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Iran, Russiatrade volume
increasesto $2.2bn

ReferringtotheincreasingvolumeoftradebetweenIran
and Russia,amember of the Iran-Russia Chamber of
Commercesaidthatthebestwayto counter USsanctions
istostrengthen economictieswith the Eurasian Union.
JalilJalalifar made the remarks on Tuesday, noting
thatthe volume oftrade between Iranand Russiahas
increased from 1.7 billiondollarsin2019to 2.2 billion
dollarsinthecurrentyear.

Hewentonto say thatthe developmentof economic
tieswithneighboring countriesis one oftheimportant
strategiesoftheIslamicRepublicofIran.

"Amongthe countries ofthe Eurasian Union, Russiais of
particularsignificance,and given the infrastructurein
thenorthernports,especiallyin Astara,wemustworkto
developeconomicties, especiallyinexports," headded.
Jalalifar further noted thatthe Iran-Russia Chamber of
Commerceis making effortsto expand maritime trade
betweenthetwo countriesaswell.

Iran-Pakistansettoopen

Rimdan-Gabd cross-border
gateway

Iranand Pakistanare scheduled to open Rimdan-Gabd
cross-border gateway on December 19in presence of
seniorofficials.

The opening of the Rimdan-Gabd crossing would
helpaccelerate economicactivitiesin the bordering
regionwith creatingmore opportunities forexpanding
economicandtrade tiesbetween the two countries.
Inrecentyears, Iranianand Pakistaniofficialshave puton
theagendaaplantoincreaseborder crossings.
Accordingly,acountdownhasbegun forthe opening of
thenewborder crossing, whichwasofficiallyannounced
duringameetingbetween Seyed Rasoul Mousavi, Special
Assistantto the [ranian Foreign Minister,and Rahim
HayatQureshi, Pakistan'sambassadorto Tehran.

The Special Assistantto the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of our country announced on his Twitter accountthat
the Rimdan-Gabd border crossingwill beinaugurated
onDecember 19inthe presence of senior officials of the
IslamicRepublicoflranand Pakistan.

“Two countriesshare only one Mirjavah border crossing
at909km,” henoted.

The opening of the Rimdan border is one of the
mostimportantresults of [ranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif's visit to Pakistanlastmonth.
Duringameetingwith Pakistani officials, the [ranian
Foreign Ministerannounced thatthe IslamicRepublicof
Iranwouldsoonopenthe Rimdan crossingin Sistanand
Baluchestanprovince,and called on Pakistantoopenthe
Gabd crossingaswell.

Itwasalsosuggested thatotherborder crossings, such
asthe "Pishin-Mand" between the two countries, be
opened,and thatthe entry and exit crossings between
thetwo countriesbeincreased.

The officialand full-capacityactivity ofthe Rimdan-Gabd
crossinghassofarbeenwidelywelcomedbypoliticians
and thebusiness community of Pakistan, Iran's eastern
neighbor.

AsMirjavah-Taftanborderis the only official crossing
pointbetween Iranand Pakistan for trade and public
movement, the new Rimdan crossing will reduce
restrictions on Pakistanitraders, especially residents
ofBalochistan.

Facilitatingaccess to the Iranian market, increasing
exportsand imports, reducing travel time to the two
countries and makingbetter use of the capacities of
thetwoneighboringborder provincesare some ofthe
benefits ofthe new Rimdan-Gabd crossing.

The Pakistanibusiness community praisesIran's key
decisionto openthe Rimdanborder,indicating the
neighboring country's desire to have closerelations
with Iranand seize the golden opportunity to develop
bilateraltrade.
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Iran's H1 Economic Growth Positive

Iran’seconomicgrowth (using2011asthebaseyear)

turned from negative to positive in the firsthalf of the

currentfiscalyear (March-20Sept. 21), the governor

of the Central Bank of [ran, Abdolnasser Hemmati,

wroteinan Instagram post.

“Economic growth,
excludingoil, stood at
1.4%,and 1.3% when
factoring in the oil
sectorinthe firstsix
monthsofthe current
year compared with
the sameperiod oflastyear,”
hesaid.
“Economicgrowth,including
oil sector stood at-2.9%and
5.1%inthefirstand second
quartersofthecurrentyear”
[ran’sgrossdomesticproduct,
excludingtheoil sector, sawa
contractionof0.6%inQ1but
anexpansionof3.2%inQ2,
accordingtothe CBI chief.

His comments came after
the Statistical Center of Iran
said Iran’s gross domestic
productsawacontraction of
1.9%inH1.Economicgrowth,
excludingoil, stood at-1.3%,
accordingto SCL

A sectoral breakdown
of growth rates in the
report shows thatonly the
“agriculture”and “industries
and mining, excluding oil”
sectorsexperiencedagrowth
of1.7%and 2%respectively.
The “industriesand mining”
contracted 0.7% and
“services” sector contracted
3.5%.

SClalsoreported economic
growthinthe second quarter
ofthe currentyear (June21-
Sept.21).Iran’'sGDPexpanded
0.2% in Q2 while it shrank
0.2%without consideringthe
oil sector. The “agriculture”
sectorsawa2.7% expansion;
“industries and mining”
4% while “industries and
mining sector, excluding
oil” expanded 4.2%. The
“services” sector,however,
contractedby3%inQ2.
According to SCI, gross
domestic product saw a
contraction of 3.5% during
the first quarter of the
current fiscal (March 20-

:—3244;31
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June 20) compared with the
corresponding period of
lastyear. Economic growth,
excludingoil, stood at-1.7%.
A sectoral breakdown of
growth rates in the report
shows only the agriculture
sector experienced growth
withameagerrate of0.1%.
Theindustriesand services
sectors contracted by 4.4%
and 3.5%respectively.

Iran’s economy shrank by
6.9% in the last fiscal year
(March2019-20).Excluding
the oil sector, the rate stood
at-0.5%.

Only the agriculture sector
experienced a growth of
2.8%lastyear. The sectors of
industriesand services saw
contractions of 14.7% and
0.7%,respectively.

The Central Bank of Iran
has come up with different
numbers.

Accordingtothe CBIgovernor,
Iran'sgrossdomesticproduct
contracted by 2.8% during
thefirstquarterofthe current
fiscalyear (March 20-June
20) compared with the
corresponding period oflast
year.

“A sectoral breakdown
of growth rates shows
the agriculture sector
experienced 3.8% growth,
andtheindustriesand mining
sectorexpanded by 2.5%, but
theservicessector contracted
by 1.6%, which was quite
predictable following the
outbreak of coronavirus
and restrictions imposed
to prevent the spread of
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Iran, Uzbekistan
call for trade

cooperation
Iranand Uzbekistan urged
further boosting of trade

executive strategies for
transiting goods to/from
Uzbekistan to the origin

the disease,” hewroteinan
Instagrampost.

Hemmati also put Q1
economicgrowth, excluding
oilproduction,at-0.6%.
Iran’seconomyisrecovering
from the pandemic shock.
When compared with
sanctions-free countries,
whichonlyhadtodealwiththe
coronavirus,Iran’seconomic
performanceis promising,
headded.
Discrepancies werealsoseen
inSCland CBIreportsonlran's
economicgrowthinthelast
fiscalyear (March2019-20).
Accordingto SCI, the Iranian
economy experienceda-7%
contractioninthefiscal2019-
20.

Accordingtothe center, GDP
shrank by -0.6% without
taking oil production into
account.

Thesectorsof "industriesand
mines", and "services" saw
respective contractions of
14.7%and 0.3%. Thisiswhile
the CBI governor put last
fiscalyear'sgrowthat-6.5%.
Excludingtheoilsector; he put
thegrowthat1.1%.
Accordingto Hemmati, the oil
sector shrankby awhopping
38.7% amid sanctions on
[ran'soilsales.

The sectors of “agriculture”
and "industries and mine"
saw respective growths of
8.8%and 2.3%respectively,as
services contracted by 0.2%,
headded.
Iran'sgrossdomesticproduct
shrankby 4.9% in the fiscal
2018-19 compared to the

year before, according to
SCI, with GDP of the two
groups of "industries" and
"agriculture" at-9.6% and
-1.5% respectively and the
servicesat0.02%growth.The
center putthatyear'sgrowth
withouttaking oil production
intoaccountat-2.4%.

The CBIdid notrelease any
reportonthefiscal2018-19
economicgrowth.
[ran’seconomy emerged from
recessioninthefiscal2014-15
witha 3% growth after two
yearsofrecessionwhen the
economy contracted 5.8%and
1.9%backtoback,according
tothe Central BankofIran.
Growthin2015-16 hasbeen
putat-1.6%by CBland 0.9%
by SCL

CBlhasput2016-17 growth
at12.5%while SClsaysitwas
muchlowerandnear8.3%.
IMF Forecast

The International Monetary
FundexpectsIran'seconomy
toreturntogrowthin2021.
Initslatest World Economic
Outlook report, the IMF
forecasts 3.2% growth for
Iran'sGDPnextyear.
Projection for the current
year's growth by the
international organization,
headquartered in
Washington,D.C, isat-5%.
Accordingto IMF the Iranian
GDP contracted by 6.5% in
2019.

Theprevious World Economic
Outlookreportprojects the
real GDP toregistera3.1%
growth next year after a
contractionof-6%in2020.

and destination of India
and other third countries
through Chabahar port.

Chabahar Port, situated in
southeastern Iran on the
Gulf of Oman, serves as
Iran’sonly oceanicportand

cooperation, Deputy .

Minister of road and consists of two separate

urban development for gzgitarnian;eril glﬁ:ﬁig

transportation Shahram . .

Ademmedad  gefd  om Beheshti, each of which has

Tuesda five berths.

Durin Y 2 meeting via Chabahar is directly or
. 5 J indirectly located on

videoconference, both . . .

sides examined the international main roads

and canturninto one ofthe

moststrategictransit points
inthe world.
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NIOCCould
Double Qil Qutput
ifUS Siege Is Lifted:
Zanganeh

The National Iranian Oil
Companyaimsto produce
4.5 million barrels a day
of oiland gas condensate
inthe nextcalendaryear
startingon March 21, the
oilministertoldlawmakers
onSaturday.

“We will increase oil
exports to 2.3 million
barrels a day provided
the USeasessanctionson
the energy sector,” Bijan
Namdar Zanganeh was
quotedassayingby IRNA.
Theprojected exportsare
expected to cover 25% of
thenationalbudgetforthe
yearendingMarch 2022 --
asignthatthegovernment
isreducingdependence on
oilincome, hesaid

Iran’s oil production
capacityhasalmosthalved
to 1.9 million barrels a
day since Donald Trump
withdrew from the Iran
nucleardealin2018and
announced tough new
sanctions that have the
formofaneconomicsiege.
“We areready to double
oilproductioninthe next
year!”

Exports, as high as 2.6
millionbarrelsadaythree
yearsago, have dropped
tojust133,000,according
to data compiled by
Bloomberg.

Almost all of Iran’s
shipments go to China.
Extra exports from Iran,
thenewsagency claimed,
would cause problems for
OPEC+, which is trying
tokeep outputdownand
bolster pricesintheface of
the coronavirus pandemic.
While Iran is an OPEC+
member, the organization
has exempted it from
production cutsduetothe
sanctionsanditseconomic
hardship.
President-elect Joe
Biden, whois scheduled
tobe sworninon]an. 20,
has signaled he wants to
bringthe USbackintothe
historic agreement that
was brokered when he
wasvice presidentunder
BarackObama.

Still, some traders doubt
Washington will be
inclined to allow more
[ranianexportsatatime
when oil demand is
constrained by the virus,
Bloombergsaid.
“lamnotoftheviewthatwe
are goingtoseetoomuch
Iranianoilinthemarket”in
2021,Mike Muller;thehead
of Asiafor Vitol,theworld’s
biggestindependent oil
trader,saidinaninterview
Sunday with Dubai-
based consultant Gulf
Intelligence.



ministersand political directors of the JCPOA partiesinorder (5+41) and endorsed by the UN

to discussthe process ofimplementation ofthe JCPOAand Security Council Resolution
Address Obstacles to Fulfillment of the obstacles to the fulfillment of commitments by the JCPOA  2231.

o Commitments parties,” henoted. However, US President Donald
\

Al The Wednesday meeting of the Joint Commission ofthe Joint ~ Like many otherinternational events, the meetingwillbe ~ Trump unilaterally pulled

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) is goingtodiscussthe held through videoconference because of the COVID-19 ~ Washington outofthe nuclear

obstacles to the fulfillment of commitments by the signatories, ~restrictions, Khatibzadehnoted. dealin May 2018 andreinstated
anIranian spokesman said. The meetingis planned to be chaired on behalfof EU High  the anti-Iranian sanctions that
Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh ~ Representative Josep Borrell by the Secretary-Generalofthe  hadbeenlifted by the deal.

on Wednesday gave details of the agenda of the JCPOA Joint  European External Action Service Helga Maria Schmid. As theremaining European parties
Commission meeting, settobe held viavideolinksat13:30 Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Seyed have failed to fulfill their commitments to

local time. Abbas Araqchiis goingtolead the Iranian delegationinthe the accord and compensate for Washington’s absence,
“Thisisan Ordinaryand regu]armeeting ofthe]CPOAloint onlinemeeting. Iran moved in May 2019 to scale back its JCPOA
Commission thatis held quarterly at the level of deputy TheJCPOAwassignedin2015betweenIranandthe Group commitments.

JCPOA Commission Setto

|
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Biden administration to seek to somewhat
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Trump Aide l' - 2 h I E
Lrump Aide normalize ties with Iran;s Kixpert Top Lawmakers Discuss Iran
rienouts ]
Europe Trip _ NN\ Russia ParliamentaryTies
Shortto Deal eGP eltlelis s Gl The speaker of the Iranian Parliament and the
. r some implicationsregarding foreign policy chairman of Russia’s State Duma weighed plans
with Cybel' Hack concerningIran," a political science professor for the expansion of parliamentary cooperation

White House national saystoILNAinan exclusive interview. between the two countries.

security adviser Robert
O’Brien on Tuesday cut
shorta Europeantripand
returned to Washington
to deal with asuspected
Russian cyber hack, a
senior administration
official said.

The sweeping attacks
prompted the  US
Departmentof Homeland
Securityand thousands of
businesses to scramble to
investigate and respond
to the hacking campaign
thatofficials suspect was
directed by the Russian
government.
O’Brien “is holding NSC
meetings tonight and
tomorrow morning and
will convene a high-level
interagency meeting this
week,” National Security
Council spokesman John
Ullyotsaid.

A bipartisan group of
US senators, including
the top Republican and
Democratic members
ofthe Senate commerce
panel, wrotealetter to the
directors ofthe FBI and
the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security
Agency requesting a
reportaboutthe extent of
the attacks.

Citing people familiar
with the matter, Reuters
reported on Sunday that
hackers backed by a
foreign governmenthad
beenmonitoringinternal
email traffic at the US
Treasury Department
and the Commerce
Department’s National
Telecommunications
and Information
Administration,anagency
thatdecidesinternetand
telecommunications
policy.

Technology company
SolarWinds, which was
the key steppingstone
used by the hackers,
said up to 18,000
of its customers
had downloaded a
compromised software
update that allowed
hackers to spy unnoticed
on businesses and
agencies for almostnine
months.

In their letter, the
senators asked for,
among other things, a
listofall federal agencies
that are customers
of SolarWinds, the
categories and quantities
of data that were
susceptible to hacking,
and any confirmed cases of
unauthorized access.

NEWS

_EEZEM  talked about the

M i k e
Hollingsworth
political science
professor at the
University of
South Alabama

U.S Presidential electionand
theresults ofthatelection to
theinternational community.
TheUSprofessorbelieves that
with a new administration
the USwill be morelikely to
negotiate and lift sanctions.
Hollingsworth refers to the
future of Iran's nuclear deal
andsays “Bidenhasexpressed
adesiretoreturningtosome
semblance ofthe 2015 deal
thatthe United Stateshad with
Iran and various European
powers.”

Below is Hollingsworth's
interview with ILNA news
agency:

Q: The Electoral College
decisively confirmed Joe Biden
onMondayasthenation'snext
president,but Donald Trump
hassaid he'll continueto fight
theelectionresults. How will
thesenew conditionsaffectUS
domesticpolicy?

A: Thismostrecentelection
has been contentious and
fraught with multiple
problems that led many to
question thelegitimacy ofthe
election. Thereis currently
intense political polarization
inthe United Statesaswellas
many newvoting procedures
putinto place in areas that
didnotpreviouslyhavelarge-
scalemail-inballotprograms.
There is an increased
concentration of support for
certainpolitical parties within
largerpopulation centersand
lessheterogeneity amongst
counties throughouttherest
ofthe country.Manyarguethat

election since 1876. An
analysis of the voting shows
thatamajority didnotsupport
TrumportheRepublicanParty,
butthereisalsonowidespread

support for sweeping
progressivemovementseither.
Thiswill force the Democratic
Party to emphasize more
centrist policies. The main
concerns for the electorate
seemedtobe COVID-19 and
the economy. People are
relatively shortsighted inthe
United Stateswhenitcomesto
politics. Whatever popsupon
thenews quicklybecomesthe
mainconcern.

Q: Andhowabout U.S foreign
policy?

A: The incoming
administration has not
addressed foreign policy a
greatdeal. Therelikelywillbea
fundamental changein foreign
policy.Someindividualsargue
thatan “AmericaFirst” policy
isbad forthe countryand the
world. Thisisnotnecessarily
true, but isolationism and
retrenchmentis notreallya
good optionand hopefully, this
willbeavoided. My opinionis
thatthe Bidenadministration
will seek to somewhat
normalize ties with [ranand
preventany future problems.
Thesuccessofthisdependson
thelranianreaction. Asfaras
othercountriesare concerned,
the U.S.will probablyrejoin
certainaccordslike the Paris

thisisthe most contentious

No Differencebetween Biden,
Trump, Says Daughterof Martyr

Soleimani

Thetakeover ofthe White House by President-elect]oe Bidenand
the departure of Donald Trump is unlikely to bring change in US
policy towards Tehran, said the daughter of Iran’s top anti-terror
commander, Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimani, who was
martyredinJanuary:‘There’snodifference between Bidenand Trump,
theyare the same guy. They are following the same policy, there’sno

Bidensupportedthat,sothere’snodifference,’Zeinab Soleimanitold
RTinaninterviewtobeaired on Wednesday.Still, Biden’sbackground

Obama’s administration thatfacilitated the creation of the Daesh
terroristgroupand sentthewhole Middle Eastinto turmoil. Moreover,

decadesalready, sheargued,and the change of the figurehead in the
White House doesnotreallymatter:
“The problemwehavewith Americaistheirpolicy, thiswillnotchange.

accordand othertrivial things,
butthebiggest foreign policy
questionsare whetherthere
will be a bigger emphasis
ondiplomacy and coalition
buildingand whatwillthe U.S.
doregarding China.

Q:Iran’s president said the
next U.S. administration
should use the opportunity
to compensate for President
Donald Trump’s mistakes.
HowaBidenpresidency could
change USrelationswith Iran?
A: 1 believe the change in
administration has some
implications  regarding
foreignpolicy concerninglran.
Foreign policy willmostlikely
resemblealiberalistapproach
thatwas prominentduring
the Obama administration.
Bidenhasexpressedadesire
toreturntosome semblance
of the 2015 deal that the
United States had with Iran
andvarious Europeanpowers.
Whetherthisactuallyhappens
depends on what Iran’s
negotiating goals are and
whattheirresponseisto U.S.
involvementintheagreement.
Iran has its own elections
coming up nextyear which
could create someissues.

Q: Is Tehran also ready to
reduce tensions with the
United States?

A: The U.S. will most likely
seektoreenter somekind of
monitored nuclearagreement
with Iran. As faras Iranian

Theyarethesamepeople, withthesamemind, the sameway.Andeach
oneisworsethantheotherone,’Zeinab furthersaid.

General Soleimaniwas the former commander ofthe Quds Force of
[ran’sIslamicRevolution Guards Corps (IRGC). He wasassassinated
byaUSstrikeonJanuary 3,whenhewasonanofficial visittothe Iraqi
capital Baghdad. Hittinghis convoy, the barbaricassaultalsoled tothe
martyrdomofmany others,includingAbuMahdial-Muhandis,deputy
commander ofIraq’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) or Hashd al-
Sha’abianti-terrorforce.Trump'sdecisiontoordertheassassination of
General Soleimanistemmed fromthe factthatherfatherjeopardized
USplansintheregion, invoking furyin Washington, Zeinab said.
difference between them. Trump ordered thekillingof myfather,but ~ “My father did hisjob so welland made them so angry. You are
seeingeveryplantheyare makinginthe Middle Eastis destroyed.
Everywheretheyaretryingtoenterand hurtIrantheyfail. Of course,
leavesalotofroomfordoubt,accordingtoher,whosaiditwasBarack ~ forthemmy fatherisabigmonster, butmy fatherisasavior".
Theassassination of General Soleimani, however, did not constitutea
victory forthe US, butactuallybackfired, his daughtersaid. Itinvoked
US policy towards Iran has remained pretty much the same for ~ moreangerandhatredtowardsWashingtoninlIran,aswellasinother
countries ofthe region. Thekillinghas made more people wantto
followin General Soleimani’s stepsand fightthe US, she warned.
“After killing my father, America thought that everything willbe

foreign policy, [ don’tknow
ifthere will be any changes
in that. Much of that might
depend on the outcome of
Iran’s elections next year.
Foreign policy should change
in Iran, as the current path
will not lead to anything
good for the country or the
people. Therecentaddition
of centrifuge clustersand the
attempttobringanew type of
centrifuge onlinearenotgood
ifcontinued afternegotiations
resume.
Q:Isthereapossibility of war
iftensionsrise orthenextU.S
administration only seeks
toresolve this crisis through
negotiations?

A:NoWestern power wants
togetinvolvedina full-scale
warwith Iran. Itis simplynot
worthit. No Middle Eastern
power wants to go to war
either. Limited attacks are,
however, a real possibility
depending on whatactions
Irantakesinthe future. There
areseveralkeyissuesthatneed
to be addressed, hopefully
throughnegotiation. These
include Iranian support for
insurgentgroupsand nuclear
development.Ithinkthe main
concentration ofnegotiations
willbeonthenuclearprogram
and economic sanctions.
Europe would prefer the
economic sanctions to be
lifted sothey could haveanew
marketforgoods.

In a telephone conversation on Tuesday,
Mohammad Bagqger Qalibaf and Vyacheslav
Viktorovich Volodin stressed the need to enhance
parliamentary collaboration between the two
nations, IRNAreported, citinga statement from the
Russian Duma.

Inthe phone conversation, Volodin called for the
developmentof Moscow-Tehran cooperation, which
he hailed as strategicinnature.

Expressing satisfaction with the high-level
parliamentary meetings and negotiations between
Russia and Iran, Volodin said such relations
have played animportantrole in developingand
facilitatingbilateral relations.

The chairman of Dumaalso noted that the Russian
parliamentand governmentare ready to continue
cooperation for the expansion of political,
parliamentary, economic,and cultural interaction
withIran.

For his part, Qalibaf hailed the strategic ties
between Tehran and Moscow, voicing the Iranian
Parliament’sreadiness to broadenrelations with
Russia."Given theimportant position of the Russian
Federationand the Islamic RepublicofIran,as well
astheabundant capacities of the two countries, the
two sides can playamore commonrole invarious
fields," IRNA quoted him as saying.

Iranian Deputy FM Denies
Rumoron Meeting with
Biden’s Envoy

Iranian Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi
dismissed speculation thathe may have met with
arepresentative of US president-electJoe Biden
duringavisitto Oman.

Providing details ofhisrecenttrip to the Sultanate
of Oman, Araqchisaid on Tuesday thatthe stories
aboutameetingwith therepresentative of Bidenin
Muscatrenothingbutfantasy.

“The story makers talking about imaginary
meetings seem to have no properunderstanding of
the current conditions,” headded.

Araqchisaid he arrived in Oman on Monday fora
4-hourvisitin order to take partin the 7th meeting
of Iran-Oman Committee of Strategic Consultations.
“larrived (in Muscat) at 8 am and met with Omani
Foreign Minister Mr. Badr Al Busaidiat9 am. The
Strategic Consultations Committee beganat 10
until 12:30 and signing of a memorandum of
understanding. Flight to Shiraz with Taban Airline
at13andthento Tehran,”the deputy ministeradded.
Describingthe visitas “intensive and very fruitful”,
Araqchisaid Iran’srelations with Oman among
the Persian Gulfstates have been always of special
significance.

stopped
because theykilled General

Soleimani, the power ofthe Middle East. Buttheyaresowrong,’

Zeinab said. “Theyare so wrongin thinking this will be the end of
General Soleimani, thisisthe beginning”
Zeinab Soleimani also touched upon one of the mostrecenthostile
actsagainstIran-thekillingofthe country’sleadingnuclearscientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, who was assassinated near Tehran latein
November. Thosebehind the murderare certainly “nothuman’,given
howthescientistwasslainin cold blood for merely working for his
country,shesaid.




Leadertoreceive organizers of Soleimani's martyrdom anniv.
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khameneiis scheduled
to meet with the organizers of the commemoration ceremony of the first

martyrdomanniversary of Lt. Gen. Soleimani.

Ontheeve ofthe firstanniversary of the martyrdom of Lt. General Qasem
Soleimaniand Abu Mahdial-Muhandis, agroup of organizers of the anniversary
ceremonyand the family of Martyr Soleimaniwill meetwith the Ayatollah Khamenei
today.

20000 Rials

The US terroristforces assassinated Lt. General Qasem Soleimani, who was among the key figures

inthe fightagainstterrorismin Syriaand Iraqin the pastseveral years,and Abu Mahdial-Muhandis,
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Morning call to prayer:

President Hassan Rouhani
onthe 2015nucleardeal as
positive,emphasizingthatthe
upcoming USadministration
o is prepared to restore the
nuclear agreement.Daryl
Kimball, Chairman of the
Arms Control Association,

05:32:55 told IRNA in an exclusive
Noon call to prayer: interview that a new
11:59:40 presidentwillenterthe White

Evening call to prayer:

17:19:14

WEATHER

Housewhoissupportingthe
nucleardeal.

The Washington-based
analystunderlined thatthe
presidencyofJoe Bidenwould
beanimportantopportunity
forboth Iranand the United
States to implement their
commitments under the
deal,whichis called the Joint
Comprehensive Planof Action
(JCPOA).

the second-in-command of Iraq’s pro-government Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) inanairstrike
ordered by US President Donald Trump at Baghdad'’s international airporton January 3,2020.

Iran's HI Economic Growth
Positive

Scholar: Iran favors turning regional security into
win-win status

South Alabama University Professor Nader Entesar said thatIran

isafter turning the safeguard regional security into a collective

win-winresponsibility forall countriesin the region, while Arab

countries seeitasazero-sumgame.

“The foundation-stone of Arab countries’
normalization of relations with Israel was
setacouple ofdecades ago and today we are
witnessing the results of that process, which
seems to be continuous and some other Arab
countries will join that move in near future,”
Professor Entesartold the IRNA Political Deskin
anexclusive interview on Wednesday.

** Arabworld’sunitylost
Focusingonthereasons forthe domino-effect of
the Arab countriesjoiningthe peace processwith
the Zionistregime of Israel, Entesar pointed to
two majorreasons, namely thelostunityamong
the Arab countries, and even the lost meaning
forthe Arabworld under the current conditions.
The top Middle East affairs political analyst
said thatthe top priority for the Arab countries’
leadersisto strengthen their ownregimes,
not focusing on such Pan-Arab issues as the
Palestinian issue, or campaign against
colonialism.

“Infact, theleadersofsuch countriesas Emirates,

Bahrainand other Arab countriesintheregion
seetheirrelations withIsraelinthe framework
of strengthening their ownregimes,aswell as
viewing Israel as a gate for shaping up more
amicable relations with the western countries,
and particularly the United States,” headded.
Professor Entesar said the anti-Iran stands
adopted by some Arab countriesare mostly due
tothesekinds of tendencies, especially in the
Persian Gulfregion.

“They consider normalization of relations with
Israel as the mostimportant factor of their
foreign policy,and the prerequisites for thatare
havingantagonistapproachtowardsIranaswell
assegregatingthe Tehran government,” he said.
**Bidento pursue normalization Arabworldties
withIsrael

The political analyst said that the upcoming
Bidenadministration with continue President
Trump’s efforts for encouraging as many Arab
countriestonaturalize relations with Israel, as
theissueisatop priority forboththerepublicans
and democrats.

The South Alabama University professor
said the holding talks between Iran and the
regional countries under such conditions that
theyareincreasingly gettinginclined towards
normalization ties with Israel isan extremely
difficulttask for the Iranian diplomats.

Development,
TestingofNukes

Should End:
Iranian Envoy

Iran’s envoy to the international
organizationsin Viennacalled foran
endtothedevelopmentand testing
ofnuclear weapons as the firststep
towardsnucleardisarmament.

“Iran supports the objectives
stipulated in the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) with
the ultimate goal of disarmament,
as well as general and complete

disarmament under strict and
effective international control,”
Kazem Gharibabadisaidinanaddress
tothe 55th Session ofthe Preparatory
Commission forthe Comprehensive
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) in
Viennaon Tuesday.

“We also strongly believe that
stopping all explosive tests of
nuclear weaponsand othernuclear
explosions, as well as ending the
quantitative development and
qualitative improvementofthese
weapons, isthefirstnecessary step
towardsnucleardisarmament,” he
added.

The Iranian envoy also censured

Washington’sapproach onthenon-
proliferation regime and expressed
concernover the possibility ofthe US
conductingnuclear testexplosions,
saying the move undermines
international peaceand security.
Gharibabadistressed thatapossible
resumption of the tests would
breach atreaty onthe moratorium
onsuch practices,and also violates
the nuclear disarmament and
non-proliferation efforts, Press TV
reported.

Elsewhere in his remarks, the
ambassador touched on Saudi
Arabia’snuclear programand called
onthekingdomtojointhe NPT.

JCPOA joint commission's 1st meeting in post-
Trumpera

The JCPOA Joint Commission meeting will be held today (on

Wednesday) in the presence of the delegations of Iran and the

P1+4 groupviavideoconferenceinaquite differentatmosphere

affected by Trump's failure in the US Presidential election as

well as hisinability to advance his maximum pressure policy

towards Iran.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister for Political
Affairs Abbas Araqchiwillbeleadingthe Iranian
delegationinthe meeting ofthe 2015 nuclear
deal’sJoint Commissionscheduled for December
16 (today) viavideoconference.
Theupcomingwebinarwillbeheld atthelevel of
Foreign Ministry deputiesand political directors
of the remaining parties to the agreement,
formally called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action,namelyIran, China, Russia, the UK, France
and Germany.
The]JointCommissionmeetingwillbe chairedon
behalfof European Union High Representative
Josep Borrellby Secretary-General of European
External Action Service Helga Schmid.

The European Unionhad previouslyannounced
themeeting, notingthatitsagendawillfocuson
effortstomaintain the JCPOA, effective ways to
fullyimplementtheagreementbyall partiesand
gettingready to exchange views at ministerial
level.

The previous meeting of the Joint Commission
washeldinSeptemberatthe Palais CoburgHotel
inVienna.

***European Union External Action Service
statement

Earlier on November 30, the European Union
External Action Servicesaid inastatementthat
themeetingwillbeheldin Vienna.
“AmeetingoftheJoint Commission ofthe Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) will
take placeinViennaon 16 December. TheJoint
Commissionwillbe chaired onbehalfof EU High
Representative Josep Borrell by the Secretary
General ofthe European External Action Service
Helga Maria Schmid and will be attended by
therepresentatives of E3+2 countries (China,
France, Germany, Russia, United Kingdom) and
Iran,”the EU statementsaid.

According to the statement, the meeting will
discusswaystopreservethe 2015 Irannuclear
deal.

“Participants will discuss ongoing work to
preserve the JCPOA and how to ensure the full
and effectiveimplementation of the agreement
byallsides,includingin preparation ofexchanges
atMinisterial Level,” the statementsaid.

*** JCPOA joint commission meeting;
Opportunitiesand challenges
Thisisthefirstmeeting ofthe Joint Commission
afterJoe Bidenwonthe U.S. presidential election
inearly November. Duringhiselection campaign,
Biden has said thathe willjoin the JCPOA ifhe
winstheelection.

“I will offer Tehran a credible path back to
diplomacy.IfIranreturnstostrict compliance
with the nuclear deal, the United States would
rejoin the agreementas a starting point for
follow-onnegotiations. With ourallies, we will
worktostrengthenand extend thenucleardeal's
provisions,whilealsoaddressingotherissuesof
concern,” then-presidential candidate Bidensaid
inanop-edfor CNNinmid-September.
Bidenreaffirmed supportforthe nuclear deal
after the election, saying he still stands by
hisviews onthe 2015 Iran nuclear deal that
werearticulated in the mid-September op-ed.
However, Biden said itwould be hard to rejoin
the]CPOA.

Inthe currentcircumstances, thisis the first
meeting of the Joint Commission after Joe
Bidenwonthe U.S.presidential electioninearly
Novemberand he goes to the White House in
January,expectationsand claims of themembers
ischanged.

Bidenand histeam have chosennotthe Trump
and Obamabutthe moderate way and unlike
Trump's government, Biden and his team
memberssuchas Tony Blinken and Jake Sullivan
haveworked hard toalign with Europeansinthe
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,so,asinthe
Obamatenure, we will see consonance of Both
sidesofthe Atlantic.

The meetingisan opportunity toreview the
implementationoftheJCPOAasfarasnuclearand
sanctions-relatedissuesare concerned.
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