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NEWS

Iran, Yemendiscuss
agricultural coop.

Iran’s newly-appointed ambassador to Yemen
HassanIrloometandheld talkswith Yemeni Minister
of Agricultureand Irrigation Abdulmalikal-Thawron
the expansion ofagricultural cooperation.
Duringthe meeting, thetwosidesdiscussed bilateral
cooperationinthefield ofagriculture and the ways
toexpandit.

The Yemeni Minister of Agriculture emphasized the
use of [ran's experience in the field of agriculture,
especially in the field of research, agricultural
machineryand combatingdesertification.

He further stressed theimportance of coordination
between the two countriesin orderto preparea
cooperationagreementin the field ofagriculture.
Referring to the strengthening of cooperation
between Tehranand Sana'a, the Iranianambassador
stressed Iran'sability to produce plantseeds, saying
thatthisissuehascausedIranto overcome economic
sanctionsinthisarea.
HassanIrlooalsoannouncedIran'sreadiness to
supportYemeninthe field ofagriculture.

Iran's ambassador to Sana'a had previously
consulted with some Yemeni officials about the
country's crisisand Iran's support for the Yemeni
nation'sresistance tothe Saudiaggression coalition.

Iran maintains traditional
statusin OPEC

Although the US sanctions have decreased
Iran's daily output, the country has maintained
its traditional power in the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC),asenior oil
expertsays.

Senioroil expert Mehdi Hosseinimade the remarks
inaninterview with the Persianlanguage newspaper
of IRAN.

Hosseinisaid thatunderthe currentcircumstances,
Iranshould attract friends from the oil-producing
statesand exercise vigilance on examining the oil
marketdevelopments.

OPECisanorganization for the Developing states,
anorganization which haswell done and always
supportedstability in the marketsinceits foundation
in1960; meanwhile, someare eyeingto putitaside.
Iran should move forward more vigilantly in the
pathtoliftthe sanctionsin ordertore-takeits power
throughincreaseindaily output.

Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh has
well called for the OPEC member countries to be
friends, saying thatstruggle can solve nothing.
SaudiArabia-amember ofthe OPEC - has heard
thatthe USpresident-elect]Joe Biden has promised
toreturnto the July 2015 nuclear deal from which
the outgoing US President Donald Trump withdrew
unilaterallyin 2018, so Saudis do whateverthey can
topreventthe UStoliftsanctionsinabid to weaken
Iranintheregion.

Iran should make efforttolift the sanctions while
nationalinterestsareserved.

Andthelranian Foreign Ministry should review what
kind of measures will get the new US government
closertoreturntothe JCPOA.

Finally,aslongasthe sanctions are notremoved,
the parties signingagreements with Iran, requires
Iran to give guarantee forimplementation of the
agreement.

Heregretted thatwhythe decisionmakingbodiesdid
notapprove Iranianaccessiontothe Financial Action
TaskForceanditisunfortunate Iranhasbeenputon
FATFblacklist.

He said that Iran is currently implements
requirements of the FATF voluntarily, but, did not
approve FATFinduetimeand hasbeen putonthe
blacklist.
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UAE loosens rules on foreign ownership of
firms to lure investors

The United Arab Emirates has relaxed

and removed arange of limits on foreign

ownership of companies, state-run media

reported on Monday, in the country’s latest

bid to boostits global status and attract

foreigninvestors.

=

NEWS

The overhaul signals
yetanotherstartling
change for the
federation of seven
desert sheikhdoms
as it grapples with
the economicfalloutofthe
coronavirus pandemic.
Earlier this month, the
UAE announced a series
of reformstoitslegal code,
allowingunmarried couples
to cohabitate, improving
protections forwomen, and
loosening restrictions on
alcohol consumption. The
country’sIslamic “personal”
lawshadattimesflowninthe
faceofthefreewheelingimage
thatthe UAE, with its eight
million foreigners and just
onemillion Emiratis, sought
toprojecttotheworld.

The dramaticchanges come
asthe UAE hasspentbillions
of dollars preparingtohost
some 25 million visitors for
the World Expo, which was
pushedto2021becauseofthe
pandemic.

The emirates also expect
[sraelistojointhelegions of
foreignerswhohave opened

up businesses and bought
apartments in the coastal
citiesof Dubaiand Abu Dhabi
followinga “breakthrough”
US-brokered normalization
dealbetweenthe countries.
Dubai in particular, which
was teetering on the brink
of an economic downturn
before the pandemicthanks
toaweakreal estate market,
iseager fortheinfluxof capital
andtravelers.COVID-19 has
battered its economy, which
drawslargely from tourism,
hospitality, and aviation
industries.

The presidential decree
thataltersthe corporatelaw
helpsthe UAE “strengthenits
leading positionregionally
and globally asanattractive
destination for projectsand
companies”, state-run WAM
newsagencyreported.

The reforms allow foreign

entrepreneurs and
investors to set up their
own companies without
involvinglocal shareholders,
the agency said. That is a
welcome  development
for the country’s many
expatriateswho forlonghad
their ownership capped at
49 percentin firms outside
freezones.

Other legal amendments
remove quotasrequiring that
Emiratishold the majority of
boardpositionsand serveas
chairsforonshorecompanies.
Companies thatwantto be
publicly traded willbeable to
sellupto 70 percent of their
sharesinstead ofthe current
30percentlimit.

The amendments will
diminish the appeal of 45
“free” zones across the UAE,
wherethose wantingtoavoid
local-hiringquotasandretain

full foreign ownershipwould
setupshop.
Themovedealsabigblowto
long-standingrentier benefits
for Emirati citizens, many of
whom made their livings
as figurehead company
partners. Still, noone expects
publicresistance fromlocals.
Some 80 percentof Emiratis
workinthe publicsectorand
receivegeneroussalariesand
subsidies. They closely hew
the governmentlineinthe
hereditarilyruled sheikdom.
Political partiesand labour
unionsremainillegal.
State-linked newspaper
The National reported the
decree in further detail,
sayingtheforeign ownership
amendments would take
effect within six months.
Companies could take an
entireyeartostartcomplying
withthe changes,itadded.

Irantoconnect
Afghanistanto Int’l

markets

Deputy MinisterofRoadsand Urban
Developmentfor Constructionand
Development of Railways, Ports
and Airports Abbas Khatibi says
“Iran will connect Afghanistan to
CIScountries,northerncountriesin
Caucasusregion, Europeand some
countrieslike [raganditssouthern
portsaswellas connecting to the
international markets.”
Speakingto ILNA, Abbas Khatibi
announced that the Khaf-Herat
railwaywillopenbymid-December,

addingthatthe railwayhasbeen
constructedinthreepartseachwith
alengthof140kilometerswiththe
investmentoflIranians.

Henoted two parts of this railway
have been constructed with a
length of 78kilometersinsideIran
bordersandthethird parthasbeen
constructed with thelength of 62
kilometersinside Afghanistan.
Khatibiadded thatbutthe fourth
partofthe railway from Rozanak
Station with the length of 82
kilometers will extend towards
HeratthatAfghanistanisincharge
ofitsconstruction.

Hestated thatdataandinformation

show that Afghanistan has
provideditsnecessary sources for
constructingtherailway fromItaly
and aKazakh companyisin charge
ofitsconstruction.

Onthe connection of this project
with Chabahar Port, Khatibi
said that the super rail project
of Chabahar-Zahedan railway is
under the construction, adding
that another project is under
construction which starts from
Zahedanand continuesto Birjand
and Gonabad and itis connected to
the Bafq-Mashhad railway which
will complete the eastern corridor
ofthe country that some parts of it

arecurrentlyunder construction.
Khatibiadded thatifthe railwayis
connected to Bafq-Mashhadroute,
we actually can connect to Khaf
regionthrough Torbat Heydarieh
regionand fromthere to connect
toHerat.Heemphasizedthatinthis
condition, Iran easternrail corridor
isshapedandinthe future and with
construction ofKhaf-Heratrailway,
Iran can connect Afghanistan to
the Persian Gulfand Seaof Oman
throughitsrailway networks and
this route will be effective and
determininative for Afghanistan
which has no access to the free
waters.
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Currency, Gold
Relatively Calm

Foreignexchangeandgold prices
posted meager changes Monday
amid nationwide restrictions
onnon-essential businesses to
control spread of the Covid-19
plague.

The dollar was up 0.77% to
258,000 rialsin Tehran’s free
market. The euro was almost
flatduring the dayat303,590
rialswhile the UK pound gained
1,660 rialsto closeat 341,880
rials. Not surprisingly, the gold
marketwas calm duetothemass
covid closures. Emamigold coin
wasup 1.69% and sold for 118

millionrials. Starting Saturday
thegovernmentisimplementing
stricter controlsonless-needed
businesses. Moneychangers,
however, say they have no clue
ifthey can or cannot operate.
President Hassan Rouhani
lastweek ordered an extended
lockdown of cities hithardest
by the virus as daily infections
and deathssetnewdailyrecords.
Market observers say the
lockdown helpsboostunofficial
tradeingold viaonline platforms.
The public have often been
warned against fraudstersand
urged by the governmentnotto
buy gold and foreign currencies
online.

‘Jﬂ%w

Wednesday ,November 25, 2020, No. 652
:—_%34/;7';

ISFAHAN
NEWS

What's News

Iran’s foreign
trade value
exceeds $S44bn
in 8 months:
IRICA
President of the
Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration
(IRICA) put the
country’s foreign
trade value in the
firsteightmonths of
the currentIranian
calendaryear (from
March21toNov.22)
atover $44 billion.
Mehdi Mir-Ashrafi
broke the news on
Mondayand added
thatlran’s foreign
trade statistics
in eight months
of the current
year indicate that
97,700,000 tons
of goods, valued at
$44.6 billion, have
been exchangedin
this period.

He further noted
thatlIran’s exportof
non-oil goods and
commoditiesison
anupward trend.
Then, he pointed
to the volume of
goods imported
into the country in
eightmonths ofthe
current year and
added,“21,800,000
tons of products
were imported
into the country,
so thatbasic goods
and commodities
accounted for 15.2
million tons.”

He put the total
value of goods
imported into
the country from
March 21 to Nov.
22 at$23.1billion,
showing a one
and 18 percent
decline in terms
of volume and
value respectively
as compared to
the last year’s
corresponding
period.
Elsewhere in his
remarks, Mir-
Ashrafi pointed
to the volume of
products exported
and added, “More
than 75 million
tons of goods,
valued at more
than $21.5 billion,
were exported from
the country from
March21toNov.22,
showingal4and 19
percentdecline in
terms of volume and
value respectively
as compared to the
same period of last
year.



and communication not
only on the basis of shared
responsibility, but also
through a decisive joint
actionasaninternational
community”

Gharibabadi further
urged UNIDO to increase

countries.

“Westillwitnesstheuse ofunilateral sanctionsagainstcountries
inclearviolation ofthe goalsand principles ofthe UN Charter,
international law and humanrightsaswellas the principles of
multilateralism and thenorms of diplomacy and international
relations,” headded.

“Weexpressourdeep concernabouttheserious consequencesof
the coronavirus formany developing countries, includingthose

Iran Decries Harmful
Impacts of Sanctionson
COVID-19 Battle

Iran’s ambassador to international organizations in Vienna
denounced the damagingeffects thatunilateral sanctions have
onthe fightagainstthe coronavirus pandemicindeveloping
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France,
Germany, UK
Discuss Working
withJoe Biden
onJCPOA

European foreign
ministers from France,
Germany and the UK
mettodiscussajoint
approach with the
incoming Joe Biden
administration on
revivingthe2015Iran
nucleardeal.

The three nations,
whose ministers met
in Berlin, are hoping
Tehran can reach an
agreement under
whichthe USwouldlift
itssanctionsinreturn
for Iran reversing
the suspension ofits
commitments under
the multilateral deal,
the Guardianreported
onMonday.

Biden, the usS
president-elect, has
said he wants the
UStorejointhe deal,
known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA),
if Iran returns to its
commitments.

Last week, Foreign
Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said Iran
wasready toresume
its commitments
under the 2015
nuclearaccordifthe
US stops violations of
UN Security Council
Resolution 2231 that
endorsedthedealand
liftsitssanctions.
“Americashouldlive
up toitscommitments.
Americahasnoother
option. America’s
(sole) option is
to return (to its
commitments). Why?
Becausethe people’s
resistancehasdefeated
thepolicy of maximum
pressure,”hesaid.
The]CPOAwassigned
in 2015 between
Iran and six world
states — namely the
US, Germany, France,
Britain, Russia and
China — and was
ratified in the form of
Resolution2231.
However,theUSunder
President Donald
Trump unilaterally
pulled outoftheJCPOA
in May 2018 and
reinstated the anti-
Iransanctionsthathad
beenliftedbythedeal.
The Trump
administration also
unleashed the so-
called maximum
pressure campaign
and targeted the
Iranian nation with
the “toughest ever”
restrictive measures.

countries.

Addressing the 48th session of the UNIDO Industrial
DevelopmentBoard, held online on Monday, Kazem Gharibabadi
said thebattle against COVID-19requiresacomprehensiveand
coordinated multilateral approach to supportthe vulnerable

thatare vulnerable and face serious challenges beyond their
control,’ Press TV quoted the envoyassaying.

He also noted that the highly contagious virus should be
contained through global cooperation and solidarity, adding,
“Westrongly believe thatnowisthe critical time for cooperation

Amnalysis: Biden's pick for U.N. envoy
will find waning American influence

President-elect]oe Biden'spicktobehisambassador

tothe United Nationsin New Yorkwill have to tackle

Washington’swaningleadership atthe world body

intheface ofamoreassertive China, diplomatsand

analystssaid on Monday.

President-elect
Joe Biden'’s
pick to be his
ambassador
to the United
Nations in New
York will have
to tackle Washington’s
waning leadership atthe
world body in the face of
a more assertive China,
diplomats and analysts

NEWS

said on Monday.
Biden nominated veteran
U.S. diplomat Linda

Thomas-Greenfield and
restored the post to a
Cabinetrole.Ifconfirmed
by the U.S.Senate, Thomas-
Greenfield would succeed
President Donald Trump’s
two U.N. envoys - first
Nikki Haley, who was in
the Cabinet,andlater Kelly
Craft, who was not. Both
had little foreign policy
experience before taking
uptherole.

Thomas-Greenfield is a
35-yearveteran ofthe U.S.
Foreign Service who has
served on four continents,
perhaps most notably
in Africa.“My mother
taughtmetolead with the
power of kindness and
compassion to make the
world abetter place.I've
carried thatlesson with
me throughout my career
in Foreign Service - and,
if confirmed, will do the
same as Ambassador
to the United Nations,”
Thomas-Greenfield
tweeted on Monday.
Thomas-Greenfield, who
is Black, described last
year how thatapproach
helped her when she was
aU.S.diplomatin Rwanda
during the April 1994
genocide and faced a
“glazed-eyed young man”

Z.arif:

Ending Yemen war ‘Intl.
community’s longoverdue

duty’

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif has
lambasted the inhumane crimes against the Yemeni
people, saying that ending the tragedy in the war-
torn country isalong-overdue responsibility of the

international community.

“Enoughisenough!Itisamoral responsibility, long
overdue, for theinternational community to end the Yemen
tragedy. And hold invaders—and their masters trading
Yemenilives for $—to account,” Zariftweeted on Monday.

“Only viable pathis ceasefire+end to bombardments;
urgenthumanitarianaid; and political talks,” he stressed.

Thetop diplomatmade the remarksinareply to atweetby

who had mistaken her for
awoman thathehadbeen
senttokill.

“Ilooked that young man
inthe eyeandlasked him
hisname. And Itold him
mine....Ifhekilled me, I
wanted him to know the
name of the person he’d
killed,” she said during
a presentation. “I used
the power of kindness
and compassion and I
would survive.”Thomas-
Greenfield served most
recently as the assistant
secretary of state for Africa
during President Barack
Obama’s administration,
leading U.S. policy toward
sub-Saharan Africa during
tumultuous events such
asthe West Africa Ebola
outbreak.
‘GRINDINGWORK’

If confirmed, she would
join counterparts with
decades of experience in
international diplomacy
from Britain, France, China
and Russia-which along
with the United States -
make up the U.N. Security
Council’s permanentfive
veto-wieldingmembers.
“The billion-dollar
question hanging overthe
U.S.atthe U.N.isif Thomas-
Greenfield can contain
China’srising influence
in the organization,

UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres on the same day:.
Guterreswrote "Yemenisinimminentdanger ofthe worst
famine in decades. Withoutimmediate action, millions
oflives may belost. I urge all those with influence to act
urgently & requestthateveryoneavoids takingactions that
could make adire situation worse.”
Saudi Arabiaand anumber ofitsregional allieslaunched
their devastatingwar on Yemen in March 2015 in order to
bring former president, Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, back to
power and crush the Houthi Ansarullah movement.

The US-based Armed Conflict Location and Event
Data Project (ACLED), anonprofit conflict-research
organization, estimates thatthe warhas claimed more than
100,0001lives over the pastfive years.
Riyadhanditsallieshave widelybeen criticized for the high
civilian death tollasaresult of theirbombing campaignin

Yemen.

which Trump’s slash-

and-burn approach
to multilateralism has
signally failed to do,”
said Richard Gowan,
International Crisis Group
U.N.director.
“Thatwillinvolve alot of
grindingwork toincrease
trust with non-Western
diplomats,” he said.
Beijinghasbeen pushing
for greater multilateral
influenceinachallenge to
traditional U.S.leadership
and tensions between
the two superpowers
have hitaboiling pointat
the United Nations over
the deadly coronavirus
pandemic.China and the
United States “working
together to promote a
bigger role of the U.N.
in addressing global
challengesisnotonly what
the world wants butalso
inthe common interests
of the two countries,”
a Chinese diplomat,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, told Reuterson
Monday.Trump’s wariness
of multilateralism also
saw the United States
announce plans to
quit the World Health
Organization, pull out of
the U.N. Human Rights
Council, the U.N. cultural
agency UNESCO and a

Yemen’s Foreign Ministry, citing figures compiled by the
United Nations, said this week that there are about12.2

global accord to tackle
climate change.

Jeffrey Feltman, aveteran
U.S.diplomatwhowasU.N.
political affairs chieffrom
2012t02018, described
Thomas-Greenfield as
“tailor-made forthe type of
diplomacy we need today
torestore U.S.leadership
and rebuild multilateral
alliances to meettoday’s
global challenges.”

U.N. diplomats broadly
welcomed Biden’s
announcement."Awoman
of color, a woman of
substance and a woman
ofexperience. She will be
atremendousassettothe
U.N.andapartner forall of
us,lamsure,” said asenior
Asian diplomat, speaking
on condition of anonymity.
A senior Gulf diplomat,
alsospeakingon condition
of anonymity, said
Thomas-Greenfield’s
appointmentwasa “strong
and welcome signal of the
incomingadministration’s
commitment to the U.N.
and to multilateralism.”
“Active American
leadershipis particularly
important now as the
world faces a range of
transnational challenges
like COVID, economic
shocks and climate
change,” thediplomatsaid.

its cooperation with other
agencies of the world body
to ensure the affected countries’
continued access to medical equipment

aswellasfair productionanddistribution of vaccines.
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Russian Warship Stops US
Destroyerfrom Violating

Russia’s Border

Russia’s Admiral Vinogradov anti-submarine
destroyer stopped the United States’ USSJohn S.
McCain from violating the Russian borderin the
Peter Gulf, the Russian Defense Ministry saidina
statement.

Accordingto the ministry,at06:17 Moscow time
(03:17 GMT) on Tuesday, the USSJohn S. McCain,
which entered the Sea of Japan several days ago,
violated Russia’s territorial watersin the Peter the
Great Gulf, "passing the maritime border by two
kilometers", TASSreported.

"The Pacific Fleet’s Admiral Vinogradov anti-
submarine destroyer used an international
communication channel to warn the foreign vessel
thatsuchactionswere unacceptable and the violator
could be driven out of the country’s territorial
watersinaramming maneuver. After the warming
wasissuedand the Admiral Vinogradov changed its
course, the USSJohn S.McCaindestroyerreturned to
international waters," the statementsaid.

Missile Attacks against
Saudi Aramco to Continue:
Ansarullah

The spokesman for Yemen's Houthi Ansarullah
movement, Mohammad Abdul-Salam said thatthe
targetingof Aramco's distributionstationinJeddah
cameinresponsetothe continued siege and Saudi
aggressionon Yemen.

Inaninterviewwith Al-Alam News TV, Abdul-Salam
addedthattheresponseisnotoverandwill continue
untilthewar on Yemenis stopped.

He explained thatthe military operationsin Ma'rib,
Al-Baidhaand Al-Jawfare proceeding with great
progress and thatthe victories of the Ma'rib front
areveryimportant.

Early on Monday, the Yemeni Armed Forces’
spokesman, Brigadier General Yahya Saree, said
the Arab country’s military fired a missile ata
distribution station operated by the Saudi Aramco
oilcompanyin Saudi Arabia’s Red Seacity ofJeddah
andstruckit.

The attack was carried out with a Quds-2 type
winged missile, Saree said inatweetlate on Sunday.
“The strike wasveryaccurate,and ambulancesand
fireenginesrushedtothetarget,” hesaid.

He furtherwarned foreign companiesandresidents
in Saudi to exercise caution as “operations will
continue”.

Aramco’s oil production and exportfacilities are
mostlyinSaudi’s Eastern Province, morethan 1,000
kmacrossthe countryfrom]Jeddah.

The military spokesman said the strike had been
carried outinresponse to the Saudi-led coalition’s
ongoingairstrikesagainst Yemen.

The Saudi-led coalitioninvaded Yemenin 2015.
Since then, over 100,000 people have beenkilled,
accordingtothe US-based Armed Conflict Location
and EventDataProject (ACLED).

million
Yemen

in dire need of humanitarian aid, more than five
million children under the age of five who suffer from
malnutrition,about 1.71 million displaced children, and
more than two million children out of school.

children in




Iran's Supreme Leader attends High Economic

Council's coordination meeting

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
attended the High Economic Coordination Council's meeting on Tuesday.
Also, heads of three branches of power and members of the Council were
presentinthe meetingunderway in Imam Khomeini Mosque in Tehran.

Supreme Council of Economic Coordination was founded with the order of Ayatollah
Khamenei more than two years ago to follow up ways to counter the US sanctions,and deal with the

20000 Rials

economicsituation in the country affected by those sanctions.

In November 2018 and just few months after the US unilateral withdrawal from the July 2015
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Analysis: Biden's NEWS
pickfor U.N.envoy
o . news
Americaninfluence  [RGC'sreadinessto
B protect waterborders
Iran Decries permancnt
TheNavycommanderoflran's
Harmful Impacts Islamic Revolution Guard
of Sanctions on Corps (IRGC) said that the
COVIDI19-Battle IRGC’sreadiness to monitor

and protect the country's
B waterbordersispermanent.

Iran to connect Q%Gcmai’yfl‘?mma“{}er Rear

. . miral Alireza Tangsiri
Afghl:“;lsmnto Intl told reporters on Monday:
markets

o "Today,inaddition to having

anenthusiasticand strong
presencein theregion, the
[RGCNavyistryingto carry
out missions in the future

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:17:48 beyond the region and
Noon call to prayer : offshoretodefend and protect
11:50:27 thesovereigntyandinterests
Evening call to prayer: of the Islamic Republic of

Iran."Referringto the IRGC
17:17:09

Navy's fight against fuel
smuggling and trawling in
thePersian Gulf, Rear Admiral
Tangsirisaid: "The Islamic
Revolution Guard Corpshasso
fardiscovered and seized 25
millionliters of smuggled fuel
inthe Persian Gulf and in this
regard, 25 offending vessels
havebeenseized."

WEATHER

High:13°¢c
Low:-1%

nuclear deal, US President Donal Trump claimed thathe imposed the highestlevel of sanctions

e
-
e

Iran maintains traditional status in

Majority Say They Want GOP in Control of US

Senate: Poll

Amajority of US voters say they want Republicans to remainin
control of the Senate in the New Year after the Georgia runoff
races,according toanew Harvard CAPS-Harris poll.

Fifty-six percentofvoters said they wanta
divided government with Republicansin
control ofthe upper chamber, according to
datareleased exclusively to The Hill.
Forty-four percent of voters said they
wanted Democratsto control the US Senate.
“As of now, the voters want divided
governmentand their votes for the Senate
and House indicate that as well,” said
Harvard CAPS-Harris polling director
Mark Penn. “Thisisastrong headwind for
Democratsin the special election though
(President) Trump’s continued failure to
concede could muddy the waters here.”
The poll comes weeks after both Georgia
Senateraces headed torunoffsafterall four
candidates failed to reach the 50 percent
threshold in the state needed to win an
election.

Incumbent Sen. David Perdue (R-Ga.)
garnered 86,000 more votes than his
Democratic challenger Jon Ossoff, while
the other Democratic candidate, the Rev.

Raphael Warnock, benefited from the fact
thattwo Republicans — Sen. Kelly Loeffler
and Rep.Doug Collins — were on the ballot
inhisrace,dividingthe GOP vote.
Theraces, whicharesettotake place]an.5,
will determine the outcome of the Senate.
The majority will have amajor effecton US
President-elect]Joe Biden’s agendaforthe
nexttwoyears.

Democrats are set to have 48 seats in
January. If they win both of the Georgia
Senate seats, they would effectively have
control ofthe Senate with Vice President-
elect Kamala Harris serving as the tie
breakingvote.

Republicansdecreased Democrats’ chances
ofwinningbackthe upper chamberearlier
this month after many predicted a blue
wave.

The Harvard CAPS-Harris poll of 2,205
registered voters was conducted between
Nov.17 and 19.Itisacollaboration of the
Center for American Political Studies at
Harvard University and The Harris Poll.
Full poll results will be posted online
later this week. The surveyisan online
sample drawn from the Harris Panel and
weighted to reflectknown demographics.
Asarepresentative online sample, itdoes
notreportaprobability confidenceinterval.

OPEC

Trump Administration Gives Green Light to
Proceed with Biden Transition

After weeks of waiting, US President Donald Trump's

administration on Monday cleared the way for President-elect

Joe Biden to transition to the White House, givinghim access to

briefingsand funding even as Trump vowed to continue fighting

the USelectionresults.

Trump, aRepublican, has alleged widespread
voter fraud in the Nov. 3 election without
providingevidence. Althoughhe didnotconcede
oracknowledge his Democraticrival'svictoryon
Monday, Trump's announcement that his staff
would cooperate with Biden's represented a
significantshiftand wasthe closesthehascometo
admittingdefeat.

Bidenwon 306 state-by-state electoral votes, well
over the 270 needed for victory, to Trump’s 232.
Bidenalsoholdsalead of morethan 6millioninthe
national popularvote.

The Trump campaign'slegal efforts to overturn
the election have almost entirely failed in key
battleground states,and a growing number of
Republicanleaders, business executives and
national security experts have urged the US
presidenttoletthetransitionbegin.
Thepresident-electhasbegun namingmembers
ofhisteam,includingtappingtrusted aide Antony
Blinken to head the State Department, without
waiting for government funding or a Trump
concession.Butcriticshaveaccused the president
ofundermining USdemocracy and undercutting

Defense Minister of Iran Brigadier
General Amir Hatami said an
advanced homegrown destroyer
called Denawilljoin the Iranian
Navyinthe near future.
Speakingatavideoconference
on Monday, Brigadier General
Hatamisaid the new destroyer
has been fully designed and
manufactured by the Iranian
experts.

Denaismoreadvanced thanother

Defense Minister: destroyers ofthe same generation

in terms of equipment and
New Destl'oyel' to performance, the ministeradded.
Join Iranian Navy In commentsin May, Hatami said

DenadestroyerisaMowij-class
vessel equipped with advanced
systems.

Laterin October, Iranian Navy
Commander Rear Admiral
Hossein Khanzadi said the
country’s first homegrown
auxiliary ship that would be
unveiled in the Iranian month of
Azar (November 21-December
20)is capable of sailingaround
the globe three times without

beingrefueled.

Iranian military experts and
technicians have in recent
years made great headwaysin
manufacturing abroad range of
indigenous equipment, making
thearmed forcesself-sufficientin
thearmssphere.

Iranian officials have repeatedly
underscored that the country
willnothesitate to strengthenits
military capabilities, including its
missile power, which are entirely
meantfordefense,andthatlIran’s
defense capabilities willbe never
subjecttonegotiations.

the next administration's ability to fight the
coronavirus pandemicwith hisrefusaltoaccept
the results.On Monday, the General Services
Administration, the federal agency that must
signoffon presidential transitions, told Biden
he could formally begin the hand-over process.
GSA Administrator Emily Murphy saidinaletter
thatBidenwould getaccesstoresourcesthathad
beendeniedtohimbecause ofthelegal challenges
seekingtooverturnhiswin, Reutersreported.
ThatmeansBiden's team willnow have federal
fundsandanofficial office to conducthistransition
untilhetakesofficeon]Jan.20.Italso pavesthe way
for Bidenand Vice President-elect KamalaHarris
toreceiveregular national securitybriefings that
Trumpalsogets.

The GSA announcement came shortly after
Michigan officials certified Biden as the victor
intheir state, making Trump's legal efforts to
change the election outcome even more unlikely
tosucceed.

Trump and his advisers said he would continue
topursuelegal avenues buthis decision to give
Murphythe go-ahead toproceed withatransition
for Biden's administration indicated even the
White House understood it was getting close to
timetomoveon.

"Our case STRONGLY continues, we will keep
upthegood...Fight,and I believe we will prevail!
Nevertheless,inthe bestinterestof our Country,
Iamrecommending that Emily and her team
dowhatneedstobe done with regard to initial
protocols,and have told myteamtodo the same,"
Trumpsaid on Twitter.

ATrump adviser painted the move as similar to
both candidatesreceivingbriefings during the
campaignandsaid the president's statementwas
notaconcession.

TheBiden transition team said meetings would
begin with federal officials on Washington's
responsetothe coronavirus pandemic,alongwith
discussions ofnational securityissues.

Two Trump administration officials said the Biden
agencyreviewteams could begininteractingwith
Trumpagencyofficialsas soonas Tuesday.
“Thisis probablythe closestthingtoaconcession
that President Trump couldissue," said Senate
Democraticleader Chuck Schumer.

Murphy, who was appointed to the GSAjob by
Trumpin2017 and said she faced threats fornot
startingthe transition earlier, told GSAemployees
inaletterthatthedecisiontodosowashersalone.
"l was never pressured with regard to the
substance ortiming of my decision. The decision
wassolelymine,"shewrote. The GSAhad insisted
thatMurphywould "ascertain" or formallyapprove
thetransitionwhenthe winnerwasclear.
Representative Don Beyer,who led the Obama
administration's transition at the Commerce
Departmentin 2008, said Murphy's delay was
"costlyand unnecessary" and warned that Trump
couldstilldogreatharminhisremainingtimein
office.
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