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Production of 6 majormining
productsup 16% in 9 months

The production of six major mining industry products
hasincreased by an average of 16 percentin the first
nine monthsofthe currentIranian calendaryear (March
20-December20,2020),thelatestdatareleased byIran’s
Industry, Mining,and Trade Ministry show.

Based onthe mentioned data, during the firstnine
months ofthis year, production of crude steel and steel
products, copper cathode, cement,aluminumingots, as
wellasaluminaincreased compared to the same period
inthe previousyear.

Asreported,aluminumingots had the highest growth
rateamong the productsin the mentioned period with
a51.2percentrise, followed by cement, copper cathode,
steel products,and alumina, with 14.8,11.2,9.5,and 8.3
percentincreaserespectively.

The production of aluminum ingots stood at 308,200
tonsinthesaid nine months, whileinthe same periodlast
year, 203,800 tons of this product were produced.
Asforcement,inthe currentyear’s nine-month period
53.606 milliontons of cementwere produced compared
tothe46.691 millionforthe previousyear’s same period.
Thelowest production growth rate was reported for
alumina, with 175,300 tons of the commodity produced
inthe mentioned time spancomparedto 172,100 tonsin
thepreviousyear’ssame period.

The country’s steel products outputincreased from
17.53 milliontonsinthefirstnine monthsofthelastyear
t019.199 million tonsin the same period this year. The
production of steelingotsalsorose from 19.986 million
to21.68millioninthe period underreview.
[ranisthetenth-largeststeelmakerinthe world and the
country’s steel ingot production capacity is expected to
reach 55 milliontonsbythe Iranian calendaryear 1404
(beginsonMarch 21,2025).Accordingto the Industry
Mining,and Trade Ministry, the mining sectoraccounted
for 25 percentofthe country’snon-oilrevenuesin the
pastlranian calendaryear (ended on March 19,2020).
[ranisone ofthe top 10 mineral-rich countriesin the
worldinwhich 68 types of mineralshavebeenidentified
sofar,including the world’slargest deposits of copper,
zinc,andiron; so there are numerouslarge, medium,
and small-sized minesacross the country thatare being
operated by the government or the private sector.

So, the country has set a new target for further
development of its mining sector as the country’s
economy is moving away from oil toward becoming oil-
independent.

Iran, Tajikistan discuss labor
market, entrepreneurship

Iranian Ambassador to Tajikistan Mohammad Taqi
Saberiand Tajik Minister of Labor, Migration,and Public
Employment Amonzoda Shirin Shodi on Wednesday
reviewed labor market, vocational training and
entrepreneurship.Bothsides discussed cooperationin
labor market, vocational trainingand entrepreneurship
fields, Saberiwrote in his Twitteraccount.Saberi earlier
held talks with senior Tajik officials namely speaker of
the parliament, Minister of Energy & Water Resources
and Minister of Culture over bilateral ties.

Iranexports S1S9m worth
zincin pastnine months

Iranhasexported some $189 million worthzincoverthe
pastnine months ofthe currentIranian year,according
tothelateststatisticsby Iran’s Customs Administration.
Zincproductshave beenamongIran’s 30 main exports
itemsinthe mining sector after steel and copper, the
reportsaid.ltadded thatIrantraded some 110 million
tons of commodities valued at some $52 billion with
foreign countries overthe pastnine-month period.
[ran’s exports accounted for some 85 million tons
of commodities valued at $25 billion in the above-
mentioned period, itsaid.
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Iran calls for achieving 208 billion trade

target with Iraq

Minister of Industries, Miningand Trade

Alireza Razm-Hosseini on Wednesday

called forachieving 20$ billion trade

target with Iraq, saying that Iranian

goodsmake up for 25 percentdemands

ofthelraqi market.
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Razm-Hosseini

made the
remarks in
a meeting

with the Iraqi
Minister  of
Trade Alaa
Ahmed al-
Jubourion Wednesday.
Iran seeks to expand
and deepen trade
ties with neighbors
to boost the export
level, he said, adding
that Iraq ranks
first on exporting
Iranian products to
neighboring countries.
Regarding some
potentials of Iranian
Industry, he noted:
"Steel production in
Iran hits 30 million
tons, producing the
capacity of 400,000
tonsincopperindustry
and exports amounted
toeightbilliondollars.
"Iran will achieve
production capacity of
more than 52 million
tonsof steelinthenear
future,and in the next
four years it will take
place in the field of
copper productionin
the number oftop 10
countriesinthe world
and these capacities
are suitable fields
for deepening trade

in the main cities of
Iragand activityinthe
field of modernizing
industries, saying,.
"Despite the sanctions
onlran, Iranian trade
activists have taken
great steps thanks
to the domestic
manufacturers to
deepen cooperation of
the two countries.

*** Jraqi Minister
emphasize on Barter
Trade with Iran

Iraqi Minister of Trade
Alaa Ahmed al-Jubouri
too for his partin this
meeting, called for the
developmentoftrade
ties between the two
countries, especiallyin
thebartertrade.

The trade balance of
Iran and Iraqis high,
whichisapositive field
fortheinterestsofthe
two countries, Iraqi
Minister of Trade said,
stressingthe necessity
of holding different
exhibitions to offer
productsdirectly.

COVID-19 Pandemic
impact on the world
economy,emphasizing
thatthe development
oftradetiesisessential
and the development
oftrade cooperations
isconsidered.

Iraqi Minister of Trade
Alaa Ahmed al-Jubouri
arrived in Tehran on
Monday at the head
of a delegation to
attend the 4th Iran-
Iraq Joint Economic
Commission.

The4thlIran-Iraq]Joint
EconomicCommission
meeting began in the

Iranian capital on
Tuesday.
The two-day

commission meeting
is participated by
high-ranking officials
fromboth sidesand a
number of economic
activists.

Iraqi Minister of Trade
Alaa Ahmed al-Jubouri
on Tuesday had a
meeting with Iran’s
First Vice-President

***Iran, Iraq targeting

20billiondollartrade
Iran and Iraq
Presidents have

agreed to augment
trade to $20 billion a
year andregardingthe
economictiesbetween
Iran and the Iraqi
Kurdistan Region in
the time of Pandemic

COVID-19.
As the trade volume
between Iran and

Iraq grows, Iraq is
becomingIran's main
export market, and
eveninsomemonths of
theyear, Iran's export
to Iraq has outgrown
the volume with China.
With the aim of
developingtrade with
Iraq, Iran's ministries
of industry and
economy, aswellasthe
Central Bank of Iran,
havealreadyincreased
provision of foreign
exchange assistance
to supportexporters
of technical and
engineering services

relationsbetweenlIran Al-Jubouriadded:Iraq Eshaq]Jahangiri. tolraqfortwoyears
andIraqg,"hesaid. isthesecondlargest He also attended According to
*##* [ran ready to hold tradingpartneroflran the inauguration Secretary-General of
specialized exhibits in after China. ceremony ofthe 20th Iran-Iraq Chamber
Iraq The Iraqi Minister of Iran International ofCommerce Hamid
Razm-Hosseini JIradeunderlinedthe Electricity Exhibition Hosseini, 80% of
stressed Iran's €¢cooperationbetween (IEE 2020) and the Iranian companies
readiness to hold two countriesinthe 16th International usethelraqiKurdistan
specialized exhibits time of COVID-19 WaterandWastewater Region totake partin

Pandemic, noting Exhibitionin Tehran the Iragi market.
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outputrises 13%
inllmonthsyr/
yr: WSA

Production of crude steel (steel
ingot)inlranhasrisen 13 percent
duringJanuary-November, 2020,
accordingtoareportreleased
by the World Steel Association
(WSA).

[tiswhile the crude steel output
intheworld has decreased 1.3
percentinthe mentioned time
span,IRNAreported.

The WSA'sreportsaid thatIran
has produced 26.369 million

11-month period 0f2020, while
thefigurewas 23 milliontonsin
thesametimespanof2019.

The country’s monthly crude
steel output stood at 2.575
milliontonsin November 2020,
rising 14 percent from 2.256
milliontonsinNovember2019.
Meanwhile, the recent data
released by the Iranian sources
show that production of steel

ingot in the country has

increased 8.3 percent during
the first nine months of the
currentlIranian calendar year
(March20-December20,2020)
compared to the same period of
timeinthepastyear.
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What's News

Int'l Exhibit
on Water,
Electricityopens

inTehran

The 20th
International
Electricity Exhibition
(IEE) and the 16th
International Water

and Wastewater
Exhibition of
Iran opened at

Tehran Permanent
International
Fairgrounds, aiming
toboostIraniantrade
with outside world.
The 20th  Iran
International
Electricity Exhibition
(IEE 2020) and the
16th International
Waterand Wastewater
Exhibition Kkicked
off on Tuesday in a
ceremony attended
by Iranian Energy
Minister Reza
Ardakanianand Iraqi
Trade Minister Alla
Ahmed Al-Jubouri.
Over 275 domestic
and foreign companies
are  participating
in the mentioned
exhibitions, of which
200 exhibitors are
present in the IEE
expo and more than
75 companies are
participating in the
water and wastewater
exhibition.

Iran’s International
Waterand Wastewater
Exhibition, and the
IEE exhibition, as the
largestindustrial and
commercial eventsin
Iranin their sectors,
areheld annually with
thepresenceofalarge
number of capable
domesticand foreign
companiesinthe field
of electricity,aswellas
water and wastewater
industries.

The exhibitions are
a great opportunity
for companies active
in these industries,
to showcase their
achievements and
products to the
experts and people
involved in the special
fields, and to direct
their future activities
and innovations
by considering the
market demand the
industry trends and
direction ofeconomic
development.
Chairwoman of a
headquarters in
charge of organizing
the exhibitions, Ms.
Sedigeh Babran, said
thatvisitors canattend
the two events at
Tehran’sinternational
fairground onJanuary
12-15.
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US Operation
Warp Speed
ChiefAdviser
Resigns, Biden's
Transition

Official Says
MoncefSlaoui, the US chief
adviser for Operation Warp
Speed, hasresigned but will
beavailabletotheincoming
Joe Bidenadministrationas
aconsultantforabout four
weeks, a Biden transition
official said late on Tuesday.
Slaoui's role leading
the COVID-19 vaccine
development for the
government effort is
expected tobe diminished
afterJan.20,according to
CNBC, whichfirstreported
the development.

The Biden team has not
asked Slaoui to stay past
his current contract, which
includes a 30 days’ notice
before termination, CNBC
said.

The US Department
of Health and Human
Services, which oversees
Operation Warp Speed, did
notimmediately respondto
requests for comment late
Tuesday.

Operation Warp Speed
is the US government’s
program to distribute
COVID-19vaccines.

The operation started last
yearas anational effortby
the Department of Health
and Human Services,
and the Department of
Defense, aiming to provide
substantial quantities of
safe and effective vaccines
for Americans by January
2021.

However, only about 2.6
million Americans had
received a COVID-19
vaccine goinginto thelast
day of December, putting
the United States far short
ofthe government’s target
to vaccinate 20 million
peoplelastmonth.
“Weknow thatitshould be
better and we are working
hard to make it better,”
Slaoui said at a media
briefinglatein December.
Slaoui, a former
GlaxoSmithKline executive
who had also served on
the board of Moderna
Inc, was named last
spring to spearhead the
government’s effort at
developing a COVID-19
vaccine onanaccelerated
schedule.

According to Politico,
Slaouihad said he planned
to step down by early
this year, but last week
he said he “decided to
extend that in order to
ensure thatthe operation
continues to perform
the way ithas performed
through the transition of
administration.”

US Allegation of Iran’s Link with Al-
Qaeda Sign of Desperation: Foreign
Ministry

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh
dismissed the false accusations of Iranian ties with the al-
Qaedaleveled by the outgoing US secretary of state as a sign
of Washington’s frustration and the failure of its policy of
maximum pressure on Tehran.In a statement on Tuesday,
Khatibzadeh dismissed Mike Pompeo’s allegation as arehash of
oldaccusations.Repeating accusations and showing fabricated
documentsunder the name of revealing confidential information
by Pompeo, the US secretary of state, in the one weekleft until the
rebelliousrule ofthe Trump regime ends, shows their desperation

and the failure of the maximum pressure policy against Iran,” he
said.“Resorting to such ploys and threadbare and baseless claims
can, by no means, help the terrorist US regime correct its path,
which s full of mistakes, and restore the unjustifiable image of
the officials of thisregime,” Khatibzadeh noted.“Earlier, Pompeo
had, once again, during the time he was the head of the CIA, and
inexchange for petrodollars, soughtto establish a fabricated link
between Iran and al-Qaedain order to use blackmail and false
propaganda to shiftresponsibility and pressure from US allies,
whichwere the accused in the case of Al-Qaeda and support for
the September 11 disaster,” he added.“However, until the end of
the tenure of the Trump administration, he failed to make the
USand the world’s public opinion believe the story he had made
up,” the spokesman said.He stressed that Iranian officials have

President Allays Concerns about Iran’s
Access to Coronavirus Vaccine

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani assured

peoplethathisadministration strives tomeet

demand for the coronavirus vaccine with a

homegrown product, purchasesfromreliable

foreign companies, and delivery of vaccine

through the World Health Organization's
COVAX program.

Speaking aftera
trilateral meeting
ofheadsoflran’s
branches of
power, held on
Tuesday,Rouhani

NEWS

—W—dismissed

given the properresponse tosuch
blame games and Hollywood-
style scenarios through all
theseyears.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran,
which itselfhasbeenavictim
of the US state terrorism and
the groupsitsupported, has a
brilliantand defensible trackrecord
infightingal-Qaedaand ISISterrorism,
and believes this page of the show staged

by the radical camp in the US will not contribute to their thirst
for,and addiction to sanctions or acts to trigger tensions,” the
spokesperson said, according to the Foreign Ministry’s website.

NEWS

Venezuelacondemns

US policy of seizing fuel
shipments

Condemning America’s top diplomat Tuesday
of boasting about stealing millions of dollars
belongingto people, Venezuela's foreign minister
said that US Secretary of State Pompeo will face
justice for such “criminal” activity.

Venezuela accused America’s top diplomat
of boasting about stealing millions of dollars
belongingtoits people, alluding to the Trump
administration’s policy of seizing fuel shipments
destined for the country as partofits sanctions
policy againstthe Maduro government. Anadolu
Agencyreported.Inaposton Twitter, Foreign
Minister Jorge Arreazasaid thatsooner or later,

speculations about the
COVID-19 vaccine supply
in the virtual space that

may concernpeople.
“One of the important
issues for the

administration at this
junctureisundoubtedly
supplying the
(coronavirus) vaccine
needed by people,” the
presidentemphasized.
He gave an assurance
that the administration
would take all necessary
measures to develop a
homegrown vaccine and
make purchases from the
reliable companies that
are a hundred percent
trustworthy:.

“The administration has
also applied for vaccine

from COVAXand hasmade
a payment. Millions of
dosesofvaccine have been
purchasedin thatway that
would be supplied and the
vaccination will be carried
out,” the presidentadded.
Rouhani also pointed to
the topicsdiscussedinthe
trilateral meeting with
the Judiciary chief and
the Parliament speaker,
citingthe health ofpeople,
livelihood conditions,and
nullification of the cruel
sanctions.

Highlighting the
administration’ssuccessin
reducingthe coronavirus
death toll to a two-digit
number after months,
the president said it is
importantto preserve the

decliningfatality rates.

Ontheplanstosupportand
improve thelivelihood of
people, Rouhani said Iran
hasbeen grapplingwitha
massive economic war for
threeyears,butthe people
have overcome major
problems withresistance
and fortitude.

Hesaid thatthe nextyear’s
national budgetproposed
by the administration
has focused on the
livelihood conditions,
expressing hope thatthe
coordination with the
heads of the Parliament
and the Judiciary would
helpachievethebudgetary
targets and serve the
national interests and
development.

Like the past two years,
theadministration has cut
off the current budget’s
dependence on the oil
revenuesinthe proposed
budgetbill, the president
added, according to the
government’s website.

He further denounced
the cruel sanctions the
enemies have imposed
onlran, stressing thatthe
sanctions mustbeliftedin
order for “commitmentvis-
a-viscommitment”.
Echoingremarksby Leader
ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali
Khamenei, the president
said Iran would take a
practical stepinresponse
toevery practical step from
the otherside.

Zarif: Pompeo
Ending Disastrous
Careerwith Lies
Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifderided
his American counterpart as
Mr. ‘we lie, cheat, steal’, saying

Pompeoisendinghisdisastrous
careerwithmorewarmongering
lies.

“From designating Cuba to
fictitiousIran ‘declassifications’
and AQ claims, Mr. ‘welie, cheat,
steal’is pathetically ending his
disastrous career with more

warmongeringlies,” Zarifsaid in
apostonhisTwitteraccountafter
theUS designated Cubaasastate
sponsorofterrorismandaccused
Iranoflinks withal-Qaeda.

“No one is fooled. All 9/11
terrorists came from Pompeo's
favorite ME destinations; NONE

fromIran,” Zarifunderlined.

In May 2020, the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
accidentally disclosed the name
ofaSaudidiplomatsuspected of
directingsupporttotwoal-Qaeda
hijackersinthe September11,
2001 attacksontheUS.

RussiaSlams
‘Baseless’US
Allegations of Iran’s
LinkwithAl-Qaeda
Russian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zamir Kabulovsaid
inastatementon Wednesday
thatWashington's claimsabout
Iranbecominga"safehaven"for
al-Qaedaarebaseless."Itseems

that (US Secretary of State) Mr
(Mike) Pompeo, atthe end (of
Donald Trump’s presidency),
wants to do something
else to hurt Iran. But this is
absolutely unsubstantiated
and unreasonable. There is
absolutely no information”,
Kabulov said when asked if
Moscowhadanyinfoaboutthe
assertion of Tehran'slinks to

al-Qaeda.Thestatementcomes
a day after Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifwenton Twitter toberate
Pompeo over hisallegations
that Tehran develops ties
with al-Qaeda.Zarif called the
allegations ostensiblybased on
"fictitious" intelligence data,
addingthat Mr “welie, cheat,
steal" Pompeo "is pathetically

ending his disastrous career
withmorewarmongeringlies”.
Theremarks followed Pompeo
accusing Iran of actively
supportingal-Qaeda, claiming
that the Islamic Republic
currently servesasa "home
base" for the terrorist group
and provides operatives with
travel documentsand logistical
support.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo will face
justice for such “criminal” activity.He ended the
tweetby mocking Pompeo overthe factthathis
time atthe White House will end in just a few
days.Arreaza’sremarks cameinresponsetoa
tweetby Pompeo earlier in the day on the US
policy of seizing fuel shipments destined for
Venezuelabeingsupplied by Iran.Inrecentyears,
Pompeo and Trump have taken strongand illegal
positions against Venezuela and the person of
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro.

Iran Red Crescent Society
exporting medicine to West
Africa

Iran’sRed CrescentSocietyis exportingmedicine
toIvory Coastand West Africa, IRCS chiefKarim
Hemmatisaid on Wednesday.Hemmati made the
remarksinameetingin Abidjan with Minister of
Health of [vory Coast Eugene Aka-Aouélé.The
Ivorian official, for his part, said he was happy to
meetwiththehead ofIran’sRed CrescentSociety.
Aka-Aouélésaid thatlranisafriendly country for
Ivory Coastand Iranian Embassy makes every
effortto help the Ivory Coastin differenthealth
issues.He said that the visit to [vory Coast by
Dr.Hemmati would help strengthen relations
between Iran’s Red Crescent Society and that
Ministry of Health of [vory Coast.

Earlierinthe day, Hemmatialso had ameeting
with President of the Red Cross Society of
Coted'lvoire Léonce DA in which he called for
enhanced cooperation of the two humanitarian
bodies.Duringthe meeting, Hemmatielaborated
onIRCS activitiesinside Iran and outside the
country,saying thatoverthelast 10 months, IRCS
hasexercised partnershipin fighting COVID-19.
Referring to his visitto Iranian medical clinics
in Ivory Coast, saying necessary measures
should be taken for renovating equipmentin
the clinicand professional services delivery.
Meanwhile, Léonce DA said: “We are proud that
the Iranian Red Crescent Society, as one of the
mostimportantandlongstanding partners, is
working with Ivory Coastand is one of the few
countriesthatprovide humanitarian services."

US shedding crocodile tears on
chemical weapons victims

The United States has accused the Islamic Republic of Iran
ofviolating the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), but
in fact, the Iranian people are victims of chemical attacks
by Iraq's Baathistregime, which were supplied by the West,

especially the US.

After 33 years since the horrible massacre of women and
children during the chemical attack on Sardasht, inIran's
West Azarbaijan province; now those who provided Saddam
Hussein's regime with chemical weapons are claiming that

Iranisaviolator ofthe CWC.

Mike Pompeo who is the secretary of state of the same
country,whose administration had given the greenlightto
the Baathistregime to committhe horrific crime against
Iranian civilians, accuses Iran of ignoringits commitments
under the international convention.

The deafeningsilence of the international community and

courts concerning US-backed crimes against humanity
and state terrorismisadisgraceful phenomenonintoday's
world.
Pompeo as an American official, who is the main opponent
of [ran's proposal to create the Middle East free from nuclear
weapons puts forward baseless accusations against the
Islamic Republic, which have been dismissed by other

diplomats.

Russian Ambassadorand Permanent Representative to the
International Organizationsin Vienna Mikhail Ulyanovruled
outPompeo'santi-Iranian claimin atweet, saying thatIran
itselfis avictim of chemical weapons.

75years after the United States targeted Japan with nuclear

andsoon.
UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said inavideo
message on the 75th anniversary ofthe atomicbombing of

weapons and broughtabouta humanitarian catastrophe,
killing hundreds of thousands of innocent people in
Hiroshimaand Nagasaki, the USadministration continues
to commitcrimes thistimein Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, Syria

the
two Japanese cities that

the only way to eliminate the nuclear threatis to
eliminateit.
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) warned
onthe occasion ofthe nuclearbombingthatthere arenearly

14,000 atomicbombsinthe world,addingthateach ofthemis

farmore powerful and destructive than the bombs thatwere
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki.




Banning US vaccine import not to be termed political

issue

Amember of Expediency Council Hojjatoleslam Gholamreza Mesbahi
Moghadam said thatIran’sbanningtoimport American-made vaccine should
notbe considered asapoliticalissue.Speakinginaninterview with Mehrnews
agency on Wed., he stated thatbanning to buyand import COVID-19 vaccine from
USand UKis completely ‘scientific’and thisissue has nothing to do with the political

disputebetween Iranand the United States.Turning to the practicality of instructions of

20000 Rials

Leader ofthe Islamic Revolutionregarding the prohibition of buying coronavirus, COVID-19, vaccine
fromthe United States, Mehbahi Moghadamadded, “The constructive instructionsraised by Leader of
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c!le{mcalweapons 'Eghtedar 99’
victims naval drill kicks
g offin Makran
Iran callsfor Coast
- 'Eghtedar 99' naval drill
a(.}h.le g20$ kicked off on Wednesday
bl]hontl'adetal'get morning in Makran Coast
with Il'aq and the northern Indian
Ocean.The first day of a
Iran CXPOI'tS two-day navaldrill dubbed
R Eghtedar (Power) began
189Sm worthzince today in Makran Coastand
in past nine month, thenorthernIndian Ocean.
a Accordingtothe Army Public

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

Relations, inthefirstphase of
the exercise, whichwasheld
unexpectedly, the Army's

05:40:36 surface, subsurfaceandflight
Noon call to prayer: unitswere expanded tothe

| eneralareaofthe exercise
12:12:28 8

Evening call to prayer:

12:12:28

WEATHER
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tocontinuetheirspecialized
exercisesaccording to the
predetermined scenario.
The firing of surface-to-
surface cruise missiles,
the firing of torpedoes
from indigenous naval
submarines, the specialized
trainingofspecial operations
teamsonshoreandatsea,as
wellasdroneand electronic
warfareoperationsareother
partsoftheexercise.

theIslamicRevolution fornotimporting COVID-19 vaccines from the USand UKas well as from France
indicatealackofconfidenceinthevaccines produced by these countries.”

President Allays Concerns about Iran’s
Access to Coronavirus Vaceine

Unreliable media are info source for people in
Weston Islam

Referringto the profound impact ofIslamic thoughtand culture

onthe "the west", Prof. Taliaferro says, "primary source of

informationin the westaboutIslamis from public media, which

isnotoriously unreliable."

ItwasonJanuary 21,2015, that The Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei made importantpointsinaletter
addressed to the Europeanyouth.

The content of the letter included warnings
abouttheapproachesand political behavior
ofthe West and the United States, as well as
informing the Western nations about their
responsibility to know Islam directly.
Thepointthatcanbehighlighted inthe valuable
content of this letter and can even be used
asaroadmap and a historical document, is
thatinthatyear we were warned about the
developments that the world experienced
recently.

The post-election period in the United Statesis
thetimethathasbeenwarned of manytimesand
indifferentways.

Although almost the majority of the public
opinionaccepted these warnings and was well
aware thatthe Westerninitiatives had failed for
the nations, the developments of the last few
years, especially the COVID-19 crisis and the
USelection turmoil indicated the failure much
earlierthanexpected.

Citizens of Europe and the West must not
allow organized terrorists to be introduced
as representatives of Islam. Defamatory
figures should notbe allowed to create a gap
between European publicopinion and the main
reality of [slam. The gap leads to the creation
ofan emotional barrier and the possibility of
impartialjudgmentis further denied.

The West mustbecome acquainted with true
I[slam without prejudice and intermediaries,
and on the other hand, itmustnotbe confined
toimaginary borders. The monopoly of the
Western mediais the mostimportantreason
thatthe Westand its citizens are not directly
acquainted withIslam.

The measuresthatare currentlybeingadopted

under the name of [slam in the world and the
regionareaimedatdestroying theimage ofIslam
and on the other hand providing the ground for
presentingadeviantmodel of the religion and
replacingit with British or American models.
Thiswasthe mission of ISILandterroristgroups.
We discussed theissue of [slamophobiain the
west with Charles Taliaferro, a professor of
philosophyatSt.OlafCollege in the US.

Why has the old policy of Islamophobia and
hatred against Muslims been intensified in
recentyears?

Even before he was elected, Donald Trump
aroused the fear of Muslims as a way to solidify
his America-firstpolitical base. This, of course,
fliesinthe face of the roughly three and a half
million Muslims who are citizens in the United
States, letalone those who have distinguished
positionsinthe government; myrepresentative
inthe House of Representatives is Muslim,
as is our Attorney General. Trump fueled
resentmentover American soldierskilled in
Iraqand Afghanistan, accused his opponents
of supporting ISIS, and portrayed the Islamic
Republicoflranasnottobetrustedinthe use of
nuclear power.

Doesthe publicopinion of the westhave areal
knowledge of Islam?and from what source do
they getthisknowledge?

Isuspectthatthe primary source ofinformation
inthe westaboutIslamis from public media,
whichis notoriously unreliable as television
outletssuchas Fox News trafficina combination
of fear and entertainment. This is slowly
changingaseducatorsand leaders of different
faith communities seek solidarity. There has
been anational movementin many Christian
churchestoestablishrelations with the different
branches of Islam. American Muslims have
joined Christiansin condemningrecent police
killings ofunarmed Blackmen. Educationinthe
USAisalsoslowlyshiftingto Global history. Inmy
own field, philosophy, the history of philosophy
isbecomingless centered on Euro-American
affairs. Thisis partly due to the evident factthat
"the west" has been profoundly impacted by
Islamicthoughtand culture.

WhatsApp’s New Privacy Policy Sparks Outery

Worldwide

Thelatest changes to messaging service WhatsApp’s privacy

policy are drawingire fromits users around the world.

The company announced on Jan. 6 it will force users to share

information with Facebookifthey wanttokeep usingthe service.

Privacy advocates have questioned the move,
citingFacebook’strackrecord inhandlinguser
data.Ithasalso prompted some people online
—including Tesla founder Elon Musk — to call
foruserstoleave theappand use more privacy-
focused messaging services like Signal and
Telegram, Global Newsreported.

“Every time a company combines data from
multiple sources, multiple platforms,itraises
privacy concerns because itincreases the
possibility that people canbeidentified, thata
company knowsmoreaboutyou,” said Anatoliy
Gruzd, an associate professor and Canada
Research Chairin privacy-preserving digital
technologiesatRyerson University.
“WhatsApp users are concerned about the
increased integration with Facebook.”

The updated privacy policy requires users
to “agree” to share dataitcollects aboutyou
—suchasyourphonenumberandlocation —
with Facebookby Feb. 8 orelseloseaccessto
theiraccounts.This datawillbe shared with the
broader Facebooknetwork, suchas Instagram
and Messenger, and applies regardless of
whetheryouhaveaccounts or profiles there.
The option to share data with Facebook has
existed on theapp foryears,butup untilnow, it
wasonlyanoption.

The termsnow clearly state that “WhatsApp
receives information from, and shares
information with, the other Facebook
companies. We may use the information
wereceive from them, and they may use the
information we share with them, to help
operate” and marketservices.

Interms ofhowthe messagingservice functions
—nothinghaschanged.

The key allure of the app — end-to-end
encrypted conversations and calls — is still
intact. Neither WhatsApp itselfnor Facebook
and its entities can access them, meaningno

one,including WhatsApp, knows whatusers
aresayingto eachother.

WhatsApp saysitwill notshare contacts with
Facebook, nor canitor Facebook see users
sharedlocation. Messages canstill be set to
disappear and groups still remain private, the
company clarified on Twitter thisweek.

The type ofinformation thatis being shared
with Facebookisthe maindifference. According
tothe policy, other information that will be
shared with Facebookincludes the user’s
browserinformation, language, time zone, IP
addressand mobile network.

Your phone’s battery level, signal strength
and connection information — such as your
internetservice provider —willalsobe shared.
Expertssaythis change deepenstheintegration
between Facebookand WhatsApp. Itdoesn’t
comeasasurpriseto Gruzd.
“Theyalwaysintended to integrate WhatsApp
with otherservices,” he said. “They’re trying
tomonetize —make money outof WhatsApp.
Fromabusinessperspective,itmakessense.”
But the privacy concerns from its users
are legitimate, he said. WhatsApp might
still encrypt text conversations, but “other,
unencrypted datapoints” maybe problematic
—now orinthe future."As with many products
like these, sometimes companies collect data
and they don’tknowhow they plan onusingit,”
hesaid. “Once they start, it's then we discover
ethicaland privacy concerns.”

Partofthe concern stems from Facebook’s
not-so-responsible trackrecord on privacy, he
added.

“It'spartofthisholistic perception of Facebook
as a company and what they do to protect
theiruserbase,” he said.“Facebook haslong
beenin the spotlight for privacy breaches
and security vulnerabilities, starting from
the Cambridge Analytica scandal. Everyissue
sincehasadded toanegative perception ofthe
company overall.”

OnJan. 6, the day WhatsApp warned about
itsupdated privacy terms, users started to
abandon ship. Many have opted to take their
encrypted conversationsto similar messaging
apps Signaland Telegram.
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