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attraction

A

Natanzhosts 2.5
million domestic
tourists

“Natanz
hosted 47,500 foreign
touristsand 2,500,000

County

domestic  tourists
duringlastyear,” the
governor of Natanz
said.

Referring to the
inauguration of the
tourism projectsin this
county, Yusef Hassani
said, “Theinauguration
ceremony of the
Natanz hotel is an
important  action
regarding the tourism
industry  of the
county.”Fortunately,
Natanz County is a
suitable destination for
domesticand foreign
tourists due to its
historical and tourist
attractions such as
Abyaneh village and
theholy shrine of Agha
AliAbbas.”

Pointing to the
importance of
constructing thishotel
and the investor’s
determination  to
developit, he added,
“Theinvestorisready
to begin the second
construction phase of
the hotel; we request
the cultural heritage

organization to
supporttheinvestorto
startthis project.”

For more than a
decade, the name of
Natanz in Isfahan
province has been
associated with
its nuclear energy
facility. A Google
search provides
413,000 instances
mostof which pertain
to nuclear issues.
However,toan Iranian,
itbrings to mind rare
and unique mementos
suchasatype of pear
grown in Tameh
Village. Located 326
km from Tehran, 138
km from Isfahan and
74 km from Kashan,
Natanzis onthe back
of famous Karkas
mountain range and
enroute to Isfahan'’s
deserts.The city
boasts of dozens of
aqueducts which were
influentialin creating
gardens and logged
the city as one of the
mostbeautiful garden
cities. According to
2011 census, Natanz
populationwas42,239.
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Isfahan Overview: Why'T'o
Visit Isfahan

Among the cities of Iran,
Isfahanislikeapiece ofjewelry
that despite the historical
fluctuationsintheareahasstill
retained its luster and glory
throughoutthe centuries. The
cityissovibrantthatitseems
asifithas been born today
and yetitissooriginal thatit
looks as though it has always
existed. The city’srich culture
and beautiful nature are in
such perfectharmony thatone
seems to be areflection of the
other. Isfahanis an ultimate
expression of the Iranian-
I[slamic Culture.

“'Isfahan: The City of Four
Seasons
Isfahanislocated inthe central Iran
inside the plains stretchingalong
the Zayandeh Rood River. The city is
located inarelatively mountainous
area in the center of the Iranian
Plateauandstretches fromthe snowy
Zagros Mountainsinthe Westto the
Eastand North-central deserts of
Iran. There existavariety of climatic
conditions in the city thanks to
regions with differentaltitudes.
Generally, as the altitude falls from
Western city to the Eastern, thearea
temperature increases together with
thedecreaseintheamountofrainfall.
Thereisabreeze driftingin the city
throughoutthe four seasons. The
Westernand Southwestern winds
whichblowalongthe Zayandeh Rood
Riverinthe spring and fall endow
the city with a glorious weather.
Isfahanisacity withregularseasonal
changes.Springbeginsinlate March
withthetreesinfullbloom,summer
inlate June. The city greets fall color
inlate September with the leaves
falling offthe trees and winter starts
in late December. Among all the
seasons and months, Isfahanisin
its perfectsplendor in May. It's the

month when abreeze from the sky
drifts through the colorful city in
possession ofapleasantweatherand
luringlights.Isfahanis powered by a
full sunlightand is sunny three fourth
ofayear.

“'Isfahan: A Museum Where
PeopleLive
Withits old history and numerous
monuments, Isfahanisan exemplary
city in the world. According to the
French author, Andre Malraux, only
Florence and Pekingare comparable
toIsfahan. The historicalmonuments
ofIsfahan comprisea collection ofthe
finestexamples ofthe various styles
of Persian architecture developed
throughouta period of thousand
years and more. The quality and
quantity of these works of art are
greatand they are masterpieces of
the post-Islamiclranianarchitecture.
Amongthe historical attractions of
Isfahanvarious types of domes, tile
works, plaster works, fresco wall
paintings, and calligraphies can
be named. These works reveal the
religious beliefs of their creators
and fascinate the visitors so greatly
thatthey feel as though they have
been taken back to the ages of the
artistsand find themselvesinaworld
replete withlightand elegance.

‘' Isfahan: A World of Art
Isfahanis called the city of Iranian
handicraft and traditional arts.
These works ofart comprise amajor
portionoflran’s exports, particularly
to Europe. The contemporary,
traditional arts and handicrafts of
Isfahan are in fact a continuance
ofthe Safavid Art pursued by the
modern Iran craftsmen. Their
artistic works are appreciated by
Iraniansand non-Iranians alike and
play apivotal rolein exports from
Isfahan. Carpetweaving, engraving,
miniature painting, Moarragh,
tile art, brocade, calico work and
enamelwork are among the most

prominent works ofartin Isfahan.
The contemporary artists of Isfahan
have made new innovations in
recentyearsintheareasofminiature
painting, tile making,and engraving.
Isfahanalso has anage-old musical
tradition. Today, most Iranian
musicians speak Persian with an
Isfahaniaccent.

“ ThePresent Day Isfahan
Isfahan hasachieved a significant
growth and developmentin the past
decades.Ithasturnedintoamodern
city following an increase in its
population, developmentofitsurban
area and formation of new streets
aswell as therisein the number of
buildings and plants. Isfahan has
witnessed a dramatic growth after
the Islamic Revolution. However, it
hasneverlostany ofits characters.

" Weather

Isfahanhasadry continental climate
with four distinct seasons. Summer
months, extending from June to
Augustis hotand dry and winter
months beginning from December
and lasting to February are cold
with sporadic snowfalls. Therefore,
thebestseasonstovisitIsfahanare
spring and fall when the weather
is sunny, warm and pleasant for
sightseeingand outdoor activities.
Although there are extreme heat
and cold in the city, the cold days do
notlastlongerthanthree months.
InIsfahan, ithardly ever snows in
winter. There is usually rainfall in
March and April, probably because
of the clouds made from the
evaporation of the thawing snow. A
wind coming from the west keeps
blowing throughout the summer.
When the sun sets, the wind picks
up and it gets so cold at night that
one might want to wear awoolen
coat. Spring starts in February
when the weather becomes
balmy and the city gets back its
charm.

Withits old history
and numerous
monuments,
Isfahanisan
exemplary city
inthe world.
Accordingtothe
French author,
Andre Malraux,
onlyFlorence
and Peking are
comparable
tolsfahan.

The historical
monuments of
Isfahan comprise
acollectionofthe
finest examples
ofthevarious
styles of Persian
architecture
developed
throughout
aperiod of
thousandyears
and more.

WHERETO STAY

Pars Hotel: Nice forgood
price

Asoneoftheoldestand mostestablished hotel
Pars Hotel of Isfahan, which in 1330 started
itsactivitiesin the tourism industry over the
decadesand newspaperswere honored several
times duringitsactivities in the past. This hotel
hasseveral the closestdistance to thereligious
and historical sites and monuments and
shopping centersisinteresting. Pars Hotelisa
budget-priced hotellocated in central Esfahan.
Therooms come with private bathrooms, air
conditioning, fridgeand TV. Thereisalsoa cafe
available. Close walking distance to mosttourist
attractionsin Esfahan.

Pars Hotel asone of the oldesthotelin Isfahan
whichin 1950 started it’s activity in tourism
industry. over the decodes Pars Hotel was
honored several times by many magazines and
newspapers.

Hotelislocated very close (within walking
distance) tothe mostimportanthistoricaland
religious siteand shopping.Hotel wasrenovated
recently and rooms are equipped with air
conditionand WiFi.

Hotel facilities:

Private car park - Internet- 24-hourroom
service - coffee - breakfastroomtables-alarm
systems and fire extinguishers

Room Facilities:

Fridge - TVLED - WiFi-safe - Central antenna
-Phone

Location:Chahar Bagh Abbasi Street | nextto
the MELLAT Bank, Esfahan 81000, Iran

IRANS ATTRACTION

Babak Castle: windswept
mountaintop stronghold
of Azerirebel leader

Setattractively inawide, steep-sided mountain
valley, unassuming Kaleybar town makes a great
starting pointforrandom hikes and visitingnomad
camps enroute to the upper Aras River Valley. But
by farits biggestdrawis the extensive crag-top ruin
of Babak Castle. It'sanational symbol of [ran high
upinthethe Arasbaranforestnear Kaleybar City. It
wasalsoone ofthe lastregional strongholds to fall
to Arabinvadersinthe 9th Century.

Hisory of Babak Castle (Qaleh Babak)

The castle, built on 2300-2600 meter heights,
surrounded by gorgesasdeepas400to 600 meters,
isbelieved to belong to the Parthian dynasty and
modified under the Sassanid dynasty. This castle,
named after Babak Khorramdin the warlord,
managed toresistthe Arab armies until 839CE.
Babak was the leader of the Khurramites in
Azerbaijan who fought the Abbassid Islamic
caliphate. For thisreason thelarge citadel isalso
known as the Immortal Castle or Republic Castle.
Intheruins oftheroomsand corridors, potteryand
coinsdatingfromthe 13th century havebeen found
by Iranian archeologistsand restoration teams
(since 1998). Accessis difficult, butthe sceneryis
stunning, involvingan arduous uphill walk from the
base of whatused tobe Babak Hotel (may reopen
inthe future).

Gettingto Babak Castle

To getto Babak Castle firstyou'llneed to catchabus
orprivate transportto Kaleybar City, from there the
castleislocated 6 km southwest of Kaleybar City.




Iranian exportsto the neighboring Arab country. senior official said.

There have beenreports atregularintervalsofhurdles Thehead ofthe Federation
intrade between the two sides. Observers say one of of Iraqi Chambers of
the hurdles hindering mutual trade pertains tomoney Commerce Jafar Alrasoul
transfer. Establishmentofajointbankand mustcreate Alhamedanitold IBENA that
trustand reassurance in financial exchanges,accordingto easing money transfers is
Financial Tribune. one of the most important

Call for Establishment of Iran-
IraqJoint Bank

Privately-owned banks have expressed readiness to
establishajointbankwith Iraq, said the head of Iran-Iraq
Chamber of Commerce.

Speaking to IBENA, Yahya Al-e Es’haq said the bankwould

ISFAHAN
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function under regulations of central banks of the two

countries.

According to data from the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration, Iran-Iraq trade during the
firsthalf of the current fiscal (March -21September 22)
amounted to 4.56$ billion, %20 of which belonged to

NEWS

Iran, Germany Private Sectors Take
Stockof Trade Challenges

High-level representatives from the private sectors
ofIran and Germany convened in Tehran to discuss
challenges and come up with mutually beneficial
ways of finding solutions to issues created by the
reimposition of US sanctions against Tehran.
Themeetingtookplacein Tehran on Tuesday between
representatives of the International Department of
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Industries, Mines and
Agriculture and their counterparts from the Berlin
Chamber of Commerce, the official news website of
ICCIMAreported.
Thetwosidesdiscussedimportsrestrictions, banking
channels, money transfer issues, visa issuance
troubles for businesspeople and the exit of Germany
companies fromIraninspite ofthe Europeannation's
continued commitmentto the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, the formal name of Iran's nuclear deal
withworld powers.Berlinhassaid itwillhelp German
companiesstayin Iranafterthe USannounced in May
itsunilateral withdrawal from the nuclear deal Iran
signed withworld powersin2015.

Iran's Trade With Turkmenistan
Tops $150m

Irantraded 257,483 tons of non-oil commodities
worth 153.97$ million with Turkmenistan during
thefirstfive months ofthe currentfiscal year (March
-21Aug.22).Thismarksa%37.8and %14.75 decline
intonnage and value respectively compared with
lastyear's corresponding period, datareleased by
theIslamicRepublic of Iran Customs Administration
show.ran’sexportsto Turkmenistanstood at 249,044
tons worth 149.48$ million, down %38.86 and
%16.32intonnage and value respectively year-on-
year. Turkmenistan was Iran’s 15th biggestexport
destination during the period, Financial Tribune
reported.Iran mainly exported sugar and potatoes to
Turkmenistan during the five-month period.

Iran's Central Bank Governor

Discusses Banking Tiesin Moscow
Duringhis Moscow tour the CBIboss Abdolnaser
Hemmati met his counterpart Elvira Nabiullina to
discussbilateral banking and financial relations, the
CBIwebsitereported on Thursday.

Hemmati traveled to Russia for talks with banking
authoritiesand to find ways to bolster cooperation.
The tripwas afollow-up to President Vladimir Putin’s
visitto Tehran foratrilateral summit of the Syrian
ceasefire on September 7. Duringthe one-day meeting
the presidents ofIran, Russiaand Turkey discussed a
possiblereplacementofthe US dollar with national
currencies after the three regional allies were hit
by US sanctions.The governor of the Central Bank
ofIrandiscussed the practicalities of using the two
countries’national currenciesinbilateral trade, using
financial systems ofthe two sides, improvingbanking
correspondentties and financing constructionand
developmentprojects.

Al-e Es’haq said two-way trade during H1 witnessed %31
growth. Bilateral trade stands at 8$ billion annually, but
money transfers between the two sidesislow. The problem
of money transactions were visiblyignored in his remarks.
“The groundwork for establishingabankis ready. Despite
thelimitations, establishingajointbankis possible,” the

objective, he added.

factorsinboosting economic
relations. Both sides should
make more efforts to realize this key

Alhamedanisaid Iraqibanks are willing to establish joint
banksin collaboration with their Iranian peers.

Official: Iran, India to Continue I'rade

A senior Iranian trade official

despite USJCPOA Exit

underlined that Tehran and

New Delhi will keep on their

trade exchanges despite there-

imposition of sanctions against

the Islamic Republicby the US.

“Indiais trying to secure waivers
from US sanctions onits oil import
from Iranto ensure thatthe country
cankeep up trade with the Islamic
Republic,” Vice President of Iran-
India Chamber of Commerce
Parham Rezayee said on Sunday:.

Henoted thatIndiaisamonglran’s
top five trading partners and would
notgivein easily to the USsanctions,
and said, “India is seeking ways
to bypass the US oil and banking

sanctionsagainstlran.”

The Indian governmenthas come to
someagreements with the USto get
the waiversitneeds, Rezayee said,
withoutelaborating on the details

ofsuchaccords.

“As aresult, India will continue to
buy oil from Iran, even after the

Turkmen Cargo to' Transit Iran to Reach India
Anlranian official said on Monday that Iran and Turkmenistan have
sealed an agreementto allow Turkmenistan to transit consignments
via Iranian territories to their final destinations in India.Director
of Amirabad Special Economic Zone Siyavash Rezvani said thata
bilateral agreementhasbeensigned by Iran and Turkmenistan tolet
Turkmen merchants use Amirabad Port, aportcity in the Northern
province of MazandaraninIran,asacorridor for transporting 30,000
tons of fertilizers from Turkmenistan to India.

Theofficial noted thatthe freightwill firstbe transported viarailroad
to Shahid Rajaee Port, Iran’s biggest container portat the mouth of

second round of the US sanctions
againstlran,” headded.Last week
Reutersreported that India will
buy nine million barrels of [ranian
oil in November, indicating the
world’s third-biggestoilimporter
will continue purchasing crude
from the Islamic Republic despite
US sanctions cominginto force on
November4.The United States plans
toimpose fresh sanctions targeting
Iran’s oil sector on November

machinery.

4 after Washington unilaterally
withdrew from the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal, formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).Iran’smainnon-oil exports
toIndiainclude steel,ammonia, gas
condensates, petrochemicals and
paraffin.India’s main exportstoIran
include agricultural products such
asrice, oil seeds, cotton, teaas well
as textiles, thread, and industrial

Indiaisamong
Iran’stop five
trading partners
and would not
giveineasilyto
the US sanctions

the Straitof Hormuzin southern Hormozgan province. “Then, it will
be shippedtoIndia,”headded.Iran has been trying to boostitsrole
asatransitcorridor between the Asian countries and the Europe via
developing major seaportsand railroad connected to international
lines.Iran providesaccess to high seastoitsnorthernneighborslike
Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, and Armeniaand tolandlocked country
like Afghanistan.The good infrastructures of [ran>s rail and road
routs, inadditiontoitsaccess to the Caspian Sea, the Persian Gulfand
the Sea of Oman, makes the country the number one choice for the
countries of the Central Asia, the Caucasus and other neighboring
statesto get connected with the restofthe world.

p
Iran: TEDPIX

Continues Slide as
Rial Stabilizes

Selling continued on Saturday
for stocks, with the Tehran Stock
Exchange main gauge, TEDPIX,
loggingathird straightdropafter
gettinghitbyanotherjumpinthe
rialvalueandinvestorspeculation
goingawry.Although the market
started offinapositivemoodand
rose4,300pointsinthefirsthour
oftrading inanunexpected turnof
events,themarketturnedbearish

for therestofthe day. Earnings
uncertainty sent TEDPIX down
1474.08pointsor0.79 onthefirst
trading day of the week to mark
athree-daylosing streakaftera
series ofrecord highs since the
summer had broughtinaninflow
of freshliquidity to the market
inrecentweeks. Volatilityinthe
foreign exchange market which
has seen the rial lose nearly
75% ofits value in the past six
months, hasbeen the main force
behind the bull market. Butas
speculative behavior and the

desire for quick gains became
the normin the market, things
started to go south. While at first
only export-oriented stocks were
inbigdemandthatsoonspreadto
everyshare thatwasup for grabs.
Withrialbeginningto parelosses
inthe middle oflastweek, more
investorsbegantopanic.Aseriesof
positivenews from policymakers’
decisionintheforexmarketwhich
allows for market-friendly forces
and government starting to lift
price capsinthe Iran Mercantile
Exchangeare said tobe reasons

that the market has avoided
heavier corrections. Although
the currency market is beset
by alack of information about
exchangeratessinceacrackdown
onexchangeratewebsitesbegan,
reportssuggestthatthe currency
ratesareenjoyingrelative stability
andareonadownwardtrajectory.
The US dollar is being traded
around 132,000rialsandthe euro
at160,500rials. Somereports
suggestthatthe USdollarwaseven
beingtraded below the support
level 0f120,000rials.
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T'wo Indian companies to buy
Iranian oilin Nov.

Two Indian companies have
placedorderstobuylranianoilin
November, Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pardhan said on
Monday.India, the world’s third-
largest oil importer, will buy 9
million barrels of [ranian oil in
November, Reuters reported
on Friday, citing two industry
sources.

India was discussing its
options to buy Iranian oil with
allauthorities from the United
States, Pradhan said.On Friday,
news agency PTI had quoted

sourcestoreportIndianOil Corp.
(I0C) and Mangalore Refinery
and PetrochemicalsLtd. (MRPL)
have contracted 1.25 million
tons of Iranian oil forimportin
November.Thesourcessaid India
andIranarediscussingreverting
torupeetradeafter November4.
IndiaisIran’ssecondlargestoil
customer after China and has
establishedveryclosediplomatic
relationship with Tehran.
Moreover, Indiais constructinga
strategicportnamed ‘Chabahar’
whichwill operateby2019.
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What's News

eIran's
Housing
Sector Rocked
by Currency
Crisis

After enjoying a
short period of
growth on the back
of stable outlooks
and government
support, Iran's
housing and
construction sector
has once again
contracted in the
firstsixmonthsofthe
currentlranianyear
thatended on Sept.
22, a central bank
official said.

"As indices fell,
the added value
of the housing
and construction
sector was negative
and contracted
by %2.2. We must
think of a solution
considering this
level of instability,”
Abolfazl Akrami,
director general for
economic affairs at
the Central Bank of
Iran, was quoted as
saying by the official
news website of
the Ministry of
Roads and Urban
Development on
Friday.

Previous CBI
data show that
the housing and
construction
sectorregistered a
small growth rate
of %0.1 during the
first quarter of the
currentlranianyear
thatended on June
21, in what many
believe could be its
last such growth
in the foreseeable
future.

Even as prospects
arenotvery bright,
the tiny growth
registered duringthe
period was actually
avastimprovement
compared with the
similarperiod oflast
year when the sector
had contracted by
%3.5 when it was
still mired in its
longest-running
recessioninrecent
memory, which
lasted for more than
fiveyears.
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Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission as well as the society
ofindependentjournalists,should conductinvestigationsinto
possibledeath of Khashoggi,whohasbeenreportedlykilledand
dismemberedinside the Saudi consulatebuildingin Istanbul.
The death of Khashoggiis suspiciousbecause he supported the
Yemenipeopleandanend to the cruel Saudi-led war against
Yemen, the commanderadded.
Bagerzadehsaidaninquestintohisdeath would enlightenthe
world publicopinion and preventthe recurrence of similar
incidents.

Aleadingcriticofthe Saudiregime’s
reform program under the
stewardship of Crown Prince
Mohammedbin Salman (MBS),
Khashoggi had been living in
self-imposedexileinthe USsince
2017, when Saudi authorities
launched amassive crackdown on
dissent.
Hewasseekingtosecuredocumentation

Iranian General Urges Probe
into Murder of Saudi Journalist
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Khashoggi
I S FAHAN AnIranian military commander stressed the need for the
\ A International Humanitarian Fact-Finding Commission (IHFFC)
tolaunch aprobeintothe death of SaudijournalistJamal
Khashoggi, whodisappearedlastweek duringavisitto the Saudi

consulateinIstanbul, Turkey.

Speaking to Tasnim on Monday, commander of the missing
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From
pronunciation
of FATF to
passingit!

..conditions have been
accepted withoutadoubt,
weshouldnotexpectallthe
economicproblemsofthe
country to beresolved at
once. Because countries
thatare members of this
conventionAndinfactsome
of them are the affluent
countries, it'snotBecause
of the implementation
of this agreement and
its conditions that have
achieved such welfare.
Some people in Iran are
happytoaccept FATFand
CFT, some are upset,and
it has its own reasons,
which in some cases
cannot be understood
with any economiclogic.
Unfortunately, people do
not even know the FATF
pronunciation but they
comment on it as if they
have been studying for a
longtime!
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Iran, Russia FMs
discussglobal
issues, energy coop.

Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif and his
Russian counterpart
Sergey Lavrov have
held a telephone
conversation,
discussing  global
issuesand cooperation
in the energy sector,
the Russian Foreign
Ministry said in a
statementon Monday.

"The two top diplomats
discussed bilateral
cooperation, focusing
onthe energy sector,"
the statement reads.
"The ministers also
exchanged views on
anumber of pressing
regional and global
issues,"” the Russian
Foreign Ministry added.
The Russianand Iranian
foreign  ministers
regularly meetonthe
sidelines of various
international events
to discuss bilateral
cooperation, the Iran
nuclearissue and ways
to resolve the Syrian
conflict. One of their
recent meetings took
place in Singapore
during Association
of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN)
events.

inaction (MIA) search committee of [ran’s Armed Forces
General Staff, General Seyed Mohammad Bagerzadeh, said
theinternational community, including the International

According to the Arabic-language Al-Khaleej Al-Jadid news
website, citinganinformed source, Khashoggihasbeentortured
todeathduringinterrogationinside the Saudiconsulate.

Analyst: North Korea Notto (xivein to
US Pressure

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo’s trip to North
Koreaisanotherdesperate
attempt by Washington
to pressure Pyongyang
into giving up its military
capabilities, said a former
US Army officer.

Scott Bennett, a former US Army
psychological warfare officer and
counter-terrorismanalyst, made the
remarkswhilediscussingthe perceived
thawbetweenthe USand North Korea,
presstvreported.

Pompeo held talks with the North
Koreanleader KimJong-un fornearly
twohoursonSundaymorningfollowed
by a lunch in the North’s capital,
before flying to Seoul onawhirlwind
diplomaticvisittotheregion.
TheNorthKoreanleaderagreedtohold
asecond summitwith US President
Donald Trumpassoonaspossible, few
monthsafter the twoleaders metin
Singapore.

Kim agreed in that meeting thathe
would indeed stop his country’s
nuclear weapon and ballisticmissile
programs. However, the North would
onlydothatwhenthe USholdsuptoits
ownend ofthedeal.

“The trip to North Korea that Mike
Pompeo is taking of course is a
desperateattempttotrytoregainthe
politicaladvantage and pressure the
North Koreans to continue down the

PN SN, N
path of surrendering their nuclear
weapons,’ Bennettsaid.

He said Washington is hoping that
Pyongyangwould warmuptotheidea
thatcooperatingwiththe USallowsitto
enterthe “American orbitofeconomic
prosperity.”’

After imposing several rounds of
sanctions against North Korea, the
Trump administration has pledged
thatitwouldletthe Northbackintothe
globalmarketifitindeed denuclearizes.
But Bennett thinks whathappened
to Libya and its former dictator,
Muammar Gaddafi, gives Pyongyanga
clearpicture ofwhatfuture mightbring.
“NorthKoreahasseenwhatthe United
Stateshas done to Muammar Gaddafi
inLibyaandithas seen” what Saudi
Arabiaanditsallies did to him, the

analystargued.

While White House National Security
Adviser]ohn Boltonhasindicated that
the Libyamodel of disarmamentwas
aviable option, the North has made
itclearthatitwon’tbecome another
Libya.
“TheNorthKoreansareveryskeptical,
theyareveryclearlynotgoingtodisarm
unilaterally and they have made that
point,” he said, adding Pyongyang
won’ttake any action unless the US
guarantees thatitwon’ttake military
actionagainstthe Northasitdid with
Libya.

That, Bennettargued, would mean
thatthe Northwon’tbe pressured and
wouldinstead urgethe UStoguarantee
thatPyongyangwon't“causeits people
anditscivilizationtobedestroyed.”

Afterimposing
several rounds

of sanctions
against North
Korea, the Trump
administration

has pledged
thatitwouldlet
theNorthback
intothe global
marketifitindeed
denuclearizes.

But Bennett thinks
what happened
toLibyaandits
former dictator,
Muammar
Gaddafi, gives
Pyongyang aclear
picture of what
future might bring.
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forhisforthcomingmarriagewhenheentered

the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul. His fiancée waited outside the
consulate forhourswithouthearing from him.

" USinNewGlobal

Court Showdown
with Iran

The United Statesis confronting Tehran
atthe UN’s top court over billions in
frozenassets,inacasethatcould deepen
the Trump administration’s rift with
internationaljustice.

In 2016, Iran sued the US at the
International Court of Justice (IC])
againstthe freezing ofaround 2$billion
oflranian assets abroad, which US courts
had claimed should go to American
victims of “terrorattacks.”

Monday’s hearing of US objections
against Iran’s appeal comes a week
aftertheIC]inaseparate case ordered
the United States to ease sanctions
reimposed after President Donald
Trump pulled outof the 2015 nuclear

dealwithIran.

Both theassetsand the sanctions cases
arebasedona 1955 “Treaty of Amity”
between Washington and Tehran that
predatesIran’sIslamicrevolution.

Last Wednesday the Trump
administration announced it was not
only tearingup the 1955 treaty butalso
thatit was quitting the international
accordrelating to the UN top court’s
jurisdiction.

Itremained unclear how Washington
willrespond to the latest case before the
courtbutUS officials confirmed thatits
lawyerswillbe presentatthe hearingon
Monday.

The IC] was setup after World War Il to
ruleondisputes between United Nations
member states. [tsrulings are binding
butithasno powerto enforce them.
AtMonday’shearinga-15judgebenchis
listening to arguments by Washington’s

lawyers over whether the IC] can take up
the case underitsstrictrules governing
itsprocedure, AFPreported.
Iranaccused Washington of breaking the
1955 treaty and called for the US “to make
fullreparationsto Iran for the violation of
itsinternationallegal obligations.”
Tehran said that because the US has
maintained its designation of [ranasa
major “state sponsor of terrorism”, its
assetsincluding the Central Bank also
known as the Bank Markazi, have been
“subjected to enforcement proceedings
inthe United States” evenifthey should
benefit from immunity under the 1955
treaty.A decision by the IC]’s judges
could take weeks or even monthsbefore
being made public.Iran won a victory
last week when the IC] ruled that the
US mustlift sanctions against Tehran
targetinghumanitarian goodslike food
and medicine.
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Most Iranians think US, Zionist
regime support Ahvaz terror

attacks: Poll

According to the latest poll carried out by
Iranian Students Polling Agency (ISPA)
to monitor Iranians’ public opinion about
September 22 terror attack in Iranian
southwestern city of Ahvaz, mostofIranian
people thinkthatthe USisbehindit.

Some 1,281 of people aged 18 or above was
asked toidentify the supporters ofthe recent
terrorattackin Ahvaz on September 25-24.
Mostoftherespondents (%38.9) thought
that US supported the Ahvaz attack, followed
by Daesh (%28.4), Saudi Arabiaand itsallies
(%26.5), Zionistregime (%23),and separatist
groups (%13).

Iranian Official Calls Trump An
‘Arrogant Merchant’

A special aide to Iran’s parliament speaker
lambasted US President Donald Trump as an
arrogantbusinessman with contradictory
actions and statements.Trump isan arrogant
merchantwho covertly talks with regional
countries aboutthe fall of the Islamic Republic,
threatens Iran with war in a propaganda
campaign, and begs for negotiations with Iran
in practice, Director General of International
AffairsattheIranian ParliamentHossein Amir
Abdollahian said ina meeting with a group of
Arab politicians on Sunday.He alsolashed out
atSaudi Arabiaand the United Arab Emirates
for financing US and Israeli plots, saying the
main objective of the US-Israel-Sauditriangle
istoclinchtheso-called deal ofthe centuryin
Palestine.Deploring the US political pressures,
sanctions and psychological warfare against
the axisofresistance, Amir Abdollahian said the
Zionistregime of Israel would notdare to wage
anewwarintheregion.

Joining FATF facilitates Iran's
financial transactions: Russian
expert

A Russian banking expert referred to the
approval ofabill onIran's accession to the
Combatingthe Financing of Terrorism (CFT) in
Iranian Parliamentand said joining Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) will facilitate Iran's
financial transactions with others.In an
interview with the Islamic Republic News
Agency (IRNA), Oleg Akulinichev said on
Monday the approval of the billis the first step
outoffour which the FATF has suggested Iran
to take to tackle money-laundering.He stated
the other three stepsinclude making changes
tothelawonterrorism financing, reforming
anti-moneylaunderinglaws,joining the UN
Convention against Transactional Organized
Crimeand Counter-Terrorism Convention.Iran
is currently on the FATF blacklist which has a
negative effectonits financial transactions and
bankingrelationships with other countries,
Akulinichev furthersaid.

Saudijourno's murder, arbitrarykilling: Amnesty Int'l

Amnesty International said on Sunday
thekilling of Saudijournalistand critic, if
confirmed,amountstoarbitrarykillingand
executionwithouttrial. Accordingtoareport
by Al Jazeera, Amnesty International's
Middle East Director of Research, Lynn
Maalouf, said the disappearance of Saudi
journalist,Jamal Khashoggi, since entering
SaudiArabia's Consulate in Istanbul has
caused a wave of concern.She urged an
independentprobeintothe caseandsaid the
perpetrators ofthe crime mustbe brought
to justice, regardless of their position.

Amnesty International stressed the murder
isamajorthreattohumanrightsdefenders
and Saudi Arabia dissidents anywhere
inthe world.The organization urged the
international community notto keep silent
onthe crackdown on Arab oppositionand
to exert pressure on Riyadh to providea
convincing clarification on Khashoggi's
murder. Al-Jazeera TV channel announced
on Sunday morning Khashoggi'sbody was
found onastreetinIstanbul, Turkey.

Despite Arab media's silence over Donald
Trump'srepeated insults, Jamal Khashoggi,

who was an outspoken critic of Saudi
government, sharply criticized therulers
of Saudi Arabia especially the crown prince
Mohammedbin Salman, twoweeksago after
Trump's speechat UN General Assembly.
Inhisspeechat United Nations General
Assembly on September 25, US president
explicitly said Washington expects other
countries (Saudi Arabia) 'to pay their fair
share'for USmilitary support.

Following Trump's offensive speech,
Khashoggitweeted, every now and then
Trump writes on Twitter he supports Arab
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countries,

and we, Arabs, must pay

for US support. Butthe question which

comes to my mind is who does the

presidentofthe United States supportus
against?
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peoplearound the world.

UNWTO meeting opportunity for
branding Hamedan in tourism:

The important meeting of the United Nations body of World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is aunique opportunity for
introducing Iran to the world, a senior Iranian official said on
Monday.Iran’s Vice-Presidentand head of the country’s Organization
ofHeritage, Handcraft, and Tourism, Ali-Asghar Mounesan saidina
situationthatthe USistryingto promoteits [ranophobicpoliciesacross
the world, the meetings will be a step toward introducing Iran’s potential
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Farzaneh Mostajeran

From
pronunciation
of FATFto
passingit!

The fact that countries
suchasEthiopia, Pakistan,
Somalia, Yemen are
not members of the
International Covenanton
Civiland Political Rightsis
notthereasonthatthese
countries are financing
terrorism in the world.
Everyyear,largeamounts
ofmoneyarebeinginjected
into terrorist groups
around theworld, thatthe
injectionofthismoneyonly

comingfromrichcountries
suchasthe United States
orSaudiArabia. Countries

like Pakistan and Yemen,

which have always been

S attacked by terrorists,

E cannot pay such money

el to terrorist groups.
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Partlysunny; delightful andallthe..

400 trees and shrubs planted in
Chaharbagh Abbasi Avenue

"200 Ulmus Umbraculifera trees and

200 Lagerstroemia indica shrubs have
been planted in Chaharbagh Abbasi
Avenue," the CEO of the parks and green space

organization of Isfahan municipality said.

"At the moment, I don’t know the exact
number of the felled trees. Many trees in
Chaharbagh Abbasi Avenue have been cut
during years. When the guards around the
subway workshops were removed, I feltreally
sorry for the city; the least we could do was the
replacementofsome treesinstead ofthe felled
treesin this area,” Forough Mortezaeenejad
said.

Emphasizing thattheissue of cutting treesin
Chaharbaghhasbeen finished and it will never
happened during the current management,
sheadded, "Anumber of Chaharbagh trees
such as elm trees have been damaged during
the construction operations of the subway.
However, according to the results of the
conducted surveys of the agriculture experts
ofthe parks organization, the felled trees were

hollowed out, so they were cutbecause they
could bedangerous for passengers."
"Fortunately, the soil with the depth of 220
centimeters has been provided for this
organizationto planttreesin harmony with the
existing trees of Chaharbagh,” she said. Saying
thatChaharbagh Avenueisapartoftheidentity
of Isfahan and its trees are the symbol of this
area, she noted, "Resistanttrees cannotbe
replaced with the trees of Chaharbagh Avenue,
butwe try to plantresistanttrees which are
similar to the previous species that were cut
duetothe construction projects."”

Symbol of urban public campaign unveiled

The symbol of public campaign of "Hel-

met, Vitality" was unveiled in a confer-
ence with the presence of the governor
general of Isfahan, the mayor and the provincial
managers with the purpose of promoting the mo-

torcycle traffic culture.

The plan of improving the safety of the
motorcyclists was formed in the jointactions
of people campaigns for Isfahan traffic, the
transportation and trafficdepartment ofIsfahan
municipality and the traffic police; the project-
related activities have been started with the
cooperation of differentorganizations of Isfahan
province since thebeginning of thelastsummer.
The main goal and vision of the plan is to
reduce the mortality rate caused by motorcycle
accidents by encouraging the riders to use
helmets and observing the trafficrules; as the
culture of wearing seatbelt while driving has
changed to aninclusive behavior, motorcycle
riders should also use helmets to bring safety,
health,and peace for themselves and others.

Official: Iran, Indiato Continue
Tradedespite USJCPOA Exit

Oil Drops as US Considers Granting Countries
Waivers on Iran Sanctions

Oil prices fell on Monday after Washington said it may
grant waivers to sanctionsagainstIran's oil exports
nextmonth.

International benchmark Brentcrude oil futures were
at83.44$ perbarrelat0643 GMT,down 72 cents,or 0.9
percent, fromtheirlastclose, CNBCreported.

US West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures were
down 54 cents,or 0.7 percent,at 73.80$ abarrel.
USsanctions will targetIran's crude oil exports from
Nov.4,and Washington has been putting pressure on
governments and companies worldwide to cut their
importsto zero.

However,aUS government official said on Friday that
the country could consider exemptions for nations that
have already shown efforts to reduce theirimports of

Iranian oil.

InasignthatIranoil exports won't fall to nothing from
November, India will buy 9 million barrels of [ranian
crude nextmonth, Reutersreported on Friday.

Hedge funds cut their bullish wagers on US crude in
thelatestweektothelowestlevelinnearlyayear, data
showed on Friday.

Traders said ongoing concerns thatthe US-Chinese
trade war could slow down economic growth also
weighed on crude on Monday.

China's stocks fell sharply on Monday despite an
announcement from Beijing over the weekend that it
would slash thelevel of cash that banks musthold as
reserves,asign of underlyinginvestor anxiety over the
heated Sino-UStrade war.

Golden Eagle luxury tourist train arrives in Iran

Theinternational Golden Eagle touristtrain hasarrived in
Iran from Sarakhs Border Crossing with the neighboring
Turkmenistan foratwo-week tour called “Heart of Persia”,
the Managing Director of Khorasan Province's Railways said.
According to Mohammad-Hadi Ziaei Mehr, the train, which
had setofffrom Russia, entered the country on early hours of
Monday withno passengers.

The Golden Eagle will depart for Tehran on Tuesday morning
to take the foreign travelers.

Thetrain, equipped with 9 Russian carts, will carry a total of
51 foreign passengers from Europe and Asia-Pacific, in two
rounds to [ranian cities of Mashhad, Kerman, Rayen, Yazd,

Isfahan, Shiraz, Kashan, Arak, Shushtar, Vereskand Pol Sefid
andbackto the capital.

The touraims to coverawide gamutofhistoricaland cultural
sitesacross the country.

Thetrainisscheduled to head back empty to Russia on Oct.
24.Golden Eagle trains took their firstjourney across Iran
backin 2014 carrying more than 170 tourists. Reportedly,
the UK-based company is expecting two more visits to Iran
by the end ofthe currentIranianyear (March 2019,20). The
tourisalsoaimedto helpreflectIran’s true image and help
revive the country’s tourism sector, which has observed afall
duringthe pastyear.

US sanctions not toimpede Iran-India trade

Indiaistryingto secure waivers from US sanctions onits oil
importfromIrantoensurethatthe countrycankeepuptrade
withthelslamicRepublic,said the vice presidentofIndia-Iran
Chamberof Commerce.
USsanctionsnottoimpedelran-Indiatrade
“IndiaisamongIran’stop five trading partners and would
notgivein easily to USsanctions,” Parham Rezaei told [ran
Daily, addingthatIndiais seekingwaystosidestep US oiland
bankingsanctionsagainstIran.
TheIndiangovernmenthascometo ‘someagreements’ with
the UStogetthewaiversitneeds, hesaid, withoutdelvinginto
thedetailsofsuchaccords.

“Asaresult, Indiawill continuetobuy oilfrom Iran,evenafter
the second round of (US) sanctions againstIran,” Rezaei
added.

Lastweek Reutersreported that Indiawill buy nine million
barrels of Iranian oilin November, indicating the world’s
third-biggestoilimporter will continue purchasing crude
fromthe Islamic Republicdespite USsanctions cominginto
forceonNovember4.

The United States plans toimpose fresh sanctions targeting
[ran’soil sector on November 4 after Washingtonunilaterally
withdrewfromthe 2015 Irannuclear deal, formallyknownas
theJoint Comprehensive Planof Action (JCPOA).

Rezaeisaid Iran’sexportstoIndiastandat13$ billionayear, of
which 11$ billion pertainsto oilwhile non-oil exportsamount
to 2$ billion.Elaborating the non-oil trade between the two
countries, hesaid, [ran’snon-oilexportstoIndialastyearstood
at1.78$ billionwhile Iranimported goods worth 1.54$ billion
inthe same period.
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