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Iran’s petchem production
capacityincreases by 10mn
tons

Production capacity of petrochemicals since the

beginning ofthe currentyear (started March 21,2020)
hasincreased by 10 million tons.

Byimplementinganumber of six petrochemical projects
since the beginning of the currentyear, the country’s

production capacity willhit 100 million tonsannually.
Once objectives predetermined in petrochemical
industry are realized by 2021, petrochemical’s
production capacity willhit 100 million tons, valued at
$37billion.

theofficialadded.
The official wentonto say that Chabaharisanimportant
portthatcanserveasalinkto connectregional states,
including Afghanistanand Central Asian countries, with
itslow-costroute.

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Commerce Mehrdad Saadat Dehghan

criticized Turkey’sinspection processatthe

border checkpoints whichharmsthe export

and transit of the goods to or through this
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petrochemical production capacity hasincreased by N b l t) 7 t d l t d th What's News
nearly 10 million tons despite sanctions. 0 pOSSl l l O eve Op l.a‘ e Wl
Therefore, the petrochemical industry has been P )
paid serious attention inits various down-, mid-,and Tul.ke ° OﬂiCIal Isfahan Power
upstreamsectorsinrecentyears. y, Plantto Help
Based onthe planning made in thisregard, objectives Support Water
of which will be materialized by the next year (to Conservation
start March 20,2021), the country’s petrochemical Head of Iran-Turkey Joint Chamber of Isfahan  wastewater

networkwillbelinked via
a 3000-meter pipeline
tothe sewage treatment
unit of Isfahan Power
Plant,inthe eponymous

Dwindle

Atotal 0f180,000t0 200,000
hectares are estimated to
have gone under oilseeds
cultivationinthe currentcrop

National Oilseed Project.
“Thisamountwill only meet
18% of domesticdemand and
therestneedstobeimported
.. The government spends
more than $4 billion per year

Club.

About a month ago, the
official had told IRNA that
the Agriculture Ministry
estimates 550,000 hectares
of farmlands will go under

of differentkinds of oilseeds,
whichwould marka50% year-
on-year increase, provided
farmers are encouraged to
goalongwith the Agriculture
Ministry’s plan.

[ranian Oil Minister Bijan Namdar Zanganeh termed country. central province,andsave
‘surge in production’ of petrochemicalindustryinline 5 million cubic meters of
withimplementation of resistance economy’. B S2adat Dehghan waterannually, managing
Con_currentwiththe developmentofpetrochemi.cal %J/Lzl said it is Turkey director ofthe provincial
pr01ects., feeqneededl.)ydoyvnstreampetrochemlcal ISFA“AN Customs Office’s electriccompanysaid.
companies willbe provided timely, headded. right to inspect “Construction of the
Hewentonto say thatsix petrochemical projects have N E w s the cargoes which wastewater unit for the
beenputintooperationsince thebeginning ofthe current NEWS are imported power station cost $3.3
year, total of which have added 10 million tons to the oo into Turkey or millionand is now ready
currentproduction capacity. transited through this toreceive raw sewage for
Theannual value of productsin these six petrochemical country, adding that but treatment,” Bargh News
complexesisestimated atabout $1.5 billion, Oil Minister this insp’ectionshouldnot the Tu.rkish bF)rder for'a Onthe currentdomestic recent problems have quoted Saeed Mohseni
Zanganehadded. cause any damage to the long time while thergls problems, . Saadat createdhurdleforlIran’s assaying, The outputwill
R oodsas sometimes the ™° legal problem forits Dehghan said that exports. beusedbyindustriesand
Chabaharin southeast Iran, goods are damaged and transit. He warned that  sanctions, forexproblems According to the latest fArmers
o with current condition andtransportationareof report released by p '

The plant can produce
chance foragrowmgtrade iﬁzcciiﬁfye returned to andlongdelayforrelease theotherwoesaffecting Turkish Statistical 5 millli)oncubic I’Eeters of
Withneighbors He said in recent weeks of the trucks, Iranian the trade with Turkey In.stltute, Iran’s trade treated wastewater per
Southeastern strategic Iranian portof Chabaharisan there have been some goodscannotbetakento and above all Turkey’s  with Turkey stood at annum,apartofwhichwill

. . : theirdestinationsontime behaviorforsolvingthese $2.28 billion during
opportunity for the country to promote trade and boost problems with Turkish ) besold to farmers along
. . . : . : andthe exportersdonot problems has caused thefirstthree quarters .
economicdevelopmentwith the neighboring countries. Customs Office and the fford th tsof tsto Turkev to ] £ 2020 the Zayandehrud River
Chabaharisthe firstIranian portthatisable toattract related Turkish bodies fclheol:)ngodilagy ecostso ft);?:l)éaii?lg urkeytotose geptember) tg]?;l;igl: (nowalmostdry)andthe
forei tors, Director-G 1 of Ports and i i ' ’ restto coolingtowersand
l\zziiltgirr;(e)%irgilr?irzsatiolrrleocft(;lre sgfll:}::asierr(l)lrr;naizn xz;e J?g,f:ernggesmnlg Headdedthatsometimes  He further said that a decrease of 59.76% steamunitsiithepower
. . . ' Iranian goods are imports from Turkey compared with the »
fSistan-Baluchestan Beh AqaeitoldIRNA & lant,” henoted.
grrlol\?(?ncc(;:y istan-baluchestanbelroozAqaetto })(fiigtecdotrlrifnlirsasr;oiulilr(aez damaged atthe border havealsofaced problems correspondingperiod of g‘he facility will treat
Agael refellredtolndiaas one ofthe foreign operators CustomsAdministr;ltion and theyarereturnedto and transited cargovia 2019. effluent produced in
presentin Chabahar andlranTradePromotion' the countryandtheyare Turkey faces domestic Iran exported $782.3 nearby cities, namely
Havingjointborderlswithtwoneighboringcountries Oreanization to take noteveninaconditionto restrictionswhichmakes millionworthofgoodsto Khomeini Sh’ahr and
of Afghanistanand Pakistan, Iran's Chabahar canbea thi{i issue seriously and bere-exported. traderslose interestin - Turkey duringthe period Dorchehandhelpeasethe
. . . ) Hereiterated thatwith exportstolran,andthe toregistera78.3%year-
routetojoinIndian Oceanand Africato Commonwealth resolveit. h diti h is that Turkish d waterproblemsoffarmers
ofIndependent States (CIS), Iranian President Hassan He added that trucks the current concition,  fruth 1s that Turkis on-year crop. Impo.rts in the central plateau
. . . . exports to Turkey traderscannotexportto fromlIran’sneighboring . :
Rouhanihasonce said. carryingIranian goods become meaningless Iran country stood at $1.5 forever grappling with
Aft letion of the first phase of Shahid Beheshti i i j : chronicwatershortages.
o andallaerecommended SaadatDehghan nokedbillondown 270010 TV
. ! Y . . ' p ysat, . to forget exporting thatin the time when Monthlytradebetween
canattractinvestorsand facilitate thearrival of different Customs due toillogical Isfahan Power Plant
. . to Turkey because borders were closed Iranand Turkey fell to .
shipsandvessels, Aqaeiannounced. reasons. ) . v ; was designed touse wet
Asanational developmentproject,itwillalso prepare the Saadat Dehghan added they will sufferlosses, duetothe Coronavirus under $300 million in coolingtowers, the water
. Ject . . . 5 emphasizing that with pandemic,Iran’sexports the ninth month of the o
ground for fostering trade exchange with neighboring that sometimes truck . ; for which in the past
statesincluding India, Omanand Afghanistan, Aqaei carrying engine oil which the current attitude toTurkeyhaddeclined year,mostly duetoafall came from Zayandehrud
underlined ’ ’ justi}lsb%inggtransitedvia of Turkey, there is no by90 percentbutafter inlran’sexportstothe River However it is
Indian operator in Shahid Beheshti Port with ten-year- Turkey butis stopped at ,ICJOSdSlbl.glt i’h.to devtelop .Otp.emng Oféhe b(;)rde.rs neighboring country. facingserious challenges
longagreementis committed to provide 85-million- radewl 1scountry. ttimproved, and again because theriver’s water
dollarworth of strategic equipment, Aqaeisaid, adding . . P levels continue torecede
i . ) o year (September 2020-21), to meet domestic demand oilseed cultivation in the
‘Ichatthe}(l)wnzrs}fn}p;oftheequ1pmentw1llbepresentedto Estu{lates producing close to 600,000 for vegetable oils,” Alireza currentcropyear. ?ndtt}(lie platmt ntlust use
;}?nalt(t te eCnh %the a'greemerlltt'. Indi ‘ " for Oilseed tons,accordingtothedirector Mohajerwasalsoquotedas Thisvolume, headded, will Lr(??a‘:e(;\i?lst}?e‘:vsi)s:hwest
ankstothabahars capacities, india can transpor : of Agriculture Ministry’s sayingby Young]Journalists yield closeto 900,000 tons
commodities to Afghanistan with noneed to Pakistan, Production 5 y yig by gl y : ofsfahanand onthebanks

ofZayandehroudRiver;itis
asteam power plantwith
five units and 835 MW
capacity.

A steam power plant
consistsofaboiler,steam

NO 643

Solution: NO 642
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Comprehensive
Trade System

operational
Iranian
announced
Comprehensive
System  has
operational.

that

ICT minister

Trade
brcome

Minister of Communications

and Information Technology
(ICT) Mohammad-Javad

Jahromisaid the system is
meantto preventsmuggling,

improve the transparency of
trade statistics, and facilitate
servicesfortraders.
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system is a mechanism
for the facilitation of
doing business and will
ease the complexities
ofinternational trade for
traders.

The system was unveiled in
September2018.
Itincludesa Comprehensive
Trade System, a Goods
Identification  System,
an Integrated System for
Warehousing Goods, a
Validation System, and
Credit Rating System
(special of merchants and
businesspersons) as well
as Trade CreditInstructure.

turbine and generator,
and otherauxiliaries. The
boiler generates steam
athighpressureand high
temperature. The steam
turbine converts the
heatenergy of steaminto
mechanical energy. The
generator then converts
the mechanical energy
intoelectricpower.
Isfahan is located in an
arid region with below
minimum precipitation
and like many other
provinces has been
struggling with drought
foryearsresultinginthe
gradual drying up ofthe
ZayandehrudRiver-once
theprideoftheregion.
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UN Chiefcalls
forhonouring
the victims of
chemical warfare
United Nations
Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres in
his message on Day
of  Remembrance
for All Victims of
Chemical Warfare,
30 November 2020,
called for honouring
thevictims of chemical
warfare by pledging to
consign these dreadful
weapons to the pages
ofhistory.

Guterres' message
whichwasreleased on
theoccasionofthe Day
of Remembrance for
AllVictims of Chemical
Warfare was e-mailed
to IRNA by the United
Nations Information
Center (UNIC) in
Tehran.

Inthe message, he said
that "more than one
hundred years after
thefirstlarge-scaleuse
of chemicalweaponsin
battle, they continue to
inflictterror, suffering
anddeath.

Recent years have
seentheerosionofthe
tabooagainstchemical
weapons, threatening
the disarmamentand
non-proliferation
regimes.

The use of chemical
weapons anywhere,
by anyone, under
any circumstances,
is intolerable and a
serious violation of
internationallaw.
Impunity for their use
isunacceptable.
There can be no
justification for the
use ofthese abhorrent
weapons. We must
remain united and
determined in
preventing their use,
or the threat of their
use. We cannotallow
ourselvestobecome
inured.

It is imperative that
those who use, or
have used, chemical
weaponsareidentified
and held accountable.
That is the only way
to meet our moral
responsibility to the
victims of chemical
warfare.

The Day of
Remembrance forall
Victims of Chemical
Warfareisanoccasion
to pay tribute to
the victims of these
inhumaneweapons, to
assessour progressin
preventing any future
use, and to renew
ourdetermination to
eliminate them from
ourworld.

Ex-F'M Stresses Iran’s
Calculated, Decisive

Response to Assassination
of Fakhrizadeh

Head of Iran’s Strategic Council on Foreign Relations
said there will be a definite and calculated response to
the assassination of prominentIranianscientist Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran will undoubtedly give a
calculated and decisive response to the criminals who

took martyr Fakhrizadeh away from the Iranian nation,”
Kamal Kharrazisaid inamessage released on Sunday.
The former Iranian foreign minister also paid tribute
to the late scientist for pursuing scientific projects for
ensuring the country’s security and protecting the
homeland.

Fakhrizadeh,aseniornuclearand defense scientist, was
assassinated by unknown gunmen in a small city east of
Tehran on Friday evening.

Aftersustaininginjuries froma car explosionandbullets,
Fakhrizadeh was taken to the hospital with a helicopter,
butsuccumbed toinjuriesafewhourslater.

In amessage after the incident, Leader of the Islamic

Europe’sresponse to terror of Iranian

scientist sickening

ABritishscholarbelieves that the assassination of

Iranian Scientist, Mohsen Fakhrizadeh was carried
outbylsraelinfull coordinationwith the United States
and SaudiArabia,

sy ProfessorRodney
&JJV’ Shakespeare,
a renowned

hsinﬂlng political
commentator

NEWS and  visiting
o professor  of
binary economics at
Trisakti University,believes
thatthe assassination of
Iranian Scientist, Mohsen

Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei
called on all relevant
administrators to
“investigate this
crime and firmly
prosecute its
perpetrators and its
commanders” and “to
continue the martyr’s
scientificand technological
effortsinall the sectors where
hewasactive.”

NEWS

Gen. Hatami:

Perpetrators of Fakhrizadeh
terrormustawait Iran's
response

Iran's Defense Minister warned perpetrators of
theassassination of Martyr Fakhri Zadeh thatno
vicious crime, assassination, or stupid move willgo

Fakhrizadeh was carried
outby the Israeliregime
in full coordination with
the United Statesand Saudi
Arabia.

“European  hypocrisy
issickening. All the time
Europe shows creepy-
crawly sycophancy to
Israel and a complete
unwillingness to ever
stand up to the outrageous
bullyingofthe USA,” noted
Rodney Shakespeare, who
isaco-founder ofthe Global
Justice Movement.

The followingis the full text
oftheinterview:

Mohsen Fakhrizadeh,
a senior Iranian expert
specialized in nuclear
technology was
assassinatedinaterrorist
attackonFridayafternoon.
Whatisyourtake onthis?
This cowardly
assassination was done

by Israel. Occupyingand
annexingtheland of others
whilst carrying out a
creepinggenocidein Gaza.
Israel has always wanted
a war; Saudi Arabia has
always wanted awar; and
Trump hasalwayswanteda
war. Buttheylackanexcuse
forstartingone. Soadirty,
slimykillingisdoneinorder
togoadIranintoaresponse
which could thenbeused to
justifyanattack.
Ifthereisnoresponse from
Iranthenitis certain that
there will be some sortof
(Mossad-organised) false
flagincidentforwhichIran
will be blamed thereby
enablingIsrael, Saudiand
theUSAtoattacklran.
However,itisalso certain
thatneitherIsraelnorSaudi
Arabia (two bully-boy
regimes) willattack Iran by
themselves-theywillwant

tobesure thatthe USAis
alsoinvolved.

Atpresent, only one thing
restrainsanattackon Iran
and that is the certainty
that, if it happens, a
large past of West Asia
(particularly America’s
brutal, autocratic allies)
willgoupinflames.

Israeli media  had
announced thatthe plan
for the assassination had
failed lastyear. They also
claimed thatthe name of
Fakhrizadeh had been
released to Israeli spy
agency Mossad by the
United Nations. Whatdo
youthink?

Israel didit; Saudi connived
at it -- and Trump is
delighted. Hewantswarso
thathe canposeasaGreat
Presidentwho (allegedly)
iskeeping Americasafeand
sohavean excusetoremain

inthe White House.

(NB. Trump’s legal
campaign to overthrowthe
recent American election
hasagreatweakness-lack
oftime to actually get the
evidence particularly in
relation to the Dominion
computers. Awar would
give himmore time to fight
thelegal cases.)

Iran calls on the
international community -
especially EU- to end their
shamefuldoublestandards
& condemnthisactofstate
terror. Howdoyouthinkthe
international community
shouldreacttothiscrime?
European hypocrisy
is sickening. All the time
Europe shows creepy-
crawly sycophancy to
Israel and a complete
unwillingness to ever
stand up to the outrageous
bullyingofthe USA.

unanswered.

The funeral ceremony ofthe Martyr Mohsen Fakhri
Zadeh held with the presence of Iran's Defense
Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatamias well
otherstate officials.

Todayit'stimetobid farewell tosomeone wholived
hiswholelifeinthe path of right, said Hatamiin this
ceremony stressing thattheviciousassassination
ofthelranianscientistmade himarole model for
Iranianyouthand students.

"Inorderto continue the path of FakhriZadeh,inthe
Sunday cabinetmeeting, we decided todouble the
budgetofthe Researchand Innovation Organization
ofthe Ministry of DefenseinthenextIranianyear”,
Hatamiannounced.

Now, Fakhri Zadeh is a universal figure at the
internationallevel,anditisabeginningtothefailures
ofthe enemiesoftheIslamic Republic,henoted.
Today,itis40yearsthatenemies claim thatthe
military optionisonthetable, but,they didnothave
the courage orthe opportunity touseit, hesaidand
added, “Eventually they had to puttheirso-called
optionunderthetablewithshame.”

Iran's Defense Ministeralsowarned thatnocrime,
assassination, orstupid move willgo unanswered.
“Inline with the instructions of the Leader ofthe

I[slamicRevolution, we won’tstop pursuingthe case
ofthe criminals and perpetuates of the terrorist

UAE condemns

UAE Ministry of Foreign Affairshas
issued astatementcondemning

ofIran Ministry of Defense, was
assassinatedinaterroristattack

"Given the current situation in
the region, the UAE calls upon

attack” heunderlined.
“Isincerely thankall nationsand governmentswho

terrorist attack the “heinous” terrorist attack nearTehranonFridayafternoon. all partiesto exercise maximum voiceq their ij e,f:tion overthe assassinatior.f' h,e
. . against Iranian  scientist Thestatement,whichwasissued degrees ofself-restrainttoavoid alsosaid,adding, An@the governments WhF) dlqn t
aga]llst Il'a]]]a]l Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.Mohsen onSundaynight,warnedthatthe draggingtheregionintonewlevels condemnsuchterrorists’ move, mustbearinmind
R o Fakhrizadeh,thehead ofResearch  terroristattackcould furtherfuel ofinstabilityandthreattopeace,” thatcompromisingwitharrogantterrorists makes
scientist and Innovation Organization conflictintheregion. thestatementsaid. themmorearrogant.”
| News |
lead to general war.

Death of Zionist Israel’
Sweetest Revenge for Killing
of Top Iran Scientist: Ex-CIA
Officer

Robert David Steele, a former CIA agent, said that the Tel
Avivregime assassinated top Iranian nuclear scientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh to provoke Iran’s counterattack,
adding thatthe sweetestrevenge for the death of the
physicistis “the death of Zionist Israel”.

“The sweetestrevenge for the deaths of General Soleimani
and Scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh is the death of Zionist
Israel. Thatis the Grand Prize,” Steele told Tasnim.

Bornin 1952, Robert David Steele is a former military
intelligence officer, a former Central Intelligence Agency
officer, co-founder of the Marine Corps Intelligence Center,
founder of conferences, and author of several books on
intelligence reformand electoral reform. He is widely known
forhis promotion of open-sourceintelligence (OSINT).
Followingisthe textoftheinterview:

Tasnim: As you know, top Iranian nuclear scientist Mohsen
Fakhrizadeh waskilled in a terror attacknear Tehran on
Friday. Whatis your take on this?

Steele:lam quite certain this was done by ZionistIsrael with
the intent of provoking an Iranian counterattack that will

Tasnim: Do you believe that Iran will reserve the right to
retaliate and bring the perceived perpetrators to justice?
How should Iranreactto thisactofterror?

Steele: While every country has the right to retaliate and
defend its sovereignty in all respects, Grand Strategy
demands great wisdom and great patience, two qualities
I believe the Leader (of the Islamic Revolution) has in
abundance.lhumblyand respectfullyrecommendnoaction
external to Iran, no retaliation external to Iran. Within Iran,
tothe extentthatZionistsand theiragents canbeidentified
and executed without public fanfare, this should be done.
The death of General Qassem Soleimaniin Iraqwhileona
declared diplomaticmission thatincluded a termination of
the threatto the US Embassy by protesters was an atrocity
andIsalutethe Leaderand Iran fornotreactingatthetime.
Henry Kissinger said in 2012 that Israel -- the Zionist
criminal apartheid genocidal state never to be confused
with Judaism -- would cease to existin 2022. I and others
whorespectlIranarestill on thattimeline.

The sweetestrevenge for the deaths of General Soleimani
and Scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh is the death of Zionist
Israel. Thatisthe Grand Prize.

Tasnim: Western countries have remained silentabout this
assassination. Why?

Steele: Everyone understands thatthe Zionists have most
Western politicians bribed and blackmailed, many with

videos
ofthemraping, torturing,
and murdering childrenaswell as drinking their blood
and eating their flesh. [ have just published book three in
printofPedophilia & Empire: Satan, Sodomy,and The Deep
State, with two more volumes coming, and this seriesisin
the top 20.000 of 6 million books published worldwide. It
isalso free online athttps://pedoempire.com. President
Trump's advisor Lin Woods has spoken recently to Satanic
pedophilia as the final battle. [ believe that Merkel and
Macron specifically are Satanic pedophiles obedientto the
Rothschilds and the agents of the Rothchilds, the Satanic
pedophile House of Lordsin the UK, and the administration
of Benjamin Netanyahuin ZionistIsrael.
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Funeral ceremony of Martyr Fakhrizadeh held in Tehran
The funeral ceremony of the martyred Iranian scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh
started here Monday morning in the presence of Iran's Defense Minister

Brigadier-General Amir Hatami.

Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Major-General
Hossein Salami, Iran’s Police Chief Brigadier General Hossein Ashtari, Commander
of Aerospace Force of the IRGC Brigadier-General Amir-Ali Hajizadeh, Commander

of Ground Forces of the Islamic Revolution’s Guard Corps ((IRGC) Brigadier-General

20000 Rials

Mohammad Pakpourand Commander ofthe IRGC Quds Forces Brigadier General Esmail Ghaaniare

participatingin the ceremony.The body of martyr Fakhrizadeh was carried to the holy shrine of Imam
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Ex-FM Stresses NEWS
Iran’s Calculated,
Decisive Response —n -
to Assassination of Initiatingawarwith
Fakhrizadeh Iraninsanity: Former
B US official
2
Iran spetchem Former US Deputy
production capacity  NationalSecurity Advisor
increasesbyl()mn said bombing Iran’s
tons nuclearfacilitieswill start
awarinthe Middle East.
Former US Deputy
Isfahan Power National Security Advisor
Plantto HEIP Ben Rhodes said that
Support Water bombingIran’s nuclear
Conservation o facilitieswillinitiateawar

intheMiddleEast.

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

He went on to say
bombingIran’s nuclear
facilities will not stop

05:22:19 ) o
Iran’s nuclearactivities

Noon call to prayer: because the Islamic

LRlIESDERD Republic already has

Evening call to prayer:

17:16:20

WEATHER

enoughknowledgeinthis
regard.

Ben Rhodes maintained
that Iran could launch
an attack on the US
embassyin Baghdad or
SaudiArabiaifitsnuclear
facilities are bombed,
addingthatone mustbe
insane toinitiate awar
withIran.

Rezain Mashad on Sunday. It then went to Qom fora special ceremony in the mausoleum of Hadrat

Geen. Hatami: Perpetrators of Fakhrizadeh
terror mustawait Iran's response

Trump to add China's SMICand CNOOCto
defense blacklist-sources

The upcoming move, coupled with similar

Trump Says FBI, Department of Justice Could
Be‘Involved’in‘Rigged US Election’

The Trump administration is poised to add China’s top po]icies’ is seen as Seeking to cement
outgoing Republican President Donald
Trump’s tough-on-Chinalegacy and to box

incoming Democrat Biden into hardline

chipmaker SMIC and national offshore oil and gas producer

CNOOCtoablacklistofalleged Chinese military companies,

according toadocumentand sources, curbing theiraccess to

Saturday night.

Joe Biden became the projected winner of
therace four days after the election when
Pennsylvania turned blue, at which point
he had more than 270 electoral votes. The

USPresident Donald Trump on Sunday said hisadministration’s

Department of Justice and the FBI could be “involved” in an
alleged widespread voter fraud conspiracy plotin the 2020
presidential election.

U.S.investorsand escalating tensions with Beijing weeks before

President-elect]Joe Biden takes office.

Reutersreported earlier this month thatthe
Departmentof Defense (DOD) was planning
to designate four more Chinese companiesas
owned or controlled by the Chinese military,
bringing the number of Chinese companies
affected to 35. Arecent executive order
issued by President Donald Trump would
preventU.S.investors from buying securities
ofthelisted firms startinglate nextyear.

It was not immediately clear when the
new tranche, would be published in the
Federal Register. But the list comprises
China Construction Technology Co Ltd and
ChinaInternational Engineering Consulting
Corp, in addition to Semiconductor
Manufacturing International Corp (SMIC)
and China National Offshore Oil Corp
(CNOOC), according to the documentand
threesources.

SMIC said it continued “to engage
constructively and openly with the U.S.
government” and that its products and
services were solely for civilian and
commercial use. “The Company has no
relationship with the Chinese military and
doesnotmanufacture for any military end-
usersorend-uses.”

The DOD, the Chinese embassy in
Washingtonand CNOOCdid notimmediately
respond to requests for comment.

SMIC, whichrelies heavily on equipment
from U.S. suppliers, was already in
Washington’s crosshairs. In September;, the
U.S.Commerce Departmentinformed some
firmsthattheyneedtoobtainalicense before
supplying goodsand services to SMIC after
concludingthere wasan “unacceptable risk”
thatequipmentsupplied toitcould be used
for military purposes.

positions on Beijingamid bipartisan anti-
Chinasentimentin Congress. The Biden
campaigndeclined to comment.
Thelistisalso partofabroader effort by
Washington to target whatitseesas Beijing’s
efforts to enlist corporations to harness
emerging civilian technologies for military
purposes.

Reutersreported lastweek thatthe Trump
administrationis close todeclaring that 89
Chinese aerospace and other companies
have military ties, restricting them from
buyingarange of U.S.goods and technology.
Thelist of “Communist Chinese Military
Companies” was mandated by a 1999 law
requiring the Pentagon to compile a catalog
of companies “owned or controlled” by the
People’s Liberation Army, but DOD only
complied in 2020. Giants like Hikvision,
ChinaTelecomand China Mobile wereadded
earlierthisyear.

This month, the White House published
an executive order, first reported by
Reuters, that soughtto give teeth to thelist
by prohibiting U.S. investors from buying
securities ofthe blacklisted companies from
November2021.

The directive is unlikely to deal the firms a
serious blow, expertssaid, due toitslimited
scope, uncertainty about the stance of the
Biden administration and already-scant
holdings by U.S. funds.

Still, combined with other measures, it
deepensariftbetween Washington and
Beijing, already atloggerheads over the
China’shandling ofthe coronavirusand its
crackdown on HongKong.

Congressand theadministration have sought
increasingly to curb the U.S. marketaccess of
Chinese companies thatdo not comply with
rules faced by Americanrivals, evenifthat
meansantagonizing Wall Street.

There hasbeenno evidence of widespread
voter fraud, but Trump on Sunday — in
his first TV interview since the US election
— continued to say thatthe election was
“rigged.”

“Thisistotal fraud,” the presidentsaid on
FoxNews. “And how the FBland Department
of Justice — I don’t know, maybe they’re
involved. Buthow peopleareallowed to get
away with this stuffisunbelievable.”

“With all of the fraud that has taken place,
nobody’s come to me and said, ‘Oh, the FBI
hasnabbed the people thatare doing this
scheme,” Trump said, also adding that
the DOJ hasbeen “missinginaction”, The
Boston Herald reported.

Trump’s lawyers have been alleging
widespread voter fraud in several
states, claiming thatthe Democrats stole
the election from Trump. Judges have
repeatedly dismissed the campaign’s
lawsuits, saying they are baseless. The
Pennsylvania Supreme Courttossed a case

Dec. 14 Electoral College vote will make it
all official.

Trump on Sunday said he was getting
congratulatedat 10 p.m. on election night.
“This election was over, and then they
did dumps — they call them dumps,” the
president said. “Big massive dumps in
Michigan, in Pennsylvania, all over”

The mail-in ballots, which were expected to
lean Democrat, were counted later than the
day-ofvotes. Thatcaused some key swing
states to shift fromred to bluein the days
after Election Day.

Trump said he will keep fighting the election
results.

“I'mgoingtouse 125% of my energy todo
it the presidentsaid. “Youneed ajudge
that’s willing to hear a case. Youneed a
Supreme Courtthat’s willingto make areal
bigdecision ....[t'snotlike you're going to
change my mind. In other words, my mind
will not change in six months. There was
tremendous cheatinghere.”

waterreactorlikethe onein Arak

Details of Iranian
parliament's
strategic action
plantolift sanctions
revealed

The spokesman of the Iranian
parliament's National Security
and Foreign Policy Commission
said regarding the details
of the strategic action plan
to lift sanctions, added that
strengthening Iran's nuclear
activities and restricting the
supervision of IAEA inspectors
areamongthefeaturesofthisplan.

Inaninterview,said the double
urgency bill on theaction plan of
theIranian parliament (Majlis) to
lift sanctionswill be presented to
the parliamentopensession for
approvalwithinaweek.

Henoted thataccording to the
strategicaction plantolift the
sanctions, 20% enrichment
will be revived in Iran and the
enriched uraniumreserves will
beincreased.

Amoui said that according to
the strategicaction plan to lift
sanctions,anew generation of
centrifuges 2 and 6 will be used,
and also the design of a heavy

willbeontheagendaofthe Atomic
Energy Organization ofIran.
Inresponse to the assassination
ofthetopIraniannuclearscientist
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, Iranian
lawmakers on Sunday agreed to
adoptabill ofdouble-urgency on
astrategicmeasure tonullify the
sanctionsimposed on Iran.
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, head of
the Research and Innovation
Organization of the Ministry
of Defense was martyred in a
terroristattacknear Tehran on
Friday.
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