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NEWS

Iran, Brazil eyeing to
expand trade ties in post-

pandemicera

Senior Iranian and Brazilian officials held talks in
Brazil onupgrading deep-rootedrelations between
Tehranand Brasiliain the post-pandemicera.

The talks were held between Iran's Ambassador
to Brazil Hossein Qaribi and Brazil's Minister of
Institutional Security five-star General Augusto
Heleno.

During the talks, the two sides stressed
the importance of continuation of political
consultations and reviewed ways to widen mutual
cooperation.

Theyalso called for developmentintraderelations
inthe post-pandemicera.

Reportedly, Iranand Brazil enjoy greatcapacities for
cooperationinvariousareas.

Thevolume ofdirectandindirectrelationsbetween
thetwo countrieshad been over fourbillion dollars
in2019.

Since its outbreak in December 2019, the
coronavirus pandemichas postponed many world
events, meetingsand sports contestsasithaskilled
over 1,400,000 people worldwide.
Thenumberofthe deadinIranhaspassed 45,000.

Iran, Qatarsign MoU to

cooperate oneconomy

The seventh meeting of the Iran-Qatar Joint
Economic Commissionwas concludedinthe Iranian
city of Isfahan on Tuesday with the signing ofa
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) toreinforce
traderelations.

The MoU was inked in the field of establishing a
jointtrade working group, trade centers between
the private sectors ofthe two sidesand abusiness
affiliate inthe embassies of Tehran and Dohaas well
asusingthe portsofthe two countriesto develop the
exportandimportofgoods.

The meeting took place observinghealth protocols
and guidelines due to the spread ofthe coronavirus.
Representatives of [ranian and Qatari organizations
held several virtual expert-level meetings, the
resultsof whichhavebeen presented to the meeting.

Kish-Istanbul-Abadan
flight to operate soon

Flights to take passengers from Kishand Abadan
toIstanbul and vice-versawill operate soon, IRNA
reported on Wednesday.

Kish Free Zone Organisation (KFZ0) and Arvand
Free Zone Organization (AFZ),and Kish Air signed
anMemorandum ofunderstanding (MOU) tolaunch
new Kish-Istanbul- Abadan flights.
Accordingtothe Public Relationsand International
Affairs of KFZO, the tripartite memorandum of
understanding envisaged tolaunch air flights to
encourage businessmen and tourists of the two
regions.

Operation ofthe news flights will help expand trade
activitiesand tourism.

Inorderto connectKish Free Zone Organisation (
KFZ0),and Arvand Free Zone Organization (AFZ) to
theinternational passengertransithub, new Kish-
Istanbul- Abadan flights will operate after corona
pandemic.

Kish Free Zone OrganizationisthefirstIranian free
zonetobeadmittedamember of World Free Zones
Organization.

Arvand Zoneislocated northwest of Persian Gulf
coveringthe cities of Abadan, Khorramshahrand
Minooshahr.

The free zoneis of special significance asitison
neighborhood ofIraqand Kuwait.
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U.S.dollar nurses losses as investors
embrace riskier assets

The dollar nursedlosses on Wednesday as

progressindevelopinganovel coronavirus

vaccine and expectations forafiscal boost

fromanew U.S.governmenttriggered a shift

offunds fromthe greenbacktoriskierassets.
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The U.S. currency
teetered near
two-month
low against the
Australian dollar
and a two-year
low against the
New Zealand dollar,both
considered barometers
of risk sentiment due
to their close ties with
the global commodities
trade.

Bitcoin, a cryptocurrency

butthe overall direction
is it will head lower,”
said Junichi Ishikawa,
senior foreign exchange
strategistatIG Securities

known for extreme in Tokyo.
. “The trend has shifted to

volatility, also traded .
near an all-time hich favourriskassets. Yellen
g1, will team up with the Fed

in a further sign that
investors are growing
more comfortable taking
onriskier positions.
TheU.S.dollarisexpected
to continue to fall as
progressonavaccineand
the expected choice of
former Federal Reserve
Chair Janet Yellen as
the next U.S. Treasury
secretaryrelieved two
big uncertainties for
investors.

“Rising yields may lend
the dollar some support,

and supportthe economy.
U.S.rates will remain low
foralongtime.”

The dollar stood at
$1.1904 againstthe euro
on Wednesday, closetoa
two-weeklow.

The British pound bought
$1.3349, close to its
highestin more than two
months.

Againsttheyen, thedollar
held steadyat104.46.
Research suggesting that
aCOVID-19vaccine could
be available before the

end of the year has sent
U.S. stocks surging to
record highsandreduced
theappeal ofholding the
dollarasasafe-harbour
currency.

Risk appetite has also
improved after U.S.
President Donald
Trump’sadministration
began cooperating with
the President-elect]oe
Biden’s transition team,
and after reports that
Yellen, an advocate of
more fiscal spending,
willtake thetopjobatthe
Treasury.

The dollarindex, pitting
thedollaragainstabasket
of six major currencies,
wasat92.121 after falling
0.4% on Tuesday.

The onshore yuan rose
to 6.5799 per dollar on

hopes forbetter Sino-U.S.
tiesunder Biden. Other
Asian currencies also
edged higher.

The Antipodean
currencies were already
on the front foot as
investors unwound bets
foradditional monetary
easinginboth countries.
Improvingriskappetite
means the Australian
dollar’s nexttargetisits
highof$0.7413 onSept. 1.
The New Zealand dollar,
whichhasrallied 5.5% so
far this month, istrading
justshy ofits strongest
sinceJune2018.

Bitcoin, the mostpopular
cryptocurrency, eased
slightly to $18,852 but
wasstillnearitsrecord of
$19,666 from December
2017.

Food and
Beverages
InflationTops

25%

The average goods and
services Consumer Price
Indexoffoodandbeveragesin
the 12-month period ending
Nov. 20, which marks the end
ofthe eighth Iranian month,
increased by 25.1% compared
withlastyear’s corresponding
period.

According to the Statistical
Center of Iran, with a
coefficientof 26.64%, the CPI
ofthegroupamong12 groups

of the basket of consumer
goodsandservices purchased
by householdsstoodat338in
the period,indicatinga13.2%
increase compared with the
monthbefore.

The food and beveragesindex
registered a year-on-year
increase 0f56.7%.

The overall average goods
and services Consumer Price
Indexinthe 12-month period
ending Nov. 20 increased
by 29% compared with the
corresponding period oflast
year.

SClhad puttheaverageannual
inflationrate for the preceding

Iranian month, which ended
onOct.21,at27.2%.

The consumer inflation for
themonthunderreview (Oct.
22-Nov. 20) registered an
increase 0f 46.4% compared
with the similar month of the
previous Iranian year. The
year-on-year inflation of the
month ending Oct. 21 was
41.4%.

The overall CPI (using the
Iranian year to March 2017
asthebaseyear) stoodat275
lastmonth, indicatinga 5.2%
rise compared with the month
before. Month-on-month
consumer inflation was 7%

forthe precedingmonth (Sept.
22-Oct.21.)

SCI put average annual
inflation for urban and rural
areas at 29% and 28.8%,
respectively.

CPIregistered ayear-on-year
increase of45.7% for urban
areas and 50.3% for rural
areasinthemonthending Nov.
20.

The overall CPIreached 272.6
for urban households and
288.6 forrural households,
indicatingamonth-on-month
increase of 4.7% and 7.6%
for urban and rural areas,
respectively.
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$40min Guarantees
for Knowledge-
Based Firms

Iran'sInnovationand Prosperity
Fund issued 10 trillion rials
($40million) in guarantees for
knowledge-based companies
during the first eight months
(March20-Nov.21) ofthe current
fiscalyear.

ISNA reported that 670
knowledge-based firms
benefited from the special fund
and use the guarantee amount
as collateral to ensure their
contractual commitments to
companiesusingtheirgoodsand
services.

Byissuing guarantees the fund
helped pave the way for selling
products/services ofknowledge-
based companies worth 50
trillionrials ($196million).

As per earlier agreements
betweenIPFand 15 commercial
banks, the fund putuphalfofthe
moneyneededfortheguarantees.
Banks offered 30% discounton
theguaranteeissuance fees.

A bank guarantee is a type of
financial backstop offered by a
lenderand meansthatthelender
will ensures thatthe financial
commitment(s) ofadebtorwill
bemet.

‘Jﬂ%w
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What's News

Decline in
Imports of
Livestock,
Poultry Feed

Importsoflivestock
and poultry feed
sawa1l0%declinein
weightand an 18%
decreaseinvalueto
reach 8.52 million
tons worth $2.37
billionin the seven
monthsending Oct.
21,the news outlet
of Iran Feed Grain
Importers Union
reported.
Atotal of 5.84 million
tons of corns worth
$1.41 billion were
imported over the
period,indicatinga
20% and 17% rise
inweightand value
respectively year-
on-year.
[ranimported 1.09
milliontonsofbarley
worth  $268.27
million during the
seven-month period,
which registers
a 40% and 44%
declineinweightand
value respectively
compared  with
the corresponding
period of the year
before.

Imports of soybean
meal stood at
632,150 tons worth
$258.77 million
during the period
under review. The
figuresshowayear-
on-year decrease
0f44% and 48% in
weight and value,
respectively.
Seven-month
imports of soybeans
stood at 949,840
tonsworth $437.75
million, posting a
decrease 0f44% in
weightand 40% in
value YOY.
70%

in Number
Importers
The number of
importers of
livestockand poultry
feed raw materials
decreased by 70%
inthefirsthalfofthe
currentyear (March
20-Sept.21).
According to
Abolhassan Khalili,
thehead of Livestock
and Poultry Feed
Importers Union,
there were 403
companies engaged
in the import of
livestockand poultry
feed during the
firsthalfofthelast
[ranianyear, which
number has now
fallen to 111 and
counting.

Decline
of
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UStryingto
destroy Afghan
legalinstitutions:
Spox

Foreign Ministry
spokesman  Saeed
Khatibzadehsaidinan
interview with IRNA
that Washington is
clandestinely tryingto
destroy Afghanistan’s
legalinstitutions with
itsirresponsible pullout
to create room forits
returntothe country.
Khatibzadeh said that
the USistryingtoleave
Afghanistan in a way
that once again the
country gets stuckin
armed conflict.

He added that what
the US has done in
Afghanistan is that it
invaded Afghanistan,
killed its people and
now it leaves behind
an ominous heritage
by destroyingitslegal
institutions  upon
leaving - hoping that
onedayitwillreturnto
the country.

The US, asaninvader,
must follow the
international  law
and not to follow the
"scorched earth policy”
uponleaving hesaid.
Regarding the US
withdrawal from
Afghanistan and
the continuation of
armed conflictin the
country under the
circumstances that
peace has not been
reached, he said the
factisthatIranbelieves
inreal peace talks; all
parties and groupsin
Afghanistan should
be able to negotiate in
atotally inter-Afghan
process, adding that
Irantriesitsbestforthat
tohappen.
Regardingthe goal of
his visit to Kabul, he
said that Afghanistanis
ahigh priority forIran’s
foreign policy and the
ties between the two
countriesarebased on
goodneighborliness.
He said thatofficials of
Iran and Afghanistan
have regular visits to
the other country,
addingthata couple of
daysago Afghanistan
deputy foreign
minister paidavisitto
Tehran and discussed
the comprehensive
documenton strategic
cooperation between
Iranand Afghanistan.
Hesaidthathehadhada
meetingwith Chairman
of Afghan Peace Council
Abdullah  Abdullah
and discussed cultural
and publicdiplomacy
issues.

=

Ayat. Khamenei:

Basij God-given blessing,
great wealth for Iranian
nation

Describing Basij as great wealth and God-given
blessing for the Iranian nation, the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution noted, "Enemies of the Iranian nation have
alwaysbeen thinking of destroying or neutralizing Basij."
The Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khameneiissued aletter on the anniversary ofthe

formation of Basij forceson Nov.25,1979.

The textoftheletterisas follows:

Basijisagreatand brilliantrelic of Imam Khomeini,
the Founder ofthe Islamic Revolution who issued the
order of setting up Basij, and a manifestation of purity,
sincerity, insight, and effortas well as national authority.
When it comes to talking aboutscientificactivities and
new technologies, defending the independence and
stability ofthe country on anational scale, and creating
aspiritual atmosphere in the country, the name of Basij
shines everywhere.

Basijis agreatwealth and God-given blessing for the
Iraniannation.

Seoul's lack of coop. on blocked assets

not satisfactory

Despite the prolonged talks between Tehran and

SeouloverIran'suse ofitsblockedassets, the process

seemsnotatall satisfactoryas South Koreais still

makingexcusesnottopayitsdebts.

Iran's assets
at two Korean
bank accounts
-- known to be
worth between
$7 to $9 billion
in total --
have been frozen since
Septemberlastyear when
Washington's sanctions
waiver for South Korea's

NEWS

The enemies of the
Iranian nation have
always been thinking
of destroying or

neutralizing Basij

forces, therefore,

all members of

Basij forces and
officials must consider
themselves obliged
to nullify the enemy's
plots and proceed with trust,
sincerity,and planning.

NEWS

Rouhani:
US newadmin. must make up

for wrongpolicies against Iran
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said thatthe
future administration of the United States must
make up for the wrong policies that the previous
administrationapplied to the Iranian people during
thelastfouryears.

Speaking atthe cabinetsession on Wednesday,
Rouhanisaid, "Today I wantto thank the people of
Iran for their three-year resistance to the economic
war."

"One ofthe great manifestations of the victory of the
Iraniannationand the inevitable defeat ofthe enemy
inthiseconomicwaristhe end ofthe Trumpismera,”
he added.Rouhani continued, "The failure of this
man was due to his failure in international forums
andlegal authoritiesbecause ofthe moral standards
inthe world publicopinion and finally in the public

imports of Iranian oil atall “We have been facing States.”
expired. Iranian Foreign Ministry delays in purchasing In late October, Iranian
Due to the economic SPokesman Saeed the flu vaccine and the ForeignMinister’sdeputy

challenges caused by
US unilateral sanctions
and the fallout of the new
coronavirus,Iranhasbeen
steppingup calls for South
Koreatounlockthe frozen
assetsatthebankaccounts
butSeoul hasrefusedtodo
sounder US pressure.
The release of the funds
would enable Tehran to
purchase medicine and
medical equipment
needed to fight the new
coronavirus pandemic.
Iranis one of the worst-
hit countries by the
coronavirus pandemic.
However, reportsindicate
that despite minor
improvements in this
direction, the Koreans
have not yet taken any
action that would satisfy
Iran at all, and we are
still witnessing Seoul’s
lack of commitment
under baseless excuses
for following the United
States” hawkish policies.
***Detailsnotsatisfactory

Khatibzadeh said in
mid-November that
negotiationsare underway
and some progress has
beenmade, however, “The
problems have notbeen
completely resolved yet.”
The senior Iranian
diplomat cited some
stonewalling and
ignorance of the
Korean government's
commitmentsbutsaid the
Central Bank of Iran and
responsible ministriesand
institutions were firmly
pursuingthe matter.
Khatibzadeh again called
onthe Korean government
tospeed up the process,
noting that what has
happenedinpartisnotat
all satisfactory.

In early October,
the spokesman said
consultations were not
movingasfastas expected.
He said Iran had
agreements with South
Korea on the purchase of
medicineand someitems.

coronavirusvaccine that
we intended to procure
through a consortium
of the World Trade
Organization; wehope that
the Korean side will realize
the sensitivity of the issue
and give the necessary
speed.”

It should be noted
that based on what
Khatibzadeh stated and
according to informed
sources, some progress
has been made for
the prepayment for
the purchase of the
coronavirus vaccine,
but the progress is not
satisfactory forIranatall.
Government Spokesman
AliRabieisaid on October 6
thatwhilethe Central Bank
and the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs are pursuing the
return of Iran’s assets
from foreign sources,
“Unfortunately, South
Korea is still following
the sanctions under the
influence of the United

for political affairs, Seyyed
Abbas Araghchi, pointed
toIran’s efforts toretain
itsblocked funds and said,
"Every day, we consult
specifically with Iraq,
South Korea and Japan
sincewe havealarger sum
inthese countriesthanin
the other countries.”

“The obstacles arereal,”
hesaid adding thatthe US
isthreatening others that
if they do not block the
moneyand giveitto Iran,
they will face sanctions.
While such threats have
forced them to follow
the US” hawkish policies,
Araghchi said, "There
is a bit of an excuse
for those countries to
take advantage of the
opportunity."

“There are ways they can
doit, buttheyrefuseunder
the pretextofsanctions.”
He underlined that
the consultations will
continue till Iran can take
backwhatitowns.

opinion ofthe American people.”

"Heincreased inhumanand brutal sanctionsand
pressure againstIranian people every day," he said,
adding, "The reasons for his failure were wrong
foreign policies, wronghealth policies and hisracist
and unreliableactions foreveryone."

Foiling Sanctions Iran’s Main

Tactic: Parliament Speaker
Speaker ofthe Iranian Parliament Mohammad Bager
Qalibafstressed the need for thwarting the foreign
sanctions with determination and courage in order
to fixthe economicproblems.

In comments at a parliamentary session on
Wednesday, Qalibafsaid Iran’'smainapproachinthe
currentcircumstances s to foil the foreign sanctions
withresolve, effortsand courage.

Echoing Tuesday’sremarksby Leader ofthe Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, the
Parliamentspeakersaid itwould be futile to expect
aremoval of sanctions for solving the economic
problems.In order to defeatthe sanctions, all Iranian
people mustbe strengthened, Qalibafadded.

His comments came after Ayatollah Khamenei called
onthe Iranian officials to concentrate efforts on
thwarting and overcomingthe sanctionsinstead of
seeking their removal, pointing to the unsuccessful
outcome of years of negotiations for lifting the
sanctions.The two remedies for dealing with the
sanctions are “nullifying and overcoming the
sanctions” and their “removal”, Ayatollah Khamenei
said on Tuesday,adding, “We once tried the path of
removal of the sanction and negotiated for several
years,butitdid notyield results.”

Political expertsays
Pompeo’s trips have no
effectson US current policies
about Iran

- Professor of political sciences at the University of Alabama
Nader Entesar told IRNA that US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo’s currentand future trips tothe Middle Eastand other
parts oftheworld have no effects onthe US policies toward Iran.
Nader Entesarsaid thatIran should determine the framework
ofitsnational security and pursueitregardless of who takes
over the White House.

Entesar said thatthe current US administration has now
become “alame duck” after the November 3 presidential
election, so thatitlostpowerbecauseitshould get prepared
toleavethe office.

He added thatone should know thatnow there is “arogue
regime” atthe White House thatactsinsanely. However, Iran
shouldbe prepared forunpredictable events.

Answeringa question about Washington’s possible military
move against Tehran in the remaining days of Donald Trump’s
presidency, Entesarsaid that Pompeohasplanted and hasbeen
nurturing Iranophobiaand hatred in himself since he was a
representative and the director of the CIA.

He added that Pompeo, who is an extremist, will try on his
shortremaining days a secretary of state to destroy the

environmentofpossible Iranian negotiations with the nextUS
administrationasmuchaspossible.

Noting that the probability of a military move is quite low,
Entesarsaid thatIran should be ready for such amove though
andthat Trump’slegacyisanexperience ofthe mostdangerous
four-yearperiod.

Regarding changesin USMiddle Eastpolicies afterJoe Biden
takes office, he said nothing big will happen; the only change
may be taking back the white card Trump had given to Saudis.
He said thatIran had better not waste time with Europeans
andnotlettheminnegotiations because they have no policies
aboutIranindependent ofthat of Washington, adding if
Tehran and Washington signan agreement, Europeans will
beobedient.

With the top priority being the coronavirus and economic
problems, the future administration ofthe USwill putrelations
with Iraninabasketnexttoanumberof other foreign policy
issuesand deal with them when they see fit, Entesar said.
Headded thatthe main difference between Biden and Trump
willbe seenin US conduct toward Iran; Trump rules with
howling, but Biden will notuse that. However, no big changes
willbeseenin US policies toward Iran.

Entesaradded that Trump had delegated his Middle East
foreign policy to Israel and Saudi Arabia, who had alonganti-
Iranrecord. Thatwas why people like Pompeo had abig effect
on Trump’s foreign policy, but Biden’s foreign policy willnotbe
based onindividuals.

Regarding Biden’s strategy torevive the Joint Comprehensive

Plan

of Action, the professor

of political sciences atthe University of Alabama said
Biden’sadministrationaimstoreturntothe]JCPOAtouseitasa
firststeptoexpandittootherissues, forexamplelimitingIran’s
deterrentdefense power.
The USwill not return to its JCPOA commitments without
big changesinthe deal, and Europeans know this; that's why
theyare doing so much saber-rattling, he said, adding that
Washington wants Tehran to overlook US conducttoward the
JCPOA and its commitments.
The USwantsIran to trustitand hold negotiations with it,
and actually make ittotally vulnerable againstIran’s regional
enemiesthatarearmed to the teeth with modern equipment,
hesaid.



Zariftells Europe not sacrifice independence for US

bullying

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif called on the European
countries notto sacrifice theirindependence in the face of the US" hawkish
policies.Zarifheld atelephone conversation with his Swedish counterpart, Ann
Linde, on Tuesday afternoon.During the phone call, the two sides conferred on

thelatestinternational developments, regionalissues,JCPOA-related issues,and
bilateral and consularrelations between Tehran and Stockholm.

20000 Rials

Foreign Minister Zarif referred to the United States' unlawful and unfair sanctions against

the Islamic Republic of Iran, and criticized European countries for their failure to fulfill their
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Pakistan dismisses
speculations about
recognition of Israel

The Pakistani Foreign
Ministry on Tuesdayagain
strongly ruled out any
possibility of recognition
oftheZionistregime.

After  the recent
developments in the
Middle East following
the controversial visit
of US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo to Riyadh
andreports of the visit of
ZionistPrime Minister to
Saudi Arabia, Pakistani
mediasaidthatsomeArabs
intheregionare putting
pressure on Pakistan to
establish ties with the

illegitimate state.
Pakistan Foreign Ministry
spokesperson  Zahid

Hafeez Chaudhry in a
statement categorically
rejected baseless
speculation regarding
possibility of recognition
of the Zionist regime by
Pakistan.

commitmentsunder the JCPOA. He also advised the Swedish top diplomat not to sacrifice their
independence and sovereignty for the bullyingand cruel policies of the US.

U.S.dollarnurses losses as investors
embrace riskier assets

Israeli Army Expels 10 Palestinian Families in
Ramallah to Conduct Drill

Israeli military bulldozers destroyed Palestinian farmland

basedin Ras Karkarvillage, west of Ramallah, to build a sewage

pipeline.

Nu'man Nofal, a farmer from the village,
told Wafa news agency that Israeli
bulldozersrazed thevillagers'land, known
as Ras Abu Zaitoun, in order toinstall a
sewage pipeline for the nearby Israeli
colonial settlements.
Between500,000and 600,000 Israelislive
inJewish-only settlementsacross occupied
East]Jerusalem al-Quds and the West Bank
inviolation of international law.

Moreover, he said thatIsraeliforces opened
adirtroad running up to his 50 dunum
(0.05 squarekilometer) plotofland in the
same site, which they fenced offand setup
ametal gate atits entrance two monthsago,
denyinghimaccesstoitunlesshe presents
aspecial military permit.

Nofal added thatalthough he managed to
reclaim hisland lastyear, planting it with

trees, the Israelisoldiers uprooted most of
thetreesandrazed thesite.

Meanwhile, Israeli troops on Tuesday
forcefully expelled over ten Palestinian
families from their housesinthenorthern
Jordan Valley to conductmilitary exercises.
Moataz Basharat, a senior official who
monitors Israeli settlementactivities, said
thatlIsraelisoldiers forced outten families
who livein the villages of Al-Burjand Al-
Maitainthe occupiedJordan Valley.
Basharatpointed outthatthe exercisesare
being conducted with live ammunition,
which he denounced explaining that it
"aims to expel Palestinians fromthe Jordan
Valley and controlit."

The Jordan Valley, which accounts for
almostathird ofthe occupied West Bank,
ishometo 65,000 Palestinians wholivein
28villages.

Since 1967, when the Israeli army
occupied the West Bank, Israel hasillegally
transferred atleast 11,000 of its Jewish
citizensto the Jordan Valley. Some of the
settlements in which theylive were built
almostentirely on private Palestinianland.

Biden Says Trump Administration Qutreach Has
Been'Sincere' As'Transition Begins

US President-elect Joe Biden said Tuesday that the Trump

administration hasalready begun toreach outto his transition

team,and he described the effortas"sincere," adayafterafederal

agencyreleasedaletter to formally begin the transition of power.

Hong Kong’s Lam
vows torestore
stability, orderafter

‘chaos’

Hong Kong’'s Chief Executive
Carrie Lam haslabeled the unrest
thatrocked the territorylastyear
as “anti-regime”, lauding China’s
imposition ofanational securitylaw
for “restoring stability” in the city,
and promisingthatshe would make
“constitutional order” apriority of
heradministration.

Lam made the comments in her
delayed annual policy address,
delivered before the Legislative
Councilor LegCojusttwoweeksafter
oppositionlegislatorsresigned en

masseinprotestagainstthedismissal
offour colleagues,inwhatthey said
was another push by Beijing to
suppressdemocracyintheterritory.
Last year, opposition council
members disrupted her speech,
accusingherofactingasapuppetof
Beijing.

Shetold the half-emptylegislature
thathergovernment’surgentpriority
was torestore the Chinese-ruled
city’s “constitutional order” and pull
itspolitical systemoutfrom “chaos”.
Lamhad postponed deliveringher
speechbymorethanamonthsaying
sheneededto goto Beijing for talks
onhow China could help with Hong
Kong'srecovery.
Sheplacedtheblame foritseconomic
troublessquarely onthe protesters

and their “unprecedented ...
anti-governmentacts” as well as
“interference by external forces”
while crediting the “proximity to
the Mainland and the Central
Government’s  long-standing
support” for whatshe predicts will
beaquickrebound.

“The situation in Hong Kong has
evolvedtosuchastatethatthe Central
Governmenthadnoalternativebutto
stepinandtakeaction,” shesaid.
Amid criticism from humanrights
groups ofabuse of powerand use of
excessive force against protesters,
Lam justified the “stringent law
enforcement actions” taken by
the police against “violent acts”,
defendingtheiractionsasnecessary
torestoreorder.

"Immediately, we've gotten outreach from
the national security shop to justacross
theboard,” Bidensaidinaninterview with
NBCNews'Lester Holt. "And they're already
working out my ability to get Presidential
Daily Briefs. We're already working out
meeting with the COVID team in the White
Houseand howtonotonlydistributebutget
fromavaccinebeingdistributed toaperson
ableto getvaccinated, soIthinkwe're going
tonotbesofarbehindthe curveaswethought
wemightbeinthepast.”

Headded, "And I mustsay the outreach has
beensincere —ithasnotbeenbegrudgingso
far,andIdon'texpectittobe.”

Biden, who said he hasnotspoken directly
with PresidentDonald Trump sincetherace
was called, said hisadministration willnotbe
"athird Obamaterm,"becausetheworld has
changed somuchduringthe Trumpyears.
"We face a totally different world than we
facedinthe Obama-Biden administration,”
hesaid. "President Trump has changed the
landscape.It'sbecome Americafirst.It'sbeen
Americaalone.”

Trump hasrefused toacknowledge thathe
losttherace,and hislegalteamis continuing
its sputteringlegal battle to overturn the
election — a strategy thattookablow this
weekas statesbeganto certify theirelection
results. After Michigan certified itsresults
Monday, the head of the General Services
Administrationinformed Biden that the
official governmental transition processhad
beenapproved followingweeks of delay.

GSA Administrator Emily Murphy saidina
letter Monday that Biden, whom shereferred
toas "theapparentpresident-elect,"isnow
ableto getaccesstomillionsofdollarsin
federal fundsand otherresourcestobeginhis

transitiontopower. Inherletter; Murphyalso
deniedthatshehadbeenunderpressurefrom
the White Houseto delaythe process.

Hours later, Trump tweeted that he
would "never concede to fake ballots and
'Dominion, " referringtoaconspiracy theory
thatbaselessly alleges thata company that
makes votingmachines deleted millions of
Trumpvotes.

The refusal stopped Biden's team from
gaining critical access to government
resourcesasthenation grapples withrising
COVID-19 case numbers and economic
uncertainty. However, Bidenhasbegunfilling
outhis Cabinetand announcing personnel
forotherseniorrolesduringthedelay. Healso
held briefings with former top government
officialsand formed his own COVID-19 task
force.

Trump and the GSA faced increasing
pressureasagrowingnumberof Republican
lawmakers began to publicly call for Biden
tobe granted access, citingnational security
concerns. Democraticlawmakers had also
begun calling for Murphy to testify before
Congress.Biden said in the interview that
duringhisfirst 100 daysin office, he wantsto
getimmigrationreformand COVID-19relief
through Congress.

"[willsend animmigration bill to the United
States Senate with apathway to citizenship
forover 11 millionundocumented peoplein
America," hesaid."Iwillalsobemovingtodo
away with some ofthe, [think, verydamaging
executive orders that have significantly
impacted on making the climate worse and
makinguslesshealthy, from methanetoa
wholerange ofthingsthepresidenthasdone.”
Biden also shutdown speculationthathe
wouldinvestigate Trump onceheisin office.
"Iwillnotdowhatthispresidentdoesanduse
theJustice Departmentasmyvehicletoinsist
thatsomethinghappened,”hesaid."WhatI'm
focused onisgettingthe American publicback
ataplace where they have some certainty,
some surety,some knowledge thatthey can
makeit."
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