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NEWS

VP submits Iran’s
national budgetbill to

Parliament

VP for Legal and Parliamentary Affairs
submitted the Rouhani administration’s
proposed budgetbill for the next Iranian fiscal
year (which will beginin March 2020) to the
parliamenton Wednesday.
Hossein-Ali Amirias the Vice-President for
Legal and Parliamentary Affairs submitted
Iran’s national budgetbill to Parliament on
Wednesday.
The bill was used to be submitted by President
Rouhani himself but this year he did not
attend today's Parliament sessiondue to,as he
described, the anti-coronavirus protocols.
The copies ofthe proposed bill provided to the
MPs will be examined and the MPs will give
their suggestions and views to the specialized
commission thatwill be setup for studying the
bill withinamonth.
VP for Legal and Parliamentary Affairs
submitted Iran’s national budget bill to
Parliamenton Wednesday.
The parliamentwill then review the budgetbill
inanopensession.
Accordingto the internal regulations of the
Iranian parliament, the administration should
presentthe annual budgetbill by December 5
eachyear.
Once the parliamentarians endorse the
government’s proposed budgetbill, it will go
to the Guardian Council, the constitutional
supervisory body, for ratification before
becominglaw.

Iran ready to present
scientific achievement to
friend states

Acting Minister of Science, Research and
Technology for Intl. Affairs said that Islamic
RepublicofIranisready to presentscientific
achievementsto friend countriesincludingIragq.
Speakinginavirtual meeting of Iran-IraqJoint
Scientific Committee on Tue., Hossein Salar
Amoli pointed to the scientific status of Iranian
universitiesintheregionand world and added,
“Good and satisfactory scientific ranking of
[ranian universities means thatstrengthening
scientificrelations between the two countries
canbringaboutbetterachievements forIraqin
terms of benefiting from the global experiences
ofscience and knowledge network.”

He further noted that Islamic Republic of
Iranisready to presentitslatest scientific
achievements available to friend and
neighboring countriesincludingIraq.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Salar Amoli pointed to
the main mission ofthe ministryand added that
Ministry of Science, Research and Technology is
apolicymaker, facilitator of scientificrelations,
so that exchange of policies for scientific
interactions using this way will help deepen
and strengthen bilateral relations.

At the end of this meeting, the two sides
exchanged their views on determining the
annual evaluation criteria of Iranian universities
inIraqwiththe coordination ofthe Iranianside,
laying the groundwork for the establishment
ofajointuniversity and academic center in
Iraq, developing cooperationin the field of
exchange of student, university lecturer and
faculty members, exchange of governmental
andacademicscholarshipsaswellassettingup
Science and Technology Park.
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%10 Declinein Home Prices Over

Three Weeks

Home prices have declined by %10 over the past

three weeks, as rising supply has puta downward

pressure on prices, Mostafa Qoli-Khosravi, the head

of Tehran Realtors Association, said recently.

“The Iranian month
ending Nov. 20
saw 5,072 home

N E W S deals concluded in

NEWS Tehran, indicating
I 2 48% decrease
compared with the
previous monthbuta12%
growth compared with the
same month oflastyear. The
number ofrentalagreements
in Tehran registered at
the state-run Tenement
Management Information
System [operated by the
Ministry of Roadsand Urban
Development] stood at
16,583, registeringa 10%
declinemonth-on-monthbut
a66%increaseyear-on-year,’
he was quoted as saying by
IRNA.
Qoli-Khosravi said over
44 339 sale contracts were
finalized across the country
during the month under
review, indicating a 31%
decrease month-on-month
buta 67% growth year-on-
year.
“A total of 133,096 lease
agreements were signed
across the country,duringthe
monthunderreview,postinga
9% decline month-on-month
buta273%riseyear-on-year,’
hesaid.
“Thedeclineinthenumber of
dealsisindicative ofreal state
buyers’ expectation of future
house-price depreciation
ratesandsellers'resistanceto
decreases.”
The official noted that the
country’seconomicprospects
are positive and the foreign
currency exchange rate is
declining, whichhasledtoa
declineinaskinghomeprices.
“Residential properties with
inflated prices don’thaveany
buyers,”hesaid.
CBIReport
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Latestdatapublished by the
Central BankofIran showa
total of 4,466 homes were
soldinthe capital duringthe
eighthmonth ofthe current
fiscalyear (Oct.22-Nov.20),
registeringa48.4% decline
comparedwiththepreceding
month, buta 9.9% growth
compared with the same
monthoflastyear.

The average price of each
square meter ofaresidential
property in Tehran stood at
271.93 millionrials ($1,080)
during the month under
review, showing a surge of
118.2%overlastyear’ssame
month,asaverage priceswere
registeredat 124.63 million
rials ($500) then.
Homepricesinthe capital city
increased by 1.8% compared
t0267.2millionrials ($1,064)
inthe seventh month of the
currentyear. The CBldataalso
showthatduringthe month
ending Nov. 20, newly-built
residential propertiesup to
fiveyearsold constituted the
highestproportion of deals
at38.9% (or 1,736 deals),
downby3.1percentagepoints
compared with the same
month oflastyear. Thatlost
share was added to homes
above 15years.Homeswitha
lifespanof16to20yearsand
above 20 years accounted
for17.7%and 13.8% oftotal
dealscomparedwiththesame
monthoflastyear’s16.4%and
9.2%),respectively.
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Exportsto Iraq
via Mehran

crossingtop
$280m

Iran's exports to Iraq via
Mehranborder crossingin
the western Ilam province
reached 534,000 tons
worth $284 million during
the eight calendar months
to November 20.
Rouhollah

director-general of Ilam
Customs Administration
made the announcement
on Wednesday, adding that
the trades between Iran

The share of dealsinvolving
homes that were six to 10
yearsand 11to 15yearsold
decreased from 18.9 and
13.5% ofthetotal dealsoflast
year’'ssamemonthto 17.5%
and12.1%thisyear.

The distribution of dealt
propertiesshowsthatamong
Tehran’s 22 districts, District
5 grabbed the highest share
oftotaldealsat12.1%.Itwas
followed by districts 10 and
fourwithashare of8.6%and
8.4%), respectively.

All-in-all, 10 districts (five,
10, four; two, 14, seven, eight,
15,11 and one) grabbed the
lion's share of the deals at
70.4% with the remaining
12 districtsholdinga29.6%
share.Among Tehran's 22
districts, District 1 registered
the highest average home
price of 550.1 million rials
($2,191) per square meter.
District 18 offered the capital
city's cheapesthomeswith
anaverage per-square meter
price of 120.4 million rials
(about$480). The aforesaid
numbers showarespective
increase of 134.3%and 99%
YOY.Residential units with
an average price range of
140 millionrials ($557) to
160 million rials ($637) per
square meter were the most
popularinTehranduringthe
Iranianmonth underreview,
as they grabbed an 8.6%
shareofall deals. They were
followed by units priced at

160 millionrials ($637) to
180 millionrials (§717) per
square meter withashare of
7.3% and homes priced at
120 millionrials ($478) to
140 millionrials (§557) per
square meter withashare of
6.9%. From the totalnumber
of deals, 62.1% belonged
tohomes cheaperthan the
average per-square meter
price of the city (i.e., 271.93
millionrialsor$1,083).
Residential unitswithafloor
areaof 60-70 square meters
registered the highestnumber
ofsaleswitha15.2% share of
totaldeals.

Units withan area of50-60
square meters and 70-80
square meters came second
and thirdwithsharesof15.1%
and 12.1%, respectively. All-
in-all, residential properties
with an area of under 80
square metershada57.2%
shareoftotal deals.

CBI data further show that
Tehran’s homes worth
between 6 billion rials
($23,904) and 8.5 billion
rials ($33,864) were the
mostpopularwitha 13.5%
share of total deals. These
were followed byhomeswith
a price tag of between 8.5
billionrials ($33,864)and 11
billion rials ($43,824) and
those priced atbetween 11
billion rials ($43,824) and
13.5billionrials ($53,784)
with a share of 10.6% and
9.5%oftotal deals.

Gholami,

and Iraq through Mehran
border crossingis on track
withall coronavirus-related
health protocolsin place.
He noted that currently,
500
Iran's export goods cross
the Mehran border to
Iraq daily.Construction
materials, steel products,
glass and tiles were the
main products exported via
Mehran during the eight-
month period.Accordingto
Gholami, Iran’s exports to
IraqviaMehran checkpoint
stoodat$1.18billion during
thelastfiscal year (March
2019-20).

trucks carrying
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Oilprice

declines extend
amid OPEC+
uncertainty,
COVID-19spread
Oil prices retreated
Dec.1amiduncertainty
surrounding an
expected extension
of OPEC+ production
quotas after the group
delayed its meetingto
Dec.3.
OPECishopingacouple
of days away from the
market's glare will
allow cooler heads to
prevailandrescueadeal
to extend production
cutsthatanalystssayis
neededtopreventan oil
glutinthemonthsahead.
Disagreements—at
times vehement,
accordingto sources—
between Saudi Arabia
and the UAE over how
quotaswillbemanaged
and enforced led to a
breakdown of formal
OPEC talks on Now.
30, and a meeting
with Russiaand other
partners scheduled for
Dec. 1 has now been
pushed back by two
days.
"Thelatestspatbetween
Saudi Arabia and the
UAE raises the risk
of taking the energy
market off the path
towardsrebalancing,”
OANDA senior market
analyst Edward Moya
saidinanote."The UAE
resistance to delaying
the outputhike wasnot
expected and willlikely
force OPEC+ to have
productiondiscussions
become a monthly
event."
NYMEXJanuary RBOB
settled 2.12 centslower
at $1.2204/gal, and
January ULSDwasdown
2.41centsat$1.3473/
gal.OPECdelegateshad
said the frameworkofa
three-month extension
favored by kingpin Saudi
Arabiaandseveral other
members had been
reached,butadeal has
been held up by the
UAE's insistence that
quota-bustingcountries
beheld toaccountwith
so-called compensation
cuts that have to date
beenlargelyunenforced,
exceptonitself.
Withoutan extension
agreement, the OPEC+
curbsare scheduled to
easefromthecurrent7.7
millionb/dto 5.8 million
b/dfromJanuary,which
many analysts have
said could overwhelm
the market given the
recent surge in crude
production from quota-
exemptLibya.



alienate people, the Daily Mail reported.

'Youlostabigaudience the minute yousayit, whichmakesitalotless
likely thatyou're actually goingto getthe changesyouwantdone,
Obamatold Hamby,accordingto Axios.

Protesters have continued to push 'defund the police'since the
Memorial Day death of George Floyd, who died under the knee ofa
white Milwaukee cop, as well as otherblack Americans, including
Breonna Taylor and Rayshard Brooks, who were killed by law
enforcement.

Their chanthasbecome arallying cry—and a stick for President
Donald Trump to use on Democrats as he portrays themas softon
crime.

Supporters say itisn'tabout eliminating police departments

orstripping agencies ofall of their
money.

Theysayitis time forthe country
toaddress systemicproblemsin
policing in America and spend
more on what communities
acrossthe USneed, likehousingand
education.

While speaking with Ryan, Obamaalso
talked aboutracismin America,and even

highlighted the arrest of Henry Louis Gates]Jr, 58, a

Harvard professorwhowasarrested afteraneighbor called the police
onhimwhenhestruggledtogetintohishome.

Obama Criticizes US Democrats for
Alienating Voters with Defund Police

Slogan

Former USpresident Barack Obama ccriticized theusage ofthe 'defund
thepolice'sloganand warned thatthe 'white population'isfearful that
the 'African American community' will get out of control with police
reform.

Obamamade the remarksintwo separate interviews, one with CNN
analyst April Ryan and the other forasegment on Peter Hamby's
Snapchatshow Good Luck America.

Theinterviewwith Hambyissettoair Wednesdaymorningand shows
Obamatellingthehostthat'snappy’'sloganslike'defundthepolice' can
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Iranto Respond
to Scientist’s
Killingin

‘Due Course’:
UN Mission

Spokesman
Iran’s UN mission
spokesman Alireza
Miryousefi reacted
to the recent
assassination of top
nuclear scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,
sayingthattheIslamic
Republicwillrespond
to the terror act “in
duecourse”.

"Iran makes
decisions on its
nuclear program
based on national
interests," Miryousefi
told Newsweek
one day after
Iranian lawmakers
overwhelmingly
endorsed the
outlines ofastrategic
action plan which
aims to counteract
sanctions imposed
ontheIraniannation
and safeguard its
interests.

"As you know, the
steps taken since
the US withdrew
from the JCPOA are
incremental and will
be in effect as long
as other parties are
in violation of the
accord and/or are
not fulfilling their
obligations,”headded.
Miryousefi warned,
however, that
vengeance was still
in the works for
Fakhrizadeh'skilling.
"Retaliation for
Dr. Fakhrizadeh's
assassination
will come in due
course against the
perpetrators of the
terroristaction, and
atatimeand place of
our choosing," he said.
Fakhrizadeh, who
headed the Iranian
Defense Ministry’s
Organization of
Defensive Innovation
and Research (SPND),
was targeted on
Friday in a multi-
pronged terrorattack
involvingatleastone
explosion and small
fire by a number of
assailantsin Absard
city of Damavand
County, Tehran
Province.

Iranian government
officials and military
commanders have
hinted thatthe Israeli
regime could have
been behind the
terrorattack, vowing
harshrevenge against
all the criminals
involved.

ago: Rouhani

[ran'sPresidentsaid thatthe country'snuclear power

isfargreaterthaneightyearsago.

He made the
remarks in the
Cabinetsessionon
Wednesday, while
he was expected
NEWS to attend a

—m Parliamentsession

tosubmitnextyear'sbudget
plantothelawmakers.

"I did not take part in the
Parliamentsessiontoday,due
tothedecisionsand protocols
madebythenational National
Coronavirus Combat and
Prevention Headquarters,"
Rouhaniunderlined.

"Some say that1did attend
the Parliament session
because ofthebodyapproved
the 'strategic measure to
liftsanctions and safeguard
rights of Iranian nation’,
whichisnottrue," he said,
"However, the government
does not agree with the
ratified planand considersit
detrimental to the course of
diplomaticactivities."

"Our enemies did their
bestto putpressure on the
Iraniannation to make them
surrender. Enemies sought
toturn the sanctionsinto a
full-blown economicwar, but
atthe sametime, we believe

thatby the failure of the US
maximumpressure campaign
againstIran, thesituation will
bedifferentinthenextIranian
calendaryear (startingMarch
2021)."
Whoevertakesofficeinthe US
mustkneel downin front of
theresistance ofthe Iranian
nation,headded.

He noted thatbackin 2016,
with14.5%economicgrowth,
the countryhad the highest
growth rate among world
countries.

"Our defense strength,
especially in the field of
strategic weapons, in these
sevenyearsisnotcomparable
toeightyearsago,"hesaid.
"Thenuclear powerwehave
todayisfargreaterthanever.
We have reached IR8 and

IR9 today from IR1 and IR2
production. Todayweareable
toenrich [IR2ZM in multiple
chains. We canalso have an
enrichmentchainwith IR6,"
headded.

"Also, in terms of facilities,
research and development,
oursituationisbetterthan
ever;"headded.

"We all know that before
Trump, there were people
who opposed the JCPOA,
especially the Zionists, its
regionalallies,and of course,
the American extremists,"
hesaid, "These three groups
tried with all their mightnot
to let the JCPOA succeed,
butthey failed. Because the
previous US administration
[iie. Obama admin.]
was somewhat familiar

Iran's today nuclear power greater than 8 yrs

with politics and world
management, butsomeone
[Trump] came to power in
the United States who had
nomanagement,no politics,
and no tact. And he could
easily go anywhere by Saudi
money and the pressure of
theZionistsand extremistsin
America."

"Under Trump, the United
Statesbroke and violated a
dealthatwasbeneficial tothe
worldandregional stability
and could pave the way for
constructive collaboration
aroundtheworld."
Rouhanialsoannounced that
theadministrationisresolved
toincrease oil salesnextyear
and expects to exportover
twomillionbarrelsof oiland
condensate.

SpeakerStresses
Ending Relianceon Oil

Revenues

The speaker of Iran’s Parliament
described petrodollars as an
unreliable source of income
while the administration is

budgetbill for the next Iranian
fiscal year (which will begin
in March 2021).Addressing a
parliamentary session on
Wednesday, Mohammad Bager
Qalibafsaid what mustbe taken
intoaccountin formulating the
national budgetisnon-reliance

repeatedly stressed by Leader
of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei.
The Parliament speaker said
the budget’s dependence on
petrodollars would be totally
damaging and abortive.The
overriding concernisabudget

Parliament is pushing for a
budgetreformwithnewsources
ofrevenue.Theadministration’s
proposed budgetbill for the next
Iranianfiscalyearhasbeensigned
by PresidentHassan Rouhani.The
presidenthaspreferred toabsent
himselffromthe parliamentary

going to submit its proposed  on oilincomes, whichhasbeen  deficit, he said, addingthatthe sessiononWednesday.
Bidenclaims standing tohisnewpreconditionssaidhe  onlranthatTrumpimposed. inspectors.
byviewtoreturnto stillstandsbyhisviewsonthelran  The nuclear deal — known as  Followingtheinterview, Freidman
Y nuclearandreturningtothedeal, the Joint Comprehensive Plan said, “The view of Biden and his
JCPOA saying, “It'sgoingtobehard,but  of Action (JCPO.) —wassigned nationalsecurityteamisthatonce

US President-elect Joe Biden
claimsheisstillready toreturn
tothelrannucleardealand end
Trump’ssanctionsonlIran.
Inaninterview with New York
Times columnist, Thomas
Friedman, Bidenwithoutreferring

yeah.”

He had previously said that “if
[ranreturnsto strictcompliance
withthenucleardeal, the United
Stateswouldrejointheagreement
asastarting point for follow-on
negotiations,” andliftthe sanctions

in 2015. Trump unilaterally
withdrew fromitin May 2018,
reimposing sanctions on Iran,
claimingitwasabad dealtobegin
with and thatIran was cheating
—whichwasnottheviewofthe
Europeanallies orinternational

thedealisrestored bybothsides,
therewillhavetobe,invery short
order,around of negotiations to
seektolengthenthedurationofthe
restrictions on Iran’s production
of fissile material as well as to
addressIran’sregionalactivities."

NEWS

Hackers Breach Israeli
Insurance Company, Steal
Client Data

Hackerstargetingan Israeliinsurance company
claimed to have made off with avasthoard of
personal dataonits clients, including officials.
In a joint statement Tuesday, the Capital
Markets Authority and the Israel National Cyber
Directorate confirmed thatthere had beena
cyberattack on the Shirbitinsurance company
and thatinformation had beenleaked in the
breach, Israelimediareported.

[tadded thataninvestigationinto the cyber
incident had begun the night before amid
suspicionsofanattackonthe company’s servers.
“Aninitial investigation found thatinformation
onthedetails of clients’insuranceisinvolved,”
the statementsaid, noting thatthe investigation
was still ongoing.

A group calling itself BlackShadow took
responsibility for the attack, boasting of its
successinaseries oftweetsthatincluded images
of some of the information taken, as well as
technical details apparently intended to show
the scale ofthe assault.

“Ahuge cyberattack has taken place by Black
Shadow team,” the group tweeted. “There
has been a massive attack on the network
infrastructure of Shirbit Company, whichisin
Israel'seconomicsphere.”

2 months set to stop
Additional Protocol

implementation

In an amendment following Tuesday's
parliamentary legislation, the Iranian
Parliamentset 2 months for the government to
stop voluntary implementation of Additional
Protocol.

According to the Iranian lawmakers on
Wednesday, the voluntary implementation of
the Additional Protocol will be stopped two
months after the entryinto force ofthe law that
was passed yesterday ifthe obligations arenot
fullyimplemented by participant countriesin
Irannuclear deal.

In Tuesday's parliamentary legislation, the
deadline was setatone month from the time the
law was passed.

Lawmakersratified on Tue.the general outlines
ofacounteractive plan for thelifting of sanctions
after the failure of JCPOA’s European parties
to fulfil commitments and in wake of the
assassination ofan Iranian scientist.
Accordingto Parliament's National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission Spokesman Abolfazl
Amouei, the "general outlines" of the double-
urgency motion was passed with 248 votesin
favour, during Tuesday morning's open session.
Amoueisaid the plan, the details of which await
thelawmaker’s decision, aims to counteract
unilateral sanctions imposed on the Islamic
Republic by Western countries, topped by the
United States.

UNSCtodiscussJCPOAiIn

Dec.: president

The President of the United Nations Security Council
says the body will hear a briefing session on the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) this month.

Speakinginavideo press conference on December 1,
the organ’s President for the month Jerry Matthews
Matjila (South Africa) pointed to the Council's agenda for

December.

The third week will feature Middle Eastbriefings on Syria
and Yemen aswell asone onthe United Nations Assistance
Missionin Afghanistan (UNAMA), he said,accordingto the

UN pressservice.

Before the Christmas break, the Council willhear briefings
onthe Middle Eastpeace process, including the question

ofPalestine,and the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action on
Iran’snuclear programme, he added.

Elsewhere, when asked about the assassination of Iranian
nuclearscientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, he said the Council
hasnotreceived any requestto act on that matter, butthe
meetingon Iran’s nuclear programme later this month will
beheldin“anewglobal environment”.

Iran and major world powers signed a deal in 2015
according to which Tehran agreed to put limits on
itsnuclear program in exchange for the lifting of the
international sanctions. However, in May 2018, US
President Donald Trump pulled his country out of the
dealand imposed severe unilateral sanctions on Iran's
economy, which is often described by [ranian officials as
'economicterrorism'.
The Islamic Republic, in response, reduced its

commitmentsto the deal, highlighting thatallits stepsare

reversible
assoonasotherpartiestothe
dealensurelran's economicinterests undertheaccord.




Venezuela President Ready to Step Down If Opposition

‘Wins Parliamentary Elections

Venezuelan PresidentNicolas Madurosignaled readinesstoresignifthe opposition

forceswinthe upcomingparliamentaryvote.

"Ifwewin, wewillgoahead, butIshouldalso say thatmyfateisinyourhands.Ifthe
opposition wins, [will step down from the post ofthe president,” he said, Sputnik

reported.

[fthe opposition winsthe elections, [willnolonger stay here, my fateisin the hands of the Venezuelan

20000 Rials

people,"Madurosaidinatelevisedaddress.

Electionsto Venezuela's unicameral parliamentwill take place on Sunday, with 107 political partiesand
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associationsrunningforseats. The opposition bloc, which includes the party of opposition political Juan
Guaido, hasdecided toboycotttheelections.

H

news

Iran
Iran's decisions on
nuclear prog. based on
national interests

Spokesperson for the
Iranian Mission to the
UN said thatIran makes
decisionsonitsnuclear
program based on
nationalinterests."Iran
makes decisions on its
nuclear program based
on national interests,"
Iranian mission to
the UN spokesperson
Alireza Miryousefi told
Newsweek.

"As you know, the steps
taken since the US
withdrew fromtheJCPOA
areincremental and will
beineffectaslongasother
partiesareinviolation of
theaccordand/orarenot
fulfillingtheir obligations."

h o

"Retaliation for
Dr. Fakhrizadeh's
assassination will come
in due course against
the perpetrators of the
terrorist action, and at
a time and place of our
choosing,"Miryousefisaid.

Oil pricedeclines extend amid OPEC+

uncertainty, COVIDI19-spread

Chabahar Port equipment capable ofloading
15,000 tons of goods aday

Director of Ports and Maritime Organization of Sistan and

Baluchistan said on Wednesday that the equipment in

southeastern strategic Iranian port of Chabahar, is capable of

loading 15,000 tons of goods per day.

Behrouz Aghaeitold IRNA thatthe factshows
aconsiderableincreasein exportand imprt
ofbasicgoods through Chabahar Portand
Chababhar, the firstIranian portthatis able to
attractforeign operators.

Hereferred tothe modern equipment ofthe
ocean portforunloading grainsand added
theunloading process ofthe shipisstarted as
soonasitharbored.

Havingjointborders with two neighboring
countries of Afghanistanand Pakistan, Iran's
Chabahar canbearoutetojoinIndian Ocean
and Africato Commonwealth ofIndependent
States (CIS), Iranian President Hassan
Rouhanihad said earlier.

After the completion of the first phase of
Shahid Beheshti Portin Chabahar, it can
playimportantrolein marketing, canattract
investorsand facilitate thearrival of different
shipsandvessels, Aqaeiannounced.

As anational development project, it will
also prepare the ground for fostering
trade exchanges with neighboring states,
includingIndia, Omanand Afghanistan, Aqaei
underlined.

Indian operator in Shahid Beheshti Port
withten-year-longagreementis committed
to provide 85-million-dollar worth of
strategic equipment, Aqaeisaid, adding
thatthe ownership ofthe equipmentwill be
presented toIranatthe end oftheagreement.
Chabahar Port,located in southeasternIran
onthe Gulf of Oman, serves asIran’s only
oceanic port,and consists of two separate
portsnamed Shahid Kalantari and Shahid
Beheshti, each of which has five berths.

UK Approves Pfizer Coronavirus Vaccine for
Rollout from Next Week

Britain gave emergency approval on Wednesday to Pfizer’s

coronavirusvaccine, becomingthe first Western country toallow

massinoculationsagainsta disease.

thatNational Health Service staff members
will receive the shotsfirst.
The government has been coy about

The authorization to use the vaccine
developed by Pfizer,a US pharmaceutical
giant, and BioNTech, a much smaller
German firm, kicked off a vaccination
campaign withlittle precedentin modern
medicine, encompassing not only
ultracold dryice and trays of glass vials
butalsoacrusade againstanti-vaccine
misinformation.

The Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine must
be transported at South Pole-like
temperatures, a requirement that is
already dictating who will be vaccinated:
Nursing-home residents were supposed to
be Britain’s top priority under an advisory
committee’s plans,butalimiton howmany
times officials believe the vaccine can be
moved beforeitloses effectiveness means

how quickly it could stock hospitals after
approval, butdoctors and nurses were
preparing to begin vaccinating their
colleagues within days.

The global death toll from the coronavirus
infection has topped 1.47 million, with
atotal of 63.7 million cases of the virus
havingbeen detected worldwide, according
to Baltimore, Maryland's Johns Hopkins
University.Britain has suffered one of
Europe’shighestper capitadeathtolls from
the virus.Atthe moment, the mostaffected
countriesinthe world are the US (over 13.7
millioninfected, 270,000 deaths), India (9.4
millioninfected, 137,600 fatalities), and
Brazil (6.3 million cases, 173,800 deaths).
Europeannationsare also suffering from
asecond wave of the pandemic, with many
ofthem imposinglockdowns over the last
month,including France, Germany, Belgium,
Hungary,and others.

30% ofimported

medicines arefrom
U.S.
Head of Health Economy

Commission of Tehran Chamber
of Commerce Mr. Nasser Riahi
says COVID-19 vaccine produced
by two American companies will
definitely arrive in Iran, saying
thatcurrently 30 percentoflran’s
monthlyimported medicines are
fromtheU.S.asoneshould consider
thispointthatvaccineisnotunder
theU.S.sanctions.

SpeakingtoILNA, Riahiexplained
thelatestdevelopmentonimports
of COVID-19 vaccine to Iran,
sayingthataccordingtoreports,
two American COVID-19 vaccine
producershaveapplied for getting
alicense for distribution of the
vaccine and it is expected the

vaccinetobedistributedintheU.S.
inaweek.

Henoted thatthe production of
COVID-19vaccineinIndiaisinits
laststagesand some countrieshave
pre-purchasedthevaccine.

Riahi wentonto say thatexcept
forthe U.S.whichdoesnotfollow
the World Health Organization
directives, other countries
accordingtothedirectives ofthe
WHO,areallowedtofirstvaccinate
theirhealthstaffand three percent
oftheirtotal populationsand then
graduallyvaccinate theremaining
population.
Hesaidheisnotoptimisticlranians
to have access to the vaccine
beforethe New Year (late March),
reactingtosomereportsthatlran
airnavigationis gettingready for
importsofthevaccineandsaid ifit
istrue, heisnotaware ofit.

Riahireiterated thatissueslike
sanctions or transfer of money
cannot hinder imports of the
vaccine, noting that sanctions
cannotbeanobstacleforimporting
the COVID-19vaccine.
Healsosaid thatinthe condition
thatthe countryimportsmedicines
worth 100m euros monthly, the
expenseofimportingthe COVID-19
vaccineislowerbutoneshould not
forgetthatthe producersdonotsell
entirelythevaccinetoany country.
Hesaidthe Indian-made COVID-19
vaccineisthe cheapestone that
each dose ofitwill costaround $4
while the vaccines produced by
American companies will cost
between20to30dollarsperdose.
Onthe price ofthe China-made
vaccine, Riahisaid each dose ofthe
Chinesevaccine may costbetween
30to70dollars.

Afghanexpertsays
terroristattacks
putatriskint'llaw
&order

Afghan political expert Abdul
LateefNazarisaid on Wednesday
thatterroristattacksagainst
officials ofthe countries putat
riskthe International Law and
order.

In an interview with IRNA,
Nazariunderlined thatterrorist
attacksto assassinate officials
andmovesliketheassassination
of the Iranian scientist will
jeopardize the international
peaceandsecurity.

He described assassination of
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, head of
the Research and Innovation

OrganizationofIran’s Ministry of
Defense,asaviolationofhuman
rights as well as meddling
in the domestic affairs of the
independentstates.
Theassassination ofthe senior
Iranian nuclear and defense
industry scientist, which could
be regarded as an asset to
humanity,isacrimeandaclear
violation of human rights, he
furthernoted.

From every dimension to
consider theissue,itcould be
concluded thatthe perpetrators
oftheterror crime are players
who seekto create tensionsin
thesensitiveregion of West Asia,
Nazariunderlined.

The Afghan analyststated that
thecrimeshouldbe condemned
by the UN Security Council,

international bodies because
itcould endanger global peace
and security.Although the
perpetrators have not officially
claimed responsibility, many
media outletsand observers
have blamed Mossad for the
assassination, he said,adding
thatthe New York Times has
considered him asthe number
onetargetofthe Mossad ofIsrael.
Earlier, Afghanistan’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs has issued
astatementcondemning the
terroristattack.Fakhrizadeh
was assassinated on November
27 whenacarbomb exploded
nearhisvehicleandanautomatic
machinegunopenedfireonhim
afterwards,accordingtoIranian
Defense Minister Brigadier-
General Amir Hatami.
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