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EC Confirms Leader's
Approval to Review 2
Remaining FATT Bills

The Expediency Council, the top legislation
vetting body, in a statement confirmed that the
Leader ofIslamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khameneihasapproved a governmentrequest
to extend the deadline for discussions on the
two remainingbills mandated by the global anti-
money laundering body Financial Action Task
Force.

Inthe statementthe EC publicrelations office put
anend toambiguities over the keyissue thatwere
made publiclastweekbutwas denied by some EC
members.

The ECsaid the Leader had partially approved
the governmentrequestthatalso called onthe EC
members to vote in favor of the remaining FATF
bills.

"Inresponse totworequests, the Leader merely
agreed to extend the deadline for reviewing the
issue", the statementseen on the ECwebsite said.
LastFebruary the global anti-moneylaundering
watchdog lifted the suspension of counter-
measures on Iran and called on its members
and alljurisdictions to apply effective counter-
measures againstthe country.

Inrecent weeks, the government has strived
to have the remaining bills endorsed by the
EC, spurred by cautious optimism that the US
economicsiege may end with change in the White
House. US president-elect]oe Biden has pledged
toreturnto the historicnuclear dealabandoned by
thebelligerentDonald Trumpin May 2018.
Senior governmentofficials have often argued that
efforts to ease sanctions would be futile unless
tough financial barriersimposed asaresultofan
FATF blacklistare removed.

The Governor of Central Bank of Iran Abdolnasser
Hemmatisaid Friday absence of an unambiguous
decision with the regard to the remaining
bills could pose a serious challenge to Iran's
international bankingties evenifthe economic
sanctionsarelifted.

"We should note that even in the absence of
sanctions the unclear fate of the FAFT bills is
anobstacle to the banking sectorand its ties to
international banking," Hemmati wrote on his
Instagramaccounton Friday.

Abdolreza Faraji Rad, aformer diplomat, echoed
the same view, saying that the government
decision to once againreview the FATF bills is
asignthat "new conditions have emerged and
hopes forimproving financial relations with the
world haveincreased.”

FATF has asked Iranto pass fourbillsas partofthe
“Action Plan” to getoutofits blacklist. Lastyear the
Rouhaniadministration was able toapprove and
enactamendments to counter-terroristfinancing
and anti-moneylaunderingrules.

Butthe governmentfailed to getapproval from
the mainlegislative body for the two remaining
bills, namely Palermo (convention against
transnational organized crime) and terrorist
financing conventions (CFT), despite the fact that
the keybills were passed by the government and
parliament.

The tworemainingbillswere notapproved by the
Guardian Council -awatchdogthatensureslaws
areinline with the Islamic Republic Constitution
and Sharia - and were sent to the EC for a final
decision. ECisaconstitutional arbiter between
the Majlis and the Guardian Council.
Atitslatestplenary sessionin October the FATF
said Iranalong with North Korearemains on the
FATF’slistof “high-riskjurisdictions”.
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Vacancy Tax Becomes Law

The Guardians Council-awatchdogthatensureslaws

areinline with the Iranian Constitution and Islamic

law—has approved the parliament’sbill on revisions

toArticle 54 of Direct Tax Code, i.e., vacancy tax.

Abbasalidi

:—3244;31

Kadkhodaei, the

ISH‘HAN council spokesman,
N E W s tweeted that the
NEWS parliament’srevised

_ B proposalontaxing

empty homes was
notfoundtobeinviolation
ofIslamiclawandtheIranian
ConstitutioninaWednesday
meeting.
The Iranian Parliament
approved the proposal on
August5,based on which
empty homes in cities
with a population of over
100,000 will be taxed after
fourmonthsbased on their
assessedrentalincome tax
onamonthlybasis.
The owners of these
properties will have to pay
six times more than the
rentalincome taxinthefirst
year, 12 times more than
therentalincometaxinthe
secondyearand 18 times
morethantherentalincome
taxinthethird yearandthe
followingyears.
The final approval came
after the council returned
the vacancy tax bill to the
Majlis on August 12, citing
"ambiguities"and called for
amendments.
The governmentestimates
7,070billion rials ($27.19
million) inrevenues from
thetaxation ofluxuryhomes
asperthebudgetbill forthe
nextfiscalyear (March2021-
22).
It has also projected an
income of 2,000 billion
rials ($7.69 million) from

vacancy tax (tax on empty
homes), MehrNewsAgency
reported.

Notably, the government
hadincludedincome from
taxation of luxury homes
and carsinthe Budget Law
forthecurrentyear (started
March 20), but nearly
nine monthsinto the year,
the so-called executive
bylaw of which (the decree
stating measures for the
enforcementofalaw) has

yettobedrafted.
Vice  President for
Parliamentary  Affairs

Hosseinali Amirirecently
submitted thebudgetbill for
thenexton Wednesday.

In the next fiscal year (to
start March 21, 2021),
the operating budget
(includingrevenuesderived
mainly from taxation and
exportsatthe disposal of
the government) hasbeen
projectedtostandat8,413
trillionrials ($33.65billion
at the market exchange
rateof250,000rials per US
dollar).

Add to this, revenues
earmarked for ministries
and governmental
institutions worth 884

Pas VAN

trillionrials ($3.53 billion)
take the total sum of the
general budget to 9,298
trillionrials ($37.19billion).
The budget of state
companies, banks and for-
profit organizations has
beenputat15,619trillion
rials ($62.47billion).
Allinall, the ceilingsetforthe
government’s total budget
is at 24,357 trillion rials
($97.42billion).
Accordingto the Housing
Comprehensive Plan (March
2017-27) drafted by the
MinistryofRoadsand Urban
Development, the Iranian
population will reach 88.2
millionintheyearending
March 2027. Projections
show that by then, 68.2
million would be living in
urbanareasand 20 million
inruralareas. The number
ofhouseholds will hit 28.7
million, of whom 22.1
million will inhabit cities
and 6.15millionwillbeliving

invillages.
Newly-formed families
willneed 4,076,000 homes

over 10yearstoMarch2027
(including 3,997,000 urban
householdsand 79,000 rural
households). The country

will be shortof 1,370,000
homes (including 673,000
unitsincitiesand 697,000in
villages).Atotal of5,313,000
homes,including 3,003,000
inthecitiesand 2,310,000in
villageshave toberepaired
orrebuiltbythen.

From the Iranian year
ending March 2007 to the
year ending March 2017,
closeto590,000residential
units were produced and
supplied tothemarket. The
highestandlowestnumber
ofhomes constructed over
theseyearswereregistered
fortheyear ending March
2013 with820,000andthe
year ending March 2017
with390,000, respectively.
About 2.5millionhomesin
the countryare empty. The
optimalratioof vacanthouse
is 5% in urban areas and
2.5%inruralareaswhereas
itis 10.3% inIran’s urban
areas and 8.5% in rural
areas.

The Housing
Comprehensive Plan
estimates the number of
vacanthomestodecline to
1.4 million (1.1 millionin
urbanareasand300,000in
ruralareas.)

200% Risein
Home Prices
Over Five Years

Home prices have registered
a200% growth over the past
fiveyears,said Parvaneh Aslani,
director general of Housing

Roadsand Urban Development,
addingthatsuchaconsiderable
riseinpriceshasbeenregistered
for other consumer goodsand
assetsaswell.

The reference for measuring
home prices is what actually
happens in the real-estate
marketand dealsthatarebeing

registered in the Tenement
Management Information
System (the so-called Tracking
Code System) operated by the
ministry. Extreme values are
omitted and theaverage priceis
beingcalculated.

“So far, only prices of homes
in Tehran were regarded as

Economy Office ofthe Ministry of

reference for calculating the
value of housing deals butin
thenewreportsofthe ministry,
statisticsofhomedealsin District
One and District Three were
removed.Asaresult,homeprices
decreased by 100 millionrials
[$385],” Aslaniwas quoted as
sayingbyIRNA.
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Indonesiawilling
todeveloptrade

ties with Kerman
province, Indonesian

envoy
Indonesian Ambassador to

Iran Ronny Prasetyo Yuliantoro
said thatIndonesiais willing to

develop trade and economic
cooperation with Iranian

province of Kerman.
Speakingin the online meeting

of Kerman-Indonesia joint
commission of economic

cooperation, Yuliantoro
said MoUs earlier signed on

economiccooperationbetween
Kerman provincial officialsand
Indonesian business activists,
but, afterimposition of sanctions
againstIran, relations were not
materialized.

Indonesia needs pistachio
importswhichshouldbesupplied
by Kerman businessmen, he
added.
Meanwhile, Iranian Ambassador
toIndonesiaMohammad Azad
said volume of Iran-Indonesia
trade was about $2b before
US withdrawal from Iran
nuclear dealknown astheJoint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) and it reduced and
amountedtoover$1bin2020.
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Iran carpet
exportsreach

$47bin8
months
Spokesperson
to Iran Customs
Administration
(IRICA) Ruhollah
Latifi says Iran has
exported  hand-
woven carpetworth
$47.9m in the past
eight months
which shows only
an $800m decline
comparing to the
same period last
year.
Latifiinaninterview
said that exports of
Gabbe (avariety of
Persian carpet) and
hand-woven carpets
with soft hair and
wool stoodat $2.7m
in the first eight
months while the
figure was around
$4.1mlastyear.

He went on to say
thatexports of other
types ofhand-woven
carpetswerealsoas
much aslastyear’s
figure.Latifi noted
thatthe total value
of  hand-woven
carpets exported by
the country in the
first eight months
lastyear wasaround
$48.6m while the
figure declined to
almost $755m and
hit $47.9m in the

same period.
He Dblamed the
outbreak of

COVID-19 and the
closure of borders
for the decline,
adding that the
decline seems to be
logical.He refuted
some claims that
Iran’s carpetexports
have slumped
significantly, saying
that carpet is a
commodity whichis
sold gradually and
repatriation of the
earned forex from
the exports to the
country takesalong
procedure and for
this reason, some
assumptions have
been raised over
the considerable
decline of Iran
carpet exports
but the IRICA’s
statistics show no
significant change
in carpetexports.In
order to boost the
carpet exports for
earning more forex
for the country, the
government in its
nextyearbudgethas
allocated a budget
around 15.5b
tomans.
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100,000
Yemeniinfants
dieeveryyear
duetosiege,

war

Yemen'’s deputy health
minister says about
100,000infantsdieinthe
war-torn country every
year dueto the siege and
warimposed by the Saudi-
led coalition.

Najeeb Al-Qubati told
the Arabic-language
Almasirah TV that the
Saudi coalitionhasbeen
blocking the import of
medical equipmentand
medicineinto the country
forsixyearsand Sanaais
unabletohirenewmedical
staffdue to the siege and
thewar.
Thishasbroughtabouta
catastrophicsituationin
Yemen, he said, adding,
“100,000 newborns die
everyyearinthe country;
thatmeanssixinfantslose
their lives in every two
minutes.”

Al-Qubati stressed that
the siege targets Yemeni
children from the very
embryonicperiodandthat
malnutritionisontherise
amongpregnantmothers.
The Yemenideputyhealth
minister called the closure
of Sanaa International
Airportdangerous forthe
needyinthe countryand
urged the United Nations
toprovide flightsthrough
thisairporttosavethelives
of Yemenipatients.

Saudi Arabia and a
number of its regional
allies launched their
devastatingwaron Yemen
inMarch2015inorderto
bring ousted president,
AbdRabbuhMansurHadi,
backtopowerand crush
the Houthi Ansarullah
movement.

The US-based Armed
Conflict Location and
Event Data Project
(ACLED), a nonprofit
conflict-research
organization, estimates
thatthe war has claimed
morethan 100,000 lives
overthepastfiveyears.
Riyadhanditsallieshave
widelybeen criticized for
thehigh civilian death toll
asaresultoftheirbombing
campaigninYemen.
Yemen’s Foreign Ministry,
citingfigures compiled by
the United Nations, said
in November thatthere
are about 12.2 million
childrenin Yemenindire
need ofhumanitarianaid,
more than five million
children under the age
of five who suffer from
malnutrition,about1.71
milliondisplaced children,
and morethantwomillion
childrenoutofschool.

Supreme Leader: Nurses among most

respected stratain society

Supreme Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei celebrated the birthday of Hazrat Zeinab, daughter
ofImam Ali (AS), the firstImam of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
Infallible Household which coincides with Nurses National
Dayinlran.Iran’s He congratulated the National Nurses

Day which coincides with the birth anniversary of one of
the mostreveredladies for Shia Muslims Hadrat Zeinab
(SA) and said offered his sympathy to the families of those
nurses who sacrificed theirlives to serve people.

The Supreme Leaderlikened nurses to angels who come to
help patientsand, highlightingthe importance oftheir work.

Iran celebrates birthday anniversary of Hazrat-e Zeinab
(SA)- daughter of first Imam Ali (AS), the first Imam of
Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) Infallible Household as
National Nurse Day.

The day is on the 5th of the Islamic month of Jamadi al-
Awwal, which falls on December 20 this year.

Accordingto Islamichistory, Lady Zeinab- messenger of
Karbala-isasymbol of braveness as she well took care ofher
family after the martyrdom ofher brother, Imam Hussein
(AS),inKarbala.

The pictures and details of the event will be published soon.
Earlier, the Deputy Health Minister for Nursing Maryam
Hazratisaid that 80,856 nurses, equal to 65 percent of the
nursesinthe publicsection, arein the front-line oflooking

Iran, Pakistan have strategic approach to

Consul General of the Islamic RepublicofIran

in Pakistan’s south western city of Quetta

terming the inauguration of the Rimdan-

Gabd cross-border gateway "a historicstep”

said on Sunday thatIran and Pakistan havea

common strategic approach to strengthen

bilateral relations.

Has s an
Darvishvand said
in an exclusive
interview with
IRNAinIslamabad
December
on which
the second official border

after coronavirus patients.

She said that the nurses who
had a record of physical
problems, had children, or
had weakimmune systems
wereincludedinthe program
tofightcoronavirus.

She added that according to
research, tirednessand sadnessis
clearly seeninthe nurse community
and that’s because close contacts with

coronavirus patients,and notdue to being away from their
families for alongtime, hardships ofthejob, or fear of the
virus.

NEWS

Donald Trump accused of

betraying US national security
US Chairman ofthe House Intelligence Committee
Adam Schiffaccused Donald Trump of betraying
national security.

InatweetSaturday, Adam Schiff wrote, "Another
day, another scandalous betrayal of our national
security by this president.”

"Another dishonest tweet that sounds like it
could have been written in the Kremlin. Another
obsequious display towards Putin," headded.
"And yetanotherreason that Trump can’tleave
office fastenough," he noted.

Histweetcameas US President Donald Trump in
atweetwrote, "The Cyber Hackis far greater in
the Fake News Media thaninactuality. have been
fully briefed and everythingis well under control.
Russia, Russia, Russiais the priority chantwhen
anything happensbecause Lamestream is, for

crossing was opened, is
a memorable day in the
historicalrelations between
thetwofriendlyandbrotherly
countries, the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the
IslamicRepublicofPakistan.
Henoted Iran was the first
country to recognize the
Pakistanin 1947 and setup
itsembassyin Karachi.Also,
thehistorical developments
of Pakistanand thedifficulties
and misfortunes that have
befallen this country,suchas
catastrophicwarsand natural
disasters which have caused
greatsufferingtothe people
of Pakistan, Iran has always
stood by the Pakistanis.
“Similarly, Pakistan hasalso
supported Iran and was
one ofthe first countries to
congratulate Imam Khomeini
onthevictory ofthe Islamic
RevolutionofIran,” hesaid.
Headded the Iranian people
willnever forgetthe support

ofthe Pakistani government
and peopleinthe eight-year
[raqi-imposed war on Iran.
The Counsel General
expressing his views said
thatIranand Pakistanhavea
commonborderofmorethan
900kilometers.

He added: Both countries
together haveapopulation
of overthreehundred million
people which has created
avery large market in the
region.

Hassan Darvishvand noted
that economies of the two
countrieshavenotbeenable
to take full advantage of the
potentialavailableinbilateral
trade.

He said that according to
official statisticsfromrelevant
sources in Iran, the total
officialtradebetweenthetwo
countrieshasnever crossed
the $1.5 billion markin the
bestof circumstances, while

Pakistani official sources put
the figure ata much lower
figure of $500 million.

He added: Regardless of
the significant difference
betweenthe official statistics
of trade between the two
countries, which should
be examined instead, this
volume of trade is in no
way in line with existing
capabilitiesand cannotsatisfy
the governments of the two
countries.

The Iranian Consul General
said: "Although the two
countries have set trade
atfive billion dollars many
yearsago,butthe factis that
inrecentyearstherehasbeen
nosignificantchangein the
tradevolumeanditremained
attraditionallevels."
Headdedtherealimportance
of the new border and
customs between the two
neighboring countries is

understood when we pay
attentionto the geographical
location ofthe Rimdan-Gabd
region.

Headded: "Inrecentyears,
Iran and Pakistan have paid
special attention to their
shoresinthe Persian Gulfand
theSeaofOman."
Construction of the two
internationa 1 ports of
ChabaharinIranand Gwadar
in Pakistanisaclearreason
for thisnew view of the two
countries.

The Consul General of [ran
in Quetta said incumbent
Pakistani government has
shown its goodwill for the
past two years to develop
economicand traderelations
with Iran.He added: "The
openingofthenew Rimdan-
Gabd customsaftertenyears
ofupsanddownsisindication
ofthestrategicapproachand
shouldnotbestoppedhere."

Some 60% of
French People
Unhappy

with Macron:

Survey

Nearly 60% of people
in France are dissatisfied
with President Emmanuel
Macron and Prime Minister
Jean Castex, accordingto the

latestonline survey.
Conducted by the French
Institute of Public Opinion
(IFOP), a total of 1,936
peopleaged 18 and above
participated inthe survey.
Accordingtothe survey, 60%
of people said they were
notsatisfied with Macron,
who is in quarantine due
to coronavirus. As many
as 59% said they were
dissatisfied with Prime
Minister Castex, Anadolu

Agencyreported.

On Thursday, the French
president’s office said that
Macron tested positive for
thenovel coronavirus.

The Elysee Palace
announcedthe development
in a statement, saying the
presidenttookarapid PCR
test, after experiencing mild
COVID-19 symptoms.

The survey also showed
that Macron's popularity
droppedbythree percentage

pointsto 38% in December.
The popularity of the prime
minister felltwo percentage
pointsto 37%.

Another survey conducted
in Novemberalso showed
thatsevenoutof10 French
people in the country did
not trust the Macron
administrationin combating
the pandemic. The survey
alsofoundthe government's
measures to combat the
epidemic "inconsistent".

mostly financial reasons, petrified of ..."
"...discussing the possibility thatitmay be China
(itmay!). There could also have been a hit on our
ridiculous voting machines during the election,
whichisnow obvious thatl won big, makingitan
evenmore corrupted embarrassment forthe USA,"
headded.

Iran’s UN Envoy Deplores
Inefficiency of INSTEX

Iran’s ambassador to the United Nations said
INSTEX -a payment channel that the three EU
signatoriestothe JCPOA have set up to maintain
trade with Tehran- has proved ineffective in the
pasttwoyears.

Majid Takht Ravanchi on Saturday decried
inefficiency of INSTEX in reaction to the
UN secretary-general’s 10th report on the
implementation of the Security Council Resolution
2231,whichendorsed the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA).

“The system must prove its efficiency after
twoyears,” he said, highlighting the European
countries’ promise to guarantee thatIran willreap
the economicdividends ofthe JCPOA ifitremains
init.

The Iranian envoy also said Iran’s reduction ofits
nuclear commitments was aresultofthe other
parties’violation ofthe deal and was within Iran’s
rightsunderthe JCPOA, Press TVreported.

His remarks came after UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres underlined the need for
preservingthe 2015landmarknucleardeal, urging
the world countries to engage in trade ties with
Tehranbased on Security Council Resolution 2231
thatendorsed theagreement.

He hailed the nuclear deal as atestament to the
effectiveness of multilateralism, diplomacy and
dialogue, saying the agreementis the bestway to
ensure acomprehensive,long-term and proper
solutiontoIran'snuclearissueandtohelp promote
regional and international peace and security.

70yearsofIndonesia-Iran
diplomaticties commemorated

The 70yearsofdiplomaticrelationsbetween Islamic Republic of
Iranand Indonesiawas commemorated.

Theyear of 2020 marksthe 70years ofIndonesia-Irandiplomatic
relations. The two countrieshave been developing cooperation
inmany areasincluding those in progress even to-date. Both
countries are now making the best out of these potentials /
opportunitieswhile adjustingtothe mostupdated global situation
mostnotablythe current COVID-19 pandemic.

The bilateral relations began in July 1950 when the then
Indonesian envoywasreceived by the highestIranianauthority
tocommencediplomaticdutiesin Tehran, Iran. Thisoccasionthen
was followed by various cooperation between the two countries,
includingmutual workingvisitsbyboth sides, to-date.
Indonesiaand Iranalwayshave good political bilateralrelations,
asastrong foundation for cooperationin other sectors. The
good political relations developed atbilateral, regional and
internationallevel, marked outstandingly by the visitof President

Hassan RouhanitoJakartain 2015 followed by President]oko
Widodo’s visitto Tehranin the following year. These mutual
Headsof State/Governmentvisitsled to concretizinganumber of
cooperationinlinewithboth countries’commoninterests.
Indonesia puts the national welfare through economic/trade
activities and hence the diplomacy is prioritized mainly on
trade and economy. Bearing thatin mind, there are potentials/
opportunities open fortrade/economicforboth countriesand it
shouldbeaddressed sothattrade volumewillimprove. Tofurther
improve the above-mentioned condition while adjustingto the
pandemic, cooperationinhealth sectors have become among
the mainpriorities. Presidentof both countrieshad conducted a
telephone conversationin April 2020 forafurther collaboration
includingthe handling of COVID-19 pandemic, which thenwas
followed-up by meetings by relevant/technical authorities.
Indonesiais alwaysready to develop cooperationin battling
COVID-19withany party,includingIran.

Indonesiaand Iran are now still working on further promotion
oftrade, investmentand otherrelated sectors. Both countries
arenowidentifyinganumber of economicpotentialsincluding
trade tariffs, investment, other prospectsand mutual product

knowledge

promotions to identify and

harmonize the potentialsin respective market. Despite the

challenges,anumber of Iran commodities thatare still in high

demandincludingsteel,dates, pistachioand others. The Omnibus

Lawon]ob Creation,was passedrecentlyin November 2020. The

lawisaimedatsimplifyingmore than 70 overlappingregulations,

aimedatrelaxingIndonesia’scomplexweb ofbusiness, labor,and

environmentallawsinanattempttoattractforeigninvestment,
createjobsandboosttheeconomy.



Iranseeking toregister Yalda Nighton UNESCO's list: F'M

Spox

[ranisseekingtoregisterthe ancientfestivity of “Yalda Night” on UNESCO's
listof Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity, Iranian Foreign Ministry
Spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh said on Saturday.He made the remarksina
Webinarentitled “Yalda; Regional Solidarity”, noting thatIran willapply to the
United Nations Educational, Scientificand Cultural Organization (UNESCO) next
year toregister Yalda Nightinitslist of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

20000 Rials

Touchingon the significance of the event, he pointed out that Yalda has played abig partin convergence
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Iran’s UN NEWS
Envoy Deplores T
Inefficiency of -
USmustleave
INSTEX .
€) region: Iran FM
Zarif
EC Confirms A
Iranian Foreign Minister,
' )
Leader SAppl'OV&ll Mohammad Javad Zarif
to Review 2 reiterated the necessity
o o fUS’ withdrawal from
RemainingFATF _ °
. a theregion.
Bills In an interview with
Iran carp ot exp orts Afg.har}lstan sToloNews
. whichissettorelease on
reach478bin8 Monday, Zarifreiterated
months o Iran's emphasis on the

US withdrawal from
the region after the
assassination of Martyr

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:35:02 Soleimani.
“Iranhasalways said that
n callto prayer : Y
NO.O .ca fppraye the US should leave the
12:01:38 region,”headded.
Evening call to prayer: About the Taliban, Zarif
17:21:02 notedthatlranhasnotyet

removed the Taliban from
theterroristgroup.

Iranian Foreign Minister
alsotalked of Afghanistan-
Iran relations, Iran's
relations with the Taliban,

WEATHER

the situation of Afghan
High:8°¢ refugeesinlran,and the
Low:-5% Liwa Fatemiyoun.

and peace amongthe people ofthe region.“Shab-e Yalda” or “Shab-e Chelleh” has been the night of the
victory oflight over darkness and asymbol of equalityamongIranians, Khatibzadeh underlined.

Supreme Leader: Nurses among most
respected stratain society

UK Says EUMust Make 'Substantial Shift' to

Save BrexitTrade Deal Talks

The European Union must make a "substantial shift" if Brexit

trade talks are to be saved, Britain warned in the final days of

negotiations between the two sides ahead of the transition

period ending on December31.

Talks are continuing in Brussels this
weekend but UK sources say it is
increasingly likely thatan agreementwill
notbereachedintime.
AUKgovernmentsourcesaid: "Weneed to
getanydealrightand based onterms which
respect what the British people voted for,
Sky Newsreported.

"Unfortunately, the EU are still struggling
to getthe flexibility needed from member
states and are continuing to make
demands thatareincompatible with our
independence.

"We cannotacceptadeal thatdoesn'tleave
usin control of our ownlaws or waters.
"We're continuingto try every possible path
toanagreement, butwithoutasubstantial
shift from the commission we will be
leaving on World Trade Organization terms
on31December."

The European Parliamenthas said there

mustbeadeal by Sunday eveningto allow
time forittoberatified before the end ofthe
transition period.

The pessimism was shared by Ireland's
foreign minister Simon Coveney, who told
The Sunday Times: "I don'tsee this being
agreed easilyinthenext24hours.

"We may see astandoffoverfish."
Fishingrightsis one of the mainissues
standinginthe way ofadeal, alongwith the
"level playing field" - measures to prevent
whatis seenasunfair competition through
thelowering of standards or the use of state
subsidies.

Coveney said: "[twon'tsurprise me if this
issue collapses the whole negotiation. It
certainly hasthe capacity todoit."

He also said thathe found it difficult to
seethe EUfishingstates - Ireland, France,
Belgium, Denmarkand the Netherlands -
backinganagreementthatgoesbeyond the
currentoffer.

[fthereisnodeal by 31 December, the UK
will leave the single market and customs
union and begin trading with the EU on
WTO terms, meaning tariffs that could
mean higher prices for consumers.

Trump Approves Stopgap Funding Bill to Avoid

US Government Shutdown

US President Donald Trump on Friday signed into law a two-day

stopgap extension of existing federal funds passed by Congress to

avoid amidnightgovernmentshutdown, aslawmakersnegotiate
a900$billion pandemic aid bill and as part of 1.4$ trillion
governmentspending package.

The US House of Representatives and Senate,
withlittle debateand with only hourstogobefore
governmentfunding expired, gave congressional
leaders more time to try to craftabipartisan
COVID-19aid billthatwould ride along with the
massive spendinglegislation.
"Ibelieveallsidesfeelwearemakinggood progress
onamajorreliefbillthatwould travel with the full-
yearappropriationsmeasure,’ Senate Republican
Leader Mitch McConnell,aRepublican, said just
before the temporary spendingbill was passed,
Reutersreported.

Trump signed the bill into law Friday night, the
White Housesaid, leavinglawmakerstotrytobeat
anew Sunday midnightdeadline, which comes
almost exactly two years after an unresolved
spending fighttriggered a 35-day government
shutdown, thelongestonrecord.

After months of partisan finger-pointingand
inaction, Republicansand Democratshave been

White House
Cancels
Releaseof
Statement
Alleging Russia'
Involvementin
Cyber Attack

White House officials planned
to make a statementalleging
thatRussiahad beeninvolved
in the hacker attack against
computer systems of the
US government but were

instructed atthe last minute
nottoreleaseit,asourcesaid.
"Officials atthe White House
had been prepared to putout
astatementFriday afternoon
thataccused Russia of being
"the main actor" in the hack,
butwere told atthelastminute
tostand down, AP said, citing
a US official familiar with the
conversations who spoke on
condition ofanonymity.

"This islooking like it’s the
worst hacking case in the
history of America," the official
said, TASS reported.
Reutersreported Monday that
agroup of hackersallegedly

working for Russia carried out
acyberattackon December13
to obtainunauthorized access
to computer systems of the
US Department of Homeland
Security. The departmentitself
confirmed that cyber attack
had taken place. According
to Reuters, the hackers got
their hands on data from the
Department of State and the

Pentagon.
Russian presidential
spokesman Dmitry

Peskov dismissed earlier
US allegations Russian
hackers were behind those
cyberattacks.

negotiating intensely on whatis expected to
be the biggest package since springto provide
relieftoa country struggling with a pandemic
killingmore than 3,000 people aday.With some
supportfrom Trump, who leaves office onJan.
20,and Democratic President-electJoe Biden,
they have reported progress.But significant
differencesremain, including a dispute over
a Republican-backed plan to rein in Federal
Reservelending programsintended to ease the
pandemic's economicsting.Some Republicans
accused Democratsofusingthelendingauthorities
asabackdoor way to provide aid to state and
local governments that Republicans dismiss as
a"slush fund" for Democratic-controlledlocal
governments.Other stickingpointsincluderelief
forartsvenues closed by COVID-19restrictions
andwhethertoincludeincreasedreimbursements
fromtheFederal Emergency ManagementAgency

tolocal governments for items like personal
protective equipmentforschools.

Many issues, though, have been settled. The
coronavirus legislation is expected to include
onetime checks formost Americans ofabout$600
each, extended unemploymentbenefits of$300
perweek, help for statesdistributingthe vaccine,
andassistance for small businesses struggling
throughthe pandemic.
Congressionalleadersplantoattachthe COVID-19
aidtothe $1.4trillionspendingbill.
Theprospectofagovernmentshutdownincreased
pressuretocomeupwithareliefplan. Anextended
shutdownwould force thousands more people out
ofworkand disruptservicesjustasthe countryis
rampingup distribution of coronavirusvaccines,
though the effects would notbe fully felt over the
weekend.

"Wehaveagovernmentof2 millionpeoplethatare
waitingeveryhourtofind outiftheyaregoingtobe
working," Representative Steny Hoyer, the second
mostsenior House Democrat, told reporters.
Congresswasalsospurredtoactionbyanalarming
increaseinhospitalizationsand deaths. The US
coronavirus death toll, nowover311,000,isby
far the world's highestand many Americans
- who do not receive government aid that is
automaticin many other nations - are atrisk of
homelessnessand goinghungry.Biden has said
he wants COVID-19relieffor Americans passed
immediately, promising to do more after he is
sworninonJan.20.Republicansalso have awary
eyeontheimpactinaction mighthave onapair
ofJan.5 runoffelections in Georgia, which will
determine whethertheir partymaintains control
ofthe Senate for the nexttwoyearsorhandsitover
toDemocrats.

Democratssay Republican Senator Pat Toomeyis
promotinghisplantoreininthe Fed'semergency
lendingauthority in an effort to make itmore
difficultfor Biden'sincomingadministration to
handle the public health crisis.Toomey denied
this, sayingthelendingauthorities were expiring
anyway.Larry Kudlow, director of Trump's
National Economic Council, toldreportersatthe
White House thatthe Trump administration was
"stronglyinsupport" of Toomey'splan.
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