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Iran-Europe Business
Forum to be held in mid-
December

An Advisertothe Trade Promotion Organization
ofIransaid thatthe Iran-Europe Business Forum
will be held in mid-Decembertoincrease Iran’s
non-oil exports.

Mirhadi Seyedistated “With the cooperation of
the International Center (ITC) and the support
ofthe European Union, the Iran-Europe Business
Forumwillbe held on December 14to 16 soasto
increase Iran’snon-oil exports through creating
the necessary platform for trade, scientificand
technological cooperation.

Accordingto Seyedi, the three-day meetingwillbe
focused on specialized meetings on topicsrelated
toeconomicandtraderelationsbetweenIranand
Europe, as well as special meetings on national
exportstrategyinthe fields ofindustrial sectors
(auto parts and petrochemicals), agricultural
sectors (medicinal plants, fruits,and vegetables),
tourismservicesand services (ICT).
Emphasizing the uniqueness of this event for
Iranian and European businesses, Seyedi said,
“This meeting will allow Iranian and European
companies to exchange ideas, expertise as well
asidentifyingand communicating with potential
business partners.”

He also noted that Iran-Europe Business
Forum will revive talks and build mutual trust
between companies, therefore, it canlead to
therestoration of Iran-Europe trade relations,
strengthening economicties between the two
sides, while paving the way for broadertrade and
investmentties.

Itisworth mentioning thatIran’s foreign trade
with Europe in the first seven months of the
Iranian calendar year (March 20-October 21)
amounted to 15.9 million tons worth over $8.8
billion.

AmongEuropean countries, the main export
destinations were Turkey with $1,489,372,408
billion, followed by Russia, Germany, and Italy.
Duringthisperiod, Iranhasexported goodsto 37
European countries, including Austria, Germany,
Bosnia,and Herzegovina, Belgium, Switzerland,
Denmark, France, Spain, the United Kingdom,
[taly, the Netherlands, Sweden, Slovakia, and
Norway.

Over the last decade, Iran’s private sector,
comprised of both major enterprises and SMEs,
hasbecomeanincreasinglyimportantpartofthe
country’s economy, contributing greatly tojob
creationand innovation.

The developmentofthe private sectorand the
continued efforts of the Iranian government
to facilitate privatization in major industries,
has meant that the structure of the Iranian
economy remains more conducive to expanded
trade relations with Europe. This panel will
provideanimportant context for policymakers
and European business leaders about the
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Gems

ThebulksaleofIranianquality productsisnotexclusive

tosaffronand pistachio,asIraniangemstonesarealso

beingtransferredinbulktoothercountries.

=
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According to
Mansour Namdar
Zandi, a senior
member of Iran
Gold, Jewels, Silver
and Precious
Stones Producers
Union, Iranian gemstones
are being exported
to Turkey and other
countries, and after
they are processed and
branded, they generate up
to300%inadded valuefor

those countries.

“Several semi-precious
gemstone mines,
including citrine,

amethyst, jasper and a
wide variety of agate, are
in 18 Iranian provinces.
We are capable of low-
tech, artisanal mining of
some of these gemstones
but others are being
retrieved through
techniquesthatdamage
their quality and color.
Challenges associated
with customs’ procedures
have made imports of
modern equipment
even more difficult
than before. However, a
number of specialized
mining equipment is
now being manufactured
domestically,” he was
quoted as saying by the
Persian-language daily
Shargh.

Noting thatlack ofbrand
identity is one of the

marketed itselfasatop
producer of gold and
jewels, while the country
does not have a single
mine and importsall raw
materials.

“Iran’s marketing
strategies are weak. Iran’s
export of gemstones in
bulkis even worse than
that of saffron. Turkey
buys our gemstones in
bulkand after processing
creates multiple times
higher added value,”

he said. “All of Iran’s
gemstones, except
turquoise, are being

exported unprocessed.
The domestic production
of precious stones costs
higher than theirimport
dueto tax,insurance and
customs duties, as well
the very complicated
governmentregulations
and bureaucracy. For
example, the price of
Iranian citrine is twice
the cost of importing

&%L;v

Lost Opportunity in Exportof Uncut

Mine and Trade of Iran,
said most gemstone
minesin Iranare owned
by the private sector
and the government
has privatized all public
mines.“Lack of precious
stones such as diamond
in Iran is the reason
behind traditional mining
in the country. Imports
of precious stones are
usually from Afghanistan’s

Badakhshan and India,”
hesaid.
“By employing top

designers, the country
will make progressin the
field; innovative designing
isof greater importance
than exploration. The
whole production chain
of gemstones would
improve by reforming
the gemstone designing
techniques.”

Chairman of Iranian Mines
and Mining Industries
Development and
Renovation Organization

overlooked foryears.

“Since November 2019,
IMIDRO hasheld meetings
with the Geological Survey
and Mineral Exploration
ofIran,as well as senior
mining and customs
officials, Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran,
Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism, commerce
chambers and gold
and jewelry union. In
cooperation with Isfahan’s
Gemstones Consortium
and provincial governor,
astone marketing venue
hasbeenopenedthereand
asimilar market will be
opened in Mashhad,” he
said. “IMIDRO also plans
toestablishamarketalong
Afghanistan’s border. It
held a stone carving
course in Ferdows in
South Khorasan and
360 people attended it.
IMIDRO’s policies are
focused on preventingthe

‘Jﬂ%w
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What's News

Semnan Province
Exports Reach
$135min Seven
Months

Atotal of 140,000
tons of commodities
worth $155 million
were exported from
Semnan Province to
42 countries during
the first seven months
ofthe currentIranian
year (March 20-Sept.
21), showing a 14%
riseinvalue compared
withthe similar period
oflastyear,according
to the province's
Industries, Miningand
Trade Organization’s
deputy for commercial
affairs.

“A total of 75 types
of commodities
were exported from
Semnan, including
sodium hydroxide,
sodium carbonate,
light hydrocarbons,
silicon, cables, swamp
coolers, disposable
products, washing
machine powder,
chocolate and pastry,
aswellasironandsteel
parts,” Hamidreza
Maddahwas quotedas
sayingby IRNA.

Iraq, Turkey,
India, Armenia,
Georgia, Hong
Kong, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan,
Afghanistan, the UAE,
Indonesiaand Ukraine
were the main export
destinations.

Atotal of 7,100 tons
of goods worth $30

composition of the Iranian private sector. problems in this field, Processed citrine from Khodadad Gharibpour —export of unprocessed, million wereimported
Following extensive technical cooperation Namdari said Iran’s Lhailand. said the capacity of rawmaterials;weareat into the province from
funded by the European Commission, the neighboring Turkey has ArmanKhaleqi,amember gemstone mining and thebeginningoftheroad, 16 countries during
International Trade Centre and the Iran Trade of House of Industry, marketing has been though” the same period.
Promotion Organization have developed anew The imports
NationalExportStrategy(NES) for Iran. This Irantoaugment andg.asfexportswillincrease Sund.ay. o afu.lly-industrial province mainly . included
panel markets the public launch of the new . by buildingenergy complexes Iranian Ministry of Industry, having great energy and automotive spare
strategy. oil, gas exports by inthe province having great Mine and Trade has given petrochemical capacities. parts, equipment
In light of uncertainties arising from U.S. buildingenergy industrial capacities. permission to build energy Khuzestan province on for electrical
sanctions and the shock ofthe COVID-19 crisis, Ali Karani, member ofboard complexes in the province, southwestern Iran is an devices, cotton boll,
enhancing domestic competitiveness and complex o of governors of industry buttheprojectneedsall-out important hub of energy transformer partsand
productivity to expand trade opportunities is A senior official 1n the equipment manufacturersof supporttobelaunched, the activeindifferentoil, gasand oils, propene, static
crucial more than ever before as Iran seeks a southwestern.provmce 9f Khuzestan, madetheremarks official said. petrochemical projects. power convertersand
durable economicrecovery. Khuzestan believes that oil inanintevriewwithIRNAon He said that Khuzestan is voltageregulators.
Turkey, China,
Uzbekistan, Italy,
NO 636 m Solution: NO 635 m Germany, Belgium,
the Netherlands and
1 5 Iranian Ports Capacity countries,” Rastad was quoted the UAEwere the main
T 240 Million'T assaying by Fars News Agency. exporters.
ops OIEONS 1 0ut90% of Iran's exportsand Each ton of export
Per Annum importsare carried outthrough from Semnan,
Iranian commercial portshave - portsinthesouthandnorthwith accordingto thelocal
the capacity to handle 246 therespective capacitytohandle official, averaged

million tons of cargo annually,
Mohammad Rastad, the head of

Portsand Maritime Organization,
said on the sidelines of the First

International Conference of
Eurasian Economic Union.“The
capacity ofthe country’snorthern

ports stands at 30 million tons.
By tapping into the capacity

availableinnorthernandsouthern
ports,we willbe able to promote
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commercial exchanges with the
Central Asian states and other
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216 milliontonsand 30 million
tons.Referringtothelaunchof11
infrastructure projectsin Anzali
PortinthenorthernGilanProvince
on Tuesday, Rastad said, “The
private sector hasinvested 800
billionrials [$3 million]infourout
ofthese 11 projects.Theremaining
projectshavebeenfinancedbythe
Portsand Maritime Organization;
the organization’sinvestmentin
theseprojectsstandsat900billion
rials[$3.4 million]”

$1,104 while each ton
of imported goods
averaged $4,300 over
the seven months.
Stretching alongthe
Alborz  mountain
range and bordering
Dasht-e Kavir desert
inits southern parts,
Semnan Province is
one oflran’sindustrial
hubs.
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Iran Slams
Pompeo’s Visit
to Region

The spokesperson
for Iran’s Foreign
Ministry denounced
the Us state
secretary’s trip to

Srd round of Iran-
Ukraine talks tobe held on
compensation

Aninformed source announced thatthe third round of Iran-
Ukraine talks over the flight 752 incident will be held in the
Ukrainian capital, Kyivon the compensationissue.

The nextround of talks will be held in Kyivin late November
orearly December, said an informed source to Mehr News
Agency.

Itwas scheduled to discuss the compensation of the victims
inthe second round oftalksin Tehran, butit was postponed

Iranurges Canada to stop double

standards

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman Saeed
Khatibzadehurged Canadatostopdoublestandards
and to comply withits commitmentsto humanright

andstopitssupportforthe US"Economic Terrorism"

tothenextround due to the announcementofthe Ukrainian
delegation thatitwas notready, the sourceadded.

Sofar, the Foreign Ministry hasnotannounced the exacttime
ofthe meeting, and usually one week to ten days before the
start ofthe talks, other members ofthe Iranian negotiating
team will be notified of the time of the talks, the source said.
Answeringthe question whether the third round is the final
round of negotiations or the negotiations may continue, the
source said thatitdependsonthe processofthe third round
ofnegotiations.

The second round of the related talks over the flight 752
tragedy was held at the place of the Iranian Ministry of
Foreign Affairsin Tehranin November and the firstround

ofthe Iranian delegation's
talks about the flight 752
incidentin Ukraine ended
in early August2020.

On Jan 8, a Boeing 737
belonging to Ukraine
International Airlines
was mistakenly downed in
Tehran shortly after taking
offfromIran's Imam Khomeini
International Airport (IKIA)
withatleast 170 passengersand crew,
mostly Iranians, onboard.

NEWS

Army's statement:

Basijforcesreadytothwart

enemies’ conspiracies, plots

Army ofthe IslamicRepublicof Iranissued a statement
on Sun.on the occasion of Basji Week, calling the Basij
forcesatthelevel ofIraniannationand one of the effective

the West Asiaregion,
saying such visitsare
nothingbutlast-ditch
attemptstopursuethe
already failed policies.
Speaking at a press
conference on Sunday,
Foreign  Ministry
Spokesperson
Saeed Khatibzadeh
said Iran condemns
Mike Pompeo’s visit
totheregionand his
commentsinthetrip.
Such visits that the
US secretary of state
ismakingatthe end
ofhistermresemble
apursuitofthe failed
American policies,
he said, adding
that the window
of opportunity is
being closed to the
disgraced regional
governments that
allied themselves
with the Trump
administration.
“Sadly, a number
of these (regional)
rulers have spentall
of their dignity and
honoronthepersons
thathave beenvoted
outbythe American
people,” Khatibzadeh
said.

Decrying Mike
Pompeo’s “bitter”
trip to the Palestinian
occupied territories,
the Iranian
spokesman said such
atripwould have not
happened withoutthe
treason committed by
certainrulersinthe
region.

Pompeo on Thursday

NEWS

Speaking in his
press conference
on Sunday,
Khatibzadehsaid
that Canada has
adopted political
measuresagainst
Iran in gross violation of
human rights and at the
same time supports the
US"Economic Terrorism"
and anti-Revolution
movements, so that
the Foreign Ministry
has summoned Italian
ambassador to Tehran
as interest section of
Canadato protest Ottawa
government'sunlawfulacts.
He urged Canadian
governmentto comply with
its commitments to human
rights and stop double
standardsinits behavior
andactions.

However, the Canadian
government's approach
hasbeendestructive over
the last few years, the
spokesmansaid.

Asked about Mohammad
Javad Zarif’sphonecalltohis
British counterpart, he said
theydiscussedbilateraland
regionalissues.
Elaborating on Iran’s
conditions for UStorejoin
JCPOAduringBiden’sterm,
hesaid USadministration’s
behaviorisimportant for
Irannottheir expectations
and Iran will vigilantly
monitoring the diplomatic
developments.

He reiterated that US
maximum pressure hasled
to maximum failure and
anyone who takes office
inthe White House should

respect rights of Iranian
nation.

Regarding recentmissile
attackonIranianembassyin
Kabul,hesaidIranisworried
aboutitsneighbor,adding
thatwounds ofterrorism,
warand USaggressionand
killing innocent people of
AfghanistanarethetheUS
legacy forthe MiddleEast.
Yesterday accident was
rocketattackon Kabuland
Iranian embassy was also
targeted but no staff was
seriouslyinjured.
IranholdsenemiesofAfghan
nationresponsible for the
attack, Khatibzadeh said.
Iran condemns terrorism
in any shape or color, he
said,adding thatpeacein
Afghanistan is possible
through holding intra-
Afghantalks, Iranhasalways
supporteditandall groups
and parties should abide

byit.
In response to IRNA
reporter’s question

regarding Mike Pompeo
visit to region and his
anti-Iran remarks, he
said Pompeo’s trip seems
to be aimed at political
fishing not followingup US

administration’spolicies.
Some countries had
considered Trumps term
as an opportunity but it
wasnotachance for them
butawindow forallissues
thatthey created for their
scandal, henoted.
Khatibzadeh  advised
regional states’ rulers
who relied on those who
were expelled from the
White House by American
peopletoreturntoregional
cooperation.

Hedescribed Pompeo’stour
aspainful, sayingwereitnot
forthebetrayal ofsome Arab
rulers, the US Secretary of
Statewouldnothavegoneto
the Occupied Territories, did
notviolate UN resolutions,
and did not whitewash
Israel’sinhumaneacts.
Hedeplored US secretary
of state’s remarks, saying
Palestinian causeisholyand
allshould comply withit.
Elsewhereinhisremarks,
he pointed to Iran defense
cooperationwith Venezuela,
sayinglran’s policy hasnot
been to export arms. Of
course after lifting arms
embargo we have theright
to use it but we will take

advantage of this right
responsively.

Khatibzadeh stressed that
Iran’s behavior toward
other countries will be
responsively meaning that
Iranwillhelp international
peace and stability of that
country.

He noted that there
is surprise that Saudi
Arabia has supported
blacklisting Ansarallah by
USDepartmentofState.
SaudiArabiahasbeenkilling
innocentpeople of Yemen
forseveralyears,according
tohundredsofindependent
international  inquiry,
Saudi Arabia hasbombed
Saudi Arabia with cluster
munitions.
SaudiArabiahasblockaded
Yemen and not only does
notwelcome any attempts
tosolve crisisin Yemenbut
conductsabotageagainstit.
The onlysolutionto Yemeni
crisisistorecognizeintra-
Yemeni talks and letting
international processes
tolead the crisisto correct
path.

Iran proudly stands by the
Yemenipeople,Khatibzadeh
reiterated.

institutions for foiling conspiracies of enemies.
Thefulltextofthe statementisread asfollows,

Today, “Basij” isadriving force for growth, progress,
development and achieving sublime goals of the
EstablishmentoftheIslamicRepublicofIran, inspiringthe
sincereandloyalforces ofthe countryand hasbeenturned
intoasymbol ofrealizingthe slogan of "We Can”.
Basijhasprovenitslegitimacyinall fields, ranging from
productionto services, protection of the countryagainst
enemies’ plotsandill-wishers ofthisnation, presencein
scientific, technical fieldsand access to modernsciences,
etc.

“Basij” was established onNov. 25,1979, at the decision
ofthe greatfounder ofthe Islamic RepublicofIranthelate
Imam Khomeini (RA) who saw the threatsand hostilities
ofill-wishers ofthe Establishment of the Islamic Republic
ofIran.Onthis day, thelate Imam Khomeini (RA) ordered
the formation of Basijand thearmy ofa 20-million people
toconfrontenemies’plots.Since then, Basijwasturnedinto
oneoftheeternal and efficientinstitutions of the Islamic
Revolutionoflran.

While congratulating the Basij Week to the zealous Basiji
Volunteer Forces of the country, the Army of the Islamic
RepublicofIran considers Basij forcesasthe powerfuland
strongarm ofthe Establishmentwho areready to stand
againstsoft-andhardattacksofenemiesundertheauspices
oftheleadership ofthe Leader of the Islamic Revolution
inline with thwartingall conspiracies of enemiesandill-
wishersoftheEstablishment.

FM: Afghanistan deems Tehran-
Kabul tiesimportant

Afghan Foreign Minister said that Tehran and Kabul
friendshipand cooperation hasa special significance for
hiscountry.

Afghan Foreign Minister Mohammad Hanif Atmarwrote
on his Twitter account that his Iranian counterpart
Mohammad Javad Zarifinaphone call has congratulated
himonhisappointmentasforeign minister of Afghanistan.
Heappreciated Foreign Minister Zarif for his efforts to
developrelationsbetween the two countries.
OnNovember21 (yesterday), [ranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarifin a phone call with his Afghan
counterpart Mohammad Hanif Atmar stressed
continuation of cooperationbetween Tehranand Kabul.
Zarif congratulated Atmar onhisappointmentas foreign
ministerof Afghanistanand expressed Iran’sreadiness for
the continuation of cooperation with Afghanistan.
Meanwhile, Atmarunderlined Kabul’s determination for
promotingalloutrelationswith Iran.

visited the occupied
Golan Heights, a
territory the Zionist
regime  captured
from Syria in 1967
in a move that was
not recognized by
the international
community.

Earlier in the day,
Pompeo had visited
theIsraelisettlement
of Psagot in the
illegally occupied
WestBank, becoming
the firsttop diplomat
fromthe UStodoso.
The US secretary
of state is going to
meetwith the crown
prince of Abu Dhabion
Saturday todiscussa
planned multibillion-
dollar arms deal
between the US and
the United Arab
Emirates.

Riyadh Says Supports‘Full
Normalization’ with Israel

The Saudiforeign minister said his country supports the “full
normalization” oftieswith the Israeliregime provided thatits
onlypreconditionismet.

Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, the Saudi Minister of Foreign
Affairs,announced on Saturday that Riyadh supports full
normalization with Israel, butfirst,apermanentand complete
peace agreement should be approved that guarantees the
Palestinianstheir state with dignity.
Hemadetheremarksinavirtualinterview on the sidelines of
the G20 Leaders Summithosted by thekingdom thisyear; Press
TVreported.

In the past few months, Israel has signed US-brokered
normalization dealswiththe UAE, Bahrain,and Sudan,andsome
other countriesinthe Arabworldarealso expected tofollowsuit.
The normalization deals, however, have drawn widespread
condemnationfrom Palestinians,whoseekanindependentstate
inthe occupied West Bankand Gaza Strip, with East]erusalem
al-Qudsasits capital. They say the dealsignore theirrightsand
donotservethe Palestinian cause, callingoutthe UAE, Bahrain,
and Sudan forbetrayingtheir cause.

Untilthisyear, Israelhad only currentformal relations with just
two Arab states - itsneighbors Egyptand Jordan - established
underpeace dealsreached decadesago.

YossiCohen, thedirector ofthe Israelispyagency Mossad, had
saidlastmonthhebelieves Saudi Arabiawillnormalizerelations
withIsrael, butwilldosoafterthe USelection, to capitalize fully
onsuchamovewiththenextpresident.

Inan October meeting with Saudi Foreign Minister Faisal bin
Farhan, US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo urged Saudis to
considernormalizingrelations with Israel.

“We hope Saudi Arabia will consider normalizing its
relationships as well, and we want to thank them for the
assistancethey’vehadinthe success ofthe Abraham Accordsso
far,” Pompeosaid.

He further suggested thatthe move would diminish Iran's
influenceintheregion.

“Theyreflecta changing dynamicintheregion, in which
countriesrightly recognize the need forregional cooperation
tocounter Iranianinfluence and generate prosperity,’ Pompeo
claimed.

Meanwhile, the pro-Israel Saudi Crown Prince, Mohammedbin
Salman (MbS), fears deadlyreprisal from hisownrelativesifhe
joined the United Arab Emirates (UAE), Bahrainand Sudanin

normalizing
ties with Israel, ananti-regime

activistsays.

DissidentSaudiacademic Madawial-Rasheed dismissed as
unfoundedrecentallegations by American-Israelimillionaire,
Haim Saban, thatthereluctance ofthe kingdom’s de factoruler
totakeastep forwardtorecognize the Tel Avivregimewasdueto
hisfearofreactions fromIran, Qataror "hisownpeople."

She highlighted thatnone of those three constituencies are
contemplating an assassination and that the Saudi crown
prince’s nightmare is to getkilled by his royal rivals as his
ambitiousscenarioistoruleasaking.



Rouhani congratulates Lebanese Independence Day
President Hassan Rouhani congratulated Independence Day of Lebanonina
message to his Lebanese counterpartand said that The Islamic Republic of Iran
stands with the nation and the Lebanese Governmentas before.

Inthe message addressed to Michel Aoun, his Lebanese counterpart, President
Rouhani congratulated the governmentand nation of Lebanon and wished them
health and success.Noting Lebanon has endured difficult days over pastyear, the
Presidentin his message added, "Butresistance, brought pride to Lebanon and showed t he

20000 Rials

world that the path of dignity,independence and prosperity of Lebanon during the presidency of
His Excellencyislasting on this country and with the sympathy and support of various political

Monday ,November 23 , 2020,

currents."Iran's Presidentin his message emphasized that the Islamic Republic of Iran is always
interested in expanding and consolidating the relations between the two countries.
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Riyadh Says Iran’s Chabahar

Supports ‘Full
Normalization’
with Israel

Lost Opportunity
in ExportofUncut

Gems

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

A 70-percent discount on
tariffsand lowering the cost
of transit of goods through
Chabahar Port have been
so effective that Chabahar
B loadingand unloadingfigure
hasreachedtotwomilliontons
whileitwas merely 200,000
tonsjustfewyearsago,asenior
portand maritime official said.
o Deputy Head of Iran's Ports
and Maritime Organization
Farhad Montaser-Kouhsari
told that now customers

05:16:16 choose Chabahar Port,
Noon call to prayer: southeasternIran, toshiptheir
1:49:51 importedand exportedgoods,

Evening call to prayer:

17:17:40

WEATHER

aswellasrawmaterial.Noting
thatthe costpriceforeachton
isveryimportantfortraders,
Montaser-Kouhsari said
ifcostsbecome reasonable,
the marketwill be attractive.
He added that the biggest
cost of goods pertains to
transportation, butgenerally
speaking, porttransportation
isone oftheleast expensive
choices.

Iran to augmentoil, gas exports by building
energy complex

TAEA confirms inspectors access toallintended

sitesin Iran

The International Atomic Energy Agency has confirmed the

facilitate the Agency's verification

activitiestoresolve theseissues." 219

Trump Attempt to Stop Certification of
Pennsylvania Election Results Dismissed

Afederaljudgein Pennsylvania on Saturday dismissed alawsuit president'sgrowinglegal challenges.

additional access of the organization's inspectors to the sites

inIran.

Thelatestreportofthe IAEA confirms
the nuclear watchdog’s inspectors had
additional access to all the intended
sites in Iran, emphasizing that the
organizationisindeed continuing to
verify Iran'snuclear activities under the
Safeguards Agreement.

Thereport, published in 40 paragraphs,
confirms the verification of Iran's
nuclearactivities and cooperation with
International Atomic Energy Agency
inspectors.

Despite Iran's extensive cooperation
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency, IAEA Director General Rafael
under pressure from the West called
for greater transparency aboutlIran's
nuclear activities on Wednesday.
Hisremarks came asthe Islamic Republic
of Iran and the International Atomic
Energy Agencyissued ajointstatement
inlate August,atthe end of Rafael Grossi's
two-day visit to Tehran, stating, "Iran
has voluntarily provided access to the
Agency's two designated sites and will

Grossi says the presence of uranium
particlesatanundeclaredlocationin
Iranstill needs to be fully and promptly
clarified by Tehran. Iran’sambassador
totheagency says whileittookthe [AEA
eightmonthstoanalyze samples, Iran has
only had two and a half months to work
onthelatestfindings ofthe agency and
provide clarifications.

Grossi also reported that Iran has
begun feeding uranium gas into a
cascade of more advanced centrifuges
at its underground enrichment
plant at Natanz. The move is part of
measures undertaken by Iran beyond
thelimitations setin the nuclear deal
followingthe USwithdrawalin2018.
TheIAEA chiefsaysthe operation ofthese
moreadvanced centrifuges willnotlead
toasignificantincrease in the volume of
Iran’s enriched uranium, currently 12
times thelimitmentioned inthe nuclear
deal.

Iransaysit’sreadytoreverseall the steps
ithastaken beyond its commitments
when sanctions are lifted and the
Europeansignatoriestothe deal comply
with their commitmentto cooperatein
the economicand nuclear fields with
Tehran.

by the Trump campaign that sought to block the certification

of Pennsylvania's election results. The Trump campaign said

Saturday they plantoappeal.

Citizenship Through
Mother Becomesa
Reality

OnWednesday,Nov. 18,a daughter
ofanIranian motherreceived her
identitybookletattheheadquartersof
Interior Ministry, thefirsttobeissued
fora child born out of a marriage
between an Iranian motherand a
father ofaforeign country, thanksto
theamendmentofthe Citizenship Act
ofthe Civil Code ofthelslamicRepublic
oflranofSept.24,2018.

“So far,atotal of 75,000 individuals
-28,000under 18yearsand 47,000
who are 18 years or older - have
applied for the Iranian identity
booklet. At present, the legal
procedures have been completed
for 10,000 applications,” Mehdi
Mohammadi, director general of
the Bureau for Aliensand Foreign
Immigrants Affairs of Interior
Ministry,said.

“It is about four months that the
processofissuing Iranianidentity
bookletstochildrenbornofmarriages

betweenIranianmothersandforeign
fathershasstarted. The daughter of
anIranianmother,anurse who died
after contracting coronavirus eight
monthsagowhileinservice,anda
doctor father was the firsttoreceive
heridentitybookleton Wednesday.
Theprocesstakesaboutthreemonths
from inquiry to identity check to
securing confirmation letters and
finally theissuance ofidentity booklet
by the National Organization for Civil
RegistrationofIran,”hewasquotedas
sayingby Mehr News Agency.

US District Judge Matthew Brann granted a
request from Pennsylvania Secretary of State
Kathy Boockvar to dismiss the lawsuit that
alleged Republicanshad been unconstitutionally
disadvantagedbecause certain counties permitted
voterstocuretheirmail ballots.

Judge Brann wrote in his order that the plaintiffs
employed "strained legal arguments without
meritand speculativeaccusations, unpledinthe
operativecomplaintand unsupported by evidence.
Inthe United States of America, this cannotjustify
thedisenfranchisementofasinglevoter; letalone
allthevotersofitssixthmostpopulated state.”
President Trump'slawyer, Rudy Giuliani, insisted
Saturday that there "is so much evidence that
in Pennsylvania, Democrats eliminated our
opportunity to present 50 witnessesand other
evidence thatelection officials blatantly ignored
Pennsylvania'slawdenyingindependentreview."
Republican Senator Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania,
who is not running for reelection, issued
astatementafter the decision congratulating
President-electJoe Biden. Toomey called on
Trumptoaccepttheelectionresultsand beginthe
transition process.
"Withtoday'sdecisionbyJudge Matthew Brann,a
longtime conservative Republican whom I know
tobeafairand unbiased jurist, to dismiss the
Trump campaign'slawsuit, President Trump has
exhaustedall plausiblelegal optionsto challenge
theresultofthe presidentialracein Pennsylvania,”
Toomeysaid.

The Trump campaign'sbrieftried torehash claims
thatthe campaignappearedtoabandonearlierthis
week. Thebrieffiled Saturday, whichislittered with
spellingerrors, including the governor'sname,
allegesthatillegal votes were counted and poll
watcherswereunable toaccess vote counting—
allegationsthatthe Trump campaign droppedjust
lastSunday, before Giulianiwas putin charge ofthe

Attorney's for the presidentwrote that certifying
the 2020 presidential election would cause
"irreparableharm” and setthe stage for "Governor
Wolfe," referring to Pennsylvania Governor Tom
Wolf, toappoint Pennsylvania's electors before
December 8, the "safe-harbor” post-election
deadline.

Federallaw says states have until six days before
members of the Electoral College gather in
personto certify election resultsand determine
theirelectors,adate knownas the "safe harbor”
deadline. Republican Senator Marco Rubio of
Floridaintroduced legislation to push back this
deadline back from December 8 to January 1,
givingstatesmoretimetoensurealllegalvotesare
counted, butthe measureis highly unlikely to be
takenup before Election Day.

The Trump campaign further alleged that
Pennsylvania Secretary of State Kathy Boockvar
"engagedinanintentional scheme to countmail
ballots which did not comply with Pennsylvania
lawinordertofavorJosephBiden over President
Donald J. Trump." Giuliani notoriously told
presidingJudge Matthew Brann, of the Middle
DistrictofPennsylvania,justlastweek: "Thisisnot
avoterfraudcase."

Thelawsuit, Trumpv.Boockvar, US District Court
for Middle District of Pennsylvania, seeks toblock
Boockvar from certifying the election by claiming,
thus farwithoutevidence, thatthe campaign was
denied meaningfulaccessto observe and monitor
theelectoral processthroughits pollwatchers.
Thecampaignestimatesmorethan 680,000ballots
were processed in two Pennsylvania counties,
Alleghenyand Philadelphia, "whenno observation
wasallowed." Anamended complaint from the
Trump campaign filed on November 15 alleged
disparate treatment of mail-in voters among
different counties, butdropped claimsitwas
denied accessto observe.Giulianimade baseless
allegationsaboutmail-invoting duringahearing
on Tuesday, claiming "widespread, nationwide
voterfraud,ofwhichthisisapart."MarkAronchick,
whoargued on behalf of some county election
boards,lambasted Giuliani, callinghisarguments
"disgraceful."
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