplace
oilrevenues.

Inaddition, Iranian officials know that
the governmentisrequired tobecome
moreagileand smallerinsizeand that
byhanding over state properties, more
resources should be allocated for new
economicinvestmentsand supporting
thevulnerable people ofthe country.
Thus, for Iran to overcome the financial

bottlenecks a structural change is
required inthe domesticeconomyand
the country’s foreign policy. Perhaps
the very first steps to improve the
country’s present situation include
fighting corruption, increasing tax
basesaccordingto global experiences,
developing domestictourismindustry
by using facilitative regulations to
boostthe sector’srevenue, revising
the political ties with neighboring
states, granting the Central Bank of Iran
greaterindependence and adopting
more effective financial and monetary
policies.

The three branches of the Iranian
governmentare acquainted with the
paththey musttake. They onlyneedto
showgreaterresolution. Nonetheless, to
thesame extentIranrequires economic
reforms, itneeds to make changesinits
foreign policy.In case Europe manages
to develop ascenario to supportIran
and preserve the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, signed betweenIranand
theP5+1in]July 2015, we canovercome
the country’s economicinstability by
making theabovementioned changes.
Otherwise, the presentroute taken by
[ran’seconomy mayfail tobear fruit.

Oritis crystal clear
thatwhenthe
countryisunder
sanctions, tax
incomes earned
fromspeculative
activities, such
asarbitrage and
transactionsin
foreign currency
market, are
requiredtoreplace
oilrevenues.
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Official: Iran Devises Support
Packages to Foil US Sanctions Plot

Head of Iran’s Managementand Planning Organization
Mohammad Bager Nobakhtsaid President Hassan Rouhani’s
government has proposed a dozen supportpackagesto
confrontthe US sanctions.“After we realized that the US
administration would re-imposeits sanctions againstIranin
twobatches, the governmentdesigned 12 supportpackages
to countersuch sanctions,” Nobakhtsaid inameetingwith the
heads ofthe Parliament’s committees.

The official noted that the main areas dealt with in the

supportpackageinclude stabilizingliquidity, the budget,
compensating for the adverse economiceffectson people’s
livelihood aswell as supporting producers and contractors.

“Otherareasofsupportwererelated torail, air, marine and
road transportation networks, agriculture and industry,
ICT,and employment,” Nobakhtadded.US President Donald
Trump announced on May 8 that Washington would no
longerremain partofthe Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) and promised to re-impose the highestlevel of
economicsanctionsagainstIran.The sanctionsreinstated on
Iran on May 8included boycottofIran’s crude supplies and
bansontransfer ofits cruderevenues.

/

NEWS

FATF Weekkicks offin Paris with

Iranonagenda

The Financial Action Task Force (FATF), the
global anti-moneylaundering body, convenes
on Sunday with a to-do-list which includes
evaluatingthe progress by Iranin fulfilling its
ActionPlantoreduceits AMLrisk.

Over 800 officials representing 204
jurisdictions, the IMF, UN, World Bank and
others will come to Paris for FATF Week atthe
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD), the body's website
reported.

“During sixdays of meetings, they will discuss
140 papersonarange ofimportantissues to
protecttheintegrity of the financial system and
contribute to global safety and security,” it said.
Inaddition, memberswill receive reports from
the IMF, World Bank, United Nations, OECD,
OSCE, Egmont Group of Financial Intelligence
Units, CARIN, EBRD, ECB, Europol, GIFCS, IAIS,
the 9 FATF-Style Regional bodiesand others.
The FATF Presidentwill be givinga press briefing
ontheoutcomes ofthe FATF Plenary on Friday
19 October.

UK, US‘could boycott’ Saudi conf.
Britainand the US are consideringboycottinga
major international conference in Saudi Arabia
afterthe disappearance of Saudijournalist]Jamal
Khashoggi.Mr. Khashoggi, a criticof the Saudi
government, vanished on October 2 after visiting
its consulate in Istanbul.

A number of sponsors and media groups
have decided to pull out of this month's
investment conference in Riyadh, dubbed
Davosinthe Desert, as aresultofconcerns
over Mr.Khashoggi's fate.Diplomatic sources
have told the BBC's James Landale both the US
Treasury Secretary, Steve Mnuchin, and the
UK's International Trade Secretary, Liam Fox,
mightnotattend the event.Ajoint statement of
condemnationisalsobeingdiscussed by USand
European diplomatsifitis confirmed that Mr.
Khashoggi waskilled by Saudi agents.

Iran Police Chief Confident about

Security of Arbaeen Pilgrims
Iranian Police Commander Brigadier General
Hossein Ashtarimadeassurances thathis forces
would provide full security for citizens traveling
toIraqforthe Arbaeen mourning ceremonylater
thismonth.

Speakingtoreportersin Tehran on Saturday,
Brigadier General Ashtari pointed to police’s
arrangements for the upcoming ceremonies
and marches marking Arbaeen and said the
police started to take security measures several
monthsago.

The measures aim to facilitate the passage of
pilgrims and ensure their security, he said,
addingthatthisyear, the police have increased
the number of gates to speed up the passage
of pilgrims.The police commander further
emphasized thatthereisno concernaboutthe
security of the people travelling to Iraq.

report

Trump notto achieve goals by sanctioning Iran: US paper

An American newspaper referred to
Washington'shostile policies againstIran
and attemptsto provoke unrestinit, saying
the US president will not benefit from
sanctions.

New York Times' editor-in-chief, Carol
Giacomo, wrote on Sunday, 'Inresuming
sanctions, Mr. Trump hopesto force Iran
to capitulate to unrealistic American
demands, includingendingallits nuclear
activityand ceasingitsmilitaryrolein Syria
and Yemen.'

[tremains unclear whether the White

interest.

Househastakenthepossiblerepercussions
ofitsactionsintoaccountornot. Donald
Trump's policies may backfire, Giacomo
wentontosay.

Trump has not even managed to ally the
signatories of the Iran nuclear deal, i.e.
Britain, France, Germany, Russia and
China, withitselfand the Europeanssay the
internationalaccord serves theirnational

New York Times lead editor believes no
matter how severe the sanctions are, they
will not outdo the unity among the major

some purchases fromIran.'

Overthe pastmonths, the USgovernment's
attempts to persuade other countries to
cutlranianoil exports tozerohave proved

futile.

Tehran.

powers. 'China, India and Japan have
signaled awillingnessto continue atleast

Chinaand Indiaare the two major Iranian
oilimporterswhich have announced they
will turn ablind eye to sanctions against

The London-based newspaper; The Times,
wrote on Friday, the staunchresistance to

Washington's

policy towards Iran has
prompted US officials to think twice about
their approach and consider waivers on
[ranian crude sanctions.



Official: Iran to Increase NAN O Exports

Secretary-General of the Iran Nanotechnology Initiative Council (INIC)
Saeed Sarkarannounced the country’s plans to boostexports of its
home-made nano products.“We have planned to exportnano products
to49states,” Sarkartold reporters onthe sidelines ofthe 11th Interna-
tional Nanotechnology Festival and Exhibition (Iran Nano 2018) on Sat-
urday.He added thatIranhas exported nano products worth $62.4mlnto
foreign countries in the pastIranianyear (ended on March 20).The 11th

gilingua
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International Nanotechnology Festival and Exhibition (Iran Nano 2018)
kicked offatthe Tehran International Exhibition Center.Thereputable trade

showis organized by Iran Nanotechnology Initiative Council (INIC) and this edition of the exhibi-
tion will cometoanend on October 16.
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Hollow trees in Isfahanidentified

before cutting down

"We have concluded a contract with the
" faculty members of Shahrekord Univer-

sity this year, based on we managed to
get atomography device," Forough Mortezaeene-

jadsaid.

Saying thatthe tomography device examines
the degree ofhollownessinside the trees, the
CEO ofthe parks and green space organization
of Isfahan municipality said, "Atthe moment,
our expertsrecognize the hollowness of the
treesaccording to their outward symptoms,
butby using thisdevice, the hollow trees will
be cut down without any hesitation.""The
parks and green space organization of Isfahan
municipality insists on preserving the trees
more thancitizens, butregardingthe hazardous

trees, thereisn’tany other way except cutting
them down," she emphasized."Citizens should
be sure thatthe hazardous trees ofthe city are
constantly monitored by experts ofthe parksand
green space organization of Isfahan municipality
topreventthe probablerisks," sheadded.

Iran'sfirstand largestelectric
motorcycle factoryin Isfahan

"Assembly line of the first and largest electric

> motorcycle factoryinlran willbe openedin
Shahreza County with the presence of the
national and provincial level officials of Isfahan," Isfahan
deputy mayor for transportation and traffic said.
"More than 70 percent of air pollution of Isfahan
metropolis is due to the vehicle traffic specially
motorcycles," Alireza Salavatisaid. "About 1,300,000
motorcyclesinvolved in Isfahan traffic, therefore, more
than 30 percentofairpollutionand 49 percentofnoise

pollutionisrelated to motorcycles," headded.

"The first step to promote the culture of usingelectric
motorswas transferring the technology to the province
tomanufacture the electricmotors,” Salavati continued.
"Providinginfrastructures, designingand building the
chargingstations toinstallin the central parts of the
city to facilitate citizens' access to clean vehiclesare
amongtheactivities of this department. Furthermore,
inthelong-term, planstoban gasoline motors' traffic
inthe central and historical areas ofthe city is another
importantactionin thisregard," he noted.

Isfahan and Yazd more united than ever!

Agroup ofsocialand cultural activists of Yazd held ameeting
withtheofficialauthorities and social activists of Isfahan to
resolve the water conflictsbetween peoplein Isfahanand
Yazd."The civil rightsactivists of Yazd try to create intimacy
between people of Isfahan and Yazd by using the cultural
diplomacy, so thatthe historical background of these cities
willnotbesacrificed for the wrath of nature, since not only
Iran, butalso the whole world is strugglingwith the drought
crisis. Weknowthatthehistoryof Yazdand Isfahanisthe same

sothatpolitical divisionsmustnotseparate them," Jafar Amin
Moghadam, the head of creativity and modern technology
center of Yazd municipality saidamongthesocialand cultural
activists of Isfahan and Yazd gathered near the Khajoo
bridge."Certainly, the onlyway to getout of the water crisis
isthe cultural diplomacy; and the presence of the cultural
activists of Yazd in Isfahanis an important step toward
achievingthis goal," Mohammad Eidi, the head of cultural,
social,and sportorganization of Isfahan municipality said.

Unique Kiln, potteryunearthed at
Iran's archeological site

AuniqueKkiln and pottery with stamped and rope
decorations have been discovered during an
archeological operation atthesite ofthe Imamzadeh
Qassem Hillin Iran's Alborz Province situated
northwest of Tehran.The objects have reportedly
been discovered during operations to determine the
limitsand proposingthe privacy ofthe archeological
site.The discovered objects could used to determine
the probablehistory ofthe site up to the Sassanid era,
Mohammad Egbal Chehri, Head of the exploration
operations was quoted as saying on Saturday by the

Public Relations Office of the Research Institute of
Cultural Heritage and Tourism (RICHT).

The pottery belongs to the early Islamicera, Chehri
was quoted as saying. The hill was registered in the
listofnationalmonumentsin 2011, headded.Chehri
referred to the abundantpottery discoveriesatthe
Imamzadeh Qassem Hill, describing them as the
mostsignificantfeature of the site. The discovered
potteries carry designs, including stamped, zigzag,
rope, diversified geometricand evenbird designs, he
was quoted as saying.

Iranup 10 in world standards ranking: Official

Iran’sranking hasimproved from 32 to 22 among 163
International Organization of Standardization (ISO)
member-states, said the head of Iranian National Standards
Organization (INSO) on Sunday.

“This years’s motto of the world standards day is
‘International Standards and Fourth Industrial Revolution’,”
said Nayerh Pirouzbakhtin the ceremony held on the
occasion of world standards day in Iran International
Conference Center Conferences.

“Therole of standards in small and medium enterprises,

sustainable development, and opposing trade wars was
stressed inthisyear’sISO General Assembly,” sheadded.
Shereferred totherecentnational and international
achievements of INSO,addingthatan Iranian was selected
astheISO Technical Management Board (ISO/TMBG)
member last year.Iran's First Vice-President Eshaq
Jahangiri also attended the ceremony. On October,14
1946, heads ofthe standard organizations of 25 countries
decided to found aninternational bodyin charge of creating
and updating global standards.

Iranian carmakers saddled
with 1.48 billion debt

Major carmakers Iran Khodro and SAIPA have seen
their debttally with parts makers, banks and financiers
build upinthe pastfewmonthsamassingadebtof200
trillionrials (1.37$billion), said the secretary of the
Specialized Manufactures of Auto Part Association.

Arash Mohebinejad told thatover the past fewmonths,
“Major carmakers’ debts have surpassed the previous
amountof 150 trillion rials (1.03$billion) and has
reached 200 trillion rials (1.37$ billion),” a%33 jump.

They are either unable or unwilling to pay over the
past few months, and due to the economic hardships
several parts makers have been forced to shut down
their factoriesand lay offover 150,000 people. Ifthe
situationdoesnotimprovesome 100,000 other people
willsoonjointhe dole queues.

Inrecentweeks several meetings were held between
carmakers, parts manufacturers and government
authorities tofind aviable solution out of the industrial
and financial impasse. The sessions were in vain and
nosolution wasagreed to help salvage the beleaguered
autoindustry.

H1 GoodsTransit Through Iran Sees
%2 Growth

Close to 4.95 million tons of oil and non-oil
commodities were transited through Iran during the
firsthalfofthe currentIranianyear (March-21Sept.22)
toregistera%?2 rise compared with the corresponding
period oflastyear.According to Director General of
Hormozgan Road Maintenance and Transportation

Organization Daryoush Bager-Javan, more than 1.46
million tons of commodities were transited from
Shahid Rajaee Portin the city of Bandar Abbasinthe
southern Hormozgan Province during the six-month
period, which accounted for close to %30 of the transit
goods. The port was the mostactive point of entry
among the country’s 32 border terminals during the
period, the news portal of the Ministry of Roads and
Urban Developmentreported.
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