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US sanctions hampered

Iran from combating
COVID-19: Oil minister

[ranian Petroleum Minister Bijan Zangeneh said on
Thursday sanctions imposed by the United States
have hampered Iran from combating COVID-19.The

sanctionsand deprivingIran of oil revenues caused
Iranto facedifficulties in dealingwith the pandemic,
Zangeneh pointed out.The US government is
responsible for the daily deaths of over 400 people
inIran due to the deadly virus, he noted.Earlier
today Iranian Health Ministry spokeswoman
Sima Sadat Lari said that some 457 peoplein Iran
have died asaresultofthe coronavirus disease
over the past24 hours. The outbreak of dangerous
coronavirus (COVID-19) has been affecting the
world foranumber of monthsrequiringa collective
campaign ofthe international community to thwart
the threat posed to humanity by the pandemic.

Chicken Exports Banned
to Avert Domestic
Shortage

The ministries ofagriculture and industries have
reached an agreement to ban chicken exports
toboostsupply inthe domestic marketand help
keep prices in check. Earlier this year, due to
overproduction, the country temporarily reduced
chicken export duty, resulting in the outflow of
mostofthe country’s poultry outputand increasing
domestic prices, IRNAreported. Iran’s poultry
farmers have the potential to boost exports to
500,000 tons of meat peryear, butfactors such as
USsanctionsand afeed shortage remain the biggest
obstacles,according to Poultry World.

Gov't Buys 7% More
Wheat From Local
FarmersThis Year

The Government Trading Corporation hasbought
8.22 million tons of wheat worth 207.8 trillion
rials ($755 million) from local farmers across the
countryinthe currentfiscal year (started March
20),whichindicatesa 7% increase compared with
the similar period of lastyear.Khuzestan with 1.2
million tons, Fars with911,000 tonsand Golestan
with 820,000 tons topped the list of provinces
fromwhere the grain wasbought.GTCis the lever
for enforcing market controls and in charge of
maintainingasupply of wheat, rice, cookingoiland
meatforthe country’s strategicreserve of essential
goods.Close to 2 million hectares of wheat farms
(one-third) inIranareirrigated and 4.05 million
hectares (two-thirds) are rain-fed, according to
Esmaeil Esfandiyarpour, the official in charge of
the “Wheat Project”—the government program
topurchase the crop from farmersataguaranteed
price.

CBI Optimistic About
Lower Forex Rates

Foreign exchangeratesincreased again Monday,
with the dollarrecording gains for the second day
inarow. The Central Bank of Iran, however, said
itexpects further decline inrates. The dollar was
quoted at 266,000 rials Monday in Tehran’s open
market or up 4.88% compared with Sunday's
close.Ithadlost9.3% on Saturday following the
election victory of DemocratJoe Biden in the US
presidential elections. Likewise, the euro gained
4.11%t0313,470rials. The European currency fell
t0293,430rials on Saturday afteritlosing 9.4%,
Eghtesad newsreported.

PublicRelations: 031-32274754

Iran's 'T'A with EAEU to boost country's

regional trade

[ran is slated to host an economic gathering of

Eurasian countriesthismonthinanefforttocounter
Washington’sunlawfulsanctions.

In an effort to

m

improve its
Isrnl'ln“ team-up with
NEws the sprawling
intercontinental

NEWS

EEE expanse against
: )

Washington’s
unlawful and one-sided
sanctions, Iranis slated
to host an economic
gathering of Eurasian
countries this month.
Theupcoming meeting
is to be held in the
northern Iranian port
city of Bandar Anzali
on November 17 by the
Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) whichis
keen on paving the way
forregional economic
integration that offers
freemovementofgoods,
services, capital, and
labor.

This international
body is also trying
to putits spotlighton
the geopolitical role
played by free economic
zones in the progress
oftiesamong Eurasian
countries.

For sure the Eurasian
regionislooked uponas
the platform thathelps
openup Iran’seconomy
to counter the US’s
sanctions.

According to Yahya
Rahim Safavi as head
of Iran's Geopolitics
Association, utilizingthe
economiccapacitiesand
transitcorridorsoflran
whichisbeingprovided
by the Caspian Sea’s
maritime countries,
the Islamic Republic
was tapping into two
strategic  channels
of international
interaction and
cooperation.

This eastward channel
is passing through

the littoral states
connectingIranto China
via Central Asia, while
a westward one links
the Islamic Republic
to Russia, Kazakhstan,
Belarus, Kyrgyzstan,and
Armenia.

According to Iranian
officials, hosting the
EAEU meeting will
indicate that the
enemies' strategy of
maximum pressure and
oppressive sanctions

against Tehran is
doomed to failure.
In the meantime,

inside the EAEU, Iran
plays a crucial role by
serving as a “transit
crossroads” linking
southernand northern
Eurasian states and
creating a parallel link
between the eastern
and western parts of the
intercontinental sphere.
Experts believe that
Iran'scollaboration with
the EAEU and expansion
oftrade and economic
relations with the
Union member states
is an effective pathway
tothwartthe US unjust
sanctions.
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Accordingtotherecent TradeAgreement(FTA)

announcement of the
EAEU, amid the grave
situation formed by the
Covid-19 pandemicin
theregionand the entire
world, Iranian trade

withthe EAEUisonthe
growingtrend.
The figure shows

thatthe Iranian trade
with the EAEU has
increased to two billion
dollars, indicating a
2% surge over the past
eight months of 2020
compared to the same
periodin2019.

The EAEU Commission
said that a part of the
increase in trade has
been due to Iran’s

import of farming
products by $230
milliondollars.

It added that raw
materials of farming
products and food are
ontop ofthe exports of
EAEU toIran with $939
million. They are 80% of
the exporttoIran.
Inturn, Iran’s exportto
the EAEUmemberswas
$575 million of fruits
and dried fruits.

On 28 October 2019,
Iran formally became
part of an initial Free

with the EAEU. The
agreement means that
Iranian producers and
exporters will be able
to export their goods
under lesser tariffs,
leaving a higher profit
margin for them.
Undoubtedly, the
agreement between
Iranand the EAEUisa
testfor evaluatinghow
much Tehran's trade
infrastructure isready
to cooperate with the
world.

And such evaluation will
help find obstacles to
economicrelationsin
ordertoremove them.
Since Iran is under
arbitrary sanctionsand
Europe could not fulfill
its commitments to the
Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action due to
Washington's pressure
onthestatesrespecting
the UN  Security
Council Resolution
2231, therefore, all-
out cooperation with
EAEU will provide Iran
with considerable
opportunities to
enhanceregional trade
andincreaseits non-oil
exports.
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What's News

22nd GECF
Annual
Ministerial
Meeting wraps

upwork

The 22nd annual
ministerial meeting
ofthe Gas Exporting
Countries  Forum
(GECF) wrapped up
its work on Friday
with the issuance of
astatement through
videoconference.
The meeting was
attended by oil and

energy  ministers
and high-ranking
officials from

countries including
Algeria, Bolivia, Egypt,
Equilateral Guinea,
Islamic Republic of
Iran, Libya, Nigeria,
Qatar, Russia, Trinidad
and Tobago and
Venezuelaas well as
Angola, Azerbaijan,
Iraq, Malaysia and
Norwayas observers.
At this meeting,
current dynamics
in gasindustry were
evaluated and itwas
emphasized  that
foundations that will
lead to the expected
growth of natural gas
in the world energy
basket will remain
unchanged.

From among fossil
fuels,naturalgasisone
ofthe fastestgrowing
in the world and
will become a major
resourceinthe global
energy basketby the
middle of the century,
increasing its share
from current 23% to
28%.

In addition, it was
emphasized  that
natural gas continues
tosupportsustainable
development and
reduce pollution of
energysystems.

The Assembly of Gas
Exporting Countries
also stressed
resilience of member
countries in their

NO 628 Solution: NO 627 | News | efforts to ensure
the  unrestricted
2 8 9 . performance of
Russiatoresume free and flexible gas
ﬂ_ightsto Iran T markets and the
Russian national airline uninterrupted supply
Aeroflotwill resume direct to customers despite
flights between Tehranand numerous challenges
Moscow on November 18. and declining
Thefirstflightofthe Russian revenues.
airline will start from The 22nd annual

ministerial meeting

Wednesday nextweekfrom Mahan Airlines currently

Imam Khomeini Airportto fliesto Tehran, Moscow and ofthe Gas Exporting
Moscow's Sheremetyevo viceversaon Thursdays. Countries  Forum
International Airport. Aeroflotis the flag carrier (GECF) kicked off on
Accordingto the Russian and largest airline of the Thursday under the

rotating Presidency
of Algeria’s minister
of energy, Abdelmajid
Attar.

airline, flights from Tehran
to Moscow are operated
two days a week (Sunday
and Wednesday) by Russian
Sukhoi aircraft.

Russian Federation. The
airlinewas foundedin 1923,
making Aeroflot one of the
oldestactiveairlinesin the
world.
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Adhering to intl.
obligations, Iran’s
expectation from

Us
Iranian Vice-President
for Legal Affairs

Laya Joneydi said
that adherence to
the international
commitmentsisIran’s
expectation from the
new USadministration.
Speaking in her
meeting with the
newly-appointed
Norwegian envoy to
the Islamic Republic
oflran Sigvald Hauge
onThu,Joneydistated,
“Islamic  Republic
of Iran expects the
United States new
administration
to comply with
the international
obligations and
also expects the
Europe to strive for
strengthening trade
and economicrelations
and also bilateral
and multilateral
cooperation.”

While emphasizing
the depth and history
of friendly relations
between the two
countries, thetwosides
also exchanged their
views on the common
concerns and joint
cooperation between
Iranand Norway.
Future of Joint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) in
new international
environment,
obstacles of Iran’s
access to Financial
Action Task Force
(FATF), cooperating
inthe fightagainstthe
novel coronavirus,
COVID-19, and also
counteringthe climate
change were of the
main topicsdiscussed
between the two sides.
Newly-appointed
Norwegian envoy to
the Islamic Republic
of Iran, for his part,
emphasized the great
history of Iranian
civilization and
culture and called
Iran as a great and
importantcountryin
internationallevel.
Norway  attaches
great importance to
its relation with the
Islamic Republic of
Iran, the envoyadded.
“We are closely
following up the
developmentsrelated
to Iran’snuclear deal
(JCPOA) and hope to
see a breakthrough
in these matters
by returning to
internationallaw and
custom, headded.
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Returnof UStoJCPOA,
greatfear of certain
regional states

Joe Biden's victory in US presidential elections held on
November 3 and his possible return to the 2015 nuclear
dealisanimportantfear of certain regional countries, an
international relations professorannounced on Thursday.
Mehran Kamrava- Professor and Director of Center for
International and Regional Studies (CIRS) of Georgetown
University School of Foreign Service in Qatar- made the
remarksinan exclusive interview with IRNA.

Iran’s supportfor Palestine ‘amatter of

faith’

AbouttheimpactofDonald Trump's presidential defeat on
the Middle East developments, Kamrava said Persian Gulf
littoral states, including Saudi Arabia, have beenamong the
lastcountries which congratulated Biden on his victory.
Regional countries see Biden's foreign policies as those
being followed by the former US president Barack Obama,
henoted.

ItwasatObama'stenure thatIranandthe six world powers-
US, UK, France, China, Russiaand Germany- reached a
landmarknuclear agreementin July 2015, the agreement
from which the United States during Trump's presidency
withdrew unilaterallyin My 2018.

Experts believe that Biden's victory means return of

Obama's tenure and ease of
tensions between Washington
and Tehran.

As Kamrava says, anyone
whether Trump or Biden that
wants to return to the Iran
Deal or holds talks with Iran
hasadifficult path ashe cannot
be indifferent to Arab states or
Israel.

Improvement in Tehran-Washington
relations will make Arabs normalize ties with
Iran, the professor stressed.

NEWS

Intelligence Ministrybusts

Asenior member of Hamas Islamic Resistance

Movementsaidthe martyrdom of General Soleimani

indicated thatIran's support for Palestine and

theideals ofthe Palestinian peopleis notpolitical

hypocrisybutafirmbelief.

Inaninterview
acopy of which
was delivered
to Mehr News
English desk,
Mahmoud al-
Zahar hailed
Iran’s longstanding for
the oppressed people of
Palestine, saying thatthe
martyrdom of the Iranian
anti-terror commander
showedIran’struebeliefin hand, the

NEWS

resistance of the Quds Force. The struggles,youare one of

ringleader of ASM LA terror
group

Iranianintelligence forces have arrested aleader of
the separatist group Arab Struggle Movement for
the Liberation of Ahwaz (ASMLA), whichisregarded
asaterroristorganization by Iran.Inastatementon
Wednesday, the Intelligence Ministry announced that
“Farajollah-Chaab”, theleader ofthe Harakatal-Nidhal
al-Arabi (Arab Struggle Movement for the Liberation
of Ahvaz) hasbeenarrested.Heisresponsible for the
bloodyterroristattackinSeptember2018in Ahvaz.The
statementalsosaid thattheleader ofthe separatistgroup,
whohadplanned several otherlarge-scale operationsin
Tehranand Khuzestaninrecentyears,hasbeen planning
anewterrroristoperation.“This terroristgroup, which
isdirectly supported by the Saudiintelligence services
and the Zionistregime; hasbeen managing terrorist
operationsinIrandespite theissuance ofinternational
orders for the group'sleaders,” itadded.“The main

resistance againsttyrants.
Here is the text of his
interview:

How do you evaluate
the activities of the
International Resistance
Film Festival, and to what
extent can this festival be
relevanttotheissueofthe
Palestinianissue?
Sinceartandliteratureare
vital factorsininforming
people, the books, films
and other cultural tools
are a very important
factor in challenging
unsuccessful efforts such
as the normalization of
relations with the Zionists
againstPalestine and the
Islamic Ummah toreject
theresistance and remove
Iran from its relations
and reduce its power.
In such circumstances,
such a festival could
play a decisive role in
forging unity among
the components of the
resistance in Syria,
Lebanon, the Gaza
Strip, and especially in
Hezbollah and Hamas.
It should be noted that
cultural tools have a
very high impact on
military resistance and
can somehow act as a
supporter. On the other

must be developed and
manifested inall political,
literary and media fields.
How do you evaluate the
currentdevelopmentsin
Iran-Hamasrelations?
Accordingtothe policies of
the tenth governmentand
afterthe 2005 elections of
the municipalitiesand the
Legislative Council and
the gaining of the majority
of votes by Hamas, the
relations between Iran
and Hamas reached the
highestlevel.

The section on "Martyrs
ofthe Resistance" will be
held at 16th International
Resistance Film Festival
to honor the martyr
Soleimani. Whateffectdid
this great martyr have on
the Gaza Strip during his
struggles against global
arroganceand the support
for the Palestinian people
and the Palestine cause?
There is no doubt that
Martyr Soleimani was
one of the men who,
because of his belief in
life after death, did not
shy away from jihad for
theliberation of Palestine
and always believed in
thenecessity ofliberating
Palestine; This beliefcan
bewellseeninthenaming

martyrdom of this great
man showed thatIran's
support for Palestine
and the aspirations ofthe
Palestinian peopleisnot
political hypocrisy buta
firmbelief.Thope thatthe
Quds Force will continue
to take this path so that
Iran and Palestine can
change the geopolitics of
theregion afterliberation.
Zionist institutions are
working to implement
the plan to annex the
Palestinian territories
from the occupied West
Bank. Whatis the position
of the Arab countries
towards the increase of
Israel's influence after
the "Deal of Century" and,
of course, the position of
Hamasonthisissue?

The Zionists and the
United States have
withdrawn at this stage
ofthe accession project
because it will greatly
affect the Arab, Islamic,
African, Asian and Latin
American groups, butthis
withdrawalisashorttime
issue and they will never
abandonitasone oftheir
projects. How the process
goes, will be depended
largely onthe USelection.
In addition to political

the pillars of resistance
literature in Palestine.
What is the role of
literature and artin foiling
the enemy'splots?
A-Throughout history,
literature and art have
been able to create and
formulate publicideasand
perspectives for people
and to create a public
understanding of topics.
These two categories
are accelerating factors
in the emergence and
even decline of countries;
But it should be noted
thatliterature andart, in
addition to influencing
human virtues, also
have a dark aspect, and
ifthey areinthe service
ofimpure thought, they
canlead society to false
norms and beliefs; That
iswhyitis necessaryto
create conceptssuch as
resistance literature,
resistance cinema or
resistance films. On the
otherhand, there are many
screenplays on the subject
of Palestine that should
be turned into glorious
films thatshow therole of
Palestine ontheresistance
frontinthe form of serious
support.

perpetrator ofthebloodyterroristattackin Ahvazisnow
inthehands ofthe Ministry of Intelligence; he also has
givendetails of otherterroristand bloody operations of
thisgroup.”

Duringamilitary parade in September 2018 in the
southwesterncity of Ahvaz, gunmenopened fire on people
frombehind aviewingstandkillingover 25 and injuring
morethan60.

New IAEA report proves Iran’s

continued cooperation

Iran’s permanent representative to Vienna-based
international organizations says the newreportbythe
International Atomic Energy Agency proves Tehran'’s
continued cooperationwith the UN’snuclearwatchdog.
Speakingtoreporterson Wednesday, Kazem Gharibabadi
said the new report shows the IAEA’s continued
verification ofthe country'snuclear program.

The diplomatnoted thatbased onthereport, Iranhas
exported more than 2.2 tons of its heavy waterand also
utilized 1.3 tonsinlinewithitsresearchand development
activities, in addition to heavy water production and
storage.The Islamic Republic of Iran has continued its
uranium enrichmentactivitiesin Natanzand Fordow
sites, usingnewmachines,and enrichinguraniumup to
4.5% purity, whichisbeyond the 3.67%limitsetinthe
nuclearagreement, Gharibabadisaid.Headded, thatthe
reportalso pointsto Iran'srecentdecision torelocate
itsR&D centrifugesunderground in Natanzand states
thatthe countryhasdeclareditwill consider safeguard
requirements."The IAEAreporthasannounced the
amountoflran'suraniumreservesisabout?2,442.9kg
asof November 2, whichis equal to about 3,600 kg of
low-enriched uranium," the Iranian diplomatsaid.He
alsopointed tothereport'sreferencetotheresultsofthe
IAEA'sinspection ofone ofthe country’ssitesin2018,and
said thatdespite thedifferencesinIran’stechnical views
withthelAEA, interactionsinthatareaarestill ongoing
betweenthetwosideswiththeaimofresolvingtheissue.

Biden’sreturntoJCPOAIn
Pakistan'sinterest: PM Imran

Prime Minister of Pakistansaysheis waitingtoseethe White House's
future policy towards Iran, the Middle Eastand the subcontinent,
addingthatifJoe BidendecidestoreturntotheJoint Comprehensive
PlanofAction (JCPOA) itwould bein Pakistan'sinterest.

Imran Khan duringinaninterview with a Pakistaninews channel
GNN stronglybelievedifthe UScomesbacktotheJCPOAitwould open
new opportunitiesforenhancingtradebetween Iranand Pakistan.
"Americansocietyis dividedand we have to seehow their politicians
handlethissituationinpostelection period,"he said.

Imran Khanwas ofthe view thatthe US policy on Afghanistanand
leavingthe countrywillnotchangein futureas "webelieve thatthe
Republicans or Democrats wanta political solution to the Afghan
crisis”.

Hesaidwhatisimportantforusisthatwouldbethepolicy ofthe future
USadministration towards the developmentsinthe subcontinent,
Kashmirissues, Iranand Zionistregime.
**Biden'sreturnto]CPOAin Pakistan'sinterest

The Pakistani prime minister describing Trump's policies on Middle
Eastissues,includingIranand Zionistregimeas controversial said

ifJoe BidentoreturnstotheJCPOAitwould bein Pakistan’sinterest.
“Trump's opposition tothe outcome of the presidential electionand
his supportfromthe people clearly shows the divisionin American
society,"henoted.

Hesaid: "Itremains to be seen whatthe future policy of the United
States will be, whether they will be inclined towards the Zionist
regime, thisisthemainissue."

ImranKhan,whohosted the Foreign Minister ofthe IslamicRepublic
ofIran, Mohammad Javad Zarif, in Islamabad yesterday said: It
remains to be seen whether Biden will follow Trump's policy or
Barack Obamaand comes backs to the JCPOA from which Trump
withdrew.

Hestressed: "Biden'sreturn to the JCPOA will help us to expand
bilateral trade cooperationwith Iran.

**Arab pressure on Pakistan to normalize relations with Zionist
regime

Regardinglslamabad'sapproachtoestablishrelationsbythe UAEand
Bahrainwith Zionistregime Zionistregime, Imran Khanreiterated
Pakistan's strongstance againstthe conspiracyand his support for
theliberation ofthe Palestinian territories.

Headded: We cannoteventhinkofnormalizingrelations with Zionist
regimeasitis contrary to the principle of the founder of Pakistan

Muhammad

AliJinnahashealwaysstressed that
therightsofthe Palestinian people mustbe guaranteed.
When asked whether Islamabad was under pressure fromnon-
Muslim countries or some Arab Muslim countries to normalize
relations with Zionistregime, the Prime Minister responded in
affirmative, howeverrefused tonamethose countries.
“Some things cannotbe said and should be ignored. We have good
relations with some ofthese countriesand we donotwanttoupset
them," hesaid.



Official says Iranis aleading country in sharing
scientificfindings

Iranisaleading countryinscience production and sharing scientific findings,
according to Parviz Karami, an official with the Scientific and Technological
Department ofthe Presidential Office.Karami made the remarks in an exclusive
interviewwith IRNA correspondenton the occasion of World Science Day for Peaceand
Development.Based onreportsbymajorsources, Iran’sworld rankinginscience production

hasimproved from 52ndin 2005 to 15thin2019, the official said. He said thatin most scientificfieldsaswell

20000 Rials

asinemergingtechnologies, Iranisthe number one countryin the region.Noting thatIran’sworld ranking
inthe mentioned fieldsis single-digit, Karamisaid that Iran ranks fourth in nanotechnology, seventh in
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biotechnology, ninthinaerospace,andsixthinstem cell technology globally.
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Iran’s supportfor
Palestine ‘amatter

news

of faith’
Iranian film to be
Biden’s return screened at Torino
. film festival

toJCPOAIn [ran-Germany co-
Pakistan's production ‘ExtraSauce’,
. directed by Iranian
interest B filmmaker Alireza
o Ghasemi,willtake partin
US sanctions the 38theditionof Torino

hampel'ed Iran Film Festivalin Italy.
. ‘Extra Sauce’ is about
ﬁ‘OIllCOmbatlng Hans, a mediocre

COVIDI19-

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:

heartbroken  actor,
o who is greeted by an
Angel of Death after
attempting to take
his life an hour before

05:09:19 his play's premiere. A
Noon call to prayer: sarcastic dark humor
11:47:49 conversationbeginsas

. 1 Hanstriestoconvincethe
Ev'em.ng cell o ayer] Angel thathe should be
17:21:23 broughtbacktotheworld

WEATHER

High:14°¢c
Low:-2%

of the living while the
Angel enjoys delicious
cheeseburgers and
lemonade and gives the
actorrelationshipadvice.
Thisyear’sedition ofthe
festival willbe held from
November20-28.

Iran's F'T'A with EAEU to boost
country's regional trade o

Trump virus more lethal than COVIDI19-: Iran
OPECgovernor

Iran’s OPEC governor says the impact of the economic

terrorismimposed by Donald Trump Administration on Iran

was more severe to its gas production than the coronavirus

pandemic.

Addressingavirtual Ministerial Roundtable
ahead ofthe 22nd Ministerial Meeting of the Gas
Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) athis Tehran
office on Wednesday evening, Amir Hossein
Zamaniniasaid, “lwould say thattheverymeeting
thatwe have through video conferenceis the
antithesis of our fossil fuel market expansion. By
havingthis meeting on video conference, more
than 200 carsdid notdrivetoairports,morethan
2000r300ticketswere not purchased; planes
didnotflyfromallacrosstheworld to Algeriaand
didnotcomeback; and thatisthe definition ofa
newnormal”

“Thisisaveryinteresting term to me, the new
normal; you're learning new things, new way
of doing business more efficiently, perhaps
withmore consideration for the environment
and alsorecognizingtherole oftechnology in
ourbusiness,” the official, whoisalsoanad-hoc
memberofthe executiveboard of GECF, said.
“Now,asfarasIranisconcerned,coronavirushad
lessimpacton ourgasbusiness than the Donald
Trumpvirusin2018,”Zamaniniaadded, saying:
“We gotused toviruses and coronavirus did not
reduce our production, [ mean, gas production.
Now, we produce close toabillion cubicmeters
ofgasaday; unfortunately, we consumeitlikea
hungry man domestically. About95% of our 80
million population have access to piped gasin
theirhomes, eveninremoteareas. Butthesilver
lining for the Trump Virus forus or the sanctions
againstusisthatweareincreasinglylearningto
decouple ournational economy fromrevenues
offossilfuels.”

He furtherseconded remarks by the Secretary-
General of the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) Mohammed Sanusi
Barkindoregardingrecovery underwayin the
gasmarket, saying, “We think thattherecovery
willtake place even though ataslowerrate than

expected inthe past. Asfarasweinlranare
concerned, the COVID-19 hasinflicted a great
tollonus.”
Over400peoplelosetheirlivesinIranbecause
of COVID-19, said Zamaninia, whoisalsodeputy
[ranian petroleum minister for international
affairsandtrade. Closeto 10,000 people are
afflicted with this coronavirusinIran every day
whichispartly theresultof plummetingincome
forthecountry,headded.

“Now, the sanctions have ripped us off, have
deprived us ofhundreds of billions of dollars of
income foradeveloping country with 80 million
population,and thathas somewhatcompromised
ourhealthservicestoattendtothe peoplewhoget
afflicted with COVID-19.Now, the combination of
thesanctionsand COVID-19 hasresulted in this
tragicfigure of400 people dead every day.”
“Now, globally speaking, taking after the
Secretary-General, his Excellency, Mr. Barkindo,
weremain hopeful. We remain hopeful that
recovery willtake place, if notinthe mid-term,
inthelongterm. Asaglobal gas outlook study
pointed out,in 2050 itisanticipated that the
share of gas will be somewherearound 28%
comparedto23%today. Therefore,wedoremain
hopefuland wethinkthatthe change of consumer
behavioralsowill workto the benefitof market
expansion.”

The yearly Ministerial Meeting of the Gas
Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) takes place
on 12 Novemberundertherotating Presidency
ofthe Democratic People’s Republic of Algeria.
Themeeting,anditsrelated events, will convene
virtually owingto the COVID-19 pandemic.

The 22nd Ministerial Meeting will discuss the
currentissuesrelated tothe gasindustryandits
interconnected domains ofgeopolitics,economy,
and sustainability. Esteemed Ministers from the
20-member grouping willalsoaddressthe key
agendaitems of membership expansion,annual
budget, thenew GECF Award, and the 6th GECF
Gas Summitof Heads of State and Government,
scheduledfor2021.

Inaddition, theflagship publications ofthe GECE
Annual Short-Term Gas Market Reportand the
Global Gas Outlook 2050, willbereviewed, while
the Annual Statistical Bulletinwillbeunveiled.

Can Biden pick up the pieces of global trade after

Trump's grueling tariff wars?

When President-elect]oe Biden takes over the White House in

January, he will face a global economy thathas fundamentally

shifted over the last four yearsin partbecause of President

Donald Trump's grueling trade war with China. Butwhile Biden's

rhetoricabout Beijingappears cool, retailers who have been

hammered by import tariffs aren't expecting a sea change in

policy.

"I think President Biden is going to be
tough on China — but maybe a different
kind of tough," said Stephen Lamar, CEO
of the American Apparel & Footwear
Association,anindustry trade group. "We
thinkthe administrationis goingtobe more
predictableandless chaoticthan whatwe've
seenoverthelastfouryears."

Trump made being tough on China a
cornerstone ofhis foreign policy, accusing
the country of intellectual property theft
and currency manipulation to gain an unfair
competitiveadvantage ininternational trade,
while issuingtit-for-tattrade rhetoric over
Twitter. As the administrationrolled out
fourtarifftranches on aluminum, steel and
household goods to pursue "America first"
production policies, retailers scrambled to
reconfigure their supply chainsand export
manufacturingto countries outside China.
The toymaker Hasbro said lastyear thatthe
amountofgoodsitproducedin Chinacould
drop toabout50 percentby the end of this
yearas aresultoftariffs. Williams-Sonoma
and PVH Corp., which owns brands such
as Van Heusen, Tommy Hilfiger and Calvin
Klein, both said they would dramatically
reduce their share of China-sourced goods
by 2020.Abercrombie & Fitch saidit planned
toreduceits Chinese imports by 40 percent
by the end 0f2019. The companies moved a
majority oftheirmanufacturingto countries
such as Vietnam, India and Mexico, with a
smaller share movingto the U.S. to mitigate
tariff costs.

"This year [sourcing] will be around 50
percent out of China," Hasbro CEO Brian
Goldnertold investorsinJune. About 20

percentofrevenueinthe U.S.comesfrom U.S.-
made products, while theremaining products
aremadeinIndia, Vietnam, Ireland and other
marketsaround the world, hesaid.
Hasbrois "continuingtolookatjustwhat's
therightsize for the China footprintas we
continuetolookatglobal demandand global
sourcing," he said.

Butwhereas Trump's "goitalone" strategy
to decrease the country's dependence on
Chinaresultedin chaos, Biden's "Made in
America" planleans on multilateral alliances
to bring critical supply chains back to the
U.S.He promises toinvest $400 billion in
procurement measures to boost domestic
manufacturingand to pour $300 billioninto
researchand development.

Bidenwon'trule outnew tariffs, buthe would
likely "use tariffs when they're needed but
backed byastrategyandaplan,” Tony Blinken,
aformer Obama adviser —who isbeing
touted asapossible secretary of state in the
newadministration —said in September.
Afteryears ofuncertainty, and still under
the grip of an economy thrashed by a
global pandemic, retailers welcomed the
stability that might come with a Biden
administration's cooling trade tensions
internationally. And after two years of
overhauling their supply chains, itis that
unlikely retailers would welcome another
dramatic"Everyoneinretail, and franklymost
ofthe U.S.economy, including farmers and
exporters and manufacturing, will benefit
fromade-escalation oftrade tensionsaround
theworld," said David French, senior vice
presidentof governmentrelations for the
National Retail Federation, aretailindustry
trade group.Box CEO Aaron Levie tweeted
Saturday after Biden emerged as the victor
inthe presidential race: "Thisis great for
American competitiveness. While there's
nothingmagical Biden cando, that'sthe point.
Businesses need marketstability,global trade
relationsthatdon'tchange onawhim, talent
from everywhere,long-range planning,anda
lackof constantdistractions."
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