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WATEX, IEE exhibitions
Kkick offin Tehran

The 16th Iran International Water & Wastewater
Exhibition (WATEX) and the 20th Iran International
Electricity Exhibition (IEE) kicked off on Tuesday at
Tehran International Permanent Fairground.

The 16th Iran International Water & Wastewater
Exhibition is the biggest annual industrial and
commercial event with the presence ofalarge number
of domesticand foreign companies in this field. It
displays the mostinnovative products and the most
advanced technologies in this field. This Exhibition is
anopportunity for getting information on productsand
suppliersinaconcentrated period of time.

The 20thIranInternational Electricity Exhibition focuses
exclusively onthe Electricalindustry. The objective of this
expositionistoactasacomprehensiveresource forthe
industry,itsmembers, prospective business visitorsand
customers by providingin-depthinformationaboutthe
industryand thelatesttrendsinfluencingits progress.
200 domesticand foreign participants are presentin
thisexhibition.

These exhibitions are held by fully observing health
protocols due to the spread of the novel coronavirus,
COVID-19,inthe country.

WATEX and IEE will run until January 15 at Tehran
International Permanent Fairground.

Iran-IraqJoint Economic

Commission convenesin
Tehran

The4thIran-IraqJoint Economic Commission meeting
beganinthe Iranian capital on Tuesday.

The two-day commission meetingis participated by
high-ranking officials from both sidesand anumber of
economicactivists.

[raqi Minister of Trade Alaa Ahmed al-Jubouriarrivedin
Tehran on Mondaty atthe head ofadelegationtoattend
themeeting.

The meeting aims to explore ways to boost bilateral
cooperationindifferentareasbased onthe geographical,
culturaland religious common grounds.

Kyrgyzstan keen on transit
of goodsviasouthern Iranian
ports: Ambassador

-Kyrgyzstan's Ambassador to [ran Avaz Bek Atahanov
stressed the need to developing strategic cooperation
intransportationand transit of goods through southern
[ranian portstohis country. Atahanovmade the remarks
inameetingheld with Managing Director of Iran's Ports
and Maritime Organization (PMO) Mohammad Rastad.

Inthe meeting, theambassador said transit of goods
through Iraniansouthern portsto Sarakhsborderinthe
northeastern [ranian province of Razavi Khorasan then
toKyrgyzstanis of paramountimportance dueto closure
oftheborderbetween Kyrgyzstanand China.

He further expressed hope that such a capacity will be
madeuseof.

Meanwhile, Rastad said Iranisreadyto promoteitsports,
maritime and training capacities inline with mutual
benefits with Kyrgyzstan.

Thanksto the active presence of operatorsand suitable
equipmentin the north and south of Iran, it will be
possibleto presentservices with the highest qualityand
theleastcost, Rastad noted.Referring to development
inthe strategic port of Chabaharin southernIranand
launch of Zahedan-Chabahar railway project, he the
[ranian porthasagreat capacity to transit goods to
Central Asian states including Kyrgyzstan.Touching
uponthe 2016 ChabaharagreementbetweenIran, India
and Afghanistan, Rastad said itdoesnot mean that the
agreementislimited tothe three countries, other states
canalsojoinittomakeuseofits capacities.
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Q3 Unemployment Rate at %9.4

Iran’s

unemployment rate,

the

proportion ofjobless population ofages

15andabove, stood at %9.4 in the third

quarter ofthe currentfiscal year (Sept.

-22Dec.2020,20),indicatinga %1.2

decline compared with the same period

oflastyear.
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According to the
latestreportofthe
Statistical Center
of Iran, a total of
2,435,717 Iranians
were unemployed
inQ3.
Men’sunemploymentstood
at8.1% while the rate for
women hovered around
15.9%.

Over 1.73 million men and
700,153 women ofages 15
and above were joblessin
Q3. The unemployment
rate was 10.2% for urban
areas (1.97 million people)
and 7.2% for rural areas
(465,111 people).

SCI put Q3 labor force
participation rate—the
proportion ofthe population
ofages 15and above thatis
economically active either
employed or looking for
job—at 41.4% or 25.84
million people, registeringa
2.9%year-on-year decrease.
Men’s and women'’s
economic participation
rates were at 68.8% and
14.1%respectively.

SCI's reports show that
21.45 million men and
4.39 million women of
ages 15 and above were
economically active in
Q3, i.e., they were either
employed orlookingforjob.

The center provides two
figures for the youth
unemployment rate: the
proportion ofthe population
between 15 and 24 years
and those between 18
and 35 years. The youth
unemployment rate of
those between 15 and 24
yearsstoodat23.7%inQ3,
posting a 2.1% decrease
while the unemployment
rate of those between 18
and 35yearsstoodat16.5%,
postingadecline of 1.4%
YOY.Underemployment,
the condition in which
peopleinalaborforceare
employed forless than 44
hours of service per week,
stood at9.9%, down 0.7%
year-on-year and was
higher for men and those
living in rural areas. The
Q3 underemployment
rate for men and women
stood at 10.9% and 4.3%,
respectively, while it was
8.4% for urbanareas and
14% forruralareas.

Unemployment rate for
university graduates stood
at14.3%in Q3, postinga

3.1%decrease YOY. Higher
education unemployment
rate for men stood at
10.3% and that of women
stuckaround 23.4%. The
share ofhigher education
unemployment from
the total unemployed
populationwas40.2%in Q3,
whichindicatesadecrease
of3.1%year-on-year.

The unemployment
shares of male and female
graduates from the total
unemployed population
stoodat28.1% and 70.3%,
respectively, while the
share ofhigher education
unemployment from
the total unemployed
population were 43.4%
in urban areas and 27%
in rural areas during
the period. The total Q3
employmentratewas37.5%
(23.41million),down 2.1%
compared with the same
quarter oflastIranianyear.
Employmentrates for men
and women were 63.2%
and 11.8%, respectively,
which constituted 19.72
millionmenand 3.69 million

womenin Q3.
Employment rate was
36.4% or 17.41 million in
urbanareasand41%or5.99
millioninruralareas.

The share of employment of
university graduates stood
at25% ofthe total employed
population, wherein the
employment rates for
male and female graduates
were 21.6% and 43.6%,
respectively. Graduate
employmentratesinurban
and rural areas stood at
30.8%and 8.4% ofthe total
population ofjob-holders.
Employment is defined
as persons of working age
engaged in any activity to
produce goods or provide
services for pay or profit,
whetheratworkduringthe
reference period or notat
work due to a temporary
absence from a job, or to
working-timearrangement.
Q3 statistics show that
34.2% ofthe country’slabor
force worked more than 49
hours perweek, indicatinga
2.3%decrease overthesame
period oflastyear.

Iran Exports Heavy
Waterto S Countries:

Spokesman

The spokesperson for the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI) said the
country is exporting the glut of heavy
water produced inits nuclear sites to eight
foreign countries.

Inremarks atatelevised interview on
Monday, Behrouz Kamalvandi said Iran

musthave its own nuclear power plants
and produce the fuel required for those
plants,aswell asthe nuclear medicine it
needs.
Tehranhasneverstopped producingheavy
water,and hasmade good progress so far
inthisregard, he said, adding, “Despite
the ten- or eight-yearrestrictions on our
programimposed by the JCPOA, they will
beultimatelylifted as time goesby,and we
willhave nolimitby the tenth year”

Hesaid afterthe conclusion ofthe nuclear
dealbetween Tehran and world powers,
some countries were even willing to invest

in production of the fuel required for

Iranian nuclear power plantsinside the
country, butthe Americans prevented
them fromdoingso, Press TVreported.

On Sunday, alawmaker said the the AEOI
istakingtheinitial stepsto design another
heavy-water reactor similar to an existing
oneinthecity of Arak.
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Turkish
Airlinesto
resumeflights to
Mashad

Turkish Airlines to resume
flights to Mashad after 11
monthshalt caused by corona
pandemic, thehead ofMashhad
Hashemi Nejad International
Airportforpublicrelationssaid
on Tuesday.Speaking to IRNA,
Hassan Jafarisaid that Turkey's
flagcarrier Turkish Airlines will
resumeitsflightto Mashad from
IstanbulonJanuary 24.

With the Covid-19 outbreak,

TurkishAirlines canceled many
flights including to Mashad
andviceversaoverthapast11

months, he added.Following

removal ofrestrictions, Turkish
Airlines will resume its flight
from Istanbul to Mashad and
viceversaonJanuary 24, from
Mashhad Hashemi Nejad
International Airport.Mashad-
[stanbul flights are scheduled
every Tuesday and Thursday,
Mohammadi added.Corona
pandemic has caused huge
losses to International civil
aviation sector with reports
showing that airlines lost
billions of dollars because of
flightcancellations.
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Iranto
Collaborate With
Cubaon Covid-19

Vaccine

Cuba said it has
signed anaccord with
Iran to transfer the
technology forits most
advanced coronavirus
vaccine candidate
and carry out last-
stage clinical trialsin
humansinIran.

The allies are both
under fierce US
sanctions that
exempt medicine
yet often put foreign
pharmaceutical
companies offtrading
withthemand as such
they seek to be self-
reliant. Both are also
strapped for cash.
Iranlaunched human
trials of its first
domestic Covid-19
vaccine candidate late
lastmonth, while Cuba
has four candidates
currently in trials
although noneyetin
humans.

Once its most
advanced candidate,
Soberana (Sovereign)
2,hascompleted Phase
Il trials that started
on Dec. 22, it will be
testedinhuman trials
on around 150,000
people in Havana,
officials have said,
Reutersreported.

Yet the Caribbean
country will need to
conduct more human
trials abroad, as given
it does not have a
high infection rate
due to its successful
management of the
viral outbreak, they
said.Iran, meanwhile,
hasbeen the worst-hit
country inthe Middle
East.

Cuba’s Finlay Vaccine
Institute said on Friday
ithassignedanaccord
with Iran’s Pasteur
Institute to collaborate
ontesting of Soberana
2.

“This synergy
will enable both
countriestoadvance
more rapidly in the
immunization against
the SARS-CoV-2 virus,”
it said on its Twitter
account.

Cuba says several
countries have
expressed interest
in its coronavirus
vaccines but this is
thefirstsuchaccordit
hasreached.Kianoush
Jahanpur, an Iranian
health official, has said
50,000 volunteers
would berecruited to
carry outthe Phase Il
clinical trials.



January 13, 2021, No. 695

ISFAHAN
NEWS

Afghan F'M calls
for continuing
Irankeyrolein
peacetalks

Foreign Minister of
Afghanistan Mohammad
Hanif Atmar called for
the continuation of the
positive and constructive
role of the Islamic
Republicoflranin Afghan

peacetalks.
In a meeting with
Iranian Ambassador to

Afghanistan Bahador
Aminian in the capital
Kabul on Tue., the
Afghan foreign minister
pointed to the positive
and constructive role of
Iraninensuringsecurity
and creating regional
consensus and called
for the continuation
of Tehran’s key role in
the peace process in
Afghanistan.For this
reason, Afghan Foreign
Ministry issued a
statement and thanked
Islamic Republic of
Iran forits cooperation
and collaboration in
restoration of peace
in Afghanistan.In
this meeting, the
two sides expressed
their readiness to
hold Sixth Meeting of
Joint Commission on
Economic Cooperation
and finalize  the
comprehensive
cooperation document
between Iran and
Afghanistan.In

addition, the two
sides emphasized
strengthening and

expanding political,
economic, and trade
relations between the
two countries.

Afghan foreign minister,
for his part,appreciated
Iran's positive and
constructiveroleinthe
Afghan peace process
and added that [slamic
Republic of Iran has
encouraged Taliban, as
aninfluentialgroupinthe
country's security, tojoin
the peacetalks.

The second round of
peace talks between
the government of the
Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan and the
Taliban group began in
the Qatari capital Doha.

The Afghan peace talks
between Afghanistan
government and the
Taliban group started on
Sept. 12,2020 with the
participation ofanumber
of foreign ministers
and representatives
of international
organizations, which
have so far only managed
toagree ontheagenda of
thetalks.

Spox:

Iran may attain 120 kg of 20%

uranium sooner than 8 months
Spokesman for the Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI]) said thatIran mayreach 120 kg of 20% uranium

sooner than 8 months.

Referring to the Iranian Parliament's law on 'Strategic
Counteractive Plan for Lifting Sanctions', Behrouz
Kamalvandisaid on Monday night, "We now have about
four tons of raw materials, and the Parliament's decision
toproduce about 120 kilograms within a year is easily

achievable forus."

"We may reach theamountsetby Parliament'slaw sooner

JCPOA Renegotiation QOut of Question,

than eightmonths,"he added.

He pointed to the reactions to the beginning of 20%
enrichment, saying, "Unfortunately, the tarnishing of
the face ofIran'snuclear program could be seen from the
beginning, which goes backnotto the activities of our
countrybutto the nature of nuclear technology."

"When they saw [ran's capabilities, they began to pretend
thatIran waslooking for nuclear weapons and other
goals," headded."Thereisno onein the world today who
believes thatthe Islamic Republic of Iranislooking fora
nuclear weapon," Kamalvandi stressed.As announced
last Monday, Iran has started the process of producing
uranium with 20% enrichmentat the Fordow facility.

Ali Rabiei pointed to Iran’s counteractive plan to enrich

Iranian Spokesman Reiterates

The

spokesperson for the

Iranian

administration rejected the possibility of

renegotiations overthe 2015 nuclear deal,

saying fulfillmentof commitmentsrequires

no talks.

NEWS

Speaking at a
press conference
on Tuesday, Ali
Rabieedismissed
the notionraised
by some Western

—m officials about

uranium to up to 20% purity,
saying thatthe gasinjection
processinto centrifuges

started following

President Hassan

Rouhani’srecentorder on

theimplementation of the
plan.

The Iranian parliament
approved a bill in December
aimed at the lifting of sanctions

after the failure of JCPOA’s European parties to fulfil
commitments and in wake of the assassination of an
[ranian scientist.

NEWS

Bidenurged torevise US
terroristdesignation of

Ansarullah

Head ofthe House Foreign Affairs Committee
Gregory W.Meeks called on nextUS Presidentjoe
Bidento overturn the Trump administration’s
decision onthe designation of Yemeni Ansarullah
asaterroristorganization.

According to him, the Trump administration's
decision for designating Ansarullahasaterrorist
organization will endangerlives ofthousands of
innocent Yemenis, Al-Jazeerareported.
Yesterday, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
claimed thathe would soon inform Congress
about his decision to include Ansarullah
of Yemen in the list of foreign terrorist
organizations.

renegotiating the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

“Renegotiation of the
JCPOA is impossible, as
Iran, China and Russia
have expressed their
opposition,” he said.

He also reminded the
Western states that
returningto commitments
under the nuclear deal
doesnotneed anydialogue
and negotiations.

administrationabandons
itspredecessor’s policies,
the parties can honor the
JCPOAwithouttheneed for
renegotiation.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
hasrepeatedlyunderlined
that Tehran will nothold
any new talks on whathas
alreadybeenagreed onin
theJCPOA.

Russia and China have
also dismissed the calls
by some Western officials

Tehranand world powers.
Ayearinto Washington’s

withdrawal and the
ensuing European failure
toprotectitsbusinessties
with Iran, Tehran began
suspending parts of its
commitments under the
JCPOA on a step by step
basisinretaliation.

The Europeans, however,
continued to fail to put
theirverbal supportforthe
dealintoaction, ultimately

inthe case and vote fora
law designed to protect
Iran’sinterests againstthe
Western sanctions.

The law — named the
Strategic Action Plan to
Counter Sanctions — will
require the administration
to suspend even more
contractual obligations
ifthe Europeantriodoes
notprovide Iran with the
sanctionsreliefithasbeen
promised underthe]CPOA

Rabiee
if the

added
incoming US

that

forrenegotiatingthe 2015
nuclear deal between

prompting the Iranian
Parliamentto intervene

intwomonths.

UNwarnsof
consequences
ofblacklisting
AnsarullahbyUS

UN spokesman warned thatthe US
plantoblacklist Yemeni Ansarullah
will bear serious consequences.
The United Nations warned on
Monday thata USplanto designate
Yemen's Houthi movement as a
foreign terrorist organization is

"likelytohave serioushumanitarian
and political repercussions”,
Reutersreported.UN spokesman
Stephane Dujarric said it was
imperative thatthe United States
"swiftly grant the necessary
licensesand exemptionstoensure
that principled humanitarian
assistance can continuetoreachall
people...withoutdisruption."He
also said the United Nations was
"concerned thatthe designation

may have a detrimental impact
on efforts to resume the political
process in Yemen, as well as to
polarize evenmore the positions of
the parties to the conflict."Whileit
isthe Saudi-Emirati coalition that
has been bombing and shelling
Yemen'sinfrastructure for nearly
sixyears,imposingstarvationanda
lackof medical supplies on Yemeni
peopleand continuingtokill Yemeni
women and children, Pompeo

accused the Ansarullahmovement,
whichis defending Yemenipeople
and resisting Saudi and Emirati
aggressors, of "terroristacts."The
US Secretary of Stateaccused Iran
of meddling in the war, without
mentioning the vast amount of
deadly weapons from his country
and other Washington’sallies (such
as Britainand France) to the Saudi-
led coalitionbeingpoured on Yemeni
peopleanditsinfrastructure.

New warships join
Iranian Navy’s

southernfleet

The Iranian Navy’s fleetin the
Sea of Oman took delivery of
anew homegrown helicopter
carrier as well as a missile-
launching warship on Tuesday.

The homegrown missile-
launching corvette would
enhance the Navy’s combat
capabilities in the country’s
southernwaters.

‘Zereh’ (meaning ‘Armor’ in
Persian) missile launcher is
one of the country’s powerful
vessels with high speed and
maneuverability. Itisequipped
with advanced automatic
missilesand artillery.

The vessel is categorized in
Iran’s Paykan-class rocket
launching warships, all
components of which have
been manufactured by the
Iranian Navy’s experts. The
warship has passed all its

coastaland maritime testsand
is fully prepared to embark on
missions.

The Iranian Navy also unveiled
a helicopter carrier dubbed
‘Makran’ that has been
developed by Iranian experts of
the Navy.The warshipjoined the
navalfleetofthe southern coasts
attheorder of Chief of Staff of
Iranian Armed Forces Major
General Bagherion Tuesday.A
videoreleased by the Navy that
showcases Makran helicopter

carrier

Accordingto Navy Commander
Rear Admiral Hossein Khanzadi,
othervesselsinthe same class
willbe produced in the coming
years.In recent years, Iran’s
naval forces have increased
their presence in high seas to
secure navalroutes and protect
vessels against pirate attacks.
The Iranian Navy dispatches
flotillas, involvinghomegrown
naval gear, to the international
watersonaroutinebasis.

Pompeo added, "I intend to include three
Ansarullah leaders, including 'Abdul Malik
Badreddin al-Houthi', Abdul Khaliq Badreddin
al-Houthi'and 'Abdullah Yahya al-Hakim', in the
listofglobal terrorists."

Thisiswhile that, earlier, three informed officials
inthe US administration announced that the
United Statesintended to designate the Yemeni
Ansarullah movementas a foreign terrorist
organization,amove thatsome diplomatsand
aid groupsbelieve could threaten peace talksand
complicate efforts to combatthe world's biggest
humanitarian crisis.

Russia Receives Invitation
to Attend Joe Biden's

Presidential Inauguration
The UShassentaninvitation to Russiato attend
theinauguration of US President-elect]oe Biden
scheduled for January 20, the Russian Embassy
in Washington, DC, confirmed in a statementon
Tuesday.

"Wehavereceived the invitation. Ambassador (of
Russiainthe US Anatoly Antonov) isexpected to
take part (inthe inauguration ceremony)," the
diplomatic mission told TASS.

Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry Peskovadmitted in
November 2020 thatAmbassador Antonov could
attend the inauguration ceremony ofthe new US
President.

However, the participation of foreign countries’
representatives atthiseventisnotstipulated, he
noted, Indo-Asian News Servicereported.

For the first time since the US presidential
elections took place on November 3, 2020,
Russian President Vladimir Putin sentatelegram
to Biden congratulating thelatter on hisvictory.
The congratulatory message came after Biden
won the US Electoral College vote that officially
determinesthe presidency.

When Biden was projected to win the election,
Russiahad said thatitwas "proper to wait for the
official results" referring to certification of the
outcome by the Electoral College.

S. Korea’s Image among
Iranians Tainted by Freezing

of Assets: Zarif

Foreign Minister of [ran Mohammad Javad Zarifurged South
Koreatorelease Tehran’s frozen assets, saying the illegal
move by Korean banks has severely tarnished the image of
the EastAsian countryinthe eyes of [ranian people.

First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of South Korea Choi
Jong Kun, who is heading a delegation of South Korean
officialsin a trip to Tehran to address the problemsin the
bilateral relations, particularly the Iranian frozen assetsin
South Korea, held ameeting with Zarif on Monday.

In the meeting, Zarif described the blocking of Iranian
currency assetsin the South Korean banks as the biggest
obstacle to the expansion of relations between Tehran and
Seoulinthe currentcircumstances.

The Iranian ministeralso called on the government of South
Korea to take the necessary measures to remove those

obstaclesimmediately, stressing that the top priority in
therelations between the two countries atpresentisIran’s
accesstothoseassets, consideringthe healthand economic
consequences of the coronavirus pandemic.

The South Korean banks’ illegal move to freeze the assets
hashad an extremely adverse effect on the Iranian public
opinion and views of people about South Korea and has
seriously damaged the image of that country, Zarif said,
addingthat’s why the representatives of people in the
Iranian Parliamenthave reasserted theirlegal authority
toaddress the case and insistthat the problem mustbe
resolved immediately.
For his part, Choi Jong Kun reaffirmed South Korea’s
resolve to settle the problem, pledging that Seoul willdoits
utmostto pave the way for Tehran’s access to the financial
resources.
Healso touched on the seizure of a South Korean vesselin
the Persian Gulf, urging efforts to expedite the settlement
oftheissue.
Inresponse, Zarifemphasized that the South Korean tanker

has

been captured

because of polluting the Persian Gulf waters, the
government’s website reported.

Therefore, the seizure ofthe Korean vesselisa completely

technical issue which is being addressed within the
framework of legal and judicial regulations, the top

diplomatunderlined, saying the administration is naturally

unable tointerferein thejudicial processes.
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arguing, “Due to the
historical significance of
thatancientmonument
of Sassanid erawe talked
to the Vice-President
and Head of Budgetand
Planning Organization
(BPO)Mohammad-Bager
Nobakhtand gained his
agreement with the
allocation of sufficient
budget.

Onemore step toregister Dalahoo as world city of Tanbur
The Governor of Dalahoo in Kermanshah city in western Iran called for
registration ofthe cityasthe national city of Tanbur (musical instrument).Karam
Mohammadisaid on Tuesdayinaninterviewwith IRNA thataccordingto great
artistsworkingin Dalahoo, the cityisregarded as one of the birthplace of Tanbur
musical instrumentin Iranand the entire world.he said that the people of Dalahoo
city ofusethe Tanburintheirritualand religiousritesand hence thisarthasacertain

sacredness.Mohammadisaid thatatotal of 110 Tanbur makingworkshopsincluding 35

largeand 75 smallworkshopsinDalahooisagreatpotential in thisregion.

The Governor of Dalahoo went on to say that 183 artists are involved in making Tanbur (musical
instrument).We do our besttoregister Dalahoo as the world city of Tanbur musical instrument,
Mohammadiadded.
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Iran may attain 120 kg of'%20 uranium

soonerthan S months

UN Chief Antonio Guterres Declares He Will
Seek Second Term

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres officially declared

Monday heisseekingasecond five-year term atthe helm of the

United Nations.

Guterres,whose currenttermendsnextDec.31,

saidinaletterto General Assembly President
Volkan Bozkir that “It would be my honor to

continueto servethe organizationin pursuing
its purposesand fulfillingitsnoble objectives.”

The former Portuguese prime ministerand UN

refugee chiefwaselected by the 193-member
assemblyto succeed Ban Ki-moon afterahotly
contested and transparentrace in October
2016 thatinitiallyincluded 13 candidates --
sevenwomen and sixmen. Guterres took office
onjan.1,2017.

“I am available to serve a second term as
secretary-general ofthe United Nations, ifthat
willbethe will of member states,” Guterres said
inaletterto Bozkir obtained by the AP.

Several diplomats have said Guterres was
waiting for the results of the US presidential
electionand would not have soughtasecond
term if Donald Trump won. But another
diplomat familiar with his thinking said
Guterres, after more than 40 years of public
service, would have felthe couldn’tdesertthe
UNif Trump had defeated President-elect]oe
Biden whotakes office on]Jan. 20.

Trump pulled the United States out of the
World Health Organization, the UN-backed
2015 Paris climate agreementand the United
Nations Educational, Scientificand Cultural
Organization and stopped funding the UN
population fund and the UN agency for
Palestinian refugees. Biden has said the US
will quickly rejoin the WHO and the climate
agreement.UN spokesman Stephane Dujarric
said Guterres was responding to a letter
from Bozkir on Friday asking his “intentions
regardingasecond mandate.”

The secretary-general spenttime over the
holidays speaking to his family, Dujarricsaid,
and “Idon’tthink any particular elections
cycleinany particular country impacted his
decision.”Dujarricsaid Guterres called Bozkir
Friday and theninformed the five permanent

members ofthe Security Council -- the United
States, Russia, China, Britain and France.
China’s UN ambassador, Zhang Jun, hosted
alunch for the P5 ambassadors, astheyare
called, with the secretary-general on Friday,
diplomats said.

The General Assembly elects the secretary-
general on the recommendation of the
15-member Security Council where the five
permanentmembers have veto power, so their
supportis crucial.

Guterres, 71, gothis first key vote of support
late Monday.British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson “warmly welcomed the secretary-
general’sdecision torunforasecond termand
congratulated him on asuccessful firstterm,”
his office said following a virtual meeting
between the twoleaders.Guterres also spoke
toleadersofthe UN’sregional groups on Friday
and sentaletter to the Security Council on
Monday, the UN spokesman said.As for next
steps, a General Assembly resolutionadopted
inSeptember 2015 asks the presidents ofthe
assembly and Security Council to “start the
processofsoliciting candidates for the position
of secretary-general through ajointletter
addressed toallmember states.”

Assembly spokesman Brenden Varma said
president Bozkir spoke to Tunisia’s UN
Ambassador Tarek Ladeb, thismonth's council
president, on Monday and will meet with
him Tuesday,among other things to discuss
“the next stepsinthis process.”Bozkir wrote
toambassadors from the 193 UN member
states Monday evening saying he “will shortly
issueajointletter"” with the council president
describing the selection process and is
committed to ensuring thatit “remains as
inclusiveand transparentaspossible.”

The 2015 resolution, which was adopted
by consensus, made the previously largely
secretive selection of the secretary-general
more open and transparent. It allowed the
worldbody’s member states for the first time
toseebasicinformation aboutall candidates,
including their resumes, and to meet and
questionthematopensessions.

Obesity May Alter Imnmune System Response to
COVIDI19-

Key Takeaways

eArecent commentary notes that obesity may change the

COVID19-immuneresponse.

eThatcould putthose with obesityathigherrisk of severeillness.

eImplementingimmune boosting strategies now, before cold

and fluseason hitsits peak, isimportant for everyone, notjust

heavierindividuals.

Obesity may change a person's immune
response to COVID-19, making it more difficult
to fight offthe virusand increasing the risk of
complications,accordingtorecentcommentary
published in Endocrinology.1

The authors note that obesity can cause
endocrine changes that may drive varied
responsestothevirus,including:
eHormoneregulation

eHyperglycemia

Tissuedysfunction

oShiftsinimmune regulatorslike cytokinesand
leukocytes

End ofthe Obesity Paradox?
Previousstudieshavenoted thatthereare some
acuteillnessesinwhich people whoare obese
havelowermortality rates,leading researchers
to call thiseffect the "obesity paradox.”

For example, one study looking at older
Americans hospitalized with sepsis—a
potentially life-threatening infection—found
that obesity was associated with reduced
mortality compared tothose inbothnormaland
overweight categories.2

But COVID-19 may be the exception to the

paradox, researchersintherecentcommentary
noted.

"Obesity may cause significant changes in
macrophage function due toinflammation, and
thatcould certainly playarole in higherrisk of
infection,and morerisk of severe complications
ifthathappens.”

Studies Show Obesity a Major Risk Factor for
COVID-19 Complications

Other FactorsatPlay

Althoughinflammation maybe crucialin terms
of disease progression, it's likely not the only
factor when it comes to possible connection
between obesityand COVID-19risk.
Forinstance, many people with obesity tend to
have underlying conditions which have already
beenassociated with greater COVID-19risk by
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).3 Those
caninclude:

eHeartconditions

eLungdiseaseand otherrespiratoryissues
eDiabetes

eLiverdisease

Kidney disease

Aparticular concern is that obesity canlimit
respiratory function even in the absence of
disease.5 Because of that, when faced with a
respiratory virus like COVID-19, those with
obesity may have more trouble than those
withoutlimited function, says Jennifer Lighter,
MD, specialistin pediatricinfectious disease at
NYU Langone Healthin New York.

"Any disease thathas arespiratory elementto
itlike fluor pneumoniatendstobe more severe
with obesity," she says.

Al-Nujababacks thattheyhave added the Ansarullah

. movementtoitslistof“Foreign Terrorist
Ansal:“]lahagaHIStUS Organizations,” Nasr al-Shammari,
sanctions the official spokesman for the al-

The al-Nujaba Islamic Resistance
movementhascondemned thehostile
actofthe United Statesin designating
Yemen’s Ansarullahasaterroristgroup.
Accordingtothe Communicationand
Media Affairs Centre of al-Nujabain
Iran, following the announcement by

the United States State Department

NujabaIslamicResistance movement,
condemnedthehostileactandstressed
his support for the Yemeni Islamic
Resistance.Al-Shammaripraised the
leader ofthe Yemeni IslamicResistance
movement, saying thatthe al-Nujaba
movementwasproud tostandalongside

them.In a tweet, al-Shammari said,
“Menlike Sayyid Abdul-Malikal-Houthi
and his warrior brothers of dignity
andresistancein Yemen, donotneed
theapproval ofablind ‘DAJJAL [liar]
whoignores thousands ofinnocent
victimsandhasturnedablind eye tothe
devastationand destruction of Yemen,
aswellasthe spread ofhungerin this
country, due to the aggression of the
Wahhabi-Zionist-American coalition.
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