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Rimdan marketplace
links Iran to China-Pak

economic corridor

Chief Executive of Chabahar Free Industrial-
Trade Zone Organization said that Rimdan
Marketplace will connectIslamic Republic
oflrantothe economiccorridor of Chinaand
Pakistan.

Speakinginaninterview with IRNA on Sat.,
Abdolrahim Kordireiterated that Rimdan
Border Marketplace in Dashriari city will
connectIran to the economic corridor of
Chinaand Pakistanand playsaleadingrolein
developingand promotingbilateral trade ties.
Notonly Rimdan Border Marketplace will
provide suitable grounds for Iranian traders
and producers to get access to Pakistan
market, butalsoitcreatesaconnectionlinkto
thejointeconomic corridor of Pakistan and
China, he opined.

After five years of continuous activity as
well as approval and implementation of
developmentofthisarea, suitable grounds
have now been provided for activity in this
free zone, the managing directoradded.
Emphasizing the significance of Rimdan
Border Marketplace as afree zone separate
from Chabahar, Kordi stated, “Launching
Chabahar-Gwadar railway through Rimdan
Borderisaneed and for this purpose,land
areaaslarge as 130 ha was allocated for
construction of first phase of this project.”

By the completion of national steel and
petrochemical projects, Chabahar will be
turned into anindustrial and economic hub
inthe country, CEO of Chabahar Free Trade-
Industrial Zone Organization Kordiadded.

Iranian Ship Arrives
at Venezuela Port,
Defying US Sanctions

AnlIranian ship arrived atthe Venezuelan
portofLaGuairaon Thursday,according to
Refinitiv Eikon data, in defiance ofillegal US
sanctionsagainstthe twolongtimealliesand
trade partners.

The vessel tracking data shows the Iranian-
flagged general cargo ship Golsan berthed at
LaGuairaon Thursday.

The ship,owned by Mosakhar Darya Shipping
Co, leftIraninlate November, according to
Eikondata.

Last]July, the Golsan broughtfood to supply
Venezuela’s first [Iranian supermarket and
later returned home carrying a cargo of
alumina, apowderrefined from bauxite that
isused for manufacturingaluminum.
Venezuela is grappling with shortages
of gasoline due to sanctions unilaterally
imposed by the United States notonly on
CaracasbutalsoonIran.

Venezuela sits on the world’s largest
oilreserves. The country’srefineries can
produce morethan 1.3 millionbarrels perday
(bpd) offuel, buttheyare workingatlessthan
20% of their capacity mainly due to power
outages and lack of spare partsamid the US
sanctions.

Iranhasalready sentseveral tankersloaded
with barrels of gasoline and alkylate to
Venezuelatohelpjump startthe oilrefineries
there amid the fuel crisis.

The two OPEC-member countries have
deepened their cooperation over the past
year.
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PM O to offer comprehensive plan for

integrated coasts management by Mar.

Iran’s Portsand Maritime Organization
(PMO) is
comprehensive program for managing

going to prepare a

the country’s coasts by the end of the

currentIranian calendar year (March

20), an official with the organization

said.

According to
Mohammadreza
Allahyar, the MPO
deputy head for
engineering and
infrastructure
development,
the program will be
mainly focused on the
coastal areas of Boushehr
Province as well as the
Caspian Seacoastinthe
north, IRIBreported.

“Sustainable and
balanced development
of coastal areasisonthe
PMO’s agenda in order
to make maximum use
ofthe country's coastal
and maritime capacity,”

NEWwWS
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Management Plan is
a national plan on a
provincial scale, the
official said: “In this
program, coasts are
studied from various
aspects including
environmental, political,
security, passive defense,
and marine.”

Once the integrated
management plan is

sustainable development
of coastal areasisaimed
atdeterminingthe best
use of the coastal areas
and the sea, Allahyar
said: "The integrated
management plan of
coastal areasin Sistan-
Balouchestan province
and part of Makran
coasts has already
started and for the costs

primary preparations
foracomprehensive plan
forthe country’sislands,
adding: “Ports and
Maritime Organizationis
obliged to formulate such
programs to ensure the
integrated and balanced
development of the
country’sislandsas well
asthecoastalareas.”

Iran’s Portsand Maritime

1,200 idle industrial
units revived in Iran
since last March

The deputy interior minister
for economic coordination has
announcedthat1,200idleindustrial
units have been revived throughout
the country in the current Iranian
calendaryear, which started on March
20,2020.

Babak Dinparastsaid thatthere are
over 46,500 industrial unitsinIran’s
industrial parks and zones, of them
37,000 units (over 80 percent) are
active.

Healsosaidthat 743,000 personsare
workinginthese units,andifthe 9,200
idle units will return to the production
cycle,jobswillbe created for 192,000
persons.

Industry, Mining, and Trade Ministry
was initially planning to revive 1,500
idle unitsinthe currentyear, butthen
itrevised its programstorevive 2,000
units.

significantrolein making the country
independent through boosting
production, which isamajor strategy
ofIranto combatthe U.S. sanctions.

In fact, strengthening domestic
production to achieve self-reliance is
themostimportantprogram thatlran
isfollowingupinitsindustry sector
inabid to nullify the effects of the U.S.
sanctions onits economy.

In this due, the current Iranian
calendar year has been named the
year of “Surge in Production”, and all
governmental bodies, as well as the
private sector,are movinginline with
the materialization of this motto.
Regardingits significantrole in the
realization ofthe mentioned goal, the
Industry, Mining and Trade Ministry
hasalready defined its main programs
for supportingdomesticproductionin
the currentyear.

The ministry’s seven main axes of the
surgeinproductionarebeing pursued
under 40 major programs.

Allahyarsaid. prepared,thebestusefor ofKhouzestan province Organization functions
Stating that the Variouscoastalareaswill theprimarystudieswill underthesupervisionof
Integrated Coastal beprioritized. beginbytheyearend.” the Ministry of Transport
Emphasizing that the Healso mentionedthe andUrbanDevelopment.

Iran’s industrial parks play a

In thisregard, the development of
industrial parks and supporting the
unitslocated inthese areasis one of
the major programs underway by the
ministry.

According to Asghar Mosaheb, the
acting head of Iran Small Industries
and Industrial Parks Organization
(ISIPO), preventing the inactive status
oftheindustrial unitsisamajor plan of
ISIPO, whilelack ofliquidity, problems
interms of supplying raw materials
and machinery,and absence of market
arethe mainreasons makingthe units
inactive.
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Budget Deficit,
Money Supply
WillAdd to
Inflationary
Pressures:

Inareportonthe economy
inthe next March 2021-22
fiscalyear; the MajlisResearch
Center said inflation will
largely be the inability of the
government performance
in realizing its budget
projectionsandthestabilizing

monetaryvariables.

The research center of the
parliamentsaid the manner
in which the government
financesthe budget deficit
and controls the monetary
basetoregulatemoneysupply
are key long-term factors
impactinginflation.

High inflation expectations
emanating either from
budgetdeficits orincrease
inforexrates, as short-term
causes affecting inflation,
determines the speed at
which "every single rial
increasein monetary base
leadstoinflation".
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What's News

TehranTurning
EastAmid

Sanctions

Iran, burdened
by American
sanctions and a
terrible coronavirus
outbreak, hasturned
eastto Chinaoverthe
lastyear foreconomic
support, the Hill
wrote in a recent
article.

Despite an acute
debt crisis that led
Beijing to scale back
its major Belt and
Road Initiative, falling
Iranian oil prices
have enticed Chinato
look for astute, even
covert, alternatives
for cheaper
energy resources,
undermining the
United States.

Over the last few
years, China has
been the largestoil
importer andrelied
more on the Middle
East for it. It views
Iranasbotha critical
supplier of energy
resources and a
participant in its
globalinfrastructure
project.

China considers
freedom of
navigation in the
Persian Gulf as
critical to protection
of its interests. But
in 2020, Beijing
purchased just
three million tons
of Iranian oil, down

more than 70% from
2019.
The new Us

administration
offers hope that,
with thereturnto a
nucleardeal and the
easing of sanctions,
oil will begin to flow
vigorously  once
more. But barring
systemicreform that
will bolster business
environment for
Western firms, Iran
is still reliant on
Chinese economic

relations.

The draft of an
ambitious deal
with China, which
envisions $400

billion worth of
projects, emerged
over the summer
and signals Beijing’s
intention to play a
greater role in the
region. This has
coincided with other
prominent leaders
in the Middle East
and Africa turning
to China for grand
infrastructure
investments.
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Trump suggests
buildingown
platformafter
Twitterban

US President Donald
Trump suggested Friday
night that he may seek
to build his own online
platform after Twitter
permanently suspended
hisaccountlessthantwo
weeksbeforetheendofhis
presidency.
As The Hill reported,
Trump, tweeting from
the @POTUS account
after Twitter banned @
realDonaldTrump, wrote
thathe and his team are
lookingatthe possibility
of"building outour own
platform in the near
future."
"AsThavebeen saying for
alongtime, Twitter has
gonefurtherand furtherin
banning free speech,and
tonight, Twitteremployees
have coordinated with
the Democrats and the
Radical Leftinremoving
my account from their
platform, tosilence me —
and YOU, the 75,000,000
greatpatriots who voted
forme," hewrote.
"Twitter maybe a private
company, but without
the government's gift of
Section 230 they would
notexistforlong,” Trump
continued, referringto his
longstanding criticism of
keyliability protection for
techcompaniesthathehas
pushedtorepeal.
"I predicted this would
happen. We have been
negotiating with various
othersites,and willhavea
bigannouncementsoon,
whilewe alsolookatthe
possibilities of building
outourownplatforminthe
near future," Trumpadded
inaseriesoftweets."We
willnotbe SILENCED!"
Trump's tweets were
quickly removed from
the page butwere viewed
before disappearing. A
copy of the president's
statementwasalsoshared
withreporters covering
the White House.
Attempts by Trump
to circumvent the ban
using the @POTUS or @
WhiteHouse handles will
be removed, a Twitter
spokespersontold TheHill.
"As stated in our ban
evasion policy, ifitis clear
that another account
is being used for the
purposes of evading
a ban, it is also subject
to suspension,” the
spokespersonsaid. "For
government accounts,
suchas @POTUS and @
WhiteHouse, we will not
suspend those accounts
butwilltakeaction tolimit
theiruse."

=

Expert: Iran’s Regional Presence

Ensures Stability

Aformerdiplomathighlighted Iran’s contribution to security
and the war on terrorismin other countries atthe invitation
oftheir own governments, saying Tehran should notshy away
fromreassertingits presence in the region.In an interview
with Tasnim, former spokesperson for Iran’s Foreign Ministry
Hamid Reza Asefisaid the Islamic Republic has helped
regional nationsin the battle againstaggression and foreign
threatsattheinvitations of the their own governments, not
by force.Iran’s regional presenceis acceptable and justifiable
both under the international frameworks and in terms of
brotherly and humanitarianrelations, headded.He pointed

totheremarksthatLeader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali KhameneimadeaboutIran’s foreign policy, the 2015
nuclear deal, the hostile sanctions and the defense capabilities
on Friday, saying Iranian officials should not shy away from
declaringthe Islamic Republic’s official presencein the region
whichisaimed atprotectingstability and fighting terrorism.
Highlighting Iran’s assistance for Syria, Iraqg and Lebanon
inthe war on terrorism and ensuring sustainable regional
security, Asefisaid the Islamic Republic’s campaign against
the Daesh terroristgroup hasled to security in the European
countries.Inatelevised speech on Friday, Ayatollah Khamenei
stressed the need for Iran’s active presence in the region,
saying, “The front ofarrogance keeps questioning Iran’s
presencein theregion. However, the Islamic Republic has

Capitol Attack Shakes Foundations of
US Democracy: American Analyst

Theassaulton the US Capitol in Washington,

DC, by PresidentDonald Trump’s supporters

has shaken the foundations of US democracy,

an American political analystsaid.

“Thereisno doubt

&4/{;1 that Trump'’s
, coup attempt has
ISH‘HAN shaken this nation
N E W S toitsfoundations...

What happened

NEWS

_EEZE  Wednesday was

shocking. For many, thisisa
time to truly reflect on what
kind of nationweare.Arewea

democracy? To many, that'sin
doubtnow,” Myles Hoenig, who
ranforthe USCongressin2016
asaGreen Party candidate, told
Tasniminaninterview.
“However,ifdemocracy means
arepresentative government
then the US has not been
ademocracy for decades, as
our representatives answer
primarily to corporations, the
war industry,and other forces
theaverage American citizen
hasnocontrolover”headded.
Followingisthe full text of the
interview.

Tasnim: Members of US
President Donald Trump's
cabinet on Wednesday
discussed invoking the 25th
Amendmentto force Trump's
removal from office after his
supportersstormed the Capitol.
What's the 25th Amendment
and how doesitwork? What
woulditrequire?

Hoenig: There are many ways
toendapresidency,all written
into the Constitution. Clearly,
themostpeacefuland prevalent
wayisthroughelections, every
fouryears.Duringgood times
and bad, the US has had a
continuing presidencywithout
disruptions. Pandemics of
the past, civil war, economic
depressions and invasion
by foreign armies have not
stopped the peaceful transfer
of power every four or eight
years.Anotherway is through
impeachment,aprocessrarely
donebutinthelast4 decades,
it has been attempted or

Iranians Notto Be Used for
Foreign Vaccine Trial: President

Presidentoflran Hassan Rouhani said hisadministration willnot
allow foreign vaccines for the coronavirus to be tested on Iranian
people,adding thateffortsare underway to developahomegrown

vaccine and purchase the reliable ones.

Speakingata Saturday session of the Coronavirus Fight National
Headquarters, Rouhanisaid people of Iran will never become a
targetforthe trial of foreign vaccines for COVID-19.

The Iranian Health Ministry has refused offers for the trial of
foreignvaccine, the presidentadded, calling on people notto be

deceived aboutthe foreign vaccine.

He further gave an assurance that the administration has been
doingits utmostto produce the coronavirusvaccine inside the
countryand purchase the reliable vaccines from abroad.

Rapid accessto the vaccine is one of the main public demands,
the president noted, saying planshave been formulated for the

iy

successfully done three times.
Trump'simpeachmentlastyear
wasthemostrecent.Itrequired
the Senatetovote guilty onthe
charges setby the House, but
like with Trump, thathasnever
happened.

Other  than  voluntary
resignations, suchas Richard
Nixon, the otherwayistoinvoke
the25thAmendment. Thisisnot
unusualaspresidentswhohave
had surgical procedureswould
invokeitand thenbere-instated
when the president’s health
permits.However, inthe case of
removing Trumpimmediately,
the 25th Amendment would
requirethe Vice Presidentand
a majority of the cabinet to
approveaforcefulremoval. It
isnotabsoluteasthe President
can appeal and that would
take four days, with 2 /3 of the
House and Senate approving
it. The Vice President would
have to show malfeasance or
aninability ofthe presidentto
performhis duties. President
Trumphasshown forfouryears
thathehasbeennegligentin
hisdutiesand oftenactsonhis
own behalf, rather than thatof
the country.Nowwiththesiege
ofthe Capitol building, itisnot
unforeseen thatthe charges
wouldbethatofsedition.
Tasnim: Experts argue that
impeaching Trumpmightbethe
appropriateremedy and using
impeachmenttoremove him
fromofficewould bar him from
runningforPresidentagain. But
there'slikelynotimetoimpeach
andtrythe Presidentagainin

the nexttwo weeks. Whatare

yourthoughtsonthis?

Hoenig: Impeachment is
not practical for removing
Trump butit certainly would
be historically significant, as
no president has ever been
impeached twice,and notin
one term. thereare calls now
fromboth parties to take this
route, butwhenitcomestothe
Senate and avote forremoval,
it'shardlylikely thatitwould be
successful.
Animpeachmentprocessstops
allactivitiesin Congressand
focusesentirelyonthebehavior
ofthe president. The effect of
thiswould be spotlighting for
the next week and a half the
actions of President Trump; all
eyeswillbe onhim and all will
be wary of whathe maydoto
distractattentionaway fromor
tosimply create an untenable
situation for the incoming
president,asactingoutof spite
and childish jealousy is his
nature.

Tasnim: Americans’ confidence
intheir democracy hasbeen
eroded for yearsbyasystem
thathas, atvariousjunctures,
deliveredvictorytoRepublican
presidentswholostthe popular
vote, permitted industrial-scale
gerrymandering of electoral
maps, and is built around
aCongressrigged in favor of
conservative states. Butfaithin
the conductofthe presidential
election itself has collapsed
amonglargenumbersofvoters
amidDonald Trump’sonslaught
after he lost November’s

vaccination of 60 million Iraniansin four phases by defining the
priority groups.
Rouhanialso called for strict compliance with the health protocols,
expressing delightatan 80% decline in the coronavirus hospital
admissionsanda70% decrease inthe number of deathsin Iran.
His comments came one day after Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei praised the [ranian vaccine for the
coronavirusasasource of pride, stating, “Itis a source of dignity
and pride for the country. Of course, they are working on the
Coronavaccinein differentways. Butin one case, theyare testinga
vaccine on human beings and ithas proven tobe successful.”

The Leaderalsosaid, “Importing American or English vaccines to
the countryis prohibited. I have said this to the officials,and Iam
now announcing this publicly. Ifthe Americans had been able to
produceavaccine, this Corona disaster would nothave occurred
in their own country. A few days ago, there were 4,000 deaths in
their country in one day. Ifthey know how to make avaccine, and if
their Pfizer factory knows how to produce one, they can use it for
themselves so thatthere won'tbe so many deaths there. The same

presidential election to his
Democraticrival, Joe Biden, bya
record 7 millionballots.Doyou
believe that Trump's doomed
bid toreverseresults further
damagesfaithinUSdemocracy?
Hoenig: There is no doubt
that Trump’s coup attempt
has shaken this nation to its
foundations. The last coup
attemptwas hidden from the
American public, as the era
wasone of ‘secrecy’to protect
the integrity of institutions.
Thatwasin 1933 against the
newlyinaugurated President
Rooseveltbynotable bankers
on Wall Street, including the
grandfatherand father of the
Bush presidents. Also during
that time, FDR’s paralysis
duetopoliowashidden from
view. Today, everyone is a
photojournalist. Police are
using social media to help
identifyactorsin Wednesday’s
insurrection.Whathappened
Wednesday was shocking.
Formany, thisisatime to truly
reflectonwhatkind of nation
weare. Are we ademocracy?
To many, that’sin doubt now.
However, if democracy means
arepresentative government
then the US has not been
ademocracy for decades, as
our representatives answer
primarily to corporations, the
warindustry and other forces
theaverage American citizen
hasno control over. And fora
multitude of peoplein America,
namely people of color, black,
brown and Indian, democracy
isaloftygoal, only.

the duty to behave in such a way
as to strengthen its friends and
supporters in the region.”“Our
presence leads to stability. It
hasbeen proven thatthe Islamic
Republic’spresenceintheregion
helps to eliminate the causes of
instability, such as: theissue of the
Daeshinlraq, various mattersin Syria
and thelike. However, I do not want to enter

into these details now. Those who are involved

in these matters are perfectly aware of this. Therefore, our
presenceintheregionisadefinite matter, which should and
will continue.”
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Ifsanctions notlifted, IAEA
inspectors to be expelled

Amember ofthe Parliament Presiding Board
Ahmad Amirabadi said thatifthe sanctions
arenotlifted, Iran will expel the International
Atomic Energy Agency inspectors on February
21.

"Ifthe sanctions againstthe Islamic Republic
ofIran are notlifted by February 21, especially
inthe fields of finance, banking and oil, we
will definitely expel the International Atomic
Energy Agency inspectors from the country,"
said Ahmad Amirabadiinatelevised program
on Saturday.

"Ifthe sanctionsare notlifted by the mentioned
date, the Islamic Republic of Iran will definitely
stop the voluntary implementation of the
Additional Protocol; thisis thelaw of Iranian
Parliamentand the governmentis obliged to
implementit," headded.

"We have given the Americans a one-month
opportunity, and the new US administration
will take office on January 21," Amirabadi
highlighted, adding, "They have until February
21totakeaction toliftthe sanctions, otherwise
the Islamic Republic of Iran will stand in the
interests ofits people.”

Stating thatthe main goal ofthe JCPOA was tolift
sanctionswhich did nothappen, he said, "We do
notseeanyreason to fulfil our obligations until
thesanctionsarelifted.”

"Certainly, the implementation of the
commitments withoutlifting the sanctionsisto
the detrimentoftheIranian nation,andso farthe
Iranian nation has suffered from thisissue,and
the Americans and Europeans have notsuffered
any harm,"henoted.

Iran Cancels Importing US

Coronavirus Vaccines
Iran’simport of American Pfizer COVID-19 vaccines has
been cancelled following anational address by Leader
oftheIslamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei,
who banned the purchase of coronavirus vaccines
produced by the United Statesand Britain.
“Theimportof150,000 doses of the coronavirus vaccine
(developed by) Pfizer Inc from the United States to the
countrybythe Iranian Red Crescent Society s cancelled,”
the Iranian Red Crescent Society’s (IRCS) spokesman,
Mohammad Hassan Qosian Moqaddam said on Friday.
“Weareready to cooperate, ifnecessary, in case (Iran's)
Ministry of Health, Treatmentand Medical Education
putsinarequest (forimportingvaccines) from Eastern
countries.”The official noted thatanumber of Iranian
expertsresidinginthe USwere setto supplyand dispatch
abatch of Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to Iran, whichis no
more the question, Press TVreported.Earlier in the day,
Ayatollah Khameneisaid he was opposed to the purchase
of COVID-19 vaccines made by American and British
companies."l havealready saiditto government officials,
and now announce it publicly. Theimportof American
and British vaccinesis prohibited,” the Leader said.

is
true of England. They

arenottrustworthy orreliable.l don’tknow, perhaps
they wish totestavaccine onothernationstoseeifitworks ornot.
And of course, [ donottrustthe French either. The reason is their
history in giving us contaminated blood (France’s HIV-tainted
blood supplies).”




Official says all COVID-19 drugs produced domestically
Managing director of Food and Drug Administration said on Saturday that over
90% ofthe drugsfortreatmentof COVID-19 disease had already beenimported but
with the efforts of [ranian experts and pharmaceutical companiesall of themare
now produced domestically.Heidar Mohammadi said that Remdesivir, Favipiravir
and Ritonavir were firstimported butall of them are produced inside Iran.Iran
pharmaceuticalindustry hasreached self-sufficiency whichindicates capability and

stronginfrastructures ofthe national pharmaceuticalindustry, headded.

20000 Rials

Henoted thatthe monthly capacity of Favipiravirisnow 30,000 being produced more thanthe need.

Thefirstinjection ofthe 1stphase ofthe COVID-19vaccine human trial produced by Imam Khomeini's Order
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Executive Office was done on December 29,2020.The vaccine named COVIran-Barekatwasinjected to the first
volunteer withoutany side-effectincludingshockor fever.

Lieader: Leader: West obliged to instantly
haltsanctions against Iran

Majority of Americans Want Trump Removed

immediately: Poll

Fifty-seven percent of Americans want Republican US President

Donald Trump to be immediately removed from office after he

encouragedaprotestthisweekthatescalated intoadeadly riot

inside the US Capitol, according to arecentpoll.

Most of them were Democrats, however, with
Republicansapparently much more supportive

of Trump serving out the final days of his term,
whichendson]Jan. 20.

The national public opinion survey, conducted
Thursday and Friday, also showed that seven
out of 10 of those who voted for Trump in
November opposed the action of the hardcore
supporters who broke into the Capitol while
lawmakers were meetingto certify the election
victory of Democrat Joe Biden.Nearly 70% of
Americans surveyed also said they disapprove
of Trump’sactionsinthe run-up to Wednesday’s
assault. Atarally earlier in the day, Trump
had exhorted thousands of his followers to
march to the Capitol.The chaos on Capitol Hill,
inwhichapolice officer and four others died,
hasbeenwidely condemned by both Democrats
and Republicans.Democrats in the House of
Representatives plan to introduce misconduct
charges on Monday thatcouldlead toasecond
impeachment of Trump, two sources familiar

with the mattersaid.

“If the President does not leave office
imminently and willingly, the Congress will
proceed with ouraction,” House Speaker Nancy
Pelosisaidinastatement.
Thepublic’sreactionis divided by political party,
asithasbeenonalmostevery majorissueinthe
Trump era. Whilealmosteveryone condemned
the violent confrontation, calls for Trump’s
ouster came mostly from Democrats.
Altogether, the majority of Americans who
said they want Trump to leave office before
his term ends includes aboutnine outofevery
ten Democrats polled but just two in ten
Republicans.Some 30% said the president
should be removed using provisionsin the
25th Amendment ofthe US Constitution, which
allowsthevice presidentand Cabinetto remove
the presidentifheisunable to discharge his
official duties.Another 14% said Congress
should impeachand remove Trump from office,
and 13% said Trump should simply resign.
Trump, who lost the Nov. 3 election by about
seven million votes, called on his supporters
on Wednesday to march on Congress, telling
thematarally that “youwill never take back our
countrywithweakness.”

Capitol Attack Reveals Falsity of American

Democracy: Hezbollah

Secretary General of Lebanon's Hezbollah resistance movement

Seyed Hassan Nasrallah said the deadly riot thatunfolded at the

US Capitol earlier this weeklaid bare the falsity of American

democracy and the danger ofa US presidentlike Donald Trump.

heritageincludes performingarts, elements in UNESCO List.The

Six Iranian Intangible 1

Cultural Heritaces traditional and hand-made crafts,
. . ag skillsassociated with traditionaland

registered withUNESCO  131d-made crafts, social traditions,

Six Iranian Intangible Cultural
Heritages were registered with
UNESCO over the past eightyears
bringing the Iranian Intangible
Cultural Heritages registered with
UNESCOto 16.Accordingtonational
and international definitions,
intangible cultural heritage refers
tothe particular behavior,symbols,
skills,means, indigenousknowledge
and know-how, handicrafts and
cultural spaces ofanation. Theyare
handed over from a generation to
thenext.Iranianintangible cultural

customs, festivities and rituals,
scienceand customsassociated with
nature and world, verbal traditions
and other manifestations like
languages and dialects.Traditional
skills of craftingand playing Dotar
(2019), Artof craftingand playing
with Kamancheh/Kamancha
(2017), Chogan, a horse-riding
game accompanied by musicand
storytelling (2017) and Flatbread
makingand sharing culture: Lavash,
Katyrma, Jupka, Yufka (2016) are of
Iranian Intangible Cultural Heritage

UNESCOlistalsoincludes: Nowrouz
(2016),QalisuyanritualsofMashad-e
Ardehalin Kasan (2012), Naqqali,
Iranian dramatic story-telling
(2011), Traditional skills of building
andsailingIranian Lenjboatsinthe
Persian Gulf (2011) and Music of
the Bakhshis of Khorasan (2010).
Pahlevaniand Zoorkhaneirituals
(2010), Ritual dramaticartofTa‘ziye
(2010), Traditional skills of carpet
weavinginFars (2010), Traditional
skills of carpet weavingin Kashan
(2010) and Radif of Iranian music
(2009) arealsoIranian Intangible
Cultural Heritage elements in
UNESCOList.

Duringatelevised speech broadcastbythe
Arabic-languageal-Manar satellite TV station
inthe Lebanese capital Beirut on Friday
night, Nasrallah noted thatwhat Americans
witnessed on Wednesday at the US Capitol
revealed thefalsity of American democracy
andthedanger ofaUS presidentlike Trump,
warningthatthe “nuclearbuttoniswithinthe
reachofanarrogantand crazy person.”

Headded thatwhatoccurredatthe US Capitol
deservedtobeponderedand musedoverina
bidto clarify whatisreally goingoninthe US
andtodiscernthetruthbehind the claims of
democracyinthatcountry.

While describing the storming of Congress
asadangerousand seriousincident, the
Hezbollahleaderalsowarned thatsome
peoplewanted to play downthe gravity ofthe
incident.
“Ifitwassmall,alltheseactions,includingthe
attemptto oust Trump fromthe White House,
wouldnotbenecessary. Whathappenedinthe
United Statesisverybiganditwillaffectthe
world,” Nasrallahadded.

OnWednesday, Trump’s violentsupporters
stormed the US Congressbuilding, wherethe
Electoral College votes were being counted.

Thebreach was an attemptto disruptthe
counting.

Security staffwas overwhelmed and House
membersand Senatorsfled thesceneasshots
werefiredtodispersethe crowd. Policelater
cleared the Capitol of Trump supporters,
enforced a curfew, and arrested dozens of
people.

Five people,includingapolice officer who
later succumbed tohiswounds, werekilled in
theunprecedented violence.

Nasrallah said the UShas foryearssoughtto
orchestrateanincidentin Lebanonsimilarto
thedeadlyriotthatunfoldedatthe US Capitol.
“We have warned about Trump's policies
many times before,and whatwe have seen
isjustatypical example ofthe crimesthathe
committed in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, Palestine,
thesiege ofIranand Venezuela,” Nasrallah
said.Thesecretary-general ofthe Lebanese
resistancemovementinsisted that Americans
areused toinciting suchincidentsinother
countries, but Trump carried outasimilar
planinthe United Statesand Republicansin
Congressaswellassome Cabinetmembers
for Vice President Mike Pence to invoke the
25th Amendmentandassumethe presidency.
Theriotingwas caused in partby Trump’s
rhetoric, marked by his allegations of
voter fraud and refusal to concede defeat.
Lawmakers,includingsome ofthepresident’s
mostardentsupporters,wereincensed that
Trumprefused to condemntheattackeven
after the Capitol was breached, instead of
callinghisdiehardloyalists “veryspecial.”

BidensaysTrump
embarrassed Americans

aroundworld

On Friday, President-elect Joe
Bidentold reporters thatheis glad
over Trump's refusal to attend
his inauguration, calling him an
embarrassmenttothe United States.
President-elect Joe Biden said
PresidentDonald Trump's decision to

skiphisinaugurationis"oneofthe few
thingsheandIhave everagreed on.”

It's a good thing, him not showing
up,” Biden told reporters Friday in
Wilmington, Delaware, at a news
conferenceafterheintroduced Cabinet
nominees, CNNreported."Heexceeded
evenmyworstnotionsabouthim.He's
beenanembarrassmenttothe country,
embarrassedusaroundtheworld.He's
notworthytohold thatoffice," Biden

said.However; Bidensaidheisglad Vice
President Mike Pence will attend his
inauguration."He's welcome. I think
it'simportantthatasmuchaswe can
stickto whathave been the historical
precedents ofhowanadministration
changes should be maintained. And
soMike, thevice president,iswelcome
to come. We'd be honored to have
himthere, and tomove forwardinthe
transition," Bidensaid.
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