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Iran, India, Uzbekistan to
holdmeetingon Chabahar

Indianforeign ministryannouncedthatthe 1sttrilateral
meetingamong Iran, India, and Uzbekistan onIran's
Chabahar Portwillbeheld onlineonDec. 14.
Thefirsttrilateral working group meeting willbe held
virtually on December 14 and will bejointly chaired by
deputyministersofIranand Uzbekistanand asecretary
fromIndia, Hindustan Timesreported.
Theannouncementcameaday after Uzbek President
Shavkat Mirziyoyev proposed during a summit with
Prime Minister NarendraModithatatrilateral meeting
shouldbeheldwithIranto promote Chabaharport.
Thereporthighlighted that "India currently operates
one of the terminals of Chabahar port that it has
developed. Thestrategicprojecthasbeengivenawaiver
from sanctionsimposed by the US onIranin view of
itsimportance in shipping cargo and humanitarian
assistanceto Afghanistan.”

“Indiawelcomes theinterestof Uzbekistan to use the
Chabahar portasatransitport,” the external affairs
ministrysaidinastatementaccordingtothesamereport.
“Thiswould open up economic opportunities for the
tradersand business community ofthe region. Besides
Uzbekistan, other Central Asian countries havealso
showninterestinusingthe port.Indiaseekstocooperate
closely with regional countries on this issue,” the
statementadded.

Following the India-Uzbekistan Summit on Friday,
Adarsh Swaika, jointsecretary (Eurasia) in the Indian
external affairsministry, said the twosideshad discussed
how to overcome the lack of overland connectivity.
Mirziyoyev gave hisin-principle concurrencetojoining
the International North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) whenModireiteratedaproposalonUzbekistan’s
participationintheproject.

“We...would welcome any initiative thatincreases
connectivity between Afghanistanand Uzbekistan or
withother Central Asian countries,” Swaikasaid.
Chabahar Port, the only Iranian ocean port, isastrategic
port with unique opportunities that can attract
investmentsfromIranianand foreign privatesectors.
The developmentofthe Chabahar Portisimportantfor
the economicdevelopmentofregional countriesand
itisworthnotingthatendorsingregional agreements
withneighboring countriesare crucial forIranso thatit
canincreaseitstransitsharetoconnecttheshoresofthe
Indian Oceanto Russia, northern Central Asia,and the
Caucasus.

Astrakhanseeks Iran
partnershipincarryingout
infrastructure projects

Thegovernor of Astrakhan Region, Russia,inameeting
with new Iranian Consul-General Mehdi Akouchakian
soughtlranianpartnershipin carryingoutinfrastructural
projectsand economicactivitiesintheregion.
InvitingIranto participatein carryingoutinfrastructure
projectsintheregion, Igor Babushkin said that 80% of
goodspassingthrough Astrakhanareindirection ofIran
transitroute.

Babushkin added that the mostimportant field of
cooperationbetweenIranand Astrakhanisdevelopment
ofNorth-South Corridor.He also suggested thatIran can
usethecapabilitiesof the new shippinglineinthe Caspian
Seaforcargoshipment,addingthat Astrakhan canmake
ships for Iran and participate in meat exportto Iran.
Healsosaid thateducational and cultural cooperation
isanother field that canbe expanded.He said that 170
Iranian companiesare active in Astrakhan,adding that
thetradebetween Iranand Astrakhanregionamounted
toabouttwomilliontonsofvariousgoodsinthepastnine
monthsof2020.Akouchakian said in the meeting that
many oftherecommended field are supported by Iran
andthatlraniantradersareinterested to participatein
agriculturein Astrakhan.
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Iran-Ankaraeconomic ties run with no
problem; Turkish Official

Chairman of Iran-Turkey Business Council says any

country hasits own customs laws and regulations

and recommends economic activists to have a

check-listin order thattheir goods donotface delay

ordamage attheborder checkpoint customs.

Osman AKksoy
pointed to the
continuation of

=

B A'BY bordercheckpoint
NEWS customs activities
EEE ofIran and Turkey,

addingthatevery
country has its own
customsregulationsand
traders should be familiar
withitin order to avoid
any delay or damage for
therelease or transit of
theirgoods.
He urged Iranian
officials and managers
of companies to be well
aware of problems
and regulations and if
some problem happens
despite completing their
necessary documents,
the councilwilldoitsbest
toresolveit.

addingthatatthattime beentargetedbytheU.S. to high potentials for
companies wereunable sanctions. economic cooperation
tosend their goodsbut He went on to say that between Iran and
since June 4, borders currentlyagroproducts, Turkey,sayingthatlran
reopened. medical equipment, isafavorablemedicine
He also said that detergents, and market, and if both
U.S. sanctions were respiratorymachinesare countriescanreachan
intensified from May 18, exemptedfromsanctions agreement, Turkey can

2018, and since a major
partoflran’s exportsis
under sanctions, small
space for trade with Iran
hasleftopen.

The Turkish official

and Turkish producers
can export them to
Iran but according to
the U.S. sanctions, the
Turkish side should be
assured thatits product

export a considerable
amount of medicine to
[ran.

He also pointed to the
effects ofthe coronavirus
pandemic on bilateral

. reiterated that isobtainedbyordinary relations, saying that

Aksoy pointed to the . . o . .

closure of borders production, textile, citizensandIranwould besides sanctions, the

miningand construction, notre-exportittoanother pandemichasalsohadits
between Iran and

Turkev on February 23 and the whole Iran country. impacts on Iran-Turkey

y yas banking system have Aksoy also pointed economicrelations.

o thatIran’s mostimportant its railway network, doing through which we are also
.Constru.ctlve export markets are in its bilateral and multilateral connectedtoKazakhstan.
imteractions neighboring countries. “Iran  interactions with them. Raziborderrailway connects
with world has15neighborsandisinthis “In the southeast, through Iran with Turkey and the

. o respectoneofthetopcounties Mirjaveh bordercity, Iranis Iranian trains also go to

thl'll llllklllg intheworld.Infact,oneofthe connectedtoPakistan;inthe EuropethruTurkey.”
Iran loailways pivotalissues focusedonin east, throughSarakhsweare Thelranianrailway network
toneichborin, our country’scomprehensive connected to Turkmenistan isalsoconnectedtolranand
oneig 0 g long-termdevelopmentplans and the eastern countries, Syria,andthrough thereto

countries

Iran newspaper in its
Saturday Issue has suggested
completion of Iran’s railway
network links with all
neighboring countries
to achieve constructive
interactions with the world in
thetransportation field.

In its article by economic
analystand formerroadsand
transportations minister
Akbar Torkan the daily wrote

is constructive interactions
with the world,” wrote
Torkan, adding that each
sector must play its ownrole
tomeetthatend.Constructive
interaction with the world
in the transportation field
means our bilateral links and
interactions with all world
countries mustbe active and
properly functioning. Iranis
already connected to almost
all its neighbors through

as well as the Central Asian
countries such as Tajikistan
and Kyrgyzstan. In Lotfabad
border before Bajgiran
Turkmenistan’s  railway
is connected to the Iranian
railway, which is not yet
connected to the country’s
railway network, but
commercial transactions
are taking place and our next
railway connection with
TurkmenistanisIncheboun,

the Mediterranean region
via Kermanshah-Khoravi-
Khaneqinrailway.

The  Chabahar-Zahedan
railway, too, will be completed
before President Ruhani’s
second term ends this spring
and thus Iranian railways’
connections with the whole
world will be completed,
ensuring Iran’s strategic
statusasamajortransithubin
thisregion.
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Iranianexportsto
Eurasiafrom Iran's
Astaraportriseby
11%

Despite the US cruel sanctions
and EU’s lack of commitment
to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA), Iran’s
cooperation with Eurasia
has provided a broad range
of opportunities for Tehran,
includingregional trade and
boosting Iranian non-oil
exports.According to official
reports, despite the corona
pandemic, the volume of
Eurasia’seconomictrade with

[ranisincreasing.
Accordingly, Eurasia’s trade
volume with Iran during the
past eight months of 2020
reached two billion dollars,
showinga 2% increase year-
on-year and the increase is
duetolran’s 230bnincreased
importsfromthe Eurasiaregion,
whichis mainly comprised of
agriculturalitemsin bilateral
trade.Unprocessedagricultural
items and foodstuff with a
$939m share comprise 80% of
Eurasia’s exportstoIran, while
Iran’s $575m exports to those
countries (68 ofIran’sexports),
mainly comprised of fruitsand
driednuts.
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What's News

COVID-19
diagnostickitson
agenda: Official
Director of Health
Technology Development
Office of Iranian Ministry
of Health and Medical
Education  Hossein
Vatanpourtold IRNA on
Saturday thatexporting
surplus production of
COVID-19diagnostickits
is on the agenda of the
[ranianknowledge-based
companies.

Vatanpour said thatthe
priority of the Ministry
Healthisto provide the
domestic needs, but
the knowledge-based
companies can export
their products after
receivingthe necessary
permits.

He said that with
introduction of rapid
diagnostics testkits, up
to 100,000 testscanbe
conducted in a week,
addingthatthekitswere
taken complementary to
theothermeansofcorona
teststoimprovescreening
capacity.

The new kits have
been produced by
the knowledge based
enterprisesorresearch
centersand havereceived
productionlicense from
the Ministry of Heath, he
said.

Regarding the Iranian
COVID-19 vaccines, he
said that one of [ranian
vaccinesis expected to
undergohumantestingby
mid-springand be mass-
producedbylate summer
orearlyfall.

Thehead ofthe Strategic
Technologies Center
said on December 5
that Iranian hospitals
have been equipped
with  domestically-
developedventilatorsand
coronavirus diagnostic
kits.

Esmaeil Qaderifar told
IRNA thatthree Iranian
knowledge-based
enterprises are making
atleast40-50ventilators
aday, thatisabout 1,000
amonth.

Qaderifarsaid that with
thehelp ofthe knowledge
enterprises, Iran has
madebigachievements
in manufacturing
ventilators and
coronavirus diagnostic
kits.

Hesaid thatIranisable
toexportthe two above-
mentioned products
and three-ply masks,
adding that the export
can be done whenever
the Ministry ofHealthand
the National Task Force
Against Coronavirus
authorizestheexport.
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TAEAsshall
remain
independent,
impartial:
Gharibabadi
Iran's Ambassador and
PermanentRepresentative
to International
Organizationsin Vienna
Kazem Gharibabadiina
message on Saturday
urged the IAEA to be
independent, professional
andimpartial.

"Now, itis obviousthatto
whomthe Late DGAmano
was referring on 30 Jan
2019:Ifattemptsaremade
to micro-manage or put
pressure onthe @iaeaorg
in nuclear verification,
thatis counter-productive
and extremely harmful,"
Gharibabadi wrote in
his Twitter account on
Saturday.

"The Agency shallremain
independent, professional
andimpartial,"headded.
"We should all reject
thesepressureswhichare
detrimentaltotheinterests
of whole international
community,"henoted.
Earlier, Trump
administration’s envoy
for Iran Elliott Abrams
in an interview with
Zionist-American media
‘Algemeiner Journal'said
"Thereneedstobealotof
international coordination.
Without the “maximum
pressure” campaign, Ithink
youwould notbe seeing
thekind of coordinationin
cooperationyouareseeing
between Israel, Bahrain
and the United Arab
Emirates."
That'sveryimportant. We
also need coordination
with the Europeans,
particularly the British,
French and Germans,
whowereinvolved in the
negotiation with Iranin
2015, tokeepthepressure
onthelAEA [International
Atomic Energy Agency].
Sothereare anumber of
places youneed to keep
the pressure on in the
region, and you need to
keepitontheIAEAabout
nuclearactivities. And you
need tokeep the economic
pressureon.”

Meanwhile earlier,
Gharibabadisaid providing
anyassessmentoranalysis
is out of the mandate of
the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).
Gharibabadiwrote on his
official Twitter account
that the UN nuclear
agency’s sole role is to
monitor and verify the
voluntarynuclear-related
measures as detailed in
the]CPOA and to provide
regular updates in this
regard.

MP: Noforeign interference capable of

affecting Tehran-Baku ties
Anlranianlawmaker said on Saturday that foreigners cannotaffect
brotherly relations between Iran and Azerbaijan by meddling
intheir bilateral relations.Tehran-Baku ties are too strong to be
affected by any third country, Ghani Nazari Khangah told IRNA.He
said suchrelations would notbe damaged through meddlesome
remarks.Commenting on recent remarks made by Turkey's
President Tayyip Erdoganin Baku, the lawmaker said the Turkish
Presidentshouldread historyto find outthat Azerbaijanhasbeen
partoflranbutwas separated from the Iranian soil after the 1828
Turkmenchai Treaty.

“Pres. Erdogan was notinformed that what heill-recited in Baku

refers to the forcible separation of areas north of Aras from the
Iranian motherland. Didn'therealize thathe wasundermining the
sovereignty of the Republic of Azerbaijan? NO ONE can talkabout
OURDbeloved Azerbaijan,” the Iranian Foreign Minister tweeted
inarelated development.The Iranianlawmaker further said that
President Erdogan should know that Turkey owes its today life
tothe braveness and sacrifice of the Iranian youth.They were the
Iranians who saved Turkey and Iraq when the two neighboring
countries were exposed to threats by the terroristgroup of Daesh
(ISIS), the parliamentarian stressed, adding thatitwas Iran that
gave tranquility to the regional people.

[tisbetter for the Turkish presidentto study the history in order
towell find outwhatsort of fate awaits those who had coveted the
[raniansoil and territorial integrity, the lawmakerunderlined.

Expertsays normalizing ties with Israel
amounts to acceptance of occupation

Leadinglawyer, strategist & communications

expertElizabeth Myers said thatnormalizing

ties with Israel amounts to acceptance of

occupation citing Morocco's decision to

normalize relations with the Zionistregime.

"While the
moves of
normalization
ofrelations are
good for the
countries and
_EEZM  of course for
Israel,inthelongtermin
my view they exacerbate & 2
the marginalization ofthe intheregion.
Palestinian people and "The

He went on to say that Iran took
a clear stance on the 44-day
conflictbetween Armenia and
Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-
Karabakhregion.

Erdogan traveled to Baku on
Thursday (December 10)
to attend a military parade of
Azerbaijaniforces on the occasion of
theliberation ofthe Armenian-occupied
territories.At the ceremony, whichwas also attended

by Azerbaijan's President Ilham Aliyev, Erdogan recited a piece of
poetryincluding separatist sentimentsaboutthe Aras River which
runsalongthe Iran-Azerbaijan border.
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Syria calls for closing
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King as the capital of Israel,
King Mohammed VI

chemical file completely: Al-

Jaafari

Syria hasreiterated the necessity of closing
chemical file completely and getting it out of
political tricks and misleadingmediaasithasmet
allitsobligationsregardingitsjoiningto Chemical
Weapons Conventionin2013.

“Ilistened with greatinterestto the statements of
the member states’ envoys,and while [ reiterate
my country’sappreciation for the stances ofthe
member states thatadhere to the principles
of International law and the provisions ofits
Charter, and Syria’s condemnation of the use
of chemical weapons and other weapons of
mass destruction atany time, place and under
any circumstances, I stress again that the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weaponsisatechnical organization, butithas
turned from a technical organization, which

undermine the potential
for having a 2-state
solution, the desired
outcome so far supported
by not only the US but
alsointhe UN," Myers told
IRNA.

"These actions in effect
legitimize Israel's
continuing occupation
and continuing expansion
of settlements in the
occupied territories
by reducing and/or
removing the former
diplomatic pressures
againstIsrael taking such
actions thatare contrary
tointernationallaw," she
added.

Aslongasthe Palestinians
themselves are excluded
and marginalized, there
cannot be a resolution
of the conflict or the
initiation ofalasting peace

Administration, led by
Trump's emissary Jewish
son-in-law Jared Kushner,
have been putting
tremendous pressureona
number of Arab countries
to normalize relations
overtly with Israel,” the
expertsaid.

With respect to
Morocco and the UAE in
particular, thisismerelya
formalization of relations
and transactionsthathave
been ongoing for some
time in the economic
sphere,” Myers said
adding thatthe only real
difference is the open
acknowledgment.

"The countries
involved so far have
nevertheless reaffirmed
their commitment to
supportingthe Palestinian
cause," shereiterated.

statement via the royal
cabinet to thus effect.
Morocco hashadaspecial
relationship with Israel for
decadessince the Jewish
state's establishment
as thousands of Jewish
Moroccans emigrated
there in the 1950s and
60s. Thereare forexample
10 ministers of Moroccan
origininthe Knesset."

"As Morocco's king so
eloquently reaffirmed
yesterday, "negotiations
between the Palestinian
and Israeli parties
remain the only way
to reach a final, lasting
and comprehensive
settlementofthis conflict.”
"While the US under the
Trump administration
has essentially sold out
the Palestinian people by
recognizing Jerusalem

as Chairman of the Al-
Quds Committee has
emphasized the need
to preserve the city's
special status and ensure
the freedom for the
followers of the three
monotheisticreligions to
practice their religions
including full access to
the Al-Agsa mosque, the
US expert said.Earlier
on Friday, Secretariat

of the International
Conference in Support
of the Palestinian

Intifada of the Iranian
parliamentin astatement
condemned Morocco's
compromise with the
terrorist occupying
regime, stressing that
the humiliating betrayal
is not approved by the
combatant and right-
seekingnations.

has noble goals, into a tool in a geopolitical
gameled by the USanditsalliesinstead of being
a faithful guard to implement the chemical
weapons convention,” Deputy Foreign and
Expatriates Minister and Syria’srepresentative
tothe UN, Bashar al-Jaafarisaid duringasession
for Security council viavideo on the situationin
Syria.

He called on member states atthe Organization
of the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
toreject politicizing the technical feature of
the Organization and treat what has affected
its works of defects and politicization that
undermine the status and credibility of the
Organization, SANAreported.

White House tempting
others to sacrifice

Palestinian Cause

Iranian Foreign Ministry noted that the US
regimeresorts to many tools soasto temptother
countries for sacrificingthe Palestinian cause and
shakinghandswithland thieves.

Inatweeton Late Friday, the Iranian Foreign
Ministry made some remarksinreactiontothe
White House move of supporting UAE in terms of

sellingweaponry to this country.

Erdogan,as well as protest the
Tlll'key summons summoning of Turkish envoy to
Il'an envoy: I'ep()l't Tehran by the Iranian Foreign

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry has
reportedlysummoned the [ranian
ambassador to Ankara over
Iranian officials’ protestagainst
PresidentErdogan’s controversial
remarks.

Ambassador Mohammad
Farazmand hasbeen summoned
tohear‘Ankara’s condemnation’
ofallegation against Turkey and

quotingunnamedsources.

Ministry, Anadolu reported

“If Iran has discomfort with
anyissuerelated to Turkey, itis
unacceptable for Iran’s foreign
minister to target Turkey via
Twitterifthereare otherchannels
tocommunicate,” thereportsays.
The Iranian Foreign Ministry
issues an official statement

on Friday, noting that it has
summoned Ambassador Derya
Orsoveracontroversial poemthat
President Erdogan had recited
in Baku.Atthe ceremony, which
wasalsoattended by Azerbaijani
PresidentIlham Aliyev, Erdogan
recited a separatist poemabout
the Aras River on the Iranian-
Azerbaijani border. “They
separated the ArasRiverandfilled
itwithrocksandrods.Iwillnotbe
separated from you. They have

ofthe controversial poem.

OURDbeloved Azerbaijan.”

separated us forcibly,’ reads part

Earlier onFriday, Foreign Minister
Zariftook to Twitter to protest
Erdogan. “Pres. Erdogan was not
informed thatwhatheill-recited
in Baku refers to the forcible
separation ofareasnorth of Aras
fromIranianmotherland.Didn't
herealizethathewasundermining
the sovereignty ofthe Republic of
Azerbaijan? NOONE cantalkabout

“Whether by removal from phony blacklists,
or by fobbing off F-35s, or by recognizing the
occupation, the USregime tries to temptothers
to sacrifice Palestinian cause & shake hands
with lands thieves,” Iranian Foreign Ministry
said,adding, “It's bullying & bribery, not peace or
diplomacy.”

Three US senators said on Wednesday they would
introducelegislation seeking to haltthe Trump
administration’s effort to sell more than $23
billion of drones and other weapons systems to
the United Arab Emirates, settingup ashowdown
with the presidentjustweeksbefore heis dueto
leave the office.

Moroccan-Israelitie
normalization betrayal of

Islamicworld

The Secretary-General of the World Assembly of Islamic
Awakening condemned the normalization of Moroccan
relations with the Zionistregime, callingitas abetrayal of the
Islamicworld.
"Moroccoannounceditsreadinesstoestablish fullrelationswith
Israel42yearsagoduringthereign ofKing Hassanl, following
theinfamous Camp David peace treatybetween Egyptand Israel
regime,"said Ali Akbar Velayatiinamessageissued on Friday.
"TwoyearsafterwhentheZionistregimereached anagreement
with the Palestine Liberation Organization, Morocco re-
established fullrelations with the regimein 1995," headded,
saying, "Itwas forced to cutties with the occupyingregimein
Qudsafterthe beginning of the great Palestinian resistance
intifadain2000."

"Unfortunately, over the pastdecades, Morocco hashosted a
numberofregimeleaders,suchasIsaacRobinand Shimon Peres,

and hasopenlyand covertly established close ties. Meanwhile,
the Moroccan government did notrestrictIsraeli flights to
Morocco,and tens ofthousands ofIsraelis traveled to Morocco
eachyear,sotherecentnormalization of Morocco'srelations
withtheZionistsisnotanewissue," Velayatihighlighted.
Hesaid, "The newpointinannouncing the normalizationand
establishmentofanewrelationshipis,in fact, the deal thattook
placebetween the triangle of the United States, Morocco,and
theZionistregime. Inthisdeal, inthe face of Morocco'sbetrayal
ofIslamand the Palestinian cause, the United States recognized
Morocco'ssovereignty overthe Arabian Desert."

"The World Assembly of Islamic Awakening condemns these
betrayals by the Kingdom of Morocco, UAE, Bahrain, and
Sudan and emphasizes thatallleaders, personalities, elites,
scholars, thinkers,intellectuals,academics of the Islamicworld
should condemn the recognition of thisregime and confront
this betrayal with political, social, media meausres, as well
asimposingsanctionsonIsraeli-made goods as the action of
Moroccoand some otherreactionary countriesisabetrayal of
theIslamicworldand the cause of Palestine," he stressed.

On Thursday, Morocco became the fourth Arab country since

August

to strike a deal aimed at

normalisingrelationswith the Israeliregime. The others
werethe United Arab Emirates, Bahrainand Sudan.

Aspartoftheagreement, US President Donald Trump agreed

torecognise Morocco’s sovereignty over the Western Sahara,

where there hasbeenadecades-old territorial dispute with

Morocco pitted againstthe Algeria-backed Polisario Front,a

breakaway movementthatseeksto establishanindependent

stateintheterritory.




Admin of Anti-Iran Website Ruhollah Zam Executed

Ruhollah Zam, theadministrator of ‘Amad News’ counterrevolutionary website
and Telegram channel who had orchestrated anti-governmentriotsinIran,
was hanged on Saturday morning.The death sentence againsthim was upheld
by Iran’s Supreme Courtafew days ago.lthad beenhanded down to Zam back
inJune after he was convicted of corruption on earth,amongother crimes.His
website, Amad News, was notorious for disseminating incriminating content
againstlran’s Islamic establishmentand insulting the sanctities of [ranian Muslims

20000 Rials

and publishing fake newsin orderto drive awedge between the [ranian people and government.Iran
arrested Zamin 2019 followinga complicated intelligence operation by the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corp (IRGC) Intelligence Organization, whichinvolved deceivingintelligence services of some Western

No. 667

Sunday ,December 13, 2020,

countries especially France, under whose guidance and protection Zam was operating.
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recentweeks.The number
of Iranian cities categorized
asredzoneshave dropped
to 12 following the most
recentround of coronavirus
restrictions,Rouhaniadded.
Thepresidentalsowarned
that a failure to take the
g pandemicseriouslywould
igniteanew wave, stressing
theneedtoavoidgatherings
andunnecessarytravels.

Moroccan-Israeli tie normalization
betrayal of Islamic world

US Supreme Court Dismisses Trump-Backed
Texas Lawsuit Challenging Election Result

The US Supreme Courton Fridayrejected alawsuitbacked by US

PresidentDonald

Trump to overturnJoe Biden’s election victory,

endingadespera

teattemptto getlegalissuesrejected by state

and federaljudgesbefore the country’shighest courtand subvert

the will of voters.

Thehigh court’sorder wasastarkrepudiation
ofalegal claim thatwas widely regarded as
dubious, yetembraced by the president, 19
Republican state attorneys generaland 126
House Republicans.

Trump had insisted the courtwould find the
“wisdom” and “courage” to adopthisbaseless
position thatthe election was the product of
widespread fraud and should be overturned.
Butthenation’s highest court emphatically
disagreed.

Friday’sordermarked thesecond timethisweek
thatthe courthad rebuffed Republicanrequests
thatitgetinvolvedinthe 2020 election outcome
andrejectthe voters’ choice, as expressedin
anelectionregarded by both Republicanand
Democraticofficialsasfreeand fair. Thejustices
turned away an appeal from Pennsylvania
Republicanson Tuesday.

On Monday, the Electoral College meets to
formally elect Bidenasthenextpresident.
Trump had called the lawsuit filed by Texas
against Georgia, Michigan, Pennsylvaniaand
Wisconsin “the bigone” thatwould end with
the Supreme Courtundoing Biden’s substantial
Electoral College majority and allowing Trump
toserveanotherfouryearsinthe White House.
Inabrieforder; the courtsaid Texas doesnothave
thelegalrighttosuethosestatesbecauseit “has
notdemonstratedajudicially cognizableinterest
inthemannerinwhichanother State conductsits
elections,”,APreported.

Justices Samuel Alitoand Clarence Thomas,who
have said previouslythe courtdoesnothavethe
authority to turnawaylawsuitsbetweenstates,
said they would have heard Texas’ complaint.
Buttheywouldnothave doneas Texaswanted —
settingaside those fourstates’62 electoral votes
for Biden —pendingresolution ofthelawsuit.

White House presssecretary Kayleigh McEnany
said the justices “dodged. They hid behind
procedure. None ofthosejusticesgaveaviewon
thefactsofthecase.” Appearing Friday nighton
FoxNews Channel's"Hannity,’ McEnanysaid the
legal fightwould continueinstate courts.

Three Trumpappointeessitonthehigh court.In
hispushto getthe mostrecentofhisnominees,
Justice Amy Coney Barrett, confirmed quickly,
Trump said she would be needed forany post-
election lawsuits. Barrett appears to have
participatedinboth casesthisweek.None ofthe
Trumpappointeesnotedadissentineither case.
Thefour states sued by Texashad urged the court
torejectthe caseasmeritless. Theywerebacked
byanother22 statesand the Districtof Columbia.
Republicansupportforthelawsuitanditscallto
throw outmillions of votesin four battleground
stateswasrooted inbaseless claims offraud,an
extraordinarydisplay ofthe party’swillingness
to countermand the will of voters. House
Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy of California
and Minority Whip Steve Scalise of Louisiana
wereamongthosejoiningtosupporttheaction.
“The Courthasrightly dismissed outofhand
the extreme, unlawful and undemocratic
GOPlawsuitto overturn the will of millions of
Americanvoters,” House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
said Fridaynight.

AfewRepublicansexpressed concernsaboutthe
case.Manyothersremainedsilentevenas Trump
endlesslyrepeated claimsthathelostachanceat
asecondtermduetowidespread fraud.
Sen.BenSasse,aNebraskaRepublicanwhohas
previously criticized the president,applauded
thecourt’sdecision.

“Since Election Night,alotof people have been
confusingvotersby spinning Kenyan Birther-
type, ‘Chavezrigged theelection fromthegrave’
conspiracy theories, butevery American who
caresabouttherule oflaw should take comfort
thatthe Supreme Court—includingall three of
President Trump’s picks — closed the book on
thenonsense,’ Sassesaidinastatement.
Pennsylvania Attorney General]Josh Shapirosaid
the court“sawthroughthisseditiousabuseofthe
judicial process.”

Iranurges West to putaside politicizing chemical

weapons

Iran's Ambassadorand Permanent Representative to the United

Nations Majid Takht Ravanchi called on the Western states not

to politicize issues consistent with prohibition of chemical

weapons.

The Ambassador made the remarks while
speakingatthe United Nations Security Council's
Friday meeting on the situationin the Middle
East, Syriaand the chemical weapons.

Iran condemns use of any kinds of chemical
weapons, Takht Ravanchisaid.

Belowisthe full text of his speech:

Inthe Name of God, the Most Compassionate, the
MostMereciful,

Mr. President,

Iwould like to begin by congratulating you for
assuming the Presidency of the Council for this
month.

Incontemporary history, Iranhasbeenthe main
victim of the large-scale, most systematicand
frequentuse of chemical weapons during the
eight-year warimposed on usby Saddam when
some Western States, notonly assisted Saddamin
developingchemicalweaponsbutalsorefrained
fromtakinganyaction when he extensively used
such weapons against our citizens and later
againstlraqicitizens.Such bitter experiences
have thoughtus thatno one should possess
suchinhumane weaponsand thelegal regime
toprohibittheir developmentand use, mustnot
allowanysortofpoliticization.

Now, we understand and feel, more than any
other country, both the horrible nature of these
inhumane weapons and the poisonous nature of
politicizingthe implementation of the Chemical
Weapons Conventionand the work ofthe OPCW.
[tisinthis context that we condemn, in the
strongest possible terms, the use of chemical
weapons by anyone, anytime, anywhere
and under any circumstances, and also call
for promoting the full, effective, balanced and
non-discriminatory implementation of the
Conventionaswellasupholding the integrity,
authority andlegitimacy ofthe OPCW.
Nevertheless, itisasource of grave concernthat,

inthe pastseveral years, a group of Member
States, systematically abusing the processes
ofthis Council and the OPCW, have politicized
the consideration ofthe implementation of the
Convention by Syria.

Theydisregard the factthat, in her final report
to this Councilin 2014, the head of the Joint
Mission to Eliminate Chemical Weapons in
Syria confirmed that Syria has fulfilled all its
commitments and that its entire chemical
stockpiles have been destroyed. This was
confirmedlaterbythe OPCW,aswell.
Theyreferto atechnically defective report of
thelIT -- prepared withouton-site investigation
or due regard to the chain of custody -- and
intentionally disregard the progress achieved so
farby Syriainimplementingits obligations.
They also overlook Syria’s commitment -
reiterated also very recently -- to continue to
workwith the Technical Secretariattoresolveall
outstandingissuesassoonaspossible.
Eventherelevantdecision of the 94th session
ofthe OPCW’s Executive Council disregarded
Syria’s unprecedented cooperation with the
OPCW, carried out despite serious security
threats posed by the deadliestterroristgroupsas
wellastherestrictionsimposed asaresultofthe
COVID-19 pandemic.

Unfortunately, such unproductive policies of
some Western countries, pursued adamantly
duringthe pastseveral years, have resulted only
indivision within this Counciland the OPCW and
eroded theirlegitimacyand credibility.

More importantly, such politically motivated
approach continues to endanger the consensual
decision-making traditionin the OPCW -- the
latest example of which is the decision of the
recently held 25th Session of the Conference of
the States Parties on programand budget ofthe
OPCWfor2021 thatwasadopted byvoting.
Such unconstructive approach will continue
toadversely affect the efforts for the full and
effective realization of the very purpose of
the CWC, namely the elimination of chemical
weapons, whichisyettoberealized due toblatant
failure by the U.S. as the sole major Possessor
StateParty.
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