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NEWS

Official terms developing
economic ties with
neighbors as key to fight
sanctions

Chairman ofIran-Russia chamber of commerce said
developing economicrelations with neighborsis
the bestway to fight destructive effects of sanctions.
SpeakingtoIRNA, Hadi Tizhoosh Taban said border
provinces have always had significantrole with
regard to exports.

Today, over 54 percentofIran'snon-oil exports have
beenmade by businessmenatborderareas.
Elsewhereinhisremarks, Tizhoosh Taban called for
developingnon-oil exportsto Russiato stabilize our
positionasitstrade partnerand to take advantage
of preferential trade.

Henoted thatthe only way for promoting trade
with Russia orany other country would be to

solve businessmen’s fundamental problems.

Tehran, Islamabad urged
tolaunch jointbank

Head of Iran-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce
Mahmoud Tohidasthasurged Iran and Pakistan to
launchajointbankto ease the transfer ofmoney and
toopen the way forboosting trade.

Speaking to ILNA news agency about the forex
exchanges between Iran and Pakistan, Tohidast
said thatforyearsIran’s trade with Pakistan has
been traditional, and currently there isno forex
exchange between both states, and all works are
donetraditionally.

Hesaid central banks of Iran and Pakistan should
reachanagreementforeasingthe forex transfer,and
launchingthejointbankbetween Iran and Pakistan
can help it or both countries by announcing a
reference bank for doing theirbankingtransactions
canmakeithappenand Pakistan can workwith Iran
with the forex.

Tohidastnoted thatin the past, both countries
decided to set up joint funds for doing forex
exchangesbutno practical action hasbeen taken
yet,adding that of course iftrade exchanges are
donebased on banking procedure and through
opening LCs, itwill definitely affect Iran’s exports.
He reiterated that Iran and Pakistan trade is
traditional and heis notaware ofhow much money
ofIran’s gasand electricity exports to Pakistan has
notbeenrepatriated.

Reportputs Iran second
innovative economy of
Central and South Asia

Iran has been named the second innovative
economy of Centraland South Asiainarecentreport
released by World Economic Forum, according to
Deputy ITC Minister Behzad Ahmadi.
Ahmadisaid thatthe reporthasbeenreleased
based on Global Innovation Index 2020 by World
Intellectual Property Organization.

The report introduces three top innovative
economiesin eachregion, which putsIransecond
afterIndiain Centraland Southern Asia, the official
said.

Kazakhstan followed Iranin the reporttobe the
third innovative economy of the region, he added.
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Non-Oil Trade With SCO Countries
Exceeds 138 Billionin 7 Months

Irantraded 30.78milliontonsofnon-oilcommodities
worth15.15$billionwiththememberstatesofShanghai
Cooperation Organization, namely China, India,
Pakistan, Russia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan
and Tajikistan, during the firstseven months of the

currentlranianyear (March-200ct.21).

n

Chinaaccounted
for the largest
portion of total
trade between
N E w s Iran and SCO
NEWS states, with 17
IS nillion tons
worth $9.54 billion of
exchanges.
According to Rouhollah
Lotfi, the spokesman
of Islamic Republic
of Iran  Customs
Administration,
Iran’s exports to these
countries totaled 23.83
million tons worth $8.04
billion during the seven
monthsunderreview.
More than half of the
sum, $4.4 billion, were
shippedto China, Iran's
largesttrade partner.
Tajikistan’s imports
from Iran was the lowest
among SCO countries
with $9.9 million.
Iran’s imports from
SCO states stood at5.52
million tonsworth $7.11
billionduringthe period.
Again Chinatopped the
list with $5.14 billion
worth of exportsto Iran.
Iran imported $4.11
million worth of goods
from Belarus during the
seven-month period,
lower than other SCO
countries.
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization is a
Eurasian political,
economicand security

Since then, the
organization
has expanded its
membership to eight
countries, after Indiaand
Pakistanjoined SCO as
full memberson9 June
2017 atthe summitin
Astana, Kazakhstan. The
Heads of State Council is
the supreme decision-
making body in SCO,
which convenes once
a year and as adopts
decisionsand guidelines
onallimportant matters
ofthe organization.
The 20th meeting of
SCO’s council kicked off
under the chairmanship
of Russia on Tuesday
with Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani in
attendance.

Leaders ofRussia, China,
India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan
and four observers,
including Iran,
Afghanistan, Belarus
and Mongolia, as
well as international
bodies, participatedina
videoconference, ISNA

of last fiscal year
(March 21-Oct. 22,
2019) stood at $49.57
billion, indicating that
commercial exchanges
have declined by about
23% onayear-on-year
basis.

According to Mehdi
Mirashrafi, the head
of Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs
Administration, exports
accounted for 65.57
million tons worth
$18.23 billion and
imports constituted
19.33 million tons worth
$20.04 billion of the total
sum.

In other words, Iran
recorded a trade deficit
worth $1.81 billion
duringthe period under
review.

“Compared with the
corresponding period
of last year, exports
registereda17.5% and
23%declineintonnage
and valuerespectively,”
Mirashrafiwas quoted as
saying by IRNA.
Previous data provided
by IRICA showed Iran's

decline compared
with  last  year's
corresponding period.
Notably, Iraq overtook
China as Iran's main
exportdestination with
$4.8 billion worth of
imports from Iran during
theperiodunderreview.
Noting that imports
of essential goods
accounted for 13.8
million tons of the total
imports, Mirashrafisaid,
“Corn was one of the
mainimported goods,
reaching 5.8 million
tons compared with 5.1
million tons oflastyear’s
corresponding period.
Alsoknown asnecessity
goods, essential goods
are products consumers
will buy, regardless of
changesinincomelevels.
Amid high inflation and
diminished purchasing
power, the Iranian
government has sought
toensureasteady supply
of essential goods at
subsidized prices.
Atotal of 25.09 million
tons of essential goods
worth close to $15.5
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Farsprov.
attracts
$466m
foreign

investment
Fars has
attracted foreign
investmentworth
over $466m and
isranking firstin
Iraninthisregard,
the managing
director of
the foreign
investment
attraction office of
the province said.
SpeakingtoIRNA,
Haleh Fooladfar
said the southern
Iran province
with $466m,
Khuzestan
with $365m
and Yazd with
$346m foreign
investment
during the first
halfofthe current
Iranian calendar
year (started
on March 20)
are standing
on the first to
third places
respectively.

She noted that
785 industrial
plans worth
27,000 billion
tomans,
providing jobs
for 1,927 people,
havebeen started
inFars.
Shealsoreferred
tounprecedented
and important
planslike second
phase of south
aluminium plant
(with capacity
of 300,000 tons
aluminium
ingot per year),

Those active in the area of ICT, private online alliance, the formation repo'rted. . . impc:rts during l.ast billi.on were impo.rted cement and
businesses and startups, alongwith the universities, of whichwasannounced Iran’s non-oil foreign year's corresponding during the last fiscal Kaveh sodium
contributed to gaining this ranking by Iran, the on 15 June 2001 in tr.jsld.e stood at 84.8 pe.rllod stood at 19.8 year(March2019-20) carbonate plant
official said. Shanghai, China, by mllllon. Fons Worth million t.on_s wort.h to register a.20.77% and finalizing
Ahmadi said that Switzerland, Sweden, the United the leaders of China, $38.27billionduringthe $25.17 .bllllon. This fmd 17.13% increase steel production
States, Britain, Netherland, Denmark, Finland, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Sevenmonths. shows imports saw in weight and value circle which have
Singapore, Germanyand South Korea are the Top 10 Russia, Tajikistan and Trade volurpe in Fhe a slight increase Ln re.spectlvelycompared been started by
world innovative economies respectively. Uzbekistan. corresponding period tonnage, but a 20% withtheyearbefore. private sector
investment or by
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She went on to

an
L

Il'anproduces the country in this period, say that many

registeringanine percent efforts have so
13.9mntonsof  ike. far been made
steelingotinHl Statistical tables of the for attracting
Islamic Republic of [ran Ministry of Industry, Mine and encouraging
produced 13.9 milliontons 2and Trade indicates that foreign
of steelingotin the first six 12,782,003 million tons of investmentin the
months of the currentyear Steelingotwasproducedin province.

the firsthalfofthelastyear
(from March 21 to Sept.22,

Fooladfar

(from March 21 to Sept. 22).
reiterated

The preparatory statistics
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of steel ingot production 2019)- that  despite
(crudesteel) inthe firsthalf Accordingly, 2,469,003 tons all limitations
ofthe currentyear showed Ofsteelingotwasproduced caused by
a nine percent hike as in the Iranian month of international
compared to the lastyear’s Shahrivar in the current sanctions foreign
correspondingperiod. year (from August 21 to investmenthasso
Some 13,929,009 tons of S€Pt-22),showingall.7 far experienced
steelingotwas producedin Percenthikeascomparedto positive growth.

amonth earlier.



o o He went on to say that Al-Qaeda terrorist groupisthe repeatingsuchaccusations
(] 0 o y group p g )
ij ' FM denles allegatlons brainchild of wrongand false policies of the United States Khatibzadeh added.
\ S anditsalliesintheregionand added, “From timetotime, Undoubtedly, such
14 al Qaeda Operatlve Washington and Tel Aviv try to portray Iran asbelonging accusations are

made in the context
of a comprehensive
economic, intelligence
and psychological war

tosuch groups bylying and leaking false information to
themediain order to avoid responsibility for the criminal
activities of this group and other terrorist groups in the
region.”

| ‘ L] °
\HI assassinated in Iran
Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman rejected the
allegations, saying thata member of terrorist group of al-
QaedahasbeenassassinatedinIran.
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Puts
Giulianiin Charge
of US Election

Trump

Whilerejectingallegations of assassination ofan al-Qaeda
operativein Iran, Saeed Khatibzadeh in a press briefing on
Sat.turned down any presence of members ofthe group in
Iranand advised American media outlets notto fallinto the
trap of Hollywood scenarios of the US and Zionist officials.

Although the United States has spared no efforttoraise such
falseaccusations againstthe Islamic Republic of Iranin the
past, thisapproachhasbecome a permanenttrend in the
currentUS administration, and the White House has tried
to take further steps toimplementits Iranophobia plan by

No Democratic or Republican policy

can bring peace to ME

againstthe Iranian people,
and the media should not
be a platform for spreading

purposeful White House’s lies against
Iran.

NEWS

G-¢ 7 urgeimmediatelifting of

sanctionson Iran

Lawsuits: Report Statingthatpeacewill require the cooperationand Inthefinal statement ofitsannual meeting, Group of G-77
US President Donald solidarity ofthe countries oftheregion, Faruk Logoglu plus Chinainastatement called forremoval of sanctions
Trump tapped close said thatno American policy, whether Democratic onlran, statingthatunilateral USsanctionshasbrought
adviser Rudy Giuliani orRepublican canbringpeaceto West Asia (Middle aboutadverse effects onthe Iranian people.Accordingly,
tolead his campaign’s East). G-77 plus Chinaatits 44th Annual Meetingreleased
lawsuits and the <X astatement, a partof whichhasbeenreferred to the
public relations Toknowmoreabout Islamic Republic of Iran and Joint Comprehensive Plan
aroundthe suitsashe theissue,wereached of Action (JCPOA).The statementisread thatunilateral
and other Republicans out to Dr. Osman USsanctionshas created negativeimpacton well-being
contestthe outcome of Faruk Logoglu, a ofIranian peopleand these sanctions should belifted
the presidential race. senior member of immediately.

Four people familiar NEWS Turkey's CHP and The Group of Seventy-Seven plus Chinais thelargest
with the decision veteran politician. and most powerful group in the United Nations with
told The New York These days we see thathighest 136 member states. The G77 Ministerial Meetingisheld
Times of it and said ranking official in the US, annually onthesidelinesofthe UN General Assembly in
the presidentturned President Trump talkingabout NewYork, butthisyearduetothespread of COVID-19this
to the former New election fraud. What do you meetingwasheld virtually.

York City mayor after think of this?isn'tthisaheav : .

his ¢ am};) ai gyn lost a blowtothe USglobal credibiliti makingandpredatesTrumpThe ~adifferentpaththan Trumpto andhealingitsrelationswiththe Olltgﬂlllg [J.S EI.IV()y :'There Was
suitregarding vote- asthe countryhasalwaysbeen polarizationof Americanpolitics ~restore Americanprimacyatthe USbecause therelationshipis NeverA SyrlaWIthdrawal

countingin Arizona’s
Maricopa County, a

tryingtoportrayitselfasaglobal
rolemodel ofdemocracy?

haslongbeeninthe makingand
predates Trump. However,

globallevel, can/will the Biden
administration make mistakes?

importantforbothsides.
Will US policy in the region

The outgoing US special representative for Syriasaid he
and histeamrepeatedly misled the US president, Donald

county and state that The lengths of election under Trump’s presidency Bidenhasalwaysbeenastrong change?canweexpectamore Trump, ontroop numbersinthe war-ravaged country.
the presidentlost. irregularities that President duringthelastfouryears,new supporterofthe GreatMiddle peacefulMiddleEast? Inarecentinterviewwiththe Defense Onewebsite,James
Trumpisturningtohis Trump and his followers layershavebeenaddedtothis Eastandhavehadgoodrelations NoAmerican policy, whether Jeffrey rebuffed claims there was a troop withdrawal
closestallies to fight have been talking about are unhealthy,dangerousdynamic. with some separatistgroups Democratic or Republican fromnortheast Syria, and said the real numbers of
anincreasingly uphill unprecedentedTalk ofelection Racialtensions,anti-immigrant intheregionand Turkeyisone canbringpeace tothe Middle soldiers stationed there was "alotmore" thanthe 200
battle to overturn the fraud, or more generally policies, measures against ofhistargetcountries.Howdo East. Nor for that matter the Trump decided wouldremainin2019."We werealways
election results, even of “irregularities” is not Muslims, violence, economic youseethefutureof Turkeyand policies of any other power playing shell gamesto not make clear to ourleadership
though mediaoutlets uncommon. Ithappensallthe WOeS due to the pandemic, theUSrelationshipunderBiden fromoutsidetheregionThe US howmanytroopswehadthere," Jeffrey said.In the wide-
have called enough time in many countries. But unilateralist,and isolationist leadership? policy toward the region will ranginginterview, Jeffrey said despite Trump'srepeated
states to award thelengths towhich President approach in international Biden’s sympathy toward likely remain unchanged in announcements thathewould withdraw forcesfromthe
President-elect Biden Trump and his followers have relations, allarefactorsthatwill separatistgroupsinthe MEis essentials. Although Bidenhas country,he wasalways persuaded to keepasmall team
306 Electoral College been taking fraud claims are impairtheworkingofAmerican well known and it will mean criticized Trump forunilaterally there."What Syriawithdrawal? There wasneveraSyria
votes, well above the unprecedented. democracy.Muchwilldependon moretroubleintheregionifhe leavingthenuclearagreement withdrawal," Jeffrey said."We then decided to come up
270heneedsto clinch Thisunwillingnesstoacceptthe President-elect].Biden'ssuccess continues to pursue thisline withIran,itisnotclear what with fivebetterarguments forwhyweneeded tostay. And
the White House. outcome ofelections certainly inhealingthesedeepdivisions of behaviorPresident-elect stancehewilltakeinthisregard. wesucceeded bothtimes. That'sthe story."

However, Giuliani’s divests the US of any credible in the polity. In the short Biden's core weaknessishis Thenewadministration’slran Tl‘lllllp says mayjoinbigrallyoﬂlis
association  with ownership of the global role and medium run, chaos and outlook on the Middle East. policy willbe an overarching

Trump has come
under mockery in
recent months in
part due to media

model of democracy. Lawyers,
experts fromboth sides of the
aisleinsistthatthereisnolegal
or objective basis to sustain

probableviolence will continue
tobeset Americansociety. The
woundsaredeepanditwilltake
alongtimetohealthem.

How doyou see the impact of

Regarding Turkey, Biden has
been thoroughly consistentin
his anti-Turkish stands in his
entire political career now
spanning half a century. He

factor affecting the entire
region. American supportto
Israel regime will continue
undiminished, but with
important nuances to curb

supportersin Washington

Donald Trump hashinted atthe possibility ofhimjoininga
rallyof supportersscheduled for Saturday in Washington,
DC.ThenewscomesasPOTUSischallengingtheelection
resultsby seekingauditsand recountsaswell as filing

appearances in Trump’s insistence that the : . . . : . : . 1 itsinstate and federal ¢ hebeli th

which he made election was stolen from him  Trumpism tool inadvancing supports Armenianclaimsof Israeli excessesvis-a-visthe | ‘d@WSulisinstateandiederalcourts,ashebelievesthe
embarrassing gaffes. andthatheisstillthe President. the USinterestandhegemony genocide,sideswithGreeceand ~ Palestinians. I do not expect p{lem((ilentlal r"f‘l:e wasrigged tocf:ltD emocratJoe Biden
He was mostrecently Trump with his tantrums is DY Democratsintheir future — theGreekCypriots hinderssales Biden to reverse Trump's allez; l,lSputnl liews reported. Hehartwarmln'gltlos}?e
criticized for holding generating a lot of ridicule Tenegotiations with their ofAmericanarmstoTurkey,and = decisionstorecognizeJerusalem | @*° t ei{trﬁ.me?l oussupportoutt lelre,espheaa ythe
a press conference around the globe. It will take Partners and allies? Do interferesinTurkey'sinternal = aslsrael’scapitaland tomove f’rglalgf: a ;)'?St atare;prln(gilngupDaC ;)vert ecountry,
inthe parkinglotofa time to repair the damage RepublicansandDemocratsact affairs.Biden'ssympathytoward ~ the American Embassy there | 'M° ublngz lgolrllel(lm Tal?lrElayu'l - mﬁyeve(liltfryto
landscaping company Trumphasinflictedon American complimentary? separatistgroupsintheregion orrescindthetotallyillegal step SDtOP_ yan HSELY etlo. &15 ec"il‘(;\;lwa?) lg%ZT, rom
nearapornography democracy and there will TheBidenadministrationwill iswellknownanditwillmean todeclare theoccupied Golan | (;anlona thewayup " owni), 1r(3)te onaidirump
shop. probablybesomereformsinthe actinmoremeasuredwaysin moretroubleintheregionifhe Heights as Israeli territory. irflTlstweeltleraccouglt;)n }(:yem eris. Saturdan

Aides reportedly electionlawsandinthevoting dealingwith Americanallies continuesto pursuethisline NoAmerican policy, whether rumpshows up before hissupporters onsaturday, it

said that Giuliani
has been hyping up
Trump’s expectations
ofthelawsuits, which
many maintain are
unwinnable but the
former mayor has
said are within the
campaign’sreach.

The Trump campaign
did notimmediately
respond to multiple

requests forcomment

from The Hill. o ' o creatingageographical stripalong the border between Iran
Trump, Giuliani and NO Change m Il'all S tl'allSlt and Armenia, which hasbeen discussed alot, is completely
other Republican baseless.

aides have leveled
baseless claims of

voter fraud to suggest ) .. i the Karabakh ceasefire agreementis the creation ofaroad
the election was AL S P TRl N GRS B B a et corridor, or better to say atransitroute,inside Armenia from
“stolen” from the 5 D 255 ) . ) ) Nakhchivan to the mainland of Azerbaijan, whichis secured
president, though Ustiowtue el felsoenl sl ghionieitionglon i by Russia. It will be guaranteed and its exact route is still

his lawsuits are not
anticipated to be
successful and no
credible evidence
of fraud has been
presented.

route to Armenia, Azerbaijan

Deputy Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Abbas Araghchi on
Friday dismissed rumors of change in Iran's transit routes to

fake mapsarebeingreleased in cyberspace,and claims such
asdisconnection of Iran's border with Armenia, creatinga
corridorinside Armenia or even inside Iran, changing the
geopolitics oftheregion have beenraised, whichare notbased
onreality are spread with special political and propaganda

systemsof differentstates.
Nowadays we see armed
supportersand opponents of
Bidenand Trump are rowing,
doyoubelievethattheamerican
societyhaspolarized? Whatcan
be consequencesofthisissuein
thelongrun?

Thepolarization of American
politics has long been in the

purposes, hesaid.

Referring to the main map of the agreement (pictured),
Araghchisaid thatas canbe seeninthis map, the discussion of

and partners. The Democrats
willgivemore credencetoNATO
and the EU and seek a more
calibrated relationship with
China. The same moderation
mightalsoapplyinthe American
approach to Latin American
countries, including Venezuela.
The one question mark is
whetherin their zeal to follow

unknown.

of behavior. Remember that
ina 2006 article in the New
York Times, he called for the
divisionofIragalongethnicand
religiouslines. Thus, Turkey
is now confronted with a US
Presidentwhose trackrecord
iswellknown. Butonewhois
predictable. Turkeywill have to
deviseanewstrategyindealing

The special envoy of the Iranian presidentin presenting
the Iranian peace plan furthernoted that "Whatis stated in

Thisisnotanewideaand has along history, and ifitis
implemented, which isaccompanied by thousands ofifs and
buts, it will not make any change in Iran's transit routes to
Armenia or Azerbaijan, he said.
"However, our consultations with all parties continue. On
Wednesday evening, | had along conversation with the Russian

Democraticor Republican can
bringpeace tothe Middle East.
Norforthatmatter the policies
ofanyotherpower fromoutside
theregion. Peace willrequire
the cooperation and solidarity
ofthe countries of the region,
thatis, regional ownershipisthe
pathtoward peaceinthe Middle
East.

willbehisfirstrallythathehastakenpartinsince Election
Day. As oftoday, major USmedia outletshave projected
Bidentobethenextpresident, though stateshavenotyet
certified theirelectionresults. The Trumpadministration
hassofarrefused to concede, citing witnessaccounts of
fraud and voterirregularities, includingballots castby
deceased votersand possible Dominionvoting system
glitches.Now,apost-electionauditisunderwayinthe
toss-up state of Georgia, and state officials in the swing
stateof Wisconsinare preparingforapotential recount.

ambassador
in Tehran about the issue,"

Araghchisaid.




Rouhani: New COVID19restrictions tobe placed as

of Nov21

[ranian PresidentHassan Rouhaniannounced here on Saturdaythatnewrestrictions
willbeimposed across the country as of next week to cope with the pandemic.
Restrictionsforeach citywillbe placedbased onits characteristics, President Rouhani
said while speakingatameeting onnational anti-coronavirusheadquartersin Tehran.

Referringto the newwave ofthe deadly virus worldwide, the President said many world
countrieshave been compelled to re-imposerestrictionsas the pandemichas created serious problems

20000 Rials

globallysinceitsoutbreakinlate2019. Theaimbehind therestrictionsistogive peopleareal viewand touch

ofthe presentcritical situation, said the President, calling forall to help breeze through the condition with
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FM denies NEWS
allegation, al-

. news
Qaedaoperative
assassinatedinIran  Iran,Italypoisedto

B broadening artistic-
NO change in cultural ties
, . [slamic RepublicofIranand
Iran's transit Italypoised tobroadeningand
route to Armenia, enhancingartistic-cultural
relationsafterthe coronavirus
Azerbaijan pandemic.
alP Cultural Attaché of Italian
Tehran, Islamab. Embassy in the Islamic
urged tolaunchjoint aRfE‘:Eh.C of Iran said, “We
ying to form a new
bank

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

o round ofartisticand cultural

cooperationbetween the two
countries of Iran and Italy
afterthe coronavirus global
pandemicin cooperationwith

05:10:05 active cultural and artistic
Noon call to prayer : complexes such as Niavaran
11:48:00 Cultural Complex.”Speaking

Evening call to prayer:

17:20:52

WEATHER

High:13°¢c

Low:-2°

inhisvisitto Niavaran Cultural
Complexand 11th National
Biennial of Contemporary
[ranian Ceramic Arton Sat.,
Ms. Yaroslava Romanova
First Secretary and Cultural
and Press Attaché of Italian
Embassy to Tehran said, “We
welcome the cooperation
and collaboration of Niavaran
Cultural Complexinorganizing
artisticand cultural events.”

minimumloss.Sinceits outbreakin December 2019, the coronavirus pandemichaskilled over 1,300,000
peopleworldwide whilethe number ofthe dead inIranhas passed 40,000.
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Official terms developing economic ties
with neighbors as key tofight sanctions

Cuomo Says Trump Is'Incompetent’, 'Trrelevant’
after Vaccine Threat

Gov. Andrew Cuomo hitbackat US President Donald Trump

Friday eveningafter he threatened to withhold a forthcoming

COVID19-vaccine from New Yorkers, calling the president

incompetent, delusional and retaliatory.

“The presidentlost New York State in the
electionbyahuge margin. You have New
York prosecutors who are investigating
the president for tax fraud,” Cuomo told
MSNBC’s Katy Tur. “Thisis hisissue. It’s
his credibility issue. It’s the fear that he
politicized the health process of this
nation, whichisawell-founded fear”
More than 50 percent of Americans in
various polls said they worried aboutthe
efficacy ofarushed COVID-19 vaccine
under the Trump administration, which
Cuomo said has bullied scientists and
other public health officials, Politico
reported.

“Who’sgoingto putaneedleintheirarmif
youdon'ttrustthe approval process of the
vaccine?” Cuomo said to CNN’s WolfBlitzer.
New Yorkis one of ahandful of states to
institute panels toreview FDA protocol
asvaccines are made public. Once vaccine
candidates can beindependently verified
for safety, Cuomo — along with governors
instatessuchas California, Nevada, Oregon
and Washington — will “build confidence
inpeople” togetinoculated againstthe
novel coronavirus.

“We areready to distribute it,” he said
on CNN. “The only problem could be ifa
scientific panel from my state or one of the
other statesreviewed the FDA approval
processand said somethingwas wrong.”
Despite those concernsin other states,
Trump singled out Cuomo at his press
briefing Friday. Cuomo, a personal friend
of President-electJoe Biden, has grown
increasingly vituperative in his attacks on
Trump inrecentmonths and the president
hasrespondedinkind.

“As soon as April the vaccine will be

availabletothe entire general population,
with the exception of placeslike New York
state where, for political reasons, the
governor decided to say — [ don’tthinkit’s
good politically, [ thinkit'svery bad froma
health standpoint — he wants to take his
time with the vaccine,” Trump said in his
first publicremarks since his defeat. “He
doesn'ttrust where the vaccine’s coming
from.”

Cuomo said the president was targeting
him due to personal and political spats
they have had over the pastfouryears, such
asdisagreements onimmigration policy
and the federal governmentdeclining to
fund badly needed infrastructure projects
intheregion.

“That’s been his M.0.,” Cuomo said.
“Everything is personal with this
president. There can’tbe adisagreement
onprinciple,and heretaliates. Heuses the
governmentas aretaliatory tool. That's
whathedoes.”

New York Attorney General Tish James
alsoweighed in on Trump’s threat with
anassertion of her own, vowing to sue
the federal governmentif New York was
somehow left out of the distribution
process.

“This is nothing more than vindictive
behaviorbyalame-duck presidenttrying
to (take) vengeance on those who oppose
his politics,” she said in a statement. “If
dissemination of the vaccine takes place
inthe twilightofa Trump Administration
and the presidentwants to play gameswith
people’slives, we will sueand we will win.”
Cuomodismissed Trump’sinvolvement
with distributing a vaccine, which is
unlikely to be available before Biden’s
inaugurationon]Jan. 20.

“The federal government on COVID has
beenveryshortondetails,and has frankly
beenincompetentintheadministration,”
Cuomo saidon MSNBC. "(He’s) irrelevant
because I thinkitwill fall to theJoe Biden
administration.”

Trustin Vaccines Vital to Halting Pandemic:

WHO

Astheworld celebrates advancesinvaccines against the novel

coronavirus, atop WHO expert warned that public distrust

risked rendering even the most effective treatments useless

againstthe pandemic.

"A vaccine that sits in a freezer or in a
refrigerator or onashelfand doesn'tget
usedis doingnothingto help shorten this
pandemic,” Kate O'Brien, director of the
World Health Organization's immunization
department,saidinaninterviewwith AFP.
US pharmaceutical giant Pfizer and its
German partner BioNTech announced
Monday thattheir prospective vaccine had
proven 90 percent effective in preventing
COVID-19infectionsin ongoing final phase
trialsinvolvingmore than40,000 people.
O'Brien hailed the interim results as
"extremely important”,and voiced hope
thatpreliminary datafrom ahandful of other
candidate vaccines in similarly advanced
trialswould come through soon.

Ifthe complete datashowthat"one ormore
ofthesevaccines hasvery, very substantial
efficacy, thatisreally good news for putting
anothertoolinthe toolbox" for fighting the
pandemic, she said.

Butwith the pandemic continuingto surge
afteralready claiming some 1.3 millionlives,
shevoiced deep concernatgrowingsigns of
vaccine hesitancy, with misinformation and
mistrustcoloring people's acceptance of
scientificadvances.

"Wearenotgoingtobe successfulasaworld
in controlling the pandemic with the use of
vaccinesasone ofthe toolsunlesspeopleare
willingto getvaccinated,” O'Briensaid.

More needed to be done to boost public
"confidenceinthe factthatthevaccinesthat
WHOisinvolvedin evaluating, we willnotbe
compromisingonsafety orefficacy," she said.
O'Brien acknowledged that there were a
number of outstanding questionsaboutthe
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine candidate and its
peers,includinghowlongprotection against
theviruswould last.

Andwhile the vaccine candidates are being
tested for how effectively and safely they
protectpeople fromdevelopingthe disease, it
remainsunclear whethertheyactually avert
asymptomaticinfectionand transmission of
thevirus.

Abigquestion, shesaid, is: "doesitchange
your likelihood of transmitting to anybody
else?"

Despite the remaining questions, the WHO
isbetting on one or more vaccines winning
approval soon, followed by arapid scale-up
of productionand distribution.
Anticipating the huge demand for any
approved vaccine, the UN health agencyhas
helped create the so-called Covax facility to
ensure equitable distribution.

Buteven with gargantuan efforts, itwill take
awhile before there are enough doses for
everyone,and the WHO hassetoutguidelines
forhowto prioritize the distribution.

"The goal hereisthatevery country should
be able to immunize 20 percent of their
populationbytheend of2021," 0'Briensaid.
That, she said, would go a long way to
providing protection to healthcare workers
and the mostvulnerable populations, as
wellasthose essential to keeping societies
running, like teachers.

Afterthat, how quickly everyone else could
accessavaccine would largely depend on
which country they live in, and whether
their governmenthad made dealstoaccess
vaccinesthatobtainapproval.

"Wewould expectmanymore dosesin2022,"
O'Briensaid.

Meanwhile, the logistical challenges of
gettingapprovedvaccines outtobillionswho
needitare daunting, from manufacturingto
ensuring the transportation and storage at
the extremelylow temperatures some of the
candidatesrequire.

"Avaccine thatis highly efficacious and is
safe...Stillis only valuable fora publichealth
impactifitactually gets to the people that
itneeds to protect and is used widely in
populations,” O'Briensaid.
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