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NEWS

EAEU Can Save
Members from
Globalization Fallout:
Iranian Minister

Iranian Energy Minister Reza Ardakanian said
the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) has the
potential to protect its member states and
trade partners against the adverse effects of
globalization.

In a video message to the “international
conference ofthe EAEU and the geopolitical role
of free trade zones inregional development”,
Ardakanian said if the Eurasian Economic
Union broadens its function, it will be able to
shield its members and trade partners from the
adverse effects of globalization and help themin
international competitions.

TheIranian minister said thatcloser cooperation
with the Eurasian Economic Union, stronger
economicinteractionand increased trade could
even preventinsecurityintheregion.

The EAEU can provide a new framework for
regional cooperationin Eurasia, headded.
Ardakanianalso highlighted Iran’s special place
intheregionandits perfecttransportation and
transit capacities, saying the Islamic Republic
can play a significant role in strengthening
cooperationwithinthe EAEU.

InJune 2019, the [ranian parliamentratified an
agreementthatallowstheadministrationtojoina
freetradezone with the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) countries.

The agreement, signed in Kazakhstan in May
2018, sets the main rules of trade between
the EAEU, Iran and those of the World Trade
Organization (WTO), of which Iran is not a
member.

The free trade zoneis planned to be in effect for
fouryears,under which the EAEUwill grantIran
tariff concessions onmore than 500 items.

The Eurasian Economic Unionincludes Armenia,
Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Russia.
Iranand EAEU members started to develop the
agreementonthe freetradein 2015, though the
signingwas postponed several times.

Iran, Serbiadiscuss
expansion of trade ties

Iranian and Serbian officials explored the avenues
forbroadening mutual trade cooperation.

In a meeting held in Belgrade on Monday,
Serbian Minister of Trade, Tourism and
Telecommunications Tatjana Maticand Iran's
ambassador to the country, Hassan Rashidpour,
underlined the need for promoting commercial
collaboration.

Rashidpour expressed Iran’s strong will for
cooperation with Serbia, noting that Iran is
willing to discuss the abolition of visas, and
the establishmentofdirect flights between the
two capitals."We have always attached special
importance to Serbiain the Balkanregion," he
said, notingthatthe two countries' capacities can
beusedtodevelop cooperation.

Matic, for her part, also highlighted the need
for formingajoint payment system, whichis
key to continuing cooperation between the two
countries.

He also stressed thatthe free trade agreements
should be discussed in future joint commission
sessions.

"We are seeking to develop trade and tourism
cooperation with Iran, and we hope mutual
cooperation would increase once the problem of
coronavirus willberemoved," she said.
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FAO kickstarts projectonimprovement of Iranian

agro-rural capacities for disaster risk management

The Foodand Agriculture Organizationofthe United

Nations (FAO), in collaboration with Ministry of

Agriculture]Jahad (MA]),startedimplementationofa

Technical CooperationProgrammeprojecttoenhance

resilienceofIranianrural communitiesandagricultural

systemsand contributetopreventionand mitigationof

theeffectsofextremeclimaticevents.

&4/@;1
ISFAHAN

According to Food
and  Agriculture
Organization (FAO)
in Tehran, funded by
FAO, the project is

and capacities of Iranian
stakeholders for soil and
water managementin four
target provinces: Golestan,
Khuzestan, Lorestan, and
Sistan and Baluchestan.
The Organizationlendsits
expertisetothelranianparties
to strengthen the national
disaster risk management
systemsand mechanisms.

In a message, a copy of
whichwasalsosentto IRNA
English desk, inthisregard,
FAO organized aninception
workshop, bringingtogether
differentstakeholdersofthe
project, including experts
fromthe MA] Department of
Waterand Soil; the Ministry of
Energy; Iran Meteorological

Organization; Forests,
Rangeland and Watershed
Management Organization;
MAJ’s Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction; the Agricultural
Research, Education and
Extension Organization
(AREEO); provincial officials
and local communities,
to establish an operational
national agriculture
monitoring system to take
necessary steps for the
implementation ofthe project.
Participants discussed the
project's implementation
requirementsand challenges,
and the progress made so far
intheinception phase. The
experts also examined the
shared inputs for provincial-

level strategies for climate-
resilient soil and water
managementanddisasterrisk
management.Mentioningthe
extensive damages caused by
the2019floodstothe country,
FAQ’s Representativeto Iran,
Mr Gerold Bodeker, in his
openingremarksatthe event
emphasised that “the project
strengthens stakeholders’
capacities in climate-risk
informed soil and water
management, flood-risk
management systems and
mechanisms, and waterand
soilresourcesrehabilitation
measures to address and
mitigate the damages and
lossestotheagriculturesector
causedbyfloods.”

Mr Bodeker added, “all
theseactivitiesareaimedat
reducingrisksand enhancing
theresilience of stakeholders,
enabling them to cope with
future extreme events and
consequently improving
food and nutrition security
offlood-affected agricultural
communities in the target
provinces.”Promoting the
establishment of enabling
policies for climate change
action, FAO provides support
to strengthen member-
country capacities to plan,
implement, and report on
climate change adaptation
and mitigationand build the
resilience of the agriculture
sector.

Roads min.:

Relations, held in Bandar

minister highlighted.

freeway networkis underway

Developing
transport, trade
capacities, top
ongovt. agenda

Minister of Roads and
Urban Developmentsaid the
developing and expanding
transportation and trade
capacities has still been put
atopagendaofthe government
dubbed ‘Hope and Prudence’.
Mohammad Eslamimade the
remarks on the sidelines of
the International Conference
of Eurasian Economic Union
and Geopolitical Role of Free
Zonesin Developing Regional

Anzalion Tuesday.

The minister said that
development of trade and
transitisone ofthe necessities
of country’s economic
prosperity. Therefore,
development of the capacity
of transit roads and also
railway networkhasbeen put
onthe government’s agenda
specifically and thisissue will
be continued until the last
working day of the current
government.”

Connecting Qazvin-Rasht
Railway to Bandar Anzaliand
connection of this railway to
Astarain Gilan provinceisone
ofthesalientprojects whichis
under construction, theroads

Heexpressed hishopethatthe
connection of Caspian Port
to the railway network will
become operational in the
currentadministration.

He went on to say that the
Rasht-Astara Railway
projectisunder construction
according to the scheduled
program,adding, “Connection
of country’s railway to
Afghanistan railway network
aswell as the connection of
Chabahar to Zahedan by rail
lineisunder constructionand
would be putinto operation
soon.”

He further pointed outthatthe
completion of construction
operation of highway and

sothatNorth-Southand West-
East corridors will benefit
from the transportation
capacities of theseroutes.
The attractiveness of using
Iran’s opportunity in transit
willbe doubled for Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU)
with the completion of
infrastructures, Eslami
stressed.

For this reason, moreover
developing infrastructures,
itistried toinkan agreement
in World Railway Union
(WRU) in order to play a key
roleintransitofgoodswithin
the framework of regional
cooperation, Roads Minister
added.

NO 632

p |

Solution: NO 631

]
0
o

IranTourist Arrivals
Declineby72
Percentin Eight
Months: UNWTO

Iran’s touristarrivals saw a

71 | |2

decline of 72% inthefirsteight
monthsof2020,accordingto
thelatestdataofWorld Tourism
Organization.

Iran’stourism saw a decrease
of 90%, 92% and 94% in
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January, February and March
2020 compared with the
corresponding months of
2019. This negative growth
hit a record high of 96%
in April and 97% in May,

;o (o|a | = ~o|wn
= w(olnn o|us o
o~ (M| w s
W = (|~ o |oo|m

followingrestrictionsontravel
introducedinresponsetothe
Covid-19 pandemic.

In June, tourist arrivals
recorded an 84% decrease.
However,thedeclineinarrivals
slowed down significantly in
July and August, as the two
months saw a 35% drop in
[ran’stouristarrivals.
International touristarrivals
(visitorsintransit) declined by
70% inthe firsteight months
0f2020 over the same period
oflastyear,amid global travel
restrictions,as manyborders
werefully closed to containthe
prevailingpandemic.
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What's News

Afghanistan
willing to
connectto
Iran’s,region’s
railroad
Afghanistan
Government is
willing to restore
its place in the
Silk Road through
opening the Khaf-
Herat railroad
and connecting
to China through
Turkmenistan
through Turghindi,
northern
Afghanistan.

The plan of railway
connection with
theregionand the
entire world has
been impeded
by the wars.
Afghanistan was
tobe connected to
the Russian Empire
in 1885. In 1920,
King Amanullah
I purchased trams
from Germany and
put a part of them
to use to connect
Kabul to the king’s
residence, Darul
Aman Palace.
After the fall of
Taliban, Afghanistan
was for the first
time connected
to Turkmenistan,
a neighboring
country. In late
August 2016,
Afghanistan’s
railway was
connected to
China through
Turkmenistan and
Kyrgyzstan.

In this regard,
Afghan economic
expert Siam Pasarli
told IRNA that
opening of the
railways to connect
Afghanistan  to
Turkmenistan,
China, and Iran
will revolutionize
Afghanistan’strade
relations with the
neighboring and
regional counties.
He said that the
projects will
help Afghanistan
establishitsplaceas
transit crossroads
inthe Chinese “One
Belt, One Road”
project.
Herat-Khafrailroad
that connects
Afghanistan
and Iran will be
inaugurated soon.
Now the people
and especially the
traders of both
countries are
awaitingthe project
tobefinished sothat
they will improve
theirtrade.
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Coronavirus
nothindering
development of
Iran-Austria
cultural

cooperation

Iran's Minister of Cultural
Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts Ali Asghar
Mounesan said on
Monday that coronavirus
outbreak couldnothinder
expansion of cultural
cooperationbetweenlIran
and Austria.

In a meeting with the
Austrian ambassador
in Tehran Stefan Scholz,
he added, "We mustnot
allowthevirustoreduce
cooperationbetweenthe
two countries.”

Voicing readiness for
keeping up cultural
cooperationbetweenlIran
and Austria, he stressed,
"We can continue fulfilling
cultural programs
by upholding health
guidelines."
Complaining about not
delivering test Kkits to
Iran due to the sanctions,
Mounesan said that
imposing political
sanctions on food and
medicineisinhumane.
"Inthefield ofeducation,
we are interested to
use the experiences of
the Austrian tourism.
Recently,wehadarequest
from Germany to hold an
exhibition of saltmenin
this country. If Austria
wants, we can hold this
exhibitionin Austriaafter
Germany,"hesaid.
StefanScholz, forhispart,
said thatamemorandum
of understanding was
signedwithKishFreeZone
Organization to promote
economiccooperationon
Sunday.

Kish Free Zone expressed
interestto hosttourism
educational courseshythe
Austrians, hesaid.

Scholz announced the
establishmentofthe Blue
Shield CommitteeinIran,
citing the establishment
of the committee as the
main reason for his visit,
and asked the Minister
of Cultural Heritage,
Tourism and Handicrafts
tosupportsettingup ofthe
committeeinlranassoon
aspossible.

Noting that Blue Shield
Committee is formed to
protectIran's historical
and ancientmonuments
in times of crisis and
natural disasters, Scholz
said thathis countryisvery
interested in cooperating
withIraninthefield and
to help turning it into
atraining center for the
protection ofantiquities
andhistoricalmonuments
intheregion.
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Iran's geopolitical
position in world unique,
irreplaceable

Thehead ofthe Iranian Association of Geopolitics referred
tolranasastrategic connecting pointbetween Asiaand
Europe, sayingthe countryhasanirreplaceableand unique
geopolitical positioninthe world.

Speakingin the International Conference of the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) on Tuesday in Bandar Anzali,
Yahya Rahim Safavi noted, “Today, the power structure in
the world is slowly moving towardsanew order.”

Pres. Rouhani vows support to valnerable

Stressing that the US is no longer the world's only
superpower, he said, “The decline of American economic,
political, and cultural power at the level of internal and
global scaleisdefinite.”

Referring to the failure of US hegemony, the diminishing
effectiveness of sanctions and other economic, political
tools to putmaximum pressure onindependent Eurasian
nations such as Iran, Russia he said, “Today we are
witnessing the emergence of new economic, political,
cultural and security powersonaregional scalein Oceania
and Asia.”

Today, the Eurasianregion has gotaninfluentialrolein the
global economy due to the Sea of Japan, the Caspian Sea
aswellasthe Persian Gulfin terms of having resources of

people during COVIDI19-lockdown

President Hassan Rouhanipledged on Sunday to

provide economicsupporttothevulnerable groups

whose businesses may be damaged duringa fresh

lockdown tobecome effective in parts ofthe country

tocontainthespread ofthe diseaseas ofnextweek.

Speaking during
ameeting of the
Government
Economic
Coordination
NEWS Headquarters,

—m the President

said that the budget bill

for the nextyearaimsto

improve the country’s
economic conditions and

world fossil fuels.
Elsewhere, Safvai hailed
Iran’sirreplaceable and
unique geopolitical
position in the world
that can connect China,
Kazakhstan, Central Asia,
and the Middle Eastto the
Mediterraneanand Europe,
adding, “Transportation of
Iranian goods to Russia and
Europeisanothereconomicaxis that

canbe considered in the contextoflranrelations
with EAEU.

NEWS

Iran, Iraq Air Force Commanders
Discuss Joint Action against

Terrorism

Theairforcecommandersoflranand Iraq weighed plansat
ameetingin Tehranforjointoperationsinthebattleagainst
Takfiriterroristsand othersourcesofthreattothe security
ofthetwonations.Iranian Air Force Commander Brigadier
General AzizNasirzadehand hisIraqi counterpartLt.Gen
ShahabJahid Ali Al Shakarachiheld ameetingin Tehran
onTuesdaytoassessplansfor closer military cooperation
betweenthe twoneighbors.The two commanderstalked
aboutwaysforoperational collaborationinthefightagainst
Takfiriterroristsand otherforcesthatthreatensustainable
securityinlranandIraq.Theyalsostressed the need for
constructive interaction between the air forces of the
two countries considering the suitable grounds forjoint
operations, technical cooperation, interactionintherepair
andmaintenanceoffighteraircraftand drones,and training
the military staff.Gen Shahab Jahid Ali Al Shakarachiis

bring about economic
prosperity. Rouhanialso
said thatthe newbudget
bill is intended to help
the country’s economic
growth and giveaboostto
thelivelihood ofthe people,
theless-privileged class of
societyinparticular.

He hailed the resistance
of Iranian people against
more than two and a half
years of “unprecedented
economic war”, saying,
“despite the severe
damages done to the

country's economy, the
government, with the
supportand cooperation
ofthepeople,didnotallow
the sanctionors toachieve
theirsinister goals.”

In another speech on

Saturday, President
Rouhani said thatIran’s
nextyearbudgetbill aims
to fully stop the country’s
direct reliance on oil
revenues.

Rouhanisaid thatthe main
goals of the country’s
nextyear budgetbill are

to reduce the costs and
increaseincomes,lessen
the government'srole in
the economy, promote
e-governance, cutreliance
onoil revenues, pave the
way foraproductionboost
andimplementthe general
principles of resistance
economy.

He also said that the
next year budget bill
will focus on long-
term growth through
more focus on non-oil
exports, more active

fight against COVID-19
and reducingits negative
impacts on the country’s
economy, facilitating
business activities,
and paying attention
to people's livelihoods
with the priority of basic
commodities.

The President further
highlighted the need to
reduce tariffsin bilateral
agreements to promote
trade relations with
neighboringand Eurasian
countries.

Biden says US and
its allies need to
counter Chinese
influence

US President-electJoe Biden said on
Monday the United States needed
tonegotiate with allies to set global
trading rules to counter China’s
growinginfluence butdeclined to say
whether he would join a new China-
backed Asian trade pact signed on

Sunday.
Asked at a news conference in
Wilmington, Delaware, whether

the United States would join the
Asian-focused 15-country Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) agreement, Biden said he could
notyetdiscuss UStrade policy because
hehadnottaken office “and there’sonly
onepresidentatatime”.

“Weneedtobealigned with the other
democracies, another 25 percentor

moresothatwe cansettherulesofthe
road instead ofhaving Chinaand others
dictate outcomesbecause theyare the
only gameintown.”

The signing ofthe RCEP ataregional
summitin Hanoi creates the world’s
largesttrade agreement, covering 30
percentofthe global economy and a
third ofits population, and bringing
together Asian powers China, Japan,
and South Korea for the firsttime.
Italso marks another setback for US
influencein theregion after President
Donald Trump in 2017 quit the
12-country Trans-Pacific Partnership
(TPP) trade pact, negotiated while
Bidenwasvice president.

While TPP membersincludingJapan
and many free-trade advocates have
expressed hope that Bidenwould rejoin
thattrade pact, he hassaidlittleabout
the subject,and advisers have said he
would notimmediately remove tariffs
on Chinese goods.Myron Brilliant,
executive vice president of the US
Chamber of Commerce,said on Monday

thathe was concerned Washington was
beingleftbehind following the signing
ofthe RCEP.

But while he welcomed the trade-
liberalizingbenefits ofthe RECP, he said
Washington should notjointhebloc.
“Given the shortcomings of RCEP, we
would not recommend the United
Statesjoining,” Brilliant said, noting
thatrecent US trade agreements had
included stronger, enforceablerules on
issues such asdigital trade, non-tariff
barriers, and intellectual property
protections.

“The United States should, however,
adoptamore forward-looking, strategic
effortto maintain asolid US economic
presenceintheregion,” he said.
“Otherwise, we risk being on the
outsidelookinginasoneoftheworld’s
primary engines of growth hums along
withoutus.”Biden told reporters on
Monday thathe had a detailed trade
planhe would discuss onJanuary 21,
2021, thedayafterheisduetobesworn
into office.

accompanying Defense Minister of Iraq Lt. General Juma
AnadSaadouninanofficial visitto Tehran.
InameetingwithhisIragicounterpartonSaturday, Iranian
Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir Hatamiexpressed
the country’sreadinesstostrengthenIraq’s defense power
and supply its demands for military equipment.

Trump asked for options for
attacking Iran last week, butheld
off; Reuters

PresidentDonald Trump, withtwomonthsleftin office, last
weekasked for options onattacking Iran's main nuclear
site, butultimately decided against taking the dramatic
step,aUSofficial said on Monday. Trump made therequest
duringan Oval Office meeting on Thursday with his top
national security aides, including Vice President Mike
Pence, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, newacting Defense
Secretary Christopher Miller, and General Mark Milley,
chairmanofthe]Joint Chiefs of Staff, the official said.
Trump, whohasrefused to concedeand is challengingthe
results ofthe Nov. 3 presidential election, istohand over
powerto DemocraticPresident-electJoe Bidenon]Jan. 20.
The official confirmed the account ofthe meetingin The
New York Times, whichreported theadvisers persuaded
Trump notto go ahead with a strike because of the risk
ofabroader conflict."He asked for options. They gave
him the scenariosand he ultimately decided notto go
forward," the official said.The White House declined to
comment. Joe Biden's transition team, which has not
had accessto national security intelligence due to the
Trump administration's refusal to begin the transition,
declined comment.Trump has spent all four years of
hispresidency engaginginan aggressive policy against
Iran, withdrawingin 2018 from the Iran nuclear deal
negotiated byhis Democratic predecessor; BarackObama,
andimposingeconomicsanctionsagainstawide variety
oflraniantargets.Alireza Miryousefi, the spokesman for
Iran’smissiontothe United Nationsin New York,said Iran's
nuclearprogramispurely for peaceful purposesand civilian
useand Trump's policieshave notchangedthat. "However,
[ranhasproventobe capableofusingitslegitimate military
mightto preventorrespond toany melancholy adventure
fromanyaggressor;" headded.

USafter Disintegration of Iraq,
IRGC General Warns

Commander ofthe Islamic Revolution Guards Corps Aerospace Force
Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajizadeh warned of the American plots to
dissolvelrag, create division betweenits governmentand people,and
plunderthe Arab country’soilresources.Inameetingwith Iraqi Defense
Minister Lt. General Juma Anad Saadoun, held in Tehran on Monday,

the IRGC Aerospace Force commander highlighted the importance of

developingdefense cooperationbetweenthe twoneighboringcountries.
[tisimportantforregional countriestopaydueattentiontoplotshatched
bytheterroristregime ofthe United States, especially forIraq, the [ranian
commanderwarned.“The United Stateshasalways sought (todominate)
Iraq’s oil wellsand divide the countryand (itwants) to sow discord
betweenthis country’s peopleand (government) officials,"headded.He
alsonotedthatthe IRGCand Iraq's Army have had decisive cooperation
ineducational, operational and advisory fieldsin the battle against
Daesh Takfiri terrorismin the Arab country, Press TV reported."The

[slamicRepublicofIranhasbeenafriend of the Iragi nation during |

hardtimesand caresaboutthis country'sintegrityand (waystohelpit)
become more powerful," the senior IRGC commander said.He further
pointed totheassassination of Lieutenant General Qassem Soleimanti,
the commander ofthe IRGC's Quds Force, and Iragi commander Abu
Mahdial-Muhandis, the deputyhead of the Popular Mobilization Units,
alongwiththeir companionsbythe United StatesinIraqinJanuaryand
said Iranwould definitely take revenge againstthe perpetrators ofthe
top Iranian anti-terror commander's martyrdom.Hajizadeh added
thattheIranianandIraginationswould neverforgetthatthe "terrorist"
United Statesassassinated General Soleimaniand Iraq'snational hero.
InameetingwithIraq's prime ministerin July, Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed AliKhameneiwarned the United States that
Iranwill definitelyreciprocate theassassinationof Lt. General Soleimani.
The Leaderunderlined thatthe IslamicRepublicofIranwillnever forget
the Americanassassination ofthe top commanderinIragand “itwill
definitely deal thereciprocalblowto Americans.”

OnJanuary 3,aUS drone strike near Baghdad International Airport

assassinated

General Soleimani, former
commander ofthe Quds Force of Iran’s IslamicRevolution Guards Corps.
The attack —thatalso killed Abu Mahdial-Muhandis, the second-in-
command ofIraq’s Popular Mobilization Units (PMU) anti-terror group,
alongwith several others— came while General Soleimaniwas onan
official visittothe Iragicapital.



US anti-Iran policies not to change with new

government

Amember ofthe Assembly of Experts said being influenced by lobby of Zionist

regime, the USmacro-policiesagainstIran willnever change withanew government

take the power."Speakingin an interview with Mehr News Agency, Mohammad
Abolghasem Dolabi,asserted thatmacro-policies ofthe United States created by American
policymakerswillnever change withanew government take the power.He wentontosay,

“Actually, the US presidentsare theactors ofthe power gamesin this country who share common principles

20000 Rials

undertheinfluence ofthelobby ofthe Zionist Regime."Even Joe Biden, the president-elect of the United
Statessaidinone ofhisstatementsthatheisloyal tothe interests of the Zionists, Dolabisaid,adding, “Hehad

ednesday ,November 18 , 2020,
No. 646

also expressed satisfaction with theassassination of Lenient General Qassem Soleimaniand supported the
criminalactionofthe USPresident."
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regionaltradedevelopment
underway in Anzali free
zoneinnortherIran.

Rahim Safvihighlighted the
effectiverolethe freezones
playindevelopingregional
trade.He further stressed
theneedtoadoptaproper
eco-political strategy in
ordertoturnthe EAEUinto
amultilateralunioninand
outofthe continent.

Pres. Rouhani vows support to vulnerable
people during COVID19-lockdown

Diabetes prevention on closer consideration amid
COVIDI9-

In 2007, UN General Assembly
designated November 14 as World
Diabetes Day emphasizing “the urgent
need to pursue multilateral efforts to
promote and improve human health,and
provide accesstotreatmentand health-
care education.”

The theme for World Diabetes Day
2020 is Nurses Make the Difference.
The campaign aims to raise awareness
around the crucial role that nurses
play in supporting people living with
diabetes.
Diabetesburdentobeheavier

Some 11 percent of Iranians above
25yearsold, accounting for 5 million
people, are suffering from diabetes, and
18 percentofthe population are pre-
diabetic, health ministry official Alireza
Mahdavisaidin November 2019.
InIran, 25 percent of people are not
aware of their diabetes, which is 50
percentinthe world; in West Asia and
North Africa, 60 percentof people are
unaware oftheir diabetes.

About 422 million people worldwide
have diabetes, the majoritylivinginlow-
and middle-income countries,and 1.6
million deaths are directly attributed to
diabeteseachyear.

Both the number of cases and the
prevalence of diabetes have been
steadily increasing over the past few
decades. Asitis expected thatby 2030,
578million peoplewill develop diabetes,
and the number of patients may exceed
700 million by 2045.

In 2019, 4.2 million people died of
diabetes. And now, 50 percent of
coronavirus patients were diabetic.
About 90 percent of diabetics are
diagnosed with type 2 diabetes

worldwide. Education, self-care, and
following a healthy lifestyle,and using
medication are effective in controlling
thedisease.

Type 2 diabetesis preventable and in
some cases can be cured early. Lack
of access to insulin, failure to early
diagnosis of type 1 diabetesleadingto
diabeticketoacidosisisacommon cause
ofdeathin childrenand adolescents.
Diabetesisamajor cause ofblindness,
kidney failure, heartattack, stroke, and
lowerlimb amputation. A healthy diet,
physical activity,and avoiding tobacco
use canpreventordelay type 2 diabetes.
Inaddition, diabetes can be treated and
its consequences avoided or delayed
with medication, regular screening, and
treatmentfor complications.

Nurses playavitalrole

Nurses currently account for over half
ofthe global health workforce. They do
outstanding work to supportpeople
living with a wide range of health
concerns. People who eitherlive with
diabetesorareatriskofdeveloping the
condition need theirsupporttoo.
People living with diabetes face a
number of challenges, and educationis
vital to equip nurses with the skills to
supportthem.

Asthenumber of people with diabetes
continues to rise across the world,
the role of nurses and other health
professional support staff becomes
increasinglyimportantin managingthe
impactofthe condition.

Healthcare providers and governments
must recognize the importance of
investing in education and training.
With the right expertise, nurses can
make adifference for people affected by
diabetes.

Nurses make up 59 percentofhealth
workers as the largest group of this
career. The world nursing workforce is
27.9 million, more than 19.3 million of
whom are professional nurses.

Moderna Coronavirus Vaccine Offers Possible
Antidote to Deep-Freeze Problem

Ali,aspecialistindrugresearch at Warwick
Business Schoolinthe UK. "Even inremote
and underdeveloped areas, fridges are

One of the biggest challenges to delivering a promising

coronavirus vaccine based on unprecedented technology to

millionsaround the world justgoteasier.

When Pfizer Inc announced effective
preliminaryresults foritsvaccine candidate
last week, the downside was thatitmustbe
stored atultra-cold temperatures, posing
significantlogistical issues.

But ModernaInc on Monday one-upped
itsrival, offeringa vaccine based on the
same technology thatappearstobeequally
effective, but which also can be stored at
regularrefrigerated temperatures for up to
amonth.

The difference is significant. Delivering
normal vaccines to populations in the
remotestregions from India to Africais
difficultenoughjustonsupplyand transport
issues.

Thetemperature factorintroducesafarmore
dauntinghurdle, requiring countries to build
storage and transportation networks that
can maintain temperatures far colder than
thatrequired for frozen meat.

The massive investmentand coordination
neededraised thelikelihood thatonly rich
nationswould be guaranteed access.

"The Modernavaccine isamuch more viable
option forlow-and middle-income countries
than the Pfizer vaccine," said Ms. Rachel
Silverman,a Washington-based policy fellow
atthe Centre for Global Development. "Cold-
storage needsareless extreme."

Notonly can Moderna's vaccine remain
stableinthe fridge for 30 days, it canalsobe
keptinordinary freezers forlong-termuse.
Pfizer'svaccine hastobekeptatnegative 70
degreesand could only berefrigerated forup
to five days - atleastuntilitsresearchersare
able to match Moderna'sbreakthrough.
"The Modernavaccine canbeaccommodated
within the existing vaccine distribution
networks," said Associate Professor Ayfer

available or canbe supplied cheaply.”
Although Modernahas only cutdeals with
ahandful of developed countries forits
vaccine, itreceived funding from the non-
profit Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations and may therefore be bound
tohelpenableaccessinlow-middleincome
countries, said Ms. Silverman, Bloomberg
reported.

The Boston-based biotech company's
vaccine uses the same new and experimental
messenger RNA mechanism as Pfizer's. The
emergence of two promising candidates s
helping ease concerns thatasingle vaccine
won't be nearly enough to meet global
demand.

"Wewillneed touseall ofthe capacity thatwe
haveand all of the vaccines thatare effective
asthey comeonline,” Assoc ProfAlisaid.
Pfizer could also make its vaccine more
viable by reformulating it - possibly to a
freeze-dried form - toavoid therefrigeration
issue, said Dr. Gillies O'Bryan-Tear, chair of
policyand communications atthe Faculty of
Pharmaceutical Medicine in the UK.
Meanwhile, hundreds of Covid-19 vaccines
areinthe pipeline, andit's possible that
another, more cost-effective candidate will
emerge thatuses proventechnologyand is
easier to manufacture and ship, experts said.
"Ithinkitwillbecome clearinthe nextcouple
of months, there are othervaccinesthatare
inthe pipeline thatarein PhaseIll," said Dr.
Saad Omer, director of the Yale Institute for
Global Health.

"There will be decisions about costs of
waiting versus acting. Some mightdecide to
waitbased onbroader characteristics and
the need forultra-cold chain, I think that will
beabigcalculation."

Other vaccine options may be essential,
as not many existing drugmakers have
production facilities for messenger RNA
technology.
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