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Iran inks contract with
Afghanistan on rail
export

Islamic Republicoflransigned anagreement
for exportofrail toneighboring Afghanistan.
Accordingto the export promotion policy to
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15neighboringstates, Islamic Republicoflran
signed a contract, valued at $4.332 million, for
exportingrail to Afghanistan, Iranian Steel

steelingotsin the firsteight months of the
currentyear (from March 21 to Nov. 22),
showinga 13 percentdeclineas compared to
thelastyear’s corresponding period.

Iran exported 4.377 million tons of steel ingot
toother countriesinthe firsteight months of
thelastIranian calendaryear (from March 21

Tel:031-32274500
PublicRelations: 031-32274754

President Hassan Rouhanion Sunday

SMS:30007232

said heishopeful thatthe firstshipment

of Covid19-vaccine will arrive in Iran

over the nextfew weeks.
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Producers Association (ISPA) stated. ® ® ° ®

Under the contract Estanansieer company | 113N €0 IMport Covidl9- Vaccine Within Wha's News
(ESCO) would be empowered to exportits

products to the international markets. .

According to the statistics of ISPA, Islamic Weeks Ql"sE.XP‘imm
Republic of Iran exported 3,787,000 tons of Iraq Hit $5.9b

Iranexported 20.8 million
tons of goods worth $5.9
billion to Iraq during
the firstnine months of
the currentlranianyear
(March20-Dec.20,2020),
registeringa 15%decline

toNov.22,2019). “The government cnvln invalue compared with
The rail produced by Esfahan Steel hopes to the similar period of last
Company (ESCO) observes requirements launch its mass 19 year.

ofinternational standard and presently, inoculation CYNH “Iran’s exports to the
country’srailway development projects program  over neighboringcountryhave

including Chabahar-Zahedan, Yazd-Eghlid,
Hamedan-Sanandaj, Miyaneh-Ardabil,

NEWS

the next weeks

I after purchasing

averaged at $650 million
permonthsofarthisyear,

Bostanabad-Tabriz and Rasht-Caspian are vaccines from various o while the figure for the
under construction using domestically- companies,” Rouhani same period oflastyear
produced rail. was quoted as saying by stood at$750 million per
Statistics showed that 1.679 million tons president.ir. month. Thisshowsa$100

of steel products were exported to target
markets in the first eight months of the
currentyear, registeringa 30 percentdecline
ascompared tothe same period oflastyear.

Armenian economic,
trade delegation to visit

Irran next month

Ahigh-level delegation from the publicand
private sectors, headed by the Armenian
Minister of Economy, will travel to Tehran
early next month to advance trade and
economicgoals,announced an Iranian official
atTPO.

Mojtaba Mousavian, an official at Trade
Promotion Organization ofIran (TPO), made
theannouncement, saying thatnegotiations
onthe further developmentofgoodsinthe
Eurasian Economic Memorandum, banking
and transitagreements, and coordination for
holdingaspecial exhibition of Iranin Yerevan
areamongthe goals ofthis trip.

Headded thatthe Armeniantrade delegation
will also visit several production and
industrial centers and review the joint
production and exportof products to other
countries.

Yerevan governmentsuspended theimport
of Turkish-made goods to Armenia for six
months in response to Turkish military
supportforthe Republicof Azerbaijan.

This banwasadopted on October 20,2020,
and cameintoforceon]January1,2021.

An official fromthe Iranian Trade Promotion
Organization announced that Armenia has
announced thatitistoreplace 2,250 Turkish
products with Iranian goods.

"Dueto Turkish sanctions, Armeniaintends
toreplace Iranian goods with 2,250 items
imported from Turkey," the Iranian official
said.

The presidentnoted that
health personnelandthe
elderly will be prioritized
toreceive vaccination.
Health Minister Saeed
Namakialso said high-risk
groups will be the firstto
receive theinjections.
“Whenthevaccinearrives,
we willinform the public
and invite high-risk
groups to be the firstto
be vaccinated against
Covid-19,” headded.
Namaki announced
the launch of the third
phase ofhuman trials for
avaccine Iranisjointly
producing with Cuba.
“We will begin the third
phase of human trials by
late January under the
supervision of Pasteur
Institute of Iran,” he

said, adding that he is
optimisticaboutusinga
locally-produced vaccine

by the end of spring.
Iran registered 5,960
fresh cases of the

coronavirus on Sunday,
pushing the tally of
infections past 1.24
million, the spokeswoman
for the Health Ministry,
Sima Sadat Lari, was
quoted as saying by ISNA.
“Deathsofafurther 102
patients took the national
tollto 55,540,” the health
official said.

Night Curfew Extended
Deputy Health Minister
Alireza Raeisi said the
government will most
likely continue toimpose
the nightly curfew until
theend oftheyear.

“Duringwinter, doorsand
windows are closed dueto
cold weather,hencethere
isno proper ventilation.
Home gatheringsincrease
virus transmission and
thisrestriction canreduce
family gatherings,” he
said.

The government began
to enforce a curfew from
9 p.m.to 4 a.m.incities
onredalertover 40 days
ago and later extended
the restrictive measure
to most citiesacross the
country.

Raeisi pointed out that
Iran has transferred
$52 million to COVAX
to receive 15.8 million
vaccine doses and he is
hoping the shots will be
shipped before the end of

theyear.

“The vaccine that will
arrivein the country will
definitely costless than
$10,headded.
COVAXisaglobalinitiative
thatattempts to ensure
equitable access to
Covid-19 vaccines forall
nations.

Lari said Iran has
carried out 7.77 million
diagnostictestssince the
start of the pandemicin
February 2020.

“Over 1.013 million
haverecovered from the
contagionand 4,950 are
in critical conditions,” she
said.

More than 85 million have
contracted the infectious
disease and 1.84 million
havelosttheirlivestoit.

Passenger'Traffic
Declinesby$5%in
Eight Months

Atotal of 2,374,344 passengers
(2,105,375 Iraniansand 268,969
foreign nationals) arrived in Iran
during the eight months to Nov.
20,indicating an 85.35% decline
compared with the corresponding
period of last year, says Arezoo
Ghanniyun, an official with the
Islamic Republic of [ran Customs
Administration.She added that
outbound passenger trafficalso
decreased by 85.16% to reach
2,295,091 during the period.
“Closure of borders, business

suspension, leisure, religious trips
and strict quarantine measures
taken to contain the transmission
of Covid-19 caused the dramatic
decline in passenger traffic,” she
was quoted as saying by IRIB News.
“The 85% fallinboth inbound and
outbound passengers accounts
for 13 million people. Airports
in the cities of Sari, Kermanshah,
Zahedan, Ahvaz and Yazd, whose
international flights chiefly
includereligioustravels, saw zero
percentpassenger traffic. Tehran’s
Imam Khomeini International
Airport, which is the country’s
mostimportantairportinterms
of passenger traffic, saw a 92%

decrease in passengers during
the period."Imam Khomeini
International Airport City Company
has received 2,000 billion rials
($7.84 million) in coronavirus
loansatthelendingrate of 12%,
says Mohammad Mehdi Karbalaei,
theairport’s managing director.
“The government-backed financial
assistance package wassupposed to
bepaidtotransportation companies
hithard by the pandemic, but IKIA
was found eligible to receive these
loans duetothe sharp declineinits
revenues. Following the Ukraine
plane crash and the outbreak of
coronavirus, IKIArevenues slumped
by 85% from last year’s 7,000

billionrials [$27.45 million],” he
was quoted as saying by Fars News
Agency.

Asked about latest statistics on
airport traffic, the official said,
“Passengertrafficdropped by 91%
over nine monthsto Dec. 20 and
thenumber of flights declined by
81% over the period. Only during
the first Iranian month ending
April 19, the airport sawa 97%
decline in the number of flights
anda90% decrease inthe number
of passengers. Under normal
circumstances, more than 250
airplanes would have landed and
taken off from IKIA daily but now
the number offlights hasslid to 30.”
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Markazi
Exports Earn
Over S610m

Since March
20

Atotal of $619 million worth
of goods have been exported
from Markazi Province since
the beginning of the current
Iranian year (March 20).
According to Jafar Asghari,
a provincial official, the
exports mainly included
aluminum ingot, mineral
water, chemicals, different

typesofglass, polyester fibers,
rebar, flowers, ornamental
plants, polyethylene and dairy
products.Iraq, Afghanistan,
Pakistan and Turkey were
the main destinations, IRNA
reported.More than $284
million worth of goods were
imported to the province
during the same period,
which mostly included raw
materialsand productionline
machinery and equipment.
There are close to 3,000
industrial and production
units in Markazi Province in
central Iran, around 250 of
which exporttheir products.

milliondeclineinaverage
monthly exports,” Hamid
Hosseini, a member of
Iran-Iraq Chamber of
Commerce’s board of
directors, was quoted
as saying by Fars News
Agency.

The official added that
Iran’s exports to Iraq
have notexperienceda
significant decline in
weightover the period,
but the types of goods
exported have changed.
“Ourindustrial exports
have experienced a fall
andinstead, mineraland
agricultural exportshave
increased,” hesaid.
Hosseini noted that
duringthe Iranianmonth
endingDec.20,exportsto
[ragreached $570million,
which is less than the
monthlyaverage for this
year,adding thatthisis
while everyyear, exports
would seeaboostinthe
second halfoftheyear.
“Inview oftheupcoming
[Iranian] New Year
holidays [starting March
21], estimates are that
exportswill notregister
anincrease this month
either[started Dec.20]”
The official said the
depreciationoflragidinar
by 23% ininternational
markets will have an
impact on the kinds of
goods consumed by the
Iragipopulation, meaning
that export figures for
luxuriousand high-priced
commoditiesaregoingto
shrink.

“Afterthe depreciation of
theirnational currency,
Iraqi traders request
discounts on Iranian
goods, which is more
oftenthannotimpossible
for Iranian exporters
to grant. Yet, this same
factcanputourtradeat
risk, takingintoaccount
that our rivals in the
neighboring market
may take advantage
and make commercial
interactions difficult for
us, particularly whenit
comes to agricultural
products,”hesaid.



“Ourmeasuresare fully reversible upon FULL compliance by
ALL,” the foreign minister noted.

The Iranian administration announced on Monday that
Tehran has officially started to enrich uranium to a purity
level of 20 percentatthe Fordow nuclearsite.

Lastmonth, the Iranian parliamentapproved alaw,dubbed
the Strategic Action Plan to Counter Sanctions, which
requires the governmentto scale back more obligations
underthe]CPOA.

Italsorequiresthe AEOIto produceatleast 120 kilograms
of 20-percentenriched uraniumannually and storeitinside
the countrywithin two months after theadoption ofthe law.
Thelaw furtherurges the AEOI to startthe installation, gas
injection, enrichmentand storage of nuclear materials up

to an appropriate enrichment
degree withinaperiod ofthree
months using atleast 1,000
IR-2m centrifuges, Press TV
reported.

Tehran has expressed its
readiness to reverse the
suspension of its commitments
onlyifthe USreturns to the nuclear
deal and lifts all sanctions without

any preconditions or if the European co-
signatories manage to protect business ties with Iran
against Washington’s sanctions as partoftheir contractual
obligations.

Iran’s Measures Reversible, FM
Says after Resumption of 20%
Enrichment

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif said
Tehran’s decision torestartenriching uranium to a purity
level of 20 percent could be rolled backifall parties to the
JCPOAhonorthenucleardealin full.

“We resumed 20% enrichment, as legislated by our
Parliament.IAEAhasbeen dulynotified,” Zarifsaidinatweet
onMonday night.

“Ourremedial action conforms fully with Para 36 of JCPOA,
after years of non-compliance by several other JCPOA
participants,”headded.
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Iran opted for JCPOA-free economy:

Iran’s Army s

Istlarge-scale AraghChl Iran envoy, Korean FM
dronecombat _ N oﬂ.icial meettodiscuss tanker
exercisekicks off AseniorIranian diplomaturged Western seizure

countries to stop the delusion thatthey can [ran'sambassadorin Seoul metwith a South Korean

foreign ministry official on Tuesday toaddressthe
seizure ofan oiltanker in the Persian Gulfwaters.

The first large-scale

. set conditions for the lifting of sanctions as
drone combatexercise of

Iranhas opted fora]CPOA-free economy.

Iran’s Army kicked offin
Semnan on Tue. with the
participation ofhundreds
of UAVs used by Army’s
Ground Force, Air Force
and Navy.

Deputy  Chief  of
Operations of Iran's
Army Admiral Mahmoud
Mousavi broke the news
onTue.

Heelaborated onvarious
dimensions of thislarge-
scale drone combat
military exercise and
added, “Today, Islamic
Republic of Iran is one
of the able and most
powerful countries in
the world in the field of
manufacturingdrone.”
In this drill, different
types of sophisticated
drone systems used in
the Army's Ground, Air,
and Naval Defense will
performtheirpredefined
missionsinreal combat
conditions.

UAV combat operations
include airinterception
and destruction of air
targets using air-to-air
missiles, destruction
of ground targets using
bombs and pinpoint
missiles, as well as
widespread use of suicide
drones, are among
the measures that will
be carried out in the
operational part of this
exercise, Admiral Mousavi
added.

Army Deputy Chief of
Operations of Iran's
Commander said, "The
flight of naval drones
fromavesselinsouthern
waters of the country,
long-range flight of
pinpointing  suicide
drones to destroy
sensitiveand vital targets
indepthsofenemy’sland
andterritorywillbe oneof
thedrone combatexercise
plans.”Participation of
UAV unitsinvolvedinthe
exercise fromotherparts
ofthe countryand atthe
same time, monitoring
and observingland, air
andseabordersareofthe
otherimportantmeasures
thatwill be taken in this
large-scale drone combat
exercise,headded.

Some UAV equipment,
achievements, and
subsystems produced
by Iranian experts in
the army and defense
industry will be also
unveiled for the firsttime
in an exhibition in the
presenceofseniorofficials
and commanders of the
Armed Forces.

"Iran has made
its decision on

a JCPOA-free
hsinﬂlng economy and life,”

Deputy Foreign
NEWS Minister Abbas

=

ST N Araghchisaidina

live televised interview on
Monday night.

“We are not excited about
America’sreturntothe]CPOA
anditis notthe case thatwe
would embrace US’ return
with openarms,” added the
diplomat.

“Westerners are suffering
fromadelusionand think that
duetopressuresimposed on
the country by US sanction
inthe pastyears, the Islamic
Republic is ready and will
quickly embrace America’s
returnto the dealand so they
can set conditions for the
lifting of the sanctions. This
isacompletely wrong and
delusional understanding [of
Iran],” said Araghchi.

The oil-independent
economy of Iran has been
realized since two years
ago and thiswas one of the
services of Donald Trump
to Iran, according to the
diplomat.

About the 20% uranium
enrichment

Asked abouttherecentstep
takenby Irantoincrease the

level of Uranium enrichment,
Arghchifirst pointed to the
history of Tehran’s decision,
saying steps in reducing
commitments to the JCPOA
comesinresponse to other
parties’ failure to fulfill
their obligations under the
deal after the unilateral
withdrawal of the United
States.

Referring to the recent
law passed at the Iranian
Parliament, he said the
administration had to
implement the law as the
executive branch, and the
measuresnoted in the motion
were carried outaccordingly.
The IAEA had been fully
informed aboutthedecision
andalltherequiredlegal steps
had beentakeninpresence
of [AEAinspectors, Araghchi
stressed.

Steps in reducing
commitmentsarearightfor
Iranaccordingtoarticle 36 of
the]CPOA, hesaid.
Restating 20% enrichment

is legal based on NPT,
safeguards, and the
JCPOA, he said, noting that
Iran is entitled to use the
snapback mechanism which
would mean put aside all
commitmentsand returnto
pre-JCPOA conditions. "This
isuswho haveimplemented
Snapbackmechanismandthe
JCPOAisstillalive.”

When will Iran stop 20%
enrichment?

Asked this question, the
seniordiplomatsaid thatsuch
enriched Uranium s for the
useofaresearchreactorand
thisisnotan ‘immediateneed..
“Wearebound toimplement
Parliament’slaw. Thelaw says
if other parties fulfill their
commitments, reportsshould
be senttothebodyanditcan
make other decisions.”
Iranis able to return to all
its JCPOA commitments
provided thatother parties
meet their own obligations,
Araghchi  said. “20%
enrichmentisoneofthe cases

thatwe can easily and swiftly
changeittobelow3.67%.”
Regarding Iran’s position on
enrichment beyond 20%,
Araghchi said according
to the IAEOQ, the country is
technically able to do so but
enrichment is done based
on the country’s needs.
“We adhere to our principle
about nuclear weapons
being Haram. Nukes have no
placeeitherinourreligious
principles orin our defensive
and security calculations.”
Europeans no entitled to
speak about deviation from
JCPOA

Asked about the reaction
of the European countries
toIran’s 20% enrichment,
Araghchi said “I believe
Europeans are not entitled
tospeakaboutthisissue. If
thisisadeviation from the
JCPOA, their failure to fulfill
commitmentsregardingthe
lifting of sanctions against
Iranisacomplete deviation
fromthe JCPOA”

20% Uranium
Enrichment
Durationin Iran
Halved with New
Technologies:

Spokesman

The spokesperson for the
Atomic Energy Organization
of Iran (AEOI) said new
technologieshave enabled the
country to halve the duration
ofenrichmentofuraniumtoa
puritylevel of 20 percent.
Speaking to the IRIB on
Monday night, Behrouz
Kamalvandisaid thelength of
production of 20% enriched

uraniuminlranhasdecreased
from 24 to 12 hours with new
technologies.

He said the enrichment of
uraniumtoa20% puritylevel
that restarted on Monday
morning at the Fordow
nuclearsiteisin compliance
with the Strategic Action for
Lifting of Sanctions, recently
ratified by the Parliament.
Iran is easily capable of
enriching uranium to levels
above 20 percent and is
weighing plans for it, the
spokesmanadded.

Last month, the Iranian
parliament approved a

law, dubbed the Strategic
Action Plan to Counter
Sanctions, which requires
the governmentto scale back
more obligations under the
JCPOA.

It also requires the AEOI
to produce at least 120
kilograms of 20-percent
enriched uranium annually
andstoreitinside the country
within two months after the
adoption ofthelaw.

The law further urges the
AEOI tostarttheinstallation,
gasinjection, enrichmentand
storage of nuclear materials
up to an appropriate

enrichment degree within
a period of three months
using at least 1,000 IR-
2m centrifuges, Press TV
reported.

Tehran has expressed
its readiness to reverse
the suspension of its
commitments only ifthe US
returns to the nuclear deal
and liftsall sanctions without
any preconditions orifthe
European co-signatories
manage to protectbusiness
ties with Iran against
Washington’s sanctions
as partoftheir contractual
obligations.

Koh Kyung-sok, director-general of the South
Korean ministry's African and Middle Eastern
affairs, expressed regrets to Iranian Ambassador
Saeed BadamchiShabestariand called for the early
release ofthe shipandits crewmembers,according
to Yonhap newsagency.
Thelranianambassadorsaid ahead ofthe meeting
thatthesailorsremainsafeand thereisnoneed to
worrywhilethelegal proceduresareimplemented.
"All of them are safe. Nothing toworry about," he
said.

No further details ofthe meetingarerevealed yet.
Thenaval force of Iran's Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) seized the South Korean-flagged
tanker Hankuk Chemiin the Persian Gulf waters
onMonday.
TheIRGCNavysaidinastatementthatthe shiphad
departed from the Petroleum Chemical Quay in
SaudiArabia'sJubail portbefore beingimpounded
for pollutingthe Persian Gulfwaters with chemicals.
Itadded thatthe ship, which carried 7,200 tons of
ethanol,isnowbeingheld atIran'ssouthern Bandar
Abbasportcity.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry also issued a
statementreiterating thata South Korean ship
seized purely over technical and environmental
issues.

“Based onreportsreceived fromlocal authorities,
theissueis purely technical and the shiphasbeen
redirected to the coastbased onajudicial order
forexamination ofthe violation thatoccurred,’ the
ministry said.

Startof20% enrichment
torestore Iran's strong
position

Iranian Parliament Speaker said the startof 20%
uranium enrichment will restore Iran's strong
positionintheface oflawbreakers.

Inatweeton Tuesday, Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf
wrote, "The start of 20% uranium enrichment
willrestore Iran's strong position in the face of
lawbreakersand will makelaw-breaking costly."
"The time of non-commitmentis over,” he wrote,
adding, "Breaking the oppressive sanctions by
producing powerand neutralizing the sanctionsis
thecountry'sagenda.”

Inabrieftalkwith Mehr News Agency on Monday, Ali
Rabiei pointed to Iran’s counteractive planto enrich
uranium to up to 20% purity, saying that the gas
injection processinto centrifugesstarted “hoursago”
followingPresidentHassan Rouhani’srecentorderon
theimplementation ofthe plan.
Statingthatlranhasproduced 20%enriched uranium
in 12 hours, Spokesman for the Atomic Energy
Organization of Iran (AEOI) Behrouz Kamalvandi
said the country caneasilyachieve higherenrichment
rates.

S. Korean Ship Captured
for'T'echnical Issue: Iranian

Spokesman

Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh
cited technical reasons behind the seizure of a South
Korean-flagged vessel by the IRGC naval forces in the
Persian Gulf, saying the vessel was creating environmental

hazard.

Asked byreportersaboutthe news ofthe Korean vessel's
seizure, Khatibzadeh describeditasatechnicalissue.

“Based oninitial reports coming fromlocal authorities, the
issueis completely technical, and the vessel wasled ashore
uponajudicial orderbecauseithad been pollutingthe sea,”

the spokesman said on Monday night.

“Like other countries, the Islamic Republic of Iranis
sensitive about such offences, especially polluting the
marine environment; so, it deals with such offences in
accordance with thelaw,” he added.

“Thiswasnotan exceptionalincident,and similarincidents
had earlier occurredinIranandin other countries’ waters,
and itis somethingusual, and furtherinformation will be
announced accordingly,” Khatibzadeh said.

The IRGC Navy seized the South Korean-flagged oil tanker,
named HANKUK CHEM]I, on Monday morning.

The tanker, which had departed from Saudi Arabia’s
AlJubail port, was carrying 7,200 tons of oil chemical
materialsinviolation of environmental regulations.

The oil tanker hasberthed atIran’s southern portcity of

Abbas forlegal procedures

tobe performed by the Iranian Judiciary officials.




'Red Notice'request for' Trump submitted to Interpol
Therequesttoissuea'Red Notice'for Trumpand some other criminals was submitted to
Interpol." Therequesttoissue 'Red Notice'for 48 peopleinvolved in the assassination of
Martyr Soleimani, includingthe US President,aswellas commandersand officialsatthe
Pentagonandforcesintheregion,werehandedoverto Interpol,' said Judiciary Spokesman
Gholam Hossein Esmaeiliinhisweeklypresseron Tuesday. "The case of the terroristcrime
thatledtothemartyrdomofSoleimaniand hisaccompaniesintheearly daysoftheincidentwas
filedinthe Special Court for International Affairsin Tehran," headded, saying, "A comprehensive

20000 Rials

investigationwas conductedintothe operationleadingto the martyrdom of Martyr Soleimani."
"The culpritshavebeenidentifiedand 48 people involved intheincident, includingthe US presidentwhowas themain

Wednesday ,January 6, 2021,

culprit,aswellascommanders and officialsatthe Pentagon and forcesin the region, have beenidentified," Esmaeili
highlighted.
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Judiciary Chief Ayatollah
Ebrahim Raeision Monday
production
of coronavirus vaccine in
Iranasavaluable stepand
realization of "we can",
sayingthatitisalsoaproof
forthefailureofthe US'policy
of maximumpressure.
Addressingameetingofthe
Judiciary's High Council, he
referred to the reaction of
EU and Commissariat for
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oftheIranian cities, saying
that while they advise us
toadhere tointernational
law, they should be asked
wherethese international
lawswere atthetime when
Fakhrizadeh and General
Soleimaniareassassinated,
and why, based on these
laws, they did not officially
condemnthe Americansand
theZionistsforthese crimes?

Iranopted for JCPOA-free economy:
Araghchi

Trump at Georgia Rally Says He Hopes Pence
'Comes through for Us'

US President Donald Trump on Monday said he hoped Vice

PresidentPence “comes through forus” ashe discussed efforts to

overturnthe US presidential election results, hintingat Pence’s

role overseeing the certification of the Electoral College vote

counton Wednesday.

“I'hope that Mike Pence comes through for
us, [ have to tell you. T hope that our greatvice
president, our greatvice president comes
through for us. He’sagreat guy,” Trump told a
crowd of supportersatarallyin Dalton, Ga.

“Of course, ifhe doesn’t come through, [won’t
like him quite as much,” Trump continued. “Nah,
Mikeisagreatguy. He’'sawonderfulmananda
smartmanandamanthatllikealot”
Trumpdid notarticulate whathe wants Pence
todo.The president’sremarks came duringa
prolonged commentary on the election, which
heinsisted thathe won “in alandslide” and
claimed the election was “rigged” againsthim.
“Buthe’sgoingtohavealotto sayaboutitand
you know one thing with him, you're going to
getstraightshots. He’s goingto call it straight,”
Trumpsaid, The Hillreported.

Pence, as president of the Senate, is expected
to oversee the certification of the Electoral
College results showing President-elect]oe
Biden’'swinbeforeajointsession of Congress
on Wednesday. Therole of the vice president
is ceremonial, and Pence does not have the

power toreject the results or otherwise affect
the outcome.

Afederaljudge in Texas last week dismissed
alongshotbid by Republicanlawmakers that
soughtto give Pence the legal authority to
effectively overturnthe electionresults.
Still,anumber of Republicansin the Senate and
House have sided with Trump and said they
planto challenge the Electoral College results
Wednesday, indicating thatthe confirmation of
theresults showing Biden’swin willbe delayed.
Thoseinclude Georgia Sen. Kelly Loeffler (R),
one oftwo vulnerable GOP senators for whom
Trump was stumping on Monday eveningin
Georgia.

Pence’s chief of staff Marc Short said in a
statement over the weekend that the vice
president “welcomes the efforts of members of
the House and Senate to use the authority they
haveunderthelaw toraise objectionsand bring
forward evidence before the Congress and the
American people onJanuary 6th.”

Several Republicans have, conversely, rebuked
the GOP efforts to overturn the election results.
Trump has claimed repeatedly that there was
coordinated electoral fraud since Biden was
projected the winner of the White House race.
His campaign and other Republicans have
failed to produce evidence tobackup his claims,
however,and most oftheirlawsuits have been
rejected.

When most people think about sun-related damage, they

probablyworry abouttheir skin. Butthe sun’s ultrav

Japanexpressesconcern
over Iranmoveson

uraniumenrichment

Japan’s top government spokesman
on Tuesday said the country was
deeply concerned aboutIran’slatest
announcement of aresumption of
20% uranium enrichment.“The
governmenthasstrongconcernsabout
thismove,whichisabreachofanuclear
agreement,” Chief Cabinet Secretary
KatsunobuKatosaid, Reutersreported.
Inabrieftalkwith Mehr News Agency
onMonday, Ali Rabiei pointed to Iran’s

counteractive plan to enrich uranium
toup to 20% purity, saying thatthe
gasinjection processinto centrifuges
started “hoursago”followingPresident
Hassan Rouhani’srecentorderonthe
implementationofthe plan.

Earlier, the European Union (EU) has
reactedtolran'sdecisiontoincreaseits
uranium enrichmentlevel, whichwas
recentlyreportedtothe International
AtomicEnergy Agency.

According to Sputnik, the European
Unionhasclaimedthatlran'smoveisa
significantdeviation fromthe nuclear
deal.

This is while Russia's Permanent
Representative to International
Organizations in Vienna noted
thatIran’s nuclear programis fully
transparentand verifiable.
Inatweeton Monday, Mikhail Ulyanov
wrote, “Wearen’tenthusiasticabout
further deviation of Tehran fromits
commitments under #JCPOA. But
thereis nothing to overdramatise.
The nuclear programme remains
fully transparentand verifiable. We
should focus on means to restore
comprehensive implementation of
thenucleardeal”

ioletraysalsoposeathreattoaperson’s
eyes.

Accordingtoa2014 study funded by
the U.S. National Eye Institute, part of
the National Institutes of Health, UV
radiation can damage proteinsin the
eye’slens. Over time, this damage can
raise aperson’sriskfor cataracts, which
impairvision.

“When you don’t wear protection,
ultraviolet radiation you cannot see
is penetrating the eye, and the eye
structures are very sensitive to it,” says
Dr.Rebecca Taylor. The back of the eye,
called theretina, hasadelicate central
area known as the macula. And when
lightcomesintotheeye,ithitsthatmacula
likealaserbeam.”

There’s evidence that UV damage
may raise a person’srisk for macular
degeneration, one oftheleading causes of
age-related blindness. And sun exposure
isalsolinked to eye cancerandtoaform
of short-term, sunburn-like eye injury
called photokeratitis (sometimes known
as “welder’s burn”), which can cause
temporary blindness or blotchy vision.
The risks of sun-related eye damage
are greater at certain times of the day
and in certain settings. Water, snow
and car windshields canreflectlight
into the eyes,and spending time on a
boat,around snow, orin avehicleona
sunny day “is like gettinga double dose
of ultravioletlight,” says Dr. C. Stephen
Foster, a professor of ophthalmology at
Harvard Medical School. “You're getting
the directexposure from the sunanda
second exposure from thereflectedlight.”
Also, athigher altitudes the sun’s rays
are stronger, and the attendant eye risks
increase.

Wearing sunglasses can protect a

How Wearing Sunglasses Actually Impacts Your
Eyes, According to Science

person’seyes from all these concerns. “It
doesn’tmatter how dark theyare or the
colorofthelenses,” Taylorsays. “The most
importantthingisthatthe sunglasses
block99t0100% of UVAand UVBrays.”
Price doesn’tnecessarily matter; even
inexpensive sunglasses can get the
jobdone—justlook forastickerortag
advertising UV protection.

The size of the lenses also makes a
difference. “The bigger the better,” she
says. “With little, round John Lennon
glasses,you getscattered rays comingin
fromallsides.” A 2018 study from Swiss
researchers found thatlarge sunglasses
blocked more UV rays than smaller ones,
and thatUV-blocking goggles offered the
mostcomplete protection.
Ontheotherhand, there are times ofthe
day when shielding your eyes behind
sunglasses may not be a good idea.
Research has found thatpeople who get
“highlevels” of brightlightinthe morning
tend to sleep better thanthose who don’t.
And wearing sunglasses early in the day
may interfere with these processes.
Foster says it may be prudent to go
withoutsunglasses until 9 or 10 a.m.
Assumingapersonisn’tstaringstraight
atthesun,itsraysaren’tstrongenoughin
the morningto cause much damage, and
exposingthe eyestonaturallightcanhelp
setthebody’s “internal clocks,” he says.

Source:time.com
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