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NEWS

Diplomat:

Indian companies
dreaming about restarting
Iran oil imports

Anlraniandiplomatsays Indian companiesare
eager toresume oilimports from Iran.
Speakinginaninterview with The Hindu, Iran’s
Deputy Chiefof Missionin India Masoud Rezvanian
answered a host of questions, including the
future of Iran-India oil cooperationin case the US
administrationis changed and sanctionsrelaxed.
“Well, thisis essentially a commercial decision
aswellasapolitical one. We believe thatIran’s
proximity to India makes the best sense for the
Indian market. Because of our close relations, we
used tosell our crude oil to India on credit, so India
could processand evenresellit,and pay usintime,”
Rezvaniansaid.

“Shorttime of 7 to 8 days for crude oil delivery
toIndian portsisalso somethingunique which
givesadequate assurance on availability and
accessibility of oil resources. In addition, as
we used the Rupee mechanism, the money we
received from India was used to purchase goods
from India. market, and so it benefited much of
Indian foreign trade and economy,” headded.
“OnUS presidential elections, itis premature to
saywhatwillhappennext. We believe our bilateral
relations especially in trade and investment,
should notbelinked to the third partiesand [ do
think that for Indian companies, in spite of the
increase in purchase of oil and gas from the U.S.
market, restarting oil import from Iran, is still
somethingthey dreamabout,” noted the envoy.
The United States, under the Trump
administration, hasimposed severe sanctions
againstIran, especially targeting the country’s oil
export, after unilaterally withdrawing from the
IrannucleardealinMay2018.

Meanwhile, theinitial results of the US Presidential
raceindicate Joe Biden’s win which can potentially
mean the return ofhisadministration to the deal.
Tehran has highlighted that Washington should
liftall sanctions and compensate for the losses
inflicted on Tehran over the pastthree years before
returningtotheagreement.

Chinese investment
in Iranincrease S0%:;
Expert

Head of Iran-Foreign Joint Venture Association
Hossein Salimibelieves thatreducing US sanctions
increases foreigninvestmentin Iran.

Speaking to ILNA news agency, the Iranian
official told thatin previous years, the demand for
investment from the Chinese was verylow, butthis
year, the demand forinvestment fromthe Chinese
hasincreased by about80%.

Regarding the effects of Joe Biden's victory, he
said "Biden's victory has had positive effects in
the world, butwe have not seen such effectsinside
[ran.

He pointed to the possibility of Bidenreturning to
theJoint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)
and added thatthe deal was struckunder Obama's
term and Democrat party accepts it and it is
possible that Biden will return to thisagreement.”
"The Trump administration hasimposed the most
sanctions onIran,and thereishope thatsanctions
willbe eased under the new USadministration.”
"The sanction is the mostimportantreason for
decreasingin foreigninvestmentin our counrty,”
Salimi confirmed.
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Oil soars %8 on promising vaccine results

Oil Brent crude LCOc1 settled at42.40$ abarrel, up
2.95$,0r%?7.48,while U.S. West Texas Intermediate
crudeCLc1 settledat40.29$ abarrel, rising3.15$, or
%8.48.

Oil markets also
rose after Saudi
Arabia suggested
it and other oil
producers could
_%_ adjustits current
supply-cut pact,

perhaps taking more
barrels off the market if
demand slumps in the

winter asinfectionsrise

and before the vaccineis

=

widely available.
“0il soars 8% on
promising COVID-19
vaccineresults”

Fuel demand is down
worldwide as a result
of the pandemic, and
with infections now
surpassing 50 million
globally, numerous
nations, especially in
Europe,arereimposing
lockdowns to slow
the virus’s spread. The
vaccinenews gave traders
hope thatthe pandemic
could be tamped down

nextyear, which would
help people resume
normal life, boosting
demand.

“Oil particularly reacted
to the news because of
what it means,” said
John Kilduff, partner
at Again Capitalin New
York. “The pandemicis
hitting transportation
terrifically and 80% of
crude oil barrels go to
transportation fuel, so
I think this is a logical
response.”

Both contractsrose more
than $4 earlier in the
sessionastraders sought

tounwind bearish bets.
Brent and WTI traded
148% and 139% of
last session’s volumes,
respectively.

Pfizer said its
experimental vaccine
was more than 90%
effective in preventing
COVID-19,based oninitial
data,avictoryinthebattle
againstapandemicthat
has forced lockdowns
around the world.

The OPEC+ group, which
includesthe Organization
of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries and
its allies, could adjust

their deal to balance the
market, the kingdom’s
energy minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman
said.

“Oil soars 8% on
promising COVID-19
vaccineresults”

OPEC+ 1is currently
cutting 7.7 million
barrels per day (bpd),
and consideringreducing
those cutsto 5.7 million
bpd from January. If
OPEC+ maintains the
current curbs on output,
itwould tighten supply
andlead to higherprices.

Monthlyred
meat production
increases 59%

yr/yr

Statistical Center of Iran (SCI)
announced that production of
redmeatinlIranstoodat39,600
tonsinthe seventhmonthofthe
currentIranian calendar year
(September 22-October 21),
showing 55 percent growth
compared to the same monthin
the pastyear.

The SCI'sreportsaid thatbeef
andveal had thelion’s sharein
the country’sred meatoutput
during the seventh month with
22,400 tons, followed by lamb
and mutton with 13,500 tons,
goatmeatwith 2,900 tons,and
red meat from other livestock
with 794 tons.

The head of Iran’s Livestock

Provision Council has called on
the governmentto purchasethe
red meatatguaranteed prices
tosupportthe producers.
Making the remarks in an
interview by IRNA on October
2, Mansour Pourian also
recommended the exports
of livestock to support the
producers and also bring
foreignrevenue for the country.
Saying that the purchase of
red meatatguaranteed prices
started in the country in the
middle of the fourth Iranian
calendar month of Tir (early
July), Pourian announced that
4,000 tons of red meat have
been purchased in this way
by the State Livestock Affairs
Logistics Company since then.
The purchase of red meatat
guaranteed pricesisalready
done in 15 provinces,
including Khorasan Razavi,
North Khorasan, Gilan, Alborz,

Yazd, Isfahan, Fars, Sistan-
Baluchestan, Khuzestan, East
Azarbaijan, and Semnan, he
said, adding that it will be
then conducted in the other
provincesaswell.

Iran’s deputy agriculture
minister, Morteza Rezaei, has
said that the total production
of red and chicken meat is
expected toreach 3.5 million
tons by the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
20,2021).

He said red meat production
willreach 880,000 tons, while
chicken meatoutputis expected
toreach 2.7 million tons.
“Considering the measures
taken, the egg production will
reach 1,650,000 tons, the honey
outputwillreach 113,000 tons,
and the production of fresh silk
cocoonswillreach 1,650,000
tons”, the official added.
Pointing to the per capita

consumption of protein
productsin the country, Rezaei
said: “Currently the per capita
consumption of red meat is
12.5kilograms, chicken meat
31.25 kilograms, raw milk
124 kilograms, eggs 11.72
kilograms and honey 1.35
kilograms.”

Iran is among the leading
consumers of red meatin the
West Asia region with lamb
beingthe mostsoughtafter.
However, the consumption per
personisaround athird of what
isnormally seenin countries
like the U.S. and Australia,
mainly due to the prohibition of
porkinIslamiclaw.

The major part of Iran’s red
meat imports comes from
countries like Brazil, where
Iranian supervisors directly
control culling methods to
ensure they comply with
religiousrules.
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Aluminumingot
production

increases 69%in

sevenmonths

Production of aluminum
ingot in five major
aluminum  production
complexesofthe country hit
aconsiderable 69 percent
growth in the first seven
months ofthe currentyear
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(fromMarch21toOct.22).
Accordingly, 247,335 tons
of aluminum ingot were
produced in this period,
showing a significant
69 percent hike as
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compared tothelastyear’s
corresponding period.
Statistics showed that
35,556 tons of aluminum
ingot were produced in
the countryin the Iranian
month of Mehr (Sept.
21 - Oct. 22), recording
a 56 percent growth as
compared to the same
period oflastyear.
Inaddition, 196,200 tons of
netaluminum ingot were
produced in the country in
the firsthalf ofthe current
year (from March 21 to Sept.
22),showinga53.2 percent
growth as compared to the
same period oflastyear.
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What's News

Iran's energy
ministry, Qatar's
water, power
company toboost

cooperation

Iran's Energy Ministry
and Qatar's Water and
Power Company on
Tuesday stressed the
need to strengthen
mutual cooperation.
Mohammad Ali
Farahnakian,advisorto
Iran's energy minister
forinternational affairs
and head of the Center
for International Affairs
and Coordination of
Water and Electricity
Diplomacy of the
Energy Ministry, meton
Tuesday evening with
Issa Al-Kuwari, CEO of
Qatar Waterand Power
Company.

During the meeting,
the two sides stressed
theneed tostrengthen
bilateral relations and
described the previous
talksand negotiations
between the water
and electricity sectors
of Iran and Qatar as
valuable.

They also agreed to
pursue specialized
discussionsbetweenthe
Qataricompanyandthe
relevantunits oflran's
Ministry of Energy, so
that both countries
could achieve good
resultsinthe direction
of close cooperation.
Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian arrived
in Doha on Monday
morning to submit
Iranian President
Hassan  Rouhani's
writtenletter to Emir of
Qatar Sheikh Tamimbin
Hamadal-Thani.

CBI Optimistic
About Lower
Forex Rates
Foreign  exchange
ratesincreased again
Monday, with the dollar
recording gains for the
second dayinarow. The
Central Bank of Iran,
however, said it expects
furtherdeclineinrates.
The dollar was quoted
at266,000rials Monday
inTehran’s open market
orup 4.88% compared
with Sunday's close.
It had lost 9.3% on
Saturday following
the election victory of
Democrat Joe Biden
inthe US presidential
elections.

Likewise, the euro
gained 4.11% to
313,470 rials. The
European currency
fellto 293,430 rialson
Saturday afteritlosing
9.4%, Eghtesad news
reported.
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Trump Should

Start Cooperating
with Biden on
Transition, Says
Pennsylvania
Senator

A Republican
senator from the
swing state at the
center of Donald
Trump’s legal
battles over the US
election hasurged
the US president to
begin the process
of a transition of
powerto]oe Biden.
Pat Toomey is a
Republican senator
from Pennsylvania,
which proved tobe
the deciding state
in the election
count as its 20
electoral colleges
were projected for
Biden on Saturday,
and with them the
presidency.

"We're on a path
it looks likely Joe
Bidenis goingtobe
the nextpresident
ofthe United States.
It'snot 100 per cent
certainbutitis quite
likely. So I think a
transition process
oughttobegin," said
Toomey on Tuesday,
The Independent
reported.
However, in an
interview  with
Pittsburgh's
Action News 4, the
senatoralsonoted
that “ifit turns out
that the unlikely
scenario actually
comes about
and it turns out
President Trumpis
determined to have
won this election
after all, then the
transition, of course,
becomes moot,and
it expires and it
evaporates.”
Toomey, who has
already announced
thathewon’trun for
re-election to the
Senatein2022,said
“clearly, Joe Biden
has a narrow lead
in the remaining
statesthatheneeds
togetto270ormore
-mostlikely more
- electoral college
votes”butnoted that
“the process isn't
entirely finished,
and a legitimate
processisonethat
goestotheend.”
The process,
Toomey  stated,
could include a
recountand going
to court to decide
any dispute about
theballots.
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US Administration
Dreaming about

Fall of Tran Toppled
Humiliatingly: Rouhani

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said his American
counterpart’sadministration that soughtthe fall of the
Iranian establishmenthas faced a “humiliating” defeatitself.
The US administration thatdreamed about the Iranian
establishment’s collapse has been toppled humiliatingly,
Rouhanisaid ata cabinetsession on Wednesday:.

He said the world is faced with new conditions with the
defeatof Donald Trump, adding thatit would enable the
Islamic Republicto strengthen relations with friends and
neighbors.

Iran’s foreign relations are based upon ties with the
neighborsand friends,headded, noting thatthe termination
of Trump’s administration, which wasan obstacle to Iran’s
relations with other countries, would pave the way for the
Iranianrelations.

“We established good relations with certain neighbors such
asIraq, Turkey, Afghanistan,and Azerbaijan over the past
years, as well as with other friendly countries like Russia,
China and others. I feel thatthe atmosphere for closer

relations with all of our friendsis
more prepared.”

Last week, Rouhani
said the next American
administration will have no
optionbuttosurrenderto the
Iraniannation.

Inremarksin early November,
Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
stressed thatIran’s policy toward the US
would not be affected by the result of the US
presidential election.

Iranto act'independently' if terrorists
threaten N W borders

Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchiwarned

thatterrorists should notbe stationed near the

northwestern borders of Iran, warning of an

independentactifsuchathreatpersists.

Referringto the
suspiciousrole
of the Israeli
regimeinrecent
conflicts in
the Karabakh
regionbetween
Azerbaijanand Armenia,
Arghchi said Iran has
warned two sides of the
regime’s efforts to create
a permanent crisis and
tensions in the region,
Speakinginaninterview
with IRIB on Wednesday.
He added thatIran won'’t
tolerate the presence of
Takfiriterrorist groups
nearitsbordersatall.

He stressed thatthe sides
haveassuredIranthatthe
presence of the terrorists
will not be permanent,
addingifnecessaryIran
willactagainstthe groups
byitselfindependently.
Iran not excited about
Biden'swin

he referred to the fact
that many Americans
have taken to the streets
tovoice their objection

NEWS

against US election
result, the polarization
of American society,
and thatboth US parties
accuse each other of fraud
inthe election, Araghchi
described the US election
asa “spectacle” through
which the fake democracy
grandeur of USwas broke
inthe world.

Answeringaquestionover
Biden’s possible policy on
returning to JCPOA, the
deputy foreign minister
said, "Inthisregard, Imust
say thatwe are notafraid
of Trump's stay in White
House, nor are we excited
aboutBiden taking power.
We make decisions and

take measures based on
ourowninterests."

He went on to say,
"Although there are many
changes, thewaytoreturn
JCPOAisnotclosed.Iran
did notleave the table of
negotiation and the P5
+ 1. It was the US who
unilaterally withdrew the
JCPOA."

As the Leader of the
Revolution said, Iran
will have no bilateral
negotiations with the
United States, exceptat
thenegotiatingtable ofthe
P54+ 1,henoted.

He also spoke about
US compensation of its
economic damages

againstlran, stressing, “If
the United States returns
tothetable ofnegotiation
and JCPOA, all anti-Iran
sanctions mustbelifted to
meetthe interests ofthe
Iraniannation.”
Elsewhereinhisremarks,
Araghchireferredto US
policies of Maximum
Pressures,adding, “The
wholeworld hasaccepted
thatsuch policy has failed
and hasnotachieved any
ofitsgoals.”

So far, the Iranian nation
has resisted these
pressures well and they
will continuetodosoin
the future, headded.

NEWS

Iranwarns Europeofdrug

productionincrease

The Secretary-general of Iran’s Drug Control
Headquarters warned that the increasing trend of
industrial narcotics production in Afghanistan, led by
western countries, willbein detriment of Europeanand
regional countries.

OnWednesday, avideo conference was held with the
presence of the secretary-general of Iran’s Drug Control
Headquarters Eskandar Momeniand Ghada Wali, the
Director-General ofthe UN Office at Viennaand Executive
Director ofthe United Nations Office on Drugsand Crime
(UNODC).

Despite the conditions caused by the spreading of
coronavirusintheworldand theimposition ofoppressive
sanctionsagainstthe country, theIslamicRepublichasnot
stopped fightingagainstdrugtrafficking, Momenisaidin
themeeting.

Hailing Iranachievementsin the fightagainstnarcotics,
heannounced overa26-percentageincreaseinlran’s
narcoticsdiscoveriesin the firstsixmonths ofthe Iranian
calendaryear.

Duringthe mentioned period, 700 tons of narcotics were
discovered throughoutthe country, he said, adding,
“Recentlyashipmentof2 tons of narcotics destined for
European countrieswasalsodiscovered.”
Inthisregard, he expressed deep concern over the
increasing production ofindustrial narcotics, especially
glassin Afghanistan whichis supported by the USand
otherwestern countries.

The continuation ofsuchanincreasewillbeindetrimentof
Europeanandregional countries, he explained.
GhadaWali, forherpart, hailed Iran’sgreatmeasuresinthe
fightagainstnarcoticsandalso called the Islamic Republic
of[rananimportantpartnerforUNODCinthisfield.

US Imposes Fresh Sanctions on
Iranian Individuals, Firms
The USimposedIran-related sanctions onsixcompanies

andfourpeopleinthe Trumpadministration'slatestmove
toincrease pressure on Tehran.

TheUS Treasury Departmentinastatementon Tuesday

countries.

MP says wrongto
puttrustin West’s
promises

Wednesday.

lawmaker
country should nottie its economy to
developments outside the country,
adding thatitis wrongto puttrustin
promises being made the Western

An Iranian says

“We should not rely on foreign
developments and putting trust in
promises of the West will not yield
any result because the Westerners
have proved that their promises are
empty,” MP Ali Akbar Karimi,amember
ofthe Iranian Parliament’s Economic
Committee, told Mehr News Agency on

“Unfortunately we detained the country
inrecentyears with the JCPOA and its
empty achievements,” stressed the
lawmaker, adding thatthe deal hasjust
ruined the opportunities of the country.

the Iranandmajorworldpowerssignedthe
JCPOAin 2015 butthe USpulled out from
thedealinMay 2018, imposingunilateral
sanctions against Iran. The Islamic
Republicalsoannounced reductionsin

its commitments under the deal, urging
other partiesto safeguard Iran’sinterests.
Meanwhile, the European signatories
ofthe deal vowed to supporttheJCPOA
and Iran, but their promised financial
channel, dubbed INSTEX, has proved to

beineffectivein practice.

During the pastfew years, the US has
carried outeverythingitcouldinthearea
ofhostility with the Islamic Republic, said
Karimi,adding, “The experience of these
years showthatpressuresand sanctions
againsttheIslamicRepublicdonotwork.”
“Certainly, itis necessary for ustoresist
againstplotsand pressures of America
and other enemies of the country; the
mostimportantjobnowisto strengthen
our economy and implement policies
of Resistance Economy,” added the
representative of Arakin the Parliament.

said the companies andindividualshave beenfacilitating
the procurement of sensitive goods, including US-
origin electroniccomponents, for [ran Communication
Industries.

The firm produces “military communication systems,
avionics,and missilelaunchers”, amongotheritems, the
Treasury claimed, USNewsreported.
“Iranutilizesaglobalnetwork of companiestoadvanceits
destabilizing military capabilities,” Treasury Secretary
StevenMnuchinsaidinthestatement.

The moveblacklisted Iran-based Hoda Trading; Hong
Kong-based PromaIndustry Co., Ltd.; DES International
Co,, Ltd.; Brunei-based Soltech Industry Co., Ltd.; China-
based Naz Technology Co., Ltd.; and Iran-based Artin
San'atTabaan Company,aswellasseveralindividuals.
SoltechIndustry Co., Ltd, DES International Co., Ltd.,and
oneofitsemployeesblacklisted Tuesday, Chin HuaHuang,
werealso charged in the United States District Court
forthe District of Columbiawith criminal conspiracy to
violate Iranian sanctions, the Department of Justice said
inastatement.

Trumpaimingto further

damage Iran

OutgoingUS PresidentDonald Trump hasnotstopped hisunlawful
andinhumaneactsyetandaimsto furtherdamageIranbynewseries
ofsanctions.

According to USmedia, Donald Trump is to impose a series of
sanctionsagainstIranupon therequestoftheIsraelioccupying
regimeand some ofthe Persian Gulfstates.

Accordingto Axios website, “The Trump administration’s envoy
forIran Elliott Abramsarrivedin Israel on Sundayand met Prime
Minister Netanyahuand National Securityadviser Meir Ben-Shabbat
todiscussthesanctionsplan.”

The Trump administration believes sucha“flood” of sanctions will
increase pressure on the Iraniansand makeitharder for the Biden
administration torevive the 2015 nuclear deal, Axios quoted an
Israeliofficialassaying.

Abrams earlier said that Trump administration wants to declare
freshsanctionsagainstIran everyweekuntilJanuary 20.

Meanwhile, Israelimediasaid thatnew sanctions willhave nothing
todowith Irannuclear programsince they will belifted by Biden
governmentpavingthe way forrejoiningthe 2015 nuclearaccord.
AbramsistovisitAbu Dhabiand Riyadhto discuss White House new
sanctionsplan.

“Ifformer Vice President]oe Biden wins the November 3 election,
itwillbe neither simple nor swiftforhisadministration toremove
sanctionsonTehran,” Abramswas quoted by ‘The National'assaying.
UAEand SaudiArabiatogetherwiththelsraeliregimeareamongthe
mainallies of Trumpadministrationin WestAsiawhichhasnotbeen
abletowinthesecond round of electionsand areatthe same time
concerned for Bidenelection.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeois also to visit the occupied
Palestineand Arabstatesinthenear future. Thevisitisbelieved tobe
inlinewithimposingsanctionsagainstIran.

Joe Biden was elected the 46th President of the United States with
290Electoral College votesagainstonly 214 Electoral College votes
ofDonald Trump, while Kamala Harriswas elected asthefirstwoman
VicePresident.

Earlier,

Iranian President Hassan

Rouhanisaid thatitisnowtimeforthe newly-elected president

and senior officialsin the United Statestounderstand theirnation's

message well and fulfill national resolve to change their foreign
policyvis-a-visother countriesandnations.




US

Fauci Says COVID Vaccine Likely Will Be Broadly
Availableby April

Dr.Anthony Faucisaid Tuesday thata COVID-19vaccine willlikelybe widelyavailable
by April, a promising prediction thatarrives after drugmaker Pfizer said its shot
appearstobehighly effective.Respondingtoaqueryfrom CNNnewsanchorJake Tapper
aboutthetimelineforfar-reachingvaccineavailability, the USgovernment'stopinfectious

N

diseaseexpertreplied: “We'retalkingprobablyby April."“Thesearejustguesstimates,’ Fauci,
79,explained. “Ibelieve thatwithinthefirstquarter”,the New York Daily Newsreported.Thefirstquarter ofthe

20000 Rials

calendar concludesatthe end of March.The prediction from the Brooklyn-bornimmunologistraiseshopes

thatthe USwill dodge anotherbummerpandemicsummer. Butitwill curb fewfearsaboutadifficultwinter
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Iranianlawyers back
detained diplomatin
Belgium

Irantoact _
'independently'if Agroup ofIranianlawyers
terroriststhreaten NW  inastatementsupported
borders [raniandiplomatdetained
in Belgium Assadollah
B Asadi.The Iranianlawyers
Diplomat: gathered in front of UN
Indian companies office in Tehran and
dreamingabout presented a statement
restarting Iran oil in support of Iranian
imports o diplomat.The statement
has so far been signed by

CALLTOPRAYER TIMEINISFAHAN

Morning call to prayer:
05:07:46

1,842 lawyers.In their
statement, [ranianlawyers
protested against the

measuretaken by Germany

Noon call to prayer: and Austria which was

11:47:32 against diplomatic

. 1 norms.They urged UN

Gl e prayer] to hold responsible two
IE2DEE1

WEATHER

countries with regard
to violating the Vienna
Convention ondiplomatic
immunity.Iranian Foreign
Ministry ~ spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh has
categoricallyruled outthe
unfounded allegations
againstIraniandiplomatin
Belgium Assadollah Assadi.

ahead.COVID-19infectionsaresoaringas Americacreeps deeperintothefall, with the countryloggingmore
than 100,000 new casesdailyashospitalsinsomeregionsfill totheirlimits.

Oil soars %8 on promising vaccine
results

Oneinfive COVID19-patients develop mental
illness within 90 days-study

Many COVID19- survivors are likely to be at greater risk of

developing mentalillness, psychiatrists said on Monday, after

alarge study found %20 of those infected with the coronavirus

are diagnosed with a psychiatricdisorder within 90 days.

Anxiety, depression and insomnia were
mostcommon amongrecovered COVID-19
patientsin the study who developed mental
health problems. The researchers from
Britain’s Oxford University also found
significantly higherrisks of dementia,abrain
impairment condition.
“People have been worried that COVID-19
survivors will be at greater risk of mental
health problems, and our findings... show this
tobelikely,” said Paul Harrison, a professor of
psychiatry at Oxford.
Doctors and scientists around the world
urgently need to investigate the causes and
identify new treatments for mentalillness
after COVID-19, Harrison said.

“(Health) services need to be ready to
provide care, especially since our results are
likely to be underestimates (of the number of
psychiatricpatients),”headded.

The study, published in The Lancet

Psychiatry journal, analysed electronic
health records of 69 million peoplein the
United States, including more than 62,000
cases of COVID-19. The findings are likely to
be the same for those afflicted by COVID-19

worldwide, theresearcherssaid

Inthethree months following testing positive
for COVID-19, 1in 5 survivors wererecorded
ashavingafirsttime diagnosis of anxiety,
depression orinsomnia. This wasabouttwice
aslikely as for other groups of patientsin the
same period, theresearcherssaid.

The study also found that people witha pre-
existingmentalillness were 65% more likely
tobediagnosed with COVID-19 than those
without.

Mental health specialists not directly
involved with the study said its findings add
togrowingevidence that COVID-19 can affect
thebrainand mind, increasing therisk ofa
range of psychiatricillnesses.
“Thisislikely due toacombination of the
psychological stressorsassociated with this
particular pandemicand the physical effects
oftheillness,” said Michael Bloomfield, a
consultantpsychiatristat University College
London.

Simon Wessely, regius professor of psychiatry
atKing’s College London, said the finding
thatthose with mental health disorders
arealsoathigherrisk ofgetting COVID-19
echoed similar findingsin previousinfectious
disease outbreaks.

“COVID-19 affects the central nervous
system, and so might directly increase
subsequentdisorders. But thisresearch
confirmsthatis notthe whole story,and that
thisriskisincreased by previousill health,”

Poll: 70 Percent of Republicans Don't Believe US
Election Was Free, Fair

Seventy percent of US Republicans say they don't think that

Pennsylvania results would be unreliable,

President-elect Joe Biden won a “free and fair” election,

contrasting with 8 percentof Democrats who
held the samebeliefs.

according to anew Politico/Morning Consult poll.

Theresponse marksastarkincrease fromthe
35percentof GOPvoters who said they felt the
election would notbe fair before Election Day
lastTuesday.

Ninety-six percent of Democrats surveyed said
theyhad trustintheelection processand thought
itwas free and fair, up considerably from the 52
percentofparty voters who said they thought it
wouldbebeforetheelection, The Hillreported.
An overwhelming majority of respondents
overall, 69 percent, said they thoughtthe country
was going in the wrong direction despite the
electionresults.

Republican respondents expressed specific
worriesand concernsaboutelectionintegrityin
contested battleground stateslike Pennsylvania,
which wassstill counting votes Tuesday.
Sixty-two percent of Republicans said the

Distrust is similarly high about Wisconsin
(55 percent), Nevada (54 percent), Georgia
(54 percent) and Arizona (52 percent), with
suspicion being amplified by the Trump
campaign, which has filed more than a dozen
lawsuitsin contested battleground states.

Still, most Republicans are skeptical any disputes
will change thereality of President-elect]oe
Biden's eventual transition to the White House,
as 38 percentofthose surveyed said theybelieve
theresultswillbe overturned and 45 percent say
thatisunlikely.

Mostrespondentslabeled economicdecisions,
national security defenses,and health careissues
astheirtop priority considered whenvotingfora
president.Amajority of responders disapproved
of Trump'sjobaspresidentduringhis firstterm,
with 58 percentsayingthey disapproved and 40
percentapprovingofhisjobin office.

Forty-nine percentofrespondentsin the survey
said theyleaned democratically. In contrast, 40
percentsaid they were Republican-leaning.

hesaid.

Syria’s security to
pave way forrefugees’
return: Khaji

Senior Assistantto Iranian Foreign
Ministerin Special Political Affairs,
Ali-Asghar Khaji, metand held talks
with Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad on the situation of Syrian
refugees.According to SANA,
President al-Assad on Tuesday
received Ali Asghar Khaji, senior

assistant to the [ranian Foreign
Minister,and an accompanying
delegation.Talks during the
meeting concentrated on the
International Conference on the
return of Syrian Refugees to be
held in Damascus as President
al-Assad was briefed by the
Iranian delegation on the vision
of Iran towards this conference
and its readiness to offer any
supportthatcould contribute to

makingitasuccessand solving
this humanitarian file.The
Iranian delegation stressed that
the improvement of security
conditions on the Syrian
territory to a large extent and
the efforts exerted by the Syrian
governmentto reconstruct what
hasbeen sabotaged by terrorism
constitutes a strongbasis to set
off towards the return of all
refugees.

Export of Iranian
products to Vietnam
tosurge: TPOI

Head of Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran (TPOI) said
that country’s export of non-
oil products to Vietnam will
increase.

Speakinginhis meeting with the
newly-appointed ambassador
ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran
to Vietnam on Wed., Hamid
Zadboum said that export
of Iranian products to this
emerging markethasbeen put
atopagenda.

The two countries of Iran and
Vietnam enjoy high potentialand
capacities to broaden bilateral
tiesineconomicfield, headded.

He pointed to the readiness of
his organization to offer any kind
of cooperation with regards to
dissemination of information
on the latest trade decisions
adopted for facilitating trade
between the two countries and
added, “Asastrongand effective
arm of missions of the Islamic
Republicoflran overseas, Trade
Promotion Organization of [ran
will take necessary steps and
cooperationinthisregard.”

Iran’s new envoy to Vietnam
Nazari, for his part, appreciated
constructive interaction
between Trade Promotion
Organization of Iran and Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and added,
“Giant steps will be taken for
strengtheningrelationsbetween

the two countries of Iran and
Vietnam as well asdevelopment
ofIran’s marketin this Southeast
Asian country.”

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
inked between Iranand Vietnam
last year. In this MoU, it was
emphasized on the significance
of expansion of trade and
economicrelations between the
two countries.
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