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Bushehr province exports
near $2 billionin Q3

Atotal of 7.32 million tons of non-oil goods worth
$1.9billion were exported from the ports of southern
Bushehr province during the third quarter of the
currentlranian currentyear (Sept.21toDec.22).

Head of Bushehr Industry,Mine and Trade Department

General for Commercial Affairs Ahmad Rajaei made
theannouncement, saying thatthe province's exports
duringthe mentioned period showa 12 percentgrowth

PublicRelations: 031-32274754
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compared to the same period of last year. I ° C kd Ill l C t F :
Totally, 18.95 million tons of non-oil products, valued rains: rac ownoin ega Pyp O armns e S
at$4.365 billion, were exported through ports of
this smtltherr(lfprovlivlllce 1}:12t}11(: fi];stnzi%s Illllon;gsgfthe \ l N N : Remarkable Rise
currentyear (fromMarc oDec.22),headded. Authorities closed 1,620 illega : : o

. ( . inGilan Ports
Petrochemical productsaccounted forthe major share cryptocurrency mining farms that were rehput
of products exported from this province in this period e 50 T W Tt S OPe e Cor S eThos Throughpu -
includingbutane, propane, methanol, polyethylene, l }gl — l yl' Atotal of1.18.rr.111110n
agricultural ureafertilizer, styrene, gas condensates July2019, when mining was legalized, tonsofcommodltles.and
and cement, Head of Bushehr Industry, Mine and Trade spokesman of the Power Generation, 4,285 TEUs of container
Department General for Commercial Affairs Rajaei Distribution and Transmission goodswereloadedand

unloadedinthenorthern

noted.

Iran Promoting Knowledge-

Company (Tavanir) said.

Gilan Province’s ports
during the first nine

. "Tavaniris strict months of the current

Based Fll'ms, Soft in deal}ilng Witg [ranianyear (March 20-
o unauthorize

Techn()logles: vp miners, those Kizozlf)d)mg to

Iranian Vice-President for Science and Technology who use Mohammad Mohsen

Sorena Sattari highlighted his organization’s strategy to NEWS subsidized Salimipour, a local

supportthe domesticknowledge-based and innovative Al o L power,  such official, A;lzali Port

companies and enhance soft technologies in various
sectors.
Inameetingwith thelawmakersrepresenting Tehranin

as unlicensed miners,
will be fined as much as
thelosstheyimpose on

exportratesand as per
forex parity rates in

plansto offerincentives
to whistleblowers who

related to illegal
cryptomining calling for

accounted for 1.03
million tonsand 4,100
TEUs of the total sum,

the Iranian Parliament, held on Sunday, Sattaristressed the national grid. Their thesecondarymarket, name unauthorized newmeasurestofurther showing a 38% and
theneedto settle the country’s problems with scientific mining places will by knownasNima(Persian miners. "Almost 500 restrict — subsidized 599 ri s E 1
methods and considering the domestic ecosystem. disconnected fromthe acronymforintegrated cryptomining farms electricity for mining Como r;sgesv[\),tietchlv:h%
The Vice Presidency for Science and Technology national grid and face ~ForexDealsSystem). wereuncoveredwiththe  cryptocurrencies. similgr eriodoflastvear:
is currently pursuing two major strategies prosecution,” Mostafa AS per  earlier helpofwhistleblowers." Average daily crypto ThererIr)lainin 151}:)00'
simultaneously,namely the development ofknowledge- Rajabi Mashhadi told @announcements,miners Incentives  include transactions in lIran t d185"l§EU ’
based and innovative companies and the promotion of the statebroadcasteron ~arecharged4,800rials rewards worth 100 is estimated at $10 honsdalndb Ast s‘gerf
softtechnologies, headded. Saturday. for one kilowatt-hour millionrials ($400) for million to $40 million. i:;caetin ya :e:raectoif/e’
Sattari noted that enhancement of soft and innovative In July 2019 the thatishalftheelectricity those who cooperate CBlofficials, however, increasegof 27%/ and
technologies in Iran would create employment, government said e€xportrateinautumn, withenergyofficialsin denyrumorsabouthigh 100% ear-on(-) ear
promote innovation, and generate wealth for the it would recognize Winter and spring. identifyingillegalcrypto profits arising from IRNAEe Zrted year
country, citingnew soft technologies in various sectors cryptominingasalegal However, billings are  miningcenters. cryptocurrency trade. The off?cial noted that
suchas the motion pictures industry, publishing, video industry. This was first Plannedtobebasedon Tavanir is legally Sources have 27% and 28% more
gameindustry, education, cultural heritage, fashionand welcomed by miners, 19,300rials/kw,twice authorizedtoshutdown recommended  the vessoels entere(;Anzali
clothing industry,and handicrafts sector. but later they claimed the price forexported illegal crypto mining government to use and  Astara  Ports
The vice-presidentalso criticized the educational thatthe electricity tariffs electricity in summer businesses. Thesharp cryptocurrency to

system forits failure to train entrepreneurs, saying the
Parliament’s supportfor the Vice Presidency for Science
and Technology would accelerate the achievement
of development goals on the basis of science and

were too high and went
underground with their
business to deceive the
utilities.

(June to Sept).So far 24
cryptominingunits using
310 MW have permit
from the Ministry of

increase in the price
of cryptocurrencies
in recent months has
apparently made mining

help pay for imports
disrupted by the US
banking sanctions. But
the CBIs says “Studies

company of Iran (CII), the

autoinsurance hasbeenavital

overallincomedeclinedto 17%

respectively during the
nine-month period.

Gilan is one of the 31
provincesof Iran. Itlies
alongthe Caspian Sea,

knowledge.In the meeting, the vice-presidentand the The Energy Ministry Industries,_Mining and mor_e tempting to show cry.pto.c.urrencies west ofthe province of
lawmakersagreed on the formation ofa“jointtask force said electricity bills for Trade,he Sf’“d- Iramgns. . .had no significantrole Mazandaran. eastofthe
onscience and technology”.The MPs also expressed miners will be based Cal.l on-WhlstleblowerS , Earl_ler. n December, in Iran’s economy and province ofA’rdabil and
their support for the vice presidency and its scientific on average power Rajabi Mashhadi thejudiciaryreported madeno contributionto north of the rovir'lces
programs, the government’s website reported. referredtogovernment a jump in court cases bypassingthesanctions.” ) p .
of Zanjanand Qazvin. It
36% Dl’()p m Tl'ade i i lth Iraneniovin generated 48.01 trillionrials ($65.2 million) from 15.24 The Cllreportsaid more than 222(35):;}:;?1222?;{
Chi joying ($192 million) in premium million third-party vehicle 258,000 medical insurance ja
na al00-vear . . . . S . o . and Russia across the
Iran’s commercial exchanees with its maior tradin Y during the firsteight months insurance policies, marking policiesweresold duringthe CaspianSea
. geswi najortrading historvof ofthefiscalyear (March-Nov a 30% growth in value and eightmonths--down92.5% ) ,
partner Chinastoodat$13.52 billion duringthe first 11 A 2020)up 23.9% comparedto 5.45%increaseinthenumber compared tothesame period Notably, mostofIran’s
months 0f 2020 to registera 36.5% decline compared lnakingvaccines: the same period lastvear ofpolicies sold lastvear trade with the Eurasian
withthe correspondingperiod 0f2019. Namaki The antral Irilsur'ance Thpe mandato.ry third-party Med};cal.insurance share ofthe countriesis carried out
Asdataprovided by China’s General Administration ‘ ’ through Gilan Province.

of Customs show, Iran’s exports to China totaled $5.66
billion, indicatinga 54.9% year-on-year decrease.

In return, China exported $7.85 billion worth of
commodities to Iran during the 11 months, indicating
a9.9% decrease compared with the same period of
lastyear. Trade between the two countries stood at
$1.22billionin November 2020, markinga 35.9% fall
compared with the same period of2019.Iran’s exports
to Chinaamounted to $498 million, asimports totaled
$609.2 million.

Insurance companiesinlran

industry regulator, released
the performance reportafter
months ofdelay. Third-party
auto insurance, as usual,
accounted for the maximum
premiumincome -- more than
one-third of the total.

Duringthe period under the
review, insurance companies
earned 16.3 trillion rials

source ofincome forinsurance
companies contrary to the
industry'slongand mid-term
developmentagenda.

Struggling with the impact
ofthe coronavirus pandemic
on their business, insurers'
income from medical
insurance declined by 18%
to 8.4 trillionrials ($33.6m).

duringthe period. Surprisingly,
life insurance premium
experienced 40% growth.
Insurersmade 7.2 trillionrials
($28.8 m) through from 4.5
millionlife insurance policies.
Lifeinsurance accounted for
15.08% ofindustry's premium
income, getting closer to the
settargets.
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Exporters
Decry Lack

of CBI
Receptivity

The Central Bank of Iran's
underperformance in
export

notifying clear

repatriationrulesandlackofa
comprehensive data platform
to track exportrepatriation

commitments are causing
concern for Iranian exporters,
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TCCIM talked to 775 exporters
and asked their views about
the performance of the CBI
withregard to the mandatory
butapparently controversial
exportreparationrules.

They expressed resentment
aboutlonglist of unhelpful
CBIbylaws and its inability
to inform them "in a timely
manner" about new rules
guiding the return of export
earnings.

Businesses time and again
complain about the rate at
whichthe CBlissuesdirectives
and changes regulations,
some of which overlap and
contradicteach other.

Countriesofthe Eurasian
Economic Union and
Iranareincreasing their
mutual trade, despitethe
coronavirus pandemic,
accordingtotheEurasian
EconomicCommission.
Foreightmonthsof2020,
tradeincreased by 2%
and exceeded $2 billion.
Theriseinimportsfrom
Iran by almost $230
million has made the
main contribution to
growth, 24 kgreported.
Agricultural products
became the basis
of mutual trade.
Food products and
agricultural raw
materials accounted
for about 80% ($939
million) of the volume
of supplies from EEU
statestoIran.Inreturn,
similargoodsaccounted
formostofthe supplies
from Iran to the union,
i.e, 6%,or$575million.
Fruitsand nutswere the
maindrivers ofimport
growth fromIran.
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Iran, Russia
Preparing
Meetingon
Coronavirus
Vaccine
Production:
Envoy

Tehranand Moscoware
preparingameetingon
cooperationinproducing
the vaccine against
COVID-19, the Iranian
Envoyto Russiasaid.
"The phone
conversationsin April-
October 2020 between
thepresidentsoflranand
Russiaunderlined Iran’s
interestin cooperation
with Russia in the
field of producing the
coronavirus vaccine
and exchanging the
experience. Currently,
Russian documents on
the vaccines are being
studied. It has been
decided that soon a
personal meeting will
take place,” Iranian
Ambassador Kazem
Jalalisaidinaninterview
with Izvestianewspaper
published onSunday.
The ambassador also
noted thatalthough Iran
had declared the launch
ofthefirstphaseoftesting
the firstIranian vaccine
onhumans, the country
was still consideringall
vaccinesbeingproduced,
including the Russian
one.

Iran’s Health Minister
Saeed Namaki said
yesterday that a
homegrown vaccine for
the coronavirus will be
definitelyready foruseby
theend of spring.
Healsogaveanassurance
thatthepilgrimsplanning
to take partin the next
year’sHajjinSaudiArabia
willhave access toboth
the domestically-made
vaccine and vaccines
purchased from other
countries.

He also warned of the
coronavirusmutationin
Iran given the country’s
ethnic and genetic
diversity, saying such
mutationwould be more
probable thanin some
otherpartsoftheworld.
Last week, the first
human trialin Iran ofa
homegrown coronavirus
vaccinebeganin Tehran.
President Hassan
RouhanisaysIranison
parwith other countries
in combating the
coronavirus pandemic,
givinganassurance that
hisadministration has
made arrangements to
obtainreliable vaccines
fromabroadand develop
ahomegrownvaccine for
thediseaseaswell.

Irandiplomat terms US sanctions as

crime against humanity

Iran's Ambassador to Brazil Hossein Qaribi said on Monday
thatthe US Administration perpetrated crimes against
humanity by unilateralandillegal sanctions on Iran.
Sanctions which have created obstacles to Iran's fight with
the pandemicare crimesagainsthumanity, Qaribisaidinan
interview with Venezuelan teleSUR TV network on Monday.
Onimprovementof humanrightsin Iran, the diplomat
highlighted Iran's human rights achievements; saying that
there are active civilmechanism in Iran for fighting any
possibleviolation ofhumanrights.

Further, he said that the western approach of double-

standard and use the humanrights astoolsagainstIranare
destructive.

He said thatIran prefers national currencies in business
with its business partnersto replace the US dollar from
international trade, adding thatit shows governments'
long-term plan for countering the next US sanctions and
take initiative to minimize the impact ofthe US economic
sanctions.

Turningto the issue of firstanniversary of assassination of
former Qods Force commander Lt General Qaaem Soleimani
onJanuary 3,theambassadorsaid Soleimaniwas the greatest
anti-terrorism General.

Gen Soleimanistood againstthe threatposed to global peace
and security by ISIS, headded.

Iranian Cabinet Approves Billon
Protecting Women against Violence

Iran’s cabinet of ministers passed abill on

protectingthe women’s dignity and support

themagainstviolence.

In a cabinet
session on Sunday
evening, chaired
NEWS by President

_ B Hassan Rouhani,
the ministers approved

the billaimed at protecting
women against violence,

His anti-terrorist efforts led to
defeat of the terrorist group
of Daesh (ISIS), the diplomat
added.

Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) Qods Force
commander Lieutenant General
Soleimani and Abu Mahdi al-
Mohandes, the acting commander
ofthe Iraqi Popular Mobilization Units

(PMU) -knownas the Hashd al-Shaabi - separately

leaving Baghdad airportin two motorcadeswere targetedin
aUSterroristattackonJanuary3,2020.

NEWS

USpresencein WestAsia
has cometoits endingdays:
IMN

The Islamic Movement of Nigeria (IMN) issued
astatementontheoccasionof 1stmartyrdom
anniversary of Gen. Soleimani, stating that US
presencein WestAsiahasreacheditsendingdays.
The US assassination of Iran’s top commander
martyrLt.Gen.Soleimaniand Second-in-Command
oflraq’s pro-government Popular Mobilization
Units (PMU) Abu Mahdial-Muhandis at Baghdad
International Airport was a clear violation
of international rules, UN Charter, and Iraq’s
sovereignty,the statementisread.

Thestatement, issued by Ibrahim MusaSpokesman

strengthening the family
bonds, and preserving the
dignity of women.

The bill criminalizes any
action causing physical or
mental harm to women
because of gender or a
vulnerable position, harming
their dignity, and restricting
or depriving women of the
legalrightsand freedom.
According to the bill, the
Judiciary will be tasked with
setting up and sponsoring
offices that provide support
for the women who suffer
some kind of violence or
are susceptible to violence,
safeguarding therightsand
dignity of womeninthelegal
courts,and holding training
courses for the judges and
prosecutors.

The bill also entails the
establishmentofafund under

the auspices of the Ministry
of Justice for protecting
victimized women. The fund
would also provide support
forthe female inmates, cover
theirhealth costs,and finance
training courses during their
prisonsentence.

The Islamic Republic of
Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) is
tasked under the bill with
promoting media programs
aboutpreservingwomen'’s
dignityand protectingwomen
againstviolencein the family
orthesociety.

Thebill also entails special
educational plansatschools,
promotion of social care
consultancy services,
constantmonitoringofsocial
harmsand domesticviolence,
detection of the students
pronetoviolence, enrollment
of poorly supervised

schoolgirls in boarding
schools,and screening ofthe
girlswho haveleft school or
beendeprived of schooling.
The cabinethasalso defined
newresponsibilities for the
Ministry of Healthregarding
rapid treatmentofthe women
harmed by violence, obliging
the police to setup aspecial
unit in police stations to
ensure the safety of women,
open special stations with
female personnel, and detect
the potential sources of
violence againstwomen.
The new bill also specifies
punitive action on violence
against women, including
legal punishment, civil
redress,and sentence terms
invarious cases threatening
thephysicaland mental safety
ofwomen.

Elsewhere in the Sunday

meeting, the cabinet of
ministers discussed the ways
toreduceairpollutioninthe
coldseason,accordingtothe
government’s official website.
The Minister of Petroleum
attributed a rise in the
consumption of gas to the
outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemicand asubsequent
changeinthe household gas
consumption pattern, saying
the average gas consumption
across the country over the
past42 dayshasincreased
by 12 percent compared to
the corresponding period

lastyear.
Afterwards, President
Rouhani recommended

observinganoptimumenergy
consumption pattern, and
ordered the administrative
organizations to carefully
abidebythecleanairact.

Sullivan:

Iranmissile program
mustbe‘onthetable’for
JCPOA talks

Jake Sullivan, Biden's incoming
national security adviser, saysIran’s
missile program should be on the
table when talkingabout probable
US'sreturntothenucleardeal.
"Ourviewisthatballistic missiles,
andIran'sballisticmissileshastobe
onthetableaspartofthatfollow-on
negotiation", Sullivan told Zakaria,
whenasked whatthe Bidenteamwill
seektoachieveinnucleartalks with
Iran, Sputnikreported.

"Wealso believe thatthere canbe

conversations thatgo beyond just
the permanent five members of the
Security council... [, and thatinvolve
regional playersas well. And that
inthatbroadernegotiation, we can
ultimately secure limits onIran's
ballistic missile technology."The
remarks come as Iranian officials
have clearly highlighted that the
country’s missile programis ‘non-
negotiable’. Inapress conference
inmid-December2020, President
Hassan Rouhani reiterated
Tehran's stance,addingthat Biden
is “well aware of it”. Rouhanialso
highlighted that Tehran will not
renegotiate the terms of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action

(JCPOA).Elsewhereinhisinterview
with CNN, Sullivan claimed that
[ranis “closertonuclear weapons
thanitwasayearago”, noting that
January 3,2020, USassassination of
[slamicRevolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC) General Qasem Soleimani,
did notmake Americasaferand has
notcontributed to USinterestsin
West Asia.Tehranalso denounced
Washington forattemptstolecture
others on nuclear proliferation,
pointing out that the US has
"thousands of nuclear warheads,
proliferated suchweaponsand the
related know-how, used itagainst
anon-nuclear-weapon state, and
threatens others with the possible

useofthem"."Indeed, suchacountry
isnotevenentitled totalkaboutnon-
proliferationconcerns,’ Iran'senvoy,
Gharib Abadj, told the International
Atomic Agency’sboard of governors
inNovember;2020.As US President-
elect]oeBidenhasindicated thathe
willrestartnegotiations toreturn
the US to the JCPOA nuclear deal
with Tehran, Rouhani expressed
confidence that Washington will
return to the agreement, adding
that the “three-year resistance
of the Iranian nation will force
the future US administration to
succumbtothe peopleandreturnto
their commitmentsand break the
sanctions.”

forthelslamicMovementofNigeria,added, "Martyr
Gen.Soleimaniwasaheroiccoordinatorbetween
Christianand Muslimreligions.”

Henoted thatthe commemoration ceremony
of Martyr Gen. Soleimani held in the Evangelical
ChurchinSyria’s Aleppo showsunflinchingeffortsof
martyr Gen.Soleimaniin unity,amityand solidarity
betweendifferentreligions.

IRGC General Denies
Israeli Claims of Attacks

on Iraniansin Syria

The deputy commander ofthe Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps Quds Force dismissed fake reports
thatthe Zionistregime hasbeen hitting Iranian
forcesin Syria.Inaninterview with Al Mayadeen
TV,Brigadier General Mohammad Hejazislammed
as “fake claims” and false media propagandamany
ofthereportsthatthe Zionistregime haslaunched
attacksonIranianforcesinSyria.He said theIsraeli
regime claimsthatIranian forcesare stationed in
Syria, while Iran hasneverhad any forces or units
stationed in Syria, since the Iranians have been
involved inadvisory missionsinthe Arab country.A
militaryadviser’s mission could berestricted to
consultation and dialogue, buthe may sometimes
gotothefieldtocarryoutanevaluation,the general
explained.“Iran’s presencein Syriahasnotinvolved
thestationingofforcesand unitsfromthebeginning.
Our advisors have been presentin the units and
offered guides. But the (Israeli) claim thatthey
havehitabaseorgarrisonbelongingtoIranisnot
true, because such thingdoesnotexist (in Syria),”
headded.General Hejazithennoted thatthe Israeli
regimeis well aware thatthe martyrdom of any
Iranianindividual willdraw aresponse from the
Islamic Republic. “We will definitely respond,
asresponses have been giveninthe past.”"The
commanderthen confirmedthatthe Zionistregime
hasattackedatruckthattheZionistsclaimhasbeen
carryingweapons,and haslaunchedstrikesonthe
Syrian ArmybasewhichitclaimshasbeenatIran’s
disposal, IFPreported.

Iran FM Lauds Gen. Soleimani’s
Peacemaking Skills

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif paid tribute to
martyred commander Lt. General Soleimani asa champion of the
war on terrorism and ahero in peacemaking efforts.
“Asaperson who has always worked in the field of peace and
negotiation, [ truly consider him not justa champion of fight
againstterrorists, butalsoaheroin peace-making efforts,” Zarif
saidinatelevised interview on Sunday night.

The Iranian top diplomat said he always consulted with General
Soleimani, and his advice was always “useful” to him.

“Inthe time when IwasIran’sambassadorand permanent (UN)
representative inthe US, and during the negotiations [|had been
ordered by the Supreme Leader to hold, [ used to come back to
Tehranto consult with Hajj Qassem, and then leave the country to
hold negotiations,” Zarifadded.

“Hajj Qassem’s consultations were always useful to me, and [
really didn’t take any advice from other people. Once [ asked the
Supreme Leader to allow Hajj Qassem to personally participate in
the session,and I was sure the talks would have been much more

successful (withhiminattendance),” he said, Press TV reported.
Zarif further praised Soleimani’s personal characteristics,
describing him as a person who cared about people’s lives,
reputation, and end of conflicts.

“Any peace plan [ pursued had definitely been devised by Hajj
Qassem; heboth encouraged usand helped us with the follow-
ups,”headded.

Zarifalso highlighted the significant role played by General
Soleimaniinthe 2001 Bonn Conference, which resulted in an
agreementon there-creation ofthe State of Afghanistan following
the USinvasion ofthe country.

“Hajj Qassem played amore importantrole in Tehran by holding
talks with all jihadi groups of Afghanistan, to convince them
to accept an equation which could shape a new future for
Afghanistanintheyearsto come,” henoted.

Zarif made the comments on the first anniversary of the
assassination of General Soleimani, alongwith his comrades, ina
USdronestrike near the Baghdad International Airport.

In his Sunday remarks, the [ranian top diplomat slammed US
President Donald Trump for assassinating Soleimaniin sucha
“cowardly” way.

“Hajj Qassem used to tell
mehewaswaiting forabullet,and he thoughthe’d be shot
inthe battlefield. He would never think the Americans may hita
carinthe mid-nightinsuchaway.ltwasaneasyjobtohitthatcar...
[treally shows Trump’s misery and cowardice,” Zarif said.
“The Americanswere terrified of Hajj Qassemand considered him
ageniusinthebattlefront. Hewasageniuswho had defeated them
inSyriaand Yemen,” he added.



'Resistance strongerafter Soleimani assassination'
ThelIranian]udiciary chiefsaystheassassination oftopanti-terrorcommander; Lt. General
Ghasem Soleimani, madetheresistance movementstrongerthanever."Martyr Soleimani
was aninfluential figure in the region and the enemy thought thatby assassinating
him, his path would be stopped and the axis of resistance would collapse,” Sayyed
EbrahimRaeisisaidinaninterview with the Lebanese Al-Manar TV on Sunday night, on
the firstmartyrdom anniversary of Lt. Gen. Ghasem Soleimani and Second-in-Command
of [raq's Popular Mobilization Forces (PMU) Abu Mahdial-Muhandis, who were assassinated at
Baghdad International AirportonJan.3,2020, by the US terrorists."However, the martyrdom of the anti-terror
commanderhas made theresistance movement, even stronger than ever."Raeisi said Gen Soleimanihasbeen the
commanderofheartsandisintheheartsofall peopleintheregion,addingthatthe cowardly act ofassassination was
carried outbythe USgovernmentinathird countrywhile thismartyrwasaguestofthe Iraqiprime minister.
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Iranian Cabinet Approves Bill on

Iranian diplomatadded.
e i i Protecting Women against Violence

Iran not to negotiate on missile, defense
capabilities

- Stating thatIran will not negotiate on missile and defense

capabilities, Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesmansaid thatthe US

should bear theresponsibility forany adventurismin the region.

Speaking in his weekly press conference
on Monday, Saeed Khatibzadeh answered
questions onawide range of topics.

Same ransom to be paid to all the victims of
Ukrainian planeincident

"The decision of the governmentis to pay the
sameransomtoall the victims ofthis plane," said
Khatibzadeh onthelateststatus of the Ukrainian
planecase.

"Thisisnotasubstitute for the ongoing criminal
case. The case of the perpetrators of this
incidentis beingseriously pursued and itwillbe
announcedinthe comingdays," headded.

Iran expresses dissatisfaction with votes of
neighboursatUN

Regardinglraq'sabstention and Afghanistan's
absence in UN budget meeting, Khatibzadeh
said, "The United States failed for the third
time forits actions against the Iranian nation
atthe United Nations which shows the growing
isolation of White House officials, and itwasa
disgraceful defeat."

"We expressed our dissatisfaction to our

neighbors, and the Iraqi Prime Minister
announced thattheyare pursuing thisissue,"
headded, saying, "Neighboring countries know
betterhow much USunilateralismand rebellion
hashurtthe nations ofthe region."

[ranaware of some US mischiefsinregion
ReferringtotherecentUSmovesintheregion, he
said, "Theactionsand movesand some mischief
of the United States are nothidden from our
eyes,and ourintelligence, security and military
servicesare fullyaware of the seemingly secret
moves of the United States in the region and
Iraq."

"The messages have been clearly conveyed to
Washington and the countries of the region,
and these countries have been told not to fall
into the trap ofthese plots," Khatibzade added,
highlighting, "We closely monitor these moves."
"As the Foreign Minister said, the role of the
agentsand allies of the Zionistregime can be
seeninsome tensions, especiallyinIraqg," he
noted, saying, "We donotseek tension, butwe do
notfallshortin defending our national interests
andintegrity,and we respond seriously."
Irannottonegotiate on defense capability
Regarding the latest remarks of Jake Sullivan,
Biden'sincomingnational security adviser, over
[ran’smissile program, Khatibzadehsaid, "Iran's
defense capabilityhasneverbeenand willnotbe
negotiated.”

Trump, on tape, presses (zeorgia official to 'find'
Trump vote

US President Trump pressured Georgia's Republican secretary

of state to “find” enough votes to overturnJoe Biden'swinin the

state's presidential election, repeatedly citing disproven claims

of fraud.

Earlier on Sunday, The Washington Post posted
aleakedrecording ofaphone callbetween the
outgoing US president, Donald Trump, Georgia
Secretary of State Brad Raffenspergerand the
state's General Counsel Ryan Germany, in which
POTUS stated that "there’s nothingwrong with
saying,youknow,um, thatyou'verecalculated.”
Ajournalistwhohelped tobreakthelegendary
Watergate investigation, Carl Bernstein, reacted
totheleaked "Trump tapes", speakingto CNN
onSunday, dubbing them "asmoking gun"and
notingthatthisis "notdéjavu",asit's "farworse
thatWatergate".

"Inany other conceivable momentin UShistory,
thistape would resultin theleadership ofboth
parties demanding the immediate resignation
ofthe Presidentofthe United States", Bernstein
tweeted on Sunday.

The Watergatepoliticalscandal of 1972-19741ed
toanimpeachmenthearingandtheresignationof
the USPresidentRichard Nixon, ashis campaign
was accused hiring the perpetrators who
broke into the Democratic National Committee
headquartersatthe Watergate office buildingin
WashingtonDC.

"Alllwantto dois this: [justwanttofind 11,780
votes, whichis one more than we have," Trump
said,accordingtothe audiotape posted by WaPo.
"There's nothingwrong with saying, youknow,
thatyou'verecalculated."

Raffensperger, however, stood his ground,
insistingthatthe president'sdataiswrong.

"Mr. President, the challenge thatyou have is
thedatayouhaveiswrong," Raffenspergersaid,
accordingtotherecording.
Germany,whoalsotook partinthe conversation,
assured Trump that, contrary to the president's
claims, the voting systems company Dominion
had "notmoved any machinery out of Fulton
County",norhadit"replaced theinnerpartsofthe
machines". Raffenspergerthendismissed some
of Trump's claims, refutingallegations thatsome
voteswerescanned threetimes.
Thepresident,however, insisted thatthe election
results bere-examined, appearing to remain
convinced thathehad wonthe Georgiavote "bya
lot"..Wewontheelection,andit’snotfairtotake
itawayfromuslikethis,” Trumpisheard sayingon
theaudiotape. “Andit’s goingtobe very costlyin
manyways.AndIthinkyouhavetosaythatyou're
goingtoreexamineit,andyou canreexamineit,but
reexamineitwith peoplethatwanttofindanswers,
notpeoplewhodon'twantto findanswers.”
InaSundaytweet, Trumprevealed thathe spoke
to Raffensperger, althoughitremained unclear
whetherhewasreferringtothe same conversation

Envoy: US exitfrom Jabbarisaid thatthe USpresidenthas  sovereignty, International Law and ) ) postedbyWaPo.

. v first steptotal repeatedlyadmitted thatWashington ~ the UN Charter. .In 197.4’ tthhlte House rel.easefi an audlo"cape' "Ispoketo Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger
regonfirststepto . ¢ . Dblayed key role in promoting Heplayedakeyroleinestablishing inwhich leon.and campaign aide ngry HR yesterday about Fulton Countyand voter fraudin
revengeon GenSoleimani  terrorismintheregionbycreating  peaceandstabilityintheregionand Haldemanmetinthe Oval Ofﬁce anq dls.cussed Georgia. He was unwilling, or unable, to answer
blood al-QaedaandISIS (Daesh). haseffective partinthe International how to prevent the FBI from investigatingthe questionssuchasthe “ballotsundertable” scam,

Iranian Ambassador to Switzerland
Mohammad Reza Haji Karim
Jabbarisaid on Monday thatthe US
withdrawal from the entire region
willbethefirststeptotakerevengeon
blood of Lieutenant General Qasem
Soleimeni.
Hemadetheremarksinaceremonyto
commemorate the firstanniversary
of General Soleimani martyrdomin
Zurich.

That'swhyISISishappywith General
Soleimaniassassination,headded.
US presence in West Asia and the
Persian Gulfisthe source oftension,
puttingatriskthe peaceandsecurity,
henoted.Iranian envoy described
General Soleimanias asuccessful
military commanderand strategist.
The USby committingthe cowardice
terrorist attack against General
Soleimanihasviolated Iraginational

Conference on Afghanistan and
uprootingDaesh.

General  Soleimani  shared
experiencesoflranto Lebanonand
Palestineanditchangedallequations
intheregion, headded.

General Soleimaniwasassassinated
in the US terrorist attack on his
motorcade at Baghdad airporton
January 3,2020,which fallsontoday
accordingtothelranian calendar.

break-in.

The "worse-than-Watergate" audiotape emerged
earlierinthe day, released in The Washington
Postreportthatcoversthe conversationbetween
Trump and Georgia State Secretary Brad
Raffensperger,accompanied by hislawyer, Ryan
Germany. According to the recording, Trump
bombarded thetwowithhiselection fraud claims
andurgedthemto "recalculate” thevotetallywhile
accusing the two ofknowingaboutthe alleged
voterirregularities and refusingtoreportthe
purported claims.

ballotdestruction, out of state “voters”, dead
voters,andmore. Hehasnoclue!", Trump tweeted,
receivingaswiftresponse fromthe Georgia State
Secretary,whonoted thatwhat POTUS had said
was"nottrue".

Sinceafter Election Day, Trumphasbeenalleging
massive voter fraud and claiming thatitwashe
who won the battleground states, particularly
Georgia.Accordingtothepresident, "illegal votes"
were castinthe state. Trump further complained
thatno casefiled over fraud allegationshasbeen
reviewed.
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