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Official highlights Sistan
and Baluchestan's great
capacities for producers

Sistan and Baluchestan Province in
southeastern Iran has a high capacity for
both exportand productionasitenjoyslong
borderlines and crossings with two neighboring
countries. The strategic Chabahar Portisalso
located in south ofthe province.

Sistan and Baluchestanisheaven for producers,
provincial deputy governor generalin economic
affairs Mandana Zangeneh said in a local
meetinghere on Tuesday:.

As the official stated, various industrial
complexesinthe province offer great capacities
tothose whoareinterestedinthe development
of the province by promoting exports to
Afghanistan and Pakistan.

The move will promote national non-oil exports
aswell, she stressed.

Producerswho are after the bestway to facilitate
the process of exports of their products can
do it with the minimum cost in Sistan and
Baluchestan, the officialadded.

Using Zahedan-Quettarailroad (from Sistan
and Baluchestan to Pakistan), they canreduce
expensesasitshortens distance from export
destinations, she noted.

She wenton to say that during the first six
months of the [ranian calendar year (started
on March 20,2020), the worth of exports from
Sistan-Baluchestan province to neighboring
countries of Pakistan and Afghanistan touched
401 and 376 milliondollarsrespectively.
Asshesaid, the number shows both provincial
capabilities to export and neighbors’
willingnesstoimport.

Havingjointborders with two neighboring
countries of Afghanistan and Pakistan,
Chabahar in Sistan-Baluchestan can be
aroute to join Indian Ocean and Africa to
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS),
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani once said.
Alsoin September, Zangeneh said due to its
great capacities, the province attracts giant
commercial shipstodockatits ports which
injecthigh volume oftransitinto the province's
roads.

Sistan and Baluchestan Provinceis one of the
regionsand provinces with the highestsoiland
water borders. The historical background of
this provinceintrade exchangesand beingon
the mostsignificanttrade route of the old world
(SilkRoad) aswell as ethnic, cultural, and social
relations ofborderresidents withneighboring
countries of this vast province has always put
our countryinan especial exportposition.

The special geographicallocation of Sistanand
Baluchestan Province along with the existence
of Shahid Beheshtiand Shahid Kalantariportsin
Chabaharasthe only oceanicportinIranwhich
hasmadethe exportfields ofthis province more
prominent.

The existence of markets and border crossingsis
anotheradvantage ofthis province for exporting
non-oil products.

Pakistan, Afghanistan, the Persian Gulf
countries, and even Turkey are the most
importanthosts of Sistan and Baluchestan
exportproductsinthe commercial arena.
Sistan and Baluchestan has a high capacity
for progress, especially in the field of exports
because ofits neighborhood with Pakistan
and Afghanistan, as well as the existence of
Shahid Beheshtiand Shahid Kalantari portsin
Chabahar.
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Passenger cars manufacturing increases

%20

Manufacturingofpassengercarsinlranhasincreased

20.4 percentduringthe firstseven months of the

currentlraniancalendaryear (March-200ctober21),

compared tothe sameperiod oftimein the pastyear,

accordingtothedatareleased by Industry,Mining,and

TradeMinistry.

=

indicatethat478,800
ISFAHAN passenger cars have
beenmanufacturedin
N E w s the country duringthe

NEWS

The ministry’s data

seven-month period.
Iranian carmakers
havealsomanufactured 46,797
vans during the first seven
months of the present year,
whichwas22.7 percenthigher
than the figure for the same
timespanofthepastyear.
According to the ministry’s
data,996busesand minibusses

manufactured

have been alsomanufactured

inthe mentioned time span,
indicatinganinepercentdrop,
while 11,273 tractors have

19).

been manufactured, showing

Khodro Company (IKCO),
SAIPA Group,and ParsKhodro,

vehiclesduringthepastIranian
calendaryear (ended onMarch

During the previous year,

4.6percentgrowth. vehicles, ofwhich 35,953 were
Three  major Iranian producedin the last month
carmakers, namely Iran Esfand (February20-March

19).
863,263

duringthelastmonth.

Pars Khodro manufactured
106,072 cars during the past

[KCO manufactured 393,812

Production by SAIPA stood
at363,379,0fwhich 23,696
vehicles were manufactured

year. Production in Esfand
reached9,300vehicles.

Iran has been following a
program for supporting

domestic manufacturing of

auto parts since due to the
U.S.sanctions the country’s
automakers havebeen facing

some problemsin supplying

their needed parts and
equipment.

Agro Exports Rise
13%YOYto$3.1
Billion

A total of 4.5 million tons of
agricultural products worth $3.1
billion were exported from Iran
duringthefirstsevenmonthsofthe
currentfiscalyear.
Thenumbersindicatea26% and

13.86%growthintermsoftonnage
andvaluerespectively compared
with the same period oflast year,
Exim News quoted Mehrdad
Jamal Orounagqj, the deputy head
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration,assaying.
Iran exported 7.1 million tons of
agricultural and food products
worth $5.82 billioninthelastfiscal
yearthatended onMarch 19,2020,

toregistera2.34%riseintonnage
and an 8.93% decline in value
compared to the year before, the
Agriculture Ministry reported.In-
shell pistachio (freshand dried)
toppedthelistofexportsinterms
ofvalue, as the country exported
$724.2 millionworth of the crop
duringthe period.

Apple was the second major
exported agricultural productin

termsofvaluewith $362.27 million
followed by tomatoeswith $259.21
million, unshelled pistachios with
$240.58 million and watermelon
with $175.97 million.In term of
tonnage, watermelonstopped the
listwith 748,090 tons, followed by
appleswith 740,220 tons, tomatoes
with 572,940 tons, potatoes with
480,440 tons, and onions and
Persianshallotwith 394,990 tons.

Oil market
deficit next

year; TASS

reported

The extension of the OPEC+
production cut deal by three
to six months will swing the
oil marketinto a deficit next
year, TASS reported, citing
documents produced by the
joint ministerial committee
thatmonitorsthe deal.
According to the documents,
the extended oil cartel is
considering four possible
scenarios for 2021. Two of

thesearebased on following
the initial arrangements,
includinga furtherrelaxation
of cuts from 7.7 million bpd to
5.8 millionbpd fromJanuary.

Under these two scenarios,
the drawdown in global oil
stockpiles will continue, but
the total will remain well
above the five-year average.
Inthe milder pandemic effect
scenario, oil inventories
will be 125 million barrels
higher in 2021 than the
five-year average, and in
the more severe pandemic
effect scenario, these will be
470 million higher than the
five-year average. This will

translate into an excess supply
of 1.9 millionbpd.
Yet under the tougher

production  restrictions
scenarios, the drawdown
will be more significant: if
the cuts deal is extended by
three months, until the end of
March, global inventories will
only end up being 73 million
barrels higher than the five-
year average by the end of
2021.1fthe cutsare extended
until the end of June, the total
supply will be just 21 million
barrels higher than the five-
year average. These figures
translate into a daily supply
deficitofbetween 900,000 bpd

and 1.4 million bpd.

OPEC+’s meeting from
yesterday ended with overall
support for extending the
production cuts by three
months, although some
members have appeared
willingtoresorttoevendeeper
cuts from January to restore
balance on oil markets.

The ministerial committee is
meetingagaintoday to discuss
the four scenarios as oil
producers continueto struggle
with persistently low oil
prices despite the currentcuts
and despite recent positive
updates from the coronavirus
vaccine front.
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Tehran province
exports some
$40mof
handicrafts in six

months

Some $40 million worth

of handicrafts have been
exported from Tehran
province over the first

halfofthe currentIranian
calendaryear (started on

March 21), according to
the deputy head of Tehran

Province Department,
the Cultural Heritage,
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Parvaneh Heydari told
IRNA on Wednesday that
Europe and neighboring
countries were the main
destinations for Iranian
handicrafts over the six-
month period.

She said that precious
metals comprised the
biggest share of Tehran
handicrafts exportsduring
the mentioned period
whichamounted to some
$31 million.

Official statistics suggest
that Iran exported some
$73 million of handicrafts
lastyear.
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What's News

Iranimports
down21%iny

months: Dep.
Deputy Ministry
of Industry, Mine
and Trade for
Industrial Affairs
said that country
registereda21%
drop in imports
in the first seven
months of the
current year in
terms of value as
compared to the
same period oflast
year.

Speaking in the
17th session of
Representatives
Board of Tehran
Chamber of
Commerce,
Industries, Mines
and Agriculture
(TCCIMA) on Tue.,
Mehdi Sadeghi
Niyaraki stated
thatlIran’simport
of products
witnessed a 2.8
and 21 percent
decline from
March 21 to Oct.
22 in terms of
volume and value

respectively.
Turning to the
imports and

exportsituation,
headded, “Imports
decline both in
terms of volume
andvalueindicates
thatproductswith
high-added value
have less been
importedinto the
country in this
period.”He went
on to say that 65
million tons of
products,valued at
$18.2 billion, were
exported from
the countryin the
firstseven months
of the current
year (from March
21 to Oct. 22),
showing a 17.6
percentdeclinein
terms of volume
as compared to
the last year’s
corresponding
period.Iran’s
export volume
of products
registered a
1.7foldincreasein
thelranianmonths
of Mehr (from
Sept.21toOct.22),

showingthatapart
ofexportsdeclines,
caused by the
adverse effects of
coronavirus global
pandemic, will be
compensated in
coming months,
Deputy Ministry of
Industry, Mineand
Trade stipulated.
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Afghanistan
hails Iran’s
sincere, amicable

support

Acting Foreign
Minister of Afghanistan
appreciated sincere
and friendly supportof
IslamicRepublicoflran
to thgovernmentand
peopleof Afghanistanin
variousfields, especially
Tehran's efforts to
support the peace
process.

Mohammad Ebrahim
Taherianfard, the
specialrepresentative
oftheIranian foreign
minister metand held
talk with the Acting
Foreign Minister
of Afghanistan
Mohammad Haneef
AtmarinKabulon Wed.
During the meeting,
Taherianfard pointed
to the support of the
Islamic Republic of
Iran for peace talksin
Afghanistanand efforts
ofthis countryto create
aregional and global
consensusinsupportof
thisprocessand called
the supportofregional
and world countries
for the current peace
talks ‘important and
fundamental’.
Emphasizingthe need
to establisharegional
consensus on the
Afghan peace process,
he termed supporting
the peace process in
various regional and
international structures
‘important’.

Acting Foreign
Minister of Afghanistan
Mohammad Haneef
Atmar, for his part,
appreciated the
sincere and fraternal
supportoftheIslamic
Republic of Iran to
the government and
peopleof Afghanistanin
variousfields, especially
Tehran's efforts to
support the peace
processin Afghanistan
andstrengthenregional
and global consensus.
The two sides also
expressed theirviews
onthesuccessofpeace
talksandIran’skeyrole
inthisregard.
Strengtheningbilateral
cooperation especially
holding of a joint
economic commission
between the two
countries,  signing
of a comprehensive
document on
cooperation between
the two countriesand
opening Khaf-Herat
railway was of the
othertopicsdiscussed
between Taherianfard
and Atmar.

=

Situation in Iran to Improve
without US Talks: President

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani expressed optimism about
improving conditions in the country, dismissing the idea of
negotiations with the US.

Addressinga cabinetsession on Wednesday, Rouhani said his
administration has the feeling that the situation in Iran will
improvein future.

“When we say the situation willimprove, some may think thatwe
meannegotiationswith the US.No, that'snottrue,” the president
added.

Henoted thatthe new US administration is expected torespect

nation.

the rules, saying the atmosphere of threat created by the
rogue administration of Donald Trump would shift towards
opportunities.
Highlighting Iran’s success in inflicting defeats on the US
governmentinthe political and legal arenasin the pastthree
years, Rouhani said Washington’s economic plots to create
famine in Iran and upsetthe country’s domestic security with
theuse of sanctions havealso ended in failure.

The presidentalsoreiterated thatthe next USadministration
hasno optionbuttoreturntolawand surrender to the Iranian

“Everybody, from (US) Democrats to Republicans, have realized
the factthatthe US’ maximum pressure on Iran has failed,” the
presidentconcluded.

Earlier this month, Rouhani
said hisadministration has
already made its economic
decisions
of the result of the US
presidential election.
[ranian
say the new American
administration
compensate the
Republic for the losses that its
predecessorhasinflicted on the Iranian

people before being allowed to rejoin the 2015

irrespective

authorities

must
Islamic

nucleardeal.

Z.arifsays Biden can lift sanctions if thereis

awill

Statingthattheliftingof sanctionsandIran'sreturnto
itscommitments willnottake time, Foreign Minister

Zarif said that Biden can lift sanctions with three

executive orders.

"By pulling
Washington outof
theJCPOA, Trump
solely failed to

N E w s benefit from the

NEWS deal. Thiswas the
S istake Trump
and his associates made. If
Bidenseekstoreturntothe
JCPOA, hewillhaveto fulfilUS
commitmentsunderthedeal
and liftthe sanctions," Zarif
saidinanexclusiveinterview
with Iran Daily Newspaper
published on Wednesday.
Joe Biden was elected the
46th Presidentofthe United
States with 290 Electoral
College votes againstonly
214Electoral Collegevotes of
Donald Trump, while Kamala
Harriswaselected asthefirst
woman Vice President.
The full text of Zarif's
interviewisasfollows:
How do you assess
the result of the US

&%p’u

course of his presidential
election campaign, Biden
had promised to return
to many international
agreements and treaties
Trump had abandoned
during his term in office.
Whatsignificantdifference
doyouseebetweenthesetwo
politicians?

Wehavetoacceptthereality
that Trump’s defeat was
not a consequence of his
administration’s foreign
policy. He failed to secure

presidential election and
the developments thathave
unfolded aftertherace?

The post-election
developments as well as
the anticipated tensionin
the country are still taking
placeand continuing. Unlike
previous presidential
electionsinthe US, thisone
isnotsuggestive ofasmooth
and peaceful transition of
power. This characteristic
hasbeenandstillis, partof
Trump’s personality. He is
readytostraineverynerveto
stayinpower.

areelectionwin due to the
USinternalissues, suchas
economicproblemsand the
rapid coronavirus spread.
This comes as Trump hasa
law-defying character and
has abused his power on
several occasions,whichare
two other reasons for his
defeat.

Trump’s highly dangerous
foreign policy did notplay a
significantrolein his failure
tosecure enough votes fora
second term,whichcanbean
alarmto the entire world as
theinternational community

isrequired to realize that
the American society has
shownaninclination toward
radicalism. The second
pointisthat Trump’s foreign
policy has been among
the most unsuccessful
ones in the history of the
US. Asapowerful state, US
behaviourand bullyinghave
forced other countriesinto
acquiescingtoits demands.

On Tuesday, The New York
Times published a report
sayingthat Trump had even
aplantoattackIrantonotch
upvictoryintheelection. All
the measures and policies
Trump adopted after hiswin
inNovember 2016 election,
had beendesigned inaway
toguaranteehisreelection.

Priorto hisvictory, during
his stump speechesoverthe

Iranto Saudi: Stop Blame Game,
Cooperate withIAEA over Non-
Transparent Nuke Program

[ran’s permanentrepresentative to international organizationsin
Vienna condemned recent remarks by Saudi Minister of State Adel
al-Jubeir, saying that Riyadh should stop itsblame game and instead
cooperatewiththe [AEA overitsnon-transparentnuclear program.
Intwotweets posted late on Tuesday, Kazem Gharibabadiresponded
torecentanti-Iranian remarksby Saudi Arabia’s Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Adelal-Jubeir, whotold the DPAnewsagencyinarecent
interviewthatthekingdom “reservestheright”toarmitselfwithnuclear
weaponsifiran cannotbe stopped frommakingone.

“Scapegoatingand fearmongeringaretwocommonand classicmethods
usedbydemagogues!” Gharibabadiwrote.

“Ifyouwantto pursueanuclear weapon program, or youare seeking
foran excuse tojustify yourlack of cooperation with the IAEA or your

possible.”

materials.

Washingtonhasadopted the
same approach, particularly,
overthepastfewyears.
Naturally, during Biden's
term in office, the US and
Europe would have amore
rational relationship with
each other. The US would
adopt less unilateral
approachesalthoughithas
never completelyabandoned
such policies. The extent of
Biden's success or failure
ontheinternational scene
would depend on his efforts
to adapt himself and the
US with the transition of
power in the world from
the Westto the East, aglobal
developmentthe unfolding
ofwhichhasbeen expedited
by the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Any
attemptaimedatpreventing
such a power transition
will be doomed to failure, a
resultachieved by Biden’s
predecessors.

Prior to theannouncement
ofthe electionresult, Biden
had pledged to return
to the JCPOA. He has not
conditioned thisreturnon
any specific move by Iran.
How do you assess this
pledge?

Allow me to mention a
few points. First, Trump’s
policy of withdrawal from
the JCPOA and “maximum
pressure” campaign against
Iran resulted in a failure.
This doesnotmean thatwe
benefited from the policy. It

outdated safeguard system, atleasthave the courage toadmititand
paythe priceforit, don'tblame yourwrongdoings onothersbylies,”he
added,accordingto Press TV.Riyadh’snuclearambitionshavebecomea
sourceofheightened concernfortheglobal communityinrecentyears,
especiallyafter Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman firsthinted
in2018thatthekingdommaygofornukes.
Duringatriptothe USinmid-March 2018, the heirto the Saudithrone
saidiflran developsanuclearbomb, “we will follow suitas soon as

Thekingdom hasso far keptits nuclearactivities secret, defying calls
forittoimplementthe [AEA's Comprehensive Safeguards Agreements,
asystem ofinspectionand verification ofthe peaceful uses of nuclear

Reportsabout Saudi Arabia’s undeclared nuclear activities were
confirmed earlier this year by satellite images, which showed alarge
compoundinasuspiciouslocationintheheartofthedesert.

CitingWesternofficials, The Wall StreetJournal reportedinearly August
thatSaudi Arabia, with Chinese help, hasbuiltafacility for extraction of

p—— -
implies that Trump failed to
achieve the desired result.
We faced great pressure
as a consequence of such
a strategy. Although we
defeated the US,the domestic
economy suffered losses
under Trump’s sanctions.
However, the realityis that
the US policy ended in a
failure and its continuation
will be doomed to more
failures.

Second, the US has two
positions. It is a member
of both the JCPOA and the
United Nations. Although
Trump pulled the US out
of the JCPOA, he did not
withdraw the country from
the UN. Whether under
Biden or Trump, the US
mustremain committed to
Article 25 ofthe UN Charter,
mandating the member
states toacceptand carry
outthe decisions ofthe UN
Security Council. Thus,asa
UNmemberandapermanent
member ofthe UN Security
Council, the US cannotsaythe
Resolution2231—a]july 20,
2015resolution endorsing
the JCPOA on the peaceful
nuclear program ofIran —is
illegal. By pullingWashington
out of the JCPOA, Trump
solely failed to benefit from
thedeal. Thiswasthemistake
Trump and his associates
made.IfBidenseekstoreturn
tothe]CPOA, hewill haveto
fulfilUS commitmentsunder
thedeal andliftthesanctions.

NEWS

ITran confirms feeding UF6 gas
into IR2m centrifuges

Iran’s Permanent Ambassador to Vienna-based
International Organizations confirmed feeding UF6 gas
intotheadvanced IR-2muranium-enriching centrifuges.
Inatweeton Wednesday, Kazem Gharibabadiwrote,"The
Director-General of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) released ahalf-page reportyesterday,
announcingthaton 14 November2020,IAEAinspectors
haveverified thatIranbegan feedingUF6intothe cascade
of 174 1R-2m centrifuges atthe Fuel EnrichmentPlant
(FEP)in Natanz."Earlier, Reuters quoted the agency as
sayingthatIranhasbegun feeding UF6intotheadvanced
IR-2m uranium-enriching centrifuges installed at
Natanz.“On 14 November 2020, the Agency verified
thatIranbegan feeding UF6into therecentlyinstalled
cascadeof174IR-2mcentrifugesatthe Fuel Enrichment
Plant (FEP) in Natanz,” the International Atomic Energy
Agency reportto member states dated Tuesday said,
Reutersreported.AEAsaidinanearlierreportreleased
Wednesday thatIran had installed the first cascade of
advanced IR-2m centrifugesatthe Natanznuclear facility
buthadnotyetfed uranium.

No Contact with New US Admin:

Iranian Official

Iranisnotin contact with the administration of US
President-elect]oe Bidenandhasthereforenoideaabout
itsdecisions, the chiefof staffofthe Iranian presidentsaid.
Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of a cabinet
session on Wednesday, Mahmoud Vaezi said Iran has
hadno contactwith the new US administration, which
will take office in two months, and so Tehran has no
ideawhatdecisions the Americansare going to make.
However,headded, Bidenand hisvice president Kamala
Harrishave said the USwould rejointhe 2015 nuclear
deal to contribute to world peace.“Butthe JCPOAisa
comprehensive agreementsigned by all parties, and if
they (Americans) donotreturntotheircommitments, we
won'tbeabletohonor our commitmentseither. Sothey
(US) must first fulfill their commitments,” Vaezinoted.
Lastweek, the spokesperson forthe [ranian government
reminded the nextUSadministration thatthefirstthing
itneedsto doto correct Washington’swrongpoliciesis
unconditional commitmenttothe 2015nucleardeal, from
whichthe currentUS president, Donald Trump, withdrew
in2018.

Iran, Russia hold talks on fight
againstterrorism

Islamic Republic of Iran and Russian Federation held
talkon Tue.inthe fightagainstterrorismandaseries of
relevantissues.Iranian Ambassadorto Russian Federation
Kazem Jalali and Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Oleg Vladimirovich Syromolotovdiscussed about the
importantissuesincludingbilateral cooperationin
the fightagainstterrorism and extremism as well as
smugglingofnarcoticdrugs.Also, thetwosidesexchanged
their views on the scientificaspects of cooperation
betweenIranand Russiaintheinternationalarena.The
IslamicRepublicoflranand the Russian Federation have
widespread cooperationin the fightagainstterrorism
sothathigh-ranking officials of the two countries are
consultingwith eachotherregularlyinthisregard.

yellowcake
fromuranium ore near the remote

townofal-Ula.

The New York Times also said Americanintelligence agencies had
spottedwhatappeared tobeanundeclarednuclearsitenottoo far from
thetownofal-Uyaynah, located 30 kilometersnorthwestofRiyadh,and
itsSolar Village.




Speaker: Reinforcing domestic power effective to
change US approach

[ranian ParliamentSpeaker Mohammad Bager Qalibafsaid on Wednesday thatwithout
reinforcing domestic power; the USwillnotchangeitsapproach.Qalibafemphasized
theimportance of capital market, sayingitis no comparable with other marketssincewe
cansavethe countryfrombeingbank-orientedand compensatelack of foreigninvestment
inIran'seconomy.He described the USasmainenemy of Iran, sayingas Supreme Leader ofthe
[slamicRevolutionhad stressed the onlywaytofightenemyisbyworking.He noted thatthe capitalmarketisclear

20000 Rials

andshouldnotbe subjecttobureaucracy.Elsewhereinhisremarks, Qalibafreferredtorecentelectionsinthe US
andthenewpresident'sapproachtoward Iran, sayingthe USapproach toward Iran will notcertainly change.

Thursday ,November 19, 2020,

Inorderto change USapproach, we should focus onbolsteringdomesticpower. He did notelaborate.
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d said in a meeting with
producers the Greek Ambassador

. . o in  Tehran  Dimitri
Oilmarketdeficit Alexandrakisthatwhenthe
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coronavirus has affected
international community,
o the US medical and
economicsanctions have
putlranianshealthatrisk.
Jeddi complained thatthe
international community

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

05:13:11 haskeptsilentand madeno
Noon call to prayer: directand explicitreaction
11:48:49 to the US horrific crimes
Peanmekliotarer: against Iranians.He said

YT T that the the US terrorist
17:19:02

attack to assassinate
Lieutenant-General Qasem
Soleimaniand disrupting
security in the Middle
Eastare clearinstances of
violation ofIraniannational
sovereignty, the Charter
ofthe United Nationsand
internationallaw.
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Ziarifsays Biden can lift sanctions
ifthereisawill

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Rejects Complaints
about Philadelphia Election Observations

The Pennsylvania Supreme Courtruled 2-5 on Tuesday that

observers’ rights to watch ballot counting was sufficientin

Philadelphia, rejecting a claim from US President Donald

Trump’s campaign that poll observers didn’t get “meaningful

access.”

The Trump campaign argued that observers
were stationed too far away to actually see
the process of counting votes, and alower
courtinitiallyagreed with them, orderingthat
theybeallowed closer to the process. The US
state Supreme Court, which had previously
rejected other Republicanarguments, vacated
thatlower courtorder on Tuesday, Politico
reported.

“We conclude the Board did notact contrary
tolawin fashioningitsregulations governing
the positioning of candidate representatives
during the precanvassing and canvassing
process, as the Election Code does not
specify minimum distance parameters for
thelocation of such representatives,” the
courtwrote inits majority order. “Critically,
we find the Board’s regulations as applied
herein werereasonable in thattheyallowed
candidate representatives to observe the
Board conductingitsactivities as prescribed
undertheElection Code.”

The Trump campaign called the ruling
“inexplicable” and signaled the legal battle
wasn’tover.

"Thisrulingis contrary to the clear purpose of
thelaw,” Jenna Ellis, a campaign seniorlegal
adviser, said inastatement. “The lower court
rightly recognized thattheintentand purpose
ofthe Pennsylvanialaw is to allow election
watchers fromboth parties toactually see the
ballots close enough toinspectthem,and thus
preventpartisanballot countingin secret.”
“It'sinexplicable that five justices on the
Pennsylvania Supreme Courtwould conclude
thatwatchers observing from distances up to
100 feetawayisreasonable,” Ellisadded. “We
arekeepingalllegal options open to fight for
electionintegrity and the rule oflaw."

Word of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court

decision came just as a federal judge in
Williamsport, Pa., was suspending a key
hearing on a separate Trump campaign
electionlawsuitbecause of a problem with
phonelinessetuptolistento the session. In
thathearing, Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy
Giuliani, who took the helm of the Trump
legal team personally, argued that the state’s
electiontallies should be tossed entirely.
Giulianireacted to the decision by sayingit
underscored why federal courtintervention
wasneeded.

“I'think the (Pennsylvania) Supreme Court
has created anew equal protection claim,”
Giulianisaid,incomments heard onavideo
feedtoanearby pressroom. “They essentially
ruled presenceis enough, youdon’thave to
seethem. ... While we’re sitting here anew
equal protection claimemerged.”
Giulianisaid thatall 50 states have some
provision for election observers and that
the Pennsylvania court was disadvantaging
the state’s voters by essentially gutting the
requirement.

Butadissentingopinioninthe state Supreme
Courtcaserejected anargumentthateven
if observers could not meaningfully watch
the process,itdidn’t meanballots should be
disqualified.

“Short of demonstrated fraud, the notion
that presumptively valid ballots cast
by the Pennsylvania electorate would be
disregarded based onisolated procedural
irregularities thathave beenredressed —
thus disenfranchising potentially thousands
of voters — is misguided,” Chief Justice
Thomas G. Saylor wrote in his dissent, which
wasjoined by one otherjustice.

Trump himselfhas used the fight over the
observation processin Pennsylvaniaand
elsewhere to falsely inflate a narrative of
massive electoral fraud. “They wouldn’tlet
our Poll Watchersand Observers into the
Counting Rooms,” he tweeted on Saturday.
“Wewinonthatalone!”

Instead, much ofthelegal effort from Trump
and Republicanallies has come up empty-
handed.

US President Donald Trump on Tuesday fired top cybersecurity

official Chris Krebsinamessage on Twitter,accusing him without

evidence of makinga "highlyinaccurate” statementaffirming the

Nov. 3 election was secure and rejecting claims of fraud.

Trump has made debunked allegations that
the electionwas "rigged" and hasrefused to
concededefeatto US President-elect]oe Biden.
His campaign hasfiled aflurry of lawsuitsin
battlegroundstates,althoughelection officials
inbothpartieshavesaid theyseenoevidence of
seriousirregularities.

Krebs'workin protecting the election from
hackersand combatingdisinformationabout
the vote won praise fromlawmakers ofboth
partiesas well as state and election officials
around the country. Buthe drew theire of
Trumpand hisallies, who wereirked over his
refusal to supportallegations of election
meddling.
ReutersreportedlastweekthatKrebshadtold
associatesheexpectedtobefired.

Trumpsaid on Twitter that Krebshad assured
peopleina "highlyinaccurate” statementthat
theelectionhadbeen secure whentherewere
"massiveimproprietiesand fraud - including
dead peoplevoting, Poll Watchersnotallowed
into pollinglocations,” and voting machine
errorsthatflipped votes from Trumpto Biden.
Dozensofelectionsecurity expertson Monday
released aletter saying claims of majorhacks
wereunsubstantiated andabsurd ontheirface.
Twitter slapped warninglabels on Trump's
posts,noting: "This claimaboutelection fraud
isdisputed.”

Krebsheaded the Departmentof Homeland
Security's Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA) fromitsinceptiontwo
yearsago.Heangered the White House overa
websiterunby CISAdubbed "Rumor Control,"
which debunks misinformationaboutthe
election,accordingtothethreepeoplefamiliar
withthe matter.A CISA spokespersonsaid the
agencyhadnocomment.
Krebswasnotgivennotice of Trump's planto

Trump Fires Top US Election Cybersecurity
Official Who Defended Vote

fire him, accordingto a person familiar with
thematter,andlearned ofthe decision through
Twitter.

Matthew Travis,Krebs' deputyand thenumber
twoattheagency,resigned on Tuesdaynight.
CISA Executive Director Brandon Wales s
expected to take over for Krebs as theacting
head ofthe agency on Wednesday, an agency
official told Reuters on condition ofanonymity.
Waleshasservedinmultiple positions within
the DHSunderthe Trump administrationand
isnotseenasapartisan figure, said aformer
colleague.

The Reutersreportlastweek prompted an
outpouring of supportfrom security experts
across the country,who praised Krebs for his
bipartisanworkinthe pasttwoyears.

White House displeasure with Krebs grew
over the pastyear, according to two former
officials, as Trump criticized the security of
mail-invotingand Krebs'agency countered
by sayingitrepresented a secure way to vote.
Mail-in ballotingreached arecord high this
yearbecause of concernsaboutthe coronavirus
pandemic.

Onhisown Twitteraccount, Krebsdid notback
down, writing: "Honored to serve. We did it
right. Defend Today, Secure Tomorrow."
White House officials had previously
complained about CISA contentthatpushed
backagainstfalse claims aboutthe election,
includingthatDemocratswerebehind amass
electionfraud scheme. CISAofficialsdeclined to
deleteaccurateinformation.
Amongotherthings, one associate of Krebs
said the White House was angry aboutapost
rejecting a conspiracy theory that falsely
claimedanintelligence agency supercomputer
and program, purportedly named Hammer
and Scorecard, could have flipped votes
nationally. No such system exists, according
toKrebs, election security expertsand former
USofficials.

A spokesman for President-elect]Joe Biden
said: "Chris Krebs should be commended for
hisserviceinprotectingourelections, notfired
fortellingthe truth."
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