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Iran-Eurasiatrade hits
S1.4bin S months

According to the statisticsreleased by the
Tehran Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mine
and Agriculture (TCCIMA), Iran’s trade with
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) countries
stood ataround $1.4binthe first8 monthsin
the currentIranian calendaryear.
Accordingtothereport, the value of Iran’s
trade of goods with EAEU states, excluding
the crude oil trade, hasbeenaround $1.4bin
the firsteight months of the currentIranian
calendaryearwhichaccountsfor 2.8 percent
of the total value of Iran’s trading goods
and the figure shows 11 percent decline
comparingtothe same periodlastyear.
Thereportshowsthatinthefirsteight months,
Iranhas exported 1.8mtons ofnon-oil goods
worth $639mto the EAEUmember states that
showa?20percentdeclineinterms of weight
and 6 percentin terms of value compared to
the same periodlastyear.

TCCIMA reportalsoindicates thatIran’s
exportsto Russiaand Belarus haveincreased
considerablyin terms of weight and value
while its exports to three countries of
Armenia, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan have
slumpedbothintermsofweightand value.
EAEU s states’share of Iran’s total goods exports
inthe firsteight months hasnotwitnessed a
meaningful change both in terms of weight
and value compared to the same period last
yearand with only 0.2 percentrise hasreached
2.4 percent.

Amonglran’strade partnerinthe EAEU, Iran’s
exports to Russiain the first eight months
have stood at $285m while the figure hasbeen
$233mfor Armeniaandinreturn,Iranhas
had mostofitsimports from Russia which is
valuedat$727m.

Agroand foodstuffitems haveaccounted fora
major partoflran’stotal exportsto five EAEU
member states in the eight months which
hasbeenaround 425mtons ofgoods worth
$330m. The major destinations for Iran’s
food and agro exportstothe EAEU states have
been Russia, Kazakhstan,and Armenia. The
figure for exportsto Russiais some $246m, to
Kazakhstan $44m,and to Armenia $23.6m.
Meanwhile, thereportclaimsthatIran’strade
balance with EAEU members in the current
Iranian calendaryear has beennegative but
the condition hasbecome better in favor of
Iranasthenegative trade balance hasbeen cut
by $90m. Thereason forthis cutin the negative
trade balanceistherisein exportsfromand
decline ofimports from Russia and Belarus,
and alsobecause ofadeclineinimports from
Kazakhstan.

The report also indicates that the trade
balance with Russiain the firsteight months
isstillnegative with $442min favor of Russia.
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
isan economicunion thathas started its
workin 2015 with five major countries of
Russia, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan,
and Armeniaand itisincharge of policy-
making for the macro economy, migration of
workforceindirection of free trade and trade
agreements.

Iransigned atrade agreement with EAEU
in November 2019 and according to the
agreement, 860 items of goods are traded
betweenIranand five EAEUmembersandIran
iscurrently negotiating for signingafreetrade
agreementwith the union.
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nothingtodo with any gov’tin Iran

Chairman of Iran-ChinaJoint Chamber

of Commerce Majid Reza Hariri says

anybody who talks about the future of

China’s -25year cooperation program

with Iran just expresses his own

opinion and itcan beinvalid and the

only source whose opinion and newson

this cooperationisvalid and authentic

isthe center which hasbeenlaunched

inIranand former Majlis Speaker Mr. Ali

Larijaniisincharge ofit.

Speaking to ILNA
newsagency, Hariri
reacted to the
remarks of one of
Maijlis lawmakers
who claimed the
China government
delaysimplementingits 25-
year cooperation program
with Iran as the Chinese
are waiting for the next
governmentinIran.

He added when one
government is in its last
daysand anew government
is to take office, it usually
affects the international
interactions  but the
comprehensive Sino-Iran
25-year cooperationprogram
hasbeen drawn up in away
thatitisnotdependenton
the governments and for
this reason, a long-term
plan has been drawn up,
and it means the relation
between the IslamicRepublic
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establishmentand China. messageto China. of univocal in negotiations
“Therefore regarding Thelranianofficialstipulated  andavoidingany distractive

these relations, it makes
no difference whether Mr.
Rouhani's  government
to be in charge or the next
government because it is
notsupposed the tastes of
governments tobe involved
inthisregard””

Hariri added that it has
beentried this program to
be above the governmentor
political fractionapproaches,
andsincedayoneithasbeen
decided the program to
advancebetween theIslamic
Republic establishment
and China. He noted so for
shapingthisrelation,in2018
Mr. Larijaniwentto Chinaas
[ran’srepresentative,itmeans
no government official has
beenchosenforthistaskand
Mr. Larijaniaccompanied by
seven governmentministers
conveyed Supreme Leader’s

thatitmeans this program
has nothing to do with
governments and after that
visit,the governmentofficially
announced that Mr. Larijani
is in charge of managing
negotiations between Iran
and China for drawing up
the comprehensive plan.
Henoted Mr. Larijanihasno
parliamentaryorgovernment
jobandhehasbeenappointed
incharge ofthis programas
the representative of the
establishmentand currently,
heis managingitand heis
busywith hisjobinan office
whichhasbeenallocated for
it.

Haririreiterated thatsome
specialized workgroupsare
workingonthisprogramand
ithas nothingto do with the
change of governments. He
emphasized the necessity

remarks. Hereiterated that
the only legitimate place
whose news on thisrelation
isauthenticandisallowed to
talkonisthiscenter.
‘Anybody except this center
whotalksaboutthis program
isjustexpressinghispersonal
opinionanditmaybewrong,’
headded

Hariri noted that any
remark on this cooperation
programisjustfor domestic
consumption and inter-
political frontdisputes and
canhaveanegativeimpacton
thenegotiations.
“Allofusaretohave onevoice
and the voice is that both
Supreme Leaderhasordered
and the government has
approvedit, soother voices
and remarks may disrupt
the trend of these talks,” he
underlined.

Iranreadytomake
powerfulreturnto

intl. oilmarket

Since the lifting of anti-Iran
sanctionsis on the horizon, the
[ranianoilindustry is preparing
to return to the energy market
powerfullywith 2.3 millionbarrels
ofoilproductionperday.

Iran has experienced a long
history of facing oil sanctions. The
firstcase of such embargo dates
backto 70yearsago, when Britain
imposed sanctions on the [ranian
governmentunder Prime Minister
Mossadegh, whotried tonationalize
theoilindustry.

Thetenure of US President Donald
Trump saw the intensification
of pressure campaign against
Iraninrecentyears. The Trump
administration  re-imposed
sanctionsonlIran's economy, in
particular on the country's oil
industry,whichhappenedfollowing
the United States' withdrawal from
the2015Irannucleardeal. Trump
hasrepeatedly stressed thathis
governmentintendstoreducelran's
oil exportstozero,anambitious
planwhichhasnevercometrue.

Now, the US president-elect]oe
Biden wants to return to the
negotiatingtable and the change
of policy could facilitate Iran's oil

exportsanditsaccesstomoney.
Therefore, the [ranian government
predicts the exportof 2.3 million
barrels of oiland gas condensate
inthenextlraniancalendaryear's
budgetbill (March 20,2021 -March
20,2022).

The optimistic expectation has
causedsomedisagreements,butthe
authoritiesinsistontherealization
ofthebudgetduetotheir capability
topursue Iran's oil diplomacy in
correctpath.So, Iranian Oil Minister
BijanZanganeh said thathe would
notpromise somethingthatseems
tobeimpossible.

Iran's government hasrecently
declared that it plans to revive

oil exports within the nextthree
months to thelevel before the US
sanctionsbegan.

Iranian PresidentHassan Rouhani
alsosaidthatUS-imposed economic
war had hindered the country's oil
and petrochemical exports,adding
that the Trump administration
dreamed of reducing Iran's oil
exportstozero, whichhasnever
materialized.

Iranian Government Spokesman
Ali Rabiee emphasized that the
[slamicRepublicsucceededinthe
US-imposed economicwar,adding
thatIranians'firstachievement
is to regain their share of the
international oil market.
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Goods transitvia

Bashmaq Border hits

nearly $3bnin 9 months
Observer of Kordestan Customs
Officesaid that$2,843,416,000
worth of goods was transited
via BashmagqBorder Crossingin
the firstnine months of current
Iranian calendar year (from
Mar.21to Dec.22).Speakingin
aninterview with IRNA on Sat,,
Bakhtiar Rahmanipour stated
that36,561 tons of products,

foreign countries via Bashmaq
Border Crossing, headded.

Totally, 1,122,853 tons of goods,
valued at $2,843,416,000,
were transited through
Bashmaq Border Crossing as
Iran’s main border crossings
with [raqi Kurdistan region,
Rahmanipour highlighted.
Elsewhere in his remarks,
he pointed to the outbreak
of coronavirus, COVID-19,
and added that the number
of inbound and outbound
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Labor Ministry
Rolls OutNew
Virus Loans Worth
Over$300m
Those engaged in
transportation, tourism
andhandicraftindustries,
as well as sports and
culture and arts will
receive anew round of
coronavirusloansworth
upwards of80,000billion
rials ($307 million), says
[sa Mansouri, deputy
minister of cooperatives,
laborandsocial welfare.
“The transportation
sectorwillreceive 35,000
billion rials [$134.61
million], tourism and
handicraft industries
20,000 billion rials
[$76.92 million], sports
8,000billionrials[$30.76
million] and culture and
artswill receive 18,000
billion rials [$69.23
million] in financial
support dedicated to
peopleand businesses
affected by Covid-19
crisis. Applicantsneed
toinitiate the processby
registeringatKara.mcls.
gov.ir,” hewas quoted as
saying by Mehr News
Agency.

Noting that women
accountfor70% ofpeople
who lost their jobs to
the virus outbreak, the
official said, “According
to statistics, 62% of
jobholders in recent

yearsare notcovered by
insurance.”

Out of 533,752
businesses that

registered at Kara.
mcls.gov.ir and were
introduced to the banks
toreceive government-
backed coronavirus
financial support, atotal
0of 365,841 businesses
(70% of the total)
received theirloansasof
Nov.30; the documents
and collaterals of the
rest are under review,
the Central Bank of [ran
recentlyreported.

These 365,841
businesseshave 620,931
workerson their payroll
whowere granted atotal
of 76,933 billion rials
($307 million) worth of
loansatthelendingrate
0f12%.

Following the
government’sapproval of
a750trillion-rial ($2.88
billion) package forlow-
incomehouseholdsand
struggling businesses
impacted by the
coronavirus outbreak
and its economic
consequences, atotal of
three million workshops

valued at $35,073,894, were

passengersviaBashmaqBorder from 14 main groups

transited to the domestic
market.Inaddition, 352,601

of businesses and
850 subgroups were

Crossingregistereda94and 95
percentdecline respectively

tons of goods, valued at
$748,110,659, were exported to

as compared to the lastyear’s identified.

corresponding period.
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ChinaSenior
Diplomat Says
US Relations at

'New Crossroads'
China’s  relationship
with the United States
has reached a “new
crossroads” and could
getbackontherighttrack
following a period of
“unprecedenteddifficulty”,
senior Chinese diplomat
Wang Yi said in official
comments published on
Saturday.

Relations between the
world’s two biggest
economies have come
underincreasing strain
amid aseries of disputes
over trade, human
rights and the origins of
COVID-19. In its latest
move, the United States
blacklisted dozens of
Chinese companiesitsaid
hadtiestothemilitary.
Wang, China’s state
councilor and foreign
minister, said in a joint
interview with Xinhua
news agency and other
state media outlets that
recentUSpoliciestowards
China had harmed the
interests of both countries
and broughthuge dangers
totheworld.

But there was now an
opportunity for the two
sides to “open a new
windowofhope”andbegin
anewround ofdialogue,he
said, Reutersreported.
The election ofJoe Biden
as US President has
been widely expected
to improve relations
between Washingtonand
Beijingafter fouryears of
escalatingtensionsunder
the administration of
Donald Trump.

Last month, Wang said
he hoped the election of
Biden would allow US
Chinapolicyto “returnto
objectivityandrationality”.
However, President-elect
Biden, whowill take office
on]Jan.20,has continued
to criticize China for its
“abuses” on trade and
otherissues.

Wang did not mention
Trump or Bidenbyname,
buthe urged the United
Statesto“respectthesocial
systemand development
path” chosen by China,
addingthatif Washington
“learns lessons”, the
conflictsbetweenthetwo
sidescouldberesolved.
“We know some people
in the United States
are apprehensive
about China’s rapid
development, butthemost
sustainableleadershipisto
constantly move forward
yourself,rather thanblock
the developmentofother
countries,”hesaid.

=

Defense min.:
Gen. Soleimani shatteredall US

calculationsinregion

[ranian Minister of Defenseinanote onthe occasion of 1stmartyrdom
anniversary of former IRGC Quds Force Commander Lt. Gen. Soleimani
wrotethatmartyrSoleimaniwasaherowhoshatteredall UScalculations
inregion.MartyrLt.Gen. Qassem Soleimanishattered allUS calculations
intheregionand thatwasthereasonfor US President Trump'scrimein
assassinatingthisbrave commander, Brigadier General Amir Hatami
said.Oneyearhas passed since martyrdom of Iran’s top commander
Gen.Soleimani,ahero commanderin the fightagainstterrorismin
thebattlefields.ThefactisthatISIL wasnotgoingtobeeliminatedin
theregionbecause Americans had broughtthese terroristgroupsto

Gen. Qassem Soleimani and the regional

security theory

theregioninordertostayformanyyearsand tooccupyandinfluence
other countries as well. But martyr Gen. Soleimaniand loyal and
courageous forces of the resistance were well aware of conspiracies
ofthe Global Arroganceand defeated them. Nationsintheregionand
worldwillunderstand thatthe United Statesresorted toa criminalact
inassassinatingIran’stop generalin supportofISILterroristgroups,
defense ministeradded. Had itnotbeen for the wise leadership of
Commander-in-Chiefofthe Armed Forces and measures taken by
martyrLt. Gen.Soleimaniand his comrades, ISILterroristgroup would
havebeendominated the regioninevitably Europe, Asia,and the United
States owe theirlife to the bravery and sacrifices of martyr Lt. Gen.
Soleimani, Amir Hatami emphasized,adding, Martyr Gen. Soleimani
foughtforthespread oflastingpeaceand securityintheregionandworld.
Trump's criminaland cowardly actin assassinating Gen. Soleimani

was afoolishand desperateactanda
kind of compensation for defeatof US
policiesintheregion. Trumpthought
thatifGen. Soleimaniisassassinated,
resistance movementwillstopinthe
regionand thiswasamiscalculation
that Trump made. By doing so, he
hasincreased the cost of US presence
in the region, added the minister. With
theassassination of [ranian prominentnuclear

scientist Dr. Mohsen Fakhrizadeh and assassination of

Gen. Soleimani, the Global Arrogance onceagain showed theiruglyand
criminal facetotheworldand proved theirterroristnaturetoeveryone,
Defense Minister Brigadier General Hatamisstressed.

NEWS

IRGC ChiefWarnsof Iran’s

OnApril2019,16,the Supreme Leader ofthe
Islamic Revolution said in reference to the

pathand philosophy oftheillustrious Martyr
Gen. Soleimani, “We should notlookat Martyr

HajQasem Soleimaniasanindividual. Rather,

we shouldlookathimasaschool ofthought,

apathandaschool toinstructus.” In the

following Op-Ed, the author shedslighton

thisaspectof Gen.Soleimani's personality.

The theory
“regional security”
is one of the

Decisive Responseto Hostile
Moves

Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
Major General Hossein Salamiwarned the enemiesthat
anyhostileactionagainIranwilldrawaharshandstrong
response.Inremarks duringavisittothe [IRGCbaseson
Iran’ssouthernisland of Abu Musainthe Persian Gulfon
Saturday, Major General Salami cautioned of the severe
response toany threatto Iran’s security and national
interests.“We have proved inactionand alsoannounce
itthatwerespond toanyaction fromthe enemy against
uswithareciprocal, decisiveand solidblow;,” the general
said.TheIRGChas proved several timesthatnohostile

NEWS

m Sardar Soleimani

and the executive

most important
viewpoints  of

dimensions of that theory
shouldbe examinedby Iranian
andregional experts,analystof
internationalissues Mohsen
Pak Aeen wrote in www.
Khemenei.ir

"After the disintegration of
the Soviet Union, western
countries,undertheleadership
of the US, placed the re-
engineeringof WestAsiaatthe
top oftheiragendainorderto
ensure the safety ofthe Zionist
regime. On the basis of that
plot, regional countries should
normally become unsafe, be
undermined, and lose their
unity. The existence ofborder
disputes between regional
countries, denominational
rivalries between Shia and
Sunni governments and
nations, tribal prejudice
such as thatof Pan-Kurdism
and Pan-Arabism, the
existence of players such as
regional reactionaries, and
the emergence of terrorism
were some of the weak and
vulnerable points that could
helprealize westerners’goal of
causinginsecurityintheregion.
Inordertounderminesecurity
in West Asia, the multi-facet
project to create terrorist
and takfiri groups, such as
Al-Qaida and DAESH, was
carried out with the purpose
ofre-engineering the region
and the project was pursued
with the assistance of Saudi

Arabiaand the Zionistregime.
Oneofthefacets ofthis project
was toreshape geographical
borders by disintegrating
Islamic countries. In orderto
dothis, thenational authority
of nations needed to have
beenundermined and their
territorial integrity should
havebeenweakened.Fromthe
viewpointofwesterntheorists,
thedisintegration ofIragand
Syriaand their divisioninto
smaller lands would have
servedthesraeliinterestsand
therefore, theyneededtoadopt
certainmeasuresinthisregard.
Being insightful, Sardar
Soleimani developed the
regional security theory due
to his understanding about
western politics and with the
purpose of preventing their
plotfrombeingfulfilled. Onthe
basis ofthistheory, the security
of WestAsianIslamiccountries
influencesandis connected to
one another. In other words,
insecurity in Syria would
underminetheIraq'ssecurity
andinsecurity in Iraq would
jeopardizeIraniansecurity.

Inorderto ensure West Asian
security and counteract
western  plots, Sardar
Soleimani developed the
Resistance modeland molded
the fightagainst extremism
and terrorism on the basis of
developing the Resistance
strategy. In fact, Hajj Qassem
pre-empted the westerners’
plans:theyweretryingtocreate
discord in the anti-Zionist

camp, but Sardar Soleimani
united those countries under
the axis of Resistance. Hajj
Qassem’smiracle wasthathe
placed seven nationalities -
the Syrians, the Lebanese, the
[ranians, the Pakistanis, the
Afghanisandthelraqis-under
theumbrellaofResistance.

He shaped the axis of
Resistance by benefiting
from the native identity and
culture of every country,notby
imposingthe [ranian culture
andversiononthem.Hezbollah
with the Lebanese identity,
Hashdal-Sha’biwith the Iraqi
identity and the Zaynabiyun,
Fatemiunand Haydariun forces
with their own respective
national and local identities
were created and then, they
achieved growth. For this
reason, today, no elementcan
eliminate theseforcesandtheir
powerofinfluencewillincrease
onadailybasis.

With his regional security
theory, Sardar Soleimani
made every country sensitive
about ensuring their own
national security and that of
theirneighboring countries.
The axis of Resistance foiled
the western plot to change
theregional geographyand to
ensure Israel’ssecurity. Asan
outstandingfigure ofresistance
and as a symbol of fighting
againstterrorism, he stayed by
the side of Sunni Palestinians
inthe 51-day warandinthe
33-day war, he defeated the
Zionistregimealongside the

atFordow facility, near the Iranian city of Qom.

Syria was in the depth of a
crisis, he personally rushed to
help Bashar Assad and while
Baghdad was on the brink of
downfall, he passed through
the DAESH forcesand arrived
inBaghdad and led the anti-
terrorist operation until he
achieved thedesiredresults.
With the help of altruistic
and self-sacrificing forces of
Resistance, Sardar Soleimani
defended the national
authority and territorial
integrity ofregional countries
and rekindled hope in the
hearts of regional nations
by tightening his grip on the
Zionistregimeanditswestern
and Arab supporters, thus
beingdescribed as “The hero
oftheIslamic Ummah”bythe
Supreme Leader ofthe Islamic
Revolution. Todaytoo, the unity
and solidarity of anti-Zionist
countries in West Asia and
thetransition from the axis of
Resistance to theallied forces
ofResistance willhelp ensure
security and increase the
power ofregional countries.
On the anniversary of the
cowardly assassination of
Sardar Soleimani and Abu
Mahdial-Muhandisand onthe
occasion oftheir martyrdom,
everyone should thinkabout
the formation ofa powerful
regional alliance againstthe
USandtheZionistregimeand
theestablishmentofcollective
security for West Asian
countries.

threatoractofaggressionwould remain unanswered,
Major General Salamiadded.The commanderalso
highlighted the IRGC’snavaladvancesand equipment,
including smartnaval mines, smartbombs dropped
by manned and unmanned aircraft, new generation of
VTOLdrones,and abroad range of missile launchers.
Hefurtherreiterated thatthe three Persian GulfIslands
ofthe Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu Musaare
indispensable parts of the Iranian soil and national
sovereignty,describingthemasthefrontline of defense
againstextra-regional enemies.

Iran contains 3rd wave
of COVID-19fasterthan
expected: Pres. Rouhani

Iran's President Hassan Rouhanisaid on Saturday that
the countryhas succeeded in containingthe spread of
thethird wave ofthe COVID-19 disease faster than what
people expected.Addressingameeting of the national
headquarters for the fight against the coronavirus
disease, the presidentexpressed gratitudetothe Iranian
nationfortheirattempttoobservehealth protocolsamid
holdingceremonies onthe occasion oftheanniversary
ofthemartyrdom ofHazratZahra (daughter of Prophet
Muhammad) and the martyrdom anniversary of
General Qassem Soleimaniinrecentdays.Pointingtothe
importantrole ofthe Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed AliKhameneiin expressingguidelines
forthe pandemic, he added thatthe Supreme Leader
underlined the need for respecting health protocols
based onreligiousandlegal considerations.The chief
executive,however; noted thatthewhole countryinstead
offour citiesare experiencinganappropriate situation
intermsofthe coronavirus spread.He further warned
aboutanew wave of the spread of the coronavirus
disease in the nexttwo monthsofthe winter, urging
peopletoobserveall protocolswhenthey are atfamily
gatherings or using public transportation vehicles.
Rouhani wenton to say thatthe Covid-19wasalsoa
historical testfor countriesand theirleadersthroughout
the world, adding that some states paid excessive
attentiontotheireconomicissuesandrefuted toimpose
restrictions; so,inthe end, they exposed both economy
andpeopletosevere problems.

Iran Nuclear ChiefUnveils

Plan for Enrichment Activities
Head ofthe Atomic Energy Organization of [ran said Tehran
hasnotified the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) ofits decision aboutboosting enrichmentactivities
in compliance with a parliamentary bill.

Asked aboutlran’s plan to enrich uranium to up to 20%
purity, Ali Akbar Salehisaid atatelevised program on Friday
thatthe [AEAhasreceived aletter from Iran’s envoy to the
UNnuclearagencyinViennaabout Tehran's new decisions.
TheIAEAinspectors have beenasked to cometoIran,asthe
countryis going to break the seals on nuclear equipment
under the [AEA’s surveillance in order to replenish the
uranium gas capsules, Salehiadded.

Healsonoted thatthe Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
isbound to carry outthe bills ratified by the Parliamentand
the ordersissued by the administration.
Inastatementreleased on Friday, the [AEA said the Islamic
Republichad sentaletter to the agency on December 31
regardingits decision to enrichuraniumtoupto 20 percent

“Iran hasinformed the Agency thatin order to comply with
alegal actrecently passed by the country’s parliament, the
AtomicEnergy Organization of Iran intends to produce low-
enriched uranium (LEU) up to 20 percentat the Fordow
Fuel EnrichmentPlant,” the statementread.

“Iran’s letter to the Agency ... did not say when this
enrichmentactivity would take place,” itadded.

The agency stressed thatit“hasinspectors presentin Iran
ona24/7basis and they have regularaccess to Fordow.”
Lastmonth, the Iranian parliamentapproved alaw,dubbed
the Strategic Action Plan to Counter Sanctions, which
requires the government to scale back more obligations
under the JCPOA.

Italsorequiresthe Atomic Energy Organization of Iran
(AEOI) to produce atleast 120 kilograms of 20-percent
enriched uranium annually and storeitinside the country
within two months after the adoption of the law.

Thelaw furtherurges the AEOI to start the installation, gas
injection, enrichmentand storage of nuclear materials up to
anappropriate enrichmentdegree withinaperiod of three

months
usingatleast1,000IR-2m
centrifuges, Press TVreported.

Tehran has expressed its readiness to reverse the
suspension of its commitments only if the US returns
to the nuclear deal and lifts all sanctions without any
preconditions orifthe European co-signatories manage
to protectbusiness ties with Iran against Washington’s

sanctionsas partoftheir contractual obligations.



Supreme Leader offers condolences over Ayatollah
Mesbah Yazdi demise

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneiin
amessage expressed condolences over the demise of Ayatollah Mohammad
Taqi Mesbah Yazdi.

Inhismessage, the Supreme Leader described the demise of the senior cleric
asalossforthe seminaryand Islamicstudies.

He termed Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdias a prominent thinker, a qualified manager,

20000 Rials

withaneloquentlanguage in expressing truth and perseverance in the right path.
Inthe meantime, the Leader condoled with the bereaved family of the late Ayatollah, his studentsand the
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seminary.
Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdisuccumbed toillnessatthe age of 86 on Friday.
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Names of defendants
of Soleimani assassin.
tobe publicized

willbeannounced, Al-Forat

e

H

news

Iran

Thehead of Hash al-Shaabi
PRdepartmentannounced
thatthenamesofthosewho
areaccused ofhavingahand
intheassassination of IRGC
cmdr. Soleimani and his
comrade Abu-Muhandis
are to be publicized.He
informedthatinthe coming
days, the names of the
defendantsengagedinthe
case ofthe martyrs Qasem
Soleimaniand Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis, who were
martyred by the United
States of America near
Baghdad airportlastyear,

Newsreported."Thereare
40 defendantsin this case
amongthemareIraqisand

Americans," hesaid."The

investigations are going
on,"headded.Henoted that
unfortunately, the Iraqi

judiciaryisunderinternal

and external pressure in
dealingwith thiscase.

Gen. Qassem Soleimani and the regional
security theory

Iran, Cuba to co-produce COVIDI19-vaccine

[ranis cooperating with Cubain producinga COVID19-vaccine,

The human trials ofa COVID-19 vaccine

accordingtoasenior official at the [ranian Health Ministry.

produced by Iranian researchers started
with theinjection on 56 volunteersin Iran

onDec.29,2020.

The nexttrial phase of the vaccine would
be 28 days later "ifeverything goes well,"

Martyrdom of Gen. Soleimani, clear
confrontation with people’s desire for peace

manifesteditselfin the assassination of Martyr
Soleimani, is condemned from the legal and
international pointofview. In thisregard, Iwould
drawesteemedreaders’attentiontosome points,’
hesaid.

Ambassador of [slamic Republic of Iran in Pakistan says

martyrdom of General Qasem Soleimani by the USisanact of

clear confrontation with the true wishes of people of the region

instriving for peace and the fightagainstterrorism.

Kianoush Jahanpour, the spokesman of
the Iran Food and Drug Administration
(IFDA), said thatthe country will purchase
vaccines from a foreign country and
will also participate in the World Health
Organization's COVAX program.
Jahanpoursaid besides the purchase, the
Pasteur Institute of [ranis going to produce
the COVID-19 vaccineinjointcooperation
with a Cuban company.

Headded thatthe human trial phase of the
vaccine hasbeen carried out successfully
in Cuba.

“The second phase of the human trial is
being conducted under the supervision
of the Pasteur Institute of Iran in
Cuba. Provided that the second phase
is successful, the third phase will be
implementedinIran.”

Deputy of Iran's Health Minister Alireza
Raisisaid.

Ifthe vaccine goes through all stages, it
wouldbereliable, he said,adding thatIran
can mass-produce its own vaccine in the
spring.

Reportedly, the production line of the
Iranian coronavirus vaccine with a capacity
of 1.5 million doses per month will be
launched within the next 40 days. By the
nextsix months, vaccine production will
reachupto 12 million doses per month.
Accordingto an official with the Ministry
of Health, 16 Iranian knowledge-based
companies are working on all types of
vaccine platforms. One companyisactivein
producing DNA-based vaccines,and about
three othersare working to make mRNA-
based vaccines.

Envoysays US terrorist
attackinside Iraq,
total disregard of Iraqi

sovereignty

[ranian Ambassador to Iraq Iraj
Masjedi said the USterroristattack
inside [raqtoassassinate Lieutenant
General Qasem Soleimaniand Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis, the former
commander of Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU),amounted
toaggressiononIraqisovereignty.
Masjedi made the remarks in an
interview with Iraqi media ‘Aletejah
TV.

Masjedisaid that General Soleimani
was the official representative of Iran
incharge ofthelran-Iraqcoordinated
campaignagainstISIS terrorism.
Hehad made several visits to Iraq
toorchestrate coordinated military

operation torepulse ISISwhen the
terrorist group poised to capture
Baghdad.

He described the terrorist attack
to assassinate the Iranian and
Iraqi commanders as the US state
terrorism, saying that they were
commanders of the fight against
terrorism.

They played an effective role in the
expulsion of Daesh (ISIS) from Iraq
and theregion, hesaid.

Iran will be happy with Iraq to play
aconstructiverolein theregion, he
said,addingthatthe USandIsraeldo
notwant friendship and solidarity
among theregional countries.
Nothing can compensate for the
blood of General Soleimaniand Abu
Mahdial-Muhandis blood, he said,
adding that talking about taking
revenge does not mean that Iran

tendstokillapersoninreturn.
Trump was number onein this crime
and he together with all otherswho
participated in this assassination
is not comparable with General
Soleimani, he noted.

The ambassador went on to
stress that the US forces must be
expelled from Iraq and the region
and Iranare seekingto do so. "This
step, preventing US interference
inregional countries' future and
defeating the US polices are
considered as takingrevenge on the
US,"headded.

Inresponse toaquestionregarding
Trump’sadventurismagainstIran,
he said itis regretted that Trump
is president of a big country like
the United States butthe USpeople
showed their dissatisfaction against
hisacts.

Seyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini in an article
published bylocal media on Saturday said the
anti-humanaction was notcompatible withany
oftheestablishedlegal provisionsand wasaclear
violation ofinternationallawsand principles.
Hesaid one yearago, on these days, Iran was
grieved over the loss ofaman, who was highly
acclaimed by the people of regionasa “liberator,
heroand symbol ofthe fightagainstterrorism”.
“Today, we are on the advent of first martyrdom
anniversary of General Qasem Soleimaniwho
cowardly assassinated by US governmentina
blatantterroristact. The people of ourregiondo
notforgetthe days when the black flag of Daesh
were each day hoistingsomewhereinone of their
citiesand theirviciousactshereand there were
shudderingtheheartsofpeople,”hesaid.
Headded General Soleimani,whorightlyplayed the
mosteffectiveroleinsuppressing criminal groups,
augured wellin clearingterroristembodiments
likeISISand Al-Nusra Front,and broughtsecurity
andpeacetothenationsfromourregionto Europe,
was martyred through a craven operationand
directorderby Presidentof the United States of
America.Theambassadorwentontosayalthough
inIslamicschool of thought, martyrdomin the
way of God isawish forany Muslim and General
Soleimaniand his companionshad alonglasting
fervorforit, the nature ofterrorbyahigh official of
acountrywas preposterous.

“The criminal actofthe United Statesin depriving
people oftheregion fromadetermined and anti-
terrorism forceis strongly condemned by the
freedomlookingand peaceloving people of the
region,” said Seyed Mohammad Ali Hosseini.
Hesaidthisactwasaclear confrontation withthe
true wishes of people of theregionin striving for
peaceand the fightagainstterrorism.
“Thisapparent opposition of the United States
to the wishes of people of the region, which

Theenvoysaidfirstofall,itshouldbenoted thatthe
anti-humanactionofthe United Statesin physically
removing Martyr Soleimaniwasnotcompatible
withany ofthe established legal provisions and
wasaclearviolation of international laws and
principles.

“Articlell ofthe United Nations Charter explicitly
prohibitstheuse offorce, rather fromthreatening
touseforce. Thisactofterrorism,inadditiontobe
flagrantviolationtothe UN Charter; themartyrdom
of Commander Soleimaniis also againstvalues
ofhumanrightsand international humanrights
provisions,”hesaid.

Headdedviolation oftherighttolifeis prohibited
under Article 3 ofthe Universal Declaration of
Human Rightsand Article 6 ofthe Charter of Civil
and Political Rights covenant. Therefore, the
commandersand theagents ofthis operationand
theperpetratorsofviolation ofthisrightshould be
broughttojusticeand punished.
Theambassadornotedinthisterroristact, United
Statesalsoviolatesrulesofdiplomaticand consular
laws. Martyr Soleimani wasahigh-rankingIranian
military official who was assuming a diplomatic
responsibility during hislastjourney and was
carryingapolitical message for the officials of
Republicoflraqg.

“Therefore,inthe frameworkofViennaconvention
about diplomatic relation and “Convention
onthe Prevention and Punishmentof Crimes
againstInternationally Protected Persons 1971”
in particular, the trial and punishment of the
perpetrator ofthisviolationisnecessary,”hesaid.
Hosseiniin his viewssaid the second point that
needstobeelaboratedisrelated to the collective
responsibility ofall countries oftheregionand the
worldtoworkashardaspossibleto fightISIS.
“Abdication of responsibilities or evenrender of
supporttoterrorists by some countries not only
doesn’tdroptheresponsibility ofothers, buteven
increase theirburdenandrequires the frontline
countriestoshouldermore,” hesaid.
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