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Iraqi Kurdistan seeks
opening of newborder with

Iran

The officials from the Iraqi Kurdistan Region and the
country’sborder crossingauthorities have reviewed
the openingofanewborder crossingwith Iraninline
withthe planstoboostbilateral trades.

A delegation from Halabja Governorate in the
Kurdistan region discussed on Monday with the
Iraqi Border Crossings Authority in Baghdad, the
inauguration ofaborder crossingwith Iran,according
tolragimedia.

Accordingtoastatementissued by the Federal Border
Crossings Authority, this came during a meeting
between the head of the Authority, Omar Adnan
Al-Waeli, and an official delegation from Halabja
Governorate.

During the meeting, the sides discussed the
delegation'srequestto openaborder crossing for
trade exchange with Iran, to create areal opportunity
forthe governorate's people to improve their living
conditionsand limitunemployment.
Al-Waelistressed, "Opening aborder crossing that
operateswithin the system offederalborder crossings
under the controls of federal customs procedures
willbe astepto close the non-governmental border
crossings.”

He pointed outthat the commission will have serious
stepsregarding the proposal after presenting the
issue to the higher auditors and evaluating the
request.

Thereare three official border crossings between the
Iraqi Kurdistan Region and Iran: Bashmag, Parvizkhan
and Tamarchin (alsoknown as Haj Omran).

Iran exports to Afghanistan
six times more than to EU

AMember of Parliament (Majles) Commission on
Economy says Iraninitsinternational economic
relations should notbe negligent of potentials of
neighboring states, claiming thatIran’s exports to
EU states lastyear were less than $500m while at
the same time exports to Afghanistan by itselfwere
around $3b.

Mohammad Safee Deluisaid inan exclusive interview
with ILNA news agency that Iran should not be
negligent oftrade with neighboring states especially
countrieslike Afghanistan,addingthatIran’s exports
to Afghanistanlastyear was six times more thanits
exports to Europe states. He said Iran’s exports to
EU countries stood atless than $500m lastyear and
itsimports were around $490m while the country’s
exports to Afghanistan were around $3b.

He added that Iran’s relation with neighboring
stateshasbeenignored by the officials of the foreign
ministry while these economicand political relations
inthe currentsanction eracanreduce mostofthe
exercised pressures onthe people.

The member of Iran's parliament pointed to the
inauguration of Khaf-Haratrailway which connects
Iran and Afghanistan byrail, saying that developing
rail connection with countries like Afghanistan, Iraq,
Syriaand Central Asiacan getIranclosertoitstarget
marketsinthose countriesanditisnecessarytohave
planned.Safei Dalui, who is Gonabad and Bajestan
constituencyrepresentative to Parliaments, further
said thatexpansion ofrailwayand rail fleetis one of the
major plans of Parliaments deputies, noting thatrail
transportationis cheaper than othertransportations
especiallyintransportinggoods.

He termed the inauguration of Khaf-Heratrailway
asoneofthe national achievements, noting thatin
implementing this projector similar projects, [ran
should use Chinese investing companies that have
performed successfully in the construction ofroads
andrailwaysinrecentyears.
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Iran allocates 40 S$min for purchase
of COVIDI19-vaccines

[ran’s draft budget for the next calendar year
allocates 40$ million for the purchase of COVID19-
vaccines.

aﬂjjw The Iranian
government

ISH‘“AN has allocated
N E w s $40 million for
NEWS purchase of

_m vaccines needed

to tackle the coronavirus
pandemicamid efforts to
secure the supply of the
jabs both from abroad
and through domestic
companies.

A spokeswoman of
Iran’s Plan and Budget
Organization (PBO) said
on Monday that a draft
budgetbill presented to
the Iranian parliament
for the next calendar
year beginning March
21 earmarks 10 trillion
rials for the purchase of
vaccines to immunize
peopleagainst COVID-19,
the disease caused by the
coronavirus.

Mojgan Khanlu said the
fund would account for
more than a fourth of
government’s budget for
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supply of vaccinesand thevaccines. presented to the

medication in the next
calendaryear.

Iranian authorities had
indicated lastmonth that
the countrywouldrely on
the supply of COVID-19
vaccines from abroad
while efforts would
continue to support
domestic initiatives
to develop a safe and
effectivejab.

However, government
authoritiessaid earlier on
Monday thatUS sanctions
had made it almost
impossible for Iran to
secure abundantdoses of

Central Bank of Iran
governor Abdolnasser
Hemmatisaid in a post
on his Instagram page
that United States Office
of Foreign Assets Control
had refused to grant
waivers from sanctions
to banks seeking to
process Iranian funds for
purchase of COVID-19
vaccines.

Iran hasrelied onhome-
grown efforts to tackle
one of the hardest
outbreaks ofthe virusin
the Middle Eastregion.
The draft budget

Iranian parliament for
the next calendar year
would allow the health
ministry to furtherboost
the country’s defenses
againstthe coroanvirus
by recruiting tens of
thousands ofnursesand
doctors and supplying
abundantprotective and
medical equipment to
hospitalsand carehomes.
PBO’s Khanlu said that
thebudgetofthe Iranian
health ministry would
more than double next
yeartoreach 770 trillion
rials (over $3billion).

Monthly
E-Payments
Decline

The nationwide payment
settlement network, Shaparak,
processed approximately 2.76
billion paymentsworth 4,379.55
trillionrials ($16.8billion) inthe
calendarmonthtoNov.20.
Transactions were down 9.5%
in value and 1.51% in volume
compared to the month earlier
when the company processed
2.8billion transactions valued
at 4,839.2 trillionrials ($18.61
billion)

Year-on-yearbasis transactions
rose 23.87% and 73.61% in
volume and value, respectively.
Upsurgeinvaluewas duelargely
toincreaseininflation duringthe

courseoftheyear.

Theaverage goodsand services
Consumer Price Index in the
12-month period ending Nov. 20
increased 29% compared to the
corresponding period lastyear,
accordingtodatareleased by the
Statistical Center of Iran.
Consumerinflationforthemonth
underreview (Oct.22-Nov.20)
was up 46.4% compared to the
similarmonthlastyear.

When adjusted for inflation
the real value of transactions
registered 13.94% declineona
monthly basisand 18.56% rise
YOY.

Annualincreaseinthe numberof
transactions could belinked also
tothe higher number of payment
instruments, namely point-of-sale
machinesand internet payment

gateways.

PaymentServices

Shaparak offers services via
internet, cellphone and pointof
sale (POS) devices. With more
than 11.93 million payment
instruments operating in the
reviewed month, thetotalnumber
of instruments showed 1.83%
growth compared to the month
before.

Therise was mainly attributed
to internet payment gateways
that grew 5.24% toreach 1.41
million. Thenumberofpointofsale
(POS) devicesinshopsand mobile
platformsrose 1.49%and 0.79%
duringthe month, respectively.

In terms of market share, POS
devices were at the top with
76.25%.Mobileinstrumentscame
next with 11.92% followed by

internet payment gateways at
11.83%.

POS devices accounted for
90.32% of the total number of
transactions processing 2.49
billiontransactionsworth 3,896.5
trillionrials ($14.98billion) inthe
month.

Online gateways were next
with 5.66% ofthe total number
of transactions and mobile
instrumentsrepresented 4.02%.
Intermsof services offered, figures
show 86.92% of transactions
wererelated to “buyinggoodsand
services”.

Buying cellphonerechargesand
payingbillsaccounted for8.39% of
allprocessed transactions during
themonth.Morethan4.69% ofthe
transactions were conducted for
checkingaccountbalances.
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Land Under Wheat

Cultivation Near

4.59m Hectares

Close to 4.5 million hectares

have so far gone under wheat
cultivation this year, more than

1.27 million hectares of which
areirrigated and 3.21 million
hectaresarerain-fed, showing

a 7.4% and 3.7% increase
respectively compared with

the similar period oflastyear,
accordingtothe manager ofthe

Agriculture Ministry’s “Wheat
Project”“Weestimateatotal of 6
millionhectarestogounderthe
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cultivation ofthisstaple grain this

year, Esmaeil Esfandiarpourwas
alsoquotedassayingbyILNA.
The official noted that
precipitationhasbeen favorable
thisyearand predicted ample
yields.
Thegovernmenthasbought8.22
million tons of wheat fromlocal
farmersin 31 Iranian provinces
inthe currentfiscalyear (started
March 20), which indicates a
7%increase compared with the
similarperiod oflastyear.
Thisamountofpurchased wheat
hascostthe Government Trading
Corporation 207.8 trillionrials
($818 million), Mizan Online
reported.
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Afghanistan
promisestosecure
Khaf-Heratrailway:

MP

Stating that Khaf-Herat
railway will be a viable
route for economic
ties between the two
countries, Head of Iran-
Afghanistan Parliamentary
Friendship Group said
that Afghan officials
have promised to secure
the railway.Referring
to the completion of the
Khaf-Herat railway and
alsothe operation ofthe
Chabahar-Zahedanrailway
in the coming months,
which is in line with
increasingtransportation
links between Iran and
Afghanistan, Ali Jeddi
said, "Wehave had agood
volume of exports to
Afghanistaninrecentyears
and we can strengthen it
by usingrecentcapacities,
especially through
Khaf-Herat railway.""In
the framework of this
parliamentary friendship
group, we seek to expand
the exportofgoods from
our countryto Afghanistan
andalsothetransitofgoods
fromIranto Afghanistan
and other countries," he
added.

"Onthe outskirts of Khaf-
Heratrailway stationand
other border terminals
of I[ran and Afghanistan,
wearelookingto develop
bordermarketsand export
terminals between the
two countries,"Jeddisaid.
He highlighted, "Afghan
officials have promised
to secure the Khaf-Herat
railway and it should
becomeaviableroute for
economictiesbetweenIran
and Afghanistan."
TheKhaf-Heratrailway is
scheduled to be putinto
operation on Thursday
in the presence of the
presidents of Iran and
Afghanistan  through
videoconference. The
220-km Khaf-Herat
railroad projectincludes
four phasesthatare under
construction. About 77
km of the project, which
includes two phases,
is on Iran's soil and the
rest in Afghanistan.
One ofthe phases thatis
in Afghanistan is to be
inauguratedinthenextfew
days.Therailroad project
ensures Afghanistan's
access to free watersand
Europeanmarkets.
Implementation of the
Khaf-Heratrailroad project
willshowtheimportance of
[ran'spositiononceagainas
itmakesaboominregional
trade-exportsandimports.
The railway project will
also contribute to the
developmentoftourism.
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Iranneveraccepts

regional states
presence in talks
withUS

IntheMiddle Eastregion, Iran
isamongthe few countries
which has not welcomed
role of foreign powers or
any presence in the area of
regional cooperation or the
question of security and
doesnotacceptpresence of
regional states in talks with
theUS.
Theremarkshavebeenmade
by Morteza Rahimi- former
[ranianambassadorto Oman
and Yemen-inawriting for
Iranian official newspaper
“IRAN” on Tuesday.
Belowistheimportantpartof
Rahimi’swriting:

Itis expected the Congress
after Biden’s victory in the
Nov3electionto pursue full
revisionin the USrelations
with Arab countries in the
Persian Gulfregion.

This policy has made the
US Arab allies endeavor to
prevent revision of the US
policy whether through
expanding cooperation
between Israel and Arab
countriesor participatingin
terroristactsagainstiran.
Victory of Joe Biden over
Donald Trump in the US
presidential election made
Arab countries, which have
heavilyinvestedin Trump’s
campaignand had drawnup
plansbased on Trumpvictory,
moreconcerned.

Their concern gets more
when Bidendeclared clearly
hisregional policies.

Thisis while, the outgoing
US President Donald Trump
who should leave powerin
next few weeks was used to
supportSaudi Arabiainits
aggression on Yemen and
terrorofdissidents.
But,itseemsthat Biden will
revise the USrelations with
Saudi Arabia and may pick
tougher stance on Saudi
crown prince Mohammad
bin Salman.Biden has
promisedtoreturntothejoint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) from which Trump
withdrewunilaterallyin May
2018, the move whichmade
US Araballies happyatthat
time; meanwhile, itisnatural
thattheyare concerned by
thecurrentdevelopments, the
concerns which have forced
themtomake certainrequests
inordertoreduce pressures
onthemselves.The concern
hasmadethe Arab countries
undertheleadership of Saudi
MBS suggestjoiningtoattend
talks that may be held soon.
Butsurely, Iranwillnotaccept
suchasuggestion.Evenifthe
talks with US start with no
preconditions, presence of
a country from the region
will create problem for the
process of Iranian talks with
theUS.
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World Safer without Israel: Iran’s
Shamkhani

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council Ali
Shamkhani called for global and concerted action againstthe
inhumane activities of the Zionistregime, without which, he
said, the world will become safer.

Inameeting with Syria’s Foreign Minister Faisal Mekdad
in Tehran on Tuesday, Shamkhanisaid the Zionistregime’s
raison d'étre and existence are based upon terror and
violation of humanrights.

He called on the international community and organizations
to takea decisive action againstthe “bloodsuckingand anti-
human” Zionistregime to create a safe and calm world.

“The world will undoubtedly become safer without the
Zionistregime,” Shamkhaniadded.

Therulers thatare humiliatingly pushing for normalization
ofties with the fake Zionistregime and are helping the US
toimplementits plotsin the region will suffer the same fate
as Muammar al-Gaddafi and Omar al-Bashir, the Iranian
official warned.

Shamkhanialso said thatthe US presencein Syriais aimed
atplundering the Arab country’s oil resources, protecting
the security of Israel, and reinforcing Daesh terrorist cells
acrosstheregion.

“The US’ evil presencein theregion mustend,” he stated.
Shamkhanialsolauded the perfectlevel of strategic ties
between Tehran and Damascus, praised Syria for its major

'Syriain state of economic, military,

beliefs war’'

Syrian Presidentsays his countryisinastate

of war and this war mightbe economic, orit

could be military,and itwould be in thought

which goes towardsbeliefs.

President Bashar
al-Assad said on
Monday that the
essence ofthought

N E w s is religion as it

NEWS enters all aspects
S oflife,in mentality,
behavior, and

passion, inthe past, present,

and alsointhe future, soitis
enoughtoruinthisthoughtin

o

and leading role in regional
resistance against the [sraeli
occupation and expansionist
policies, and stressed the
need for the continuation
and promotion of relations
between Iran and Syria.
Syria’snew foreign minister has
travelled to Iraninhis firstforeign
trip after taking office.

Mekdad has held meetings with Iranian

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, Speaker of the
Iranian Parliament Mohammad Bager Qalibaf, and senior
adviser Ali Akbar Velayati.

NEWS

Israel Main Obstacle to
Regional Security: Iranian
Speaker

Speaker of the Iranian Parliament Mohammad
Bager Qalibafdenounced the Zionistregime as the
source ofinsecurity and instability in the region.
Inameeting with Syrian Foreign Minister Faisal
Mekdad in Tehran on Monday, Qalibaf slammed
theterroristIsraeliregime's efforts tonormalize
ties with Muslim states, saying the region will not
experience sustainable security with the presence
ofthe Zionistregime.

Laudingthe growingbrotherly tiesbetween Iran
and Syria, Qalibafsaid the bilateral relations should
beupgraded through dialogue and consultations
between officials of the two countries.

The enemies of [Iran and Syriaare opposed to the
independence, dignity and progress of [slamic

ordertoruinsocieties, SANA
reported.

“Thishasbeen taking place
sincenearlyacentury ormore,
and overall, afterahundred
of years, enemies of those
societieshaveachievedlarge
successes in this domain...
and the religion which has
been descended to be as a
tool for the development of
societies,instead,ithasbeen
used to be as a tool to ruin
thosesocieties...here [ want
toassimilate the situationand
theworldinwhichweliveasa
largeocean...huge wavesthat
strikeinall directions...strike
security through terrorism...
strike economy through the
siege,” President al-Assad
added during an expanded
meetingheld by the Ministry of
Endowmentsforscholarsatal-
OthmanmosqueinDamascus.
He added thatwhat defines
the capability of societies to
face the destructive storms
arethefactorsof'stabilityand
fortifying them from mental
infiltrations.

The President underlined
thatthe measurementofthe
society’sadherencetoreligion
will be through measuring
the morals of society and the
behavior ofitscitizens.

The president went on to
say thatletus start with our
responsibility,normally, when
those offenses happen, to

offend ourbeliefsand symbols,
thefirstnaturalresponsetoany
assaultoroffenseisadecisive
condemnation and decisive

stance.

“Whyany changes have never
made... why those offenses
continue... because we
only express outrage... we
expressoutrage, butwe don’t
confront, and there is a big
differencebetweenangerand
confrontation,” Presidental-
Assadsaid.

He affirmed that “Weareina
state of war... this war might
be economic, or it could be
military, and it would be in
thoughtwhich goes towards
beliefs, but if we want to
confront, we have tobelikea
soliderinhispost, the soldier
must take therightposition,
directionand methodinorder
towinthewar.

“Anger would achieve
nothing, we have to
confront, how and where
to startthe confrontation...
the confrontation starts by
knowingthereal enemyand
itswhereabouts...the factis
thatthe firstenemy doesn’t
come from outside which
meansthatwhatevertheyhave
offended orplotted, they can't
Presidental-Assadsaid.

He added that the danger
always comes frominside, the
danger comesfromextremism,
backwardness, and the

inabilitytohaveacorrectand
rightmentality.
“Asforterrorism,ldidn’ttalk
aboutitand didn’t say that
terrorism constitutes danger
because terrorismisamere
result,notareason,’ President
al-Assadsaid.

The President affirmed that
terrorism is not an Islamic
product, the Western society
has stirred terrorismin the
region,and themostimportant
pointisthatpartofterrorism,
whichsstrikestherein Europe,
hasnorelationtotheterrorism
existed in our region, they
have broughtin the Wahabbi
mentalityinturn forthe petro-
dollar, in turn for money and
theyarepayingthe price now.
“So, confrontation starts from
knowingthe dangeranditalso
startsfromknowingthe points
of weakness... defining the
identity of the real enemy...
thisisthe problem,” President
al-Assadsaid.

The President added that
modern liberalism now
resembles the talk about
democratic marketing
regarding America.

“Theyuse democracyinorder
todominate peoplesand they
use humanrightsin orderto
wagewars...theyhaveusedthe
modernliberalism which has
beguntodevelopsincenearly
five decadesinagradualand
maliciousmannerlike cancer”

Presidental-Assadsaid.

The President added that
the Liberalism method is to
rejectthebeliefsasitdemands
fromMannottobelongtoany
religionorbelief,itsmethodis
toturntheindividual reference
from collectiveness- as the
natural cause forallhumanity-
intoindividuality.
“So,alargepartoftheattackon
thereligiousinstitution comes
fromoutside...and wehaveto
see the war on Syriaand the
waronthereligiousinstitution
inadeepercontext...thiswar
isnotseparated,itisnotthe
newborn ofthelast 10 years
and this what we all have to
understand,” President al-
Assadsaid.
Asforself-evident concepts,
the President added that
therearealotofself-evident
pointswhichrepresentvalues,
traditions, and thoughts on
which any society is built,
so it is very important to
strengthen those conceptsas
oursocietieslose them, the
beliefsare self-evident points
and so the national symbols
andbelonging, traditionsand
alsothefamily.

“Ifthey wanted torealize the
political collapse, they have
torealize the social collapse...
and here comes the role of
religion... religion without
a right society has no real
meaning,’ the Presidentsaid.

countries, Qalibafadded, warning that the Zionist
regime seeks to normalize relations with Islamic
countries with the supports fromthe US.

The Islamic community must counter the process
of normalization of ties with Israel, the Parliament
speakeradded.

The Syrian foreign minister, for his part, offered
condolences over the assassination of Iranian
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, saying it shows
the true face of the Zionistregime and the US as
supporters of terrorism.

Ontheelection ofJoe Bidenasthenew US president,
Mekdad said the nature of the US government does
notchangeinvariousadministrations, notingthat
the US presenceindifferent parts ofthe world has
alwaysresulted ininsecurity and instability.

Diplomat Urges Portugal’s
Active Rolein Iran-EU

Cooperation

AnlIranian deputy foreign minister expressed
hope that Portugal would play an active role in the
promotion of I[ran-Europerelations.

Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchihad a
meeting with Portuguese Ambassador to Iran
Carlos Antonio Rico Da CostaNoson Monday.
Lauding the cordial ties between Tehran and
Lisbon, Araqchi hoped that Portugal would
contribute tothe enhancementofIran-EU tiesgiven
itsstatusastherotating president ofthe European
Union.

The top Portuguese diplomat, for his part,
expressed his country’sreadiness toboostand
expand mutual relations with Iranas well as Iran-
EUties.

In comments in September, Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani called for the promotion of
economicties with European countries, stressing
thatbilateral trade should notbe affected by the
illegal and unilateral US sanctions.

Zionists'fearof US'returnto
JCPOA

USpresident-elect]oe Bidendecisionto change policy withIranhas
broughtaboutfearforthelsraelioccupyingregime.

Donald Trumpis passing hislastdays and Joe Biden will take office
within one monthand ahalfsoZionistregime's officials and their
lobbiesareworriedaboutDemocraticpresident's policy he declared
inelection campaign tocomebacktoIrannucleardealknownasthe
JointComprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).

Officialand unofficialremarks made by seniorIsraeliofficialsindicate
theirreadinesstochallengenewUSadministrationwithregardtolran.
Duetosome political, culturaland strategicreasons, US supportsthe
defunctrelicofthe World WarIl, theIsraelioccupyingregime.

Onthe otherhand, power ofthe Israelilobbyinthe USis one of the
importantfactorstobringlsraeltogetherwiththe US.

US-Israel cameso close during Trump's termthatitseemed thatthe
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu dictates US policiesto
Trump,and whatnow makes Israeli officials worried is Democratic
JoeBiden'sindependence in decision-making.Announcingthatthe
USwillrejoinIrannucleardeal, Biden showed thatitisnotthe Zionist
regimetodeterminethe USrelationswithIran.

JoeBidenand his Secretary of State Antony Blinken said thatifIran
continuesitscompliance withJCPOA commitments, USwillrejoinIran
nuclear deal,some ofthe sanctions willbelifted and the JCPOA would
bethesubjectoffuture negotiations.

Thisiswhile; Netanyahuand otherIsraeliofficialsinsistthat pressure
leversagainstIran which were created by Trump administration
should remain.President-elect]oe Biden has criticized President
Donald Trump’s policies and has promised to take up a different
approachfromthatof Trump.Asanexperienced politicianand based
onhiscampaign promises, Bidenis expected tobringaboutachange
in Trump'srenegade on International Law and the United Nations
Charter.The US sanctions on Iran commenced with the Islamic
Revolutionin1979and maximizedinthepastthreeyears.Someofthe
sanctionsare presidential executive orders that can easilybeen put
aside by the nextpresident. Some othershave been madeintoalaw
bythe Congressand canberemoved by the samelegal body. Former
President]immy Carter and every single presidentsucceedinghim
havetoughenedthe sanctions.Before the US unilateraland unlawful
withdrawal from the JCPOA endorsed by the United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2231, Trump placed restrictions ontravelto the
United States for citizens of Iran and five other Muslim countries
andalsoblacklisted the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) asa

terrorist

group.Heclaimedtorestoreall

thesanctionswith the use ofthe disputeresolution mechanism
inthe JCPOA.He hasalso pressed US allies to make them follow
Washington'’s policies.Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarifsaidifthenew USpresident-elect]oe Bidenseekstoreturntothe
JCPOA, he willhave to fulfillUS commitments under the deal and lift
thesanctions."By pullingWashington outofthe JCPOA, Trumpsolely
failed to benefitfrom the deal. Thiswas the mistake Trump and his
associatesmade. IfBidenseekstoreturntothe JCPOA, hewillhaveto
fulfillUS commitmentsunderthedeal andliftthe sanctions,"headded.



Ruhollah Zam's death sentence upheld: judiciary spox.
Judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein Esmailiannounced on Tuesday the
confirmation of Ruhollah Zam's death sentence in the Supreme Court."The
Supreme Courthas considered this case and the rulingissued by the
Islamic Revolutionary Courthasbeen approved by the Supreme Court,"
said Gholamhossein Esmailiin his press conference on Tuesday.In June,
Judiciary spokesmanannounced thatthe death sentence for Ruhollah Zam has

beeninitiallyupheld, explaining that 13 ofhis accusations have beenidentified as

20000 Rials

'Corrupton Earth',whichisatitle of capital crimesin the Islamic Republic of Iran.Ruhollah Zam,

theadministrator ofthe Amad News counterrevolutionary website and Telegram channel, was
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B (December 9) to review
international and regional
developments with senior
[ranianofficials,the Embassy
ofthelslamicRepublicofIran
inBakusaid onMonday.

o Further deepening of
relations between the
two neighboring states
and examining the most
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conditions of Nagorno-
Karabakh, willbe one ofthe
mostimportantgoals ofthe
trip, the Embassynoted.
Bayramov'stripishisfirst
foreigntripsincetherecent
conflictbetween Bakuand
Yerevan,and thefirsttovisit
Iran since taking the post
of Foreign Ministry of the
Republicof Azerbaijansince
July ofthisyear.

arrested afteracomplexintelligence operation and through cooperation with otherintelligence
servicesin mid-October;2019.
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UK, EUleaders to meetface-to-face to tryto seal
Brexittrade deal

Britishand EUleaders will meet face-to-facetotrytosealapost-

Brexittrade deal after failing again to narrow their differences

onMonday, increasingthe chance ofadisorderly parting of ways

atthe end ofthe month.

With just over three weeks before Britain
completesitsjourney outofthebloc,asenior
UK governmentsource said there was “every
chancewearenotgoingto getthere” and EU
officials said, ifanything, negotiations had
gonebackwards.

Since Britain left the European Union in
January, the two sides have been stuck over
threeissues, raising the prospect of what
many businesses say is their nightmare
scenario - noagreementto governaround $1
trillioninannual trade.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson will travel
to Brussels to meet European Commission
President Ursulavonder Leyen, the timing of
whichhasyettobe confirmed,in whatsome
saywillbe alastroll of the dice to secure a
trade deal.

But he is not expected to time his trip to
coincide withan EUsummiton Thursdayand
Friday.

Irish Foreign Minister Simon Coveney said
negotiators facea Wednesday deadline,ahead
ofthe summit, to preventa “no-deal” scenario
when the UKleaves the EU’s orbiton Dec.
31, which would hitboth sides’ economies
and compound the pain of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Leaders ofthe 27 EU member states have
agreed to step up contingency planning for the
effectsofa‘“nodeal” ontheir economies when
they meet for the summit.

“The conditions for an agreementare not
there due toremaining differences on critical
issues,”vonder Leyenand Johnsonsaidina
jointstatementaftertheir call, which followed
an equally fruitless conversation on Saturday.
“We asked our chiefnegotiators to prepare
anoverview of the remaining differences to
be discussed in personin the comingdays,”

they said. The EU Commission spokesman
said Johnson would travel to Brussels for the
meeting.

Asenior UK government source described
talks asbeing “in the same position now
asthey were on Friday. We have made no
tangible progress”.

“It’s clear this must now continue politically.
Whilst we do not consider this process tobe
closed, thingsarelooking very tricky and
there’s every chance we are not goingto get
there,” the source said.

POUND TUMBLES

The British pound tumbled, showing how
investorsarelosing confidence thatadeal will
bereached.

Britain, whichjoined the EUin 1973, formally
left the bloc on Jan. 31 but has beenin a
transition period since then under which
rules ontrade, travel and business remain
unchanged.

For weeks, the two sides have been haggling
over fishingrightsin British waters, ensuring
fair competition for companies and ways to
solve future disputes. Both have called on each
othertocompromisetogetadeal overtheline.
Failure to secure anagreementwould clog
borders, upsetfinancial markets and disrupt
delicate supply chainsacross Europe and
beyond astheworld tries to cope with the vast
economic costofthe COVID-19 pandemic.
With just days lefttoreach an agreement
and getitapproved, most EU and UK sources
agreed it was now time for the political
leadersto step inand make the decision on
whether to shift their positions enough to
allow forabreakthrough.

Inanolive branch tothe EU, Britain said it
couldremove clausesinlegislation thatwould
breachits Brexitdeal, signed justmonthsago
withthe EU,and would review provisions
inanother bill if talks on the Withdrawal
Agreementprogress.

Britain admits the clauses breach
international law but says they are
an essential safety net that would
ensure the integrity of the United
Kingdom.

Yemen Army Launches Drone Attack against
Saudi Positions in South

The Yemeniarmy launched a fresh drone attackagainst the

positions of the Saudi-led coalition, whose war on the Arab

countryhas claimed thelives ofthousands of civilians since 2015.

missile attack againstthe Saudi-led coalition’s
Camp Tadawain in Yemen’s Ma'rib, killing at
leasteightSaudi forces.

The Saudi-led coalition’s spokesman, Turkial-
Maliki, confirmed the drone attackbut claimed
that the coalition forces have managed to
interceptthe unmanned aerial vehicle.

The UAE’s Al-Khaleej newspaper quoted
Malikias saying thatthe drone attackhad been
launched against southern regions of Saudi
Arabia, Press TVreported.

With the intensification of the coalition attacks
against civilian areas of Yemen, the popular
committees and the Yemeniarmyhave resumed
theirretaliatory and defensive attacks deep
inside the Sauditerritoriesinrecentdays.
Inlate November, the Yemeniarmylaunched a

Following the attack, Spokesman for the
Yemeni Armed Forces Brigadier General Yahya
Saree warned that such operations against
the coalition positions will continue aslongas
the Saudiaggression and the siege of Yemen
continues.He also noted that Yemeni forces
are observingand controlling the enemy’s
movements,and will target them wherever they
are.Supported militarily by the US, the UK, and
several other Western countries, Saudi Arabia
andanumber ofitsregional allieslaunched the
devastating war on Yemen in March 2015 to
crushapopularuprisingthathad overthrowna
regime friendly to Riyadh.

The US-based Armed Conflict Location and
Event Data Project (ACLED) estimates that
the war has claimed more than 100,000 lives

inYemen.

'V-Day'Is Here: UK Set
toBegin COVID-19

Vaccinations
UKhealthauthorities plantostartthe
NHS'slargestevervaccination program
onTuesday,as Britainissettobecome
thefirstcountryintheworldtousethe
Pfizer/BioNTechjab.

The national vaccination program,
dubbed "V-Day" by Health Secretary
Matt Hancock, hasbeentouted asa
"huge step forward" by Prime Minister
Boris Johnson, who emphasized that
he was "immensely proud" of the
scientists who have worked on the
vaccineand heaped praise on NHS staff
forworking "tirelessly" to make the
rolloutofinoculation happen."Today
marks a huge step forward in the
UK's fight against coronavirus, as
we begin delivering the vaccine to
the first patients across the whole
country.lamimmensely proud ofthe
scientistswho developed the vaccine,

members of the publicwho took part
intrials,and the NHS,whohaveworked
tirelessly to prepare for rollout. But
mass vaccination will take time, and
we mustremain clear-eyed aboutthe
challengesthatremain.Asthe program
ramps up in the weeks and months
ahead, itisasimportantasevertokeep
tothe COVID winter plan - following
therulesinyourareaand remember
thebasicsofhands, face and space,”
the Prime Minister stated.As many
as 50 hospital hubs are expected to
startvaccinatinghigh-priority groups
such as health workers, care home
workersand peopleaged over 80 with
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.Earlier,
British ministers have said that they
were confidentthatasmanyas800,000
dosesofthe US-Germanvaccinewould
arriveinthe UK by this week, Sputnik
reported.The Pfizer/BioNTechvaccine
issaidtobe 95 percenteffective against
the coronavirus, and is now seeking
emergency use approval from the US

Foodand Drug Administration (FDA),
aswellasapproval fromthe European
Medicines Agency (EMA).Lastweek,
the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)
approved the Pfizer/BioNTechvaccine
foremergency use. Atthe time, Boris
Johnson described the vaccine use
authorization as "fantastic" news,
saying thatit was the protection of
vaccinesthatwillhelp "reclaimourlives
and getthe economy movingagain".
Many countriesin Europe,includingthe
United Kingdom, France,and Germany;,
were forced into toughening social
distancingmeasures earlierin the fall
asthe continentfaced asecond wave
of COVID-19.The British government
has agreed to ease measures over
the upcoming Christmas holidays by
allowinguptothreehouseholdstomix
from23-28December. The UKnowhas
over 1.7 million confirmed coronavirus
cases and the country's COVID-19
deathtollstandsatover61,000.
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