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Tehran, New Delhi
economies complement
each other: Envoy

Iran's Ambassador to India Ali Chegeni in
his meeting with the Minister of chemicals and
fertilizers of India and his deputies pointed to
the capacities of the two countries and their
complementary economies,and said thatthe Iranian
and Indian products can meet the mutual needs of
bothsides.

Accordingtothe Iranian EmbassyinIndia, both sides
intheir meeting discussed trade capacities of the two
countriesindifferentagriculture sectors, especially
inthe formatofdirectandjointinvestment.

In the field of imports, medical cooperation,
pharmaceutical industry, capacities and exemptions
of Chabahar Portand benefiting from geographical
proximity ofboth countries were amongotherissues
discussedinthe meeting.

Both sides urged the parties to continue efforts to
enhance bilateral trade and investigate ways to
increase cooperation and further expand bilateral
traderelations.

New cross-border gateway,
tofacilitate bilateral trade,
transportation: Iranian

ambassador

The Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to Pakistan onthe occasion of the inauguration of
Rimdan-Gabd cross-border gatewaysaiditreflectsthe
importance of Iran’s relations with Pakistan, through
whichbilateral trade and public relations would be
furtherenhanced.

Mohammad AliHosseiniinaninterviewwith IRNAsaid
Iranhasa900-kilometerborderwith Pakistan,butthere
isonlyone official crossingbetween the two countriesat
Mirjavah-Taftan.

He added for thisreason, the top officials of the two
countries decided to open the other two crossings
"Rimdan-Gabd"and "Pishin-Mand".He said now,
the workrelated to infrastructure at the Rimdan-
Gabd crossinghasbeen completed and today it was
inaugurated with the presence ofthe officials ofthe two
countriesbecomingthe second officialborderbetween
thetwoneighboringcountries.

Hosseini called the official activity ofthe Rimdan-Gabd
crossingan effectiveand importantstepinincreasing
andstrengtheningIran's cooperationwithitsneighbor.
Hesaid: "Consideringthe importance of our country's
relations with Pakistan, the activity of thisnew crossing
naturally has benefits for both nations.He added this
stepwould notonly enhance economicand trade
cooperation withmore people to people contacts but
willalso curbdrugtrafficking.

“Inaddition, thelivingstandard ofthe borderresidents
of the two countries and the security situation
at the border points will also improve,” said the
ambassador."Since Rimdan-Gabd crossingisalsoclose
totheportofChabaharinIranandthe portof Gwadar
in Pakistan, soitcanhelp toincrease cooperation
between these two ports,” he said.Hosseiniadded if
Rimdan crossingisused, the trafficload and traffic
congestionintheonlyofficialborder ofthetwo countries
located in Mirjavah-Taftan willbe reduced.The Iranian
ambassador to Pakistansaid: "Increasingthe crossings
and atthe same time developing the border markets
willbasically secure the interests of the two countries,
especially strengthen the security ofthe two countries
inthe commonborderstrip."

Hesaid: "With theactivity atthe newborder crossing
and the strengthening of markets, we can see trade
and economic prosperity between the two countries,
especiallytheneighboringborderprovinces canbenefit
fromthis prosperity"
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Iran wants touseits assets with Turkish
banks to buy goods

[ranhas called on Turkey to find a way for Iran to tap

intoits assets with Turkish banks to purchase the

commoditiesitneeds directly from other countries
through Turkish banks.

The demand was
made by Iranian

oy

Minister of Industry,
N E w s Mines and Trade
NEWS AlirezaRazmhosseini
inavideoconference
with Turkish Trade

Minister RuhsarPekcan.

“Iran and Turkey are two
neighboring, friendly and
brotherly countries which
have always had broad
trade exchangesinaddition
to historical and cultural
commonalities,” said the
[ranian minister.

He said Iran-Turkey trade
exchanges have hovered
around $10 billion over the
pastfiveyears.

“Due to the coronavirus
outbreak and its impacts
on business and trade, the
volume of mutual trade
exchangesstoodat$4.3 over
thesecondand third quarters
of 2020, and we seek to
increase thistrade and the
necessary potential existsto
dothat,”said Razmhosseini.
He underlined the current

“It is possible to promote
exchangesinthetradedomain
and the two countries stand
readytoexpand theirrelation
inthatregard,”henoted.

He further added Tehran
will follow up on talks held
and agreementsreachedin
ameetingoftheJointIran-
Turkey Commission back
in August so that the two
countries canincrease their
trade within a “win-win”
framework.

He said Iran needs
commoditieslike grain, soya
bean meal, oilseeds, and oil
andin case Turkey produces
those commodities, Iranis
interested in buying them
from Turkey otherwiseitcan
providethemthrough Turkish

standbyIraninhardtimesand
itwill prioritize foodstuffand
medicinesand itwilllay the
groundsthatlrancoulduseits
bankingassets forimports of
foodstuffand medicines.

He also announced his
country’s readiness for
enhancing bilateral trade
volume based on a win-
win policy and for boosting
cooperation, especiallyinthe
coronavirus condition.

He referred to his phone
talks with the Chief of Staff
ofthe President of [ran Mr.
Mahmoud Vaezi, saying
that Turkey is ready to
open the way for traders
and entrepreneurs of both
countries forenhancing the
bilateral trade volume and
economicexchanges.
Pekcan also pointed to the
videoconference between
economic officials  of
both countries in August

2020 and said during the
videoconference both
sides underlined full
implementation of the
approvals ofthe 27thejoint
economiccommissionofboth
countries.

He also underscored the
fullimplementation of the
preferentialtrade agreement
ofboth countrieswhichwas
signedinjanuary2015.

A study compiled recently
by the Tehran Chamber of
Commerce (TCCIM) shows
Iran’s exports to Turkey
suffered a considerable
declineinthe 10 months to
the end of October mainly
becauseofadropincrudeand
oilproductshipments.
Excerptsofthe TCCIManalysis
publishedlastweek showed
thatshipments from Iranto
Turkey had dropped nearly
74 percent year on year in
Octoberto $795million.

international  situation intermediary companies by
Lsnhaaiilﬁzi(g Of?r tr;gg using its assets in Turkish
banks.

iz)(lcllrlirrilegjs between thetwo Meanwhile Pekcan, for his

' part, said that Turkey will
ogo Speaking to ILNA news agency,
II’&I} 0010ldlt10nf01' referringto Iran-Europe Business
f()l'elgll mvestment  Forumwhichwas supposedtobe
isnotfavorable: held onMondaybutwaspostponed,
flicial i Seyed Hossein Salimisaid “Insuch

(UII{YH]

“Iran could have attracted
foreign investments between
40to 50 billion dollars annually
but due to the sanctions, lack of
communication,lackoftradetrust,
thecondition for foreigninvestment
isnotfavorable,” Chairman ofthe
[ranian and Foreign Joint Venture
Investments Associationtold.

forums and gatherings the latest
informationaboutthe condition for
investmentis presented for those
whoareeagertoinvestinlran.”

“Suchmeetingsand presentation of
information canallure companies
and investments and this forum
could have the good outputforthe
country whichwasunfortunately

postponed duetosomereasons.”

He said those economicactivists
whoarewillingtoworkwith Europe
and European counterpartsarethe
mainlosersofsuch postponements.
On the current condition of
attracting foreigninvestmentand
significance of such forums, he said
this forum could have a positive
impact on foreign investment,
adding that if the foreign
investmentsinother countriesare
around40to50billiondollarsorin
Turkey,itisaround $20b,itisaround

$3bannually inIran whichisan
insignificantfigure.

Saliminoted thatIranisamongthe
topcountriesintheworldingasand
electricity sectorsand the country
hasmany skillful workforcesready
to work. He added the country
could have attracted an annual
foreign investment of 40 to 50
billion dollarsbutsanctions, lack
of communicationand above ofall
lack of trade trusthave made the
condition unfavorable for foreign
investment.
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PakFM spox.:
Rimdan-Gabd
bordertostrengthen
Iran-Pakistantrade

relation

Pakistani Foreign Ministry
Spokesmansaid thatthe opening
ofthe Rimdan-Gabd borderisa
big step towards strengthening
relations between the two
neighboring countries."The
projectofopeninganew border
crossingis partofour planned
cooperation with neighboring
Iran," said Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri
on Saturday. "The Rimdan-

Gabd crossing will be officially
opened today and this action
will increase trade relations
between Iran and Pakistan and
facilitate the transportation of
citizens of the two countries," he
added.Henoted, "Strengthening
relation between people
of Iran and Pakistan is the
main goal of opening the new
border crossing."The official
inauguration ceremony of the
Rimdan-Gabdborderwillbe held
todayinthe presence of [ranian
Road Minister Mohammad
Eslami,aswell as other Iranian
and Pakistaniofficialsin Dashtiari
CountyinSistanand Baluchestan
Province.
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What's News

Pfizernotonly
option for Iran to
buy coronavirus
vaccine

Head of the National
Coronavirus
Taskforce’s Scientific
Committee stressed
onFridaythatIranhas
notruled outpurchase
of coronavirusvaccine,
sayingthatthevaccine
produced by Pfizeris
notthe only option for
Iranbecause thereare
other vaccines that
meet the country's
conditions.

Talking to IRNA,
Mostafa Qane'ei
added thattwoissues
matters in buying
Pfizer vaccine; oneis
its price and the other
thetemperature minus
70 it should be kept
and transported to
farthestpointsacross
the country.

While Iran is able
to buy a vaccine
whose cold chain
is compatible
with the country's
infrastructure and
its price is more
appropriate and
is produced by a
reputable company,
thereis noreason to
buy a vaccine that it
completelylacks the
infrastructure needed
for its transport, he
said.

Iran will not replace
Pfizer vaccine with
those of Russia and
China, he said, noting

that Europe now
also has a vaccine,
and AstraZeneca

announced that it
will produce its own
vaccine as many as
threebilliondoses,and
inany case, thisvaccine
doesnotrequireacold
chain, anditisalsoa
valid production.

It is a wvaccine
proposed by the
University of Oxford
and AstraZeneca
has finalized its
production, he said,
noting that this
vaccine, compared to
Pfizer vaccine hasno
problembothinterms
of price and amount
of production and
transmission chain;
Therefore, there is
notonlyone optionin
buying coronavirus
vaccine.

As to the efficiency
of the European
vaccine produced by
AstraZeneca, Qane'ei
said that according
to the documents
publisheditis effective
up to95%.
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UStoClose
Two Russia
Consulates

The US State Department
informed Congress that it
plansto shutteritslasttwo
consulatesin Russiaovercaps
setby Moscow onthe number
ofdiplomatsthatareallowed
inthecountry.

InalettertoUS congressional
leaders sent Dec. 10 and
obtained by The Hill, the
administration said it
will permanently close its
Vladivostok consulate and
temporarily haltworkatthe
consulatein Yekaterinburg.
The letter confirming the
closures was sent three
daysbefore newsbroke ofa
majorhackofUSgovernment
agencies thatisbelieved to
have been conducted by an
elite Russian cyberespionage
unit.

The consulate closuresare “in
response to ongoingstaffing
challengesofthe USMissionin
Russiainthewakeofthe 2017
Russian-imposed personnel
cap on the US Mission and
resultantimpassewith Russia
over diplomatic visas,” the
letterreads.

The chairs of the House
and Senate Appropriations
Committees, the Senate
ForeignRelations Committee,
the House Foreign Affairs
Committee and some
members of the House and
Senate Subcommittees on
State, Foreign Operations,and
Related Programssigned the
letter.

The move means the US
embassyinMoscowwillbethe
only diplomaticinstallation
inRussia.Italsoleavesthe US
withoutadiplomaticpresence
throughoutamassive swath
of Russian territory, which
will hinder both efforts by
Americanstotravel to Russia
and Russiansto obtain visas
totheUS.
Russiaorderedthe UScloseits
embassyin St.Petersburgas
partofadiplomaticrow over
Moscow’s poisoning ofan ex-
RussianspyinBritain.
[twasnotimmediately clear
preciselywhenthe consulates
willbe closed, afterwhichthe
workersthere willbe moved
tothe Moscow embassy.

The reduction of the US
diplomaticpresenceinRussia
comesahead ofan expected
chilling ofrelationsbetween
Washington and Moscow.
While President Trump has
declined to confront Russia
over its meddling in the
2016and 2020 presidential
elections and expressed
support for President
Vladimir Putin, President-
electjoeBidenhasindicated
hewilladoptatoughertone
with Russia over election
interference as well as its
presencein Ukraineand other
areasof contention.

=

Biden team, Trump admin. spar over

transition meetings

President-elect]oe Biden's transition team said Friday that the
Defense Departmenthad canceled meetings and asked that the
departmentreverseits decision.

Earlier on Friday, President Trump's acting defense secretary,
Chris Miller, said in a statement that some meetings planned for
Friday had beenrescheduled, and said there was a "mutually
agreed upon holiday pause" on transition meetings, NPR
reported.

Miller said the department would continue to provide "all
required support" to Biden's review team, notingithad already

"supported 139 interview sessions" with "more than 200
personnel, 161 requests forinformation, and thousands of pages
ofnon-publicand classified documents."

Miller said the priority for the next two weeks would be
respondingto "essential requests forinformation" on Operation
Warp Speed and COVID-19 "to guarantee a flawless transition."
ButYohannes Abraham, executive director of Biden's transition
team, told reporters ata briefing that "there was no mutually
agreed upon holiday break” and said there was no time to spare
because ofthe delay in the start of the transition process.

He said thatcareerstaffatthe departmentand others have been
helpful, but "there have been pockets of recalcitrance” among
political staff, including atthe Defense Department.

UN chiefurges all countries to have trade

exchange with Iran conformingto Res 2231

Secretary-General of the United Nations,

Antonio Guterres, called on all member states

topreserve the July 2015 nuclear deal and

engage "in trade with the Islamic Republic

of Iraninaccordance withresolution 2231
2015))."

Guterres made

theremarkswhile
reportingonthe
implementation
YT of Secur%ty
S Council
resolution2231

onFriday.

A US official who was not
authorized to speak publicly
told NPR's Tom Bowman that
the canceled meetings were
spurred by the Pentagon
General Counsel's Office, which
isrequired tobein every transition
meeting. The counsel's office also has
other dutiesand told Miller thatitcan't
doeverything, the official said.

So Miller decided to postpone the dozen or so

meetings slated for Friday until January. The official said both
the Biden and Trump camps agreed to a break.

NEWS

MPs Rap European
Parliament’s Resolutionon

Iran

Anlranian parliamentary commission condemned
aresolution thatthe European Parliament has
adopted onthe humanrightssituationin Iran.
Inastatementreleased on Saturday, the Iranian
Parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy
Commission strongly condemned the European
Parliament’s interference in the internal affairs
of Iran after the MEPs adopted a “ridiculous”
resolutionaboutthe Islamic Republic.

The Iranian commissionalso condemned arecent
report published by the UK Parliament’s Foreign
Affairs Committee aboutIranaswellas the French
government’sreaction tothe execution ofanIranian
convict.

The National Security and Foreign Policy

Referringtothe UN Security
Council's July 20, 2015,
move to endorse the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA) which had
beensigned between Iran
and the six world powers
fewdaysbeforethe datethe
sameyear,the UN chiefsaid
the Council endorsed the
Planatthetimeand called
upon all Member States,
regional organizations
and international
organizationstosupportits
implementation.

For the past five years,
the Planhasbeenlargely
viewed by theinternational
communityasatestament
to the efficacy of
multilateralism, diplomacy
anddialogue and successin
nuclearnon-proliferation,
headded.

"Thave consistently believed
thatthe Planisthebestway
toensureacomprehensive,
long-term and proper
solution to the Iranian
nuclearissue,aswellasto
contribute toregionaland
international peace and
security.

"I note the continued
commitment of its
participantstopreservethe
Plan,and the importance
ofthe Plan working forall,
including by providing
tangible economicbenefits
forthelranianpeople.

"I have encouraged all

Statestosupportthe Plan
and believed that issues
notdirectly related to the
Plan should be addressed
without prejudice to
preserving theagreement
anditsaccomplishments.
"Iregretthe steps taken by
the United States since May
2018, when it withdrew
fromthePlan.

"The reimposition by
the United States of all its
national sanctions, which
had beenlifted or waived
pursuant to the Plan, is
contrarytothegoalssetout
inthePlanandinresolution
2231(2015)."

"Other steps taken by the
United States to restrict
activities allowed within
the framework ofthe Plan
may alsoimpede theability
ofthe Islamic Republic of
Iranandthe otherMember
Statestoimplementcertain
provisionsofthe Planand of
theresolution,”the UN chief
noted.

AboutlIran's measuresto
reduce commitmentstothe
international deal afterthe
firstanniversary of the US
withdrawal fromthe]CPOA
inMay, 2019, the UN chief
said "Inote thattheIslamic
Republicoflran hasstated
thatitwantstoremaininthe
Planand has emphasized
thatall ofitsmeasuressince
1July2019arereversible."

He further referred to
the latest reports from
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA)
which stated that "Iran
hasdecreasedits stockpile
ofheavy water" and "has
stayed within the Plan
limits."

"I also urge the Islamic
Republicoflranto carefully
take into account and
addresstheotherconcerns
raised by otherparticipants
in the Plan and by other
Member Statesinrelation
toresolution2231(2015)."
Speakingaboutthe world
situationinthe pandemic,
Guterresstressed that"the
importance of initiatives
in support of trade and
economic relations with
the Islamic Republic of
Iran, especially during
the currenteconomicand
health challenges posed
by the coronavirus disease
(COVID 19) pandemic.”

He also underscored the
"important contribution
of other Member States to
preserving the Plan and
continue to encourage
them to work effectively
with the participantsinthe
Plan towards creating the
conditions necessary for
their economic operators
toengageintrade withthe
Islamic Republicoflranin
accordancewithresolution

2231(2015)."

Elsewhere, the chieftalked
of the June 2019 arms
seizureby Australiaandsaid
"the photographicanalysis
indicates" thatitwas "notof
Iranianmanufacture.”
Alsoabouttheassassination
of the Iranian scientist,
Mohsen  Fakhrizadeh,
the UN chief said "In a
letter dated 27 November
2020, the Permanent
Representative of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
informed me and the
President ofthe Security
Council that on “27
November 2020in Absard
city of Tehran province,
Mr. Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,
a prominent Iranian
scientist, wasassassinated
inaterroristattack.”

Dr. Fakhrizadeh, Deputy
Minister of Defense and
Head ofthe Research and
Innovation Organization
ofthe Ministry of Defense
ofIran, whowas described
by the Supreme Leader
Ayatollah AliKhameneias
"adistinguished nuclear
and defense scientist”, was
assassinated and attained
martyrdom on Friday
evening, November 27,
near the town of Absard,
Damavand city, east to
Tehran duringaterrorist
operation by the criminal
agentsoftheZionistregime.

Commission said the European Parliament that
is opposing capital punishmentand supporting
convictsisthevery sameinstitution thatremained
silent on the cowardly assassination of Iranian
scientists, has sponsored anti-Iranian terrorists
and separatists,and has hosted leaders of terrorist
groups.

The statement came after the European Parliament
adopted tworesolutions taking stock of the human
rights situationin China, Iranand Egypt.
Thetextoftheresolution againstIran wasapproved
inthe European Parliamentby 614 votesin favor, 12
againstand 63 abstentions.

Official blasts EP for anti-Iran

resolution

Secretary of Iran's High Council for Human Rights
AliBagheriKanion Friday blasted the European
states' effortsto deny Iranian children's access to
medicine, saying that Europeans are now accused
ofkillingdozens of sickIranian children, so theylack
theauthority to claim tobeadvocatinghumanrights.
Referringto European Parliament'sresolution on
Iran'shumanrights situation, he said thatthose who
preventinnocent children from gainingaccess to
medicineare alsonotauthorized to speak out even
aboutanimalrights.

Criticizing the European Parliament's recent
resolution onhumanrightssituationinIran, Bageri
said that most ofthe European officials have played
and continue to play an effective role in violating
therights ofthe Iranian people, including the right
tolife, the rightto health, the right to education, the
rightto employment, and therightto development,
by imposingillegal and oppressive sanctions on
them.

Referringto the European Parliament's requestto
Irantoallowinaspecial rapporteur, he said that it
isnotnecessaryto travel to Iran to observe human
rightsviolations, itis enough towalkinthe corridors
ofthe European Parliamentto see terrorists whose
hands are stained with the blood 0f 3,000 innocent
[ranian citizens.

China Says Does Not Support Any
Renegotiation of JCPOA

Thedirector-general ofthe departmentofarms controlin China’s
Foreign Ministry said Chinadoesnotsupportanyrenegotiation of
the2015nucleardealbetween Tehranand world powers, formally
knownasthe]oint Comprehensive Planof Action (JCPOA).
“Iranhas madeitexplicitly clear thatonce the USreturns to the
JCPOA andliftsallthe sanctionstheyareready toreverseall the
stepstheyhave taken, toreduce their commitment,” Fu Congtold
CGTN.

“Ithink thatisamajorindication onthe partoflranand we have
noreason todoubtthat, because before the USwithdrew from
theagreementIranwas exemplaryinitsimplementation ofthe
agreement.”

Duringtherecentinterview, Fusaid thekeytounlockingthe current
situationsurroundingthe Iraniannuclearissueisthe USreturnto
the]JCPOA commitments.

“Webelieve thatthe key to breakingthis stalemateis forthe U.Sto
returntothe]CPOA,” heremarked.

“Of course, by that we mean that the US comes back to its
commitmentsunderthe]CPOAandliftsallthe sanctionsrelated to
the]CPOA.BothonIranandthird-partyentitiesand individuals.”
“And, of course, on thatbasis, Iran should also come backto full
compliance withthe]JCPOA. That's our view. And Iwould say that
isaunanimousview ofallthe participantstotheJCPOA,”headded.
Iranian officials have repeatedly voiced opposition to any
renegotiations ontheJCPOA, saying thatthe dealhad oncebeen
negotiatedandisnolongerrenegotiable.

[ranian PresidentHassan Rouhanisaid on Monday thatthe JCPOA
isnotrenegotiable.
“Thereisone]CPOAthathasbeennegotiatedand agreed —either
everyone commitstoitortheydon't,”the presidentsaid.
Rouhanialsoruled outnegotiations onIran’s missile programand
itsinfluenceintheregion, sayingthatthe Americanshad tried to
addthemissileissuetotheJCPOAbutIranrejected theissue.

“The Americansweretrying formonthstoadd themissileissue (to
thenucleartalks) and thiswasrejected. Trump was uninformed
and did notknowaboutthe matter;but Mr. Bidenis well aware of
thedetailsofthedeal,”thelranianpresidentsaid,adding, “lhavenot
heard Biden saythatwe havetoreachanotheragreementinorder

to

return to the nuclear
deal, thatiswhat Trumpsays.”

Backin November; Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
said thatthe JCPOAisnon-renegotiable, though Iranisreadyto
negotiatethe USreturntothenucleardeal.
“The USisstillaUN member;” Zarif said in atweet, adding, “Ifit
meetsits obligationsas suchunder UNSCR 2231, we will fulfill
oursunderthe #]CPOA.Ifthe USthen seeks tore-join the JCPOA,
we'rereadytonegotiatetermsforittoregainits'JCPOA Participant'
status.”



EU Parliament's anti-Iran res sycophancy for Biden
AseniorIranian Parliamentaryadvisor stressed that the hostile
European parliament human rights resolution againstIranis
sycophancy for Biden and aviolation of [ranians' rights.

Hossein Amir Abdullahian, Special Assistant to the Iranian
Parliament’s Speakerand Director General of International Affairs
ofthe Parliamenttook to Tweeter on late Friday to say, “Hostile @
Europarl_EN Resis sycophancy for Biden&violation of [ranians' rights.”
“Killers ofkids w/special diseases via sanctions&hosting terrorist MEK are ineligible to
speakabtHR,askrelease of dual-national spies&murderer of [ranian scientist”, he said and
added, “Europe thinks abtitsinterests.”
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Hamad al-Thani, Rouhani
congratulated the Qatari
leaderand people onthe
Arab country’s National

Morning call to prayer: Day.
05:34:32 Hailing the close and
friendly ties between
Noon call to prayer :
Tehran and Doha,
12:01:08

Evening call to prayer:

17:20:33

WEATHER

High:8°c
Low:-5°

Rouhani said he is
confidentthatthe cordial
relations will continue to
grow for the fulfillment
of interests of the two
nations.

He also expressed hope
thatthe great potential
and capacities of [ranand
Qatarwould help promote
mutual cooperationinall
fields.

Iran has great capacities to expand

renewable energy market: energy min.

Global registration of Thaddeus ritual fulfilled:

official

Deputy Director General of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and

Tourism Department of West Azarbaijan province Hassan

Sepehrfar said on Saturday that global registration of St.

Thaddeus Church pilgrimage signifies Iranian respect for divine

with foreigners around the world. Thisisa
very suitable way to combat the enemies’
anti-Iran propagandaaboutfreedom of ethnic
minorities to performtheirrituals.

QaraKelisa, also known as the St. Thaddeus
Church, in Chaldoran County, northwestern

Trump Approves Stopgap Funding Bill to Avoid
US Government Shutdown

US President Donald Trump on Friday signed into law a two-day

stopgap extension of existing federal funds passed by Congressto

avoidamidnightgovernmentshutdown,aslawmakersnegotiate

a900$billion pandemic aid bill and as part of 1.4$ trillion

tolocal governments for items like personal
protective equipmentforschools.

Many issues, though, have been settled. The
coronavirus legislation is expected to include
onetime checks formost Americans ofabout$600

religions. Ianisoneof themostancientand mostnotable SOTEIenTp En o Te e each, extended unemploymentbenefits of $300
Sepehrfartold IRNA that Global registration surviving Christian monuments of Iran that perwee}(,helpforstates dlstrl-butmgthevaca.ne,
of St. Thaddeus Churchritual - whichisheld  ;rries greatsignificance for the country's . a}rlld asils}:ancegorsmallbusmesses struggling
everyyearin GaraKelisa (Black Church)-was  Armenian Orthodoxc ommunity. T}.le QS House of Repr.esentatlves and Senate, throug t_ ep?;l Zmlc- | vt
fulfilled with theaim of further protectingthis A enians regard Qara Kelisaas the world's withlittle debateandwithonlyhourstogobefore ~ Congressionalleadersplantoattachthe COVID-19
sacredritual and fostering greater affinity  fi st church and was constructed in 68 BC by governmentfunldmgexplred, gave congresmlonal aidtothe$1.4trillionspendingbill _
among followers of the divinereligionswith 6 ofthe apostles of Jesus, Saint Thaddeus, leaders more time to try to clraft a blpalrtlsan Theprospectofagovemment§hutdommcreased
thejointproposal of the IslamicRepublicof  \y} o traveled to Armenia, then part of the COVID-19aid billthatwould ride along with the pressuretocomeupwithareliefplan. Anextended
Iranand Armenia. Persian Empire, to preach the teachings of massivespendinglegislation. shutdownwopldforceth(.)usgndsmorepeopleogt
et e ) G
Complex annual religious ceremony of ; . onamajorreliefbillthatwouldtravel withthe full- '
Armfnians known as Bidarak isthe syrr}llbol Zgiﬁ?ﬁg };ﬁsei)()rrlr;?r? :lel:luc;lf émcég?zﬁi ;ﬂiglﬁ yearappropriationsmeasure,’ Senate Republican though the effects would notbe fully felt over the
ofreligious minorities' freedominexercising  f-om which it takes its name and a white Leader Mitch McConnell,aRepublican, said just Yveekend. .
theirritualsin the Islamic RepublicofIran, he structure, the main church, which was added before the temporary spendingbill was passed, er.haveagovernmer?ton mlllllonpeople.thatare
said. totheoriginal building's westernwingin 1810 Reutersreported. Walm.lg eI\'/eryhourto ﬁpd outiftheyaregoingtobe
Badarakreligious ceremonytakesplaceonjuly g Trump signed the bill into law Friday night, the workmg,. Representative Steny Hoyer, thesecond
inthe QaraKelisaand pilgrims fromvarious  Apancient chapel two kilometers northwest White Housesaid: lealvinglawm?kersto.trytobeat mostsenior House Democrat, to.ld reporters. .
countries take partin the event,observing  fthe church is said to have been the place anew Sunday midnightdeadline, which comes Flongressyvasalsqspl.lrrefitoactlonbyanalarmmg
the annual ceremony s not only indicative of wherethefirst Christianwoman, Sandokh,was almost exactly two years afteran unresolved ~ increasein hospitalizations and deaths.Th.e Us
differentreligionsand ethnicgroups'peaceful  1artyred. The chapelisbelieved tobeasoldas spendingfighttriggereda35-day government ~ cOTONavirus d|eath toll,now over31 1’00()] isby
life, italso demonstrates peaceand friendship  araKelisa. shutdown, thelongestonrecord. far the world’s hlgheSt and many Ar.nerlcar?s
amonglranians. The structure was inscribed along with two Aftermonths of partisan finger-pointingand - Who do_ not recelve government aid that ’
Foreign visitors and pilgrims could see  gthermonastic ensembles of the Armenian inaction, Republicansand Democratshave been automatlclnmanyothernatlons-.areatrlskgf
Armenians' freedom of action to perform  cpyistian faith namely St. Stepanos and the negotialtingintensely Oanhat i.S expectedl to homelessnessandg01r.1ghungry.B1.denhassald
religious practices and share the experience  chapel ofDzordzor: be the biggestpackage since springto provide hewantls COVID-191.re.lleff0rAmer1cans passgd
relieftoa country struggling withapandemic ~ immediately, prZ(:)mlsmilto do mlor;after heis
. therevival ofJCPOArequiresanew document is needed within the killingmore than 3,000 peopleaday.Withsome ~Sworninonjan.20.Republicansalsohaveawary
Irandenies anynew agreement.Gharibabadqi announced  Agency."Of course, the statement supportfrom Trump, wholeavesofficeonJan. ~ eyeontheimpactinactionmighthave onapair
agl'eementonits hismeetingwith Grossiandpointed ~ of the IAEA Director General thata 20,and Democratic President-electJoe Biden, 0fJan.5runoffelectionsin Georgia, whichwill
out that Grossi had stated thathe ~ documentisneeded for the Agency, they have reported progress.But significant ~ determinewhether theirpartymaintains control
nuclearprograln didnotmentiontheneedforanew incaseofrevival ofJCPOA, does not differences remain, includingadispute over ~oftheSenateforthenexttwoyearsorhandsitover

Iran'sambassador and permanent
representative to the Vienna-based
international organizations said
thatthe Reutersheadlineaboutthe
[AEA Director-General's remarks
andtherevival ofJCPOAwasslyand
misleading.

Kazem Gharibabadistated on Friday
nightthat IAEA Director-General
Rafael Grossihas never stated that

agreement in an interview with
Reuters,and the textofhisinterview
isclearinthisregard and his talks
wereabouttheagency.Hehighlighted
thatintheinterview with Reuters,
Grossisaid thatin ordertomake the
necessary arrangements for the
reversibility of [ran'sactionsin case
oftherevival of JCPOA, a protocol,
understanding, agreement, or

necessarilyhaveatechnicalandlegal
basis,and the necessaryreactionin
thisregard was made on Thursday,"
hestressed.Gharibabadi criticized the
atmosphere created by the Western
mediaand stated: "Unfortunately,
mediaoutlets such as Reutersare
pursuingtheirown political agenda,
thereby violating professional and
mediaprinciples.”

a Republican-backed plan to rein in Federal
Reservelending programsintended to ease the
pandemic's economicsting.Some Republicans
accused Democratsofusingthelendingauthorities
asabackdoor way to provide aid to state and
local governments that Republicans dismiss as
a"slush fund" for Democratic-controlledlocal
governments.Other stickingpointsincluderelief
forartsvenues closed by COVID-19restrictions
andwhethertoincludeincreasedreimbursements
fromtheFederal Emergency ManagementAgency

toDemocrats.

Democratssay Republican Senator Pat Toomeyis
promotinghisplantoreininthe Fed'semergency
lendingauthority inan effort to make itmore
difficultfor Biden'sincomingadministration to
handle the public health crisis.Toomey denied
this, sayingthelendingauthorities were expiring
anyway.Larry Kudlow, director of Trump's
National Economic Council, toldreportersatthe
White House thatthe Trump administration was
"stronglyinsupport" of Toomey's plan.
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