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Iranrehabilitates 2
wellsin Salman joint
oilfield

Iranian Offshore Oil Company (I00C) has
rehabilitated wells 62 and 63 of the Salman
jointoilfield, producing oil from both wells
inastable extraction volume by the use ofthe
artificial gaslift.

According to I00C officials, after the
installation ofthe S1 platform and operation
of wells 61 and 64 in the field, the company
conducted accurate reviews on drilling
operations, rehabilitated wells 62 and 63,
and decided toresolve production problems.
"There were risks such as the possible
non-productivity of the wells, the increase
of water production and the probability
of processing problems, as well as the
possibility of reduction of oil production
inthe field, the process of rehabilitation of
wells 62 and 63 were initiated under the best
circumstances," officials said.

They added the IOOC fully protected the
reservoirs and simultaneously drained the
accumulated water from the wells and the
surrounding areas; therefore,itsucceededin
producingoil from these twowellsinastable
flow usingthe artificial gaslift.

The Salman oil field as one of the Iranian oil
fieldsislocatedin Hormozgan province,
144 km south of Lavan Island, enjoyingjoint
reserves with Abu Al Bukhoosh field in the
United Arab Emirates (UAE).

The oil extracted from the Salman joint oil
fieldisbeingtransported to LavanIsland via
a22-inch pipelinein ordertobe processed
in onshore facilities and stored for export
ortobeused as feed in Lavan Oil Refining
Company.

Salmanisanoldfield inIran, which still has
acceptablereserves. The Salman oil field
(Sasan)wasdiscoveredin 1965 and became
operationalin 1968.

Well-timed and knowledge-based
implementation of development projects
could addto thelife and outputofthe wellsin
thisregion.

Tehran, Baghdad
discuss economic, trade
coop.

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian
and Iraqi Trade Minister Alla Ahmed al-
Jabouri held a meeting in Baghdad on
Tuesday.Duringthe meetingwhich took place
inthebuilding ofIraq's Ministry of Trade, the
two sides discussed bilateral relations and
cooperationinthe economicandtradefields.
The Iranian delegation also discussed
the strengthening and expansion of Iran-
Iraqinteractions and the issue ofajoint
commission ofthe two countriesinlinewith
the common interests of the two countries.
Heading a delegation, Iranian Energy
Minister Aradakanian arrived in Iraq on
Tuesday morningand was welcomed by Iraqi
Electricity Minister Majid Mahdi Hantoush.
During his meeting with Iraqi Electricity
Minister Majid Mahdi Hantoush, the two
sides discussed the bilateral relations
betweenIranandlIraq,aswellastheissue of
electricityand energy.The Iranian delegation
isalsoscheduled to meet with anumber
of other senior Iraqi officials to discuss
cooperationinthe energy,trade and financial
sectors.
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Six knowledge-based firms working on
COVIDI19- vaccine

Vice-Presidentfor Scienceand Technology

said thatanumberofsixknowledge-based

companies are busy active in the country

inthefield of producing COVID19- vaccine.

Speaking on
the sidelines
of unveiling
ceremony of
Iranian COVID-19

thevaccineatthe venue of
ExecutionofImamKhomeini
Order (EIKO) Headquarters
on Tue., Sorena Sattari
said that activities of
six ~ knowledge-based
companies, workinginthe
field of producing COVID-19
vaccine, are strictly
supervised by the National
Coronavirus Combat and
Prevention Headquarters
andalso Ministry of Health

He took this opportunity
to express his thanks to
Health Minister Saeed
Namakiand Minoo Mohraz,
Chairwoman of Center to
Supervise COVID-19Vaccine
Production, and reiterated
that the health minister
has thrown his weights
behind knowledge-based
companies in the field of

vaccine.As face masksand
COVID-19diagnostictestkits
have been made available
to people in the country,
“We will witness provision
of coronavirus vaccine
available to all walks of life
inthe countryinnearfuture,
sothatimportsarenolonger
neededinthisfield,” Sattari
added.The first human

of clinical trials of COVID-19
vaccine, manufactured
and produced by domestic
researchersatthe Execution
of Imam Khomeini Order
(EIKO), entitled “COVOIran
Barakat”, was carried out
onTue.inthe presence of
Iranian Minister of Health
Namakiand Vice-President
for Science and Technology

and Medical Education.

producing

coronavirus

injection of the first phase

SorenaSattari.

Ardakanian
meets Iraqienergy
minister, Central

Bankgovernor
Iranian Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian met with his Iraqi
counterpartand the Central Bank
GovernorinBaghdad on Tuesday
todiscussmutualissues.
InhismeetingwithIraq'sElectricity
Minister Majid Mahdi Hantoush,

Reza Ardakanianreviewed waysto
regulate electricity supplytolraq
demandingtheIraqi Government
to pay the arrears concerning
electricity. Thetwosidesdiscussed
waystoexpand cooperationoflran
andIraqginothereconomicsectors.
Meanwhile, Iranian Energy
Minister Reza Ardakanianin his
visittoIraq, metwith the Governor
ofIraq Central Bank Mustafa Ghalib
Makhif.He discussed bilateral
relationsand cooperationin the

fields of finance and the payment
oflraqidebtstoIranduetosupply
of electricity and gas and its
paymentmechanism.Thetwosides
discussedbilateral financialissues
andmutualfinancingandthelragi-
[ragiinteractioninlinewithsharing
sources of the two neighboring
countriesand the brother.Iranian
Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian
headingadelegationarrived in
Baghdad on Tuesdayto conferwith
senior Iraqiofficials.

Arrangements for the upcoming
Tehran-Baghdad Joint Economic
Commission and regulating
paymentoflragidebttolran areon
the agenda of Iranian Energy
Minister Reza Ardakanianvisitto
Baqdad.Iranneedstorepatriate
foreign assets to meet the
expensive costofcampaignagainst
deadly COVID-19 pandemicand
demanded the governmentoflraq
and South Koreatopaytheirarrears
tolran.

Iranenjoying
alO0O-year
historyofmaking
vaccines: Namaki

Referringto Iran's history of
vaccine producing, Iranian
Health Minister Saeed Namaki
said thatthe coronavaccine
produced by Raziinstitute will
be entered to human phase
soon.

"We have been producing
vaccines in the country for
a hundred years, Pasteur
Institute of Iran was formed
in 1920 and Razi Vaccine and

Serum Research Institute
was establishedin 1924," said
Namakionthesidelinesofthe
unveiling ceremony of vaccine
andthefirstphaseoftheclinical
trial of Iranian-made COVID-19
vaccine on 56volunteers.

"We were the first producer of
thevaccinesin Asiaand we sent
vaccines to many countriesin
theworld," headded.
"Duetoourhistoryinproducing
ofvaccines,wearetryingto offer
new vaccines with the help of
the Science and Technology
Vice-Presidency, knowledge-
based companies, the Pasteur
Institute of Iran, the RaziVaccine

and Serum Research Institute
andtheprivate sector;" Namaki
said.

Henoted, "We went through
various  platforms for
coronavirus,one of whichwas
the vaccine, the first human
phase of which was performed
today," adding, "Another
platformisalsounderway at
theRazilnstitute,anditsanimal
tests are underway and will
soonreceive ahuman testing
license."
"Wehopetoseethestartofthe
second human phase of this
national vaccine soon and
thenthethird phaseand mass

production,”thehealthminister
said.

Head of Public Relations
Departmentofthe Execution
of Imam Khomeini Order
(EIKO) said thatthe firstphase
ofthe clinical trial of Iranian-
made COVID-19vaccineon 56
volunteerswill startin Tehran
onTuesday.

The COVID-19 vaccine
produced by EIKO has
beenlicensed by the [ranian
Ministry of Healthand Medical
Education.

Senior managers of EIKO are
among the volunteers for
testingthe COVID-19vaccine.
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Decline in Hand-
Woven Carpet
Exports

Iran exported hand-
woven carpets worth
$47.91 million during
the eight monthsto Now.
20,the spokesman of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration
said.

“The carpet exports
marked a $755,000
decrease compared with
the similar period of
lastyear, which appears
reasonable given the

outbreak of coronavirus
and closure of borders,”
Rouhollah Latifi was also
quoted as sayingby IRNA.
Asperthebudgetbill ofthe
nextyear (March2021-
22),the governmentwill
allocate 155.5 billionrials
($609,803) to improve
the country’shand-woven
carpet exports through
local and international
marketing. It has also
projected the extension
offinancial supportworth
50billion-rial ($196,078)
to Iran Hand-Woven Rural
Central Union.
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What's News

Exportsto20

States Reviewed
Iran’s exports to 20
countries during the
first eight months of
the currentfiscal year
(started March 20) have
beenunder scrutinized
in a report by Tehran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture.

Total exports to these
countries decreased by
14% compared with the
corresponding period
oflastyear to stand at
$13.3billion.
According to the
statistics released by
the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration, the
sharpest decline in
non-oil exports overthe
period was registered
for Saudi Arabia,
Georgia, Lebanonand
Turkmenistan, and the
highest growth was
posted by Tajikistan,
Russiaand Azerbaijan
Republic.

Following China, the
highestshare of Iran’s
non-oil exports was
claimed by Iraq, the
UAE and Turkey among
the 20 countriesunder
review.

Worldsteel:
Iran’s Steel
Output Increases
by12.7%in11
Months

[ranian steel mills
produced a total of
26.36 million tons of
crude steel during the
first 11 months of 2020,
whichindicatea12.76%
rise compared with the
corresponding period
0f2019,thelatestreport
released by the World
Steel Association shows.
Iranranked the world’s
11th biggest crude
steel producer — one
spot lower than its
previous position —
and was placed between
Vietnam (10th) with
26.7 million tons and
Taiwan (12th) with 18.7
million tons.

Vietnam posted a 44%
growth in crude steel
output during the
period under review,
higher than other
major steel producers,
becoming the world’s
10thlargestproducer of
crude steel.

Iran and China came
next, with 12.76%
and 5.7% increase
in 11-month output
respectively, followed
by Turkey with a 4%
growth. This is while
growth was negative
fortheremaining major
steel producers.



isthe U.S. Administrationissued alicense forIran joiningthe FATF Iranian

Purchasing COVID-19 vaccine

o 0 J o
' A touseits frozen assets to purchase vaccine. Hesaid banks could be delisted 5N e
J? “aSHTA ne_eds no FATF nobody expected this to happen during the Trump bythe FATFE. R ICOVIDA
SRA Pres¥dent oflran—.Sw1ss Charr.lber of Commerce Mr.  Administration butthe world community pressures Nezam Mafi went on NAVIRL ‘ CC\JRG‘T::L
| I Sharif Nezam Mafi says Iran will face the problemfor  forced the U.S. to make such a decision. to say thatthe country INE VACCINE

purchasing of coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine out
ofthe Swisshumanitarian trade agreement (SHTA),
adding thatthe SHTA has beenlaunched for this

should worktoremove
some 18 Iranian banks
from the FATF black

He furthersaid that since the SHTA can function out
ofthe FATF system, thislicense wasissued, adding
thattwo Iranian banks observe the FATF regulations
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Beijingurges
Londontoend
interferencein
China's affairs

The Chinese embassy in
Britain on Tuesday urged
Londontostopinterfering
immediately in Beijing's
internalaffairs.
Theembassyslammed "fact-
distorting" commentsmade
by British Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab regarding
the case of 12 Hong Kong
residents charged with
illegalborder crossing, the
CGNTreported.

On August 23, the
Guangdong Coast Guard
interceptedaboatinwaters
underitsjurisdiction, on
whichwere 12 Hong Kong
Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR) residents
who were afterward
detained for unlawfully
crossingtheborder.

On Monday, Rabb issued
a statement saying that
the UK side is "deeply
concerned” that the 12
Hong Kong suspects
were "tried in secret” in
Shenzhen,and asking China
to"conducttrialsinafairand
transparentmanner.”

In response, the Chinese
embassy stressed thatthe
casewasgivenanopen trial
ofthefirstinstance atthe
People's Court of Yantian
District in Shenzhen,
GuangdongProvince.

A few deputies of the
National People's Congress
and members of the
Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference
from HKSARand Shenzhen
aswell asjournalists and
relatives of the defendants
attended the trial, said the
embassy.

Chinaupholds the rule of
lawand lawbreakers must
be broughttojustice, the
embassy stressed.
Thehandling ofthe case by
China'sjudicialinstitutions
in accordance with law
brooks no distortion,
discredit, orinterference,
theembassyadded.
Chinaurgesthe UKside to
take concrete stepstoabide
by international law and
thebasicnorms governing
international relations,
and stop interfering
immediately in HKSAR
affairs, China's internal
affairs,and China'sjudicial
sovereignty, the embassy
said.

OnMonday, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijianrespondedtothe
"irresponsible” remarks by
the USembassyonthiscase.
Zhao said China firmly
opposed the embassy's
remarksand urged the US
toimmediately stop using
HKSARissuestomeddlein
China'sdomesticaffairs.

purposeanditwillneed nojoiningthe FATF.

Speakingto ILNA news agency, Nezam Mafisaid that
the chamber predicted thatthe SHTAwould be one of
the few channels for providing COVID-19 vaccine and
the processisunderway,adding the strange thing

and for thisreason, there is no problem for such
trades through these banks.
He expressed hope that after purchasing of
COVID-19 vaccine, the country would be able to
do more purchases and by revising the decision on

Haj Qasem Soleimani and the regional
security theory

Followingisan op-ed published in the official

website of Islamic Revolution Leader about

Lt. Gen. Soleimani's role in safeguarding

regional security and foiling plots of the

Western countries.

On April 16,
2019, the
Supreme
Leader of
the Islamic
NEwWS Revolution
_EEEE said in
reference to the path
and philosophy of the
illustrious Martyr Gen.
Soleimani, “We should
notlook at Martyr Haj
Qasem Soleimaniasan
individual. Rather, we
shouldlookathimasa
school ofthought, apath
and aschooltoinstruct
us.” Inthe following Op-
Ed, the author sheds
light on this aspect
of Gen. Soleimani's
personality.
The theory “regional
security” is one of
the most important
viewpoints of Sardar
Soleimani and the
executive dimensions
of that theory should
be examined by Iranian
and regional experts.
Afterthedisintegration
of the Soviet Union,
western countries,
under the leadership
ofthe US, placed there-
engineering of West Asia
atthetop oftheiragenda
inorder to ensure the
safety of the Zionist
regime. On the basis
of that plot, regional
countries should
normally become
unsafe,beundermined,
and lose their unity.
The existence of border
disputes between
regional countries,
denominational
rivalries between Shia
and Sunni governments
and nations, tribal
prejudice such as thatof
Pan-Kurdism and Pan-
Arabism, the existence
of players such as
regional reactionaries
and the emergence of
terrorism were some of
theweakand vulnerable
points that could help
realize westerners’ goal
of causinginsecurity in
theregion.
Inorder toundermine
security in West Asia,
the multi-facet project
to create terrorist
and takfiri groups,
such as Al-Qaida and
DAESH, was carried
out with the purpose
of re-engineering
the region and the
project was pursued
with the assistance of

& =l =8 TR

Saudi Arabia and the
Zionist regime. One
of the facets of this
projectwas toreshape
geographical borders
by disintegrating
Islamic countries. In
order to do this, the
national authority
of nations needed to
havebeenundermined
and their territorial
integrity should have
been weakened. From
the viewpoint of
western theorists, the
disintegration of Iraq
and Syria and their
division into smaller
landswould have served
the Israeli interests
and therefore, they
needed to adoptcertain
measuresinthisregard.
Beinginsightful, Sardar
Soleimani developed
the regional security
theory due to his
understanding of
western politics and
with the purpose of
preventing their plot
from being fulfilled.
On the basis of this
theory, the security
of West Asian Islamic
countries influences
andis connected toone
another.In otherwords,
insecurity in Syria
wouldunderminelraq's
security and insecurity
inIragwouldjeopardize
Iraniansecurity.

In order to ensure
West Asian security
and counteract
western plots, Sardar
Soleimani developed
the Resistance model
and molded the fight
against extremism
and terrorism on the
basis of developingthe
Resistance strategy. In
fact, Hajj Qassem pre-
empted the westerners’
plans: they were trying
tocreatediscordinthe
anti-Zionist camp, but
Sardar Soleimaniunited
those countries under
the axis of Resistance.
Hajj Qassem’s miracle
was that he placed

nationalities
the
Lebanese, the Iranians,

seven
- the Syrians,

the Pakistanis, the
Afghanis andthelraqis
—under the umbrella of
Resistance.

He shaped the axis of
Resistance by benefiting
from the native
identity and culture of
every country, not by
imposing the Iranian
culture and version on
them. Hezbollah with
the Lebanese identity,
Hashd al-Sha’biwith the
Iraqi identity and the
Zaynabiyun, Fatemiun
and Haydariun
forces with their own
respective nationaland
local identities were
created and then, they
achieved growth. For
this reason, today, no
elementcan eliminate
these forces and their
power ofinfluence will
increase onadailybasis.
With his regional
security theory, Sardar
Soleimani made every
country sensitive about
ensuring their own
national security and
thatoftheirneighboring
countries. The axis of
Resistance foiled
the western plot to
change the regional
geographyandto ensure
Israel’s security. Asan
outstanding figure of
resistance and as a
symbol of fighting
against terrorism, he
stayed by the side of
Sunni Palestinians in
the 51-day war and
in the 33-day war, he
defeated the Zionist
regime alongside the
Shiaforces of Hezbollah.
While Syria was in the
depth of a crisis, he
personally rushed to
help Bashar Assad and
while Baghdad was on
the brink of downfall,
he passed through
the DAESH forces and
arrived in Baghdad and
led the anti-terrorist
operation until he

achieved the desired
results.

With the help of
altruistic and self-
sacrificing forces of
Resistance, Sardar
Soleimani defended
the national authority
and territorial integrity
of regional countries
and rekindled hopein
the hearts of regional
nations by tightening
his grip on the Zionist
regime and its western
and Arab supporters,
thus being described
as “The hero of the
Islamic Ummah” by
the Supreme Leader of
the Islamic Revolution.
Today too, the unity and
solidarity ofanti-Zionist
countries in West Asia
and the transition from
the axis of Resistance
to the allied forces of
Resistance will help
ensure security and
increase the power of
regional countries.

On the anniversary
of the cowardly
assassination of Sardar
Soleimani and Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis
and on the occasion
of their martyrdom,
everyone should think
about the formation
ofapowerful regional
alliance againstthe US
and the Zionistregime
and the establishment
of collective security for
West Asian countries.
Sardar Soleimani’s
ultimate goal was to
expel American forces
fromtheregion and this
goal will be realized
sooner or later. “The
hard retaliation”, as
highlighted in Supreme
Leader’s statements,
means the withdrawal
of American forces
from the region and
theliberation of Quds.
Thisisnotanunrealistic
goaland by achievingit,
the path to the creation
of the new Islamic
civilization willbecome
smooth.

listbecause even the U.S.
under Joe Biden returns to
the JCPOA, the FATF woe will
stillremain and thisis the woe thatwe ourselves have
createdit.
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Iranian Administration
Begins to Implement
Sanctions Legislation

Iranian First Vice President Eshaq Jahangiri
communicated to relevant institutions the
executive bylaws onalegislation recently passed
by the parliamentwhichrequiresthe government
to take action to have sanctionslifted and protect
thenationalinterests.
Thelegislationis alsoaimed at ensuring the full
implementation of the 2015 [ran nuclear deal,
officially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA).
The bylaw had been ratified by the cabinet on
December 20 at the suggestion of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran (AEOI), the Budgetand Planning Organization
and the Legal Departmentofthe Presidential Office
inline with theimplementation ofthelegislation.
Under the bylaw, the AEOI will prepare a
comprehensivereporton the status quo as well
ason casesin which 20%-enriched uranium is
needed,and presentthereporttothe government
within two months of the date the legislation
became binding inlaw, the government’s official
websitereported.
After the necessary funds and technical
requirements have been provided, the AEOI will
take the necessary measures to enrich uranium for
peaceful purposesinsuchawaythatatleast 120 kg
ofthe materialis stockpiled inayear’s time.

Furthermore, in order to create the capacity to
produce 500 kg of low-enriched uranium, the
AEOIwill, after the necessary funds have been
appropriated, install and putinto service one
thousand [R-2M and as many IR-6 centrifugesin
three months’and one year’s timerespectively.
Moreover, the Atomic Energy Organization of [ran
will complete work to putinto service the metal
uranium production factory in the central city of
Isfahan, sothatthe facilitywillbe operational at the
end ofthe setperiod oftime.

The AEOlisalso duty-bound to presentto the
governmentseparate reports on the measures
already adopted and measures whichremaintobe
taken aswellasonitemsand financesrequired to
putinto service and retrofit the Khandab reactor.
The organizationisalso obliged to presentthe
relevanttimetable tothe governmenttobesentto
parliamentaccordingly.

Also, relevantgovernmentbodies, including the
ministries of oil, foreign affairs, economic affairs
and finance, and industry, mines and trade, as
wellasthe AEO], the Central Bankand the Legal

Department of the Presidential Office, with the
coordination of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
are obliged to presentrelevantreports on the
fulfilment of commitments by signatories to
the JCPOA and measuresadopted to remove the
relevantobstacles.

The above-said reports will be collected by the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and handed over to
the government, which will make the appropriate
decisionaccordingly in the remaining time based
onthereportsithasreceivedinaccordance with
the directives of the Supreme National Security
Council, the objectives of the legislation and
nationalinterests.

Moreover, the ministries of defense, justice, oil,
foreign affairs, economic affairs and finance,
industry, mines and trade, along with the AEOI,
the Central Bankand the Legal Department ofthe
Presidential Office will report to the government
on the JCPOA parties’ compliance with their
commitments to effectively lift sanctions and make
itpossible for Iran to enjoy itsrights and reap the
economicand political benefits of the JCPOA.
Thereports will be handed over within specified
timeframes after the legislation onlifting sanctions
goesinto effect, so thatthe governmentwill make
decisionsaccordingly.

The Budget and Planning Organization will
earmark the necessary funds for the enforcement
ofthelegislationinannual budgetbills.
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First Volunteer Injected in Iran COVID-19 Vaccine Trial

The firsthuman trialin Iran ofahomegrown coronavirus vaccine began in Tehran on Tuesday.
The first phase ofhuman trial of the coronavirus vaccine developed by Iranian scientists began.
Twovolunteerswereinjected, the first of scores of people recruited for the study.The first person
whoreceived the jab was alady, the daughter of chairman of the Headquarters for Executing the
Order of Imam Khomeini, the institution thathas produced the Iranian vaccine.The volunteers
injected with the homegrown vaccine areaccommodated ata hotel in Tehran.The eventon the
beginning ofthe human trial was attended by the health minister and the vice president for science

20000 Rials

and technology.Mohammad Mokhber, whose daughter received the firstinjection,hadannounced

earlierthatsome 60,000 [ranian citizens have volunteered to participate in the human tests despite
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-100year history of
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ama Mohsen Rezaeisaid that
timing oftheresponse to
ope the assassination of Lt.
Iran l:Ehabllltat?S.z Gen.Soleimanidepends
WellsmSalman,]omt on Iran’s planning.In

oilfield

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

an interview with Al-
o Manar TV Channel on
Monday, Mohsen Rezaei
said that in response
to the assassination

05:38:42 and martyrdom of
Noon callto prayer: General  Soleimani,
12:06:04 Iran dealt a fatal and

courageous blowtothe

Evening call to prayer:

17:26:24

WEATHER

High:9°c
Low:-3°c

USbase of Ain al-Asad,
althoughIrancould have
punished the United
States more.Referring
to the assassination of
Iranian nuclearscientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, he
highlighted thata new
war hasbegunbetween
Irananditsenemiesand
thiswar continues.

apropaganda campaignlaunched by hostile and anti-Revolution media outlets, noting that only
56individuals from differentraces and age groups are required for the trial.
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Haj Qasem Soleimani and the regional

Reviewing FATF bills indicates green light for
diplomacy

Iran gave green light for diplomacy by reviewing bills about

Financial Action Task Force (FATF), Iranian lawmaker said on

Tuesday.

Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh, former
chairman of Majlis (Parliament) National
Security and Foreign Policy Commission,
made the remarksin aninterview with
IRNA.

If Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khameneiaccepted
President Hassan Rouhani's demand for
areview of FATF bills at the Expediency
Council,itdoesnot mean approval of the
bills and the related conventions, the
parliamentarian said.

The Expediency Councilin Iranis charged
with deciding aboutdispute between the
Parliamentand the Guardian Council to
see into legislation made by Majlis for
confirmation by the Guardian Council.
And, the Guardian Councilisan important
bodyinIran, one of whose key duties is
to interpret the Islamic Republic’s
Constitution.

Falahatpisheh called on the Expediency
Council notto delay Iranian accession to
the FATF related conventions if there is
possibility tojoin the international financial
body.Despite hesitation already emerged
onjoining FATF in the past, the current
situation warranted Iran to review the
bills and conventions which have already
deemed controversial, the lawmakernoted.
In January 2019, Falahatpisheh stated
that Expediency Council will issue its
final decision on country's accession to
Combating the Financing of Terrorism
(CFT) and Palermo Conventionin maximum
30days.

Ifrevision had continued atthattime, FATF
would notblacklistIran now, Falahatpisheh
said.

The CFT billis one of the four Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) bills which

seek reform in the money-laundering
rule, changeinthe fundingterrorismlaw,
Iran's joining the CFT and the Palermo
Convention.

The United Nations Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime, adopted
by General Assemblyresolution55/250f15
November 2000, isthe maininternational
instrumentin thefightagainsttransnational
organized crime. [topened for signature
by Member States ata High-level Political
Conference convened for that purposein
Palermo,Italy,on 12-15December2000and
entered into force on 29 September 2003.
Asthelawmaker stressed, FATF and the
JointComprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
aretwointerrelatedissues.
Iran'sjoiningthe conventions will notlet
the opponents and enemies to prevent
Iran from making use of the situation
after removal of sanctions, Falahatpisheh
underlined.

Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
introducesitselfasaninter-governmental
body established in 1989 by the Ministers
ofits Memberjurisdictions. The objectives
of the FATF are to set standards and
promote effective implementation oflegal,
regulatory and operational measures for
combating money laundering, terrorist
financingand otherrelated threatsto the
integrity of the international financial
system. The FATF is therefore a “policy-
making body” which works to generate
the necessary political will to bring about
nationallegislative and regulatory reforms
intheseareas.

The four FATF billsinclude reformin the
money-laundering rule, change in the
funding terrorismlaw, thejoining of Iran
to Terrorist Financing Convention and
thejoining of the country to the Palermo
Convention.

Majlis approved the firsttwo billsand sent
themto the Guardian Council after changes
ininternallaws ofthe country, butthe two
otherswere shelved for monthsas ofJune
10.
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Can Vitamin D Prevent COVID19-2

Key Takeaways
eVitamin D isimportant for maintaining a strongimmune

system.

ePreliminary studies suggestapossiblelink between vitamin D

deficiencyand COVID19- mortality rates.

eRisk factors for vitamin D deficiency are also risk factors for
COVID19-infection.

eMoreresearchisneeded to draw medical conclusionsaboutthe
relationship betweenvitamin Dand COVID19-.

WhatlsVitaminD?

Vitamin D is a fat-soluble vitamin found
in some foods that you consume. For
example, fatty fish such as salmon, tuna, and
mackerel are good sources of vitamin D.1
The fact that this nutrientis fat-soluble
means thatyouneed to consume fat to
absorbit. The vitamin is dissolved in fats
oroilsand canbestoredinthebody's fatty
tissue.

One ofthe primary ways we absorb vitamin
Disthrough sun exposure. The UVBrays
triggeraresponseinyour cells to produce
vitamin D for your body to use. Ifyou are
light-skinned youshould aim to getatleast
15 minutes of direct sunlight, butifyouhave
darkskinyou'll wantto geta couple ofhours
ofexposure foradequate absorption.
WhatDoesVitaminD Do?

Vitamin D plays severalimportantrolesin
thebody.Ithelpsthebodytoabsorb calcium
to maintain good bone health, helps to
modulate cell growth, and helps transmit
messages between nervesand muscles.
Vitamin is also important for proper
immune health. The vitamin helpstoreduce
inflammationin the body by fighting off
bacteriaandviruses.2 Forthisreason,some
people pay attention to their vitamin D
levelswhen trying to fight offillness.
According toresearchers, low vitamin
D levels are associated with certain
non-communicable diseases and with
increased susceptibility to infectious
disease, particularly upperrespiratory
tractinfections.3

: m@ 1 i
VitaminD and COVID-19
Several preliminary studies have suggested
thatthere maybe arelationship between
vitamin D levels in different populations
and COVID-19infection and mortality rates.
Infact, researchers note thatrisk factors
for vitamin D deficiency (male gender,
advanced age, pre-existing chronic
conditions) are also risk factors for
COVID-19.

Other medical sources are suggesting that
vitamin D may play aroleinthe treatment
orprevention of COVID-19.7 Butmoststudy
authorsnote thatresearchisinits early
stagesand call for ongoinginvestigations.
Howto Maintain Proper Vitamin D Levels
Vitamin D recommendations vary by age.
Adultsundertheage of 70 areadvised to get
15mcg (or 600 1U) of vitamin D per day. If
youare 71yearsofageorolder,20 mcg (or
8001U)isrecommended.

VitaminD Testing

Ablood testcantell youif your vitamin D
levelsare sufficient.9

Signsof Deficiency

You may experience symptoms if you
are deficientin vitamin D. Dr. Culver says
that symptoms may include fatigue and
achiness. The Cleveland Clinicalso notes
that muscle weakness, muscle aches, or
muscle cramps and mood changes, like
depression, can be symptoms of vitamin D
deficiency.11

How to GetMore Vitamin D

Thereare differentwaysto maintain proper
vitamin D levelsin the body.

Consume Vitamin D Rich Foods

Sun Exposure

Vitamin D Supplements
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