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EU’slackof courage, main
cause behind INSTEX
failure: CBI1

Central BankoflIran (CBI) inareactionto Germany’s
claimon EUtrade system with Iran dubbed ‘INSTEX'
said thatlack of courage of Europeansis the main
causebehind failure of this financial channel.

Inits reaction to Germany’s Deputy Ministry
of Foreign Affairs on Mon., CBI reiterated that
European countries failed to live up their
obligationsinlaunchingthis financial channel with
theIslamicRepublicoflran.

The German Deputy Foreign Minister recently
claimed thatINSTEX financial mechanism, which
was setup twoyearsago to facilitate tradebetween
EuropeandIran, had notbeen effectiveand thatlran
wasresponsible for the failure of INSTEX becauseit
didnotagreetothedeal.

Inthisregard, the Central Bank of Iraninits official
Twitter, while rejecting the claim of Germany’s
Foreign Ministry on INSTEX, announced that
INSTEXwas designed to save Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) butitdid notworkbecause
European countries did nothave the courage to
exerttheirnationaland independent economic
powerinthisrespect. They (Europeans) also found
no way to finance INSTEX. Itis clear that Islamic
RepublicofIranisnotwilling to move its financial
resourcesjustto maintain the European channel
and toimportgoods thatit can supply from other
channels.”

INSTEX was supposed to shape trade relations
between Iran and Europe independent of US
sanctions, notdefine it within the framework of
sanctions, CBladded.

US non-profitgroup calls
forbanning Telegram from
App Store

A Washington-based non-profit organization
Coalition for a Safer Web has sued Apple,
demandingthatitremove the Telegram messaging
service fromits App Store, the Washington Post
wrote.

Accordingto the group, Telegram failed "to crack
down onviolent, extremist conversationin the
aftermath ofthe January 6 attack on the US Capitol,”
thenewspapersaid, TASSreported.

The coalition added that Telegram "hasresisted
callstodothe same forright-wingaccounts that
postracistand anti-Semitic messages. Telegram
tookdown some prominentpublicgroupsthatwere
calling forviolence, but many other feeds remain
activeontheservice."
"Telegramstandsoutbyitselfasthe superspreader
[ofhateful speech],”" the paperquoted the coalition’s
presidentMarc Ginsberg, aformer USambassador
toMorocco, as saying.

"A similar suitis planned against Google," the
Washington Postadded, citingthe coalition’slawyer
Keith Altman.

Twitter earlier permanently suspended US
PresidentDonald Trump’saccount"dueto therisk
offurtherincitementofviolence."

OnJanuary 6, Trump supporters stormed the
Capitol Building in Washington DC to stop
lawmakers from officially certifying the results
ofthe November presidential election in alast-
ditch attempt to prevent DemocratJoe Biden
frombecoming the new president. One protester
was shot dead during the unrest. In addition,
three others died, the causes of their deaths
were qualified as medical emergencies. Biden's
inaugurationisscheduled forJanuary 20.
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Iran able to manufacture over %2089 of

oil industry equipment

Secretary of Iranian Oil Industry

Equipment Manufacturers Association

said that more than 85 percent of oil

industry parts and equipment are

presently manufactured domestically

by expertengineers.

Ali Panahi said
on Monday and
put the number
of companies
affiliated to

NEWsS the
- 0il
EquipmentManufacturers
Associationat820.

Iranian
Industry

Of the total 820
companies, 182 of which
are knowledge-based
companies, hesaid,adding,
“These companies have
totally generated 80,000
and 250,000 direct and
indirect employments
respectively.”

Giventhe high capability
of these companies, the
capacity of manufacturing
oilindustry equipmentis
estimated at€5 billion, he
added.He wentonto say

that47 and 11 percentof
thesecompaniesarebased
in Tehranand Khuzestan
provinces respectively
while therestareinother
provincesofthe country.

Elsewhereinhisremarks,
Panahi pointed to the
cooperation of the
Association with Vice-
PresidencyforScienceand
Technology to organize
knowledge-based
companies active in this
field and added, “With

the coordination made
inthisregard, 100 other
knowledge-based firms
will take membership
atthe Associationinthe
next year (to start Mar.
21) provided that the
countrywould be able to
containtheadverseeffects
ofthe novel coronavirus,
COVID-19, which has
created serious problems
foreconomicactivity ofthe
country”

Presently, more than 85

percent of parts and
equipment needed in
the oil, gas, refining and
petrochemicalindustries
are manufactured in the
country, hereiterated.
Islamic Republic of Iran
standsatthefirstplacein
the Middle Eastregionin
terms of manufacturing
oilindustryequipment, he
said,adding, “Iran enjoys
high capacityand potential
tobeturnedintoaregional
hubinthisrespect.”

Tehranhosts 14th
Iran-AzerbaijanJoint
Economic Committee

meeting

The 14th meeting of [ran-Azerbaijan Joint
Economic Committee was held on Monday
attheplace ofthe Iranian Ministry of Finance
and EconomicAffairsin Tehran, IRIBreported.
The two sides inked a memorandum of

understanding (MOU) for the expansion
ofeconomic cooperationatthe end ofthe
meeting.The MOU was signed by Iran's
Finance and Economic Affairs Minister
Farhad Dejpasand and Azerbaijan's Deputy
Prime Minister Shahin Mustafayev,who co-
chaired themeeting.Speakinginthe meeting,
Dejpasandreferredtothehistorical, cultural,
social,and economicrelations between the
two countries,and said: “Iran, especially the
private sector, is fully prepared to take partin

Azerbaijan’sprojects, especiallyin thefield of
technicaland engineeringservices.”“Signing of
thismemorandum ofunderstandingcan cause
asignificantsurgeinthe economicrelations
between the two countries,” the minister
stressed.Mustafayev, for his turn, expressed
gratitude for Iran’s political supportduring
the Azerbaijan-Armenia conflict,saying: “The
two countries’ cooperation has witnessed a
significantexpansioninthe pastfewyearsand
wenow haveamuchstrongerrelationship.”

Iran'sfirstrecombinant
COVIDvaccinegets
initial licence

An official with the Ministry of Health
said thata clinical trial of phase one of
recombinantcoronavirusvaccinebelonging
toRaziVaccine & Serum Research Institute
wasapproved.

Secretary of National Research Ethics
Committee of the Health Ministry, Ehsan
Shamsi Goshkibroke the news on Monday
andadded, “The mostimportantstep was

takentostartthe clinical trial of the second
Iranian COVID-19vaccineand Iranian Food
and Drug Administration (IFDA) will soon
issueaclinical trial permit.”
Aftertheissuance ofthe firstclinical trial
license for coronavirusvaccine, belonging
toBarakatPharmaceutical Group Company
and Shifa Daroo Pharmaceutical Company,
alicense for conductingaphase 1 clinical
trial for COVID-19vaccine produced by Razi
Vaccineand Serum Research Institute has
alsobeenissuedinthe Ethics Committee, he
continued.

Shamsi went on to say that one of the

membersinthe Ethics Committeeispresent
during the clinical trial asa member of
the Data Monitoring Committee and will
monitor the proper conductoftheresearch
process.
Thisrecombinantvaccineisarecombinant
proteinwhose technology andis different
from the previous licensed Iranian
COVID-19 vaccine (inactivated virus),
he said, adding, “ The clinical trial of the
second Iranian coronavirus vaccine will
be conducted by Razi Serum and Vaccine
Institutein cooperation with Iran University
ofMedical Sciences.”
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Following

POS Terminals

to  streamline
underperforming

deactivated, according
to Mehran Maharamian,

Subjectto the CBIvice governor for
. innovative technologies.
New, Stringent "Theblocked POSdevices

belonged to those who
did not file tax returns,
whose tax profiles were
incomplete or people who
were dead,” the CBI public

plans
the
tax

regime, the Central Bank
of Iran has announced
new restrictions on the

use of point-of-sale (POS)
terminals.
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relations office quoted him
assaying.

The POS owners had
failed to provide the
Iranian National Tax
Administration identity
informationneeded to file
taxreturns.
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What's News

Livestock, Poultry
Feed Imports
Decline
Importsoflivestockand
poultry feed saw a 5%
declineinweightand a
7% decrease in value to
reach 11.3 million tons
worth $3.33 billion in
ninemonthsto Dec.20.
A total of 7.23 million
tons of corns worth
$1.77 billion were
imported over the
period,indicatinga17%
and 16%rise in weight
andvalueyear-on-year
respectively, the news
outlet of Iran Feed
GrainImporters Union
reported.

Iran imported 1.34
million tons of barley
worth $326.83 million
during the nine-month
period, whichregisters
a47%and 49% decline
in weight and value
respectively compared
with the corresponding
periodoftheyearbefore.
Importsofsoybeanmeal
stoodat1.1million tons
worth $461.74 million
duringthe period under
review. The figures
show a year-on-year
decrease of 17% and
21%inweightandvalue,
respectively.

Imports of soybeans
stoodat1.62 million tons
worth $773.05 million,
postingadeclineof13%
inweightand 5%invalue
YOY.
“Problemsregardingthe
supply of livestock and
poultry feed have not
yetbeen solved,” Majid
MovafeqQadirli,thehead
of Iran Feed Industry
Association,saidrecently.
“Ifthegovernmentkeeps
pushing the current
policy through, Iran will
turn from the seventh
largest producer of
chickentoanimporter
inspring [startinglate
March]. The Central
Bank of Iran has failed
toallocate $1.65 billion
for the import of such
essential goods,” the
official was quoted as
saying by Mehr News
Agency.

In December, Qadirli
had said 2.4 million tons
of corn have yet to be
cleared from customs
due to complications
associated with the
supply and transfer of
foreign currency.
“Apart from chicken,
we are also struggling
with the supply of other
meat products due to
thetricklingdistribution
system of livestock
feed adopted by the
Agriculture Ministry,” he
added.
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Trump So Far
Not Planning
to Pardon

Himself: Source
US President Donald
Trump at this point is
opting not to issue a
pardon for himselfashe
prepares an expansive list
of morethan 100 pardons
and commutations for
release on Tuesday, a
source familiar with the
effortsaid.

White House advisers
have said Trump has
privately debated with
advisers whether to
take the extraordinary
step of issuing a pardon
for himself but some
administration officials
have cautioned Trump
against a self-pardon
because it would make
himlook guilty.

Many scholars have said
aself-pardon would be
unconstitutional because
it violates the basic
principle that nobody
shouldbe thejudgein his
or her own case, Reuters
reported.

Others have argued
that a self-pardon is
constitutional because
the pardon powerisvery
broadly worded in the
Constitution. Historical
texts made clear thatthe
nation’s 18th century
founders discussed self-
pardons, but opted not
to include an explicit
limitation on that power.
Trump was impeached
by the Democratic-led
House of Representatives
last week on charges of
inciting the storming of
the US Capitol onJan. 6
by pro-Trump protesters.
His caseistofaceaSenate
trial and if convicted, he
couldbedisqualified from
seekinganother run for
the presidencyin 2024.
The source, speaking on
condition of anonymity,
said so far Trump does
notplantopardon himself
andalso doesnotplanto
issue preemptive pardons
formembers ofhis family,
another subject he has
discussed privately with
advisers.

Trump, who has already
issued two waves of
pardons in the past
month, metadvisers on
Sunday to finalize alist of
more than 100 pardons
and commutations, the
source said.

CNN reported that Dr.
Salomon Melgen, a
prominent eye doctor
from Palm Beach who
isin prison after being
convicted on dozens of
counts of health care
fraud,is expectedtobe on
the clemencylist.

US Must Return to Pre-Trump

Situation: Iranian Official

he chief of staffofthe Iranian president made it clear to
thenew US administration thatlifting the sanctions on
Tehranand getting conditions back to whatexisted before
outgoing US President Donald Trump’s tenure would count

forsomething.

Asked by Tasnim aboutany preconditions for talks with the
next US administration within the framework ofthe Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, Mahmoud Vaezi said on
Monday, “Whatwe say is that whatever hashappened under
Trump’sadministration mustgo backto the pre-Trump era.

Weare seriousaboutit.”
The president’s chief of staffemphasized thatall sanctions
ontheIranian companies and individualsimposed during
Trump’s term mustbe lifted.
Healso dismissed any contactbetween Iran and the team of
the US president-elect, stressing that the country’s official
stances have alreadybeen declared by the presidentand the
foreign minister.Vaeziunderlined that comments made by
lawmakersaboutthe 2015 nuclear deal would notamount
to Tehran’s official stance.
Lastweek, Iran’s Parliament speaker said Tehran does not
care whether or notthe next US administration will rejoin
the 2015 nuclear deal, butthe critical issue is the practical

lifting of sanctions under the

JCPOA.

Trump is gone, T'rumpism will be gone

Trump was a new phenomenon in the

American political system. He had no

experience in political science and was

not a theorist; butin terms of behavior,

heintroduced a political practice called

"Trumpism" in theinternational system.

Aein

This practice
of Trump had
the  following
characteristics:
Insist  on
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Unilateralism - The United

States, led by Donald
Trump, sought to maintain
American hegemony inthe
international arenaandto
establishan order based on
unilateralism. Thisapproach
was pursued atatime when
thevastmajority of countries
in the world cared about
maintaining their national
sovereigntyand did notadopt
amultipolar systembased on
unilateralism. To secure its
owninterests, each country
advocated interaction and
cooperation with the world
and the avoidance of war
andviolence,and blamed US
belligerentand aggressive
policies for global insecurity.
Trump's campaign slogan
had the goal of "restoring
America'slostgreatness,"and
Trump sought to humiliate
other nations and even
White Houseallies torestore
Americanhegemony.

2.International Controversy
- Trump was thinking that
international law and
order as a major obstacle
to restoring American
greatness, and Trump
avoided the restrictions
imposed by international
law on the United States.
Under Trump, the United
States easily withdrew
from the Paris Agreement,
mocking the reduction
of greenhouse gases and
the fight against global
warming. Trump opposed
any international treaty
that did not prioritize US
interests. Heleftthe UNESCO
cultural organization, said
goodbye to UN humanrights
commissions,and withdrew
from the nuclear deal with
Iran. He even ignored UN
resolutionsinthe interests
of Israel and moved the US
embassyto]erusalem. Trump
proposed the Great Deal of
the Century, which sought
the annexation of the West
BanktolIsrael,and unilaterally
acknowledged thatthe Golan
Heightsbelongedtolsrael. He
supported terrorism withall
hismeans, especially Wahabi
groups such asISIS, and in
theend, heinfected hisdirty
hand with the pureblood of
the hero of the fightagainst
terrorism, Martyr General
Qassem Soleimani and
Martyr Mehdi Al-Mohandes.

By Mohsen Pak | =&

. Trumpism ignored all
international standards for
thebenefitofthe United States
and notonlylostits strategic
alliesbutalsoaccelerated the
isolation ofthe White House.
3.Disruption of World Trade
- Trumpism pursued the
discrediting of international
tradeinstitutions, even the
World Trade Organization,
and disrupted theidea ofa
freetradeboombyimposing
unilateral tariffs. The role
of free trade in shaping
American hegemony
was undeniable and was
considered a strength of
American governments. But
the Trump administration,
in violation of free trade
laws, entered into a full-
blown economic war with
countries suchas Chinaand
evenitsEuropeanallies.Inthe
economicsphere, Trumpism
opposed the Free Trade Act
by advocating his pro-US
economicpolicies,and Trump
called the Free Trade Acta
"tie-up." American economic
elites, meanwhile, were
aware of the contradiction of
maintaining their country's
hegemonic power by not
adhering to a practical
commitmenttofreetrade,and
former US alliesin the global
capitalist system sought to
curb or defeat American
economichegemony.
4-Dealing with the media-
Trump,inhisopinion, sought
to defeat the hegemony of
theinformation giantin the
United States. Trumpism
also raised the issue of
indifference and even
struggle with major media
outlets suchas CNNandthe
BBC, especially those that
controlled American public
opinion and even much of
the world. Trump ousted
the influential media and,
duringhisfouryearsinpower,
repeatedly called them fake.
FoxNewsremained the only
pro-Trump body, engagingin
"Trumpism" withoutregard
forrivalmedia.

5- Expansion of Trumpism
- Trump may not have
followed this line, but the
radical features of Trumpism
quickly spread to the West
and even to Asia. Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuwas Trump'sfirst

clientandtried to stand up
tointernational standards
alongside the United States
inhis owninterests. When
UNESCO named a day
after Palestine, the Zionist
regime withdrew from the
organization,and Trump left
UNESCOinsupportoflsrael.
BorisJohnsonalso became
animitator of Trump after
comingto power in Britain,
and withatyrannyathome
and abroad, he turned to a
kind of Trumpism.

Oppositiontojoiningthe EU
and disregard for current
EU regulations stemmed
from Johnson's approach.
Bin Salman, the young and
immature crown prince of
Saudi Arabia, soon fell into
thetrap of Trumpism. Hunted
by Trump as a suckling
cow, he tried to make a
secret by imitating the US
president. Theassassination
and mutilation of Jamal
Kashokechi at the Saudi
Consulate GeneralinIstanbul
was the beginning of Saudi
"lawlessness" and disregard
forinternational standards
for crime. The invasion
of Yemen and the killing of
innocentpeopleand children
and the destruction of his
traditional neighbor were
anotheractofBinSalmanon
hisway tobecominga Trump
intheArabsociety.Bin Salman
intensified his crackdown
on his opponents in Saudi
Arabiainordertodraw the
attentionoftheinternational
community,and in disregard
of international rules and
regulations, sabotaged the
Iranian delegation to attend
the extraordinary OIC
summit. In fact,he continued
the path ofthe US President,
whousedtheleverage of the
visato preventthe Iranian
Foreign Minister frombeing
present in New York. The
Saudi Crown Prince wanted
topresenthimselfas Trump of
the West Asianregion,and for
thisreason hejoined hands
with Netanyahu and paved
the way for revealing the
connections ofthe occupying
regimeinJerusalemwith the
reactionary Arabs.

Butjustas Trump's political
life was short, so will
Trumpism life be short. By
insisting on unilateralism,

fighting international
norms, disrupting the global
economy, and confronting
the media, Trump not only
failed to restore American
hegemony, butalso exposed
not only himself but also
the political structure of the
United States and liberal
democracy. Trump's racist
behavior, especially after the
assassination of George Floyd,
showed that the protest of
the American people was
nolongeragainstthe agents
and officials of the country,
but it was the American
political structure that was
attackedand protested by the
people. The unconventional
revelations of Republican
and Democratic candidates
duringtheelection campaign,
theissue ofelectoral fraud,
and finally the occupation of
Congressbythepeople, were
the final nail in the coffin of
liberal democracy and the
productoftherise of Trump
and Trumpism.

Today, Trump's imitators
are on the path to his fate.
Netanyahuis ontheverge of
collapseand, moreisolated
thanever, is seekingtobeg
for votes in Israel's fourth
election in two years. The
big deal plan of the century
has been left unmanaged
and willnotbeimplemented
as predicted. The axis of
resistance is also more
prepared than before to
seektoshortenthelife ofthe
Zionistregime and realize
the ideal of the liberation
of Holy Quds and Palestine.
Ben Salman is chasing
Trump while he hasinvested
hundredsofbillions of dollars
inhimandhasnotachieved
anything. The defeat of Saudi
Arabiainthe Qatar embargo
and the failure of Riyadh
toisolate Iranand the axis
of resistance and the Saudi
rulers' confrontation with
global hatred for invading
YemenandkillingKashogachi
all indicate the defeat of
Trumpismin Saudi Arabia.
Inthe UK, BenJohnson also
tried toavoid Trump in the
middle oftheroad, butagain
failed to advance his political
and economic policies in
Europe, and his failure to
contain Coronaadded to his
failures.

In remarks in November
2020, Leader ofthe Islamic
Revolution
Seyed Ali Khamenei called

on the Iranian officials

to concentrate efforts on
thwartingand overcoming the
sanctionsinstead of seeking their
removal, pointing to the unsuccessful

outcome of years of negotiations for lifting the
sanctions.

Ayatollah
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Seven oil tankers bound
for Syriainterceptedin
Red Sea: PM

Seven oil tankersbound for Syriahave been
interceptedinthe Red Sea, with two ofthem
beingtargetedin “terroristattacks”, said the
country’s Prime Minister Hussein Arnous.
Arnoussaid on Sunday thatthe targeting
ofthe two tankersinthe Red Sealed to “the
delay oftheirarrival for more than a month,
and as aresultofwhich the Baniasrefinery
stopped production and ashortage in the
quantities of oil derivatives required to meet
the country’sneeds.”

The Syrian prime minister, however, did not
specify who hasbeenbehind the attacks.
According to him, Syria willimport more
crude oil to cover fuel shortages caused by
the Western sanctions thatdisrupted regular
Iranian oil shipments, Reutersreported.
The sanctions-hit country has over the
past year faced months of gasoline and
fuel shortages, forcingittoration supplies
distributed across government-held areas
and to apply several rounds of steep price
hikes.

Arnous said his country now produced
only 20,000 bpd with around 400,000 bpd
lost from oil fields in northeastern Syria
now under the control of US-backed Syrian
DemocraticForces (SDF) spearheaded by the
Kurdish Syrian YPG militia.

“We have become dependentonimported
oiland we have used up foreign currency
in large amounts to pay for petroleum
products,” Arnous told deputiesinaspeech
to Parliament.

Tehrandistrustof
Washington based on facts

Noting thatIran's distrust of the US is based
on facts, the head of AEOI said that Iran
produces almost 500 grams of 20-percent
enriched uranium per day under Parliament's
counteractive plantolifting of sanctions.
Speakinginaninterviewwith 'Khamenei.ir',head
ofthe Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI)
Ali Akbar Salehispoke about cruel andirrational
sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic of Iran,
sayingthatsuch enmities doresultfromissues
like humanrightand democracy, butthe major
challenge to the Westis the Islamic system and
rule ofthe country.

Answeringa question over Iranian Parliament’s
measure forratifyinga counteractive plan against
sanctions, he said that the parliamentary law
required AEOI to start 20% uranium enrichment
following Trump’s unilateral withdrawal from the
JCPOA and the other parties' failure to fulfill their
commitmentsunder the nuclear deal.

He went on to say, “Now, we produce almost
500 grams of 20-percentenriched uranium per
day and store itinside the country under the
Parliament'slaw.”

“Asthe Leader ofthe Islamic Revolutionsaid in his
speechiftheyliftthe sanctions, we will return to
our obligations” healsoadded.

If Americans seektoreturnto the JCPOA table,
they should know that Iran won’tacceptany
condition, Salehi said, adding there is amutual
distrustbetween Iranand the other partiesto the
JCPOA.

Iran’s distrustis based on facts; however, their
distrustissolely baseless, therefore they should
build trustfor the Islamic Republic.
Elsewherein his remarks, Salehi hailed Iranin
terms ofenjoyingthe bestgeographical positionin
theregion, sayingthatlIranisamongfew countries
thathas 15 maritimeandland neighbors.

AsIran connects Central Asiato Europe and the
Black Seaand the Caspian Seato the Persian Gulf
and possesses abundant natural resources of oil,
gas,and mines, therefore the country can establish
apowerful and self-sufficienteconomy so as to
nullify all sanctions and pressures, he maintained.




Tehrandistrustof
Washingtonbased

Iran Does Not Shy from Crushing Aggressors, Zarif

Warns US

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarifreminded Washington
that Tehran would notshy from fighting offinvaders after the US flew B-52
bombers to the Middle East.Inaposton his Twitter account on Sunday, Zarif
said [raniansarenotabelligerentnationand “have notstarted awarin over200

na

years.”“We don’tshy from crushingaggressors,” he added.Zarifalso advised the

administration of the outgoing US President Donald Trump not to waste the American

20000 Rials

taxpayers’ money on such empty moves, saying, “Ifyour B-52H ‘Presence Patrols’ are meant to

intimidate orwarn Iran, you should have spentthose $billions on your taxpayers' health.”“While we

havenotstarted awarin over 200 years, we don’t shy from crushingaggressors. Justask your BFFs
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Iran
onfacts B Iran Paying UN
Membership
USMust Return Feedespite
to PPC-TI'IIIIIP US Sanctions:
. . . Spokesman
Situation: Iranian r

Official

Iran hasregularly
paid its UN
B membership

EUslackof contributionsinthe
o pastyearsin spite
courage, main cause of the unilateral

behind INSTEX
failure: CBI (4]

sanctionsimposed
by the US which

have made financial
CALLTOPRAYERTIMEINISFAHAN transactions
M ) It | difficult for Tehran,
orning call to prayer : Foreign Ministry
05:39:55 Spokesperson Saeed
Noon call to prayer : Khatibzadehsaid.
12:14:08 “Despite restrictiions
. | caused by the United
Evening call to prayer: States’ unilateral
17:42:41 sanctions, the

WEATHER

Islamic Republic of
Iran has, in recent
years, always paid
its UN membership
fee using the few
financial transfer
channelsavailable
toit,” Khatibzadeh
said.

who supported Saddam,” he underlined.

Iran able to manufacture over %089 of oil
industry equipment

INSTEX, west’s political figure versus JCPOA

Buttheirinaction abouttheir JCPOA commitments extended

toinclude INSTEX as well, and worse than that, now they are

looking for "culprits" behind makingit useless.

Britain, France and Germany in
continuation of their claims on
remaining committed to the JCPOA, in
January of 2018 officially announced
thatthe Instrumentin Supportof Trade
Exchanges (INSTEX) hasbeenlaunched.
A whilelater,last March when the first
financial transaction in the framework of
INSTEXtookplace,ahighrankingIranian
diplomatin Europe expressed suspicion
aboutits future, arguing that Tehran
isnotoptimisticaboutthe benefits of
INSTEXand is therefore notpursuingthe
matterseriously.

He added thatthe Europeansin their
talks with Iranian officials focus on
INSTEX and reportaboutthe progress
achievedinimplementingit.

INSTEX, as its name suggests, is a
financial instrument for business
transactions that was launched in
January 2018, by Britain, France, and
Germany nine months after America’s
unilateral exit from THE JCPOA, in which
itwassupposed to eliminate the USdollar
from the conducted deals.

The spokesman of the Iranian Foreign
Ministry at the time, Bahram Qasemi
clearly criticized the delays by the
founding members of INSTEX at that
time, reiterating, “Itis necessary that
the EU troika will make sure that this
move will make up forapartofthelosses
inflicted due tothe US exitfrom the ]JCPOA
andsanctions.

He added that Iran is ready for
constructive interactions with Europe
and the JCPOA remaining members
based on reciprocal interests and
respect, butkeepingin mind thatthe
ISTEX is implemented in a limited,
incomplete, and much-delayed way, the
EUinthe communiqueissued after the

US exit from the JCPOA, must ensure
Tehran ofacceleratingtheimplementing
ofits commitments aimed atbenefitting
the Iranian nation from THE JCPOA.
Meanwhile, the British government’s
special envoy on Iran trade, Norman
Lamont, said thatthe occurred delays
inimplementing the INSTEX are due to
serious US objections againstit.

He, all the same, expressed hope that
this means will in the future make up for
apartofthe Europeans’ commitments,
make up for the US sanctions, and
facilitate for payingIran’ssold oilmoney
to Tehran.

With the passage of more time, the
deficiencies of INSTEX were made more
and more evident, and itwas also known
that the European companies were
fearing the Trump administration’s
sanctionsand were therefore notwilling
tousethe INSTEX.

The European countries, too, only voiced
opposition againstthe US sanctions, but
inpracticeyielded to them.

The British business attachéatthe time
toldIRNA in July 2018, “We encourage
the British companiessolongasthey will
recognize trade opportunitiesinIranand
those who have officesinIran, too,should
continue their activities solongasthey
will notendanger theirinterestsin the
United States.Ahigh-ranking European
diplomat who spoke on condition of
anonymity, too, said thatthe INSTEX has
beenimplemented, butthe companies
mustworkwithit.“We cannoturge them
toworkwith Iran. The companies that
areworking with Americaare notwilling
toworkwith Iran. He further explained.
“They fearlestthe USwill sanctionthem
and do notwantto be the first firm that
usesthe INSTEX.

The INSTEX was thus just a political
figure made by the European countries
inthename ofremaining committed to
THEJCPOA, but the two of them have
practicallybeen ofnouse for Iran and the
Iraniannation.

California health officials are asking vaccine providers to stop

administering abatch of Moderna’s COVID19-jab, after an

unusually highnumber of adversereactions were linked to the

drug.

Doses from Moderna Lot 041L20A are
suspected of causing a “higher-than-usual
number of adverse events” and should be
shelved until a properinvestigation can be
conducted, the California Departmentof Public
Health said on Sunday, RT reported.

State epidemiologist Dr.EricaS.Pansaidina
statementthat “fewer than 10 individuals”
suffered “apossible severeallergicreaction”
andrequired medical attention over the past
24 hoursafterbeinginjected with the specific
batch ofvaccine. All of theincidentsappearto
have occurred atasingle community clinicthat
wasadministeringthelot. The site reportedly
closed for several hours after the string of
adversereactionsoccurred, before switchingto
adifferentbatchofthedrug.
“Outofanextreme abundance of cautionand
alsorecognizingthe extremelylimited supply

‘Unusually High Number of Adverse Reactions’
Halts Injections of Vaccine in California

ofvaccine,wearerecommendingthatproviders
useotheravailablevaccineinventory,’thehealth
officialsaid.

More than 330,000 doses from the same
Modernavaccinebatch havebeendistributed
to287 providersacrossthestate, butthisisthe
firsttime thathealth authorities havereceived
reportsdetailingadversereactionsassociated
withthelot,accordingto Pan.

While acknowledging that “less data exists
onadversereactionsrelated tothe Moderna
vaccine,” the state epidemiologistsaid thatit’s
rareforvaccinestotriggerseriousside effects.
Moderna, the Centers for Disease Controland
Prevention (CDC),and the US Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) arereviewingthe batch
andallrelevantmedical data.

The COVID-19jabhasbeenlinked toothercases
ofseriousmedical emergencies.In December,a
physicianin Boston said he suffered one ofthe
worstallergicreactionshe’s ever experienced
afterreceivingModerna’svaccine, describing
theepisodeaspotentiallylife-threatening.
Similar caseslinked to the Pfizer/BioNTech
vaccine havebeenreferredtothe CDCand FDA
forreview.

Beijing Likens Pompeoto
A‘Mantis’ after Latest US

Sanctions

China on Mondaylikened outgoing
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
toa “praying mantis” in a colorful
condemnation of the latest US
sanctions sparked by the mass
arrestof Hong Kongpro-democracy
activists.

Pompeo, one of the Trump
administration’s mostvociferous
China hawks, has spent his final
days in office unveiling a host of
measures targeting Beijingahead
of Wednesday’s inauguration of US
President-elect]oe Biden.
Amongthemwas freshsanctionson
sixofficials-including HongKong’s

solerepresentative to China’s top
lawmakingbody -inresponsetothe
recentarrestof55democracyactivists
underanewsecuritylaw.

“Hong Kong’s development from
chaosto stability isunstoppable,”
Beijing’sHongKongand Macau Affairs
Officesaidinitsfirstresponsetothe
sanctionsonMonday, AFPreported.
“Peoplelike Pompeoarenothingbut
laughable praying mantiseswhoare
tryinginvaintostoptherollingwheels
ofhistory.”

The metaphor stems from an old
Chineseidiom thatdescribes futility
inwhichamantistriestostopachariot
withitslegs.

Dismissing US sanctions as “a
politicaltrickwhenall othertricksare

exhausted,” the office urged Pompeo
to “wind upthe show” -areferenceto
hisimpending departure from office.
On Saturday the Hong Kong
governmentslammed the sanctions
as “insane, shamelessand despicable”
-oneofahostofrecentstatements
fromthe business hub’sauthorities
thatchanneltherhetoricused by the
authoritarianmainland.
HongKongwas convulsed by seven
months of huge and often violent
democracy protestsin2019.

China dismissed the protestsand
has since overseen a widespread
crackdown in the financial hub,
including imposing a draconian
securitylawlastyearthatcriminalizes
muchdissent.
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